
geted full coverage by the end of
2026.

The ministry of road trans-
port and highways on Tuesday
announced these changes as the
Central Motor Vehicles (Second
Amendment) Rules, 2026 has
been notified, amending the
Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989, to link clearance of unpaid

The changes are designed to 
support the upcoming roll-out 
of multi-lane free flow tolling, 
officials said. HT PHOTO

{  }
hangar was destroyed, or any-
thing like that? We showed so 
many pictures of their places,” the
Air Force chief said.

tained itself because people were
willing to lie to each other, and
to themselves, about its realities.

International leaders
shouldn’t fall into that trap when
talking about the geopolitical
landscape, Carney said.  While
Carney didn’t directly name the
US — apart from a brief refer-
ence to “American hegemony” —
his remarks clearly took aim at
some of Trump’s preferred pres-
sure tactics, including “tariffs as
leverage, financial infrastructure
as coercion, supply chains as
vulnerabilities to be exploited.”

Canada has shifted its strate-
gic posture, Carney argued, cit-
ing the trade deal with China.

INTERNATIONAL 
LEADERS 
SHOULDN’T FALL 
INTO THAT TRAP 
WHEN TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
GEOPOLITICAL 
LANDSCAPE, 
CARNEY SAID
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NEW DELHI:  People who fail to
pay toll or clear pending dues
on national highway tolls, will
no longer be able to transfer
ownership of vehicles, obtain
inter-state transfer clearances,
renew fitness certificates or
secure national permits for
commercial operations, under
new rules notified by the Centre
to tighten toll compliance and
curb evasion.

Officials said the changes are
designed to support the upcom-
ing roll-out of multi-lane free
flow (MLFF) tolling, which will
enable barrier-less toll collec-
tion on national highways and
will depend on high compliance
levels for effective functioning.
Currently barrier-less tolling is
underway only in select toll
plazas and the ministry has tar-

national highway user fees with
access to essential vehicle-re-
lated services.

The amendments also intro-
duced a new definition of
“unpaid user fee”, referring to
toll payable for use of a national
highway section where an elec-
tronic toll collection (ETC) sys-
tem has recorded a vehicle’s
passage but the applicable fee
has not been received in accord-
ance with the National High-
ways Act, 1956.

The amendments also revise
Form 28 — the application form
for obtaining an NOC — requir-
ing applicants to declare
whether any unpaid toll
demand is pending against the
vehicle, along with relevant
details. The rules further enable
electronic issuance of portions
of Form 28 through a desig-
nated online portal to promote
digital processing.

New rules to enforce payment 
discipline on barrier-less tolls BHUBANESWAR:  The Odisha

Police on Wednesday arrested a
man on the charge of sexually
assaulting his live-in partner in
the state capital Bhubaneswar,
police said.

The incident took place at a
rented house in Buddhanagar
area under the jurisdiction of
Laxmisagar police station.

“We have arrested the accused
man based on a complaint filed
by his 28-year-old live-in part-
ner,” Bhubaneswar DCP Jagmo-
han Meena told PTI.

The police action followed the
woman’s complaint that the
accused sexually assaulted her
without her consent. The police
nabbed the accused from Bada
Bazaar area in Berhampur city.

He will be brought to Bhuban-
eswar and produced in a court.

Meanwhile, the survivor
underwent a medical examina-
tion, and her statement was for-
mally recorded as part of the
ongoing investigation. PTI

ODISHA MAN HELD 
FOR ASSAULT OF 
LIVE-IN PARTNER

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday said justice, equality
and fraternity are the core val-
ues of Indian democracy and
asserted that the legislature is
its foundational institution and
a vital platform for both law-
making and comprehensive
development planning.

Addressing the concluding
session of the 86th All India Pre-
siding Officers’ Conference and
the 62nd Conference of Secre-
taries of Legislative Bodies here,
Adityanath said India’s legisla-
tures play a vital role not only in
law-making but also in shaping
policies for inclusive and com-
prehensive development.

“The Constitution’s three
guiding principles -- justice,
equality and fraternity -- form
the soul of Indian democracy.
Laws to ensure justice are
framed on the floor of the legis-
lature, government policies for
social equality are discussed
there and fraternity is reflected
through dialogue even amid
agreement and disagreement,”
he said.

“The legislature is the foun-
dational unit of democracy.
While discharging its role as the
custodian of the Constitution, it
does not merely frame laws but
also serves as an important plat-
form for planning holistic devel-
opment,” he said.

Adityanath said India is for-
tunate to have strong demo-
cratic institutions that serve as a
source of inspiration for the
world.

“In our democracy, even the
person standing at the last rung
of society can have his voice
placed before the highest House
of the country through his

elected representative, and that
voice is heard with strength,” he
said, describing elected repre-
sentatives as the central pillar of
this system.

Recalling his own experience
as a five-time Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Gorakhpur, Aditya-
nath said Parliament taught
him the values of governance,
conduct, procedures and con-
sensus-building.

He said state legislatures
could function more effectively
by drawing inspiration from
parliamentary practices and
procedures.

Citing reforms in the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly, Adityanath
said changes in Question Hour
rules were introduced to ensure
wider participation by mem-
bers, allowing more legislators
to raise issues and improving
the overall quality of proceed-
ings.

The chief minister thanked
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh, Uttar Pradesh
Assembly Speaker Satish
Mahana, Legislative Council
Chairman Kunwar Manvendra
Singh and officials associated
with legislative institutions
from across the country for con-
tributing to meaningful discus-
sions during the three-day con-
ference.

He said such forums
strengthen democratic institu-
tions and help align their func-
tioning with public aspirations.

The chief minister further
said respect for Parliament was
the duty of every Indian, and
added that despite India’s diver-
sity in culture, food and attire,
the nation thinks and speaks
with a shared spirit.

“Parliament is the strongest
medium that binds this collec-

tive faith,” he said.
Adityanath welcomed six key

resolutions adopted at the con-
ference and said discussions on
‘Developed India -- Developed
Uttar Pradesh’ saw participa-
tion of over 300 members from
both the treasury and opposi-
tion benches for nearly 24
hours.

“Suggestions were insightful,
reflecting collective responsibil-
ity towards building a devel-
oped India,” he said.

He praised the proposal of
holding at least 30 sittings of the
legislature annually, calling it
an inspiration not only for Par-
liament and state assemblies
but also for local bodies. He
highlighted UP’s transition to
paperless proceedings in the
Assembly, Council, Cabinet and
Budget, stressing the need for
legislators to remain technolog-
ically updated.

The chief minister said the
UP Assembly and Legislative
Council consistently debated
pressing issues, including sus-
tainable development goals,
with discussions extending over
37 hours. 

The CM added that public
consultations for the ‘Developed
India -- Developed Uttar Pra-
desh’ vision received sugges-
tions from nearly 98 lakh people
through an online portal, which
are being consolidated with the
help of AI tools in collaboration
with IIT Kanpur. 

Adityanath described the
approach of the Chair and the
government as proactive rather
than reactive, praising the bal-
anced role played by presiding
officers in giving space to both
the ruling side and the opposi-
tion. 

Justice, equality, fraternity are 
soul of democracy: Adityanath 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, UP Governor Anandiben Patel and 
state chief minister Yogi Adityanath during a meeting, at Raj 
Bhavan in Lucknow on Wednesday. PTI PHOTO

KOLKATA: An elderly man died
in West Bengal’s North 24 Par-
ganas district, with his family
alleging that anxiety over the
SIR exercise led to a fatal heart
attack, police said on Wednes-
day.

The deceased, identified as
Sahar Ali Mondal, was among
five members of a family who
had received notices to appear
for a hearing under the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elect-
oral rolls scheduled for Wednes-
day, a senior police officer said.

The incident occurred on
Tuesday night at Purba Madar-
tala village in Haroa, he added.

Family members claimed
Mondal had been under severe
mental stress since receiving
the notice, worrying about the
status of his sons’ names on the
voters’ list and possible legal or
administrative complications.

The incident has escalated
into a political controversy in
the state. PTI

ELDERLY MAN DIES 
OF HEART ATTACK 
IN BENGAL, FAMILY 
BLAMES SIR 

stands as a lesson which will go 
down in history that this is one 
war that was started with a very 
clear objective, and it was termi-
nated in a quick time without just
prolonging it,” he said.

The Indian Air Force Chief also
said that Pakistan’s claims of 
shooting down Indian fighter jets
lacked any evidence and were 
made only to save face, dismissing
them as “Manohar Kahaniyan” 
(fanciful stories).

The ACM added that there was
no evidence to support Pakistan’s
claims, while India had shared 
images of damage caused to Paki-
stani targets. “If they think they 
shot down 15 of my jets, let them 
think about it. I hope they’re con-
vinced about it, and they will cater
for 15 less aircraft in my inventory
when they come to fight again. So
why should I talk about it? Even 
today, I won’t say anything about
what happened, how much dam-
age was done, how it happened, 
because let them find out...” the 
Singh said.

“Have you seen a single picture
where something fell on any of 
our airbases, something hit us, a 

AIR POWER CRUCIAL

modate. To avoid trouble. To
hope that compliance will buy
safety,” Carney said. “It won’t.” 

“Middle powers must act
together because if you are not
at the table, you are on the
menu,” the prime minister
added. 

Canada and Mexico are also
preparing for negotiations with
the White House on the North
American trade pact, and Amer-
ican officials have publicly
mused about breaking up that
accord and pursuing bilateral
talks instead.

Trump is scheduled to attend
the summit Wednesday, the
same day Carney is leaving. It’s
not yet known if the two leaders
will cross paths.

Carney called on world lead-
ers and companies to start
“naming reality.” He cited a
famous essay from Czech dissi-
dent Václav Havel that described
how the communist system sus-

CARNEY AT DAVOS

CHANDIGARH: Punjab Police
carried out raids at locations
linked to foreign-based gang-
sters for the second consecu-
tive day on Wednesday under
Operation Prahaar, a statewide
drive launched to dismantle the
organised crime ecosystem.

Director General of Police
Gaurav Yadav launched the
72-hour-long crackdown on
Tuesday, deploying more than

2,000 police teams comprising
around 12,000 personnel to
wipe out organised crime net-
works.

Special Director General of
Police (Law and Order) Arpit
Shukla, who personally visited
Mohali to supervise the ongo-
ing action, said, “As many as
1,186 associates and abetters of
foreign-based gangsters were
rounded up on the second day,

taking the total number to
2,500.”He said 1,314 individuals
were rounded up on Tuesday.

Shukla said, “Thorough
probes are being conducted
into various aspects, including
financial networks, logistics,
weapon supply chains and
communication links, to com-
pletely dismantle the support
system for  organised
crimes.”Urging citizens to

actively support the campaign,
Shukla said, “People can anon-
ymously report information
related to wanted criminals
and gangsters. They can share
tips on crime and criminal
activity through the Anti-Gang-
ster Helpline number 93946-
93946.” He further declared a
cash reward of up to Rs 10 lakh
for information leading to the
arrest of gangsters. PTI

2,500 gangsters’ aides arrested in Punjab

NEW DELHI:  The BJP on
Wednesday asserted that it will
form its government in West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu for the
first time by defeating the ruling
TMC and the DMK respectively
in the upcoming assembly polls.

In a statement, the saffron
party said based on the ground
reports presented by the party’s
state units here at a meeting
chaired by BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin, it is confident
of dislodging the Mamata
Banerjee government in West
Bengal and the M K Stalin gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu in the
upcoming polls.

At the meeting, Nabin
reviewed the BJP’s election
preparations so far in West Ben-
gal, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and Puducherry, which go to
polls later this year, party
national general secretary Arun
Singh said.

Representatives from all
these states presented their
respective “preparedness
reports” before the BJP presi-
dent, he said.

“The national president
expressed satisfaction over the
party’s preparations,” Singh
said.

“Based on the reports submit-
ted by the state BJP presidents
and state in-charges, it can be
confidently said that in West
Bengal, the Bharatiya Janata
Party is all set to form the gov-
ernment for the first time with a
full majority with the blessings
of the people,” he added.

Singh said that based on the
reports presented by the state
units at the meeting, the BJP is
also confident of forming its
government for a “third consec-
utive” term in Assam.

“In Tamil Nadu also, the BJP-
NDA will form the government
this time,” he said.

“While the NDA is set to
return to power in Puducherry,

the Bharatiya Janata Party is
also expected to deliver a very
strong performance in Kerala in
the upcoming assembly elec-
tions,” the BJP leader added.

The TMC had romped home
in West Bengal, pocketing 215 of
the 292 assembly seats and
securing 48.02 per cent vote
share in the 2021 West Bengal
polls. The BJP secured 77 seats
and nearly 37.97 per cent vote
share in the state elections and
became the main opposition
party in the state assembly. The
Congress and left parties ended
up losing all the seats they con-
tested.

The DMK returned to power
in Tamil Nadu after a decade in
the opposition, recording a
landslide victory in the state
assembly polls in 2021. The
party led by Stalin secured a
two-thirds majority by winning
133 seats in the 234-member
legislative assembly, the
AIADMK-led alliance compris-
ing the BJP ended up bagging
just 75 seats together. While the
AIADMK won 66 seats, the BJP
pocketed four seats and the
PMK five. The BJP had con-
tested 20 seats.

A day after taking over as the
BJP chief, Nabin on Wednesday
hit the ground running when he
held his first strategy meeting
with all key office-bearers of the
party and reviewed prepara-
tions for the upcoming assem-
bly elections in the five states,
including West Bengal.

At the day-long meeting,
Nabin also asked the party func-
tionaries to further strengthen
the organisation at the grass-
roots level and instructed them
to counter the Congress’ “nega-
tive campaign” against the Vik-
sit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) scheme by inten-
sifying efforts to apprise the
people of its benefits. PTI

Will make govt in 
Bengal, TN: BJP after 
Nabin-led meeting

MUMBAI: Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat will address eminent
personalities from various
walks of life at a lecture series
to be held in Mumbai on Febru-
ary 7-8 as part of the Hindutva
organisation’s centenary year
celebrations, organisers said on
Wednesday.

The two-day lecture series,
titled ‘New horizons’, will be
organised at the Nehru Centre
in Worli, central Mumbai, and
will mark the final leg of a four-
city programme earlier held in
New Delhi, Bengaluru and
Kolkata.

The organisers said the pro-
gramme will have four sessions
- two on each day. Bhagwat will
deliver a lecture on February 7
and it will be followed by a
question-and-answer session
the next day.

RSS Kokan Prant Sanghcha-
lak Arjun Chandekar informed
that eminent personalities
from different fields, including
industry, cinema, arts, litera-
ture, science, medicine, law,

sports, academia and media,
were invited to attend the
event.

He noted that the response
from invitees has been encour-
aging and shows increasing
participation of people from
diverse sections of society in
activities of the RSS, which was
founded in 1925.

In its centenary year, the
Nagpur-headquartered organi-
sation has placed focus on five
areas of social transformation
-- strengthening family values,
promoting social harmony,
encouraging civic responsibil-
ity, self-awareness and envi-
ronmental protection.

The centenary year, also
known as ‘Sangh Shatabdi
Varsh’, is being observed from
Vijayadashami (Dussehra)
2025 to the festival in 2026 to
mark 100 years of the RSS.

Several programmes, includ-
ing outreach activities, social
and intellectual gatherings and
youth conventions, are being
organised across the country
during the year. PTI

Bhagwat to deliver 
lecture series at RSS 
centenary year event

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
Police chief Nalin Prabhat on
Wednesday directed the force to
deal firmly with anti-national
elements posing a threat to pub-
lic safety, peace and tranquility.

Prabhat, the Director General
of Police (DGP), was chairing a
comprehensive security review
meeting at the District Police
Office in south Kashmir’s Shop-
ian. The DGP took stock of the
prevailing security scenario and
operational preparedness of the
police ahead of the Republic

Day, a spokesperson said.
He held a detailed review of

law and order management,
counter-terrorism preparedness,
crime control measures and
security arrangements for the
celebrations on January 26. 

Prabhat stressed the need for
heightened alertness, foolproof
security planning, intensified
area domination and robust
intelligence-based operations to
ensure peaceful and incident-
free celebrations across the
state. PTI

J-K DGP takes stock of 
security ahead of R-Day
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