
V I V A N E S H  P A R T H I B A N  @ TIRUCHY

IN his first public speech after lead-
ing the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) to victory in the Assembly 
elections, Chief  Minister C Joseph 
Vijay on Monday launched a sharp 
attack on the DMK and AIADMK, al-
leging that both parties had attempt-
ed to come together to prevent the 
TVK from forming the government. 

Vijay also reiterated his commit-
ment to clean governance. “A corrup-
tion-free administration cannot be 
created overnight. It is not magic. 
But one day we will achieve it,” he 
said. Addressing a thanksgiving 
meeting for voters at St Joseph’s 
Higher Secondary School Grounds 
in Tiruchy, Vijay said, “Today they 
accuse us of  horse-trading. But who 
was actually trying to join hands 
secretly?” 

“Those who claimed to oppose 
each other for years were willing to 
unite only because they did not want 
a TVK government. They feared that 
if  this government assumes power, 
bribery and loot would come to an 
end,” he said. Without directly nam-
ing the parties, Vijay referred to the 
DMK as an “evil force” and the AI-

ADMK as an “empty force.” 
Asserting that the election results 

had transformed Tamil Nadu’s po-
litical landscape, Vijay said politics 
in the State had for decades revolved 
around caste equations, religious di-
visions and money distribution dur-
ing elections. 

“The people rejected all that by 
choosing TVK,” he said, adding that 
the party would continue to oppose 
caste and religious divisions while 
ensuring equal governance.

Responding to criticism that TVK’s 
success was driven by social media 
influence, Vijay said, “They think 
people who posted reels on Insta-
gram voted for us and brought us vic-
tory. Even if  that’s true, we have at 
least made an entire generation fol-
low politics. Instead of  analysing us 
from outside, understand what is 
happening inside your party.” 
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

THE unique situation of  Tirupati 
district being administered by four 
railway divisions under two differ-
ent railway zones has emerged as a 
major administrative and technical 
bottleneck, delaying railway develop-
ment projects and infrastructure ex-
pansion in one of  the country’s most 
important pilgrimage destinations.

The South Coast Railway (SCoR) 
and Southern Railway zone have 
four railway divisions, Chennai, Vi-
jayawada, Guntur and Guntakal.  

Tirupati and Renigunta fall under 
the Guntakal Division, while Puttur, 
Nagari, Naidupeta, and Sullurupeta 
fall under the Chennai Division. 

The Srikalahasti-Nadikudi route 
comes under the Guntur Division, 
whereas Gudur Railway Station falls 
under the Vijayawada Division.

Speaking to TNIE, Balaji Railway 
Division (Tirupati) Sadhana Samithi 
Convener Kuppala Giridhar said that 
Tirupati district’s railway develop-
ment has been severely affected due 
to the Ministry of  Railways’ failure 
to address long-standing administra-
tive issues arising from the district 

being divided among two railway 
zones and four railway divisions.

Local railway activists claim that 
coordination between different divi-
sions and zones often becomes a chal-
lenge, leading to delays in project 
execution.

The union leaders stressed that es-
tablishing a separate Tirupati-cen-
tric railway division is the need of  
the hour, as it would significantly im-
prove administrative efficiency and 
accelerate development activities 
across the district. Former District 
Railway Users Consultative Commit-

tee (DRCCU) member Gundluru 
Venkataramana told TNIE that pas-
senger traffic in the Tirupati region 
has been increasing steadily, and it 
deserves a dedicated railway admin-
istrative setup.

Political leaders, railway unions, 
and members of  civil society from 
the Tirupati region have urged the 
Ministry of  Railways to intervene 
and consider bringing the entire 
Tirupati district under a single rail-
way zone and one railway division to 
ensure faster and more effective rail-
way development.

4 railway divisions & 2 zones 
major hurdle for Tirupati dist
Development affected as Rail Ministry fails to address administrative issues

Balaji  Sadhana Samithi members and civic society activists protest at Alipiri  demanding Balaji 
Railway Division with Tirupati  as headquaters, on Monday |  EXPRESS

‘DMK, AIADMK tried to 
join hands to stop TVK’

70 taken ill after 
having juice at 
temple fete
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chittoor

A Around 70 people, including chil-
dren and adults, reportedly fell ill 
after consuming juice distributed 
during the Gangamma Jatara cele-
brations at Patapeta village in 
Baireddipalli mandal of  Chittoor 
district. According to local sources, 
villagers commenced the annual 
Gangamma Jatara on Thursday. 

As part of  the festivities, a woman 
from the village pre-
pared and distribut-
ed juice to devotees 
using an orange-
coloured liquid con-
centrate reportedly 
brought from Tamil 
Nadu.

Soon after consuming the 
juice, nearly 70 people complained of  
health issues and became unwell. 

On receiving information, Baired-
dipalli Primary Health Centre Medi-
cal Officer Dr Vijay Chander, along 
with his medical staff, rushed to the 
spot and provided immediate treat-
ment to the affected persons.

The incident came to light on Mon-
day. Health officials said all the pa-
tients responded well to treatment.

DKS, Siddhu 
to hold talks 
with high 
command
P R E E H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

AHEAD of  the swearing- in 
ceremony, Karnataka Chief  
Minister -designate DK Shi-
vakumar and senior Con-
gress leader Siddaramaiah 
are set to hold consulta-
tions with the party high 
command in Delhi today to 
finalise the contours of  the 
new State cabinet.

The two leaders were ex-
pected to meet Congress 
leaders Rahul Gandhi, Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Gen-
eral Secretary (Organisa-
tion) KC Venugopal on 
Monday. However, sources 
said the meeting was post-
poned due to Rahul Gan-
dhi’s packed schedule.

Shivakumar, who was 
formally elected leader of  
the Congress Legislature 
Party in Karnataka on Sat-
urday, will be sworn in as 
Chief  Minister at 4:05 pm 
on Wednesday, along with a 
select group of  ministers. 

While sources said that 
10 to 12 ministers would 
take oath alongside the 
Chief  Minister, both Shiva-
kumar and Siddaramaiah 
have arrived in Delhi.

Among the names being 
considered for ministerial 
births are Yathindra Sid-
d a r a m a i a h ,  P r i y a n k 
Kharge, HC Mahadevappa, 
Santosh Lad and Zameer 
Ahmed Khan.


