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Police arrested a notorious offender and impersonator, 
Jayaprakash alias Jayakrishna, from Anantapur district, 
in connection with an extortion case involving officials    
of the Vijayawada Municipal Corporation (VMC)

IMPOSTER 
ARRESTED

ED grills Vijayasai in liquor scam;  
ex-MP says he was not involved in it
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

SLEUTHS of  Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) questioned 
former Rajya Sabha 
MP V Vijayasai Reddy 
in  Hyderabad on 
Thursday in connec-
tion with the alleged 
multi-crore liquor 
scam during the previ-
ous YSRCP regime. It 
may be recalled that 
the former YSRCP leader was 
questioned twice earlier.

According to sources, the 
sleuths questioned him for 
nearly seven-and-a-half  hours 

at the ED office in Basheerbagh 
as part of  the ongoing money 
laundering investigation. It is 
learnt that they questioned him 
about policy decisions, alleged 

financial transactions 
and links related to the 
liquor procurement 
and distribution sys-
tem. They reportedly 
examined bank trans-
actions and other de-
tails submitted by the 
former MP during ear-

lier rounds of  questioning. 
Speaking to the media after 

the inquiry, Vijayasai Reddy de-
nied any involvement in the al-
leged liquor scam. He said the 

ED collected information from 
mobile phones seized earlier. “I 
have no connection with this 
case. I did not name anyone. I 
told them that all matters re-
lated to the liquor scam are 
known to Raj Kesireddy,” the 
former MP said.

The ED probe is based on an 
FIR registered by the Andhra 
Pradesh CID pertaining to the 
alleged irregularities in the liq-
uor policy implemented during 
2019-24. The Central agency has 
already attached assets worth 
over ̀ 441 crore belonging to the 
key accused and linked entities 
under the Prevention of  Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Girl undergoes 
abortion at pvt 
hosp, probe 
panel set up
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Amalapuram

AN Intermediate girl of  Ma-
midikuduru had allegedly un-
dergone abortion at a private 
hospital in Amalapuram. The 
six-month-old fetus was stated 
to be buried. 

According to sources, the 
girl’s boyfriend and four friends 
took her to the private hospital 
in Amalapuram for abortion. 
Dr Lanke Sirisha, medical of-
ficer at P Gannavaram CHC, 
reportedly performed the 
abortion. 

The girl’s parents were not 
informed until she was hospi-
talised with excessive bleeding. 
The case was reported to the 
Child Rights Commission. 

The matter was also taken to 
the notice of  the District Col-
lector. A three-member com-
mittee has been formed to 
probe into the matter and sub-
mit a report. 

“No complaint has been 
lodged in this regard either in 
Amalapuram or Nagaram po-
lice stations,” said Inspector 
Veerababu, adding that based 
on the girl’s Aadhaar card, she 
is not a minor. 

SAAP ties up with 
Tata Steel to nurture 
young football talent
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

THE Sports Authority of  And-
hra Pradesh (SAAP) has en-
tered into a partnership with 
Tata Steel Limited to provide 
elite football exposure to prom-
ising young players from the 
State at the renowned Tata 
Football Academy (TFA) in 
Jamshedpur. 

Under the initiative, Tata 
Steel will host 80 selected boys 
and girls across four categories 
- Under-21 Boys, Under-21 Girls, 
Under-15 Boys and Under-15 
Girls - with 20 players in each 
category. Selection trials were 
conducted at the Indira Gandhi 
Municipal Corporation (IGMC) 
Stadium on Wednesday, attract-
ing young footballers from 
across Andhra Pradesh. 

As part of  the collaboration, 
SAAP organised a football ex-
hibition match and interaction 

programme at the IGMC Sta-
dium on Thursday. Chief  of  
Sports, Tata Steel Limited and 
CEO of  Jamshedpur Football 
Club Mukul Choudhari attend-
ed as the chief  guest and inter-
acted with players who partici-
pated in the recently held SAAP 
League Football competitions 
in Anantapur.

SAAP League, a flagship 
grassroots sports initiative of  
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment, currently covers compe-
titions in 31 sports disciplines. 

SAAP Vice-Chairperson and 
Managing Director S Bharani 
said the partnership would 
help build a stronger football 
ecosystem in the State by pro-
viding structured competition, 
professional guidance and ex-
posure to elite sporting envi-
ronments. Mukul Choudhari 
said the collaboration would 
help identify and nurture foot-
ball talent from AP. 

39 INJURED AS 
TOURIST BUS 
OVERTURNS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

AS many as 39 passengers were 
injured when a tourist bus 
overturned near Chintareddyp-
alem crossroads on the Chen-
nai-Kolkata National Highway 
in the early hours of  Thursday. 
The mishap took place while 
the bus was going to Nagapat-
tinam from Eluru. The injured 
were shifted to different hospi-
tals in Nellore City. 
 Nellore Rural MLA Kotam-
reddy Sridhar Reddy visited 
the injured passengers, many 
of  whom belong to  Denduluru 
Assembly constituency, at 
Medicover Hospital. 

KIHT gets Centre’s nod for clinical research
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam 

KALAM Institute of  Health 
Technology (KIHT), a World 
Health Organisation Collabo-
rating Centre for Health Inno-
vation based at the Andhra 
Pradesh MedTech Zone (AMTZ) 
in Visakhapatnam, has re-
ceived approval from the Gov-
ernment of  India to function as 
a Clinical Research Organisa-
tion (CRO) under the New 
Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 
(NDCTR), 2019.

KIHT focuses on health tech-
nology assessment, clinical re-
search, regulatory science, and 
healthcare innovation. With 
the latest approval, the insti-
tute will now be authorised to 
undertake clinical research ac-

tivities for drugs and medical 
devices.

The development further ex-
pands the integrated health-
care innovation ecosystem at 
AMTZ, which already includes 
medical technology manufac-
turing facilities, prototyping 
and testing infrastructure, reg-

ulatory support systems, health 
technology assessment servic-
es, and pre-clinical research ca-
pabilities. Officials said the ad-
dition of  government-approved 
clinical research services 
would provide innovators with 
support across multiple stages
of  product development, in-

cluding validation, evidence 
generation, regulatory approv-
als, manufacturing, and market 
adoption.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr 
Jitendra Sharma, Executive Di-
rector of  KIHT and Founder 
CEO of  AMTZ, said the approv-
al would strengthen India’s 
healthcare innovation ecosys-
tem by enabling clinical re-
search support for both drugs 
and medical devices.

He stated that the infrastruc-
ture available at AMTZ would 
help innovators through differ-
ent stages of  product develop-
ment, from concept and valida-
tion to clinical evidence 
generation, regulatory approv-
al, manufacturing, market 
a d o p t i o n ,  a n d  p o l i c y 
translation.

Dr Kavita Kachroo, Chief  
Operating Officer of  KIHT, not-
ed that the approval would help 
bridge the gap between innova-
tion and patient access while 
supporting healthcare technol-
ogy developers in generating 
clinical evidence in line with 
regulatory requirements.KIHT 
further mentioned that it would 
continue to focus on patient-
centric and ethically conducted 
clinical research aligned with 
international standards. 

The institute added that it 
would work through national 
and international collabora-
tions to support the develop-
ment, evaluation, and adoption 
of  healthcare technologies 
aimed at strengthening health 
systems and improving patient 
outcomes.

Approval will strengthen India’s healthcare innovation ecosystem, says Kalam Institute Executive Director

Ebola screening intensified at Vizag airport
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam 

AUTHORITIES at Visakhapat-
nam International Airport 
have intensified health screen-
ing and surveillance measures 
for international passengers in 
line with the Standard Operat-
ing Procedure (SoP) issued by 
the Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare, Government 
of  India, following concerns 
over Ebola disease outbreaks 

reported in parts of  Africa.
The precautionary measures 

were implemented for Scoot 
Flight TR784 arriving 
from Singapore starting 
Wednesday night. The 
flight landed around 
10.30 pm IST with 184 
passengers onboard. 
Officials said all re-
quired health screening 
and surveillance procedures 
were carried out in coordina-
tion with multiple agencies to 

ensure public health safety 
while maintaining smooth air-
port operations and passenger 

convenience.
Airport authorities 

stated that effective co-
ordination was main-
tained among the Air-
ports Authority of  

India (AAI), Central In-
dustrial Security Force 

(CISF), Airport Health Organi-
sation (APHO), Immigration, 
Customs, airline representa-

tives and other departments 
concerned for implementation 
of  the prescribed guidelines 
and monitoring protocols wher-
ever necessary.

Visakhapatnam District 
Medical and Health Officer Dr 
Jagadeeswara Rao noted that 
arrangements have been made 
in association with the Air-
ports Authority of  India to 
screen passengers immediately 
after disembarkation from in-
ternational flights. 

Mukul Choudhari, Chief of Sports, Tata Steel Limited, interacts with players at the 
IGMC Stadium in Vijayawada on Thursday I  EXPRESS

SIT conducts raids on house 
of Jagan’s former PA
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

IN a major development in the 
alleged multi-crore liquor scam 
during the previous YSRCP re-
gime, Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) carried out raids on 
the residence of  K Nageswara 
Reddy (KNR), former personal 
assistant of  former chief  min-
ister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, 

on Thursday. Documents relat-
ed to various properties regis-
tered on KNR’s name and his 
family members were seized. 

Earlier in the day, KNR was 
questioned for the second day 
at the SIT office in Vijayawada. 
He was grilled for more than 
six hours and his statements 
were recorded. On the first day 
of  questioning, SIT had identi-
fied large-scale irregularities. 


