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Happening
today

®GUJARAT TITANS will face
defending champions RCBin
the IPL final. The Titans entered
the final after defeating Rajas-
than Royals by seven wicketsin
the Qualifier 2.

®LTGEN N S Raja Subramani
(retd) will take charge as the
country’s next CDS after Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan superannu-
ated. Gen Chauhantook charge
asthe CDSin September 2022.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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safeguards put after 2024 leak

Accused worked under ‘CONOPS’ (confidential operations) protocol, premises were
self-contained with strict rules; at least one arrested had also worked on the 2025 NEET

Another NTA exam mess: Tech glitches
disrupt CUET, retest for over 3,700

Ritika Chopra
New Delhi, Mumbai, May 30

DEEPINSIDE the National Test-
ing Agency’s paper-setting oper-
ation is a highly secured prem-
ises in New Delhi that was not
supposed tobe breached. It’s ef-
fectively sealed off from the out-
side: no phones, no laptops, no
devices, no internet, air-gapped
computers, logs tracking every
document, mandatory shred-
dingofall notes. It was designed,
after the NEET leak of 2024, to
be the last word in securing the
medical entrance test.

The people at the centre of
the NEET-UG 2026 leak inves-
tigation were trusted insiders
embedded in the most pro-
tected phase of the examin-
ation process. And at least one
of those arrested had worked
on last year’s NEET papet, too.

That the leak happened de-
spite this has rattled the Gov-
ernment.

The CBI has arrested 13
people so far, including paper
translators, subject experts and
intermediaries accused of circu-
lating sections of the question
paper before the May 3 exam,
taken by over 20 lakh students.
Interviews with overadozen of-
ficials, NTA insiders and experts
associated with NEET-UG 2024,
2025 and 2026 by The Indian
Expressreveal there’sabroad in-
ternal consensus on an institu-
tional failure that created con-
ditions for the leak.

Two things, they believe,
went wrong.

One, the security frame-
work built after the 2024 con-
troversy, known internally as
“confidential operations” or

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, May 30

A TECHNICAL glitch hit the
Saturday morning shift of the
CUET-UG 2026, the national-
level examination for admis-
sion to undergraduate pro-
grammes in participating
universities, leading to con-
fusion and panicamong candi-
dates at the affected centres.
The National Testing
Agency (NTA) later announced
aone-time re-test for 3,765 can-
didates who had completed
their biometric registration but
had left the examination centres
before the test could resume.

VIVEK PRAKASH KRISHNA

Outside a CUET-UG exam centre in New Delhi, Saturday.

The NTA said about 95 per
cent of candidates were able to
complete the examination

oncetheissue was resolved and
the test resumed.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

In multi-state op, police
say Pak-backed terror
group busted, 8 held

Planned attacks on key installations in
Delhi, Mumbai, Punjab: Delhi Police

Pragynesh
New Delhi May 30

THE DELHI Police said Satur-
day it had uncovered a Pakis-
tan ISI-underworld terror
module and arrested eight per-
sons, including a Nepali na-
tional, who were allegedly
planning attacks on vital in-
stallations, security establish-
ments and police personnel in
Delhi, Mumbai, Chandigarh
and cities in Punjab.

Police officers said the ar-
rests of the eight, somelinked to
fugitive underworld gangster

R

The accused being brought to
Patiala House Court. ani

Dawood Ibrahim, were madein
acoordinated multi-state oper-
ation, uncovering a conspiracy
allegedly orchestrated by

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Pakistan’s Shahzad
Bhatti, his network
show up on terror radar

Mohamed Thaver
& Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, May 30

FOR YEARS, Shahzad Bhatti
cultivated an image as a social
media personality, business-
man and self-styled defender of
religion. Through videos
posted online under the 333’
banner, the Pakistani national

built a following by comment-
ing on religious controversies,
influencer feuds and India-
Pakistan relations.

Today, Bhatti, said to be
around45yearsold, finds him-
selfat the centre of multiple in-
vestigations by Indian security
agencies which believe he is a
key player in a growing

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Women cadets after the Passing Out Parade of the landmark 150th course of the NDA at in Pune Saturday. pavan kHeNGRe, MORE ON PAGE 4

Armed forces preparing well for Operation
Sindoor 2.0 if it takes place: Army Chief

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 30

CHIEF OF Army Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi said on Sat-
urday thatall three services are
preparing well for Operation
Sindoor 2.0 if it takes place. He
also said that within the next
two to three years, the process
of theaterisation can be seen
happening on ground.
General Dwivedi, who re-
viewed the Passing Out Parade
(POP) of the landmark 150th

Army Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi during a media
interactionin Pune on Saturday.
PAVAN KHENGRE

course of the National Defence
Academy (NDA), also said that
Operation Sindoor has set a
benchmark on how India re-
sponds to provocation and
urged the passing out NDA ca-
dets to uphold that standard.
Asthe Reviewing Officer of the
parade Gen Dwivedi inspected
the cadets lined up for their
final parade.

He addressed the passing-
out cadets and ceremonially
pinned medals on those who
earned medals.

Answeringa question about
Operation Sindoor during
media interaction on the side-
lines of the parade, the Army
Chief'said, "As far as Operation
Sindoor is concerned, firstly, it
isstill continuing. There is tem-
porary cessation of hostilities.
Allthe three servicesincluding
the Indian Army are preparing
well for Operation Sindoor 2.0
if it takes place. Presently we
are looking at enhancing syn-
ergy within the three services.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth at Shangri-La Dialogue in

Singapore, Saturday. ap

Flags Javelin co-production with India,
urges Asian allies toup defence spend

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 30

IN AN expansive articulation of
American strategicintentin the
Indo-Pacific, US Defence Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth Saturday
described Indiaasa “critical an-
chor” to “hold the line” in
South Asia and that a “power-
ful” India, acting in its own self-
interest, “advances our shared
goal of maintaining a balance
of power across the region.”

Speaking at the Shangri La
Dialogue in Singapore Saturday;,
he framed the balance of power
inAsiaasone “inwhich nostate,
including China, canimposeits
hegemony and hold the security
or prosperity of our nation and
our allies in question.”

At the same time, though,
he struck a softer note on Beij-
ing saying Washington was not
seeking confrontation despite
concerns over China’s military
build-up. And that under US
President Donald Trump, US-
China relations were “better
than they’ve been in years.”

Hegseth noted India’s

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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POLITICS

INDIA SIGNS DEAL
WITH VIETNAM
FOR BRAHMOS

MISSILES

EXPLAINED

The balancing act
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Hegseth framing of Indiaas
anIndian Oceananchorand
defence co-production part-
ner may be abid toreassure
Delhithatits engagement
with Beijing does notcome
atIndia’sexpense. Atthe
sametime, he flagged a Paci-
ficdominated by any hege-
mon (read China) would
“undermine the equilibrium
we all seek to preserve.”

PUNE HOOCH DEATHS

Methanol traced to

Rex International
in Bhiwandi; 22
officials suspended

Chandan Haygunde &
Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 30

FOLLOWING THE hooch
deaths in Pune, the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA),
seized over 5,000 kg Methanol
fromthe premises of Rex Inter-
national Company in Bhiwandi
in Thane district, on Saturday.
Asperan FDA pressrelease,
the spuriousliquor that caused
multiple deaths in Pune dis-
trict, contained Methanol pro-

cured from Rex International.

Meanwhile, as many as nine
police personnel from Pune
city and Pimpri Chinchwad po-
lice, along with 13 state excise
department officials in Pune,
were suspended from service,
for allegedly failing in their
duties to control the illicit
liquor trade.

At least 11 persons from
Phugewadi-Dapodi areas of
Pimpri-Chinchwad and four
from Hadapsar area in Pune

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

© BATTLING OPPONENTS AND A HOSTILE WFI, LOSES IN THE SEMIS OF ASIAD TRIALS

Comeback ends in heartbreak, Vinesh steels resolve: ‘T will be back, Olympics my target’

Nihal Koshie
New Delhi, May 30

“THE SYSTEM is against me
today, it will be against me to-
morrow, but if I continue to be-
lieve in myself, I can overcome
the system. The Los Angeles
Olympics (2028) remains my

Meenakshi Goyat, an Asian
Championshipsilver medalist.
But Vinesh, the mother of a
10-month-old son, said she was
not as heartbroken as she was
at the Paris Olympics after fail-
ing to make the weight cut by
100 grams ahead of the final
and missing out on a medal.

target.” “This  loss
This was PAGE1 does not hurt. I
wrestler Vinesh anchor am proud of

Phogat, moments
after she was
knocked out of the Asian
Games trials in New Delhi, on
Saturday, having fought against
the odds to be allowed to par-
ticipate in the first place.

She lost 4-6 in the semifi-
nalstoup-and-coming wrestler

beingabletotake

care of my son,

keep him healthy and return to

the matto fight. Thope thatIam

an inspiration to women,” she
said.

She remained defiant even

indefeat in the 53kg semifinals,

walking in the direction of WFI

Vinesh Phogat was knocked out of the Asian Games trials in New Delhi, Saturday. caenpra YADAY

president Sanjay Singh and
pointing towards the mat in a
gesture thatappearedtosend a
message to officials who left no
stone unturned to stop her
comeback. “Iwill be back,” she
said. The legal battle to secure
participation in the Asiad trials
after the WFI deemed her ineli-
gible, coupled with court hear-
ings following her accusations
of sexual harassment against
the federation’s former presi-
dent Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, had taken a mental toll.

“My first fight was against
sexual harassment; this was
about overcoming mental har-
assment,” Vinesh said.

On the mat, she was techni-
cally sound against opponents

much younger than her, but the
challenge was not to tire.

“If the WFI had allowed me
to participate in the Open Na-
tional Ranking Tournament (in
Gonda), I would have been
better prepared,” Vinesh said,
while giving credit to all her op-
ponents for the fight they put
up.

But after three hard-fought
bouts at the high-intensity
trials at the K D Jadhav Indoor
Stadium, the 31-year-old’s
dream of representing India at
thisyear’s Asiad in September-
October came to an end.

During her bouts, seated a
few metres away from the mat
were WFI officials who moved
the Supreme Court to challenge

aHigh Court order that allowed
her to participate in the trials.

Vinesh’s camp had a run-in
when some of her supporters
celebrated in front of WFI offi-
cials after a challenge went in
her favour during the quarter-
finals against Under-23 World
Championships medallist
Nishu. Vinesh prevailed 7-6 in
that close bout.

Every time she was on the
brink, a determined Vinesh
found a way to come back,
smartly using even the time ref-
ereestooktoreview achallenge
on video replay to catch her
breath. In all three bouts, she
was given a warning for being
passive, but didn’t back down

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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The Buddha Connection

Myanmar President U Min Aung Hlaing visits the Mahabodhi temple
in Bodh Gaya, Bihar, on Saturday. Hlaing, accompanied by a high-
level delegation, including Cabinet ministers and business leaders,
arrived here on the first day of his five-day visit to India. p1i

RTI activist shot
dead in Punjab,
police probe motive

Express News Service
Jalandhar, May 30

UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN
shotdead Jalandhar-based RTI
activistand advocate Simaran-
jit Singh near the Law Gate of
Lovely Professional University
(LPU) in Phagwara on Saturday.

The attack took place when
Singh had reportedly gone to
Phagwara for some work. Ac-
cording to preliminary in-
formation, the gunmen were
allegedly lying in wait near the
university gate and opened fire
as soon as they spotted him.
One of the bullets struck Singh
inthe head, causing himto col-
lapse on the spot.

DIG Naveen Singla who
along with Kapurthala SSP
Gaurav Toora, rushed to the
spot on getting the information
said police found a .32 bore pis-
tol and two mobile phones near
Singh’s body, while a 12 bore
rifle was found in an SUV
parked near the crime spot.

“Evidence has been col-
lected and efforts are underway

to identify and trace the assail-
ants. We are scanning CCTV
footage and have formed
multiple teams. We are investi-
gatingthe case from all possible
angles,” DIG Singla said.

A case under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita has been registered,
the DIG added.

The murder has attracted
significant attention because
Singh had been actively pur-
suingseveral public-interest is-
sues not only in Jalandhar but
across Punjab.

Sourcessaid Singh had pre-
viously raised issues related to
governance, transparency and
public accountability through
RTIapplications and court pro-
ceedings. Itisalsolearntthathe
had allegedly supplied certain
documentsto the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in connection
with investigations linked to
former AAP minister Sanjeev
Arora, although officials have
not commented on whether
thisaspectisbeingexamined as
part of the murder probe.

Strictly monitor &
report demographic
changesin border
districts: Shah to DMs

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, May 30

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah has directed the district
magistrates (DMs) of border
districts to strictly monitor
and regularly report demo-
graphic changes happeningin
their areas.

Shah gave the directions
after chairing a review meet-
ing focusing on security-re-
lated issues pertaining to
border and coastal districts of
Gujarat along the India-Pakis-
tan Border, an official state-
ment issued on Saturday said.

The review meeting was
held in Bhuj on Friday, during
Shah's visit to the Kutch dis-
trict. The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, Deputy CM
Harsh Sanghavi, Chief Secre-
tary M K Das, DGP KL N Rao
along with other senior offi-
cials of the state apart from
DMs and Superintendents of
Police (SPs) of Kutch, Patan
and Vav-Tharad districts,
among others.

According to the state-
ment, the meeting focused on
the challenges faced by the
border areas in which empha-
sis was put on the active and
effective role of the state gov-
ernment, especially the DMs
and SPs.

Quoting Shah, the state-
mentsaid, “DMs in border dis-
tricts must strictly monitor
and regularly report demo-
graphic changes. The reverse
migration taking place due to
the setting up of industrial
units in border areas is a wel-
come development. For de-

porting already settled infil-
trators, everyone — from police
stations to Patwaris — must
come forward collectively...
Local administrations should
prepare Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) which en-
sures identification of already-
settled infiltrators, drones,
and narcotics.”

Asper the statement, Shah
said a security coordination
group should be formed in
every district which includes
BSF, Coast Guard, Income
Tax, ED and the Lead Bank
Manager. He also said that the
responsibility for implement-
inglawsrelated toincome tax,
money laundering and cus-
toms should be of the DMs,
SPsand IG of the border range.

The Union minister also
emphasised the need of
keeping strict vigil over ha-
wala transactions, financial
dealings, mule accounts, shell
companies, suspicious ve-
hicles and GST collection in
border districts.

He also added that
agencies fighting against
economic offences should be
strictly apprised about the
border areas and the Income
Tax department should
launch a major survey in col-
laboration with the RBI.

Shah said that considering
Gujarat's proximity to the In-
ternational Maritime Bound-
ary Line, there is a need to
focus on coastal security and
effective coordination with
the Indian Coast Guard. He
added that government
schemes “should be imple-
mented 100 per cent in border
villages.”

FROM PAGE 1

H_egseth

modernisation of its military to
bear its share of the security
burden, particularly in the In-
dian Ocean, and praised its ef-
forts to build “heavy industrial
and logistics capacity tosustain
high-end military operations,
including the ability to repair
and maintain shared platforms
and support USNavy vessels op-
erating forward in the theatre.”
The Defence Secretary an-
nounced that the US had com-
mitted to pursuing “co-produc-
tion” of Javelin anti-tank guided
munitions with India — “real,
tangible steps to improve the
collective readiness of our
forces.” Defence co-production
of thiskind, with asophisticated
frontline weapon system, is
framed as deepening the bilat-
eral defence relationship.
“This kind of industrial
muscle isn’t just a long-term

goal; it’s an immediate oper-
ational imperative, and the
United States Department of
Warisleading the way,” he said.

Highlighting that Washing-
ton’sbroader Indo-Pacificstrat-
egy was aimed at preserving re-
gional stability while ensuring
that no single power could
dominate the region, he said:
“What we seek ... is a genuinely
stable equilibrium that works
for Americans as well as for our
allies.”

He added that the Indo-
Pacific remained central to US
security and prosperity, under-
lining that Washington re-
mained committed to the re-
gion despite security challenges
elsewhere, including in West
Asia.

He further said that the era
of the United States subsidising
the defence of wealthy nations
is over. “We need partners, not
protectorates. We seek alliances
built on shared responsibility,
not dependency,” he said.

The US would continue to
strengthen military capabilities
and cooperation with allies to
preserve regional stability, he
said, adding that defence com-
mitments have been under-
taken by several Indo-Pacific
partners, including India,
Japan, South Korea, Australia,
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,
Vietnam and the Philippines.

Inanecho of what Washing-
tonhasbeen sayingto European
allies, Hegseth urged the Asian
ones to increase their military
spending to counter China’s
powerand dominanceinthere-
gion, adding that a stronger,
more self-reliant network of
allies is essential to prevent ag-
gression while preserving the
balance of power.

“There is rightful alarm re-
garding China’s historic military
buildup and the expansion of its
military activities in the region
andbeyond,” hesaid, adding: “A
Pacific dominated by any he-
gemon would unravel the re-

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

gional balance of power."

"No state, including China,
can impose its hegemony and
hold the security or prosperity
of our nation and our allies in
question."

“Less Shangri-La, more
ships, more subs," Hegseth said,
underlining that the region
needstoinvestin defence capa-
bility more than conferences.

Respondingtoaquestionon
India’s recent test of an ad-
vanced version of the Agni mis-
sile,

Hegseth said “both sides
there are going to see under-
standable threats coming from
the other...but we are not point-
ing a finger, at least from our
view right now, at either
country.”

He repeated President Don-
ald Trump’s claims regarding
the India-Pakistan ceasefirelast
year giving him credit for
“brokering a peace between
India and Pakistan, two nuclear-
capable countries.”

Armed forces preparing well for Operation
Sindoor 2.0 if it takes place: Army Chief

We arelooking at equipping
ourselves for the next warfare.
The next warfare will not be li-
mited toland, maritime and air
alone. Space, cyber and cogni-
tive will play a very important
role."

Operation Sindoor was In-
dia’s military operation
launched in May 2025 to target
terrorist infrastructure in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir following the Pahal-
gam terror attack that killed 26
civilians.

On the subject of informa-
tion warfare, General Dwivedi
said, "With regards to informa-
tion warfare, victory is always
in the mind and not on the
ground. Therefore, informa-
tion warfare is only successful
onlyifthe whole nation gets to-
gether and trusts the people
who are giving information.
And if that happens and in the
nation we trust each other, Ican
assure you that we will always
win the war."

When asked about the pro-
cess of theaterisation, the Army
Chief'said that it is on the right
track.

"Asof now all the discussions
on theaterisation have gotten
over within the Chiefs of Staff
committee. The complete re-
port has been submitted to the
defence minister. It is under-
going a review from the various
stakeholders at this stage. The
Chief of Defence Staff and pres-
ent three chiefs have taken a
consciousview that all the major
interests of the three servicesare
met with. Whenever synergy
needs to be brought, there will
be some giveaway by all the
threeservices. Service chiefs will
be responsible for raise, train
and sustain functions and the-
atre commanders will be re-
sponsible for the operation or-
chestration of the forces. We are
hopeful that the next set up
which is coming under the new
CDSwill beable totake thejour-
ney forward and in the next two
tothree years we should be able
to see it happening on the
ground or getting translated on
ground."

Addressing the passing out
cadets after the parade, Gen
Dwivedi said, “The world you
are stepping into does not

pause for introductions. The
boundary between competi-
tion and conflict has blurred.
Threats today do not always ar-
riveinuniformoronadeclared
front. From contested gray
zones to the high-velocity hy-
brid warfare, today’s security
environment demands that
those who serve must think
sharply as they act. Operation
Sindoor demonstrated thatand
set the benchmark when na-
tional will was expressed with
precision and resolve, defining
how Bharat responds to provo-
cation. That standard now be-
longs to you to uphold.”

He further said in his
speech, “The integrated re-
sponse you witnessed in Oper-
ation Sindoor was built on
exactly the kind of foundation
NDA lays down: jointness, not
as a concept studied, but as an
instinct lived alongside soldiers
of all three services from day
one. As our defense services
deepen their integrated struc-
tures, remember, irrespective
of the uniform we wear next,
you will serve shoulder to
shoulder again --both men and

women.”

Eagleon Arms

When asked about the
drone operationsduring thein-
teraction, the Army Chief said,
"You must have seen that ever
since I took over as the Army
Chief, I have always said 'Eagle
on the Arms,' meaning every
jawan should know how to op-
erate a drone. Training on
drone operations is being con-
ducted in all our military acad-
emies and institutions. When I
came here to the NDA in De-
cember, I handed over the
Army Training Team four to six
large drones and simulators
after discussions with the Com-
mandant.”

“The NDA Commandant
took the initiative further and
several more drones have been
inducted here. So a combatant
needs to have an understand-
ing of drones and counter
drone systems. Sowhen cadets
go from here to the battlefield,
where drones will be used ex-
tensively, the training they re-
ceive here will be critical,” he
added.

Pak-backed terror
group busted, 8 held

Pakistan ISI, underworld oper-
atives and the network of gang-
ster Shahzad Bhatti operating
from Pakistan and Dubai.

The arrests were made in
Maharashtra, Punjab and Delhi
and police said the alleged oper-
atives were in touch with
handlers in Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh. According to police, 23-
year-old Vijay ‘Shooter’, who
hails from Mirzapur, was ar-
rested from Pune on May 14.
Based on the information he
provided, his associate Nitish
Paswan, 23, was nabbed from Sa-
hibganjon May 17.

Special Commissioner of Po-
lice (Special Cell) Anil Shukla
said, “Vijay was in regular con-
tact with members of the
Shahzad Bhatti network operat-
ing from Pakistan and Dubai.
Vijay was tasked to carry out

various criminal and terror ac-
tivities in Delhi, Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Rajasthan and UP. He was
also tasked to recruit youth for
executing terror activities in
Delhi-NCR.”

Nitish and Vijay, police said,
confirmed that there were mod-
ulesin Delhi and Mumbai which
were planning attacks in both
thecities, and had already done
arecce of multiple bridges in
Mumbeai and the Dadar station.

Based on Vijay’s disclosures,
twomen — Taugeer Sheikh and
Arbaz Khan — were nabbed
from Mumbai last Wednesday.

“Both were in contact with
ISI handlers Yawar Khan and
MunnaJhingada. Theywerere-
cruited by one Huzaifa from
Mumbai, whoisabscondingand
was working at the behest of
Shahzad Bhatti, Yawar and

Munna. They were tasked to
carry out grenade attacks and fir-
ingatvital installations, security
establishments and police per-
sonnel in Delhi and Mumbai,”
Shukla said.

Arbaz and Sheikh also told
policethey had prepared ateam
toattacksecurity personneland
government buildings in Delhi.
On Saturday morning, police
nabbed three men from Punjab
who were headed to Chattarpur
in Delhi.

A police officer said, “All the
threeaccused, Harvinder Singh,
Gagandeep Singh and Manjeet
Singh, are residents of Punjab.
They were intercepted on the
Mehrauli-Badarpur ~ Road
around 1am today and a heavy
cache ofarmsand ammunition,
including grenades and auto-
matic pistols, were recovered.”

Police said they alsoarrested
a Nepali national, Ang Kami
Lama, in the early hours of Sat-
urday. He had been tasked by
Munna Jhingada to arrange a
hideout for the accused in Delhi

and fund their activities.

Shukla said, “Ang Kami
Lama was lodged in a Thailand
jail from 2001 to 2018 in a nar-
cotics case. There he came in
contact with co-inmates Aizaz
Rasool and Md. Salim alias
Munna Jhingada, both from
Pakistan. After coming out of
jail, Lama maintained contact
with Jhingada.”

Senior officers said the mod-
ule pointed to the re-activation
of the Dawood network.

The arrests come 20 days
after security personnel were
alerted about the possibility of a
terror attackin the Capital. Intel-
ligence inputs, sourcessaid, had
hinted atsuicideattacksand im-
provised explosive devices
(IEDs) mounted on vehicles.

Among the possible targets
were the BJP headquarters on
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Marg
and other crowded areasin Cen-
tral Delhi, according to sources.

In April, the Special Cell ar-
rested 11 people following raids
across Delhi and Punjab.

Shahzad Bhatti

cross-border crime and terror
network.

On Saturday, the Delhi Po-
lice Special Cell arrested eight
persons from multiple cities
for alleged links to Bhatti’s net-
work. According to investiga-
tors, they were planning terror
attacks in several cities.

The arrests have once
again returned the spotlight
on Bhatti. From Pakistan Pun-
jab, Bhatti first came under the
scanner of Pakistan’s police in
2013, when cases involving
theft and robbery were regis-
tered against him. Several
other cases followed over the
years, including rape allega-
tions that Bhatti denied. His
name was also linked to La-
hore’s criminal underworld,
particularly with figures such
as Farrukh Khokhar, although
Bhatti has publicly described
these ties as “friendships
rather than organisational
ties”.

Around 2015, Bhatti is be-
lieved to have moved to the
UAE, where he said he owned
ascrap trading business along
with agricultural and dairy

ventures. His current location
remains unclear, but investi-
gators believe he moves be-
tween Pakistan and Gulf coun-
tries.

Bhatti was among the so-
cial media personalities who
benefited from TikTok’s rapid
growth in Pakistan after 2018,
building a following through
videos on religion, national-
ism and online controversies.
He frequently commented on
blasphemy controversies in-
volving Pakistani influencers,
including the April 2025
shooting outside the residence
of influencer Rajab Butt.

One of the more intriguing
aspects of Bhatti’s public life
has been his claimed friend-
ship with jailed Indian gang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi. The as-
sociation became more widely
known after investigators
linked him to Zeeshan Akhtar,
an alleged Bishnoi aide ac-
cused in the October 2024
murder of former Maharash-
tra minister Baba Siddique.
The relationship, however, ap-
peared to have soured over
Bishnoi’s anti-Pakistan state-

From Pakistan
Punjab, Bhattifirst
cameunderthe
scanner of Pakistan’s
policein2013, when
cases involving theft
and robbery were
registered against
him.

ments after the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack last year.

While Bhatti’s growing so-
cial media presence had
caught the attention of Indian
security agencies, a grenade
attack in Punjab’s Jalandhar in
March 2024 brought him
under sharp focus. The attack,
near the residence of in-
fluencer Rozer Sandhu in Ja-
landhar district, was allegedly
orchestrated by Bhatti.

Over the last several
months, Indian agencies have
maintained that Bhatti is
linked to Pakistan’s ISIand has
been attempting to expand his
network in India by radicalis-
ing unemployed youth.

More than a dozen FIRs
have been registered against

Bhattiin Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttarakhand, with the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) also registering some
cases. Many invoke provisions
relating to acts endangering
the sovereignty, unity and in-
tegrity of India.

Among agencies investi-
gating Bhatti is the Maharash-
tra Anti-Terrorism Squad. On
May 13, the Maharashtra ATS
conducted raids at nearly 40
locations across the state and
questioned 53 individuals who
had allegedly interacted on-
line with social media ac-
counts linked to Bhatti's net-
work.

According to ATS officials,
the network identifies young
people expressing frustration
with authorities through so-
cial media posts.

“They are promised sol-
utions to their problems and
given inducements,” an ATS
source said. “The recruitment
processis gradual, designed to
test the willingness of poten-
tial recruits. First, they are
given small tasks, and once
they realise the person is moti-
vated, they are put in a separ-
ate group to create law and
order problems.”

Vinesh: ‘Iwill be back’

when her opponents put
herunder the pump.

Vinesh had to fight on the
mat, and off it too. Her morning
started with a curveball thrown
her way. She first had to con-
vince the WFI to let her com-
pete in the 53kg category after
the federation issued a circular
saying she could compete only
in 50kg — the category she last
competed in almost two years
agoat the Paris Olympics. How-
ever, following an argument
with WFI president Sanjay
Singh just before the weigh-in,
the federation reversed its deci-
sion. Vinesh said the delay in
accepting her entry cost her
precious preparation time.

Then came the wait —
nearly five-and-a-halfhours —
for her first bout of the day. Vi-

nesh led 1-0 against Jyothi in
the first round but, after being
warned for passivity in the sec-
ond round, went for the Kill,
winning 7-1.

She was quickly back in the
training zone, a physio giving
her a rubdown and her hus-
band Somvir a pep talk.

Vinesh then came through
in a tough bout against Nishu
—despite trailing 0-5, she over-
turned the deficit toadvanceto
the semifinal against Meenak-
shi.

“Before the Paris Olympics,
I was fighting the system, but
then there was an ad hoc com-
mittee overseeing things. Now
the WFI has a free hand and
they are being openly biased
against me. I will keep fight-
ing,” she said.

Hooch

city died by consuming
spuriousliquor between May 26
and May 28. Seven persons from
Pimpri-Chinchwad, who too
had consumed the same liquor,
areundergoingtreatment at dif-
ferent hospitals.

A few more deceased per-
sons from Phugewadi-Dapodi
and Hadapsar, are suspected to
have died after drinking toxic
liquor. But the police have not
yet confirmed the cause behind
their death.

An FIR was registered at Da-
podi police station in Pimpri
Chinchwad and another at Ha-
dapsar police station in Pune
city, against the illicit liquor
racketeers, under sections 105
(culpable homicide notamount-
ing to muder), 123 (causing hurt
by meansof harmful substances
with the intent to commit a
crime), 110, 125, 275, and 3(5) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, sections 65(E), 68,
81 and 83 of the Maharashtra
Prohibition Act. Three more of-
fenceswerelodged with the state
excise department.

Police officials said the state
CID has taken over the investi-
gationin hooch death cases."As
a part of the probe, we would
look into the forward and back-
ward linkages of the accused
persons," said state CID chief
Sunil Ramanand.

On Friday, the Pimpri
Chinchwad police had arrested
five persons identified as Kar-
nelsingh Takhtsingh Virka, 73,
Gurmangatsingh Karnelsingh
Virka, 45, both residing near
Deccan Paper Mill, Sanjay Nagar,
Phugewadi; Yogesh Ramchan-
draVhankadealias SikandarRa-
thod, 23, of Keshavnagar in
Mundhwa area Pune city; Rad-
heshyam Hariram Prajapati, 35,
of Urulikanchan and Kalpesh
Ashok Agrawal, 29, of Khadki. A
court remanded them to police
custody till June 8.

Probe revealed that accused
Vhankhade got liquor from Pra-
japati in Uruli Kanchan, and
further supplied it to different
partsof Puneand alsoto Virkain
Phugewadi in Pimpri Chinch-
wad.

Police suspect that Vhank-
hade purchased over 200 litres
of Methanol online a few days
before. Then, atalocationinthe
Phursungi area, he allegedly
mixed Methanol into liquor
taken from Prajapati, making it
toxic.

He allegedly supplied the
toxic liquor to Akash Jadhav at
Pandhare Mala in Hadapsar,
Irfan Qureshi at Pawar Wasti in
Dapodi, and Aryan Dhotre at
Wadarwadi in Gokhale Nagar.
Theliquorwassold for merelyRs
30 per pouch at these spots.

After deaths were reported
onThursday, the state excise de-
partment nabbed Vhankhade,
and subsequently, raided the il-
licitliquor densin Hadapsar, Da-

podi and Gokhale Nagar. About
645 liters of liquor mixed with
Methanol wasseized from these
locations.

While Vhankhade was
handed over tothe police, excise
officials took Jadhav, Qureshi
and Dhotre into custody for
further investigation. Liquor
samples were sent tothe forensic
lab.

Police probe confirmed that
Methanol in Pune hootch death
cases came from Rex Interna-
tional Company, having an of-
fice in Vashi and godown on
Anjur Road, Bhiwandi. As per
the orders of FDA Commissioner
Tukaram Mundhe, his team
raided the godown and seized
about 5,929 kg Methanol from
the spot.

“No records regarding the
sale, purchase and stocking of
the poisonous chemical (Meth-
anol) were available at the com-
pany. An offence was lodged
against company owner Arun-
kumar Choubey and an office
bearer Abhishek Choubey atthe
Narpoli police station in Bhi-
wandi. Both accused were al-
ready detained by the state ex-
cise department for
investigation,” the FDA pressre-
lease stated.

It also mentioned that FDA
issued a show case notice to the
company and initiated the pro-
cessof cancellation ofiitslicence
as per the provisions of the Poi-
sonsAct.

Police said accused Vhank-
hadewasearlierbooked inthree
offences. Jadhav and Prajapati
were also booked in four of-
fences each in the past, while
Virka was accused in one pre-
vious case.

Meanwhile, as per the orders
of Amitesh Kumar, Commis-
sioner of Pune city police, three
officers of Hadapsar police sta-
tion - senior inspector Sanjay
Mogale, assistant inspector
Hasina Shikalgar and sub in-
spector Hasan Mulani, were sus-
pended from service for alleg-
edly failing to curb the sale of
illicit hand-brewed liquor in
theirjurisdiction.

Pimpri Chinchwad Police
Commissioner Vinoy Kumar
Choubey suspended six nine
personnel from Dapodi police
station - senior inspector Vijay
Waghmare, sub inspector Raju
bhaskar, havaldars Jaydeep Son-
awane, Navnath Pote, con-
stables Sagar Jadhav, Vishal
Kale. Nine officers and four
staffers of the state excise depart-
ment in Pune were also sus-
pended, stated a press release is-
sued on Saturday.

Inthe wake of hooch deaths,
teams of Uruli Kanchan police
station, Pune rural, conducted
raids at illegal liquor dens at
Shindawane and Bhavrapur vil-
lages in Haveli taluka. “Raids
were carried out on Friday and
would continue. Chemicalsand
equipment used for making
liquor at these spots were
seized,” said police inspector Sa-
chin Wangade.

Money laundering: Court
orders framing of charges
against Jacqueline, Sukesh

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, May 30

ADELHI court on Saturday or-
dered framing of charges
against actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez, alleged conman Su-
kesh Chandrashekhar and 15
others in a Rs 200-crore
money laundering case. The
court ordered framing of
charges against Chandrashe-
kar and 20 others for various
offences, including under the
stringent MCOCA provisions,
in another case registered by
the city police's special cell.

Intwo separate orders, Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge (ASJ)
Prashant Sharma said that
prima facie, there is sufficient
material against the
accused.

In the case registered by
the special cell and later
probed by economic offences
wing, the judge ordered fram-
ing of charges against Chan-
drashekar for personating a
public servant, extortion,
cheating, criminal intimida-
tion, criminal conspiracy,
along with IT Act provisions
and MCOCA sections.

.. . NAGPUR
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HOOCH TRAGEDY

Blurred vision, failed Kidneys: All
patients had similar symptoms

‘Home Department run
by a Pandu Havaldar’:
Congress targets CM

Doctors said that
some of the
patients died just
afew hours after
being admitted.

Manoj More
Pune, May 30

OF THE five persons who con-
sumed toxic liquor and are
undergoing treatment at
PCMC-run YCM hospital in
Pimpri, three have been puton
dialysis after their kidneys
failed to function.

The three are among the
nine persons who were brought
to YCM hospital in last two-
three days from Phugewadi-
Dapodi areas of Pimpri-
Chinchwad.

All of them had consumed
toxic liquor mixed with meth-
anol which they bought fromil-
licit liquor dens operating
brazenly in their area.

Among the deceased are
two brothers, Vijay and Raju
Rathod. Their families said
they were habitual drinkers
and had consumed the toxic
liquor a day before.

"Of the nine who were
brought to YCMH, six have
died. Three were put on dialysis
after their kidneys failed to
function. When a person con-
sumes a toxic substance, his
liver first gets affected and then
hisvital organs. Kidneys which
filters blood gets badly affected
and there is also the possibility
of their function dropping dras-
tically," said DrRajendra Wable,
Dean of YCM hospital and
Medical College.

DrWable reiterated that the
liquor that was consumed by
these individuals must have
been placed with the methanol.

(Clockwise from above) Among
the deceased are two brothers,
Vijay and Raju Rathod; Sachin
Netke (34) was brought dead at
YCM hospital at 9.50 am.

was poisoning with toxic ma-
terials like methanol. We have
sentthe viscera of the deceased
for chemical analysis," he said.

Almost all of them who
were brought to YCM hospital
suffered from blurring of vi-
sion, breathlessness, vomiting,
drowsiness, chest pain, nausea,
abdominal pain. The medical
report of the hospital said they
all indulged in "binge alcohol
consumption.”

Dr Wable said methonal is
mixed with enthanol in hospi-
tals and used as anti-spectic.
"When it is ingested, it is toxic
to the body," he said. Police in-
vestigation revealed thattheal-
leged kingpin Yogesh Vhan-
kade had brought methanol
from Mumbai and had mixed it
with liquor to increase the
quantity so that it could be sup-
plied to in Hadapsar, Dapodi,
Phugewadi and Chatuhshrungi
areas where the illicit liquor
dens operate.

Doctors said the patients
were severely affected by the
poisonous liquor, that some of
them died just a few hours after

"It appears that the liquor  being admitted.
‘Bomb’ note summer party
foundonIndiGo | celebratesglobal
flightturnsout | unityatcollege
tobeahoax Express News Service
Pune, May 30
Express News Service
Pune, May 30 WELLINGTON COLLEGE In-
ternational Pune recently
INYET ANOTHER incidentof | hosted its inaugural Summer

its kind, a paper note written
“bomb” was found in the wash-
room of a Pune-Guwabhati In-
digo flight, forcing the police
and security personnel toswing
intoaction at the Pune Interna-
tional Airport on Friday morn-
ing. However, the message later
turned out to be a hoax as no
bomb was discovered during
security checks. The flight got
delayed by a couple of hours,
police said.

Following the incident, the
Vimantal police station regis-
tered a First Information Report
(FIR) against an unidentified
person for allegedly spreadinga
bomb hoax.

“Someone seems to have
played a mischief. An offence
has been registered against un-
identified accused. This is the
third such incident reported in
the last few months. A probe is
on,” said senior inspector Go-
vind Jadhav of Vimantal police
station.

Accordingtothe police, the
paper chit was found in the
washroom of the Indigo flight
around 6.45 am on Friday dur-
ing a routine check, and the
personnel of the airlinewere
alerted immediately.

Subsequently, the policeand
airportsecurity staffers checked
the flight thoroughly, but no-
thing suspicious was found.

In a similar incident on
March 29, a handwritten word
‘bomb’ was discovered onanin-
terior wall of an IndiGo aircraft
from Pune to Amritsararound 5
am. The discovery triggered
swift action from security
agencies, airport officials, and
ground staff, whoinitiated stan-
dard emergency protocols with-
out delay.

All passengers were de-
boarded, and the aircraft was
thoroughly checked, but no-
thingsuspicious was found. The
flight was delayed by about
eight hours. An FIR was lodged
at the Vimantal police station
under sections 125, 351 (4), 353
(1), 353 (2) of the Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita (BNS).

Theflight got
delayed by a couple
of hours, police said.

Unity Party, a vibrant celebra-
tion of diversity, inclusivity,
and global mindedness.
Organised collaboratively by
the school and its parent associ-
ation, Friends of Wellington
(FoW), the event brought to-
gether pupils, parents, and staff
for an afternoon that reflected
the characterofthe community.

The moment they were
broughtin, all of them had tobe
admitted to the intensive care
units of the hospitals.

For instance, Akbar Pathan
(48) was admitted to the inten-
sive care unit of YCM hospital
at6.45amon May 28, hedied at
12.10 pm.

Anand Nikalje (70) who was
admitted in the hospital ICU at
445pm, died at 745 pm on May
28 itself.

Anand Desai (53), who was
admitted in the hospital ICU at
11.20 am, on May 28 died at 4.05
pm.

Akshay Avsarmal (28) who
was admitted in hospital ICU 1
at 10:20 pm on May 29 was de-
clared dead at 645 am.

Rajesh Rajput (53) was
brought dead at YCM hospital
on May 28 at 248 pm.

Sachin Netke (34) was also
brought dead at YCM hospital
at9.50 am.

His family memberssaid he
slept early and had woken up
all sweating at midnight. "He
sleptagain and did notgetupin
the morning. He was motion-
less after which we took him to
the hospital," his family told
The Indian Express.

Express News Service
Pune, May 30

ALLEGING THAT law and
orderin Maharashtra hascom-
pletely collapsed, Maharashtra
Congress president Harsh-
wardhan Sapkal on Saturday
claimed that illegal payments
are being collected and passed
up the administrative hier-
archy, reaching the sixth floor
of the Mantralaya.

“The police administration
nolonger commands fear or re-
spect. Cannabis is being sold
freely, illicit liquor dens are op-
erating unabated, and toxic
liquor has wreaked havoc. Ma-
harashtra has around 500
towns and 43,000 villages, and
illegal businesses and liquor
dens are openly operating
across the state. It is because of
these activities that innocent
people lost their lives in the
toxic liquor tragedy in Pune,”
Sapkal said.

Sapkal launched a sharp at-
tack on the state's Home De-
partment, which is headed by
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, alleging that it was being
run by a ‘Pandu Havaldar’ (a
colloquial reference to an ordi-
nary constable), resulting in
complete lawlessness.

He demanded that Fadna-
vis take responsibility for the
situation and provide Maha-
rashtrawith a capable full-time
Home Minister.

Speaking to the media at
Tilak Bhavan in Mumbai, Sap-
kal accused the government of
acting only after 22 people died
in the toxic liquor tragedy in
Pune, alleging that the crack-
down on illegal liquor units

Youth Congress
workers stage
protest outside
excise office

Pune: In the wake of the tragic
deaths caused by spurious
liquor in Pune, the Maharash-
tra Pradesh Youth Congress
staged a strong protest Saturd-
day outside the Pune District
State Excise Department of-
fice. Youth Congress workers
also attempted to enter the
Excise Department office.
However, in order to maintain
law and order, the police inter-
vened and prevented them
from entering the premises.
This led to a brief period of
tension. Nevertheless, Pune
Police managed the situation
effectively and ensured that
law and order was
maintained. The police facili-
tated a meeting between a
Youth Congress delegation
and Pune District State Excise
Superintendent Atul Kanade.
The delegation sought action
against the illegal liquor trade.
ENS

came too late. He further al-
leged that the Chief Minister
had effectively altered the po-
lice force’s motto of “Sadrak-
shanaya Khalanigrahanaya” (to
protect the good and punish
the wicked).
Respondingtotheincident,
the chief minister vowed that
the government would crack
down on those responsible.

For decades, Begum Barve has
fascinated scholars,now a
young artiste tries to revive it

Dipanita Nath
Pune, May 30

IT IS considered one of the
most unusual and complex
works in Marathi theatre.
Scholars have made Begum
Barve the subject of PhD re-
search, and books have been
published on the play. It is also
one of the reasons Pune-based
Satish Alekar, whois a recipient
of the Padma Shri and the San-
geet Natak Akademi Award for
theatre (Marathi playwriting),
is counted among India's fore-
most playwrights.

Yet it has never been com-
mercially successful. “When
Begum Barve was first staged in
1979, itdidn't receive a good re-
sponse. We had about 20-25
shows. But it was never popu-
lar,” said Alekar about the play.

Actor Gaurav Kanekar, who
hasappeared in Sony Marathi's
Bheti Lagi Jeva, Zee Yuva's
Aambhi Doghi and Star Pravah's
Sahakutumb Sahaparivar, first
encountered Begum Barveasa
final-year student at Lalit Kala
Kendra Gurukul, the Centre for
Performing Arts at Savitribai
Phule Pune University, a de-
partment that Alekar was once
apartof.

As he fell under the spell of
the abstract tragicomedy,
Kanekar decided to present the
play during the final year of his
postgraduate studies. His hour-
long student production, in
which he staged only Act I of
the play, has paved the way for
arevival of Begum Barve, giv-
ing theatre-goers in the city a
chance to watch the classic.
The play will be staged at Bha-
rat Natya Mandir on June 6

The play revolves around
four male characters. Barve
was once a famous female im-
personator in the era of sangeet
natak. Now, he makes a living
by selling incense sticks. Sham-
rao is a tonga driver who once
owned a mare named Begum.
Havinglost strength in hislegs,

A scene from Begum Barve. It was staged for the first time in 1979.

he now limps through life, de-
pendenton Barve. The duolive
inthe darkness beneath a stair-
caseinachawl.

Nearby live the other two
protagonists, Jawadekar and
Bawadekar, clerks in a govern-
ment office. Jawadekar har-
bours feelings for a colleague,
while Bawadekar is attracted to
the Collector’s daughter.
Neither, however, possessesthe
courage to transform these pri-
vate fantasies into reality.

One night, Jawadekar and
Bawadekar see Barve in his fe-
male guise and become en-
tranced. Asthey willingly enter

anillusory world of fantasy and
hallucination, the atmos-
phere grows tense, claustro-
phobic and fraught.

“It took me more than a
month to decode the scenes.
Decoding the characters was
another challenge. People
laugh at the comicsituationsin
the play, but the lasting impact
of the writing is that it provokes
thought,” says Kanekar.

He has attempted to bring
alive the confluence of fantasy,
desire, sexuality, and the linger-
ing contrast between art and
mediocrity that permeates
through the play.

Indian Institute of Information Technology,
Design and Manufacturing, Kancheepuram

2 g ¢

(An Institute of National Importance established by Govt. of India)
Melakottaiyur, Off Vandalur - Kelambakkam Road,

Chennai - 600 127, Tamil Nadu, India

For details,
www.iiitdm.ac.in.

Advt. No. lITDMK/Admn/C/01-2026
IITDM Kancheepuram, located at Chennai
(25km from airport) invites applications for
the following contractual post:

1. Senior Training and Placement
Officer- 1 post

Eligible candidates may apply as per
the details given in the advertisement.
please

The last date for submitting online
applicationis 24 June 2026.

refer our website

Registrar

A6 Aadl ASCRI AsDI Uaer ATl YoI- 411007
* | Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Cooperative Management

A National Institute of National Council for Cooperative Training
Ministry of Cooperation, Government of India (Email : cme@vamnicom.gov.in)

Admission open for Four Years Full Time Residential
Bachelor of Business Administration— Cooperative Banking and Finance
(BBA- CBF) & Agri Business (BBA-AB)
(Approved by AICTE, New Delhi & Affiliated to “Tribhuvan” Sahkari University (TSU),
A National University and an Institute of Eminence established under

Act of Parliament in 2025)

VAMNICOM invites online application for Admission to the BBA- CBF & BBA -AB
(Batch 2026-30) with a valid test score of CUET 2026, UGAT 2026, IPMAT2026 &
JIPMAT 2026 with application fee of Rs. 200/- on or before 30/06/2026. For
details about the admission criteria and programme structure you may please
visit: www.vamnicom.gov.in.
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ADMISSIONS OPEN

FORBATCH 10

1YEAR THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING.

Stop observing Indian democracy from the sidelines.
Step in to learn statecraft and strategy. Earn your place at the table.

1 Yeor Resklential Prograrnima
WHAT YOU WILL LEARN ?

v/ Real-world understanding of politics & governance
V/ Training in campaign strategy & public leadership
V/ Direct exposure to leaders, policymakers & experts
V/ A platform to build your political and public career

WHO SHOULD APPLY

Aspiring political leaders

Anyone serious about
public life & leadership

+9189286 50979 www.iidl.org.in

Students & young professionals
Social & policy enthusiasts

Batch 10 Starts
AUGUST 2026

EF3SE

Scan this for
Registration
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Want to join NDA?

= NDA Regular (4 month) Batch

commenced

m SSB Interview Batches
on regular basis

m XI+XII+NDA (2 yrs)

for students who have appeared/passed std. X

1. Scholarships for meritorious students

g For XI+XII+NDA (2 year batch)
|8 2 First 25 admissions to get special concession in fees

Mahatma Phule Museum Campus,

Ghole Road, Shivajinagar, Pune-4

Tel. : 9850880058, 9028221458. website: www.apexcareers.org
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The march past during the Passing Out Parade (POP); (right) Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi was the Reviewing Officer for the POP at the Khetarpal Parade Ground in Khadakwasla on Saturday. pavan KHENGRE

WITHFLYING CO

The training of the landmark 150th course of NDA culminated with the Passing Out Parade held at the iconic

MEET THE MEDALLISTS

One cracked entrance in fifth attempt,

another strived to

SushantKulkarni
Pune, May 30

A CADET who cracked the Na-
tional Defence Academy (NDA)
entrance in hisfifth attemptand
another who always strived to
be the 'good senior' to his jun-
iors, were among the medal
winners in overall order of merit
from the historic 150th course
which passed out on Saturday.
All the three toppers who
have background military
schools are set tojoin the Army.
The training of the 150th
course of NDA culminated on
Saturday with the Passing Out
Parade (POP) held at the iconic
Khetarpal Parade Ground of the
academy. In a display of preci-
sion and discipline, the cadets
marched past the Quarterdeck
flag mast with a background
score of the emotional and nos-
talgicScottish tune of Auld Lang
Syne. Army Chief General Up-
endra Dwivedi, himself an
alumnus of the 65th course from
the 'Charlie Squadron', was the
Reviewing Officer for the POP.
The parade was conducted
by NDA Adjutant Lt Col Avinash
Pandey astride the horse Reliant
Robin. ThiswasReliantRobin's
11th passing out parade. The
parade for which the cadets
wearing the white summer uni-
form was commanded by Acad-
emy Cadet Captain (ACC) May-
ank Choudhary of Lima
Squadron. The parade line-up
included atotal of 1250 cadets of
which 353 were from the passing

Pl i

be a ‘good seni

(From left) Academy Cadet Adjutant Peeyush Rautela, Battalion Cadet Captain Rohit Kajla and
Battalion Cadet Captain Sahil Sharma. pavan KHENGRE

out course.

Atotal of 353 cadets, includ-
ing 18 female cadets and 24 ca-
dets from 12 friendly foreign
countries marched shoulder to
shoulder crossingthe Antim Pag
- the symbolic last step at the
NDA. The Army Chief presented
the President’s Gold, Silver and
Bronze Medal tothe first, second
and third in the overall order of
merit, respectively.

President’s Bronze Medal
winner Battalion Cadet Captain
(BCC) Sahil Sharma, who hails
from Jammu, said hisjourneyto
the National Defence Academy
was shaped by perseverance,
family support and the inspira-
tion he drew from his father, an

ex-serviceman. “My father’s ser-
vice in the Army inspired me to
pursue a career in the armed
forces. When I told him about
my dream, he got me admitted
to Rashtriya Military School
Chail,” Sharma said. Sharma
added thatsuccessdid notcome
easily. “I cleared the NDA en-
trance examination on my fifth
attempt. Through the four un-
successful attempts, what kept
me going was the unwavering
support of my family and the
encouragement of my mentors
from school.”

Reflecting on his time at the
academy, Sharma said, “The
three years at the NDA have
been the most challenging, de-

manding, rewarding and en-
riching years of my life. Looking
back, I can only say that times
like these and people like them
will never come back. Every
teacher, instructor, officer, staff
member and senior con-
tributed, directly or indirectly,
to my success.” Sharma is now
set to join the Indian Military
Academy.

Winner of the President's
silver medal was Academy
Cadet Adjutant Peeyush
Rautela, who secured first posi-
tion in the Science stream in
academics. Rautela credits his
success to the training he re-
ceived at Sainik School Ghorak-
hal before joining the NDA and

or’
the support from the seniors
and faculty at the NDA.

President’s Gold Medal
winner Battalion Cadet Cap-
tain (BCC) Rohit Kajla, who
hails from Jhajjar in Haryana
and studied at Rashtriya Mili-
tary School Bangalore, said his
school years prepared him well
for life in the armed forces but
the NDA shaped him into a
leader. “My school gave me a
strong grounding in military
discipline and bearing, so the
environment at the NDA was
not entirely new to me. Even
then, the academy presented
its own set of challenges. With
the guidance of seniorsand in-
structors, I was able to over-
comethem, and in the process,
I was transformed physically,
mentally and emotionally. The
NDA taught me how to man-
age multiple responsibilities
and perform under pressure,”
he said.

Talking about his leader-
ship journey, Kajla said, “As I
moved forward, Ilearnt that be-
fore becominga successful sen-
ior, Iwill have tobecomea good
senior to my juniors. And that
is what I strived for. As Battal-
ion Cadet Captain, I was re-
sponsible for leading 504 ca-
dets and making a meaningful
connection with each one of
them. That experience made
me not only abetter leader, but
also a better person.” Kajla said
his father, an Army veteran, has
been his greatest inspiration
throughout his journey.

Khetarpal Parade Ground of the academy. A total of 353 cadets marched shoulder to shoulder crossing the Antim Pag

CELEBRATIONTIME

Cadets celebrate after the Passing Out Parade. avAN KHENGRE

Supreme Court panel member
inspects Pune river stretches
amid environmental concerns

Dipanita Nath
Pune, May 30

ANJAN KUMAR Mohanty, a
member of the Central Em-
powered Committee (CEC),
which was constituted by the Su-
preme Court to monitor the im-
plementation of its orders and
place cases of non-compliance
before it, visited the Ram-Mula
confluence, Balewadi, Dada
Ghat and Sangyvi river stretches
on Saturday.

The visit follows representa-
tionsmade by Puneresidentsre-
garding their ecological con-
cerns over riverfront
development works along the
MulaRiver. The CEC's mandate
covers issues such as encroach-
ment removal, implementation
of working plans, compensatory
afforestation, plantations and
other conservation-related
matters. Forest department offi-
cials, representatives of the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC),
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation (PCMC) and
members of Pune River Revival
(PRR), a citizens' organisation
thatworks for the rights of rivers
and the protection of natural

ecosystems, were present during
the visit.

“Citizensand environmental
groups highlighted concernsre-
garding the loss of riparian for-
ests, disturbance to wetlands
and springs, disruption of faunal
corridors, debris dumping, and
proposed tree felling in ecologi-
cally sensitive riverbank areas.
They have been trying for many
monthstoget these ecologically
sensitive zones identified as
deemed forests,” said a PRR spo-
kesperson. Mohanty examined
the river stretches, interacted
with officials and citizens, and
sought details on riparian veg-
etation, biodiversity and ecolo-
gical conditions.

“Weinformed him that more
than 450 species have been
documented within an approxi-
mately 800-metrestretch of the
river corridor, with records up-
loaded to the Global Biodiversity
Information Facility (GBIF),” the
spokesperson said.

At a subsequent meeting
held at Van Bhavan in Pune,
Shailaja Deshpande of Jeevit-
nadi, an organisation workingto
maintain the health of the city’s
rivers, highlighted several eco-

logically sensitive hotspots
along the river stretches.

“If these areas do not have
astrategy for conservation and
protection, more than 22,150
trees will be impacted. These
are not just trees but eco-
systems surrounded by lianas,
shrubs, herbs, grasslands, wet-
lands and springs. The existing
canopy contains extremely
rich riparian species across
various locations along the 44-
km river stretch within Pune
city, and these need to be pro-
tected for the city's resilience.
We hope that the CEC will take
due cognisance of this and
help create a balance between
infrastructure development
and ecologically sensitive
areas,” Deshpande told The
Sunday Express.

Ajay Phatak, trustee of Ecol-
ogical Society, who was also
present at the meeting, said
there is a need for criteria to
identify riparian forests or buffer
zones so that they can be de-
clared deemed forests.

“We have submitted a draft
document to that effect to Mo-
hanty for his review and further
discussion,” he said.

Doctor whose memory lives on in Ghole Road

Vaishnavi Gujar
Pune, May 30

THOUSANDS CROSS Ghole
Road in Pune every day. Stu-
dents rush towards Fergusson
College, buses move through
traffic, and office-goers pass
without a second glance or
thought to the history associ-
ated with the address. The
road quietly carries the mem-
ory of a man who was far
ahead of his time: Dr Vishram
Ramyji Ghole.

Vishram Ghole was a sur-
geon in the British Army, a re-
former, and a close associate of
social activist Jyotirao Phule.

“Dr Ghole was involved in
the movement for women'’s
emancipation and the uplift-
ment of the
lower castes, es-

Kashibai fountain was built by
Dr Vishram Ramiji Ghole to pay
tribute to his daughter who was
poisoned.

pecially those education of margi-
who were called nalised sections of
Shudras and society.

Atishudras,” At atime when
said Shraddha HIDDE.N girls’ education
Kumbhojkar, a Storles faced severe op-
professor of His- position, Dr Ghole
tory at Savitribai insisted on educat-
Phule Pune University. ing his two daughters. Since

A Report of the Third Year
ofthe Satyashodhak Samaj—a
social reform society founded
by Jyotirao Phule—mentions
that Dr Ghole served as the or-
ganisation’s president and
worked extensively for the

schools for girls were limited,
he sent them to the school run
by Jyotirao Phule and his wife
Savitribai despite social resis-
tance. His daughter Kashibai,
affectionately called ‘Bahuli’
(doll), would walk daily from

their home near the present-
day Faraskhana Police Chowki
to attend school. Kashibai,
who was born in 1869, died in
1877 under tragic circum-
stances. “That little girl had
stopped somewhere on the
road for water, and people poi-
soned her,” said Kumbhojkar.
Despite the devastating
loss, Dr Ghole refused to with-
draw from the cause of
women’s education. “He did
notstop there. He also sent his
other daughter, Gangubai, to

school,” said Kumbhojkar.
Gangubai later became highly
educated. After marriage, she
became known as Gangubai
Khedkar and travelled to the
US, where she delivered lec-
tures on Indian culture.

To ensure that no child
would have to ask strangers for
water on the way to school, Dr
Ghole built a public water
fountain known as Bahulicha
Houd. At the site, he also in-
stalled a statue of asmall curly-
haired girl in memory of his

daughter Kashibai. The foun-
tain has since been moved
from its original location close
to the Ghole family home and
is now kept in a corner of the
premises of the Faraskhana
Police Chowki in Shaniwar
Peth.

Apart from hisworkin edu-
cation and social reform,
Ghole also addressed issues of
farmer distress, especially dur-
ing the period following the
1875 Deccan Riots, a localised
peasant uprising in the Poona
and Ahmednagar districts of
the Bombay Presidency di-
rected against exploitative
moneylenders. At a major con-
vention of Deccan farmers
held at the Chaturshringi
grounds, he spoke about mod-
ern agricultural practices and
and methods that could re-
duce the hardships faced by
farmers.

“He explained how better
farming could be done using
different methods so that
farmers would not have to face
distress,” Kumbhojkar said.

Today, the road, which
stretches from Bal Gandharva
Rangmandir towards Fergus-
son College, stands as a mem-
orial to the legacy of a man
who dedicated his life to edu-
cation, social reform, women’s
emancipation, and the welfare
of ordinary people.

.. . NAGPUR
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Silver Jubilee Year

GAURAYV, VIKAS AUR SANKALP KA PARV

Govt. of Uttarakhand

ShriKedarnath®

Devbhoomi /g\;\

Ulla

VIKAS BHI, VIRASAT BHI

Shri Gangotri

% Divine and Majestic
Utra

A WARM WELCOME
TO ALL DEVOTEES

| would also urge every guest visiting Uttarakhand to truly
enjoy this new experience. During your journey, | encourage
all travellers to observe a "Digital Fast" and strive to live
within the natural beauty of Uttarakhand. This will provide
you with a unique sense of satisfaction.

SPIRITUAL AND NATURAL ATTRACTIONS NEAR THE CHAR DHAM ROUTE

Janki Chatti & Hanuman Chatti, Kharsali Bhairavnath Temple, Vasuki Tal, Gaurikund,
Village, Saptarishi Kund, Lakhamandal, Triyuginarayan Temple, Chopta - Tungnath -
Kedarkantha Trek, Rana Chatti. Chandra Shila, Deoria Tal.

) e ) sz

Gaumukh Trek, Bhojbasa & Tapovan, Mana Village, Vyas Gufa & Ganesh Gufa, Bhimsila,

Historically, we have always traveled from our homes to
Devbhoomi for the Chardham Yatra with a specific resolve.
In this spirit, | wish to urge you to take Five Resolves (Panch
Sankalp):

First Resolve - Cleanliness is Paramount: Maintain
cleanliness within and around the shrines. Contribute your
part to keeping the rivers clean. Take a pledge for a journey
free of single-use plastic and uphold the dignity of this

Surya Kund & Gauri Kund, Harsil Valley,  Auli, Valley of Flowers, Vasudhara Falls, =Ty eeEe el

Mukhimath (Mukhba), Dayara Bugyal Charanpaduka, Tapt Kund & Narad Kund, Sec?nd Resolve - S_e_nsitivity tOM{am!S_ LT and
Trek, Gartang Gali, Kashi Vishwanath  Jyotirmath (Joshimath), Satopanth Lake, G B Sene e o U G itk ks <
Temple (Uttarkashi), Nachiketa Tal &  Pandukeshwar, Adibadri Temple, Hemkund Sahib. My dear Countrymen, f:jrx\r’:r‘:zr:aal':?A:g:\?;;i:i:}igﬁ;ﬁfl:::trsl::ﬁ;sbitséz

Dodital. , . ,
The sacred Chardham Yatra has commenced in the holy MaaKe Naam' (A Treein Mother'sName).
land of Devbhoomi Uttarakhand. This divine pilgrimage to
the four shrines, including the darshan of Baba Kedar, is a
magnificent celebration of India's eternal (Sanatan) cultural
consciousness. Jagadguru Adi Shankaracharya gave a new
direction to Indian culture through his pilgrimages to
Badrinath and Kedarnath. Similarly, Jagadguru
Ramanujacharya and Jagadguru Madhvacharya also visited
Badrinath to enrich their spiritual philosophies.

Third Resolve — Emphasis on Service, Cooperation, and
Unity: Since ancient times, our pilgrimages have been a
medium for universal service and social harmony. Even
today, people serve pilgrims with this same spirit. | urge
every pilgrim visiting the Chardham to perform at least one
act of service every day of their journey. Help your fellow
travellers and connect with people coming from different
parts of the country. By participating in their traditions,
strengthen the spirit of 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'
through this pilgrimage.

L -

Even today, these four shrines nestled in the lap of the

fi&The Honourable Prime Minister has termed the
third decade of the 21st century as the 'Decade of
Uttarakhand.' In line with the Prime Minister's
vision, we are working with an 'unwavering
commitment' (Vikalp Rahit Sankalp) to make the
stateanideal stateineveryfield.§y

Pushkar Singh Dhami, chief Minister, Uttarakhand

Kandolia Temple Kartik Swamy Temple
Pauri Garhwal Rudraprayag

I

Gopinath Temple Kamleshwar Mahadev Temple
Gopeshwar, Chamoli Srinagar Pauri Garhwal

Mandatory Registration: Registrationis compulsory before commencing the Yatra.
Verify Contact Details: Please ensure you enter the correct mobile number during
registration.

Be Prepared for Weather: Carry adequate woolen clothes,anumbrella, and araincoat.
Accurate Health Data: Provide precise healthinformation during the registration process.
Senior Citizen Advisory: Senior citizens are advised to undergo a medical check-up before
startingthejourney.

Medication: If you are on prescribed medication, carry a sufficient stock of your
medicines.

Acclimatisation: Take frequent breaks at various transit points along the route to
acclimatize tothe high-altitude climate.

Health First: If you feel unwell, please do not proceed with the journey.

Beware of Scams: Avoid unauthorised individuals claiming to facilitate 'Darshan’ at the
shrines.

Keep Tracks Clean: Cooperate with usin keeping the pilgrimage routes clean; do not litter.
Safe Driving: Maintain controlled vehicle speed and park only in designated parking
areas.

No Plastic: Strictly avoid the use of single-use plastic.

Modes of Registration

@ Visit the website or scan the QR Code:
registrationandtouristcare.uk.gov.in

o Download the App
touristcareuttarakhand

{) Google P'W] {‘ App Store }

: FOR ANY ASSISTANCE. :
: PLEASE CONTACT OUR 24X7 : W
a TOLL FREE NUMBER: ' a ¥ o .-\.E_
: FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT : - i-._" I.-
PHONE: o A
0135-2552627 || e
0135-2559898 i A ’
E-MAIL: ' BPR_LIK
1
1

touristcare.uttarakhand@gmail.com

Himalayas remain divine centers of our eternal faith and
belief. Every year, people belonging to diverse languages,

traditions, and cultures come here, further strengthening
the spirit of 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'. This year's Yatra is spend at least five percent of your total travel budget on
purchasing local products. Even if a local item is not

immediately needed in this season, try to buy it for future
use.

Fourth Resolve - Promoting 'Vocal for Local': From the
time you leave your home until you return, ensure that you

an extension of that very tradition.

Our scriptures state:

ufremfahriaiie fageefar:| ) .
— NN G, Fifth Resolve - Adherence to Dlsq.plme, Safety, and
N Decorum: Follow the rules of the journey and traffic

instructions. As a responsible and alert citizen, make this
pilgrimage safe and accessible. Let us ensure that our
journey does not cause any inconvenience to the people
involved in the organisation and management of this Yatra.

Meaning: The immense merit (Punya) earn through grand
Yagyas (sacrificial rituals) and charity is profound. However,
the merit obtained through a pilgrimage (Tirtha Yatra) is
even greater than that gained through those rituals.

In the resolve for a 'Viksit Bharat' (Developed India), the role
of a'Viksit Uttarakhand' is extremely vital. A few years ago,
at the gateway of Baba Kedar, | had said that this decade
would be the 'Decade of Uttarakhand.' Today, the progress
of Uttarakhand is turning that belief into reality.
Uttarakhand is setting new benchmarks in all three sectors:
tourism, spirituality, and economic growth.

In recent years, a large number of creators and influencers
have started visiting the Chardham. | urge all of you to make
an effort to share the local stories of Uttarakhand and its
small, unique traditions with the masses.

May the blessings of Baba Kedar and all the four shrines
infuse your life with new energy, new inspiration, and new
resolutions. Thisis my wish foryou.

The great ritual of development (Vikas ka Mahayagya) that
has been underway in Uttarakhand for the past few years
has made the Chardham Yatra more accessible, safer, and
divine than ever before. This is providing great convenience
to the visiting devotees, saints, and tourists. In all these
efforts, every care is being taken to preserve the natural
beauty of Uttarakhand.

My heartiest best wishes to all of you for a successful, safe,
divine, and soulful journey.

Panch Kedar

1. Kedarnath
2.Tungnath

3. Rudranath

4. Madhmaheshwar
5. Kalpeswar

1. Devprayag 1. Vishal Badri
2.Rudraprayag : 2.Yogdarshan Badri

Use only the official portal
for Helicopter Bookings

3. Karnprayag 3. Bhavya Badri To Avoid anv Fraud

4. Nandprayag 4.\'radha Badri e v

5. Vishnuprayag 5. Aadi Badri WWW.hElivatI‘a.irCtC.CO.in

During the Chardham Yatra, you can also visit and experience the divine Panch Kedar, Panch Prayag
and Panch Badri. In the Panch Badri, Lord Vishnu is worshipped in various unique forms

ISSUED IN PUBLIC INTEREST BY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS, UTTARAKHAND.

@ www.uttarainformation.gov.in | €9 DIPR_UK | @) UttarakhandDiPR | ) UttarakhandDIPR
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Adopt mandatory
family planning to
bring population

under control: BJP
Bengal chieftoCM

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 30

STATING THAT it was impera-
tive to control population
growth of West Bengal, state BJP
president Samik Bhattacharya
on Saturday asked Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikaritoadopt
effective policies, including
mandatory family planning.

Sharing the stage with the
chief minister during the
launch of the HPV vaccinedrive
in Kolkata, Bhattacharya said
family planning was crucial.

During his speech, Samik
Bhattacharya said, “The issue
of the growing population in
West Bengal needs to be con-
sidered with utmost impor-
tance. In the interest of build-
ing a healthy, orderly society, it
isimperative to increase aware-
ness about family planning and
adopt effective policies.”

“In a healthy society,
whether family planning can
be made mandatory or making
it a flagship programme of the
government, and through vig-
orous awareness campaign,
population growth can be con-
trolled,” Bhattacharya, a Rajya
Sabha member, said.

“We have to see whether we
can ease the pressure on land
(from the rising population).
We have to see whether,
through birth control, we can
doall-around development for
women. We can bring in educa-
tion and socio- economic de-
velopment of women. The
chief minister will take a deci-
sion on this,” he added.

Praising the chief minister
for having “touched the emo-
tions of the people”, Bhatta-
charya said, “Certain exemp-
lary decisions have been taken
by the new government. The
state government welfare
schemes have been aligned
with the Central schemes. I
would request the chief min-
ister to shoulder the responsi-
bility of population control (in
West Bengal).”

Bhattacharya’s statement
comes amid the Centre form-
ing a five-member High-Level
Committee on Demographic
Change to investigate “artifi-
cial” and "unnatural" popula-
tion change across the country.

Abhishek gets CID summons,
attacked b mob hours later

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 30

TRINAMOOL  CONGRESS
(TMC) MP and national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee
was heckled and eggs tossed at
him Saturday evening while
visiting Sonarpur to meet the
family of a party worker whowas
allegedly a victim of post-poll vi-
olence. Theincident marked Ba-
nerjee's first public appearance
since the TMC'sdefeat in the re-
cent West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions. The same day, the West
Bengal CID summoned Baner-
jee, asking him to appear before
iton Monday.

Banerjee allegedly came
underattackwhile on hiswayto
meet the family of Sanju Karma-
kar,a TMCworker whowas mur-
dered allegedly during post-poll
violence. As he entered Sonar-
pur on a motorcycle, protesters
allegedly attempted to assault
him. Witnesses claimed that he
was heckled, his shirt was
tugged, and objects, including

TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee after
the attack in Sonarpur, South 24
Parganas, Saturday. ExPress

bricks, shoes and eggs, were
hurled at him.

The motorcycle on which
Banerjee was travelling was also
allegedly pushed to the ground
amid the chaos. Protesters were
heard chanting "Chor, chor
(thief)” slogans against the Dia-
mond Harbour MP.

Banerjee's security person-
nel were seen attempting to
shield him from the crowd.
Wearinga cricket helmet for pro-
tection, the TMC leader con-
tinued moving forward despite
the protests. Eggs were also
thrown at him, and several but-

tons on his shirt were torn off.

"Thisis BJP-sponsored. Look
atthesituation. We have cometo
meet victims of post-poll viol-
ence, but the police are nowhere
to be seen despite repeated re-
quests," he said later.

"Iwill move both the High
Courtand the Supreme Courtre-
garding thisincident. In the last
15 years, such a thing has never
happened.Idonotexpectsecur-
ity from this government. Over-
night, bulldozers are deployed,
but I do not expect protection. I
willstand by this family,” he said.

Meanwhile, several women
protesters gathered outside the
house, carrying brooms and
raisingslogans against Banetjee.
Some questioned the TMC
leadership's role during the RG
Kar Medical College and Hospi-
tal rape-murder case. "They pro-
tected the culprits. Where were
they when the entire country
stood in solidarity with the RG
Kar victim?" one of them said.

After the incident, Banerjee
was taken to a private hospital.

Former chief minister and TMC
chairperson Mamata Banerjee,
along with other family
members, also headed there.
Within an hour, Banerjee was
seen leaving the hospital in a
wheelchair,accompanied by the
former CM. The TMC con-
demned the incident through a
social media post, which Ma-
matashared, adding: “Rulersbe-
came killers — shame on you,
The attack was condemned
by Samajwadi Party chief Akhi-
lesh Yadav, whosaid, “By orches-
trating a murderous attack on
Shri Abhishek Banerjee ji, a key
leader of the Trinamool Con-
gressin Bengal, theanarchic BJP
government in Bengal has
proven that the BJPis capable of
nothing but hate-filled,
negative, violent politics..”
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said, "Strongly con-
demn theshockingattackon MP
Shri Abhishek Banetjee in Son-
arpur, as he went to meet the
families affected by post-poll vi-

olence in the state. The deliber-
ate lack of adequate police pro-
tection for a prominent Opposi-
tion leader speaks volumes
about the BJP’s politics of ven-
dettaand persecution."”

BJP state president and MP
Shamik Bhattacharya con-
demned the incident while
denying any role of his party.
"Why the police were not pres-
ent, as alleged by him, I do not
know,” he said.

Meanwhile, a four-member
team from the CID went to Ba-
nerjee’s Harish Mukherjee Road
residence, only to be informed
that the Diamond Harbour MP
was not there. Afterwards, he
said, “I reside in my Kalighat
Road house. If they (the CID)
want to give notice, they will
havetocomehere.” CID officials
who returned to the Kalighat
Road house were told that the
MP was busy and would not be
able to meet them right away,
prompting themtowait fora few
hours. The reason for the sum-
monsisas yetunclear.

Monsoon at Kerala’s
doorstep but likely
tomiss Junelonset

Express News Service
Bengaluru, May 30

THE SOUTHWEST monsoon is
most likely to missits date with
Kerala on June 1 this year.

The normal monsoon onset
date over Kerala, which marks
the commencement of the sea-
son over the country, is June 1
with alikely deviation of 7 days.

The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) said Satur-
day the conditions were favour-
able for further advance of
southwest monsoon over to
southern peninsular India, in-
cluding Kerala and Tamil Nadu
in the coming week.

The Met office said, “The
monsoon advance was likely
into some more parts of south-
west and southeast Arabian
Sea, Lakshadweep islands,
some parts of Keralaand Tamil
Nadu, some more parts of
southwest, west-central, east-
central and northeast Bay of
Bengal and remaining parts of

southeast Bay of Bengal during
the next 4 to 5days.”

In2023, the monsoon onset
over Kerala was realised on
June 8, whereas it had an early
onset both in2024 (May 30) and
2025 (May 24), as per the IMD
data.

On Saturday, the monsoon
progressed further into some
more parts of southwest and
southeast Arabian Sea, Lak-
shadweep islands, Comorin
area, southwest, southeast,
west-central and east-central
Bay of Bengal, and some parts
of northeast Bay of Bengal.

Thisyear, the all-India rain-
fall during the southwest mon-
soon is forecast to be below-
normal and quantitatively
remain 90 per cent of the Long
Period Average of 870mm (1971-
2020).

The monsoon onset over
the Andaman Sea and neigh-
bouring areas was realised on
May 16 this year, which was
nearly aweek ahead of normal.

Over 400 alleged Bangladeshi migrants
detainedin holdlng centres across Bengal

Atri Mitra
&Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 30

IN THE first seven days after
opening holding centres across
thestate, the West Bengal admin-
istration hasso farapprehended
around 400 alleged Bangladeshi
citizens for deportation.

According to the state ad-
ministration, the highest
number of detentions are from
the Basirhat police district,
where 335 alleged undocu-
mented immigrants have been
detained. The detainees here
have been kept in Tentulghati,
Pathorshati, Charghat and Sub-
hashnagar flood centres.

Apart from Basirhat, alleged
Bangladeshi immigrants have
also been detained in Malda,
Murshidabad and South Di-
najpur districts. It has also been
learnt that the detainees are
being kept in police districts
such as Baruipur, Barasat, Cooch
Behar, Jangipur, Krishnanagar
and Bongaon. The state admin-

Adeportation centre set up in Murshidabad district, West Bengal. pri

istration has further tightened
security and surveillance at all
the holding centres here. Ac-
cording to sources, the district
administrations concerned have
also been given special instruc-
tions to ensure that the deten-
tion and deportation process is
completed swiftly and smoothly.

Sourcessaid that the holding
centres are being continuously
monitored and additional police
havebeen deployed to maintain

law and order there.
Meanwhile, four labourers
from Kerala are among the
Bangladeshi immigrants who
came to the Hakimpur border
outpost on May 26. They came
hereinabid toreturnhome, but
were sent to a detention centre
in North 24 Parganas district.
Speaking over the phone,
Motleb Hossain, one of the four
youths, said, “Our biometrics
were done yesterday. They took

FROM PAGE 1

our fingerprints and other in-
formation. The BSF officials also
interrogated us and took all de-
tailsofhowweentered Indiaand
where we worked and stayed.
We told them everything.”

Another youth, Fahim Mal-
ida said they were being pro-
vided with proper food at the
centre. “But we want to return
home. We have been told that
soon we will be sent back to
Bangladesh.” The group had
crossed into India about eight
months ago with help of a tout.

“The tout who helped us
cross took Rs 7,000 per head,”
said Malida. From there, they
took a bus to Kerala where they
worked as a mason on a daily
wage of Rs 1,000. “The trouble
started after polls. They (land-
lords) wanted Aadhar cards to
allow us to stay. We didn’t have
that, sowe decided toreturn. An
Indian tout promised a safe re-
turn... Later, he brought us to
checkpostand suddenlyleft. We
had given him Rs 10,000 per
head,” Malida added.

Hamirpur bridge collapse: FIR against
contractor firm, owner and superv1sor

Express News Service
Lucknow, May 30

A DAY after six labourers were
killed in Uttar Pradesh's Hamir-
purdistrict whenaconcreteslab
from an under-construction
bridge over the Betwa river col-
lapsed onthem, police on Satur-
dayregistered an FIR against the
private construction firm en-
gaged in the project, its owner,
and a supervisor.

The FIR has been filed
against the Kanpur-based con-
struction agency, M/S The
Sheter, its owner Vijay Pratap
Singh and supervisor Nitish Sa-
chan, onacomplaint filed by Di-
leep Kumar, deputy project
manager of the UP State Bridge
Corporation Limited which had
contracted the project to the
firm. Charges of causing death
by negligence and acts endan-
gering life or personal safety of
others have been invoked
against them.

The complainant alleged
that on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday, a severe

Officials at the site of the bridge collapse, which left six labourers
dead and three injured, in Hamirpur district, Uttar Pradesh. riLe

high-velocity =~ windstorm,
coupled with the contractor’s
negligence, led to the collapse
and damage of asegmental span
of the under-construction
bridge. The six labourers sitting
beneath the span were buried
under the debris, he added.

Hamirpur Circle Officer Ra-
jesh Kamal said no arrests have
been madeso farin the caseand
further action will be taken
based on the evidence gathered
during the investigation.

The 800-metre-long bridge

has been under construction
since 2024 and is being built to
connect Mora Kandaur and
Kandaurvillages in Kurarablock
of the district.

Following the incident, the
State Bridge Corporation sus-
pended assistant engineer Ga-
jendra Chaudhary while a de-
partmental inquiry wasinitiated
against Dileep Kumar, the dep-
uty project manager.

Thedepartment hassetupa
three-member committee to
probetheexact cause of collapse.

How NEET 2026 breached safeguards put after 2024 leak

CONOPs, was not consistently
enforced in 2026. And the per-
sonwho had builtand overseen
that framework was gone at the
wrong moment, leaving a
leadership vacuum in the sys-
tem during the most sensitive
phase of exam preparation.

“We are missing the larger
issue,” said one official, who did
not wish to be identified. “If the
confidential operations proto-
cols were functioning the way
they were supposed to, it would
have been extremely difficult for
anybody to access, retain and
circulate complete sections of
the paper.”

The Education Ministry and
the NTA did not respond to
emails seeking comment.

Two leaks, two
different failures

To understand what may
have gone wrongin 2026, it helps
tofirstunderstand how this con-
troversy differs from 2024.

The NEET-UG 2024 scandal
stemmed from vulnerabilities
thatemerged after the paper had
left the NTA system: during
printing, transportation, bank
storage and movement toexam-
ination centres. The leak that
year occurred in Jharkhand.
Those gaps were substantially
plugged ahead of NEET-UG
2025through aseries of stringent
protocols — the CONOPs at the
heart of these — introduced on
therecommendationsofahigh-
level committee headed by
former ISRO chief K Radhak-
rishnan, constituted in the wake
of the 2024 controversy. Four
members of this very committee
weretasked with overseeingthe
implementation of CONOPs for
2025.

CONOPs have two distinct
phases. The first covers paper-
setting, which happens months
in advance, between December
and February. The second
covers paper transportation,
closer to the exam, in April.

In 2024, it was the second
phasethatwascompromised. In
2026, officials now believe it was
the first — the phase that was
supposed to be the most tightly
sealed ofall.

e THECHAINANEET PAPER TRAVELS, WHERE IT CAN BREAK

Paper-setting (Dec-Feb):
Chief paper setters, subject
experts draft questions in special

CONOPs room.

Translation (Jan-Feb): The

English master paper is
translated into 12 regional
languages by translators required
to work inside the CONOPs room
under the same strict protocols.
Thisis where the 2026 breachis
believed to have occurred.

Finalisation & encryption:

Master paper & translations
are locked, encrypted and stored
within NTA system before being

sent for printing.

Printing: Question papers are
printed at designated,
security-cleared facilities.

Packaging & dispatch:

Papers sealed in tamper-
evident packaging, taken to
designated strong rooms at exam
cities.

Storage in strongrooms

(April onward): Papers kept
under guard in bank vaults or
designated secure locations until
exam day. (The 2024 breach is
believed to have happened during
storage and transport)

Last-mile transport (Exam

day): Papers moved from
strong rooms to exam centres
under escort, arriving close to the
start of the exam.

Distribution: Centre

superintendents receive
sealed packets, open themin front
of candidates and invigilators.

Insidethe CONOPs
room

The protocols introduced
after 2024 effectively trans-
formed the paper-setting eco-
system into a sealed operation
almostidentical tothe highly re-
stricted systemsused by the IITs
for the JEE Advanced examin-
ation.

The CONOPs room itself,
where papers were set with the
help of subject expertsand chief
paper setters, was designed tobe
entirely self-contained. Books,
storage facilities, a refrigerator,
microwave and pantry were all
provided inside, so that paper
setters, translators, vetters and
domainexpertshad noreasonto
step out. A vestibule at the en-
trance was where team
memberswere required toleave
all personal belongings —
phones, laptops, iPads, pen
drives. No electronic devices
were permitted past that point.
There was no internet access.

Only authorised CONOPs
team members could enter. All
translation work was to be con-
ducted on air-gapped com-
puters, physically disconnected
from the internet and external
networks, with file access logs
trackingevery timeadocument
was opened. No material was to
beleftontablesat the end of the
day. Rough sheets and working
notes were shredded daily.

Each evening, the room was
locked and sealed by the chief
paper setter or chief vetter, who

alone retained the key. Team
members were also barred from
participatingin any external ac-
tivities while paper-setting oper-
ations were underway.

“No phones, laptops, pen
drives or external devices were
supposed to enter the confiden-
tial operationsroom,” said a per-
son familiar with the 2025 proto-
cols. “Even movement and
access inside the system was
meant to be tightly controlled.”

It was inside this system, or
atleast one nominally bound by
itsrules, that the translators now
accused of the leak were work-
ing. NEET-UGisconducted in13
languages, which means the
English paper must be trans-
lated intoregional languages be-
fore the exam. That translation
work, considered as sensitive as
paper-setting itself, was required
to happen inside the CONOPs
room under the same strict pro-
tocols.

Allthreeindividualsarrested
as translators were involved in
translating the paperinto Mara-
thi. Retired Chemistry teacher
PV Kulkarni, allegedly associ-
ated with the Marathi transla-
tion process, is accused of leak-
ing the Chemistry section.
Pune-based teacher Manisha
Havaldar allegedly leaked the
Physics section, while Manisha
Mandhare is suspected of leak-
ing Botany and Zoology ques-
tions, accordingtothe investiga-
tors. Notably, Kulkarni was also
involved in translating the

Chemistry section for the 2025
exam, the very exam the CO-
NOPs were designed to protect.

“The entire logic of CONOPs
during the paper-setting and
translation phases is that no in-
dividual should be able to freely
access, retain or move complete
sections of the paper outside the
system,” said an official associ-
ated with the examination pro-
cess. “Ifinvestigators are now al-
leging that happened with
individuals linked to different
sections of the paper, then nat-
urally questions arise about
whether the safeguards devel-
oped and implemented in 2025
were enforced with the same rig-
ourin2026.”

Asystemwithout a
steady hand

The protocols, officials insist,
did not fail on their own. Some
attribute it to a change in guard
with gaps in transition.

After the 2024 controversy,
the government removed NTA
chief Subodh Kumar Singh and
gave additional charge to PS
Kharola, then serving as Chair-
man and Managing Director of
the India Trade Promotion Or-
ganisation. Kharola oversaw the
design and implementation of
the entire CONOPs framework
for2025. But hisextended tenure
at the NTA expired on October
19,2025 — just as the paper-set-
ting cycle for NEET-UG 2026
would have been gettingunder-
way.

Between October and Janu-
ary, aperiod considered crucial
for paper-setting preparation,
NTA’s additional charge was
handled by Navodaya Vidya-
laya Samiti chairperson Rajesh
Lakhani — who was simulta-
neously serving in his primary
role elsewhere. A permanent
head, Abhishek Singh, was ap-
pointed only a month before
the May 3 exam.

The result was a leadership
vacuum at the most sensitive
moment. The protocols that
Kharola had built and per-
sonally championed had no
consistent owner as they were
being applied for the first time
without him.

“The CONOPs of 2025 did
not smoothly translate into
2026. That is the core of the
problem,” said one official.
“These protocols are not self-
executing. They require institu-
tional ownership, consistenten-
forcement and leadership that
understands what is at stake.”

Kharola and Lakhani did
not respond to requests for a
comment.

Theirony of May 3

On May 3, the Education
Ministry issued a press release
highlighting the elaborate
monitoring systems in place for
NEET-UG2026. Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
visited the NTA headquartersto
supervise preparations, while
ministry officials monitored
examination centres round the
clock for 48 hours from a control
room at Ambedkar Bhawan.

Within days, however, NTA
received information suggest-
ing a possible leak in Chemis-
try. It began with an email. On
May 7, atip-off arrived without
any attachment, just an allega-
tion that Chemistry questions
had been leaked before the
exam. The agency tracked
down the whistleblower the fol-
lowing day and obtained a PDF
ofaguess paper circulating on-
line. The Chemistry questions
matched.

On May 9, the highest levels
of government were informed
of the suspected leak, around
the same time preparations

were underway for the swear-
ing-in of West Bengal’s new
chief minister. NTA and the
Education Ministry were told
to first confirm the suspicion,
and if verified, cancel the exam.

Over May 9 and 10, Sikar po-
lice in Rajasthan, where the
whistleblower was based, ver-
ified whether the guess paper
PDF had been circulated before
the examination. On May 11,
they confirmed it had — estab-
lishing that the leak had oc-
curred before May 3. NTA for-
mally wrote to the ministry.
The ministry formally ap-
proached the CBI. On May 12,
the government announced
the exam had been scrapped
and the investigation handed
over to the CBL

Officials defended the deci-
sion, saying allowing the result
to stand despite evidence of a
leak would have strengthened
what one officer called the
“paper leak economy.” “Yes,
something wrong happened.
But there was a view that if the
examination was allowed to
continue, the message would
go out that there are no real
consequences for the exam
mafia,” said a senior official. “If
someone has spent lakhs pro-
curing a question paper, then
the system must ensure there
are consequences for that too.”

What Comes Next

CONOPs are back in focus
ahead of the NEET-UG re-test
scheduled for June 21. A fresh
batch of subject experts has
been brought in to set the
paper, though officials declined
to detail the specific measures
being taken.

On May 27, a meeting was
held with former ISRO chief K
Radhakrishnan, whose com-
mittee’s recommendations had
originally shaped the 2025 CO-
NOPs framework.

That addresses the first leg
of the process, paper-setting.
For the second leg, discussions
areunderway on whether assis-
tance from the defence forces
should be sought tostrengthen
the secure transportation and
storage of question papers after
printing.

Chaos after tech glitch
hits CUET-UG exam:
Re-test for 3,765

A total of 73,106 candidates
were present at their allotted
examination centers, and their
biometric registration was com-
pleted. Out of these, 69,341 can-
didates (almost 95%) completed
their examination at their re-
spective centers, said the NTA.

It said the Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS), involved in con-
ductingthetest, reported atech-
nical glitch, prompting NTA to
initially revise the afternoon
session timing and allow full
compensatory time. Itasked the
technical service provider to
conduct a root-cause analysis
and submit its report immedi-
ately.

“We understand that 3,765
candidates who were present
and had completed biometric
registration chose toleave before
theexam could restart. For these
candidates, NTA will hold a re-
scheduled examination asaone-
time measure,” the testing
agency said in a post on X. De-
tails of the fresh examination, it
said, would be announced sep-
arately.

Earlier in the day, the NTA
had announced that candidates
affected by the disruption would
be given another opportunity to
appear for the examination.

The afternoon session was
alsopushed backbyan hour. Ac-
cordingtotherevised timing, re-
porting and entry for the after-
noon session began from 2.30
pm, while the examination
began at4 pminstead of 3 pm.

The NTA said candidates in
the morning session were being
given the full duration of the
paper. The agency also said it
“sincerely regretsthe inconven-
ience caused to students and
parents”.

Meanwhile, TCS CEO and
MD K Krithivasan said a brief
technicalissue caused adelay of
around two hours in the morn-
ingshift of the CUET-UG exam-
ination. “The issue was
promptly identified and re-
solved by our technical teams
and the examination has since

resumed without any impact to
the sanctity of the exam,” he
said. Krithivasan said teams
were actively monitoringall sys-
tems and would ensure seam-
less conduct of computer-based
tests.

At some centres, candidates
said there was confusion on the
ground before the revised ar-
rangement wascommunicated.

At Adarsh Pariksha Kendra
in Noida Sector 64, some candi-
dates said they were asked to
leave the facility around 11 am
after waiting for several hours.
They said entry had begun
around 7 am, but the examin-
ation could not begin because of
server-related issues and techni-
cal errors.

A CUET candidate from
Delhi, whose examination
centre was in Noida, said candi-
dates had come from several
places, including Delhi, Ha-
ryana and Jaipur to take the
examination.

“Wewere allowed entry from
7 am and kept waiting. There
were server-related issues and
technical errors. The invigilators
told us they were unable to
download the question papers.
Later, we were told that further
communication would be inti-
mated by the NTA,” the candi-
datesaid, addingthat many can-
didates had left the examination
centre after being told to leave
the premises.

The disruption caused in-
convenience to candidates and
parents, particularly those who
had travelled from other states
to the designated examination
centres. Awoman, whose daug-
hterappeared fortheexamatthe
Ion Digital Centre in Sector 62,
Noida, said students were made
towait for nearly two-and-a-half
hours amid uncertainty over
whether the examination would
be conducted. “Initially, they
were informed that the exam
had been cancelled. Despite this,
they were not allowed to leave
andtold toremainseated inside
the classrooms,” she said.

.. . NAGPUR
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MARATHA QUOTA DEMAND

Jarange-Pati

Manoj More
Pune, May 30

AFTER MINISTERS of the rul-
ing Mahayuti failed to persuade
Manoj Jarange-Patil to with-
draw his proposed agitation,
the Maratha quota activist
began his hunger strike on Sat-
urday in the scorching summer
heat. Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, meanwhile, said his
government was "positive"
about the demands made by
the Maratha community.

On Friday, a delegation
which comprised ministers
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and
Prasad Lad met Jarange-Patil
and urged him not to proceed
with the fast, stating that all his
demands had been taken up.
The ministers spent nearly two
hours trying to convince the
activist.

However, Jarange-Patil re-
mained firm and began his fast
on Saturday morning on his
farmland. Several villagers
from Antarwali-Sarathi and
other nearby areas also joined
the protest.

Lying ona cot under the sun, Jarange-Patil observes a fast. exrress

Lying on a cot under the
blazing sun, Jarange-Patil wore
a traditional pheta (headgear)
as he observed the fast.

During the meeting, Vikhe
Patil and Lad submitted a gov-
ernment draft addressing the
activist's demands.

Talkand find a
solution
through dialogue. Do

not attack.”

MANOJJARANGE-PATIL
MARATHA QUOTA ACTIVIST

“After the lathi charge at
Antarwali-Sarathi, we saw our
mothers and sisters lying in
pools of blood. Do not think of
doing that again. Do not resort
topolice lathi charges. It will be
difficult for you in the state,”
said Jarange-Patil, referring to
the September 1,2023 incident
in which police lathi-charged
protesters demanding Maratha
reservation in a Jalna village.
The incident had also
prompted him to launch his
first hunger strike in protest.

Reiterating his decision to
continue the fast, Jarange-Patil
said, “Talk and find a solution
through dialogue. Do not at-
tack; the Maratha community
is peaceful.”

Regarding Jarange-Patil's

Thegovtdoes

not make
communities fight
againsteach other.”

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS
MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER

demand for information on 5.8
million Kunbi records, the gov-
ernment draft stated that the
records are available on all dis-
trict websites.

Citizens can access them
online, while physical copies
will be provided if required.

On the issue of issuing
Kunbi caste certificates to Ma-
rathas in the Marathwada re-
gion based on the Hyderabad
Gazette, the draft stated that
the Divisional Commissioner
of Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
has prepared a Standard Oper-
ating Procedure (SOP).

Home visits and special
camps will be conducted over
the next three months, and ac-
tion will be taken against neg-
ligent officers.

It further stated that hel-
plines would be set up at dis-
trict collectors' offices within
eight days to assist applicants
in searching records and ap-
plying for certificates.

Jarange-Patil had also de-
manded the immediate is-
suance of caste validity certifi-
cates. The administration
replied that the Divisional
Commissioner would review
the progress of this work every
15days.

Regarding the implementa-
tion of the Satara Gazette,
which contains the names of
families classified under the
Kunbi category, the state gov-
ernment claims that further ac-
tion would be taken only after
seeking the opinion of the Ad-
vocate General.

The activist has also de-
manded a separate ministry
for the Maratha community.

In response, officials said
steps would be taken within a
month to establish a "Maratha
Reservation Cell".

They also noted that finan-
cial assistance had already

been provided to 275 of the 306
affected families of those who
died during the quota agita-
tion, while the remaining 31
families would receive aid
within 15 days.

Jarange-Patil had also
sought a review of the func-
tioning of village-level com-
mittees. The government
stated that tehsildars would re-
view the work of village com-
mittees, constituted on Sep-
tember 2, 2025, every 15 days.

It was further announced
that the Justice Shinde Com-
mittee, a Maharashtra-ap-
pointed panel tasked with es-
tablishing the methodology for
issuing Kunbi caste certificates
to eligible members of the Ma-
ratha community, would be
granted a one-year extension.

Reacting to Jarange-Patil's
remarks, Chief Minister Fadna-
vis said said his government
works positively and "does not
make communities fight
against each other".
“The government makes deci-
sionsin the interest of the com-
munity. It operates within the

Ibegins fast; CM: govt positive about demands

bounds of the Constitution and
courtdirectives. We are not tak-
ingaway the reservation of one
community to give it to
another. The OBC community
should not fear; no injustice
will be done to them,” he said.

In February 2024, the Ma-
harashtra Legislature unani-
mously passed a Bill granting
10 per cent reservation to the
Maratha community ineduca-
tion and government jobs
under a separate category.
However, Jarange-Patil hasre-
mained firm in his demand
that Marathas be included
under the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) quota.

In September 2025, Jar-
ange-Patil went on a five-day
hunger strike in Mumbai,
where thousands of Marathas
gathered in support.

Following a series of meet-
ings Jarange-Patil ended that
fast after a Government Resol-
ution (GR) was issued imple-
menting the Hyderabad Ga-
zette to extend Kunbi status to
the Marathas in the Marath-
wada region.

NCP(SP) leader’s
nephew Prajakt
Tanpurejoins BJP

Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbai, May 30

IN A setback to the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP (SP), former
minister Prajakt Tanpure, the
nephew of senior NCP (SP)
leader Jayant Patil, joined the
BJPwith hissupportersatthe
BJP headquarters in Mum-
bai, in the presence of state
BJP chief Ravindra Chavan,
on Sunday.

Partysourcesindicated heis
likely to be fielded for the up-
coming Legislative Council
elections from the Ahmedna-
gar Local Authorities’ consti-
tuency. “The decision has
beenmadeinlightofthecur-
rent issues in my consti-
tuency. I also need to think
about my supporters and
their future. I fought for the
party, but I also need to get
support. IfTjoin the rulingal-
liance, development workin
the constituency will take
place,” he said, speaking to
reportersin Mumbai earlier.

Themoveisbeingseenas
politically significant given
Tanpure’s family ties with
Jayant Patil, one of the most
influential leadersin the NCP
(SP). It comes amid efforts by
the ruling Mahayuti to ex-
panditsfootprintin Opposi-
tion strongholds.

A former minister in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment, Tanpure represented
the Rahuri Assembly consti-
tuency and remains an in-
fluential leaderin Ahmedna-
gar district through
cooperativeinstitutions and
local political networks.

His expected entry into
the BJPislikely tostrengthen
the party’s position in parts
of north Maharashtra while
dealing a blow to the NCP
(SP)’sdistrict-level organisa-
tion. Speculation over Tan-
pure’s future had intensified
in recent months after he
maintained contact with sen-
ior BJP leaders, including
Revenue Minister Radhak-
rishna Vikhe Patil. The buzz
grew when he stayed away
from actively positioning
himself for the Rahuri As-
sembly bypoll.

BJP sources said Tan-
pure’s induction is part of a
broader strategy to bring in-
fluential local leaders into
the party ahead oflocal body
elections. For the NCP (SP),
however, the departure of a
leader closely linked to Jay-
ant Patil would be viewed as
a symbolic and organisa-
tionallossatatime whenthe
partyistryingto consolidate
its cadre after a series of de-
fections.

With nominations for the
June 18 Legislative Council
elections closing on June 1,
all eyes will now be on
whether the BJP formally an-
nounces Tanpure as its can-
didate from Ahmednagar, a
move that would immedi-
ately elevate his role within
the ruling alliance.

The move comes
amid Mahayuti’s
effortstoexpandits
Jootprintin
strongholds of
theopposition
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e | STEEL AND MINES DEPARTMENT,
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corrigendum

In reference to the “Notice Inviting Tender” advertisement published in
The Indian Express on 29" May’ 2026. Kindly read Rs. 2,00,000 for Price of]
Tender Document for Behera Banjipali Limestone Block mentioned in
Sr. No-8 instead of Rs. 5,00,000

PUNE METROPOLITAN REGION

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, Pune
E-Tender Notice No.06 for FY 2026-27

PMRDA invites proposals through e-tendering for Appointment of
Consultant for Comprehensive Traffic Engineering, Analysis, Survey,
Detailed Design and Detailed Project Report preparation, Bid
Document preparation and Bid process management, Construction
supervision for improvement and construction of Road Junctions within
PMRDA limits
The Tender document for this work can be downloaded from the website:
www.mahatenders.gov.in from 1st June, 2026 at 11.00 Hrs. onwards. Last
date for submission of the proposal is 16th June, 2026 upto 11.00 Hrs. The
changes if any can be available on www.mahatenders.gov.in.
This Tender Notice can also be seen on PMRDA website.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Engineering Division 1
Pune Metropolitan Region
Development Authority, Pune
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H Ujjivan Small Finance Bank
: Registered Office: Grape Garden, No.27, 3rd "A" Cross, 18th Main,
LIIIvAL 6th Block, Koramangala, Bengaluru-560095, Karnataka.
= == Regional Office: 7th Floor, Aimonte IT Park, Sr.No. 8, Kharadi-Mundhwa
Bypass, Village Kharadi, Pune 411014,

PUBLIC NOTICE
GOLD AUCTION CUM BID INVITATION NOTICE

The below mentioned borrowers (“RAMKUMAR RAKESH SHAHU”) have failed to
repay the loan and redeemed the pledged gold ornaments within the stipulated time in
spite of several reminders

: The Gold Ornaments pledged by the below listed Borrowers will be sold in Public
auction at our Branch premises (Kesar Villa Satnami Precint Layout, Near
Ambedkar Square, Central Avenue Road, Nagpur Nagpur Maharashtra 440008)
on 08/07/2026 @ 10:00AM -3:30PM onwards. The Bank reserves the right to accept
or reject any bid without assigning any reason whatsoever. Please note if the auction
does not get completed on the same day, the same will follow the subsequent days on
the same terms and conditions. If the customer is deceased, all the conditions
pertaining to auction will be applicable to nominee/legal heir. The Borrower are hereby
notified to pay the upto date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of auction,
failing which the pledged gold ornaments will be sold and balance dues if any will be
recovered with interestand cost.

sl Name of Name of the | Descriptionofthe | Approximate | Approximate
No. the Borrower branch of | Gold Omaments Gross Value (INR)
i the Bank Pledged weight (in gms.)
1 | Ramkumar Rakesh | 4496-C A .
Shahu ROAD Ear rings 7.87 102594

Interested parties may visit the above-mentioned Branch address of the Bank with
their PAN Card along with a recent passport size photograph, valid photo identity proof
and address proof, on the auction date as per time indicated above.

For further details and terms and conditions of sale, the intending bidders is requested
to visit our Bank website https://www.ujjivansfb.in/e-auctions and may also contact
our Branch at Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Ltd., Kesar Villa Satnami Precint
Layout, Near Ambedkar Square, Central Avenue Road, Nagpur Nagpur
Maharashtra 440008, Sachin Ashoksing Rathod-7030077888.

Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale: -

1.The intending bidders should submit their bids/quotation in the prescribed form in
closed cover along with his/her ID proof, address proof. Bids/ quotation not in the
prescribed format will not be accepted. The bids/ quotation along with ID proof &
address poof shall be submitted at Ujjivan Small Finance Bank Ltd., C AROAD
branch, Kesar Villa Satnami Precint Layout, Near Ambedkar Square, Central
Avenue Road, Nagpur Nagpur Maharashtra 440008 latest by 08/07/2026 at
10:00AM -3:30PM. Bank has every right to reject or accept the quotation.

2.The sealed bids /quotation will be opened by the official who presides over the
Auction Sale process, in the presence of the available bidders, at 10:00AM -
3:30PM. on 08/07/2026.

3. After opening the bids, the intending bidders may be given opportunity, at the
discretion of the official who presides over the Auction Sale process, to have intense
bidding amongst themselves to enhance the offer price. The incremental amount
will be decided by the official who presides over the Auction Sale process, and
his/her decision shall be final.

4.The participating bidder who bids for the highest amount will be declared as
successful bidder by the official who presides over the Auction Sale process.

5.The successful bidder shall deposit complete Sale Price (viz., the price at which
he/she bids the gold ornament) within 3 (Three) working days of completion of the
auction sale, , in Cash (up to permissible limit) or by Demand Draft. In case of default
by the successful bidder in depositing the amount of Sale Price in the above manner,
the aggregate of amounts deposited by him/her till then shall be forfeited without any
notice and the gold ornaments shall be put for re-auction or sale in any other mode
as deemed fit by the Bank. In such case the successful bidder shall forfeit all claims
in regard to the gold ornaments or to any part of the sum for which it may be sold
subsequently.

6.The successful bidder shall have to get released immediately after payment of
complete Sale Price from the Bank the gold ornaments which are bid by him/her, at
hisher costs and responsibility. He/she shall also bear the applicable statutory
dues/taxes/charges that is required to be paid in order to get the gold ornaments.
The successful bidder shall have to execute requisite acknowledgement letter in
favour of the Bank.

7.The official who presides over the Auction Sale process has absolute right to accept
or reject any or all of the tender/bid/offer and/or adjourn/postpone/cancel the
Auction Sale without assigning any reason, and also to modify any or all terms and
conditions of the sale without prior notice.

8.The sale is subject to confirmation by the Bank.

9.The gold ornaments are put for sale on “AS IS WHERE IS CONDITION” and
“WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.

For further details the intending bidders may contact Ujjivan Small Finance Bank

Ltd., CAROAD branch, Kesar Villa Satnami Precint Layout, Near Ambedkar Square,

Central Avenue Road, Nagpur Nagpur Maharashtra 440008 with Sachin Ashoksing

INDUSIND BANK LIMITED

Registered Office : 2401, Gen. Thimmayya Road (Cantonment), Pune -411 001.

Consumer Finance Division : New No. 34, G.N. Chetty Road, T. Nagar, Chennai - 600 017
State Address: Indusind Bank, Multi Planet Building, Second Floor,
711/C Shankar Sheth Road, Opposite Kumar Pacific Mall, Pune - 411042

PUBLICATION OF DEMAND NOTICE

Notice Issued under Section 13(2) of The Securitizatlon and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
A notice is hereby given that the following Borrowers/ Guarantors have defaulted in the
repayment of the below mentioned credit facilities obtained by them from the bank and said
facilities have been classified as Non- performing assets by the Bank. Whereas the notices
issued to them under section 13(2) of SARFAESI act, 2002 through Registered Post on their last
known address were returned un-served and as such they are hereby informed by way of public
notice about the same. The steps are being taken for substituted service of the notice. The
above borrowers, Co-borrowers and or/their guarantor (wherever applicable) are advised to
make the payments of outstanding within the 60 days from the date of publication of this notice
failing which further steps will be taken as per the provision of Securitisation and reconstruction
of financial assets and enforcement of security interest act 2002. The borrower's attention is
invited to the provisions of sub section (13) of sec.13 of the act, that the borrowers are not
entitled to transfer the secured assets by way of Sale, Lease or otherwise without the prior
written consent of the Bank.

S| |Loan A/c Number, Loan Amount, Name of the
No. |Borrower / Co borrower / Guarantor / Date of
Demand Notice / Amount Out standing

Description of Property
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: All

that Pieces and Parcel of the
MHADA land bearing Western
Portion of Tenement No. 1/13, in
104 T.S.S.1.H.S Tenement

1. | Loan Agreement Number:NEC05362M
Loan Amount: Rs.26,45,000/-

Date of Demand Notice: 29/12/2025
Amount Outstanding: Rs.26,91,457.40/- as Scheme, admeasuring about
on 28/12/2025 with further interest thereon 36.93 Sq.Mtrs. (i.e. 397.51) out of
Borrower: 1. Mr. Lakhan Ishwar Kuril, S/o. Ishwar, | total

Plot No E/47 Near lsrail Hardware Yashodhara | |and admeasuring 101.72 Sq.Mtrs.
Chowk, Pawan Nagar Uppalwadi, Nagpur, | being a portion of the entire land
Maharashtra - 440026, Mobile: 8087790720 Also at: | hearing Khasra No. 49 & 50, of
PlotNo781,  Thakkargram Railway Gate | Mouza Hansapuri, City Survey No.
Thakkargram, Panchpowli, Nagpur, Maharashtra | 1963, Sheet No. 324/22,
-440017, Mobile: 8087790720 Alsoat: ~ Westem | Corporation House No. 756/72,
Portion of Tenament No1/13, KH No.49&50 H | Ward No. 55 within the Limits of
No.756/72, Sheet No.324/22, CS No.1963 Ward | Nagpur Municipal Corporation,
No.55 Mouza Hansapuri, 104 Tsishs Scheme Mhada | Nagpur and Nagpur Improvement
Pachpaoli, Nagpur, Pincode-440002 Trust, Nagpur, in Tahsil and District
Co-Borrower(s): Mrs. Roshni Lakhan Kuril, W/o. | Nagpur the said plot is bounded as
Lakhan Ishwar Kuril, Plot No E/47, Near Israil | under: - East: Remaining Portion of
Hardware, Yashodhara Chowk, Pawan Nagar | |and belongs to Sheikh Rafique
Uppalwadi, - 440026, Mobile: 9766760720 Also at: | Suleman Sheikh, West: Tenement
Plot No E/47 Near Israil Hardware, Yashodhara | No.2/13.North: Remaining Portion
Chowk, Pawan Nagar Uppalwadi, Nagpur, | of land belongs to Jamila Bee
Maharashtra - 440026 Mobile: 8087790720 Sheikh Gaffar, South: Open Land
thereafter Road.

2. |LoanAgreement Number:NNN05304M
Loan Amount: Rs.29,50,000/-

Date of Demand Notice: 01/12/2025
Amount Outstanding: Rs.29,43,146.74/- as (111.48 Sq.Mt) on the land bearing
on 28/11/2025 with further interest thereon Khasra No.7/6 situated at by
Borrower: Mr. S | S Irfansubhan, S/o Sheikh | Aradhana Co-operative Housing
Subhan, 11280/1038 Shesh Nagar, Opp | Society Ltd, Nagpur bearing
Vivekanand School, Hasanbagh Hanuman Nagar, | Mouza-Dighori, P.H.No0.34 A,
Nagpur - 440009 Also At: Plat No.21, Corporation | Ward No.21, Mouza No.193,
House No.2680/A/21/A, Mouza Dighori, Kh.no.7/6. | Sheet No.59, City Survey No.54,
SheetNo.59, Ct.no.54, Nagpur - 440009 House No.2680/A/21/A Tal Dist
Co-Borrower(s): Mrs. Nikhat Tanveer Irfan, Wio | Nagpur. North: Road, South: Plot
S 1S Ifansubhan,1128/J/1038,Shesh Nagar. Opp | No.20, East: Plot No.22, West:
Vivekanand School, Hasanbagh Hanuman Nagar, | Road

Nagpur—440006

Schedule Of Property: All that
part and parcel of bearing of Plot
No.21 admeasuring 1200 Sq.ft

Date: 31-05-2026
Place: Maharashtra

Sd/-Authorized Officer,
For Indusind Bank limited

Jp 3TH

Bank of Maharashtra
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——
BRI : ‘AT, 1501, REAAR, 0T - 411005,
H. O.: ‘Lokmangal’, 1501, Shivajinagar, Pune -411005.

U

Bank of Maharashtra foranamount and interest thereon.

Name of Borrowers
/Guarantors And Branch

1. |Branch : Loni Takali Branch
1) Mr. Anup Vilasrao Fartode (Borrower)

The details of the properties mortgaged to the Bank and
taken possession by the Bank are as follows

1) Hypothecation of plant and machinery.
2) Hypothecation of stock.

CENTRAL RAILWAY

SOLAPUR DIVISION
ELECTRICAL (TRD) WORK

The Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer (TRD), Central Railway,
Solapur, for and on behalf of
the President of India invites
online e-tenders on Railways
e-procurement website
www.ireps.gov.in from reputed,
experienced & licensed Electrical
contractors for the following works. o]
Tender No. SUR/TD/T/2026/15 -
Name of Work: - Electrical TRD
portion of work in connection with
Provision of additional loop lines at
Boribial. Estimated cost:
2,44,42,461.70, Bid Security:-
%4,88,900/-, Completion Period:-
12 months, Validity of offer:- 60
Days, Date & time of tender closing
on website:- 29/06/2026 at 15.00
hours.

25 Sr. DEE (TRD)/Solapur

Travel safely, Avoid footboard travelling

Sometimes
Vi Exlepnt.
But newver
pointlass.

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Byatarayanapura Division,
Zone-1 No. 2152/20, Defence Colony,

9th Main, D Block, Sahakarnagara, BNCC Office, Bangalore-560092.

No: BNCC-Z1/EE/BTP/KPPP/PR/03/2026-27 Date: 30.05.2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
TWO COVER TENDER

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the undersigned for the
works mentioned below from the registered contractors of
Bengaluru North City Corporation, or equivalent registration with
CPWD/ KPWD/ Railways/ MES or any State Government
Organizations.

Sl.

Name of the Work
No.

Annual Maintenance of SWD in Byatarayanapura Division for
1. |the year 2026-27/Call-2. Approximate value of work :
Rs.175.00 Lakhs. EMD : Rs.2,62,500.00 Category : Others

Calendar of Events : (1) Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on
06.06.2026 at 15:00 Hrs noon in the office of the Executive
Engineer Byatarayanapura Division, No. 2152/20, Defence
colony, BWSSB Tank Road, Sahakarnagara office, Bangalore-
560092 (2) Last Date for uploading the Filled proposals is on
10.06.2026 up to 16:00 hours. (3) Date of Opening of Technical
Bid is 11.06.2026 after 16:00 hours. (4) Date of Opening of
Financial Bid after Approval of Technical BID.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, BNCC

3eT PRATT SFRTACT

TRAR W, SICHTT 37T, 9am wids , SR

Zonal office - Amravati
TNPITELE : 0721-2671452, 2678206, 2565588

$Acl/e-mail — legal_ama@bankofmaharashtra.bank.in

I POSSESSION NOTICE (Rule -8(1) For Immovable Property) I

WHEREAS, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bank of Maharashtra under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand
Notice dated mentioned on below column calling upon the Borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being and interest thereon and other charges within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The notice was sent by Regd post AD/Speed Post. The borrower and guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is
hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the said SARFAESI Act read with rule 8 of the said rules
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the

The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, inrespect of time available, to redeem the secured assets

Outstanding
Amount

Thirty Three Lakh Ninety

Demand
Date

Rs. 33,92,604.00 /-(Rs. | 12/03/2026

Mr. Kishor Motilalji Gangan.

Chandur Railway, Dist-Amravati, 444904.
Guarantor/s: 2) Mr. Ghanshyam Motilalji
Gangan

Plot No. 2, Kharbade Layout, Amravati
Road, Chandur Railway, Dist-Amravati,
444904

1) M/s Sundarmoti Trading Company Prop: | 2) All those piece and parcel of Residential Plot No. 2, area admeasuring Date of
262.30 Sq. Mtr. Situated at S No. 14, Kharabe Layout, Chandur Railway, | Thirteen Lakh Seventeen
Plot No. 2, Kharbade Layout, Amravati Road, | Dist Amravati owned by Mr. Kishor Motilalji Gangan. Boundaries: East:
Others Layout of Mr. Banait, West: Layout Road North: Res. Mr.
Kharbade on Plot No 01, South: Property of same owner on plot No 03

3) Allthose piece and parcel of Residential Plot No. 3, area admeasuring
274.50 Sq. Mtr. Situated at S No. 14, Kharabe Layout, Chandur Railway,
Dist Amravati owned by Mr. Kishor Motilalji Gangan. Boundaries: East: | penal interest, cost and
Others Layout of Mr. Banait, West: Layout Road, North: Res. Property of
same owner on plot No 02, South: Open plot No 04

(Rupees Four Crore

Thousand Sixty Eight
only) plus interest
thereon @ 8.65 % with
monthly rests w. e. f.
12.03.2026 apart from

expenses

21/05/2026

Address: AT DHANGARKHED, Po Hiwara Bk | 3) Collateral Security of- Two Thousand Six Po'z';s"ifm
. Tq. Karanja Lad Dist Washim Pin 444105 | 1) All those piece and parcel of Land situate being and lying at village | Hundred Four only )plus
(2(); Mr. G:]a)nan Rambhauji Jaware wadura Tq. Nandgaon Khandeshwar Dist Amravati Admeasuring 0.40 t;]nterest (%hnjst;/ll) 25/05/2026
uarantor| - : ereon with monthly
. ) - hector and 1.64 hector ( Total Admeasuring 2.04 hector ) along with
ﬁ:g;fszr;g?’}:g_d Post Office, Rukmini shed constructed thereupon in Gat No 87/2 . Owned by — Mr. Anup ;:zt; ]Yr\grf]' ;ellzl/?r?t/ggzsts
3) Mr: Roshan Vilasrao Fartode Vilasrao Fartode Bounded As- North- Field of Vilasrao Fartode, East- cost and expenses '
(Guarantor) Field of Rahemat Khan Haudar Khan, West- Field of Gajanan Jichkar,
Address - AT DHANGARKHED, Po Hiwara Bk | South- Field of Sitaramji Kaje
.Tq. Karanja Lad Dist Washim 444105
2. |Branch : Jawahar Rd Branch 1) Hypothecation of stock- Rs. 4,13,17,068.00 /- | 11/03/2026

3. |Branch : Jawahar Rd Branch
1) Mr. Kishor Dhalumalji Chhablani.

Camp, Amravati.

2) Mr. Rajesh Dhalumalji Chhablani.
Address- 2nd Lane, Krishna Nagar, Rampuri
Camp, Amravati.

Guarantor: 3) Mrs. Ritu Kishor Chhablani

Equitable Mortgage of All those piece and parcel of Flat No. 201, Second | Rs.7,04,677.00 (Rupees | 06/03/2026
Floor, Block No. C-2, Ram-Laxman Residency, Building Name
Address - 2nd Lane, Krishna Nagar, Rampuri | “Yashasvi”, Nazul Plot No. 6, Nazul Sheet No. 50, Mouje- Tarkheda,

Seven Lakhs Four

% with monthly rests w.
e. f. 07.03.2026 apart

. Date of
Thousand Six Hundred

Pragane- Badnera Tq. Dist — Amravati, 444604. Total Admeasuring area | Seventy Seven only) plus
1050 sq.ft. Bounded as- East- Flat no. 206, West- Flat no. 201 (Block | interest thereon @ 10.15| 25/05/2026
C/1), North- Passage, South—Road
CERSAIID-200007656563

Owned by- Mr. Kishor Dhalumalji Chabblani & Mr. Rajesh Dhalumalji | from penal interest, cost

Rathod- 7030077888

Place: Nagpur
Date : 31.05.2026

Sd/- Authorized Officer,
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank

Camp, Amravati.

Address - 2nd Lane, Krishna Nagar, Rampuri | Chabblani

and expenses

Date: 31/05/2026, Place: Amravati

For Bank of Maharashtra, Chief Manager & Authorized Officer.

. NAGPUR
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MORE THAN HALF MEMBERS IN OUTGOING SIDDARAMAIAH MINISTRY MAY BE DROPPED

Stage setfor Shivakumar swearing-in
as CM on June 3; r¢jigs on the cards

AkramM
Bengaluru, May 30

AS EXPECTED, the Karnataka
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) on Saturday unani-
mously elected D K Shivaku-
mar as its leader, paving the
way for the Deputy Chief Min-
ister to be elevated to the Chief
Minister's position.

The CLP's move came two
days after CM Siddaramaiah
stepped down from his post fol-
lowing the Congress high com-
mand's directive. Veteran party
leader Siddaramaiah, who has
already become the longest-
serving CM of Karnataka, re-
signed as part of a power-shar-
ing agreement between him
and Shivakumar in May 2023,
when the party stormed to
power by clinching the Karna-
taka Assembly polls.

The 64-year-old Vokkaliga
leader, Shivakumar has also
been the state Congress presi-
dent for several years.

Addressing media persons
following the CLP meeting, All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary (or-
ganisation) K C Venugopal, ac-
companied by AICC general
secretary in charge of Karataka
Randeep Surjewala, said that
the CLP had "unanimously
authorised Congress high com-
mand to propose a leader for
CLP. The Congress high com-
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Karnataka’s outgoing CM Siddaramaiah with his successor
D K Shivakumar and AICC general secretary (organisation)
K C Venugopal at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Saturday.

mand suggested the name of D
K Shivakumar as the leader of
the CLP."

Siddaramaiah proposed the
name of Shivakumar, which
was seconded by G Paramesh-
wara, Venugopal said, adding
that the new CM will take oath
along with a new set of Cabinet
ministers. "Everybody thought
that this transition would cause
trouble for the Congress party.
Everybody anticipated that a
big shake is going to happen in
Congress," he said, adding that
the transition happened
“smoothly” as the “Congress is
like a family”.

"Under the guidance of
AICC president Mallikarjun
Kharge and (Congress leader)
Sonia Gandhi, smooth transi-
tion of power has happened in
Karnataka. Therefore, now on-
wards, under the leadership of
Shivakumar and support of
Siddaramaiah, Congress is
going to return to power in
2028," Venugopal said.

Both Venugopal and Surje-
wala were sent by the AICC
leadership as its observers for
the CLP meeting following
which Shivakumar led a party
delegation, comprising Sidda-
ramaiah and several Congress

legislators, to meet Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot at the
Lok Bhavan to stake claim to
form his government. The
Governor invited Shivakumar
totake oath as the CM on June
3 along with the new
ministers of his cabinet.

According to sources, the
June 3 date was decided by Shi-
vakumar following consulta-
tions with his astrologers. Ear-
lier in the day, he also visited
the Kadasiddeshwara Mutt of
which he is a devotee.

Ahead of the swearing-in
ceremony, there are specula-
tions that up to four Deputy
CMs may be appointed in the
new Shivakumar ministry.

However, the Congress
leadership hasyettotake acall
on the issue. Shivakumar is
alsolearnt to have opposed the
appointment of the Deputy
CMs in his ministry.

Congress sources told The
Indian Express that more than
half the ministers in the out-
going Siddaramaiah Cabinet
may be dropped to make way
for new faces. The party is said
tobe focusing on younger legis-
lators to fill the Cabinet berths.

Sources said that senior
legislator K J George, who was
energy minister in the Siddara-
maiah government is "not
keen"tobe part of the Shivaku-
mar Cabinet. He is likely to be
elected to the Rajya Sabha in

the upcoming elections.

Other Congress MLAs such
as G Parameshwara, H K Patil,
Krishna Byre Gowda and
Priyank Kharge are set to be
part of the Shivakumar Cabi-
net, said sources. The new faces
tobeinducted into the Cabinet
could include NA Haaris, Ma-
hantesh Kaujalgi, Srinivas
Mane and Roopakala Shashid-
har, among others.

Shivakumar is expected to
meet Mallikarjun Kharge and

Leader of Opposition (LoP)
inthe Lok SabhaRahul Gandhi
in Delhi over the next couple of
days to finalise his Cabinet.
While a third of the ministerial
berths are likely to go to Sidda-
ramaiah's loyalists, another
third would be bagged by the
supporters of Shivakumar, with
the high command picking
faces for the remaining posts,
sources said.

Shivakumar's elevation as
the CM has also cleared the
decks for appointment of a
new Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) presi-
dent in the coming days. Sen-
ior party leader Satish
Jarkiholi, a tribal heavyweight
considered a front-runner for
the KPCC president's post, is
also learnt to have sought a
ministerial berth. There are
also talks that Parameshwara
may return as the KPCC chief
for asecond party stint.

Defence Secy: Signed deal with Vietnam for BrahMos

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 30

IN THE first official confirma-
tion of India selling the
BrahMos missiles to Vietnam,
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh said Saturday
thatadeal hasbeen signed with

the southeast Asian nation for
the supply of the missiles, ad-
dingthatasimilar deal with In-
donesia is in “final stages”.
Singh, who is in Singapore
to attend the Shangri-La Dia-
logue, made the comments in
response to a question regard-
ing the potential buyers of the

missile system.

“My understanding is that
with both Indonesia and with
Vietnam, the dealisin the final
stages... In fact, for Vietnam, I
understand that it has already
been signed, probably not pub-
licly announced, but it's al-
ready been signed,” he said.

Signing a contract worth
nearly 375 million dollars, The
Philippines had become the
first foreign buyer of the
BrahMos missile system from
India in 2022. In March, In-
donesia had alsosaid thatithad
entered into an agreement with
India to procure the BrahMos

missile system.

The details of the deals with
Indonesia and Vietnam are yet
to be made public.

Singh said countries gen-
erally sell sophisticated
weapon systems and platforms
to nations they regard as
friendly partners.

Champagne parties to
Interpol notice: Rise and fall
of a Dehradun power couple

Aiswarya Raj
Dehradun, May 30

ITWAS ataglitzy evening event
in February 2015 where busi-
nessman Deepak Mittal made
his markon Dehradun’s high so-
ciety. Around 1,200 guests, in-
cludingsenior officials, attended
the party in the city to launch
what Mittal promised would be
an elite and exclusive club - the
Canyons Club, with member-
shipbyinvitation only and cost-
ingRs751akh.

Members would need to
have at least done their gradu-
ation, while gazetted govern-
ment officers, defence person-
nel and practising doctors
would get a discount.

At the end of the party, which
featured a performance by aBol-
lywood singer, the guests were
sent home with gift bags carry-
ing bottles of premium cham-
pagne. Around the same time,
Mittal, then the managing direc-
tor of Pushpanjali Realms and
Infratech, also launched plans
for luxurious flats tucked away
inthe foothills of the Himalayas.
Thelaunches and parties firmly
established 48-year-old Mittal
and his wife, Rakhi, also 48, as
prominent members of Dehra-
dun’s elite. The inauguration of
the club was scheduled for Feb-
ruary 2018, the sameyear flats of
the flagship housingsociety, Or-
chid Park, launched by Mittal,
weretobe handed over foroccu-
Ppation. Soon afterwards, around
90 new buyers approached the
firmtobookaflatin Orchid Park
—a339-unit, eight-tower project
— which was to come up on
Dehradun’s Sahastradhara
Road. The cost ranged from Rs
461akh fora1BHK toRs1.1crore
forathree-bedroomapartment.

The dream flats, however,
were never completed. In 2020,
facing allegations of money
laundering, Mittal left the
country with hiswife —shewas

The MD of Pushpanjali Realms
and Infratech, Deepak Mittal
and his wife Rakhi Mittal.

arrested by the Dubai police last
month — and their two adult
children. When he left, the un-
finished Orchid Park project was
already two years past its com-
pletion date. Another of his real
estate projects in Dehradun,
Eminent Heights, was also
facingallegationsthat flats were
sold to multiple people at the
same time.

The Canyons Club project
was never officially inaugur-
ated either.

Vivek Kumar, Additional SP
of the Special Task Force, said,
“We are coordinating with the
central agencies in extradition
proceedings.”

To establish credibility, Mit-
tal had named several co-direc-
tors for the club, including
prominent advocates, a senior
staff member of an elite board-
ing school, entrepreneurs, and
senior IPS officer Amit Sinha.
Sinha, now a Special Principal
Secretary in the Uttarakhand
government, said he had joined
astheclub'sdirectorto promote
sports in the region.

“I'was not aware of Deepak’s
background. There were four of
us, like-minded people, who
wanted toget squash and tennis
courts in the area for practice.
WhenIsawthat the clubwas not
getting inaugurated and there
was an unaccounted delay, I
stepped down in 2019,” he told
TheIndian Express.

Beforetheallegations gained
steam and the Mittals fled the
country, the couple was hobnob-

bingwith film directors, bureau-
crats and other prominent
citizens. They had multiple pro-
jects in the city. Apart from hel-
ming Pushpanjali Realms and
Infratech and servingas adirec-
tor at Canyons Club, Mittal also
headed Rasayana Infra Design
and QK Hotelsand Restaurants.
Rakhiwasadirectorat Rasayana
and QK Hotels. The Mittals also
own the Kanatal Resorts in
Dehradun.

Now, heisuntraceable, while
his wife was arrested in April by
the Dubai police for alleged fi-
nancial irregularities while she
wasin the UAE.

Police said that Mittal
swindled the buyers of more
than Rs 45 crore they had put
into the projects, and that he si-
phoned off part of it for personal
and otheruses, leadingtodelays
inthe completion of the projects.
Currently, of the nine FIRs regis-
tered against him, chargesheets
havebeen filed in four, a probeis
underway in four,and afinal re-
port has been submitted in one.
An application has also been
filed at the National Company
Law Tribunal to initiate the cor-
porate insolvency resolution
process. While two of the pro-
posed eight towers in Orchid
Parkwere about 70% completed,
three of the four towers in Emi-
nent Heights were completed by
the time FIRs were registered.

A reward of Rs 50,000 each
has been declared for informa-
tion leading to the couple’s ar-
rest,and an Interpol Red Corner
Notice hasbeenissued. Stepsare
being taken to seek Rakhi’s
extradition from the UAE, a po-
lice statementsaid. Accordingto
the police statement, thecouple
acquired citizenship of the Re-
public of Vanuatu through its
Citizenship by Investment pro-
gramme, which allows individ-
uals to obtain an additional citi-
zenship or passport by making
economic contributions.

SAMD, CIRCLE OFFICE NAGPUR, KINGSWAY, NAGPUR 440010

WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY
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| Sale Notice For Sale of Inmovable Properties |

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the
date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit
will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Date of E-Auction: 16.06.2026 (Last date of deposit of EMD: 15.06.2026)

(a) Date of demand Notice u/s 13 (2)
of SARFAESI Act 2002
(b) 0/S amount as on date of 13 (2)
notice
(c) Possession date u/s 13 (4) of
SARFAESI Act 2002
(d) Nature of possession
symbolic/physical/ constructive

Name of the branch;
Name of the account;
Name & addresses of the
borrower/Guarantors
account

Description of Inmovable Properties/securities
mortgaged/Owner’s name (Mortgagors of properties)

Date/Time of
E-Auction
(c) Bid Increase
Amt.

Date: 16.06.2026
Time: 11:00 am to
4:00 pm

All that piece and parcel of Flat No F-6 Second Floor Vandana Apartment Built up area
58.915 Sq Mtr constructed on Plot No 35&36 ,out of land of survey No 172/1, 172/3 & 31/5
with undivided to the extent of 50.625 Sq mtrs in the land of Mouza BallarpurNear
Gurunanak public School, Bamni kothari State highway Mouja Ballarpur Dist Chandrapurin
the name of Shri Bharat Bhagwan bhatkar & Smt Jaya Bharat Bhatkar. Bounded as -
East:9 Mtrs Road, West- 6Mtrs road & Flat No F7 & F8, North- 6Mtrs road, South- Layout
PlotNo37 &38

The Undivided 0.00944% Share and Interest in all that piece and parcel of Plot No 54,
admeasuring about 2.40 Acres/Hectors, togetherwith Residential Apartment No 04, Wing
11, Block —B, comprising of total 556.72 sq ft i.e 51.74 sq mtrs, Super Built up and 449.71 sq
fti.e 41.78 sq mtrs Built up on the Ground floor of the building named and styled as “RAI
TOWN” in KH No 158, Bhumapan No 112/4, Mouza Digdoh, Mouza No 169, P H No 6, Ward
No 1, Gram Panchayat House No 1211/1408(New No. 1408/BB/W2/04) with in the limits
of Tah Hingna Dist Nagpur in the name of Shri Jagan S Gadge.Boundaries of Plot- East-
Plots of Smruti Co-op Hsg Soc Ltd, West- Open Land, North- Plots of Smruti Co-op Hsg Soc
Ltd, South- Plots of Smruti Co-op Hsg Soc Ltd.

1 Chandrapur Nagpur Rd
" | sh. Bharat Bhagwan Bhatkar &
Smt Jaya Bhatkar

(a) 12/08/2020 (a) Rs. 21,01,000.00/-

(b) Rs.14,35,327.00 as on 30/06/2020 +
intt & other charges w.e.f. 01/01/2020

(C)09/03/2022
(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs. 2,10,100/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

Date: 16.06.2026
Time: 11:00 am to
4:00 pm

2 MIDC, Nagpur
Shri. Jagan Supchand Gadge
(Borrower), Smt Shushila Jagan
Gadge (Guarantor)

(a) 30/01/2025 (a) Rs.15,00,000.00/-

(b)Rs.6,41,462.40 as on 20.01.2025 +
further intt & other charges

(b) Rs.1,50,000.00/-

(c) 21/04/2025 (c) Rs. 10,000/-

(d) SYMBOLIC

(a) 31/01/2025
(b) Rs. 6,80,447.22 as on 28.01.2025 +
intt & other charges,|

(c) 18/06/2025
(d) SYMBOLIC

Date: 16.06.2026
Time: 11:00 am to
4:00 pm

All that Piece and Parcel of land and building bearing Residential House on Plot No 30
admeasuring 1550.00 sq ft, Mouza Parsodi, Survey No 76/1, in the layout of Yashodadevi
Nagar, Tah Dhamangaon Railway District Amravati, in the name of Shri Dhiraj Sureshrao
Bobade. Boundaries- East-Plot No 38, West- Road, North-Plot No 29, South- Plot No 21.

3 Borgaon (Dist Amrawati)
| Shri Dhiraj Sureshrao Bobade
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

(a) Rs. 20,79,000.00/-

(b) Rs.2,07,900.00/-

() Rs. 10,000/-

4. Kamla Nehru, Nagpur
Sh. Shekharsingh Subhashsingh
Pawar ( Borrower / Mortgagor)
Smt. Darshana Shekharsingh
Pawar ( Co-Borrower /
Mortgagor)

Date: 16.06.2026
Time: 11:00 am to
4:00 pm

All that piece & parcel of land & building i.e. Residential House bearing Plot No 37,
containing by admeasurement 136.00 Sq Mtrs ( 1464 Sq Ft ) being a portion of entire land
bearing Gat No 253/38 of Mouza Parsodi in Tehsil & Dist Bhandara. Bounded as - East: 9
Mtrs wide road, West: Plot No 34, North: Plot No 38, South: Plot No 36.

Owner- Sh. Shekharsingh Pawar & Smt. Darshana Pawar

(a) 09/12/2024 (a) Rs. 23,19,000.00/-

(b) Rs.16,40,584.25 as on 30/11/2024 +
intt & other charges w.e.f. 01/12/2024

(c) 10/03/2025
(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs.2,31,900.00/-

() Rs. 10,000/-

5 Achalpur, Amravati
M/s Kale Ash Bricks Industries
(Borrower) Shri. Santulal
Ganesh kale (Proprietor) Mrs.
Kalpana Uttamarao Ghom
(Guarantor & Mortgagor)
Mr. Uttam Vinaykrao Ghom
(Guarantor) Mr. Ganesh Bhaiya
Kale (Guarantor)

All that piece and parcel of Property i.e land & Standing Structure of Residential House No.
943, on Nazul Sheet No. 3, Plot No. 212, Measuring 203.10 Sq. Mtr, (2185.35 Sq.ft) “A”
Tenure, situated at Mouza- Kandali, Tq- Achalpur, Dist. Amravati in the Name of Mrs.
Kalpana Uttamrao Ghom. Bounded as Under: East- House of Mr. Ramdas V Rawarkar,
West- Govt. Raod, North- House of Mr. Vasantrao Ganorkar, South- Open Plot of Mr. Ashok
Mehare.

Date: 16.06.2026
Time: 11:00 am to
4:00 pm

(a) 17/01/2024 (a) Rs. 11,91,000.00/-

(b) Rs.39,83,255.30 as on 31/12/2023 +
intt & Other Charges W.e.f 01/01/2024

(c) 02/05/2024
(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs.1,19,100/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

6 Branch: Lakadganj, Nagpur
Shri. Sebestian S/o Milon
Muttahil Thampy
(Borrower/Mortgagor)
Address: Flat No. 301, Vaishali
Apartment, Plot No. 98, Jai
Durga Layout, Godhani Road,
Zingabai Takli, Nagpur- 440030

Date: 16.06.2026
Time: 11:00 am to
4:00 pm

The undivided 16.66% share and interest in all that piece and parcel of land bearing Plot
No. 98 out of the layout of Jai Durga Co-operative Housing Society, Nagpur, Containing by
admeasurement 3032.76 Sq.Ft (281.75 Sq. Mtr) being a portion of entire land bearing Kh
No. 30/1 and 30/2 of Mouza- Zingabai Takli, PH No. 11, bearing Corporation House No.
525/98, city survey No. 36, Sheet No. 33, together with the entire R.C.C superstructure
comprising Apartment No. 301, covering a super built-up area of 83.61 Sq. Mtrs, along with
Garden/Terrace area of 66.42 Sq. mtr on the Third Floor of a Building constructed thereon
and known and Styled as “Vaishali Apartments” situated at Zingabai Takali, Nagpur, within
the limits of the Nagpur Municipal Corporation ward No. 61, Tahsil & Dist. Nagpur.
Bounded as Under: East: Plot No. 74, West: 7.50 Mtrs wide Road, North: Kh. No. 28, South:
Plot No.97. Owner: Smt. Elsamma W/o M. M. Thampy

A) 06.07.2024 (a) Rs. 26,00,000/-

(b) Rs. 15,74,579.24 + further interest &
Other Charges w.e.f. 01.07.2024

(c) 30.09.2024
(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs. 2,60,000/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

Details of the encumbrances known to the secured creditors — Not known

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.

1. The auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com/

2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the
KYC documents are verified by e-auction service provider (may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD Wallet by 15.06.2026
before the e-Auction Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in wallet must be completed well in advance, before auction.

3. Platform (https://baanknet.com/) for e-Auction will be provided by e-Auction service provider M/S PSB Alliance having its Registered office at 4th Floor, Metro House, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Dhobi Talao,
Near New Marine Lines, Mumbai 400020 (Support Number: 8291220220). The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website
https://baanknet.com/ This Service Provider will also provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.

4. For details General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the following websites/ webpage portal.

(a) https://baanknet.com, (b) www.pnbindia.in

5. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related to this e-Auction portal
(https://baanknet.com).

6. The Authorized Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/cancel/adjourn/discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at any time without assigning any
reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.

7. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.

8. Further any statutory dues of Central Govt/ State Govt/ Any other statutory body shall be paid by the Purchaser of IP. Bank will Not bear any types of dues Past/Present/Future.

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Date: 31.05.2026, Place: Nagpur Sd/- Authorized Officer Punjab National Bank Secured Creditor

Corrigendum to tender e-notice no.

DYCE-C-HQ-02, Dated: 21.05.2026
This is with reference to the Inviting
Tender (NIT) No: DYCE-C-HQ-02,
Dated: 21.05.2026, published in
newspapers for the work "Tender for
Conducting final Location Survey
(FLS) including preparation of DPR,
Geotechnical investigation,
Signalling work, electrical works and
operating /Traffic work for
construction of Electrified New line/
Doubling /third line/4th line. Fly over
work/Bypass line etc." Due to an
inadvertent typographical error in the
newspaper publication, an incorrect
date was printed. All prospective
bidders are hereby requested to note
the following correction and read the
date as specified below: -
Description of Event : Bid
Submission Last Date 30.06.2026,
Date printed in Newspaper
(Incorrect) : Incorrect Printed Date
21.05.2026, Corrected Date to be
Read as (Correct) : Corrected Date:
30.06.2026 All other terms,
conditions, and details of the original
tender document available on the
ireps.gov.in portal remain completely
unchanged. Bids must be submitted
in accordance with this corrected
schedule.

Sd./-
Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction) HQ,
West Central Railway, Jabalpur
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Regional Office Nagpur

Loan Account
number

180191718202

Particulars Grp ss Weight
(in Grams)

GOLD ORNAMENT

Regional Office Nagpur- 1st Floor, Chandak Bhavan North Ambazari Road,
Shankar nagar Square, Nagpur-440010 Email: recoveryrongp@canarabank.com

[| AUCTION SALE NOTICE OF GOLD ||

The under mentioned persons are hereby informed that they have failed to pay off the liability in the loan accounts.
Notices sent to them by Registered post have been returned undelivered, to the Bank. They are therefore requested to
pay off the liability and other charges and redeem the pledged securities on or before 08.06.2026 (date) failing which the
said securities will be sold by the Bank in e-auction at the cost of the borrower through e-auction website of
www.gerpegov.com/canarabank on 09.06.2026 at 12.00 to 3.00 PM or any other convenient date thereafter without
further notice, at the absolute discretion of the Bank.

E BRANCH NAME Name & Address of -
Borrower

PRAKASH PANNALAL TIWARI

5.10

2.

Kamptee [6319]

PRAKASH PANNALAL TIWARI

180158323051

GOLD ORNAMENT

40.60

Note: Amount Outstanding should include all liabilities of the party under Gold Loans as well as any other loan /
credit facility.
Place: Nagpur, Date: 30.05.2026

Authorized Officer, Canara Bank

Bank of India 2\

Relationships beyond banking.

Zonal Office : Nagpur Zone, 4" Floor, Bank of India Building,
S.V. Patel Marg, Kingsway, Nagpur. | Ph : 0712-2557596, 2561173

I POSSESS'ON NOT'CE(Forimmovable property) I

Borrower/ Branch
SIRONCHA BRANCH

MALLAYYA DONGRE

Name of the Amount

Outstanding

Rs 1,01,543.07
plus Uncharged
interest plus
other Charges
thereon.

Mr. RAJLINGU

Possession Date

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bank of India, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest, Act 2002 (Act no 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with
rule 3 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice on the dates mentioned against each account as stated
herein after calling upon Borrower and Guarantor to repay the amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers, Guarantor and the publicin general thatthe
undersigned has taken Symbolic possession of the Properties described herein below in exercise of power conferred on him under
section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the security Interest enforcement rules 2002 on the date mentioned below. The Guarantors
& Borrowers in particular and the publicin general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the below mentioned properties and any dealing
with the properties will be subject to the charge of Bank of India, for the amounts (and interest) due thereon.

The borrower's/guarantor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,
toredeem the secured assets.

Date of
Demand
Notice

Description of the Immovable
Property

Symbolic

30.05.2026 South Plot No. 28

All the piece of Land with Residential Building, situated at City
Survey No. 342/50, Plot No 29, Area 170.00 Sq Meters, Mouza
Sironcha, Tehsil Sironcha, District Gadchiroli. The Said Property
is bounded by: East: Open Land, West: Plot No. 30, North: Road,

Date: 30.05.2026
Place: Sironcha

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
Bank of India

Bl B vonr
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sz f Indian Bank ZONAL OFFICE NAGPUR MAHARASHTRA ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
i PALM ROAD NEAR RBI, CIVIL LINES NAGPUR-440001 CentreC Nlog 1 ’a‘h Flgo‘r,‘y(\)lgrtlj% ;raqre Ingtzr%Q%gggngarade,
— Mai P ! A719- olaba, Mumbai- o Tel. 022-
£ E-Mail zonagpur@indianbank.co.in l Phone-0712-2521113 = E-mail: mercindia@merc.gov.in ¢ Website: www.merc.gov.in ; GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
~APPENDIX IV [Rule 8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE o Y —————— ‘#°  OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
Whereas, The undersigned being the authorised officer of the Indian Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets vertisement No. RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 8 and 9 of REQU IRES 2500172732627 .
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated mentioned on below column calling upon the borrower to AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address-serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com
repay e amount mentoned 1 e oiCe eing and nterest. hereon 2 contactal et pluscosts,corgesand epenses i cateof | | MVETYEE R e DRI I T T M . Tender Onlne RWCCESNG. 09of 202627, Later No 3071 buazswsaone
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, natice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has . i o ] o eProcurement MOTICE
taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Sub-Section 13(4) of the said Act The I'Vlaharashtr.a Electricity Begulatory Qommlssmn (MERC) invites ! Type of the Work: ¢ Roads (MMSY) A
read with rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002. appllcatlons with full details for Chalrperson and |ndependent 2. Class of Contractor: : As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure
The borrowerin particularand the publicin generalis hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will Member, of the Consumer Grievance Redressal Forum at various 3. Time of Completion: + As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure
besubjecttothe charge of the Indian Bank foranamountand interest thereon. location / Circles in Maharashtra for a minimum period of three (3) 4. Detail Projects: : Asperé(nnex_urehanaclhed ot
Name of Borrower's / . Date of Demand ) i 5. hstlmated‘Cost : As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure
Description of the : Date of years on contract basis of total 45 Posts (Chairperson - 35 posts 6. Other details: .
Guarantors & Mortgagors / - Demand Notice Amount : R N
Branch Name Immovable Properties Notice 0/s. (Rs) Possession and Independent Member - 10 Posts). The eligibility criteria and Procurement Bid Availability of Tender | Last Date & Date & Time of
- - P . Offie Identificatic -line for biddi Til f i f tend
1. Mr. Ayaz Ahmad Shaikh All that piece and parcel of Plot No. 366,|23/03/2026| Rs.19,86,298/- |27/05/2026 for other terms of references please visit MERC website B Seeki-gTT:-_-der Fochwieal Bi FinaneaT i
(Borrower/Mortgager) admeasuring 78.96 sq. mt. (850 sq ft) [Northern (Rupees Nineteen www.merc.gov.in . - . . C‘”“f;“‘"“" . -
2. Mrs.Sahbnam Naj Ayaz Ahmad i i Lakh Eighty-Six icati i i
Sheikh (EU-BUer{I\Iey) aglglhprp:liﬂcltnNgzggslt@/’gﬂlrj\fe\%hneg]i zi;té??\ls Thuusagfld\{wu Applications should reach either by post or by Cohu”er to the Chief Construction Engincer, Rural | RWCCESNG- | 03.06.2026 |23.06.2026| 22.06.2026 24.06.2026 Wil be #
3. Mr. Javed Akhtar Shaikh 307/213, Mauja Nagpu'r Ward No.23, Caroba Maidan. Hundred and Secretary, MERC, World Trade Centre, Centre No.1, 13" Floor, Cuffe Works Circle, Sundargarh 090£2026-27 | 11:00AM | 5:00PM |  5:00 PM 100AM | e
L withi A limite nf NI ! inaty-Ei . nd
(EUaI’aI’ItUBI'AANEH _ Babulban M.”thm the the limits U,f NITG NMF Nagpur. N|II'IETV Eight UI‘I|V{ .Parade’ Mumbal 400005 qn O.r before 22 June 2026 by 05.90 pm Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
DESHPANDE LAVOUT NAGPUR The same is bounded as under: -On East: Plot No. plus expenses cos| inthe prescribed format which is uploaded on the MERC website.
(Previously Wardhaman Nagar | 367,00 West: Plot No. 365, 0n North: Plot No. 305, 0n & future interest sd/ Sd/
Branch) South: Road. from 05.012026 (Dr. Prafulla-Varhade) Chief Construct_ion Engineer,
Date : 27/05/2026 AUTHORISED OFFICER | |Date: 31/05/2026 Secretary. MERC OIPR- 25001/25133/1/26-27/0011 Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh
Place : Nagpur INDIAN BANK Place: Mumbai ecretary,
X Karnataka Bank Ltd. & o
SALUTE THE SOLDIER _ Lod=alam 1 5e T (' Bl E-AUCTION PUBLIC NOTICE OF SALE [ -
Head Office, Mangaluru-575 002 CIN : L85110KA1924PLC001128 e AP ™ %5 .
LT COL RANJIT SINGH PAWAR, SM ARM Branch : 2nd Floor, The Metropolitan, 'E' Block, Landline : 022-26572816 / 26572804 Py Bl Sl - | \
ﬂ (13 FEB 1978 - 31 MAY 201,6) Plot No.C-26 & C-27, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400051 E-mail : mumbaiarm@ktk.bank.in, Website : www.karnatakabank.bank.in
1C-59142P Lt Col Ranjit Singh Pawar, Sena Medal SALE NOTICE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ON 17.06.2026 TITAT N0

(Posthumous) displayed exceptional courage, . . ; . | N N . . .
outstanding leadership and unwavering devotion to E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Property/ies under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8

duty while leading firefighting operations at CAD (6) and 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
Pulgaon in May 2016. Leading from the front under mortgaged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer (details of possession is mentioned below), will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and

extremely hazardous conditions, he ensured effective “Whatever there is” basis on 17.06.2026 at the below mentioned timings for recovery of dues with further interest and cost thereon due to the Karnataka Bank Ltd. The details are as under: Reserve Price and
containment measures and motivated his men with remarkable Earnest Money Deposits details are as under and the Earnest Money Deposit shall be deposited on or before 16.06.2026 at 4.00 pm through online payment to the Account (details of which are mentioned below).
composure and determination despite grave danger. The officer - Date & Time s F
gis;ﬁlayed exemplary bra\{er}c except'ic.mal courage and leadershiP of the sil Branch Name & Address Balance OIS Description of Reserve Price (Rs.) of Auction Relz'lei:?ilrllsg oErMD
ighest order spearheading the critical operations of preventing the of the Borrowers / N .
further spread of fire which otherwise could have led to unimaginable No{ Name Guarantors in Rs. the Propertyfies Earngst by Incremental Achgg rg f‘éo.l I i)
loss of life & property, making the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty. Deposit (EMD) Rs. _ | Value of the Bid ode T [ !
For his gallant act and selfless devotion to duty, he was awarded the 1) Mrs. Pravina Harish Paturkar W/o. Rs.38,45,524.63 [Rupees | All that part and parcel of Residential Flat No.401, on 4th Floor, [  Rs.42,72,000/- 17.06.2026 % 1
“Sena Medal” (Gallantry) posthumously. Lt Col Ranjit Singh Pawar will Mr. Harish Paturkar; Thirty Eight Lakhs Forty Five | admeasuring 43.4493 sq.mtrs. (carpet area) & 65.1714 | (Rupees Forty Two from RTGS t Number: L b
always be remembered with pride and deep respect by all ranks of the 2) Mr. Hemant Harish Paturkar S/o. Mr. Thousand Flve Hundred | sq.mtrs. (built-up area) along with other amenities attached and | Lakhs Seventy Two| 01.15 PM to 6903%%%%200:1? 1er.
Army Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and extraordinary act Nagpur Harish Paturkar, Twenty Four and Paise Sixty | rights in the common area in the building known as “Yogiraj”, [ Thousand Only) 01.30 PM A t Name: ’
of bravery. \Wardhaman Both are addressed at: Plot No.113A, Three Only] under TLA/c | along with 6.6060% undivided share & interest in Leasehold Rs.4.27 2001 K cctm;n B amkiltd
Director General of Ordnance Service & Colonel Commandant 11y Uday Nagar Road, Behind Navin School, | No.6907001600002401 along | Land bearing Plot No.335 situated at Sakkardara Street, IAIB | -l 220" arnataka sank Ltd,
and all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps agar | Avodhya Nagar, Nagpur - 440024; Both | with future interest from | Scheme, New Subhedar Layout, Nagpur, belonging to Mrs, |  (Rupees Four Rs. Nagpur Wardhaman
MAJ KRISHNAN MANOJ KUMAR, SM Branch | 2re also addressed at: Flat No.407, 4th | 28.04.2026, plus costs due to | Pravina Harish Paturkar and Mr. Hemant Harish Paturkar. Lakhsﬂ:‘”e”ty 10,000/- Nﬁ:%"g gra:inch,
(19 AUG 1974 - 31 MAY 2016) Floor, “Yogiraj", Plot No.335, Sakkardara | the Karataka Bank Ltd. | Boundaries of Property: East by: Side Margin; West by: Side | Seven Thousand KARBO0006S0
IC-64501F Maj Krishnan Manoj Kumar, Sena Medal Street, I.A.LB. Scheme of NIT, New Nagpur Wardhaman Nagar | Margin; North by: Front Margin; South by: Flat No.402. Two Hundred Only)
- (Posthumous) was posted as Fire Master and Subhedar Layout, Nagpur. Branch Possession Date / Type of Possession: Symbolic Possession Taken on 03.01.2025

gi;}tl a(té(XlD)S'eg;rlttge ?aff:firl ;;ycfl_i: rg}ﬁé\;l rlrgéngi)omn (The borrower's/mortgagor's attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured asset).

the front, displaying exceptional courage, composure Fordetaileq terms and conditions of sale, please refer to Iink!n Karnataka Bank's Website i.e. https:Ilkarnatalkabanlk.pank.ip undgrt_he head “A_uction Notipes”/ “Mege_lAuct?on Noticgs". . . _

and determination while motivating his men in the The E-auction will be conducted through portal https://auctionbazaar.com/ on 17.06.2026 at the above mentioned timings with unlimited extension of 05 minutes. The intending bidder is required to register their name at
face of grave danger. He led the critical firefighting https://auctionbazaar.com/ and get the user-id and password free of cost and get training i.e. online training on e-auction (tentatively on 16.06.2026) from M/s Arca Emart Pvt. Ltd., 6-3-1090/1/1, Il Floor, Part 2B, Uma
operations to contain and prevent the further spread of fire, thereby Hyderabad House, Rajbhavan Road, Somajiguda, Hyderabad500082, Contact No.: 8370969696 (Shiva) / 7207941010 (Satish / Nilesh), E-mail: ktkb@auctionbazaar.com / contact@auctionbazaar.com /
averting a potentially catastrophic loss of life and property. His swift support@auctionbazaar.com

decision-making, resolute leadership, and effective execution of Place: Mumbai Sd/- Chief Manager & Authorised Officer,
containment measures ensgred successful management of the crisis Date: 31-05-2026 Karnataka Bank Ltd.

under highly challenging circumstances. In the true traditions of the

Indian Army, Maj Krishnan Manoj Kumar displayed exemplary bravery,
courage and leadership of highest order and made the supreme Karnataka Food & Civil Supphes Corporatwn Ltd.
sacrifice and was awarded “Sena Medal” (Gallantry). Maj Krishnan G fK ka Und ki
Manoj Kumar will always be remembered with pride and deep respect No.16/l ( overgment of Karnataka Un eé'ta gg) MAH I N D RA Ru RAL H 0 u SI N G F I NAN c E LTD -
by all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and 0.16/l, M"'ITER TANK BED AREA, BANGALORE-560 052 Corporate Office:- Agastya Corporate Park, Piramal, Amiti Building, Unit No. 203, 2nd Floor, B Wing, Sunder Bung, Kurla West, Mumbai Mahrashtra 400 070 India.CIN —
extraordinary act of bravery. _ Ph: 080-2226 0932/2209 6555/2209 6512 U5922MH2007PLC169791 Regional Office:- At Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ldt Patil Complex, Ganeshpeth, Near main bus stand Nagpur — 440018
Director General of Ordnance Service & Colonel Commandant E-mail: admnkfcsc123@yahoo.com, mdkfcsc@yahoo.com
and all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps I PUBLIC NOTICE FOR AUCTION - CUM - SALE NOTICE I
Y Ld No.KFCSC/ADMNILF.K.A./94/2026-27 Date: 30.05.2026 , , b i , ,
BORDER SECURITY FORCE T d N t In exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (4) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (herein after
. . . e=l1enaer Notice referred to as "SARFAESI Act") and Rule 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (Hereinafter Referred to as "Rules") for the purpose of recovering the secured
Director General and all Ranks of Bor‘der S'ecurltyt Force remember its . . X L debts, the authorized officer of the secured creditor M/s Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as "MRHFL") has decided to sell the secured asset
gallant Jawans on their Balidan Diwas. The Karnataka Food and Civil Supplles Corporatlon Limited (immoveable property), the possession of which had been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Secured Creditor under S. 13 (4) of SARFAESI Act, described herein below on
? has published a tender for “Appointment of Third Party "ASISWHEBEIS BASIS" and "AS ISWHATITI§ BASIS"andthe publicand aIIc.oncemedincludingthgconcemec! borrowers/mz?rtgagors,theirrepresentatives,asthe case may be
- s E ﬁ Assaying Agency to carry out Sampling, Testing and Quality are hereby informed that the secured asset listed below will be sold by Auction through the for which the particulars are furnished hereunder.-
I - ificati i i i . Date & Amoun e/
- - : 3 Certification of Toordh_al, Reﬂned Sunflower Qll, Io_dlzgad S_alt Name Of Borrowers/Co of 13(2) Description Of Property reed Contact
| = f and Sugar to be Distributed under Public Distribution Borrowers/Guarantors/Mortgagers Demand Notice Increase Amount| Date & Time | Pers
L = : Scheme to the Beneficiaries through INDIRA Food Kit.” Fin- 1491519 & 1720788 - MR NAGENDRA GOMARAO | 12/09/2024 |ALL That part and Parcel of the property- West| ReservePrice | 01 july2026 | Ms.Sonali
- under Tender Number: KFCSCL/2026-27/SE0171. The ATHANKAR,VIMLESH NAGENDRA ATHANKAR BOTH [ 2o 1505097 03 | P31t of Plot No 42, Mouja_ Babulkheda, PH No.| Rs.35,68,000/- | Between 11:00 Telang Mob-
LANCE NAIK | | CONSTABLE | | CONSTABLE/ | | CT BIDYUT RFP and other information can be obtained from R/O- FALT NO 101 KALYANI VATIKA APPARTMENT & Rs. |32 Bandobast No. 278, Circle No. 2, Sheet No. EMD AM to 5:00 PM | 9637405736
TRADESMAN i BABULKHEDA PARVATI NAGAR OPPOSITE JIVAN | 154296718 |#1; CTS NO- 730, Kh.No. 54/1, NMC House No.| g 356500/ [N Riekal
PURAN SINGH | | LAL SINGH SUNNY KUMAR DAS https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in e-procurement portal. SCHOOL NAGPUR PIN cODE - 430027 e 1410, Ward No. 8, Parvati Nagar, Nagpur-—— Auction & Time
- - 440027, FOUR BOUDRIES -East- reamain BIA 02-July-2026
17 BN BSF 60 BN BSF 43A]\3’;5A]1;‘SF 123 BN BSF Sd/- AGREEMENT NO- XSEMNAG01122281. &AGREEMENTpomon of Plot no 42, West- 20,ft Road ,Northg, Rs.20,000/- | time ay 10:00
28.05.1956 02.02.1980 05.10.1975 _ | | 16-08-1965 - General Manager NO -XNHLSAQ000001720788. 05/01/2026  |20ftRoad,South -Plot no-43 AM t0 04.00 PM
-31.05.1989 | | -31.05.2002 31.05.2004 31.05.2001 Fin- 1633715 & - 1622295 - SHYAM PRAKASH 06-02-2025 |ALL That piece and parcel of the land with| ReservePrice | o4 412026 | Ms.Sonali
IN THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL AT C.G.0, COMPLEX TEVRE,SHRUTIKA DIGAMBER GAURKAR, R/O - SHRI construcation thereon,H.N 163,BLOCK NO 14,| Rs.1907000/- | Between 11:00 |Telang Mob-
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE ’ ’ 4 ’ Rs. 568104.69 |\ 1o - Hin "
ghanghat, mauza no 188 PH. NO-06, AM to 5:00 PM
eer Balidani Veer Balidan BLOCK B, 2nd FLOOR, SEMINARY HILLS, NAGPUR. RAMA VISHNU WARD NEAR VISHAL KIRANA & Sheet no 14 & 15 city, survey No 1816/9A. Tah. EMD : 9637405736
SHAHALANGADI ROAD, HINGHAGAHT DIST -WARDHA | Rs.1426194.78 | . oy ) Ol JEl Date & Time Of
Sub Inspector Constable 0.A. No. 503/2018 F.F. 22/06/2026 442301  XNHUNRD01195940 ) & Hinganghat Dist- Wardha total Plot - area 59.80 Auction & Time
[JEES LT Sq.Ft and Build up area 100.13 Sq.Ft - four BIA
Ishwar Singh Nitin Musale 10 CANARA BANK -V/S - SHRI ASHOK 5/0 SHRIPRAKASH GAUD (XSEMWRD01189869)\ Date boundires East- House of shri.Gajanan| Rs.20,000/- t(_)s JU'\: 12(?%)%
4 27-02-2026 |Devtade West- house of shri Manoharlal Gupta, ime at 10:
08 044.;51]9?.;10 T 01 01513;12 T Defendants South- Common Road, North- Vacant Plot AM to 04.00 PM
3_1 0_5 2005 0 3_1 0-5 92005 0 D-1) Shri Ashok S/o Shriprakash Gaud, Sr. No. Location Branch Address
Propritor of M/s A'_G' anmeermg Industries, 1. Nagpur At Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ldt Patil Complex, Ganeshpeth, Near main bus stand Nagpur — 440018
DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Sub Inspector Ishwar R/o Plot No 59, Shri Gajanan Prerna Nagar, Near Akar Nagar, Nagpur £p
Singh and Constable Nitin Musale of 45 Bn, who made the supreme SUMMON'S/PAPER PUBLICATIO‘N laLdast date of‘subrgi;sion‘ of :)ealedToffzrs as:vell as onlir;_elal ir;the prescrilbed tendder forms.alo;iwith(fll\llD |§ 01-07-|-|2326 & 03-07:1202(.5 TITZ till 4;.30 Pl:jll a; tll?e brandc_h olffi;e
sacrifice while bravely combating Maoists during a cordon and search 1. W.HEBEAS the abgve ’Tam‘?d applicant / appellant has filed the above referred address mentioned herein above. Tenders that are not filled up properly or tenders received beyond last date will be considered as invalid tender and shall accordingly be
s Coae . . application /appeal in this Tribunal. rejected. Nointerest shall be paid on the EMD. 2. The detail terms and conditions of the auction sale are incorporated in the prescribed tender form. Tender forms are available
operation in village Belahi, district West Champaran, Bihar on 31 May 2. WHEREAS the service of Summons / Notice could not be effected in the ordinary on www.mahindrahomefinance.com well as above branch office. 3. All the intending bidders are required to register their name in the Web Portal mentioned above in free of
2005. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their manner and whereas the application for substituted service has been allowed by cost of their own to submit their bid as per the prescribed format along with EMD by way of Demand Draft in favour of 'Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Limited" and KYCin a
sacrifice go in vain. this Tribunal. sealed envelope at the branch office mentioned herein above as well as upload online to participate in the Auction on the date and time aforesaid. For any enquiry the
———1DG and all Ranks of GRPF pay solemn 3. You are directed to appear before this Tribunal in person or through an Advocate prospective bidders may contact MRHFL Authorised Officer on the above mentioned Branch Office Address & on the above mentioned Mob. No. 4. Further interest will be
Veer Balidani N pay and file Written Statement / Reply Say on 22/06/2026 at 10.30 am and show cause charged as applicable, as per the Loan Agreement on the amount outstanding in the notice and incidental expenses, costs, etc., is due and payable till its realization. 5. The
Constable trlbutg to Constable Ramphal of 38 as to why reliefs prayed for should not be granted. notice is hereby given to the Borrower and Guarantor, to remain present personally at the time of sale and they can bring the intending buyers/purchasers for purchasing the
Ramphal Battalion, who made the supreme 4. Take notice that in case of default, the Application / Appeal shall be heard and immovable property as described herein above, as per the particulars of Terms and Conditions of Sale. 6. The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) are hereby given 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE
sacrifice while managing a violent mob in decided in your absence. UNDER SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 to pay the sum mentioned as above before the date of Auction failing which the immovable property will be
38 Bn West Bengal on 31 May 1984. CRPF Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal on this 13th day of May 2026, at auctioned and balance, if any, will be recovered with interest and costs. If the Borrower pays the amount due to Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd., in full before the date of
02-11-1954 To salutes the braveheart and pledges never Nagpur. REGISTRAR sale, auction s liable to be stopped. 7. The immovable property will be sold to the highest tenderer. However, the undersigned reserves the absolute discretion to allow inter se
31-05-1984 to let his sacrifice go in vain @ DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, NAGPUR bidding, if deemed necessary. 8. Company is not responsible for any liabilities upon the property which is not in the knowledge of the company. For further details, contact the
- ! Branch Manager, at the above mentioned Branch office address
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani 0.W.No. DRT/ 379/2026 FORM NO Place: Nagpur, Date : 31/05/2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer, (Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd.)
m Constable Constable Dt. 26/05/2026 [See Regulation 33(2)]
: By Regd. A/D, Dasti failing which by Publication.
! M. S. Gani V. K. Reddy .
-
- » DV »
- 2 Bn 90 Bn | ! COVERY (
» » DV » » »
04011951 o 100719776 DEB . BUNAL NAGF U. P. POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
31-05-2001 31-05-2001 B Blo d Floo 0 Complex, Se , agpur- 440006 .
DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Constable M. 5. Gani | | NOTICE FOR SETTLING A SALE PROCLAMATION UNDER RULE 53 OF THE Shakti Bhawan, 14-Ashok Marg, Lucknow
and Constable V. K. Reddy of 2 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice SE[OND SCHEDULE TO THE IN[OME TAX AET, 1961 READ WITH THE . CIN. U32201UP1999SGC024928 Website' WWW.U Cl or
while bravely combating insurgents during an attack on their CRPF in RECOVERY OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993. : 3 : -uppcl.org
South Tripura on 31 May 2001. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and RC/206/2019 20-05-2026 . .
ay 20 SO S BANK OF BARODA Extracts of Financial Results
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain. PRATAP NAGAR BRANCH, NAGPUR
)
Versus for the quarter and year ended 31st March, 2026
M/S REETH AGENCIES & OTHERS (Regulation 52 (8), read with Regulation 52 (4), of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015)
To, Standal Consolidated
(c01) M/sReeth Agencies (A Prapriertorship Cancern) s e S
. - Quarter ended Year ended Year ended
2 Shri Harshwardhan /0. Sudarshan Venna No. Particulars 31st Mar, 2026 | 31st Dec, 2025|315t Mar, 2025 | 31st Mar, 2026 | 31st Mar, 2025 | 31st Mar, 2026 | 31st Mar, 2025
L . . . st Mar, st Dec, st Mar, st Mar, st Mar, st Mar, st Mar,
i 20, Padole Layout, Above Vijaya Bank Ring Road, Trimurti Nagar, Nagpur- Un-andited | Un-andited | Uncandited | Audited sudited sudited audited
b ' . - 440022 . . 1 |Total Income from Operations 22,871.29 16,010.34 16,823.39 84,438.18 79,990.80 108,219.50 102,971.92
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani (CD2) ShriHarshwardhan S/o Sudarshan Verma (Proprietor-M/s. Reeth Agencies) 2 |Net Profit{loss) for the period (before Tax, Exceptional and/or 2.839.72) 12941 (148924) | (3,71486) | (10.003.64) | (7.42397) | (12,715.09)
. Plot No 22, Saraswari Layout, Dindayal Nagar, Nr. Aajiajoba Park, Nagpur-440022 Extraordinary items)
Lance Naik Constable Constable Constable . : :
. o . (cD3) ShriSuryaprakash S/o Shambhunath Pande 3~ |Net Profit/ (loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional and/or (2.852.15) 429.41 (1,500.84) (8,727.29) (10,915.24) (7,563.94) (12,845.78)
Roshan Lal Tara Singh Shri Krishna Baldev Raj PlotNo7, Pension Nagar, Anant Nagar, SBI Colony, Nagpur-440013. Extraordinary items)
’6 0: 11391;6 . o Oz 11391:2 . o 059 ;391:2 . s 02 13;23 . Whereas you were ordered by the Hon'ble Presiding Officer of DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL 4 gf&fi?i‘n/ﬁfﬁ;ﬁiﬁ the period after tax (after Exceptional and/or (2,852.15) 429.41 (1,500.84) (8,727.29) (10,915.24) (7,563.94) (12,845.78)
-08- o -08- o -05- o -04- o i i i s
31-05-1963 31-05-1963 31-05-1963 31-05-1963 NAGPUR who ,had issued the Remvew [El'tlfl.l:atl? dated 11/02/2019 in UA/QS/ZmE (0 pay 5 |Total comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit/(Loss) (2,846.63) 428.74 (1,502.38) (8,723.79) (10,917.93) (7,456.14) (12,870.70)
e hed et e to the Applicant Bank(s)/FlnanclaI |ﬂSt|tUt|Un(S); Bank 0f Barpda, the sum. of for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax))
Rs.27,70,953/- (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakhs Seventy Thousands Nine HUI'!dred Fifty 6 [Paid up Equity Share capital (Face value of <1000/~ per share) 15733480 | 153,62800 | 14623851 | 15733480 | 14623851 157,334.80 14623851
Three Only) along with pendentellite and future interest Simple (Yearly) @ 9% pa. werf. 7 [Other Equity (117,023.83) | (11424232) | (109,096.26) | (117,023.83) | (109,096.26) | (101,809.83) | (97,024.47)
08/02/2016 till full realization and costs of Rs. 42,650/ (Rupees Forty Two Thousands Six — .
. L A N 8 [Securities Premium Account NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Hundred Flftv DnIV)’ and whereas the said amount has not hgen Dam’ the Unders|gned 9 [Net worth 37,160.93 35,565.40 34,052.17 37,160.93 34,052.17 30,234.48 25,858.07
has OrgerEdftAhe S?]IE of ugderminztlgnm Immaoveable properties which are Attached as 10 |Outstanding Debt 48,091.86 50,542.96 53,919.11 48,091.86 53,919.11 54,671.37 61,494.00
per Order of Attad r.nent L 06.04.202. X 11 [Outstanding redeemable preference shares NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
2. You are hereby informed that the 09/07/2026 at 10.30 A.M. has been fixed for 5o - -
. . . ebt Equity Ratio 1.29 1.42 1.58 1.29 1.58 1.81 2.38
—. drawing up the proclamation of sale and settling the terms thereof. You are -
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani requested to bring to the notice of the undersigned any encumbrances, charges 13 (E;‘m“‘g por share (o 1000 cact) )
! L ) A N d d or continuing and discontinued operations,
Constable Constable Constabl Constable claims or liabilities attached to the said properties or any portion thereof. Basic (18.31) 283 (10.42) (57.81) (78.87) (49.41) 9297
Joginder Singh Daan Singh onstable Kalu Ram specification of properties Diluted (18.31) 277 (10.42) (57.81) (78.87) (49.41) (92.97)
. " ’ - - " 14 | Capital Redemption R NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
9 Bn 9 Bn Jograj 9 Bn 1] "All that piece and parcel of agricultural land bearing Survey No.11/1; admeasuring opiTay Tecemprion Teserves
28-07-1924 To 24-03-1931 To 20-03-1939 To 176 Hectares (aDOUt 43472 ACI’ES)' Land Revenue Rs5.20; Occupancy Class-l; 15 [Debenture Redemption Reserves NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
31-05-1963 31-05-1963 9 Bn 31-05-1963 patwari Halka No.79; situated at Mﬁuza-ASDIa: Talul(a'Hing’na; DiStriEt'NagDUr’, 16 |Debt Service Coverage Ratio (0.0007) 0.0002 (0.0137) (0.004) (0.005) 0.38 0.36
I ; : n b ; along with entire structures, Well, all kinds of trees, shrubs, Plants, Crops, vield, 17 |Interest Service Coverage Ratio @37 033 a.08) (1.68) .90 ©16) ©.83)
DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to eight bravehearts of 9 passage rights, Right of pathways and all other easementary rights, water Note 1 The above results have been reviewed by the audit committee of the Board of Directors in the meeting held on 30th May, 2026 and approved by
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice in a fierce encounter with hostile courses, and all other rights appurtenant and belonging therein, and which said . e ;
; : ; = d the Board of Directors in their meeting held on the same day.
underground elements in the Tajo/Heta area of Chiyang, Arunachal land is bounded as under East-S.No. 10, West-S.No. 12, North-5.N0.52, South-Nallah . . L 4 - ,
Pradesh on 31 May 1963. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges andSNo.10 S i e Note 2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange (BSE Limited) under Regulation 52
never to let their sacrifice go in vain. 2] "Allthat piece and parcel of agricultural land bearing Survey No.11/2: admeasuring of SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. The detailed format is available on the website of BSE Limited and the company's website at www.uppcl.org

Note 3 Additional information/other line items persuant to Regulation 52(4) of the SEBI (LODR) 2015, have been disclosed in the detailed Quarterly

1.75 Hectares (about 4.3225 Acres): Land Revenue Rs.5.30: Occupancy Class-l;

patwari Halka No.79; situated at Mouza-Asola: Taluka-Hingna; District-Nagpur, Financial Results filed with the stock exchange (BSE Limited) and can be accessed on the website of BSE Limited and the company's website

along with entire structures, Well, all kinds of trees, shrubs, Plants, Crops, yield, www.uppcl.org

passagerights, Right of pathwaysand all other easementary rights, water courses, Note 4 The figures/ratios for the previous periods have been restated, regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary to conform to current period
Raisae the standard and all other rights appurtenant and belonging therein, and which said land is classification.
of an argument. bounded as under: East-5.N0.10, West-S.No.12, North-S.No.11/1, South-Nallah. For & on behalf of the Board of Directors
T T Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal on this date : 20/05/2026. Sd/-

Fizr £ el o Arefandgairef. S /_
P L Date: 30th May, 2026 (Nitin Nijhawan)
(Shriari Shashlkant_Pargaunkar) Place: Lucknow Compliance Officer
Y s s e Recovery Officer-l _ .
e i Debts Recovery Tribunal Nagpur. W& 07 W.H./UTERIe. / fedieh 30,05/2024
| B | [ | B BTN
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Cockroaches of the world have united

" = .'I";"
ACROSSTHEAISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM

OCKROACH IS notabad word

or an abuse. A search in Wiki-

pedia will reveal that cock-

roaches have retained their

basic body structure for
roughly 200 million years — that is
199,700,000 years earlier than Homo sa-
piens first emerged in Africa about
300,000 years ago. Cockroaches have a
prior claim over humans to the right to
exist in this world.

Science Encyclopedia tells us that cock-
roaches do not bite or attack people, unlike
people who attack cockroaches. Of course,
cockroaches carry bacteria, transmit dis-
eases and trigger allergies. Humans also
carrybacteria, transmit diseases and trigger
allergies (especially among members of rival
groups). Some humans consider cock-
roachesas ‘creepy’, not unlike some humans
who consider other humans as ‘creepy’.

Stirred and shaken

Some days ago, a high dignitary stirred
the cockroaches from their slumber. Bless
him, he clarified promptly that he was refer-

ringtofake lawyers with fake degrees roam-
ingaround the courts. Such fake lawyers de-
serve to be called bad names but, I submit
respectfully, not a cockroach. Once stirred,
the cockroaches remain stirred (like ‘once a
mortgage, alwaysamortgage’). A few stirred
cockroaches have founded a political party,
started an X handle, created a website and
opened an Instagram handle. By last count,
the handle had over 22 million followers.
The stirred cockroaches retaliated. The
consequence was the humans were stirred
and shalken.Isuspect the humans are shak-
ingin their Kolhapuri chappals. If not, why
would the highest executive authority of
Indiawith Armed Forces that have 1.45 mil-
lion active personnel in uniform, 4,200
main battle tanks, 580 fighter aircraft, 270
naval vessels, 2 aircraft carriers and
hundreds of nuclear weapons, and a Rs

2,86,588 crore bonanza from RBIin its kitty, Mobility is the

fear a mere X handle opened by a 30-year-  life-spring of

old Abhijeet Dipke who is the flag-bearerof  cockroaches.

the digital-only Cockroach Janta Party :

(CJP), and ask X to close the handle? The hlg,h f}lel
Mr Dipke is in a far away land pursuing ~ PY1C€S limit the

aMastersdegree in, phew, ‘publicrelations’  mobility of

(notthe dangerous Al)underthecareofour  cgckroaches.

frenemy, MrDonald Trump. The website set .

out CJP’s goals: “we own the identity of the The pr}ce of .

cockroach—ifthatiswhatittakesforyoung ~ PELr olin Delhi

peopletobeheard.” Withitstaglineas“Voice  is Rs102.12 and

ofthelazy andunemployed’, the CJPclaims  the price of

to represent the people “the system forgot dieseli

to count”. He wants the unemployed, lazy, 1€5€l1s

Rs95.20

chronically online and who can rant profes-
sionally to join his party. He is inspired by

Gandhi, Ambedkar and Nehru. CJP’s mani-
festo makes one laugh and think; the usual
political party’s manifesto makes one sleep.

“Itisthecause...”

1think CJPis counting on the widespread
disappointment, distress and frustration
among people, especially among the youth
including young women. The causes are:
UNEMPLOYMENT: The unemployment
rate is 5.2 %; youth unemployment rate is
16-17%. The Work Force is 64.3 crore and
the Labour Force Participation Rate is, at
best, 60%. The remaining 40% or about
25 crore are, pardon me, cockroaches. If
the CJP gets all the cockroach votes, it will
form the government. (In the 2024 LS
elections, BJP got 23.6 crore votes and the
Congress 13.7 crore votes).
PETROL &DIESEL: Mobility isthe life-spring
of cockroaches. The high fuel prices limit
the mobility of cockroaches. The price of
petrol in Delhi is Rs 102.12 and the price of
diesel isRs 95.20. For voting for the BJP, resi-
dents of Kolkata have been rewarded with
prices of Rs113.51 and Rs 99.82, respectively.
JOBSIN FACTORIES: Cockroaches are, by defi-
nition, lazy. Since they do not get up early
every morningtoattend the neighbourhood
shakha, they will never be employed by the
government. The next best is a factory job.
Accordingto MoSPL, there are 260,061 regis-
tered factories in India. The estimate of the
number of jobsin factories is1.95 crore. Many
jobs will be redundant because of AT, and the
25 crore cockroaches will never get a factory
job. Hence, the frustration.

FAMILY SUPPORT: Cockroaches are sup-
ported by families, especially mothers, in
return for the 5 kg of free grain that they
bring to the family every month. Since the
household debt is 42% of GDP and house-
hold savings are only 5-6% of GDP, cock-
roaches receive little cash support from
families, and are desperately cashless.
VIKSIT BHARAT BILLIONAIRE: Cockroaches
hoped tobecome billionaires in Viksit Bha-
rat. However, despite 12 years of BJP rule,
the number of billionaires is rising at a
painfully slow pace. The latest count is 205,
and there are 25 crore cockroaches in the
line waiting to become billionaires. They
are also waiting for the Rs 15 lakh of achhe
din aayenge promised in 2014.

C-EA dashes hopes

The cockroaches turned to the Cock-
roaches Economic Adviser. The C-EA’s ad-
vice was sombre: “The trade deficit will
widen significantly in FY27, as will the cur-
rent account deficit. Inflation risks are
tilted to the upside. A below-normal mon-
soon adds an agricultural dimension to a
complex supply shock. The task of attract-
ing stable long-term capital — through
credible tax policy, regulatory predictabil-
ity, and reduced friction for investors — in-
tensifies in these conditions” (The Indian
Express, May 23, 2026).

Catastrophe is foretold.

The cockroaches may decide that the
only way to prevent the catastrophe is to
seek a peaceful transfer of power, with the
aid of CEC, from humans to cockroaches.
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RULERS RULECLUB CLASS

The Capital’s drawing rooms are heatedly discussing the
government’seviction threat tothe hallowed Delhi Gymkhana
Club. Some members, who apprehend that they could be
robbed of their lifelong watering hole, now trace the origins
ofthe dispute to the arrogant and rigid attitude of the earlier
managing committeestoadmitting the all-powerful members
oftherulingpolitical class. Forinstance, Natwar Singh as club
president in the mid 1970s recommended that R K Dhawan,
thenIndiraGandhi’s personal assistant,jumpthelongmem-
bershipwaitinglist,butwasoverruled. LK Advani wasrather
grudgingly admitted. And the managing committee quibbled
about granting a five-year extension to former Haryana CM
Bhupinder Hooda, an accomplished tennis player who has
even played against Boris Becker. The club’sadmission policy
initseminent person’scategoryisunabashedly transactional,
limited to a person’s tenure in office! In contrast, the Delhi
Golf Club liberally enrolled members recommended by the
Urban Development Ministry, which periodically extendsthe
leaseterms forits180acres. Kamal Nath, whowas ministerin
charge when the lease last came up for renewal, in fact, de-
manded unofficial, out-of-turn membership quota for his
nominees forthe next20 years. During Modi’s regime, several
ofthese memberships were cancelled and BJPnominees, in-
cludinga former RSS pracharak, were enrolled in their place!

Mumbai’s Western India Turf Club, the Willingdon Club
and the Bombay Gymkhanahaveall opened their doors to of-
ficialdom, through a compromise of give and take.

REPORT CARD GLOOM

Prime Minister Modi’s mood and bodylanguage atthe4.5-
hour-long Cabinet meetingat Seva Teerth thismonth wasstern
and somber, reflectingthe gloomy economic outlook and loom-
ingglobal instability. It was not the ministers alone who were
tensebutalsosecretariestothe Gol, sincethe performancerat-
ings of a dozen ministries was publicly appraised. Besides,
ranking of ministries in terms of the top five and bottom five
were announced for several criteria, including speed of clear-
anceoffiles, redressal of public grievances and extent of execu-
tionof government policy. Many apprehend thatthe meeting
wasapreludetoaCabinetreorganisation. Thebuzzisthatthe
PM is waiting for the inauspicious month of Purushottam
Maas (whichextendsfrom May17toJune15inthe Hinducal-
endar)topass. Butthedelay has heightened publicrestiveness
over issues, from examination fiascoes and fuel shortages to
a falling rupee and breakdown of essential services in cities
inthissummer’s record-breaking heat.

STATEWIDE ANXIETY

Thepartyleadershipisreportedlyunhappy with some BJP
CMs from heartland states. The blame, however, cannot be
attributed tothe CMs alone —they were catapulted to top posi-
tions without having the necessary political heft or adminis-
trativeexperience. The factthatasenior Cabinet minister has
recently delegated someof hisimportant duties to hisminister
of state has added grist to the rumour mill.

Yogi Adityanath, aseasoned CMwho faces an election next
year, is, however, almost certain to continue. Adityanath has
successfully guarded his turf from outside interference. An
example of hisability to neutralise attemptstorein himinis
the postingin Lucknowin 2022 of awell-regarded IAS officer
who previously worked in the Capital in many key positions,
includingthe PMO for two decades. The surmise was thatthe
bureaucrat, whosought voluntary retirement before entering
politicsandjoining Yogi’s cabinet, would take over a prestig-
ious portfolio, suchasHome. But the CM assigned himinstead
toEnergy and Urban Development. With the heat wave, power
shortages have spiked with complaintseven from BJP MLAs.

POLITICS THROUGH MATRIMONIAL ALLIANCE

Veteran Maharashtra politician and the man for all seasons,
Sharad Pawar, recently surprised his INDIA allies by chiding
Oppositionleadersfor criticising PM Modi’s frequent foreign
trips. Pawar felt that whatever their political differences, these
views should not be aired while Modi was out of the country
as it detracted from the Prime Minister’s efforts to project
India’s image abroad. Around the same time, weathercock
pollster PrashantKishor called on Pawar. Somespotalinkbe-
tween Pawar’s remarks defending Modiand the fact that earlier
thisyear, his granddaughter Revati, daughter of NCP MP Su-
priyaSule, wasengaged to Sarang Lakhani, son of businessman
Arun Lakhani, Managing Director of the Vishvaraj Group, a
company specialising in infrastructure and environmental
solutions. The Nagpur-based businessmanisclosetothe RSS
anditissaid thatthe BJP’s Nagpur politicians, Nitin Gadkari
and Devendra Fadnavis, played a role as matchmakers.

A farewell night to remember at
Delhi’s Gymkhana Club
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HISTORY HEADLINE

BY VIVEK SHUKLA

T WAS the evening of August 6, 1947.
Though itwas hotin Delhi, the air car-
ried a certain chill. The mood was
sombre, somewhat sedate.

Atthe beautiful Delhi Gymkhana Club,
the green lawns and grand ballroom were
softly lit. Women turned up in colourful
sarees, officers in khaki uniforms. Briga-
dier Kodandera Madappa Cariappa (who
later became India’s first Field Marshal)
was the host that evening. But this was no
ordinary party. Partition had been an-
nounced. The Army was also being di-
vided. Cariappa had organised it as a fare-
well party for fellow officers of the British
Indian Army who were now going to join
the new Pakistan Army.

Cards by the “Officers of the Armed
Forces of the Dominion of India” invited
guests to the party to bid farewell to “Old
Comrades Reception in Honour of the Of-
ficers of the Armed Forces of the Dominion
of Pakistan”.

Thebook Freedom at Midnight, by Larry
Collinsand Dominique Lapierre, referred to
this party as “the most emotional farewell”.

The club building, designed by Robert
Tor Russell, was specially decorated that
evening. Tents were put up on the lawns
with tables full of whisky, gin, and Indian
food. A band played in the ballroom. Of-
ficers hugged each other and recalled old
memories.

Collins and Lapierre write about the
conversations and the camaraderie at the
party in great detail.

“Do you remember how we fought to-
gether onthe Burma frontin 1942?” a Mus-
lim officer asked his Hindu friend.

“Yes, and that night when we faced the
Japanese attack? You saved my life,” the
other replied, with tears in his eyes.

The host of the evening, Brigadier Ca-
riappa, was the first Indian commander of
the Rajput Regiment. He was tall, had a
strong face, but asoft heart. Asthe evening

The Gymkhana Club, founded in 1913, now faces eviction. GaJENDRA YADAV

grew darker, he climbed onto the raised
platform in the ballroom and asked every-
one to be quiet.

All eyes turned to him.

“My dear comrades,” he said in a deep
voice, “we have shared a common destiny
for so long that our story cannot be separ-
ated. We were brothers. We will always re-
main brothers. And we will never forget the
great years we spent together.”

The hall fell completely silent. Then, the
clappingstarted. Many officers had tearsin
their eyes. A Major who was going to Pakis-
tan stepped forward and hugged Cariappa
tightly. “Sir, this is very painful,” he said.

Cariappasmiled and replied, “It is pain-
ful because our bond was deep. Buteven in
this new beginning, we must keep this
friendship alive.”

The party continued late into the night.
Officers kept sharing old stories from the
Second World War and their cantonment
days. Women sat in a corner, talking. Some
wondered what tomorrow would bring.
The journey from Delhi to Lahore and Ra-
walpindi would now mean crossing the
border of enmity.

Ayoung Captain who was going to Pak-
istan told his Indian friend, “My belongings
arestillin Delhi. Ithought Iwould comeback
and take them once thingsbecome normal.”

His friend patted his shoulder and said,
“Yes, definitely come. We will wait for you.”

Buthistory had somethingelse in store.
Just a few months later, war broke out in

Kashmir. The same officers who had left
their belongings behind were now fighting
on the enemy side.

The writers of Freedom at Midnight de-
scribe the atmosphere atthe clubthateven-
ing as one of “great sadness”. The
Gymbkhana Club, which was once only for
the British elite, had become awitnesstothe
emotions of Indian and Pakistani officers.

Thatevening, a Muslim officer goingto
Pakistan, Brigadier Aga Raza, was given a
special gift by hisjunior officers. According
to the book, “Raza plucked the protective
cloth from the trophy and held it up to the
crowd. Fashioned by a silversmith in old
Delhi, it represented two sepoys, one
Hindu, One Moslem, standing side by side,
rifles at their shoulders trained upon some
common foe.”

Butitdidn't take long for that evening of
friendship to turn into nights of hostility.

Cariappa went on to become the first
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army.
But he remained a professional soldier all
his life. He always spoke of friendship
with Pakistan. Even when his own son
was a prisoner of war in Pakistan, he put
the nation first.

The memory of that eveninglives on at
the Gymkhana Club. The club faces new
challenges today, but that farewell party of
1947 remains a proud part of its history.

The writer is Ex-Advisor (History), Indira
Gandhi Centre for Arts and Culture

Parliament
has become a
private club

A
FIFTHCOLUMN

BY TAVLEEN SINGH

HAT INTRIGUED me about the government’s
decision to sound the death knell of the Delhi
Gymkhana Club was the timing. Why now?
Could it be to distract attention from the econ-
omic problems caused by the war on Iran? In these times of
social media, it is stories that everyone has an opinion about
that take precedence over grim news like the price of fuel ris-
ing and foreign investors fleeing our shores. Whatever the rea-
son, I am delighted that the club was given marching orders.

Notbecause I thinkitisagood ideatodemolish this charm-
ing relic of our colonial past but because the decision could
start a movement to end the privileges of our politicians and
high officials. It is a movement that is much needed. Among
the heated debates that happened last week on television and
social media the one thing everyone agreed on was that this
private clubwas asymbol of the entitlement and privilege that
makes the word ‘lootyens’ an insult. Somehow nobody has no-
ticed yet that the most entitled and privileged private club in
Lutyens’ Delhi is not the Gymkhana but the Lok Sabha. Just
over 30% of its members come from political families which
means one in three of our elected representatives is a nepo
baby. Nepotism is less evident in the Rajya Sabha but 20% of
its members also come from political families.

So, if we object to people inheriting their membership at
the Gymkhana Club, then we must first acknowledge that this
is not half as disquieting as politicians inheriting parliamen-
tary constituencies. A desire for public service is not some-
thing that comes down in the genes so every time some nepo
baby inherits a constituency, it is denied to a person with a
genuine desire for public service. Yet we never protest when
our political parties hand out tickets at election time to can-
didates from political families. The sad truth is that other than
the communists, all our opposition parties are today family
businesses. Nepo babies can be spotted in the BJP as well, but
the party itself has not yet become some political heirloom.

In the debates we heard last week about the cancellation
of the lease of the Gymkhana Club’s 27 acres, those who said
this was a good thing argued that public land needs to be
better used. True. And this is why this columnist has argued
for many years that it is time to throw politicians and bureau-
crats out of their colonial bungalows in Lutyens Delhi. This is
publicland that can be much better used for creating afford-
able rental housing for the millions of people in Delhi who live
inshamefully squalid shanties. An estimated 30-50 lakh Delhi
citizenslive in horrible conditions in shanty towns that some-
times exist on the edge of garbage dumps in which children
compete with stray animals in their search for food. Is it ac-
ceptable that the men responsible for building low-cost hous-
ing themselves live like princes?

Most democratic countries do not ask taxpayers to pay for
housing public servants. But since we have spoiled ours so
badly for so many decades, I would like to offer a humble sug-
gestion. Since ‘national security’ was given as areason to get
rid of the Gymkhana Club, would it not be a good idea to
move the Prime Minister into a permanent residence like
Teen Murti House? Or instead of wasting money on a new
residence for the Prime Minister, why not move him into
Hyderabad House or one of those other fine palaces that exist
around India Gate?

Another question we need to start asking is why Rashtra-
pati Bhawan needs tositin an estate that is slightly more than
300 acres? Surely a 20-acre garden would suffice for the Presi-
dent of India, and the rest of that public land could be used to
house ministers and high officials? This would reduce what
we spend on security, and we might save some money on their
travel since they would then be close enough to their offices
towalk. There are countries in the ‘viksit’ western world where
prime ministers, presidents and princes all use public trans-
port. Our politicians and officials believe that there is a con-
stant threat to their lives so that cannot happen, but a healthy
walk accompanied by two security men would do wonders
for their health.

If the Gymkhana Club refuses to pay market rent, then it
must go. But this should be the first step in a bigger readjust-
ment of Lutyens Delhi. Or it will be clear that the real reason
why this club has been targeted is because it is considered the
last bastion of that ‘English-speaking ruling class’ that the
new rulers of India so despise. At this point I must clarify that
although I am a proud member of that old ruling class (AKA
Khan Market gang), I am in fact not a member of the
Gymkhana Club.

Like alot of other people, I have been trying to change my
dependent member card to a full membership for more than
thirty years. I also need to clarify that in the past thirty years
T have been to the Gymkhana Club no more than five or six
times. Usually for someone else’s party or for someone’s wed-
ding. Itis here that the indigent ‘elite’ come because they can-
not afford five-star hotels.

OPE LEO’S ode to human great-
ness, the magnificently titled docu-
ment, “Magnifica Humanitas”,
raises the most profoundly rattling
question on everyone’s minds: in an opti-
misation-oriented society, what happens
when we are inferior to the technologies we
have created? Work, stresses the Pope, is not
justaboutincome. Itisa “requirement of the
human condition, a normal path toward
maturity, development and personal fulfill-
ment”. Dwelling on the future of workis de-
pressing as we read daily that Al is dimin-
ishing opportunities not just in entry-level
jobs, but altering careers in investment
bankingand law. And, the final scope of AI's
displacement is anybody’s guess.

Like the Pope, we have all been raised to
believe diligence and perseveranceisa vir-
tue. The traditional beaten road to a suc-
cessful life has been scoring well in school,
college, a specialisation if you're lucky, then
astable career for the next several decades.

The End of Nine-to-Five

There’s the thought deeply rooted in his-
tory that a person who doesn’t work full
time may be morally suspect. (An idle mind
is the devil’s workshop.) Even the Bible
warned, “He who does not work, neither
shall he eat.” Throughout the ages but es-
pecially in the last hundred years, our self
worth is inextricably tied up with produc-
tivity and success. The first question any-
one asks at a party is, what do you do? The
right answer raises one’s stature. But we’re
entering an era of the very real possibility
that people will wake up in the morning
and have nowhere to go and nothing to do.
Will how we view work change? Perhaps, at
social gatherings, the initial question will
be asking about peoples’ hobbies instead.
For too long, we have all fallen for the
righteous view that one must have some
kind of vocation tojustify aright to existence.
People who have enough don’t necessarily
have to “earn a living”. They shouldn’t be
sneered at for going back to learning or en-

ONTHE
LOOSE

BY LEHER
KarLa

gagingin community service. It should strike
anyone as odd that volunteering in India is
seen as aeuphemism for being incapable of
finding something real. Governments have
their own sobering motivations to keep in-
ventingemploymentschemes —like India’s
MNREGA — a large population with too
much free time poses a danger to the social
order. The Pope is right when he says that
people feel a need to contribute meaning-
fully to the world but it’s easy to forget that
of the three billion working people on this
planet, most wake up and head tounskilled,
labour-intensive employment. They’re san-
guine about the drudgery involved because
theyneed the money. Workis rarely worship.
For most, it’sa means of survival.

For the well qualified, if Al hogs all the
boringjob options humanity relies on for a
paycheck, dare we hope that after the initial
shake up, people will pivot back and pursue
whatever genuinely brings them joy? It’'sa
widespread reality that most people hate

theirjobs. Often, circumstances dictate ca-
reers and ambition requires making cold
blooded choices. If there’s no security in
anything, one is free to choose whatever
one enjoys.

Work will, in fact, become a perpetual
hustle. Till quite recently, people went
about careers knowing it’s a slow and pa-
tient climbup a corporate ladder but there
areregular increments and better designa-
tions along the way. It’s not that this kind
of quiet toiling didn’t have its frustrations
but there’s comfort in knowing that one
could join an organisation and not worry
about getting sacked. Sure, there’s freedom
in carving out one’s own (tentative) path
but it comes with a lot of stressful uncer-
tainty. One must have some sympathy for
the 20-somethings entering the workplace
who have noidea how a new technological
age will reshape their lives.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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RECENT HIKE IN FUEL PRICES MAY ACTIVATE BOTH DIRECT AND INDIRECT TRANSMISSION CHANNELS

Mustbe vigilant on inflation, may
facedemand headwinds: Fin Min

The comments come days before the
RBI's rate setting panel announces
its interest rate decision on June 5

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 30

CONSUMPTION DEMAND in
India may face headwinds in
the coming months with econ-
omic conditions beginning to
show the impact of the conflict
in West Asia, the Ministry of Fi-
nance said on Saturday.

It cautioned that while the
near-term outlook is one of
“cautiousresilience”, policy will
need to “remain agile across
monetary, fiscal, and structural
dimensions” to tackle the on-
going uncertainty and that in-
flation developments warrant
“vigilance”.

“For India, these external
pressures are beginning to
transmit, selectively but per-
ceptibly, into domestic econ-
omic conditions,” the finance
ministry said in its Monthly
Economic Review report for
May, adding that the moder-
ationin core sector growth and
fuel consumption “signals that
global headwinds are gradually
finding their way into select
segments of domestic activity.”

“With forecasts pointing to
a below-normal monsoon and
a likely moderation in econ-
omicactivity, overall consump-
tion demand may face head-
winds in the coming months,”
it further said.

It separately said a signifi-

cant rainfall deficit along with
the current geopolitical condi-
tions could translate into food
inflation, weakening rural de-
mand and aggregate growth.

According to data released
on May 20, growth of India’s
eight core industries — namely
coal, crude oil, natural gas, re-
finery products, fertilisers,
steel, cement, and electricity —
fell to 1.2% in March and 1.7%
in April.

Meanwhile, the India Me-
teorological Department on
Friday cut its monsoon forecast
t090% of the Long Period Aver-
age from 92% projected in
April. The latest forecast is the
lowest by IMD in the last 20
years. The comments by the fi-
nance ministry that policy will
need tobe “agile” and the infla-
tion outlook warrants vigilance
come days before the Reserve
Bankof India’s Monetary Policy
Committee announces its in-
terest rate decision on June 5.

After having cut the policy
repo rate by 125 basis points
(bps) t05.25% in 2025, the MPC
has left it unchanged so far in
2026 amid sharply higher glo-
bal energy prices due to the war
in West Asia, which hasled to
foreign investors pulling
money out from Indian finan-
cial markets to the tune of $24.2
billion since the conflict began
in late February.

The finance ministry released its Monthly Economic Review report
for May on Saturday. Reuters

This has exerted tremen-
dous pressure on the Indian ru-
pee’s exchange rate, pushing it
down to multiple all-time lows.
Earlier this month, it nearly
breached the 97-per-dollar
mark, before it was propped up
by sustained RBI intervention
inthe foreign exchange market.

On Friday, the rupee ended
at95.Ithas fallen 4.2%since the
war started.

While the rupee has re-
covered some ground in recent
days, economists warn that the
MPC may have to increase in-
terest rates as early as next
week. According to Standard
Chartered Bank economists,
the RBI may raise the repo rate
by 50 bps over its June and Au-
gust meetings. And they see a
risk of additional 25-50 bps of
hikes in 2026-27 if inflation
turns out to be higher than ex-

pected due to continued press-
ure from commodity prices
and aweak rupee.
Initsreporton Saturday, the
finance ministry took note of
the divergence between India’s
retail and wholesale inflation in
April: 3.48% and 8.3%, respect-
ively. This wedge, it said, is a
sign that upstream cost press-
ures are building and the pass-
through to consumers may not
be farbehind. “The recent hike
in petrol and diesel prices may
activate both direct and indi-
rect transmission channels,
and any further escalation in
energy prices could narrow the
existing cushion more quickly
than anticipated. A deficient
monsoon could add food price
pressures on top of energy-
driven ones. However, second-
round effects and their persist-
ence must be evident in the

¢ CHALLENGES AHEAD

THE FINANCE ministry took note
of the divergence between India’s
retail and wholesale inflation

in April — which stood at 3.48%
and 8.3%, respectively

THIS WEDGE, it said, is a sign
that upstream cost pressures are
building and the passthrough to
consumers may not be far behind

IT SEPARATELY said a significant
rainfall deficit along with the
current geopolitical conditions
couldtranslate into food inflation,
weakening rural demand and
aggregate growth

data for policy responses to be
triggered,” the finance ministry
said. After holding retail fuel
prices at for over two-and-a-
half months amid the surge in
global rates due to the West Asia
crisis, public sector oil market-
ing companies have raised
pump prices of petrol and die-
sel by over Rs 7 per litre in less
than two weeks.

The RBL, in early April, fore-
cast that headline retail inflation
as measured by the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) may average
4.6% in 2026-27, up from less
than 2% in 2025-26. However,
economists from outside the
central bank see CPI inflation
averaging more than 5%. Cen-
tral banks in Asia have already
begun raising interest rates, in-
cludingIndonesia by 50 bpsand
Sri Lanka by 100 bps - both in
one go —inthelast10 days.

Govt withdraws
draft Sugarcane
(Control) Order

amid opposition

New Delhi: The Centre has with-
drawn the draft Sugarcane
(Control) Order, 2026, saying it
needstoberevisited in the light
of objections received from
state governments and other
stakeholders.

The Food Ministry had cir-
culated the draft for public com-
ments, with a May 20 deadline.
“Based on the suggestions/com-
ments received from state gov-
ernments and other stake-
holders, it is considered
necessary to revisit the draft
Sugarcane (Control) Order,
2026,” the ministry said in an of-
fice memorandum.

The draft sought to replace
the 60-year-old Sugarcane
(Control) Order, 1966, with a
new regulatory framework that
proposed, among other things,
bringing the ethanol and
khandsari sectors under gov-
ernment regulation.

The move drew opposition
from khandsari units and
farmers. The draft had pro-
posed redefining a khandsari
unit as one with more than 10
workers and a crushing capac-
ity of over 500 tonnes per day.

Currently akhandsari unitis
defined as one with 20 or more
workers, with no capacity limit.
Sources said the proposed defi-
nition would have brought a
large number of small-scale, la-
bour-intensive units under the
regulatory ambit. PTI

India’s MSCI weight declines as investors
chase the Al boom in Taiwan & Korea

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, May 30

MSCI'S QUARTERLY rebalanc-
ing of its global benchmark in-
dices has long attracted the in-
terest of global investors,
triggering inflows and outflows
across markets. For example, its
latest rejig—which cameintoef-
fect on Friday — triggered a
sharpsell-offin the Indian stock
markets late in the session, with
benchmarkindicesending1.5%
down from Thursday.

“Indian Equity Market has
witnessed massive activity from
the FPIs on the day of MSCI re-
balancing,” Nilesh Shah, Manag-
ing Director at Kotak Mahindra
Asset Management Co, posted
on X on Friday, adding that For-
eign Portfolio Investors ac-
counted for around 69% of the
total turnover of Rs 2.87 lakh
crore on National Stock Ex-
change.

Theindices provided by New
York-based MSCI are keenly
eyed by investors across the
world because they dictate the
flow of capital, especially passive
funds that closely track the
weights assigned to regions,
countries, and companies. Fri-
day’s rebalancing saw India’s
weight in the Global Standard
index edge down to 12.3% from
12.4%. Announced earlierin the
month on May 13, while the re-
balancingsaw the number of In-
dian companies in the indexre-
main unchanged at 165, four
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INDIA'S WEIGHT inthe
Emerging Markets index

has been onadownward trend
since peaking around 21%in
September 2024

ITNOW stands at 11.94%, behind
the likes of Taiwan (24.84%),
China (23.05%), and South Korea
(18.69%)

THESE RANKINGS do agood job
of telling the entire India story: it
has no Al play, while its Asian
rivals are leading the world on the

were removed (Hyundai Motor
India, Jubilant Foodworks, Ka-
lyan Jewellers, and Rail Vikas
Nigam) and four others were
added in their place: Federal
Bank, Multi Commodity Ex-
change of India, National Alu-
minium, and Indian Bank.
Meanwhile, India’s weightin
the Emerging Markets
(EM) index has been on a
downward trend since
peaking around 21% in
September 2024 and now
stands at 11.94%, behind
the likes of Taiwan (24.84%),
China (23.05%),and South Korea
(18.69%). And these rankings do
agood job of telling the entire
India story: it has no Al play,
whileits Asianrivals areleading
the world on the back of eye-
popping increases in key com-
pany’s share prices. In fact, only
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back of eye-poppingincreasesin
key company’s share prices.

afewdaysago, Taiwan overtook
Indiaand became the fifth most
valuable stock market in the
world in terms of market capital-
isation. “The catalyst? Al Spe-
cifically, the scale of Al-driven
demand for semiconductors,”
MSCI noted on Wednesday.
“Taiwan’ssemiconductorindus-
try accounts for 16.2%
oftheindexonitsown,
contributing to IT’s
surge to nearly 37% of
EM, up from 31.8%just
one month earlier. For
investors, broad EM exposure
today is structurally different
than ayear ago, with more tech-
nology, more semiconductors
and a more direct stake in the
global Al build-out,” it added.
Leading the charge for Tai-
wan has been Taiwan Semicon-
ductor Manufacturing Co, the

world’s largest chipmaker,
whose share price has more than
doubled inthelast one year. Just
how dominant is TSMC? One of
only two non-US entities in the
world’s top-10 most valuable
companies — the other being
Saudi Aramco — TSMC makes
up more than 40% of Taiwan’s
benchmark Taiex index.

At 14.21%, TSMC on its own
has a greater weight in MSCI’s
EMindex than India.

It’s not just Taiwan that has
benefitted from the Al boom. A
day after Taiwan overtook India
in the world’s largest stock mar-
kets, South Korean semiconduc-
tor manufacturer SK Hynix saw
its market capitalisation top $1
trillion. This was just a few days
after fellow Korean firm Sam-
sung also crossed the $1 trillion
mark. Together, the market cap
of Samsung and SK Hynix is al-
most half of the Kospi index.
These two companies are also
the second and third biggest
constituents of the MSCI EM
index, accounting for 10.08% of
it. The Indian companies with
the highest weight are HDFC
Bank and Reliance Industries,
both at 0.79%.

The absence of an Al play in
India was earlier viewed as a
contrarian strategy. Now, it’s a
glaring weakness. And, in con-
junctionwith the rupee’sfall, it’s
showing up in how FPIs are be-
having.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Govt waives import duty
on cotton till October 30

Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, May 30

THE GOVERNMENT on Satur-
day announced removal of the
11% duty on cotton starting
June 1 till October 30 to boost
cotton availability for India’s
textile industry amid the on-
going West Asia crisis.

This is the second time in
thelast12 monthsthat the duty
hasbeen removed.

Asimilar relief measure was
extended to the industry last
year after the USimposed steep
tariffs on Indian exports.

The Ministry of Textiles said
that the temporary duty
exemption is expected to re-
duceinput costs across the tex-
tile and apparel sector, thereby
providing a targeted relief to
manufacturers and consumers,
while also keeping the interests
of domestic farmers in mind.

“Overall, the measure is an-
ticipated to have a positive im-
pact on the performance of the
domestic textile industry, es-
pecially the small and medium
enterprises, ensuring better
availability of cotton in the
market,” the ministry said.

The government move
comes after industry execu-
tives highlighted that the price
of cotton has surged nearly 10-
15% during the last month
alone due to hoarding, as cot-
ton demand picked up in line
with other input materials, par-
ticularly polyester.

Apparel Export Promotion
Council (AEPC) Chairman A
Sakthivel had earlier this

month asked the government
to eliminate the duty due to
high cotton prices and rising
input costs.

In a presentation made to
theFinance, Commerce and In-
dustry and Textile Ministry,
AEPC said that India has re-
cently entered into several Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs), but
competing countries have
lower input costs.

Mithileshwar Thakur, Sec-
retary General AEPC said, “The
temporary exemption of Cus-
toms duty and Agriculture In-
frastructure and Development
Cess on Cotton imports from
June1,2026 to October 30,2026
will lead to reduction of input
costs across the textile and ap-
parel sector besides improving
the availability of cotton,
thereby providing much-
needed relief to the down-
stream industry, which have
been facing challenges due to
the sharp increase in cotton
and yarn prices.”

Confederation of Indian
Textile Industry (CITI) said im-
port duty was resulting in costs
goingup across the value chain
and having a detrimental im-
pact on scaling India’s textile
and apparel exports. India’s tex-
tile exports are dominated by
cotton. Indiaisthe second-lar-
gest cotton producer after
China, but relies on imports for
about 15% of its raw cotton and
about 20% of its yarn to meet
demand.

India’s cotton production
has been declining, with ex-
perts blaming it on a range of

policy failures. They said that
cotton production has stag-
nated for years largely due to a
lack of new seeds, modern irri-
gation facilities, and frequent
pest attacks and diseases.

Unlike several other com-
petitors, such as Bangladesh
and Vietnam, Indiaisone of the
largest producers of cotton and
farmers’ interests weigh on the
duty-related decision.

Apparel manufacturers
have said that some invest-
ments that had begun going
out of the country due to tariffs
have started to come back.

Anindustry executive, who
did not wish to be named, said
the sector is also seeing Euro-
pean investments coming into
Indiaastheyaretryingtodiver-
sify away from Bangladesh.

“Bangladesh has signed an
FTA with the US and is also
seeking a deal with the EU, as
India’s duty disadvantage will
be eliminated soon when the
deal comes into effect,” the
executive said.

AEPC said that the textile
industry’s cotton requirement
for the current year is projected
ataround 337 lakh bales, while
cotton arrivals for the 2025-26
season are estimated at only
292.151akh bales, resultingina
supply-demand gap of nearly
45]akh bales.

The shortfall is expected to
increase pressure on spinning
mills and downstream textile
industries due to rising input
costsand limited availability of
quality raw material, the Export
Promotion Council said.

*RBI, banks detected 2.3 lakh counterfeitnotesinFY26

According to the Reserve Bank of India’s annual report, published on Friday, the number of
fake notes in the last financial year rose to 2.30 lakh from 2.17 lakh in 2024-25. However, as a
percentage of all banknotes in circulation, the number of fake notes detected remains
minuscule: 0.00013%. In fact, this percentage figure has now fallen for four years in a row,
having stood more than five times higher at 0.00076% in 2016-17.
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‘Carbon rules, sustainability norms make
ESG a compliance priority for industry’

New Delhi: Frameworks such as
the EU’s carbon tax and the pro-
posed Carbon Credit Trading
Scheme by India are rapidly
transforming environmental,
social and governance (ESG)
practices from a voluntary dis-
closure exercise into a key busi-
nessand compliance priority for
industries, say experts.

Without credible carbon data
systemsand traceablereporting
mechanisms, companies could
faceincreasingcompliancerisks
and competitive disadvantages

in global markets, they said.

“The next phase of ESG will
be driven by implementation
readiness and data credibility,”
World of Circular Economy
(WOCE) Founder and Director
Anup Gargsaid.

He added that frameworks
such as the European Union's
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), India’s
Business Responsibility and
Sustainability Reporting (BRSR)
norms and the evolving Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS)

are rapidly shifting ESG from a
voluntary disclosure exercise to
a business and compliance pri-
ority. Whilesustainability intent
is clearly rising, execution re-
mains uneven, many organisa-
tions continue to struggle with
structured emissionstracking, es-
peciallyacrosssupply chainsand
vendor ecosystems, he added.

Citing an anlysis, he said that
72%of Indian companies remain
at an early stage of carbon read-
iness despite increasing climate
regulations. PTI

o THERE IS A SHARP MISMATCH BETWEEN THE COUNTRY’S RELATIVELY LIMITED DOMESTIC CELL MANUFACTURING CAPACITY AND ITS MUCH LARGER SOLAR MODULE MANUFACTURING BASE

Domestic solar cell mandate: How new rules may squeeze smaller manufacturers

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, May 30

A NEW domestic sourcing
requirement for solar cells, set to
come into force from June 1, is
likely to disproportionately im-
pact smaller solar module
manufacturers compared to
larger companies with inte-
grated cell and module manu-
facturing facilities.

While the move is expected
to help reduce India’s depend-
enceonimportsandstrengthen
the domestic solar manufactur-
ingecosystem, industryinsiders
have raised concerns over po-
tential market consolidation
risks in this sector. The appre-
hension stems from the sharp
mismatch  between the
country’s relatively limited do-

mestic cell manufacturing ca-
pacity and its much larger solar
module manufacturing base, a
gap that could tighten supplies
and favour vertically integrated
players.

While the country’s solar
module manufacturing capacity
has surged to nearly 200 giga-
watts (GW) per annum, do-
mestic solar cell manufacturing
remains far lower at around 30
GW, creating a significant gap.

Under the new mandate, all
‘net-metering’ and ‘Open Ac-
cess’ solar projects commis-
sioned after June 1 will have to
use domestically manufactured
solar cells. Net-metering projects
largely include rooftop solar in-
stallations — such as those
under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana— where consumers

India’s solar module manufacturing capacity has surged to nearly
200GW per annum, but domestic solar cell manufacturing remains
far lower at around 30 GW. ReuTeRs

can offset electricity bills by
supplyingsurplus power backto
the grid, while Open Access pro-
jects mainly cater tocommercial
and industrial consumers pro-

curing renewable energy di-
rectly from developers.

The new mandate has
sparked concerns among mod-
ule manufacturers, particularly

non-integrated players — those
without internal cell manufac-
turing facilities. Industry execu-
tives cautioned such companies
could face significant supply
risks, as they would now be
forced to procure domestically

26, India’s annual solar module
production is estimated at
nearly 60-65 GW, highlighting
the growing oversupply con-
cernsin the sector.

Industry sources said capac-
ity utilisation levels at several

manufactured cellsfrom module assembly plants

larger competitors that are currently hovering

also operate in the mod- around 30-40%.

ule market, potentially “The pricesof domes-

creatinganuneven play- o tically manufactured

ing field. cells are expected to rise
According to indus- afterthe mandate comes

try insiders, the timing of the
transition has added to the
stress. India’s solar module
manufacturers are currently
grapplingwith overcapacity and
weakening export opportunities
amid steep US tariff barriers.
Against solar capacity installa-
tions of around 45 GW in 2025-

into force. Asaresult,companies
with integrated manufacturing
facilities may prioritise cell pro-
duction, given the stronger mar-
gins and assured demand,” an
industry insider said, adding
thatsome degree of market con-
solidation now appears inevi-
table during the transition

phase. Alpesh Dave, vice presi-
dent at Surat-based Goldi Solar,
told The Indian Express that
while standalone module
manufacturersare facing signifi-
cant pressure on revenues, com-
panies with integrated cell and
module manufacturing facilities
are ina much stronger position.

“CellmanufacturersinIndia
are currently commandingvery
high margins because of the li-
mited domesticsupply and lack
of sufficient competition. They
are charging margins of at least
20-30%,” Dave said.

Nitin Aggarwal, CEO of Ra-
jasthan Solar Association which
represents solar equipment
manufacturers from the state,
said that barring a handful of
large integrated players, the new
mandate could pose a serious

survival challenge for a signifi-
cant section of the industry.
However, adivergent view is
also emerging within the indus-
try, with several manufacturers
viewingthe new mandateasare-
lief of sorts and offering a strong
policy push for the investments
being made in India’s domestic
solar manufacturingecosystem.
They maintain that concerns
over limited domestic cell manu-
facturing capacity are over-
stated, especially because large
utility-scalesolar projects bid out
before August 31,2025 have been
exempted from the domestic
sourcing requirement for solar
cells. Accordingtothem, thissig-
nificantly reduces immediate
pressure on domestic cell
supplies. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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PENTAGON CHIEF SAYS TRUMP IS ‘PATIENT’ AND WANTS DEAL WHICH ENSURES IRAN DOES NOT GET NUCLEAR WEAPONS

USready toresume strikes
onlranifnodeal: Hegseth

Trump to make
decision on
extending truce

Reuters
Singapore, May 30

THE US is ready to restart at-
tackson Iranifadeal cannot be
reached, Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth said on Saturday, as ne-
gotiators from Washington and
Tehran worked to bridge major
differences blocking an agree-
ment. “Our ability to recom-
mence if necessary..we are
more than capable,” Hegseth
said in Singapore.

“Our stockpiles are more
than suited for that, both there
and around the globe, so we're
inaverygood place,” headded.

Hegseth, speaking at the
Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's
premier forum for defence
leaders, militaries and diplo-
mats, said the US has not
turned its back on the Asia-
Pacific region despite beingen-
gaged in conflict with Iran.

“We can do two things at
one time. We're super-charging
our defence industrial base so
that we’re building 2X, 3X, 4X
the munitions very soon to en-
sure that all of our (operations)
plans are properly funded
throughout the world,” he said.

Adrone view shows vessels anchored at the Strait of Hormuz, as
seen from Musandam, Oman, on Saturday. REUTERS

The Pentagon chief said
President Donald Trump was
“patient” and wants to make a
“great deal” that ensures Iran
does not get a nuclear weapon.

Meanwhile on Saturday, the
US military stopped another
merchant vessel trying to break
through the American block-
ade of Iranian ports, a US offi-
cial with knowledge of the situ-
ation told The Associated Press.

The Gambia-flagged bulk
carrier Lian Star ignored
multiple warnings from US
forces overnight as it tried to
enter an Iranian port, the offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss military
operations, said.

The shipwas disabled by US
aircraftin the Gulf of Oman and
remains adrift there, the official
said, adding that US forces have
not boarded it.

With the latest action, US
military has stopped six ships
trying to breach the blockade.
One was allowed to proceed.

On Friday, Trump said he
would meet in a secure White
House room to make a “final
determination” on a proposal
to end the Iran war, which
would extend an early-April
truce for another 60 days, giv-
ing negotiators time to forge a
permanent end to the conflict.

A White House official said
the meeting in the Situation

Room lasted about two hours,
but did not address whether
Trump had made a decision.

“President Trump will only
make a deal that is good for
America and satisfies his red-
lines. Iran can never possess a
nuclear weapon,” the official
said. A senior Iranian source
told Reuters an agreement was
close but had not yet been ap-
proved.

However, Trump also said
Iran would have to end its
chokehold on the Strait of Hor-
muzand dismantle its capacity
to make a nuclear weapon - two
conditions that Tehran has not
agreed to. “Iran must agree that
they will never have a Nuclear
Weapon or Bomb. The Hormuz
Strait must be immediately
open, no tolls, for unrestricted
shipping traffic, in both direc-
tions,” Trump said, adding that
nuclear material would be
“unearthed” by the US.

Iran’'s semi-official Farsnews
agency, citing sources, said
Trump’scomments were an “at-
tempt to portray a fabricated vic-
tory.” Thesenior Iranian source,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said the potential deal
doesnotincludeany nuclear-re-
lated issues, while Iran’s
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Esmaeil Baghaei said on state
TV that the management of the
strait must be decided by Iran
and Oman.

Hardlinersin Tehran
try toderail potential
deal with Washington

FarnazFassihi
May 29

ASIRAN and the United States
appeared to be nearing an
agreement to end hostilities
this week, not everyone in Iran
was on board.

The hard-line faction, a
fringe but loud group with
members in Parliament and a
seat on the Supreme National
Security Council, has openly
opposed any concessions to
Washington, usingrallies, state
media and private and public
statements as tools to
try to derail adeal.

It remains unclear
when an actual agree-
mentwillbeannounced,
ifatall. President Trump
met for two hours with
cabinet members in the Situ-
ation Room at the White House
onFriday, but he put off making
a final decision, according to a
senior administration official.

Iran’s lead negotiator, Gen.
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf,
said in a social media post ear-
lier in the day that Tehran did
not trust Washington and that
no step would “be taken before
the other side acts first.”

ButinIranthe political fight
continues. State television,
which is controlled by a hard-
line director, has amplified the
divisions in the country and
portrayed negotiations as a fail-
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ure. On Monday, President
Masoud Pezeshkian scolded
state television in a meeting
withitsseniorleaders, callingon
them to avoid sowing discord.

Pezeshkian said even Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, the former
supreme leader killed on the
first day of the war, “agreed that
we must go to the negotiation
table ” “Butnow,” he continued,

“we are advertising that we
should not negotiate.”

At a packed rally of hard-
line supporters in Tehran on
Friday, large crowds waved
flags and chanted for
defiance. A state televi-
sion reporter asked
some attendees if Iran
should retreat or con-
tinue fighting the
United States and Israel.
“We want them to punish them
good,” one woman attendee
said. “Stand firm, we are with
you until our last drop of
blood,” said one man.

“Trump must know that
Iran, asthe victorand conqueror
of the field, sets the terms,” said
Ebrahim Azizi, a conservative
lawmaker and the head of Par-
liament’s national security and
foreign policy committees, in a
social media post on Friday.Ana-
lysts close to the government in
Iran say that the hard-line fac-
tion represents a minority view,
both in the general public and
among officials. NYT

Inside Ebola epicentre, the virus rages with little to stop it

Declan Walsh
Mongbwalu, May 30

IN THE cramped, dilapidated
Ebola ward, a 5-year-old boy
languished on a bare mattress,
atissue stuffed into his nose to
stanch the incessant bleeding.
His father stood over him, eyes
clouded with worry.

A few beds away lay the
body of Christiane Bahati, 21,
who had died seven hours ear-
lier but had not yet been taken
away. Her shoes were still
tucked under the bed, her wail-
ing relatives gathered outside
the ward doors.

The body, covered by a thin
sheet, was highly contagious.
Yet hardly anyone in the ward
was protected. Relatives came
and went, carrying food and

water to ailing patients because
the hospital had none to give
them. A few wore rubber gloves
or pulled a scarf across their
mouths. Most had nothingatall.

Inthe next ward lay the hos-
pital’s laboratory technician,
also sick. Seven other hospital
workers had already died from
suspected Ebola.

Few of the staff members
had ever been trained to fight
the disease, and the most rudi-
mentary equipment was in
dangerously short supply: tests,
protective suits, goggles,
masks, even drinking water.

Outside, the sound of ham-
mering broke the hushed si-
lence. Aid workers from Doc-
tors Without Borders were
racing to erect isolation tents
and disinfection stations.
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Dr AlexBogole, a Congolese
doctor in the hospital’s inten-
sive care ward, was furious.

The virus had been spread-

ing for months, virtually unim-
peded, “and this is the best we
cando?” hesaid, the frustration
pouring through his protective

gear. Thisisthe epicenter of the
Ebola outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, and
the front line is completely
overwhelmed.

The Congolese Health Min-
istry declared the outbreak on
May 15, and it has already bal-
looned into the third largest on
record. Twoweeks later, thein-
ternational response is being
outpaced by the virus, and
there is almost nothing to slow
it down. Aid groups warn that
without urgent intervention,
this could be the world’s dead-
liest Ebola outbreak ever.

DrBogole was never trained
for this and was angry at every-
one — at the Congolese govern-
ment for failing to detect the
outbreak until perhaps six
weeks after it began, and at the

world, which has barely mobi-
lized help here in Mongbwalu, a
remote gold mining town of
about 150,000 where the out-
breakisbelieved to have started.

“They hold meetings and
meetings,” he said, struggling
tocontain hisdisdain. “Whatis
the purpose of these meetings?
People are dying, people are
getting infected, people are in
danger. It’s very slow.”

Giant trucks, curling
through lush hills, leave blind-
ing clouds of dust. Edgy-look-
ing Congolese soldiers guard
checkpoints thatare often little
more than string.

Gold miners and people
fleeing rebel conflict stream in
and out of Mongbwalu, provid-
ing an excellent vector for the
spread of the virus. NYT
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Rescuers after they safely evacuated the villagers, who had been
trapped ina cave in Xaisomboun province, Laos, on Saturday. ap

LAOS

Rescuers pull four from flooded
cave in Laos, two still missing

RESCUERS PULLED four people from aflooded cave in
Laos on Saturday, Thai volunteer rescuers said, hours after
another man was brought out late on Friday. The five are
among seven Lao nationals who had entered the cave in
Xaisomboun province to prospect for gold, but were
trapped for more than a week when rising water

blocked their exit. Two others remain missing. Kengkard
Bongkawong, a Thai cave diver involved in the mission,
said in a Facebook post on Saturday that all four of the

trapped people had emerged from the cave. REUTERS
GERMANY GHANA
Dronesighting  Bill criminalizing
disruptsflights  LGBT promotion
at Munichairport gets Housenod
FLIGHTS WERE halted for GHANA'SPARLIAMENT on
aboutan hour at Munich Friday approved a new bill

Airportin Germany on Sat-
urday morning after two pi-
lots reported seeing a drone,
airport authorities and po-
lice said, confirminginitial
reports by German media.
During the shutdown

more than 20 flights that
hadbeenduetoland at
Munich were diverted to
otherairports, an airport
spokesperson said. REUTERS

that criminalizes the so-
called promotion of LGBTQ
activity, part of abroader
crackdown on sexual minor-
itiesin West Africa. The
Human Sexual Rights and
Family Values Bill,passed by
avoice vote after Constitu-
tional and Legal Affairs Com-
mittee recommended adop-
tion, said deputy speaker
Bernard Ahiafor. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

SRILANKA

Buddhist monk
suspended over
abuse charges

THE POWERFUL Buddhist
clergyin Sri Lanka on Satur-
day stripped a senior monk
facing charges of child abuse
after weeks of relentless
pressure. Pallegama Hema-
rathana was on May 14
ordered tobe remanded
afterbeingarrested on May 9
following a probeintoacase
of child sexual abuse. PTI

PAKISTAN

Security forces
kill 5 terrorists
in KPK province

PAKISTANISECURITY forces
haveKilled five terrorists dur-
inganoperationinthe
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince, police said on Saturday.
The operation was conducted
inDarra Adam Khel town of
Kohatdistrict,some 30 km
southwest of Peshawar on
Friday. Twosoldiersalsodied
inafierce exchange offire. PTI

Ukraine keeps up strikes on Russian
oil sites as Kylv expects more attacks

Associated Press
Moscow, May 30

UKRAINIAN DRONE strikes
caused fires at more Russian oil
facilities overnight into Satur-
day, Russian officials said, in
whatappeared tobe latest attack
on Moscow’s vital oil industry.
Authorities in Russia's Ros-
tov region said falling drone de-
brissparked a fire that damaged
an oil depot and tanker in the
port of Taganrog, while officials
in the neighbouring Krasnodar
region reported a fire breaking
out atan oil depot in Armavir.
“Another facility of Russia's
oil industry has been reached -
Armavir,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy wrote on
X, referring to the Krasnodar at-
tack, and noting that Armavir is

Smoke rises after a Ukrainian drone attack on an oil refinery and
terminal in Tuapse region of Russia on Saturday. ap

“500 kilometers from our state
border.” “We are rightfully bring-
ing the war back to where it
came from,” he wrote.

Kyiv is bracing for further
heavy bombardments after
what the Russian Foreign Min-
istry said earlier this week would

be upcoming “systemic strikes”
onUkraine. TheattacksonRus-
sian oil infrastructure came a
day after a Russian drone that
was partofan attackon Ukraine
struckan apartmentbuildingin
eastern Romania, injuring two
inthe NATO member country.

Top US commander meets
Cuban military officials
amid Trump pressure

Associated Press
Havana, May 30

THE TOP US commander in
Latin America met with
Cuban military leaders on Fri-
dayin a “brief exchange on op-
erational security matters”
near the US Navy base in
Guantanamo Bay, the latest
official to visit the island na-
tion as President Donald
Trump ramps up pressure on
itsleaders.

Trump has warned that
Cuba “is next” after US mili-
tary forces captured Vene-
zuela's autocratic leader, Nico-
las Maduro, in a January raid.

In the months since, the
Trump administration hasim-

posed an oil blockade on Cuba,
maintained warships in the
Caribbean Sea and indicted
former Cuban President Raul
Castro on federal charges.

General Francis Donovan,
head of US Southern Com-
mand, met with Lieutenant
General Roberto Legra Soto-
longo and other Cuban mili-
tary officials.

Cuba's  Revolutionary
Armed Forces said in a state-
ment that both sides viewed
“the meeting positively be-
cause it addressed security is-
sues along the perimeter sep-
arating the military enclave,
and they agreed to maintain
communication between the
two military commands”.

22 killed after truck carrying
Afghan refugees overturns

Associated Press
Kabul, May 30

ATRUCK carrying Afghan refu-
geesreturning from neighboring
Pakistan overturned on a high-
way in eastern Afghanistan on
Saturday, killing at least 22
people and injuring about 36
others, most of them women
and children, officials said.

The accident occurred in
Laghman province on the main
highway linking Kabul, the
Afghan capital, with Nangarhar
province, said Abdul Malik Nia-
zai, the spokesperson for the
provincial governor.

He said among the dead
were 10 children and five
women, and the injured were
takentohospitalsin Nangarhar.

An manreceives treatmentata
hospital in Jalalabad after the
accident in Laghman province
on Saturday. ap

The provincial director of
public health. Aminullah Sharif,
said 22 people were Killed and
about 36 injured. Hesaid the ac-
cident occurred when the truck

fell into a ditch after the driver
fell asleep.

The passengers were among
thousands of Afghans who re-
cently returned from Pakistan,
whichlaunched acrackdown on
migrants in 2023, and has since
deported or pressured many to
leave. Iran alsointensified expul-
sions of Afghan migrants
around the same time. Since
then, millions of Afghans have
returned home from the two
countries, including many who
were born in Pakistan and had
spent decades working there.

In aseparate accident in the
eastern province of Nuristan, a
car fell offtheroad intoariveron
Friday night, injuring the driver
and leaving four passengers
missing, governor’s office said.

e BELGIUM’S POTATO HARVEST SETS A RECORD, JUST AS TARIFFS HIT U.S. DEMAND FOR FROZEN FRIES AND AS COMPETITION FROM SUPPLIERS IN ASIA INTENSIFIES

The world capital of French fries has a problem: Too many potatoes and no buyers

Jenny Gross
Walhain (Belgium), May 30

ATHOUSAND tons of potatoes
were stacked 15 feet high in a
warehouse on Kris D’haeyere’s
farm for months. Even though
he offered tosell them forjusta
couple of euros per ton, no one
wanted to buy them.

So D’haeyere did the un-
thinkable: This month, he
dumped the crop back into his
fields in eastern Belgium, the
cheapest way to dispose of
enough potatoes to make 200
million French fries.

Other farmersare doingthe
same, as Europe faces asurplus
of five million metric tons of the
type of potato used for fries.

For months, the price of a
metric ton of potatoes on the
spot market in Belgium, the
world’s biggest exporter of
frozen fries, has languished at
precisely zero. It was nearly 600
euros ($690) three years ago.

The great potato glut of2026
is the result of several factors,
some meteorological and
others geopolitical.

Good weather produced the
biggest European potato har-
vest in eight years, just as
farmers were struggling to sell
their crops because the Trump
administration’s tariffs hit their
exports and new competitors
from Asia took market share.
More recently, the war in Iran
has pushed up prices for energy

and fertilizer and made con-
sumers cut back, shrinking
profit margins that were al-
ready asthin asashoestring fry.
“Of course it’s bad,” D’ha-
eyere, 58, said, “but that’s life.”
Hisunsold potatoes had started
to sprout, making them im-
possible to offload. It hit him
with a loss of €160,000 on soil,
seedlings, fertilizer, labor and
other costs and forced him to
dip into his savings, he said.
D’haeyere planted 17 acres of
potatoes for next season, a frac-
tion of the 170 acres he usually
plants on his 370-acre farm in
Hermalle-sous-Huy, Belgium.
In Germany, another major
potato producer, a farmer with
4,000 tons of unwanted pota-

Potatoes for sale at a market in Halle, Belgium. nyt

toes arranged a series of give-
aways in Berlin, which locals
refer to as the “Kartoffel-Flut,”
or potato flood.

But nowhere has a mis-
match in potatosupply and de-
mand been more acutely felt
than in Belgium, the world’s

biggest exporter of frozen fries.

Frites are a national symbol,
and friteries — what French-
speaking Belgians call the
stands that sell cardboard
cones stuffed with fries — are
ubiquitous in public squares
across the country. Belgians
smother their frites in a variety
of elaborate sauces, including
andalouse, amayonnaise blend
with tomato paste and bell
peppers, and dallas, which has
fried onion, tomato and herbs.

Belgium exported $3.3 bil-
lion of cooked, frozen potatoes
in2025, nearly triple the amount
a decade earlier, according to
the EU’s statistics agency.

The war in Iran is the latest
source of strain on the supply

chain for frozen fries, said
Christophe Vermeulen, the
chief executive of Belgapom,
Belgium’s potato processing as-
sociation.

Higher energy costs make
refrigeration and transport
more expensive. Skyrocketing
fertilizer costs also make far-
ming more expensive, with
ships carrying fertilizer ingredi-
ents unable to exit the Persian
Gulf because of a blockade on
the Strait of Hormuz.

The blockade has also made
it harder to export fries to coun-
tries including Qatar, the UAE
and Saudi Arabia, all major
French fry consumers. Gulf
countriesare likely toneed fewer
fries anyway, with fewer tourists

staying at resorts and eating at
restaurants, Vermeulen said.

Closer to home, rising infla-
tion has forced many Europeans
tothinktwice about goingoutto
restaurants, where most friesare
consumed, said Niels van der
Boom, an analystat DCA Market
Intelligence, which specializes
in commodity markets.

These challenges come as
US tariffs on imports have
made European fries more ex-
pensive in the United States,
their second-largest market
after Britain. Exports of frozen
fries from the EUto the US were
down 8 percent over the 12
monthsending Feb. 28, accord-
ing to World Potato Markets, a
magazine. NYT
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Pore1§B A Canara Bank Regional Office Nagpur
pewsepiran=alll First floor Chandak Bhavan, North Ambazari Road, Shankar Nagar Square, Nagpur - 440010 Registered Office:- Unit No. 103, First Floor, C&B
H . . . o * ’ ’
s f Ph: 0712 — 2559750 e-Mail — recoveryrongp@canarabank.com | SBFC SBFC F inance Ll m Ited Square, Sangam Complex, Village Chakala, Andheri-
I I Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai-400059.
. i s eman - tle i POSSESSION NOTICE (As per Rule 8(2) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)
Notice issued under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. - - - - — — - - -
That following Borrowers has availed the following loans/credit facilities from the Branches from time to time: Whereas the under5|gned.be|ng the Authorized Ofﬁger ofSBFC Finance Limited under the Securlt!zatmn, Reconstruphon of Financial Assgts Sometimes
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 8 of the Security
Borrowers / Branch NATURE OF Loan A/c. Date of Amount Liabilit Rate of | NPA Date Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued Demand Notices upon the Borrowers/Co-borrowers mentioned below, to repay the amount men- e Bl wanat
Name Loan/Limit No. Sanction | Sanctioned Y Interest tioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. But new
1. |Wadi B h R Rs.22 41.847.00 | 8.80% The borrower/Co-borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Co-borrowers and the public in gen- BVEr
- | Wad Branc HOUSING 5096619000029 12.01.2018 S: 5.22,41,04/. -80% + 21.05.2026 eral that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/ her under .pgin[lf_-ss_
1. SHRI RAHUL DHANRAJ SONTAKKE .BORROWER FINANCE 25,00,000/- + Interestand | 2% Penal | © "™ Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates. :
2. Mrs. PRITI RAHUL SONTAKKE .CO-BORROWER Cost Interest The Borrower/Co-borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with :_':'I' ey
70/A AMRAVATI ROAD NEAR MAROTI MANDIR, MAROTI the property will be subject to the charge of SBFC Finance Limited. . 2
NAGAR DATTAWADI, TAH: HINGNA DIST: NAGPUR Name and Address of Borrowers & Date of Description of Property(ies) & Date of Amount demanded in |
MAHARASHTRA 440023 Demand Notice and Loan Alc No. P i P ion Notice (Rs.)
DETAILS OF IMMOVABLE SECURED ASSET : ALLTHAT Piece and Parcel of Land bearing Plot No. 41 containing by measurements 139.354 Sq. Mtrs (1500 Sq. Ft.) where the size of 1. MR SOPAN RAMAJI WAGHMARE Property Situated At Milkat No. 703, Plot No.49, Zone Rs. 1773808/-
the plot from East to West admeasuring is 30 Ft and North to South admeasuring is 50 Ft. being portion of the entire land bearing Khasara No.64 of Mouza Wadi, P.H. No. 5, Gram 2. MRS. VANITA SOPAN WAGHAMARE, No. 6, T.S. No. 21, Near Devanshi Krushi Kendra, | (Rupees Seventeen Lacs
Panchayat House No. 1570, Ward No. 2, Tah: Nagpur (Gramin) & District Nagpur, Gram Panchayat Wadi and Bounded as under: 3. MR. GAURAV SOPAN WAGHAMARE Neri, Tal. Mohadi, Dist. Bhandara 441807. Bounded | Seventy Three Thousand
On The East : Road, On The West : House of Dehankar, On The North : Plot No. 42, On The South : Plot No. 40 Having address at: Property Situated At Milkat No.703, | By- East — Canal And Road, West — Property Of Mr. |  Eight Hundred and Eight
Name of Title Holder : SHRIRAHUL DHANRAJ SONTAKKE Plot No.49, Zone No.6, T.S. No.21, Near Devanshi Krushi | vilas Waghmare, North — Road, South — Canal. Only) as on 13th February
The above said loan/credit facilities are duly secured by way of mortgage of the assets more specifically described in the schedule hereunder, by virtue of the relevant Kendra, Nerl,.TaI. Mohadi, Dist. Bhandara 441807. Date of Symbolic Possession: 28th May 2026 | 2026 plus unapplied inferest
documents executed by you in our favour. Since you had failed to discharge your liabilities as per the terms and conditions stipulated, the Bank has classified the debt as NPA on Demand Notice Date: 11th March- 2026 from the date of
Y Y y gey p P )
above Dates Hence, we hereby issue this notice to you under Section 13(2) of the subject Act calling upon you to discharge the entire liability of above Amounts with accrued Loan Account No. S.BFFL‘AFOOOOOMSPQ (PR01478939) _ _ _ _ 14th February 2026,
and up-to-date interest and other expenses, within sixty days from the date of the notice, failing which we shall exercise all or any of the rights under Section 13(4) of the subject The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
Act. Further, you are hereby restrained from dealing with any of the secured assets mentioned in the schedule in any manner whatsoever, without our prior consent. This is Dated: 31-05-2026, Place: Bhandara 441807 Sd/- (Authorized Officer), SBFC Finance Limited.
without prejudice to any other rights available to us under the subject Act and/or any other law in force. Your attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of Section 13 of
the SARFAESI Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
The demand notice had also been issued to you by Registered Post Ack due to your last known address available in the Branch record. ARMB, Nashik
. N e o )
Place : Nagpur AUTHORISED OFFICER, T3Nal SI9Iciel aldh nb PUﬂJQb national bank Shop No. 2 & 3, Maznine Floor, Sneh Height Apartment,
Date :27.05.2026 CANARA BANK A i p (A Govt. of India Undertaking) Indiranagar, Nashik- 422009

Ph. 0253-2323020 E-mail : cs8288@pnb.bank.in

33’_ Union Bank Kamptee Branch E-auction Sale Notice To General Public Under Rule 8 & 9 Of The Security Interest (enforcement) Rules 2002
" U pryill  Plotno. 1KAMPTEE KALAM ROAD NEAR LIFE LINE HOSPITAL YARKHEDA PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE/MOVABLE PROPERTIES
aiw $ar KAMPTEE NAGPUR-441001 (STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002)
e SR 31 3 A Government of India Undertaking E-mail:ubin0576263@unionbankofindia.bank.in E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
AUCTION NOTICE GOODS / VEHICLE Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the
Secured Creditor, the constructive/physicall symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where
The following movable article of goods /vehicle (s) financed by the Union Bank of India (Bank) and seized from the concerned defaulting borrower/ guarantor, are Ls  “As |swha(§|s ,anc: Wha_lt_ﬁverthere Is"on théat(ri]ateas m?ntloned(ljn the@?b!ﬁgereln belgw, fodr_re;:r?vterﬁlofll)tsldues dL_Jetto"t]he Bank/tSecured (?tredltorfromthe respective
available for sale. Persons interested to buy the HYPOTHECATED GOODS/VEHICLES may contact the undersigned for physical inspection and details of the orrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve pricean eea.rneis money depositw! eis[rrenflsne mN e. anle 1e;)wfaga|ns erespe.c IVe prope Ie.s -
hypothecated goods/vehicles. Intending buyers shall submit their offer letter accompanying a refundable / adjustable Banker’s cheque or pay order for following I&%t' I‘T:nr:]::ffttl:l: AB(:::l(l::t P[:ssglr'lt'i);?;l::tt:e Lr:;“gx:?:s s,)t\Rth(E)SI :(TTa ;goz°t'°e uls 13(2)0 QSR?:T_'::;;"% DaEt_%Jé;?:nof E:;:“n?b?;::::
amount as earnest money deposit for hypothecated goods / vehicle, favoring Union Bank of India and payable at Nagpur towards interest free earnest money ' Name & addresses of the P Nagneg B) Outstanding Amount as on 31.03.2026 | B)EMD ( Last date s known to
deposit. Borrower/Guarantors Account (mortgagers of property(ies)) gfs;;essnga%;és 134) of of deposit of the secured

Intending buyers shall submit their offer in sealed envelopes with superscriptions “Quotation for purchase of Hypothecated of Goods / vehicle” and the same should D) Nature of Possession E"éng | creditors

reach the undersigned on or before 05:00 PM on 01-07-2026. Sealed quotations will be opened at 12:00 Noon on 02-07-2026 & intending buyer who have Symb:liclPhysicaIlC(lnstructive Aznéunr:crease

submitted their offers may choose to remain present at that time. -

Successful bidders will have to deposit the quoted price in full within 10 (ten) working days from the date of auction or any such time as may be extended by the 1 g?r'r‘::véﬁNB Akola (000900) k‘iy%‘it/floée’\‘s‘i’dgg'%hi/'zld@:g’rey B RAS) ?Lg%g%@% 2 f{)ﬂ;}s. 10.56 ] Gggt;f)zs Not Known

Bank, failing which, the EMD Sh?” be fon‘m@ed andthe \‘/‘eh|_c|e(s) willbe S,Ol,fj forthwnh. . L . M/s KHUSHI TRADERS Rajesh\;var Nagar, Gadega(’)r; + further irylteryest’+Charges B) Rs. 1.056 From 11:00

The Hypothecated Goods / vehicles as being sold on “as is and where is” basis and will not be sold below the reserve price fixed by the bank. The undersigned Prop : Mrs. Priyanka Yogesh Paliwal  |Road, Gadegaon, Taluka Telhara Lakh AM to 16:00

reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the offers without assigning any reason thereto. At Post Danapur, Tq. Telhara, Akola, and DistAkola C) 22.08.2024 (16.06.2026) PM

The movable article will be sold to the highest bidder. However, the undersigned reserves the absolute discretion to allow inter se bidding if deemed Maharashtra- 444108 prer: Mrs. Sangita Rajesh ;

necessary. Contact details of Authorized Officer- Amit Yesansure- 86248 52750. Also Residing At Palliwal D) Symbolic C)Rs.0.10

M/s Khushi Traders Adm Area : 149.65 Sq. Mts Lakh
Description of the Reserve Price & EMD Amt Prop : Mrs. Priyanka Yogesh Paliwal (1610.23 Sq. Ft.) Approx
Borrower/ movable article is Date of Auction & Sealed & Last Date of Address: Ward no 13, Near Ram Mandir, (Boundaries :
Guarantor present for inspection Envelope Opened Date & Time Submission of sealed Envelope Elshs :égﬁitnAkg? Maarashire- 444108 gg:ltt:: LP:TZ?ll\Jltt)%%?i)
Also Re g :
Aaquib Liyagat 120 SPORTZ 1 2 KAPPA MT HYUNDAI | Rs. 5,20,000/- (Rupees Five Lakh Twenty Rs. 52,000/- (Rupees Fifty TwoThousand Only) Mrs. Priyanka Yogesh Paliwal East: PlotNo 36(A)
Ali MOTOR INDIA LTD 2022 Thousand Only) 02-07-2026 (on 12:00 01-07-2026 (On or before till 05:00 PM) Address : Ward no 13, Near Ram Mandir, [West: LayoutRoad
Registration No. MH31FU6729 Noon) gelhara,tDim.lArI;ola, Maharashtra- 444108 |Property ID-PUNB0082880031
uarantor/Mortgagor :
Place: Nagpur, Date : 31/05/2026 CHIEF MANAGER, AUTHORISED OFFICER 1. Mrs. Sudha Tgrgchand Paliwal
Ward no 13, Near Ram Mandir, Telhara,
" " — Dist. Akola, Maharashtra- 444108
NagpurZonal Office: Bank of India Building 2o 2. Mrs. Sangita Rajesh Paliwal
| S.V.Patel Marg, Kingsway, Nagpur-440001 Ward no 13, Near Ram Mandir, Telhara,
Bank Of |nd| a F @ 0712-2539101 Email: NAGPUR.GOD@BANKOFINDIA.BANK.IN ] Dist. Akola, Maharashtra- 444108
S— ; . 2 |Branch : PNB- AKOLA 1. Residential Plots No. 28 & 29, A) 22.12.2022 A) Rs. 39.56 Date: Not Known
Relationship beyond banking LOCKER HOLDER NOTICE . : MAIN (000900) Field Survey No. 72/2/A, Mouje B) Rs. 1,35,89,523.89 Lakh 16.06.2026
The following Locker holdres are informed that we have sentregistered letter to the address available with £ Borrower : Gadegaon, Besides Laxmi + further interest +Charges From 11:00
us regarding overdue balance of yourlocker rent. Those letters have returned. M/s Krushna Traders Industries, Tahsil Road, Taluka B) Rs 3.956 AM to 16:00
Rent Prop: Mrs. Sudha Tarachand Paliwal Telhara, Dist. Akola. C) 23.03.2023 Lakh PM
Locker Date of X : - :
Branch LockerHolder Name & Address No Balance | Overdue Last Address: Laxmi Industries, Tahsil Road, ~ |Admeasuring Area:437.25 SqM i (16.06.2026 )
: (InRs.) since Notice Gadegoan, Taluka Telhara, Dist Akola- (4704.81SqFt) Approx D) Symbolic
f 444108 Owned By- Sudha Tarachand C)Rs 1.00
1)Umesh Chaubey Rs. Dt. Dt. [ P Proprietor : Paliwal Lakh
Nagpur | 2) Saroj Chaubey 568 A | 7080/- | 01/08/2022|07/05/2026 i Mrs Sudha Tarachand Paliwal Boundaries
Apna Press Cotton Market Nagpur-440001 1 ; Address: Ward no 13, Near Ram Mandir, |North-PlotNo. 30
! . J Telhara Dist Akola, Maharashtra- 444108 | South-Government Road
: - . Guarantor : East—Laxmi Industries
PujaPremchand Chopra Rs. Dt. Dt. } . .
Nagpur T X 330 A _ % | 1. Mrs Priyanka Yogesh Paliwal West - Layout Road
9PUT | 1082 Kirti Nikunj Azad Chowk 7080/- | 12/09/2022|07/05/2026 | - At Post Danapur, T Telhara, Akola, Property ID-PUNB1HAG5110601
Jain Mandir Rd Sadar, Nagpur 440001 Maharashtra- 444108
| choithram Pohumal Goplani Rs. Dt Dt. 2 firs Sangita Rajesh paiiwal
Gondia | civil Lines Gondia 155D [ 14160/~ | 09/03/2023 (29/04/2026 Mandir, Telhara Dist Akola,Maharashtra-
Tah &Dist Gondia-441614 444108
Kindly note ifthe payment alongwith applicable interest, taxes and charges is not made within 07 days after The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further
publication of this notice then bank will initiated action for breaking open of the locker and charges will be conditions:
recovered from you. 1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”
Dt.30.05.2026 Branch Manager 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the
Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
3.The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided atthe Website https://baanknet.comon 16.06.2026 @ 11.00AMto4.00PM.
_SirsdinShaltar 4. Bidder compulsorily has to submit atleast One Bid above the reserve price for participating in E- Auction.
o Lzan INDIA SHELTER FINANCE CORPORATION LTD. JiVevemgrt=isy 5. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer www.pnb.bank.in. & https://baanknet.com sdi-
Regd: Office :- Plot-15,6th Floor, Sec-44, Institutional Area, Gurugram, Haryana-122002 Mr. SAJILKUMAR
Branch :-Bhandara, Nagpur, Akola, Yavatmal & Wardha - Chief M r. d Authorized Offi
Whereas, The Undersigned Being The Authorised Officer Of The India Shelter Finance And Corporation Ltd, Under The Securitisation L Date : 31-05-_2026 P .Ieb Natr]agell';n K uS orlzed c It:ftr,
And Reconstruction Of Financial Assests And Enforcement (security) Interest Act, 2002 And In Exercise Of Power Conferred Under Place : Nashik unjab National Bank, ( Secured Creditor)
Section 13(12) Read With Rule 3 Of The Security Interest (enforcement) Rules,2002,issued ADemand Notice On The Date Noted Against
The Account As Mentioned Hereinafter, Calling Upon The Borrower And Also The Owner Of The Property/surety To Repay The Amount
Within 60 Days From The Date Of The Said Notice. Whereas The Owner Of The Property And The Other Having Failed To Repay The
Amount, Noticels Hereby Given To The Under Noted Borrowers And The PublicIn General That The Undersigned Has Taken Possession
OfThe Propertyfies Described Herein BelowIn Exercise Of The Powers Conferred On Himher Under Section 13(4) Of The Said ActRead
With Rules 8 & 9 Of The Said Rules On The Dates Mentioned Against Each Account. The Borrower Attention Is Invited To Provisions Of
Sub Section (8) Of Section 13 Of The Act, In Respect Of Time Available ,to Redeem The Secured Assets. Now, The Borrower In Particular ) . i
And The PublicIn General IsHereby Cautioned Not To Deal With The Propertyfies And Any Dealing With The Property/ies Will Be Subject (Formerly known as Sh radha InfraprOJQCts L|m|ted)
To The Charge OfIndia Shelter Finance Corporation Ltd For An AmountMentioned As Below And Interest Thereon, Costs, Etc. . B
sI Name of The Borrower/Guarantor |Description of The Charged Dt. of Demand Notice, Date Corporate Identification Number (CIN) : L45200MH1997PLC110971
No| (Owner of The Property) & Loan |/mortgaged Property(All The Part & ~ |AmountDue Ason | Possession Registered Office : Shradha House, Near Shri Mohini Complex, Kingsway, Block No. SI-4, Sixth Floor, Kasturchand Park,
Account Number Parcel of The Property Consisting of) |Date of Demand Notice ) . . i X .
] Mr./ Mrs. Vandana Umakant Sorte & |All Piece And Parcel of Mouza- Mhasala , ?fg;r}z%l;lgtic; 32260()42/5'?%2026 Nagpur 440001, Maharashtra, India I E-mail ID : |nvestorlnfo@shradhalnfra.|n
‘[ Mr./ Mrs. Umakant Madhukar Sorte |Property No. 29, Ward No. 02 ,adm Area|11.02. S. t/- (Rupees .- - ite: i i
Reside At: 125, Ashu Niwas, Laxmi  [223.04 Sq Mtr l.e 2400 Sq Ft Mhasala, Tah, ;hlryFTwooLalk;l [T)we/rlty §Ix1g%f)2ng;g Phone No.: 0712-6617181, Website: www.shradhainfra.in
Nagar, Ward No. 3, Gopuri Road & Dist. Wardha. Maharashtra 442001ixty Four Only) DueAs On 10.02.
Warda VAHARASHTEA 42001 Ao [Boundary - Eas! nouse Of M [Toeber Wi ares opcabeFrom EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
At. Mouza- Mhasala , Property No. 29, |Hiwarkar,west- Road, North-house Of Mr. gotzTﬁf_Jl?hﬁ I/D\ntd é’fﬁsf F(fhafgef And
Ward No. 02 ,Mhasala, Tah, & Dist. Pagote, South-vacant Plot Of Mr. Khairkar, |“ostlill The Date e Fayment. Q
Wardha. Maharashtra 442001, LOAN ACCOUNT NO. LA44CLLONS000005038967 & LA44CLLONS000005025763 TH E UARTE R & YEAR E N D E D o N 3 1ST MARCH’ 2026
Branch- Wardha-1 Rs. In Lakh Except EPS
2.|Mr./ Mrs. Ramavatidevi Dinesh Pandey, [All Piece And Parcel Of Malmatta No. 257, |Demand Notice | 26.05.2026 . ( P )
Mr./ Mrs. Dinesh Bandhan Pandey, Mr./  [Adm Area 1250 Sq Ft Mouza-waghoda, |11-Nov-2025 Rs. 1214163/- Standalone Consolidated
Mrs. Satendra Dinesh Pande, Mr./ Mrs. Bandobast No. 204, P. H. No. 33, Ward No. 1, | (Rupees Twelve Lakh Fourteen
Sunny Dinesh Pande & Mr./ Mrs. Grampanchayat Waghoda, Tah. Saoner, Dist. | Thousand One Hundred Sixty Sr. . Quarter Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended Year Ended
Pushpendra Dinesh Pande, Reside At: Nagpur-441107  Maharashtra Boundary: -|Three Only) Due As On 11th N Particulars
S/0 Dinesh Pande 256 Waghoda Mine Near, Eastﬁ- gp%ns Spﬁceo NOgS W?\lSt:-B Road lNov 210A25 lTOéJletger V¥I2ttn 0. 31-03-2026 | 31-12-2025 | 31-03-2025 | 31-03-2026 | 31-03-2025 | 31-03-2026 | 31-12-2025 | 31-03-2025 | 31-03-2026 | 31-03-2025
Mobile Tower Waghoda Grampanchayat, orth:- Road South:- Open Space No.87 nterest Applicable From - - - - - - T < T "
Savner Po Saoner Nagpur Mh 441107 Also At Malmatta No. 257, Mouza-waghoda. Nov 2025 And Other Charges (Audited) |(Unaudited)| (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) |(Unaudited)| (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited)
Bandobast No. 204, P. H. No. 33, Ward No. 1, Grampanchayat Waghoda, Tah. Saoner, |And Cost Till The Date Of The 1. | Total Income from Operations 1,558.49 | 786.11 503.84 | 370314 | 2189.72 | 512552 | 3310.34 | 4397.19 | 13768.48 | 11563.80
Dist. Nagpur-441107 Maharashtra, LOAN ACCOUNT NO. Payment. - -
LA44VLLONS000005155430/AP-10356197, Branch- Nagpur-3A Net Profit / (Loss) for the period

3| Mr./ Mrs. Kalpana Dhanraj Shende, Mr./ Mrs.  |All Piece And Parcel Of Gram|DemandNotice | 27.05.2026 | 2. | (Before Tax, Exceptional and / or 1106.98 556.80 283.27 2587.44 1341.57 | 1,672.41 668.84 1,002.66 | 3,940.81 | 3,014.51

Dhanraj Sudam Shende & Mr./ Mrs. Sudam Panchayat House N0.670, & 491 Ward [ 12/05/2025 Rs. 1522084/- Extra-Ordmary Items)

Nakaram Shende, Reside At: Mu Sundartola No.3, Total Admeasuring 812 sq. ft.|(Rupees Fifteen Lac Twenty Net PI’Ofit/ (LOSS) for the period before

Post Gobarwahi Tah Tumsar, Sundartola Po Mouza Yedarbuchi / Sundartola, Gram|Two Thousand Eighty Four H

Gobarwahi Dist Bhandara 441907 Maharashtra | Panchayat Yedarbuchi/ Sundartola,|Only) Due As On 10.05.2025 3. Tax (After. EXCGPtlonal and/ or 1106.98 556.80 283.27 2587.44 1341.57 1,672.41 668.84 1,002.66 3,940.81 3,014.51
Also At. Gram Panchayat House No.670, Ward Tah. Tumsar, Dist. Bhandara, Near Bus[Together With Interest Extra-Ordinary |tems)

No.3, Mouza Yedarbuchi / Sundartola, Gram stop BOUNDARY:- East-Housae of|Applicable From 11.05.2025 Net Profit / (LOSS) for the period after

Panchayat Yedarbuchi/ Sundartola, Tah. Tumsar, |Sampat Bakiram Sahahre , West- Main |And Other Charges And Cost f

Dist. Bhandara, Near Bus Stop, LOAN ACCOUNT |road, North- House of Rekha Samapat| Till The Date Of The Payment. 4. | tax (After Exceptional and / or 893.21 40498 | 21314 | 206842 | 971.44 | 124580 | 490.36 | 749.75 | 2,980.87 | 2,209.08
NO. LABDSVLONS000005114329 Sahahre South — House of Extra-Ordinary items)

Branch- Bhandara-1 Dnyaneshwar Ramdas Sahare Total Comprehensive Income for the

Mr./ Mrs. Vanita Pravinrao Bhoyar & Mr./ | All Piece And Parcel of Property | Demand Notice [ 25.05.2026 | i iqi i

% Mrs. Pravin Manikrao Bhoyar, No.572Adm Area 720 Sq Ft|11.02,2026 Re. 923262/~ (Rupees Ning 5. | period [Comprising Profi (LOss)for 1 gg7.80 | 40498 | 21396 | 2063.00 | 97206 | 123761 | 49036 | 75036 | 297267 | 220970
Reside At: Property No.572,Mouza-Bhidi, |Mouza-Bhidi, Tah-Deoli, Dist-|Lakh Twenty Three Thousand Two Hundred € perio (a_ er ax)an er
Tah-Deoli, Dist-Wardha MH 442101 Wardha MH 44210 1|Sixty Two Only) Due As On 10.02.2026 Comprehensive Income (after tax)]

LOAN ACCOUNT NO. BOUNDARY:- East- House Of |Together With Interest Applicable From R R
HL44SVLONS000005172857 Kale, West- Road, North-House |11.02.2026 And Other Charges And Cost 6. | Equity Share Capital (of ¥ 2/- each) 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95 1619.95
Branch- Wardha-1 Of Mr. Warfade, South- House Of | Till The Date of The Payment. 5 PorSh ( - 2/ h)

Mr. Rokde arnings Per Share (of ¥ 2/- eac

5.| Mr./ Mrs. Reshma Vishal Ade & All Piece And Parcel Of Property |Demand Notice 11.02.2026 | 26.05.2026 Basic: (in ?) 1.10 0.51 0.37 3.7 1.69 1.41 0.82 0.95 41 3.20
Mr./ Mrs. Vishal Shesherao Ade, No.53,Adm Area 1089 Sq Ft Mouza- |Rs. 898712/- (Rupees Eight Lakh Ninety 1. - - -

Reside At: Property No.53, Mouza- Amanpur,.Tah-Umarkhed, Dist-|Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Twelve Diluted: (in ¥) (EPS Not annualized) 1.10 0.51 0.37 3.17 1.69 1.41 0.82 0.95 411 3.20

Amanpur, Po Sukli, Tah-Umarkhed Dist- | Yavatmal.MH 445206 BOUNDARY:- |Only) Due As On 10.02.2026 Together With

Yavatmal.MH 445206 LOAN ACCOUNT | East- Gram Panchayat Road, West- |Interest Applicable From 11.02.2026 And Notes :

NO. HL44SVLONS000005135851 House Belongs To Gopichand [Other Charges And Cost Till The Date Of ' . . . . . . . . .

Branch- Yavatmal-1 Jadhav, North-House Belongs To|The Payment. 1) The above Audited financial Results were reviewed by the Audit committee and approved by the Board of Directors of the Company at their meeting held on 30th May 2026. The Statutory
Anil Rathod South-Road Auditors of the Company have carried out an audit of the aforesaid results and expressed an unmodified audit opinion.

6. m:; m:: ﬁ:::r‘:hR;g:u'J-fg'::;ar f\‘\'(') F’si‘;;e G\V';‘: d"sgci' Zoéig‘l’épﬁ;a“f;/ 120“3‘: R‘;‘Eigd 12 (I)% 2) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Audited Financial Results for the quarter and year ended on March 31, 2026 filed with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI
Reside At: S/0 Rajuji Larokar 107,Near Water | No. 280, Sheet No. 111, total adm. 33153 sq. | 654058/- (Rupees Six Lakh (Listing Obligations and Dlsclosure? Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Audited Financial Results for the quarter ended on quarter and year ended on March 31,
Tank Lalganj, Nagpur -440002 Maharashtra Also | ft. (30.8 sq mt) Lalganj, Mehandibag Road, |Fifty Four Thousand Fifty 2026 are available on the Company's website at https://shradhainfra.in/ as well as on the Stock Exchange websites www.nseindia.com
At. Corporation House No. 522, Ward No. Mouza Nagpur, Tahsil & District Nagpur-|Eight Only) Due As On d H : ; i H i H H
43.Cirdlo No. 12/18. Gts No. 260, Sheet No. 111, | 440002,Cormoration House No. 522, Ward|10.08.2025 Together With 3) The F(;gtu(rje? fortthg ?ufa_rters endte(ih31sté\lla]|(rt(;]h,tﬁ_0(216 an(i 31 sffttrll\llarch, 2?_25Faue thg ll)\a(lancmg figures between audited figures in respect of the Full Financial Year and the published
Lalganj, Mehandibag Road, Mouza Nagpur, No. 42,Circle No. 12/18, Cts No. 280, Sheet |Interest Applicable From unaudited Year 0 ate Tigures upto the end o _e "_ .quar erorine respeg Ive manCla_ ears. ) ) )

I@:Ligigtcr)iﬁtNNTag%ﬂ-MOOOZ gg-U;‘gARL?Ig;ni{ ’;\la%pt\ll\r/ BtOtJN(E;AfR’\K:- ;1::]-08-2%22 (/:\m: Tﬁﬂt%?r (4) The Board of Directors have recommended Final Dividend of 30% of Equity Share Capital of the Company, i.e., Rs. 0.60 Paisa /- per Equity Share of Face Value of Rs. 02/- each for the
. .- Easl-roaa ,Vvest- Land o r. arges AN ost |1 e 7 i i H H

L A44VL LONS000005102128 Madhukar Chindhuji Potfade. North.|Date Of The Payment. Financial Year ended 31st March, 2026, subject to approval of the Shareholders at the ensuing 29th Annual General Meeting of the Company.

Branch- Nagpur-3A Road,South-PHouse of Mr. Khapekar Bv order of the Board of Directors of

T D S s | S ot oo L. e B08b o 0162031 Tmeans] SHRADHA REALTY LIMITED

axman Kakode, Reside . Malmatta y mArea q L, also , U1 S. - (Rupees Nine . . .
no. 98 A, At Palso Bk, Palsobadhe gp, Palsobadhe gp, Tg. and Dist. Akola |Lakh Eighteen Thousand Two Hundred (Formerly known as Shradha Infraprojects limited lelted)
Tq. and Dist. Akola 444102 Maharashtra | 444102 Maharashtra BOUNDARY:- | Three Only) Due As On 10.01.2026 Sd/'
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. East- Road West- Road North- House | Together With Interest Applicable From NITESH VINAYKUMAR SANKLECHA
HL44SVLONS000005124827 Of Lakshman Kakode South- Land Of |11.01.2026 And Other Charges And Place : Nagpur .
Branch- Akola-1 Shridhar Borde Cost Till The Date Of The Payment. ) N . (DlN 035321 45)

Place: Maharashtra Date: 31.05.2026 For India Shelter Finance Corporation Ltd (Authorized Officer) Date : 30' May, 2026 Managing Director & CFO

For Any Query Please Contact Mr. Tushar Hurde (+91 7350002453), Mr. Prakash Tandulkar(+91 7447426676

| | B | B BTN
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Responsibility is probably the key word. Every individual is keen to contribute and do something for the team. The other thing is the mindset.
We’re not here just to qualify for the playoffs. We’re here to play finals and win finals. I think that mindset has changed.
RAJAT PATIDAR, ON WHAT'S CHANGED FOR ROYAL CHALLENGERS BENGALURU
Mindset towin INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE FINAL

title, not defend
2025 IPL win,
says Patidar

Rajat Patidar. pRAVEEN KHANNA

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, May 30

BEFORE ROYAL Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB)'sIPL2026 final
against Gujarat Titans, Rajat
Patidar was presented with a
topic that has followed him
through much of the season -a
potential return to India's T20I
setup.

Patidar, however, had little
interest in discussingit. "I'm not
looking forward to any selection
regarding India. So,I'm notlook-
ing forward for it," the RCB cap-
tain said on the eve of the final.

Itiseasy tounderstand why
hisname has entered the selec-
tion debate. Patidar has scored
486 runsin 14 matches this sea-
sonwhile simultaneously lead-
ing RCB into a second succes-
sive IPL final. His performances
have come in a batting line-up
built around clearly defined
roles, with Patidar often provid-
ing the acceleration in the
middle overs.

India captain?

That same outlook was evi-
dent when Patidar was asked
whether he could envision him-
selfonedayleadingIndiain T20
cricket."Tdon'tvisualisetobe the
T20 captain of India. But at the
same time, every captain wants
to win the trophies. So last year
wedidit,butagainit'sanewsea-
son. You cannot keep talking
about 2025, what we have done.
You have to be more in the pres-
ent and do whatever best you
cando towin the title. What has
changed from last year? To be
honest, I don't think we have
changed anything."

RCB enter the final carrying
the confidence of a side that has
established itself as one of the
IPL's most consistent teams in
recent seasons. While Patidar's
individual contributions have
beensignificant, he believes the
franchise's evolution has been
driven by a broader shift in
mindset rather than the in-
fluence of a few star performers.

"I think responsibility is the
mainword thatevery individual
isthinking about."

Headded: "So, responsibility
and keennesstodo fortheteam.
And having the same mindset
that we are not here to just play
qualifiers and all. We are here to
playthefinalsand win the finals.
So I think this mindset has
changed."

For 18 years,RCB
underachieved.
Sunday’s final
against Gujarat
will tell usif they
have fixed it
permanently

Shankar Narayan
Ahmedabad, May 30

Asthesunsetoverthe Narendra
Modi Stadium on Saturday
evening, Rajat Patidar and Dev-
dutt Padikkal were still on the
ground, working through their
drills under Dinesh Karthik's
eye. The intensity was evident.
So was the composure. That
combination - urgency without
anxiety - has become the defin-
ing characteristic of this RCB
side over two seasons.

They arrive at Sunday's final
as defending champions. They
alsoarriveatavenuethathasal-
readybeaten them oncethissea-
son - bowled out for 155 here in
April, atotal Gujarat chased with
four wickets in hand. The final
was originally scheduled at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Ben-
galuru, RCB's home, before the
BCCImoved it to Ahmedabad
citinglogistical requirements. So
the defending champions will
play forthetitlenoton theirown
ground but on Gujarat's, on a
pitch they know canundothem.
Ahmedabad is hosting the IPL
final for the fourth time in the
last five seasons. RCB are the
only side arriving without the
comfort of familiarity.

It is the kind of detail that
would have unsettled previous
RCB sides. This one no longer
lookslike ateam built on reputa-
tion. It has been built, deliber-
ately, on something more dur-
able.

The clearest illustration
came last Tuesday in Dharam-
sala. Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 36
years old, with 26 wickets in 15
matches this season, bowling

T, T
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The Narendra Modi Stadium will host the IPL final for the fourth time in the last five seasons. PRAVEEN KHANNA

the same seam-upaction he has
bowled for sixteen years. Patidar
walkinginat 97 for3and making
93 off 33 balls - the fastest innings
of 90 or more in IPL history.
Neither moment wasaccidental.
Both were the product of a fran-
chise that has stopped assem-
bling famous names and started
building defined roles.

Efficient XI

The thinking behind the
squad reflectsaclarity shaped by
the Chinnaswamy - high-scor-
ing, short boundaries, pace-
friendly. Bhuvneshwar gives
swing and powerplay wickets
that hand RCB early control.
Josh Hazlewood mixes his
lengthsintelligently to maintain
pressure. Rasikh Salam Dar has
quietly filled the third seamer
slot in Yash Dayal's absence. In
spin, Suyash Sharmaand Krunal
Pandya bring different tools to-
ward the same principle:
middle-over control and wickets
in batting-friendly conditions.
The batting reflects the same
role precision. Virat Kohli stabil-

Thedefending
champions will play
Jorthetitlenoton
their ownground
buton Gujarat's,on
apitch they know
canundo them.

ises and anchors. Padikkal en-
forces at the top. Tim David ac-
celerates late. Jitesh Sharma
provides finishing depth. Thein-
tent is not to assemble the most
famous XIbut the most efficient
one.

A win on Sunday would put
Patidar alongside MS Dhoniand
RohitSharmaascaptainstowin
consecutive IPL titles. He was
asked about this at the pre-
match press conference on Sat-
urday. The answer was charac-
teristic. "No, I've never thought
about what another captain has
done or whether I want to com-
pete with someone. My journey
hasbeen arollercoaster, but I've
never focused on that.Ifocuson

whatIcandobestinthe present.
Right now, my focus is only on
the final and giving my best to-
morrow."

The broader legacy conver-
sation is one the franchise is
more willing to have than their
captain. Teams that define eras
arerarely built on single-season
brilliance. They are built on sta-
bility acrosscycles. Three things
stand out in this RCB group as
the foundations of something
longer. The first is Patidar's cap-
taincy - not yet fully formed but
alreadyembeddedinaclearsys-
tem, built for continuity rather
than personality. The second is
theIndian core of Krunal, Padik-
kal, Jitesh and Patidar himself -
the structural backbone that
givesthesideidentity and allows
overseas players to slot into de-
fined roles. The third is the
bridge that Kohliand Bhuvnesh-
war provide between the fran-
chise's pastand its evolving pres-
ent. Between them they carry
theidentity and the experience.
Neither is surplus. Both are es-
sential.

From h_a()s to clarlty

Gujarat Titans are not
straightforward opponents.
Both sides arrive on Sunday
chasing a second IPL title - GT
won their first in 2022 under
Hardik Pandya. They know this
ground. They bat from the top
with Gill and Sudharsan, bowl
with Rabada and Siraj, and con-
trol the middle overs with Ra-
shid Khan. They havelosttoRCB
twice thisseason but won Quali-
fier 2 to be here. Gill's reflection
after the Qualifier 1 defeat was
pointed: fielding let them down
under pressure. They will have
addressed that.

The pitch used for the final
willbe the same surface used for
the 2023 ODI World Cup final.
On that evidence alone, condi-
tionswill testboth sidesequally.
What it will not test equally is
temperament - and that, more
than tactics, is what Sunday is
really about.

RCB have climbed the
mountain once. The question is
whether they have built some-
thing strong enough to stay
there.

Teams with similar batting philosophies, different depth

LalithKalidas
New Delhi, May 30

EVENIN an IPL season defined
byunprecedented scoringrates,
stability remains a premium.
Consistency that lasts two
monthscan punchatickettothe
final. Royal Challengers Benga-
luruand Gujarat Titansembody
contrasting run-making philos-
ophies, yet arrive at the same
endpoint: clarity over chaos.

It is the relative calm within
their batting units that has
driven success, albeit through
different personnel structures.
While the defending champions
utilise their entire top seven, Gu-
jarat’s batting is visibly pinned

onShubman Gill, Sai Sudharsan
and Jos Buttler. The efficiency of
both units through the first two
phases, with minimal drop-offs
in intent, has allowed them to
outpace the more explosive top
orders of Rajasthan Royals, Sun-
risers Hyderabad and Punjab
Kings.

Interestingly, RCB are the
only side among the top-five
teams to increase their scoring
rate as the innings progress.
Their Powerplay strike rate of
9.75runs per over (rpo) has tran-
sitioned smoothly into99rpoin
the middle overs (7-16). While
the average dips from 41 to 31,
RCB absorb that cost thanks to
their depth and finishing

Gujarat’s batting is visibly pinned
on Shubman Gill, Sai Sudarshan
and Jos Buttler. cremvas

strength. In contrast, Gujarat
continue to adopt a lower-risk
approach, with scoring respon-
sibility concentrated in the top

Number Plate

9.9

® RCB’s SRinthe powerplayis 9.75
runs per overand goes to 9.9inthe
middle overs (7-16) — the only
teaminthe Top5tohaveanas-
cending scoring rate.

three. Their middle-order aver-
ageof35.24isthe highestamong
Playoffteams. Though they start
slower in the Powerplay at 9.08
rpo, GT maintain stability at 9.05
rpo through the middle overs.
By comparison, the third-

placed Rajasthan Royalsleaned
heavily on the Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi factor, with the Power-
play contributing over 36 per-
cent of their total runs — the
highestamongall teams. How-
ever, their11.2 rpoin that phase
drops to 9.19 in the middle
overs, alongside a steep fall in
average.

Avoiding such sharp fluctu-
ations for 80 per cent of the in-
nings has ensured that neither
RCB nor GT is forced to reset at
the death. Powered by Tim
David (252 runs in overs 17-20),
RCBsurgeat11.19rpo—thesec-
ond-best in the league. Gujarat,
lackingsimilar firepower, trail at
9.53 rpoin the final phase.

Titans’ five-pronged
bowling attack
RCB’s biggest test

Shankar Narayan
Ahmedabad, May 30

KAGISO RABADA will run in
fromoneend. Mohammed Siraj
from the other. Between them,
in the overs that follow, Jason
Holderwillstepin. Then Rashid
Khan. Then Prasidh Krishna.
Royal Challengers Bengaluru's
batting - Kohli's stability, Pati-
dar'sexplosiveness, Tim David's
finishing power - has found
answers to most challenges this
season. On Sunday;, it must find
answers for all five.

What makes Gujarat Titans'
attack particularly dangerousis
not merely the quality of indi-
viduals but the variety they
bring. Itisaunitrooted in tradi-
tional Test-match lengths, forc-
ing batsmen to constantly re-
think their approach across all
twenty overs. There are no easy
phases. There isno obvious gap.
RCB's batting has been one of
the defining stories of IPL 2026
- built around clearly defined
roles, it has answered most
challenges thrown its way. But
this is arguably the most com-
plete bowling attack in the
league, and the most complete
test it has faced.

Rediscovered form

Rabada has been the stand-
out bowler of IPL 2026. After
three consecutive difficult sea-
sons - a combined 20 wickets in
21 matches - he has emerged as
thebowlingleader of this attack.
Twenty-eight wickets in 16
matches at 9.43. Nineteen of
those in the powerplay. His abil-
ity to hit the deck hard while
maintaining high speeds makes
him effective even on surfaces
thatofferlittleassistance. The re-
lentless pace, the attacking
mindset that refuses to retreat
into containment - Rabada ar-
rives at the final as the tourna-
ment'sleading wicket-taker and
as a bowler who has redis-
covered something he had tem-
porarily lost.

Siraj presents a different
challenge from the other end.
The 32-year-old relies on seam
movement and swing, hunting
wickets from the very first over
rather than retreating into de-
fensive lengths. Fourteen of his
18 wicketsthisseason have come
inthefirstsixovers. Hisstock de-
livery appears to come in but
shapes away - outside edges re-

Kagiso Rabada has 28 wickets in 18 matches this IPL. cremas/Bccl

maininterested. Where Rabada
hits hard and fast, Siraj probes
and moves. Together they form
the most dangerous new-ball
pairing in the competition.

The surprise has been
Holder. Gujarat had planned
him before the auction even
opened. "Even before the IPL
auction last year, we had
planned that Jason Holder
would be our main pick,"GT as-
sistant coach Parthiv Patel said.

Faithin Holder

"We know that in the last 1.5
years, Holder has been in good
form in T20 leagues across the
world. If you have a player who
can bowl in the powerplay as
well as in the middle overs, and
he can bat as well - after that
decision, alot of things changed
for us." Seventeen wickets in 10
matches at an economy of 7.54.
Thirteen of those in the middle
overs, where his height extracts
bounce from lengths that are
otherwise comfortable to hit.
The calculation was made four-
teen months ago. It has paid off
precisely asintended.

Prasidh Krishna's 16 wickets
have come at a cost - 10.52 runs
per over - but he remains a diffi-
cult bowler to line up. The
lengths are awkward, the pace
persistent, and he repeatedly
hits the deck hard. Caught be-
tween driving and pulling,
batsmen are forced into scoring
options they would not nor-
mally consider. Onasurfacelike
Ahmedabad, where the bounce
istrue and the pace holds, those
lengths become difficult.

Then Rashid Khan. By the
time he arrives, RCB will have
survived the pace quartet. It
will not feel like relief. Seven-
teen of his 19 wickets have
come in the middle overs,
where he has broken partner-
shipsand stalled scoringwith a
consistency that makes himthe
most reliable wicket-taker in
the competition when games
are in the balance. His pace
through the air, his accuracy,
his ability to create doubt
where batsmen thought they
had settled - each time a RCB
batter thinks they have read the
innings, Rashid will be waiting.

Batsmen win you games.
Bowlers win you champion-
ships. Gujarat Titans have built
theirbowlingattack around that
conviction.

® SULTAN OF SWING

How Bhuvi hasn’t allowed the young fearless batsman to run away with IPL

Sandeep Dwivedi
New Delhi, May 30

WHILE THE 15-year-old Vaib-
hav Suryavanshi’s fearless hit-
ting has made him this season’s
highest run-getter, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, at 36, has exploited
that same trait in several new-
agebatsmentoemergeasoneof
the league’s top wicket-takers.
Though he hasn’t yet got Surya-
vanshi’swicket, Bhuvneshwar’s
26 scalps include the who’s who
of Gen Next daredevils—
Priyansh Arya, Prabhsimran
Singh, Sahil Parakh, Sameer
Rizvi, Ayush Mhatre, and a few
more.

Theslyold fox hasreminded
theyoungturksthat their stand-
and-deliver, relentless attacking
approach, though very popular
with fans, isn’t bulletproof. He
isn’tallowingtherelentlessly at-
tackingkids to run away with his
sport. Not that he is getting any
credit for keeping bowlers rel-
evant in T20 cricket. But then,
that has been Bhuvneshwar’s
story all along,

As a rookie bowler, he

notched Sachin Tendulkar’sfirst
duckindomesticcricket. Hehad
adream ODI debut against Pak-
istan, running through their top-
order. He is on the Lord’s hon-
ours board. He has two Purple
Capsand two IPL titles.

Still, Bhuvi isn’t even the
most talked-about cricketer
from his hometown Meerut.
That honour goes to Praveen
Kumar. In RCB, there are Virat
Kohli and now Rajat Patidar,
players with more star power
than him. Not that he minds or
works towards building an aura
around him. A man of few
words, he isn’t just understated
but does his best to underplay
himself.

Strongwork ethic

Once, an interviewer asked
him the secret of his swing bow-
lingand suggested a few options:
Is it because of the several ball-
manufacturingunitsin Meerut?
Was it because Bittu, his child-
hood name, was passionate
about kite flying, adaily activity
thathelped him develop dexter-
ous wrists? As if to cut the con-

At 36, Bhuvneshwar Kumar (26 scalps and counting), continues to
be a challenging prospect for batsmen to deal with in the IPL. creivas

versation short or probably not
keentointellectualise hisart, he
agreed to both. If easy access to
agleaming red cherry and kite
flying made one the Sultan of
Swing, India would be brim-
mingwith bowlers of Bhuvnesh-
war’s skill. Bhuvi, the Sultan of
Swing, didn’t mind the image of
akite-flying Bittu.

Though later in the chat, he
did mention the hours he putin
as a 10-year-old with a slight
build to be a fast bowler. He
didn’t have any energy left to
even eat food. His mother gave
his elder sister the daily duty of
feeding him as he sprawled on
thebed, shuthiseyes, and called
itaday. He also had drools drip-

InthelPL too, when
Bhuvneshwar gets
oneofthenewstars,
a Johnny-come-
lately hard-hitter, his
celebrationdoesn’t
havetheangstofa
veteranwho grudges
thesuccess and
riches of the newbies

ping from the corner of his
mouth when he slept — a clear
sign of a thoroughly exhausted
person. These were nuggets
mentioned in passingwith noef-
forttoexaggerate hisordeal from
his early days. In his part of the
world, the industrial town of
Meerut, they call Bhuvneshwar
a karmath cricketer—a player
withagreat work-ethicand firm
believer of karma and not the
hype-industry.

Bhuvneshwar comes across
asalaid-backcricketerbut that’s
misleading, like his bowling.
Watch his eyes when he runs in

to bowl — fully focused on the
target, tiny balls of fire burn at
the very center of his pupils
when he towers over the
stumps, arches his back, and
unleashestheball exactly where
hewants. Every time he hasthe
ball in his hand, he seems to be
inazone, his brain ticking con-
stantly tospotaweaknessinthe
batsman in front. His goal is to
dismiss the batsman, nothing
else. Nougly send-offorasledge
toventout the anger or even an
over-the-top celebration to tell
the batsman that he was better
ontheday.

Thinking bowler

When he got Tendulkar, he
hung his head, as if to offer an
apologytoPaaji. At Lord’s, when
he knocked back Ben Stokes’s
stump to take his fifth, all he
could manage was a mild fist-
pump. In the IPL too, when he
gets one of the new stars, a
Johnny-come-lately hard-hitter,
his celebration doesn’t have the
angst of a veteran who grudges
the success and riches of the
newbies. Once he has beaten

their defense, he is on his own,

flying on the turf, celebrating his
victory and not the batsman’s
defeat. His face betrays the sat-
isfaction of a thinking bowler
who has cracked the code to pin
down the modern T20 smasher.

InanRCBvideo, when asked
tocompare Suryavanshi& Co.to
pastbatsmen, he shares a secret
thatgives hope thatallisnotlost
for the bowlers. “They (new-age
T20batsmen) are fearless. They
don’t think about what the con-
ditions are and what the situ-
ation is. They take on the
bowlers. That is also the reason
batsmen of the past are more
mature and read the situation
and conditions better than these
guys,” he says.

While lesser bowlers get in-
timidated by the massive back
lift and the bats moving like a
golfswing, Bhuvneshwar sees
an opening. A classical swing
bowler, with immaculate con-
trol over the line and length,
the ever-evolving bowler
bowls lengths that force
batsmen to move their feet—
something today’s T20

batsmen aren’t used to.

By an indiscernible adjust-
ment of the thumb on the ball,
he hasitonastring. He got Arya
outwithaball pitched atalength
that was beyond his reach; the
extra bounce that he gets from
bendingthebackatthelast min-
ute resulted in a mis-hit. Prabh-
simran was foxed by a ball
pitched on a Test match length,
swung wide on the off-side and
moved further away after pitch-
ing. By habit he swung and
edged behind. Rizvi couldn’t
read the length and got bowled.

Bhuvi the conjurer has been
playing the young batsmen this
season. As he said, they weren’t
reading the conditions, situ-
ation, or the bowler who had
Tendulkar for aduck and is a
Lord’s hero.

Here’s a humble request to
those punch-drunk on the suc-
cess of this IPL’s young six-hit-
ting machine—spare a thought
for an equally successful crafty
old-timer. If your fingers are
hurting from applauding Surya-
vanshi all season, deliver aslow-
clap ovation to Bhuvneshwar.

. NAGPUR
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Satwik-Chirag down World No.1s to reach final

Down 8-13 in the first set, Indian pair
beat Seo Seung-jae and Kim Won-ho
to end their 34-match winning streak

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 30

NOT FEARLESS, but forged.
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty were 8-13 down
inthe first set against the world
champions. They won 21-19, 21-
18.

Defeating world champions
and top seeds Seo Seung-jae
and Kim Won-ho of Korea, the
Indians reached successive fi-
nalsin the month of May at the
Singapore Open Super 750.
This was their first win over the
Koreans, who came in on a 34-
match winning streak, un-
beaten across seven tourna-
ments since last autumn.

For the tall Indians, con-
stantly facing the headwinds of
the flat game and service return
troubles, it was a massive re-
lease of pressure — not only did
they out-skill Seo Seung-jae, a
contemporary doubles great,
but they came back from trail-

Sabalenka
sees off
Kasatkina

Reuters
Paris, May 30

ARYNA SABALENKA cut
through the French Open
chaosas the world number one
beat Australia's Daria Kasat-
kina 6-07-5on Saturday to seal
her place in the fourth round
after seismic upsets in the pre-
vious two days at Roland Gar-
ros. With top seed Jannik
Sinner and 24-times Grand
Slam winner Novak Djokovic
exiting in the last 48 hours, Sa-
balenka restored order with a
commanding display tobook a
tantalising meeting with Ja-
pan's Naomi Osaka.

“It has definitely been
a great week,” Sabalenka said
during her on-court interview.

“I'm happy to be through to
the second week, happy with
my level, and to be able to
handle the fight that she
brought and get a straight-sets
win. Thank you (to the crowd).
Honestly, that's just a dream to
play in front of you all and feel
the support.”

The 28-year-old was re-
minded that it was her 100th
victory as the world number
one, making her the ninth
player to achieve the feat since
theinception of the WTA rank-
ings. Sabalenka joins Martina
Navratilova, Steffi Graf, Chris
Evert, Serena Williams, Mar-
tina Hingis, Monica Seles, Jus-
tine Henin and Iga Swiatek in
the honours list.

“T've got goosebumps,” said
Sabalenka, who struggled with
dips in her form and crippling
service issues a few years ago.

“It means the world to me
and I'm just happy that in the
tough momentsIstayed tough.
I was fighting and never gave
up and that is what it has
brought me.I'm super proud of
myself and my team. We've
reached an amazing level that
feltimpossible.”

Sabalenka wasted little time
to get going on asun-drenched
Court Suzanne Lenglen, win-
ning the opening five games
with a mix of power from the
baseline and precision at the
net, before she fought from 15-
40 down in the nexttosecurea
bagel.

ing positions in both sets.

“The way we were playing,
even when we were down we
backed each other up. We knew
they crack at some time if we
stickto our plans. Points would
eventually come. We had that
belief,” Chirag told BWF.

The path from 9-13 to 17-17
was the turnaround they had
been building toward for a year
—aperiod inwhich theirgame
has evolved to become more
complete than even when they
were world No1. The two Olym-
pic disappointments have
better armed them for beating
pairings who make them un-
comfortable.

Their reputation as slam-
bang smash machines helped.
It meant the creative southpaw
Seo Seung-jae was perpetually
in two minds, always bracing
for the big smash to the back
court. While the fast conditions
neutralised Korean sKills, the
Indians played snappy, flat

WRESTLING TRIALS

Rankireddy and Shetty (R) beat Seo Seung-jae and Kim Won-ho
21-19, 21-8 in the semifinals of the Singapore Open. BADMINTON PHOTO

drives, pushing Seo-Kim back
and opening up wide spaces to
kill. Levelling at 17-all, the gear
change from five points down
was almost imperceptible. Seo
was so wary of the smash that
the Indians gleefully pinned
himbackand tookthe firstlead
with front-court kills at 18-17.
Satwik remains uncertainin
confidence, but in a classic 1-2
move the duo operate almost
on autopilot. On the most cru-

cial point of the match — get-
ting to 19-18 without wilting —
Satwik soared to smash first,
then Chirag leapt like a second
giant wave to hit the Koreans.
Satwik made amends for a ser-
vice error that followed with an
aggressive cross-net, wholly
unexpected by the Koreans
who had beaten the Indians
twice last year.

The opening set was
claimed 21-19 after a fast, taut,

tenserally in which the Korean
defence parried backan Indian
attacking flurry until they
couldn't — a Satwik smash fi-
nally beating Seo's usually
watertight defence.

Decoy smash

Still, Seo-Kim are No 1 and
on an undefeated streak for a
reason. The Indians trailed
againinthe second, even asSeo
was now convinced the Indian
attack was an almighty head-
ache. From 0-3, Satwik-Chirag
tried the decoy smash —the ul-
timate moment in men's
doubles — when Chirag
jumped as if to hit but Satwik
rose like a booming echo right
behind him and completed the
action.

Chirag followed with chee-
tah-like front-court intercep-
tions, boldly attacking the
Korean serve and sowing more
doubts. Satwik rattled Kim with
high flats at face height, putting
the Koreans in an awkward
bind. “Set 2 plan was to just
keep pushing at the net. I felt
like they were not in a comfort-
able position to defend. They
didn'twant to defend. Sowe got
into that game, didn't leave

them, just rushed them,” Sat-
wik told BWF.

The real war bugle was
blown at 9-9 with Chirag's
iconic cry of 'Maar'.

Even as the Koreans took a
slender 11-10 lead, they had
been split twice — both Seo and
Kim going for the same shuttle,
colliding twice. Things went to
11-14, but the Indians were pre-
pared. The attack was earned
by keeping Korean playmaker
Seo under pressure with hard
pushes, depriving him of time
to create openings while going
on the attack themselves.

“If we have to beat them we
have to be steady. By far they
have the strongest defence on
the circuit. Normal rallies we
are OK, but when rallies get
longer they are quite strong in
defence. So we need to be calm
and steady,” Chirag said.

Satwik drew cross lifts with
his smashes for Chirag to kill.
After splitting the Koreans
again, Seo was shaken enough
tosend araresmash long. With
Satwik's attack near-unretriev-
ableand theIndiansassured at
the net, Seo erred on a serve.
The Koreans blinking was the
tactical win.

Panghal sidesteps Phogat show
tobook her Asian Games ticket

Beats Meenakshi in the final of the
53 kg to avenge her loss to the same
wrestler in the Asian C’ship trials

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 30

ON A day when the presence of
ace wrestler Vinesh Phogat
hogged the limelight, two-time
World Championships bronze
medallist Antim Panghal re-
claimed her standing in the 53
kg category after defeating
Meenakshi Goyat in the Asian
Games trials final at the IG In-
door Stadium.

Antim, who represented
India in the 53 kg category at
the 2024 Paris Olympics, suf-
fered a shocking loss against
Meenakshi Goyat in the Asian
Championshipstrial earlier this
year. In the absence of Vinesh,
Antim had owned the 53 kg cat-
egory for the past two years be-
fore losing to Meenakshi.

The loss against Meenakshi
in the Asian Championships
trial had hit Antim like a road-
block. “Tlost to Meenakshi di
last time in the trials. Before
thatIrarelylostinthetrialsand
was going to international
tours. WhenIlost the last time,
it hit me a little hard,” said
Antim. “I realised the impor-
tance of winning and worked
extra hard this time.”

On Saturday, Antim came
up with a new strategy to
counter Meenakshi’s game.
During the six-minute bout,
contrary to her playing style,
Antim defended stoutly and
foiled any attacking moves
made by Meenakshi. “Ilost to
her last time while trying to at-
tack but this time my plan was
simple, not to give her my legs.
Once I got that right, she tried
otherattacks but couldn’t get it
done,” explained Antim.

Lasttime, Antim tried to at-
tack Meenakshi’s legs but paid
the price and Meenakshi had
countered her in the last mo-
ment to pin her. “The idea was

to sit patiently and let her at-

Duringthe six-
minutebout,
contraryto her
playingstyle, Antim
defended stoutly
andfoiled any
attacking moves
made by Meenakshi.

tack. When the opponent does-
n’t get many chances, they
panic and the same happened
today,” Antim’s coach Siyanand
Dahiya said.

While Antim successfully
executed her strategy, the bout
was ultra defensive with the
scoreline reading 3-2. Antim
didn’t put forward any attacks
and the three points she got
were all technical points which
resulted in Meenakshi protest-
ing at the end of the bout. Mee-
nakshi alleged that none of the
decisions went in her favour.
However, Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI), after a review,
said the bout was won fairly by
Antim.

Business as usual

Before the trials started, the
atmosphere inside the KD Jad-
hav Indoor hall was already
heated. However, Antim didn’t
let the drama happening
around affect her and con-
tinued her usual business.

She started her trials in
dominant fashion taking down
Tannu in 34 seconds. As the
bout started, Antim grabbed
onto her ankles and turned her
over five times to take the win
on technical superiority. After
that, she pinned Himanshi
with just as much ease to enter
the semifinals.

Inthe Last-4 encounter, she
faced Commonwealth Games
medallist Pooja Gehlot who put
up some resistance. For the
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Antim Panghal after winning the 53-kg final against Meenakshi Goyat during Asiad trials. GAJENDRA YADAV

Have the confidenceI can
beat younger girls: Vinesh

larger part of the bout, both
wrestlers were locked at 1-1,
however, Pooja’s attempt to at-
tack Antim in the last moments
resulted in the 2025 Worlds
bronze medallist reversingitto
take her down and make it 5-1.

“My bouts were good and it
was a competitive category. I
think I executed my plans well
and my final went really well,”
said Antim, who will be one of
India’s biggest medal hopes at
the upcoming Asian Games.

When asked about if the
whole saga of Vinesh returning
to the mat affected her per-
formance, Antim said, “Itisjust
another bout and when we are
in a competition, we have to
fight anyway.”

With the Asian Games three
months away, Antim has just
played one international tour-
nament this year. But with her
regular presence at the interna-
tional level, it is expected that
she can provide some resis-
tance against the wrestlers from
Japan, China and North Korea
at the continental showpiece.

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, May 30

VINESH Phogat’s comeback to
the wrestling mat ended in
heartbreak as Asian Cham-
pionshipssilver medallist Mee-
nakshi Goyat defeated her in
the semi-final of the Asian
Gamestrialson Saturday at the
Indira GandhiIndoor Stadium,
New Delhi.

“In India, any athlete wins
medals not with the system but
despite the system,” Vinesh
said to the media after her loss,
signalling her ongoing stand-
off with the Wrestling Feder-
ation of India.

“I don’t mind losing but
when the whole system is
against you and still you fight,
itisa win. I am grateful that I
was able to return to the mat
after almost two years,” she

added further.

However, she didn’t bow
out without a declaration of
making a comeback. “T will
come back soon. I have not
failed. I was fighting a whole
system, I was on one side and
everyone else on the other,”
said Vinesh.

“WEFI was actively trying to
sabotage my return to the mat
but it is sad that the govern-
ment, SAI or IOA is not taking
astand,” Vinesh added.

It was an emotional return
for Vinesh who put her foot on
amat competitively for the first
time after her Paris Olympics
heartbreak. Vinesh said that
these trials have motivated her.
“I can see my body is moving
well. Thave the confidence that
Icanbeat these younggirlsand
do much better in the up-
coming events.”

Arsenal's Gabriel Magalhaes reacts after missing his kick during the
penalty shoot out at the Champions League final. ap

PSG outlast Gunners
in penalty shootout

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 30

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN re-
fuses to let go of Europe. In a
final of brutal margins and col-
lapsing legs, the defending
champions outlasted Arsenal
4-3 on penalties to retain the
Champions League and con-
firmed their place at the sum-
mit of the game.

Twicewinnersinarow, PSG
held their nerve as Arsenal’s
unbeaten European run finally
cracked under pressure. Ebere-
chi Eze’s miss opened the door,
and Gabriel blazed the decisive
kick high into the Budapest
night, sending itinto the stands
as silence swallowed the Ar-
senal end. As PSG players
sprinted onto the pitch in cel-
ebration, Gabriel dropped to his
knees in tears, surrounded by
heartbreak, while navy blue
shirts swarmed the turf in
scenes of pure triumph.

For much of the evening,
which ended 1-1 after extra
time, Mikel Arteta’s side looked
destined to complete the great-
est achievement in the club’s
history. Kai Havertz’s early
strike gave Arsenal a precious
advantage and appeared to put
them on course for Champions
League glory.

Yet after spending much of
the match defending theirlead,
the Gunners were eventually
punished as Ousmane Dem-
bélé converted a second-half
penalty to drag PSG level and
force extra time.

Thescoreline reflected a fas-
cinatingtactical battle between
two elite sides pursuing Euro-
pean football’s biggest prize. Ar-
senal enjoyed the better start
and struck with clinical effi-
ciency, while PSG gradually es-
tablished territorial control be-
fore finally finding a route back
into the contest.

Arsenal settled quickly de-
spite the magnitude of the oc-
casion and carried a threat
whenever they broke forward.
Their reward arrived early
when Leandro Trossard, press-
ingthe PSG midfield forced an
error and ricocheted off the
Trossars into space on the left
flank.. Havertz reacted first,
drove forward and beat the PSG
keeper with a thunderous
strike.

Having already produced
decisive moments on the big-
gest stages in his career, Ha-
vertz once again demonstrated
his ability to deliver under im-
mense pressure.

Yet the goal also altered the
shape of the contest. Rather
than building on their advan-
tage, Arsenal gradually re-
treated into a deeper defensive
block. Whether by design or
through PSG's growing domi-
nance in possession, Arteta's
team became increasingly fo-
cused on protecting their lead
rather than extending it.

PSG sensed it immediately.
Luis Enrique's side began to
monopolise possession, mov-
ing the ball patiently across

midfield and forcing Arsenal
further towards their own pen-
alty area. Vitinha and Joao
Neves dictated the rhythm,
while Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
and Dembélé searched for
openings against Arsenal's dis-
ciplined back line.

For long stretches, Arsenal
defended magnificently. Saliba
wasoutstandingin one-on-one
situations, Gabriel won a suc-
cession of aerial duels, and Rice
repeatedly disrupted PSG at-
tacks before they could develop
into clear chances. David Raya
also produced a calm and as-
sured display behind them,
commanding his area confi-
dently and helping Arsenal
withstand wave after wave of
pressure.

However, the longer the
match continued, the more dif-
ficult Arsenal found ittoescape
their own half. Martin Ode-
gaard spent much of the second
half contributing defensively
rather than creating chances,
while Bukayo Saka and Tros-
sard were often forced into
deep positions to support the
full-backs. PSG's pressure
eventually produced the break-
through they had been
threatening.

Midway through the second
half, Kvaratskhelia drove into
the penalty area and was
brought down as Arsenal
scrambled to contain another
dangerous attack.

The referee pointed im-
mediately to the spot, handing
PSG the opportunity they had
worked tirelessly to create.

Dembele stepped forward
and showed remarkable
composure. With the stadium
holding its breath, the French
international drove his penalty
beyond Rayaand intothenetto
level the score at1-1.

Thegoal transformed the at-
mosphere inside the Puskas
Aréna. The PSG supporters
erupted, while Arsenal
suddenly faced a challenge
they had notencountered since
taking the lead.

Having spent much of the
match protecting an advan-
tage, they now had to redis-
cover attacking ambition
against a side whose confi-
dence had surged.

Arteta reacted quickly. Jur-
rien Timber was introduced to
strengthen Arsenal's defensive
options, replacing Cristhian
Mosquera after a difficult spell
against PSG's movement. Vik-
tor Gyokeres was alsosentonin
place of Odegaard, a change
that reflected Arsenal's desire
toregain an attacking outlet
and stretch PSG's defence.

The substitutions brought
renewed energy. Gyokeres im-
mediately offered a physical
presence that Arsenal had
lacked during the latter stages
of the second half, while Tim-
beradded composure and fresh
legs as PSG continued to push
forward.

But neither side could find
the decisive breakthrough,
forcing extra time.

o NORWAY CHESS

Armageddon exhausts the players and thrills the crowd... that’s exactly the point

AmitKamath
Oslo, May 30

AFTER DIVYA Deshmukh pre-
vailed in a nerve-wracking Ar-
mageddon game against com-
patriot Koneru Humpy, she
turned up for media interac-
tions with tiny droplets of tears
in her eyes. Not emotion. Not
happiness. “I'm just ex-
hausted,” she said.

In her first appearance at
Norway Chess, one of the
strongest invitational tourna-
ments she has been part of,
Deshmukh had gone through
the Armageddon four times in
four days — prevailing three

times before her luckran outin
the fourth. The tears were not
dramatic. They were simply
what four consecutive days of
maximum pressure looked like
on ahuman face.

The Armageddon has been
Norway Chess' defining inno-
vation since 2019. When a clas-
sical game ends in a draw,
players have a few minutes to
compose themselves and draw
up battle plans before returning
for a sudden-death tiebreaker.
White gets 10 minutes on the
clock.

Black gets seven. But black
only needsadraw towin the Ar-
mageddon. White must win

Divya has won three of four Armageddon’s. MICHAL WALUSZA/FIDE

outright. It has all the harakiri
of a penalty shootout in foot-
ball, or a bowl-out in a T20
World Cup — except the asym-
metry makes it something
more interesting than pure
nerves. Norway Chess' own
stats show white maintains
only aslight edge: 52 percent.
In the first four rounds of
Norway Chess 2026,19 of the 24
games have been decided by
the Armageddon. The classical
games are almost a prelude.
Each player has found a fa-
vourite corner of the Deichman
Bjorvika — the spacious five-
storey public library in Oslo
where the tournamentis taking

place — to retreat to when the
draw is signed and the tiebreak
looms. Gukesh and his coach
Grzegorz Gajewski disappear to
acosy corner on the third floor,
on the other side of the playing
arena. Deshmukh takes the
leather chairs that overlook the
glistening waters of the Oslof-
jord, discussing tactics with her
coach over the phone. The li-
brary, built for quiet contempla-
tion, has become a war room.
Indian players have devel-
oped areputation in the format.
Atlastyear'sedition, Arjun Eri-
gaisi won four of his five Ar-
mageddon games. Before this
season — where Gukesh has

lost two of his three — the world
champion had won six of eight
across two appearances, a re-
markable record given that
faster time controls are not con-
sidered his strength.

Magnus Carlsen, who has
his own exceptional record in
the format, was asked about it.
“As a Norwegian speaking in
thebirthplace of this format, it's
pretty exhausting for the
players to play that every day.
It's just a maximum of 17 min-
utes, butit's pretty tough onthe
nervous system. It's more in-
tense than the classical games
forsure.”

He noted that Norway

Chess' own time controls — 120
minutes with a 10-second in-
crement from move 41 — were
already designed to create wild
time scrambles at the end.
Then he added: "But I also
think that it's excellent enter-
tainment and we are an enter-
tainment product after all."

Deshmukh, sitting by the
Oslofjord with tears of exhaus-
tion still drying, would pro-
bably agree with the first part.
The crowds watching her sur-
vive three of four would agree
with the second.

(THE WRITER IS IN OSLO AT THE
INVITATION OF NORWAY CHESS)
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‘For me, the past is very vivid’

Ruskin Bond on turning 92, his new book and why he can’t stop writing
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Shape of Momo's
Tribeny Raionthe
politics of lite

Cricketer Vaibhav
Sooryavanshiat15 has
proved that it takes
morethan avillage to
raise a champion.

With hand-eye
balance and powerful
bat-swing, his game
has afearful symmetry
that has cricket s greats
applauding the ‘new
six machine’

SandipG

CENTURY-OLD temple
comes first, then the house,
then the cricketing shrine.
A sharp deviation past the
signage that marks the
entry into Tajpur block in
Samastipur district, Bihar, breaks into a
narrow rugged path, its tarred flesh reced-
ingatthe edges, stops at the temple. During
the annual festival, thousands flock to the
Shivatemple inside the canopied plot. The
house on the edge of the temple is modest
and unfenced; the first floor gleams in
bright pink, matching the shirt colour of
the locality’s most famous resident, Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi, who is shattering rec-
ords like breaking chalks in a classroom.

Huggingthe house, separated by trans-
lucent metallic sheets, isarectangular cage
that resembles a freight container. It’s the
cricketing shrine, where Vaibhav spent
hours honing his strokes. A set of plastic
stumps are intact. One end is a concrete
surface, without a crack. The other end is
turf, the black soil layer whipping up dust
and debris when a breeze sweeps by. Dur-
ing the pandemic, his father Sanjeev and
relatives laboured for nearly amonth toset
up the initial structure, so that his practice
would not lag.

Even when Vaibhav is not around, his
relatives and boys in the neighbourhood
tend to the pitches, as though it is a holy
spot. “It’s an emotional place for Vaibhav.
Even after he has become a star, he prac-
tises here when he is around,” says uncle
Pintu Singh. “With him, the atmosphere
becomes vibrant. The chats, banter, the
stories, they would go on,” he adds. The
boys in the neighbourhood would pass by,
hoping to catch a glimpse of him. Some of
them have bowled to him, some idolise
him. One of them, Munna, is a helper in a
nearby photocopy shop. “I am 25, used to
play club cricket and consider myselfa de-
centoff-spinner.Iclearly remember getting
him out bowled, because it was the only
time I had bowled him!”

The sweet sound of leather on wood is
the siren that blares the news of Vaibhav’s
arrival. “Ours is a quiet village, so you hear
every sound in the vicinity. Harvest time,
it’s the sound of tractors. So when Vaibhav
is around, you hear the sound of him hit-
tingtheball,” says Shrikant Jha, alocal resi-
dent and a freelance journalist. “At first, it
seemed strange like someone pelting
stones at your wall, because most of us have
not even seen a real cricket ball in our life.
Only on television,” he adds. “Even cable
television, internet and mobile connectiv-
ity arerecentarrivals. It'sonly in the last 15-
20 years that we started getting a stable
electricity connection. We were not quite
backward but were stuck in the past. Now,
we have the future of cricket,” he says.

Now, between the temple and the
cricketing shrine, the locals have a little
deity. “Only that we watch him on TV than
in real life,” says Shrikant.

HE BOSS Baby. Mr Universe. These
are epithets bestowed upon Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi after he broke the rec-
ord six haul of Chris Gayle, the Universe
Boss in the Indian Premier League (IPL).
The Jamaican smacked 59 maximums in
2012; Vaibhav’s six-metre had nudged 65
(until the second qualifier). Gayle, his IPL
days long gone, feted him: “What a phe-
nomenal player Vaibhav is. Great entertain-
mentyoung man! New Six machine,” Gayle
wrote on X.

Hehitslikea machine, a programmable
six-hitting machine rather. The frequency
is bewildering. He has struck one every
fourth ball; Gayle, the most voracious six-
hitter of all time, swiped one every ninth
ball. Vaibhav’s sixes come in all sorts,
through drives, cuts, pulls, slogs, and
ramps. He hasn’t spared the deadliest and
the most decorated fast bowlers. This sea-
son, he has pillaged Jasprit Bumrah, Pat
Cummins, Kagiso Rabada and Josh Hazle-
wood, the four great all-format bowlers of
the era. His IPL career is just 33 games old
but he hasthe highest strike in the world in
the shortest format (221.6).

The greats of the game have not stopped

showering superlatives. Kevin Pietersen,
who signed a jersey from him, raved on X:
“Sooryavanshi is an absolute joke! My good-
ness.” He invited him to his show Switch,
where the 15-year-old outlined his big
dream: “I want to score a double hundred
in T20s. If I bat all 20 overs, I can.” He ut-
tered those words with a Buddha-like de-
tachment. He hasa poise that belies his age.

Sachin Tendulkarwas quick to point out
the finesse of his technique. “Vaibhav’s bat
swing has been outstanding. What’s even
more remarkable is how beautifully he
clears his front foot to create room for balls
aimed at his legs. This freedom allows him
toplay the way he does,” he posted on X after
his 97 against Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH).

One of Vaibhav’s coaches who had
worked with him at Royals, Zubin Bharu-
cha, says that his hands and technique re-
mind him of Brian Lara, the 15-year-old’s
idol, and the head of Tendulkar. “The boy
is very aware of his game. Such a sharp
head,” Bharucha observes. He hasthe same
relationship with time and space like most
great batsmen; akind of fly-vision, the abil-
ity to strip it all in slow motion. The funda-
mentals are strong to suggest that his
bubble will not burst. Eyes, balance, hand,
power, bat-swing, dreamy contact — his
game has a fearful symmetry.

Hisbatting is not yet a finished product
— a frightening thought for the bowlers’
union. Imperfections would be ironed out;
the repertoire enhanced. His Royals coach
Kumar Sangakkara hasjust one piece of ad-
vice: “Just enjoy the game.” He certainly is,
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and he is making watching the game enjoy-
abletoo. But the world around him is careful
tonotoverburden him with hype and atten-
tion. The dizzying success has those around
him worried if the pressure and hype would
crush him. His parents are prohibited from
talking to the media during the IPL or any
other tournament; the beeline of adver-
tisers queuing up for him has been politely
turned away. This is an age where most
teenagers of his age would be busy prepar-
ing for board exams. Outside the arena, he
islike a careworn teenager, polishing office
creams, experimenting with different cui-
sines, bantering with his teammates and
switching off from the sport.

Heavy is the head that wears the crown.
But Vaibhav is willing to wear it. In the few
interactions he had with the media, often
during the post-match presentation cer-
emony, he hasshown alevel of maturity that
some sportsmen take ages to develop. He is
neither nervous nor over-excited with a
microphone in hand. The words are firm
and clear. His method, he said at the pres-
entation ceremony, are uncomplicated. “T
just think about who the bowlers are on the
opposition team, how I can face them on this
wicket, how big the boundaries are, just
these kinds of things. Ijust try tostay positive
with my intent. When Ido that, the bowlers
stay under pressure. SoItry tocontinue that
and dominate the game,” he said. The pre-
game visualisation reminded South Africa
great AB de Villiers of Matthew Hayden.

It'suntruethat heistoo youngto feel the
pressure. It’s just that he is utterly fearless.

His teammate Dhruv Jurel threw light on
his method. “The best thing about Vaibhav
isthathe doesn’t plan anything,” Jurel says.
“Because he practises a lot and he always
backs himself. That’s what he does every
time he goes out and plays. He backs him-
self. He doesn’t even have a shadow of
doubt that Tam not abletodoit’.”

viewed through the social and cul-

tural milieu of his village and region.
The Sooryavanshis are landed and have
been running a fairly successful jewellery
business, not extremely prosperous but
enough to meet ends. The surroundings,
though, were different. The town had just
a cluster of basic shops, the kirana and
dawaistalls. Mobile recharging and repair-
ing shops have sprung up. “Most rely on
agriculture butin the ’90s, we had extreme
weather conditions and people started to
migrate,” says Shrikant.

A sporting career was unimaginable in
Samastipur before Vaibhav burst on the
scene. “Cricket was no more than adistrac-
tion or a pastime, which the men from
cities played,” says Shrikant. But in Mum-
bai, where Sanjeevlanded with Bollywood
dreams at the age of 19, the city’s devotion
for the game left a lasting impression on
him. He did odd jobs like working as a
bouncer at a nightclub in Colaba, as a jani-
tor in the city’s port. In spare time, he
rushed to the Oval Maidan. “There, young
kids playing cricket would be wearing pads
and helmets. A few of them were so good
that one could watch them for hours. I de-
cided then that be it a son or a daughter, I
will make my children cricketers,” Sanjeev
had told The Indian Express in the past.

When Sanjeev ventured into realising his
dreams, he stumbled onto practical diffi-
culties. Samastipur, the district head-
quarters, had humble facilities. He took him
to the most reputed coach in the town, Bra-
jesh Jha, aformer district and club cricketer,
teachingkids informally. Brajesh was reluc-
tant, because Vaibhav was barely eight and
looked even younger. “But what I saw sur-
prised me. Vaibhav had natural movements,
was flexible even though he was chubby and
learned everything fast,” the coach says. Like
ablotting paper, he would stress.

The academy, in Patel Field near the Sa-
mastipurbusstand, was roughly 15 km away.
Travel would consume anywhere from 30-
90 minutes depending on weather and the
state of the road. In monsoon, the drains
overflowed; in peak hours, trafficjams were
frequent; heavy showers would damage
roads, months would pass before they were
repaired. “Sometimes, we had towait tillthe
government changed,” says Ram Chaud-
hary, careening his rickety electric rickshaw
past a pothole in the middle of the road. He
rattles out a local proverb: “The roads look
straight but the routes are crooked.” It fits
smugly with Vaibhav’s narrative too.

Shortly, Sanjeev realised that his son
should be raised in a more competitive en-
vironment, lest he be wasted in Tajpur’s ob-
scurity. So every weekend, he took him to
the GenNext Academy in Patna. The 90-
km ride, often in ramshackle buses,
changed his destiny. Patna was more com-
petitive and aggressive; there was no con-
sideration for his age and the infrastructure
was better. His coach Manish Ojha, a
former Ranji player, threw him to boys
twice his age. He didn’t flinch. He noticed
the same trait as Brajesh did. The ability to
absorb details fast. “You just teach him
something, and the next moment you see
the change in his game. I don’t remember
teaching him something more than once:
he would pick it up and not only practise
but perfect it in matches. He always had
this ability to play according to the de-
mands of the ball or the situation and come
up with a perfect response,” says Manish.

With stunned eyes, Manish saw him
blossom and shatter bowlers and records
without fuss. “He is easily 3-4 years ahead
ofhis age. Notjust in his battingbut alsoin
his mind. He is disciplined, does not get
carried away and works really hard in the
nets,” says Manish. Brajesh remembers the
difficulty in dragging him out of the nets.
“We had just one pitch and he batted for
hours. No one would get him out and the
others wouldn’t get to bat,” he says.

In the Sooryavanshi household, the
nights were short and the days long. “What-
ever I am today, wherever I stand, it’s be-
cause of them. My mother would sleep at
11at night and wake up at 2 in the morning
so that she could cook for me. My father
quit his job, woke up early in the morning,.
My elder brother took over my father’s re-
sponsibilities. It was tough at home but my
fatherinsisted, “You'll make it’,” Vaibhav re-
called in a podcast.

Theword spread in Patna’s cricket circles
about the boy who is humbling men twice
hisage. The turning point came when some-
one informed former Jharkhand cricketer
and Rajasthan Royals’ scout Samar Qadri
about him. He decided to have a look,
watched him closely, bowled at him and, at
theend of day, excitedly informed the team
management about the boy who could be
king. He was 13 when Royals snaffled him.
He made hisdebutat14 and at 15, the world
is gazing at him with wonder.

Some make age look like justa number;
some make it look like a wonder. Tajpur
now hasaholy trinity of temple, cricketing
shrine and a deity.
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Destiny: It’s
a Choice

Featuring essays by retired civil servants
who served in the state, The Kerala Club
combines administrative experience with
literary flair to chart Kerala’s achievements
in terms of human well-being

AJPhilip

THEREIS something uniquely Malayali about retired civil
servants forming a WhatsApp group and eventually
producing an anthology on Kerala’s past, present and
future. It combines nostalgia with intellectual restlessness,
administrative experience with literary flair, and above all
an abiding concern for the destiny of the State they served.
The Kerala Club: Keepers of the Flame, edited by KM Chan-
drasekhar and TP Sreenivasan, is the impressive outcome of
that collective enterprise.

Published by Bloomsbury, the volume brings together 29
essays that examine the Kerala model critically and suggest
ways to preserve and strengthen what has made the State
exceptional. Keralaitselfis a fascinating paradox. The very
word Kerala is believed to derive from Kera, or coconut,
though the coconut was not even endemic to the region.
Formed by the merger of Travancore, Kochi and Malabar,
Keralaislessa monolith than a mosaic of religions,
customs, cuisines and cultural practices held together by
the Malayalam language, now recognised as a Shrestha
Bhashaby the Centre.

Once amongthe poorest regions in India, Kerala has be-
come a State virtually free of extreme poverty. Economists
and sociologists frequently celebrate the “Kerala Model”
but this book refuses to indulge in self-congratulation. Be-
neath the gleaming malls and lavish houseslining Kerala’s
highways, the writers detect structural weaknesses that
cannot be ignored indefinitely. S Subbiah points out one
such weakness: the absence of any reliable mechanism to
verify if government programmes actually reach the last
beneficiary. Equally revealing is Sreenivasan’s account of
his difficult post-retirement experience in Kerala’s higher
education sector. His reformist suggestions were fiercely

resisted and he himself was
Y manhandled. Financial imprudence

-, L isanother recurring concerninthe
= writings of T Nandakumar and N Ra-
sl
- machandran.
I hﬂ' -y

Several essays stand out for their
practical wisdom. KB Valsala Kumari
sees the success of the Kudumbashree
T programme as proof that genuine

i gender equity is possible only when
women are entrusted with leadership.

THEKERALA DrKEllangovan makes a persuasive
CLUB: KEEPERS case forempowering nurses to handle
OF THEFLAME minor procedures and emergencies,
K.M. especially in rural areas where doctors
CHANDRASEKHAR arescarce. Environmental anxieties
ANDTP. too run through the book. Bransdon
SREENIVASAN Corrie’s essay on forests isamong the
Bloomsbury mostevocative. Beginning with the
320 pages observation that “forests have neither
3799 voice norvotes”, he appeals that hu-

mans must speak for them because
only through people can forests be heard. Former IAS
officer and Union Minister KJ Alphons sounds an alarm
over the Mullaperiyar dam, calling it a “ticking bomb”. His
proposal that Kerala offer free water and electricity to Tamil
Nadu in exchange for constructing a new downstream dam
reflects the seriousness of the issue.

Throughout the volume, the intellectual shadow of
Amartya Sen looms large. His “capability approach” tode-
velopment finds repeated mention because Kerala’s achiev-
ements are ultimately measured less in terms of wealth and
more in terms of human well-being. Joy Vazhayil hopes Ke-
ralacan restrain the growing influence of pressure groups
with narrow agenda and evolve into an egalitarian society
marked by a high happiness index. Urbanisation, entrepre-
neurship and decentralisation are examined with similar
candour. PJoy Oommen sees opportunity in Keralabecom-
ing one continuous urban corridor from the north-end to
the south-end. T Balakrishnan worries about mounting
debt but finds hope in a younger generation willing to em-
brace entrepreneurship.

The personal narratives lend the anthology warmth and
readability. Vinod Rai recounts how, though originally al-
lotted Nagaland, he eventuallyjoined the Kerala cadre.
Rajan Medhekar offers perhaps the volume’s most delight-
ful anecdote: ascience student topping Ancient Indian His-
tory inthe civil services examination after devouring Amar
Chitra Katha comics.

Though written largely by former bureaucrats, the
essays rarely lapse into officialese. They write with humour,
erudition and emotional investment in the State’s future,
makingit both a seriousreflection on the Kerala model and
acollection of memories.

Amitabh Kant

USHAR MEHTA'S new books,

The Bench, the Bar and the Bi-

zarre: The Unfamiliar, the Curi-

ous and the Extraordinary in

Law and The Lawful and the
Awful: Quirky Tales from the World of Law,
are unusual and welcome additions to con-
temporary legal writing. They arrive when
most conversations around the justice sys-
tem are centred on reform, pendency, digit-
isation, access and institutional capacity.
These are necessary conversations but the
books remind usthat thelawis not only asys-
tem of rules, procedures and precedents. It
is also a human institution, shaped by tem-
perament, humour, language, habit and ex-
perience. And occasionally, it is willing to
loosen its collar a little.

This candid, self-aware view of the law
hasalonglineage. FaliSam Nariman, one of
the great stylists of the Indian Bar, famously
remarked that “lawyers in India never retire;
they simply drop dead,” aline that captures
both the staminaand the self-deprecation of
the profession. His witticisms it alongside a
wider tradition of legal humour and satire,
ranging from court-
roomanecdotestoRK
Laxman’s cartoons
that gently sent up
bureaucrats, politi-
cians and, at times,

thelegal systemitself,

show thatinstitutions

can be both dignified

and capable of laugh-

ing at their own ex-

cesses. Mehta'sbooks ~ THEBENCH, THE

belong squarely in BAR AND THE

that tradition of look- 'ﬂﬁéﬁﬁi :.-QHRE

ing at the Bench and ’

the Barwith affection, THE Cll-\Jll\}II)O'PHSE’

gfﬁﬁ;giﬁsﬁaﬁ’r EXTRAORDINARY
The courtroom is INLAW

usuallyimagined asa TUSHAR MEHTA

place of solemnity. It Rupa

hasitsown rituals, hi- 328 pages

erarchy, vocabulary %995

and traditions. The

robes, arguments, citations and judgments
reinforce the sense that the law isserious, or-
dered and exacting. But anyone who has
spent time in and around courts knows that
thelegal world isalso full of surprise, wit, ec-
centricity and contradiction. Even grave pro-
ceedings can produce moments thatare odd,
revealing or unexpectedly amusing,

These books capture that world with af-
fection and restraint. They do not make light
of the law. Rather, they make the law more
accessible. They show that the dignity of the
legal system is not weakened by acknowl-
edgingits quirks. Ifanything, institutions be-
come more credible when they can look at
themselves honestly, and with some hu-
mour. The law deals with human behaviour
in all its complexity. It is natural that the
world of law should also contain wit, vanity,
brilliance, confusion, vulnerability and oc-
casional absurdity.

The Bench, the Bar andthe Bizarrecovers
awide canvas, including judges beyond
borders, judicial eccentricities, courtroom

HUMANE FACEOF
THELAW

Solicitor General of India Tushar Mehta’s books show the
legal world in full colour: serious but not humourless,
disciplined but not mechanical, majestic but not infallible

wit, freedom of expression by judges, judicial
jargon and the craft of opening a judgment.
The Lawful and the Awful extends the range
further, with reflections on bullying from the
Bench, mobile phones and social media in
thejudiciary, dissentingjudgments, demons
and ghosts in court, artificial intelligence,
fake citations, courtroom decorum and the
frailties that sometimes enter even the most
formal spaces of justice.

This is important because legal systems

ORDER, ORDER
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WISDOM AMENAGERIE of Panchatantra animals
DEBASHIS — a talkative turtle, greedy crocodile,
CHATTERJEE loyal mongoose and jealous fox — paired
Penguin with asprinkling of parables and excerpts
268 pages from scriptures have, for generations, in-
3499 troduced children to the treacherous

world. But where are the pithy stories for
those navigating office politics, leader-
ship quagmires and the general conun-
drum of being an adult?

Debashis Chatterjee’s One-Minute

Wisdom — an eclectic collection of slice-
of-life micro-essays that offer “core in-
sightsand transformative coaching tech-
niques” — is the answer, tailored for the
harried professional, who neither hasthe
time to read nor philosophise the long
queues, a half-finished statue propped up
with arod, the transit lounge at the airport
or even wabi-sabi.

Chatterjee, who was the longest-serv-
ing director of Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Kozhikode, and has spent
three decades in leadership, education
and personal development, certainly has
the credentials to guide young profes-
sionals through his musings, both seren-
dipitous and experiential.

The book contains 158 vignettes
parsed into three categories: life, learn-
ingand leadership. Much like the ‘talka-
tive tortoise’ of the Panchtantra, his first
piece of advice to reach one’s peak po-

arenotbuiltonly by statutesand judgments.
They are also built by conventions, tempera-
ment, conduct and memory. The best insti-
tutions combine authority with humility,
discipline with openness, and seriousness
with a capacity for self-reflection. These
booksshowthe Bench and the Bar notasdis-
tant abstractions but as communities of
peopleengaged in interpreting law, resolving
conflict and maintaining public trust.
Thetimingofthese booksisalsorelevant.

tential is to “keep quiet,” not just one’s
mouth trap, which he also recommends,
but the mind, as “a restless mind be-
comes a liability.”

In one of the micro-essays, he com-
pares competitive life to kickboxing
but advises taking up collaborative
dancing instead; in another, he calls al-
truism the antidote to the algorithm; in
the next, he compares an entrepreneur
to amonk; and in still another, he com-
pares information flow to the top of an
iceberg. Each snippet is rich in imagery
and metaphor.

There are some aphorisms one can
pocket too, such as ‘there are two kinds of
bosses in this world: windows and walls’;
‘life is at best one per cent competition
and 99 per cent cooperation’ and, my fa-
vourite, ‘there is one Buddhaand billions
of buddhus.

At one point, he observes that the

India’sjustice systemisatanimportantstage
in its evolution. As the economy grows, for-
malises and digitises, more citizens and busi-
nesses will enter formal legal and economic
systems. There will be more contracts, trans-
actions, enterprises, platforms and, inevi-
tably, more disputes. That is part of the life
ofagrowingsociety. Butitalso placesgreater
pressure on the legal system to be faster,
more predictable, more accessible and more
citizen-focused.

This is where conversations around
mediation, online dispute resolution,
e-courts, technology-enabled case manage-
ment and improved court administration
become significant. India cannot realise its
fulleconomic and social potential unlessdis-
pute resolution becomes more efficient and
affordable. Delay in justice affects not only
individual litigants but also enterprise, in-
vestment, innovation and public trust.

Buttechnology is not asubstitute forjus-
tice.Itisonly anenabler. It can reduce delay,
lower costs, improve access and bringgreater
transparency. But it cannot replace fairness,
reason, restraint, integrity and compassion.
Thesebooks, inalighterand more anecdotal
way, reinforce that law cannot be reduced to
process alone. It isul-
timately about judg-
ment, trust and insti-

s it Bl
ai s Ph Tl

- tutional character.
As Al enters legal
research, drafting,
education and even
adjudicatory support,
itwill bring opportun-
ity and risk. Legal re-
search must remain
THE LAWFUL reliable. Citations
ANDTHEAWFUL:  yonest and argu-
QUIRKY TALES ments disciplined.
FROMTHE For lawyers, these
WORLD OF LAW books will bring rec-
TUSHAR MEHTA ognition and amuse-
Rupa ment. For students,
336 pages theywill make the law
2995 feel less intimidating.
For general readers,

they openaworld that often appears distant
and inaccessible. For those interested in re-
form, they offer a useful reminder that sys-
tems are improved not only through rules,
infrastructure and technology but also
through a better understanding of culture,
incentives, habits and human behaviour.

It is perhaps fitting that at the book
launch at Bharat Mandapam, the addresses
by Home Minister Amit Shah, Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and Attorney General R
Venkataramani were extremely candid,
funny and showed incredible wit, echoing
the spirit of the books themselves.

India’s legal system must become faster,
more modern, more transparent and more
accessible. Butit mustalso remain humane.
These books show the legal world in full col-
our:serious but not humourless, disciplined
but not mechanical, majestic but not infal-
lible. Their quiet achievement is that they
bring the Bench and the Bar closer to the
people they ultimately serve.

Kant is Chancellor, NIIT University; Chairman,
Fairfax Centre for Free Enterprise; former G20
Sherpa, India, and former CEO, NITI Aayog

average lifespan of a CEO in the corpor-
ate jungle is 18 months, which is less
than the warranty card on the office
computer. He also weighs in on the
pressing questions of our times: Can one
have friends at work? Do barking bosses
bite? Am I or AI? and, last but not least,
Karma for professionals.

Much like the fables of yore, chimpan-
zees, horses, elephants, honey bees and
cobras make an appearance, imparting
wisdom of the ages, as do the lessons
taught by blackberries and watermelons.

Feminine leadership and MeToo also
get a mention. My grouse is that while
Chatterjee asks us to beware of the Queen
Bee Syndrome, he does not dedicate a
snippet towhat he, in passing, referstoas
the ‘King Cobras, which feels unfair. After
all, the creatures are venomous and par-
tial to the corner (office) to boot.

AISHWARYA KHOSLA

Philip is the president of Kerala Club

Ruskin Bond on turning 92, his new book of friendship stories
and why he simply can’t stop writing

Devyani Onial

A BOY with an extra thumb who excels in
spin bowling and a beauty contest of birds
with an owl for ajudge and a tiny redstart
forawinner. These are just two of the half-
a-dozen stories that Ruskin
Bond has conjured up,
propped in his bed in a
spacious roomin aleafyvilla
in Dehradun’s tony Dalan-

CONFINED MAINLY TO
THEHOUSE, BOND
FINDS HIMSELF
RETURNING TO THE

first train came in,” says the author of Our
Trees Still Grow in Dehra (1991), who
turned 92 on May 19.

The surgery may have confined him
mainly to a room, but his mind has been
free to roam around everywhere. “It’s hard
to stop me from writing.
Even though now I can’t see
well enough to write by hand
as I used to, I dictate my
stories to my grand-

wala as he recovers from a daughter,” saysBond, speak- A FRIEND
spinal surgery he underwent PAST FOR MEMORIES ing on the sidelines of The  INDEED
a few months ago. “Lying AND STORYLINES RuskinBond Literature Fes-  Ruskin Bond

here, my imagination works

overtime,” he smiles. “I can’t walk up the
steep stairs of my house in Mussoorie but
Idon’t mind being here. After all, Igrew up
here. My grandfather settled here in the
1900s, he was here from the time that the

tival held in Dehradun, pres-
ented by StoneX Global and The Ruskin
Bond Foundation. One of India’s most pro-
lific writers, his recent book, All-Time Fa-
vourite Friendship Stories (Penguin), a col-
lection of stories, some new, some old,

STONEX GLOBAL

explores the theme of friendship. Friends
have been a constant in many of Bond’s
works — some have been fictional while
others have been real figures. “Somi was
very real,” says Bond, of one of the key
charactersin his first book, the semi-auto-
biographical, The Room on the Roof (1956),
written when he was just 17. “It was in 1951
and I had just finished my schooling and

came to Dehradun, trying to write. Somi
was from a Sikh family who came here as
refugees during the Partition,” says Bond
of the younger brother of Everester Major
HPS Ahluwalia. “He is settled in America
butseven or eight years ago, he came to see
me after nearly 70 years. He had grey hair
and I had grey hair but we were the same,”
helaughs.

While some bonds endured,
others got lost in the passage of
time and history. Omar from the
story, The Playing Fields of
Simla, was one such friend. “He
was actually Azhar. Up to 1947,
one-third of the boys in our
school (Bishop Cotton School)
were Muslims, from Lahore,
from as far as Peshawar. When
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Making friends is no longer so easy
though. “To begin with, I was a shy boy till
Iwas15or16. ThenIstarted making friends
more easily. Now I am going back to my
childhood days, I am finding it difficult to
make friends again. There has to be a meet-
ing ground. There is so much materialism
now. In our time, money didn’t come to
our mind when making friends,”
he says.

Confined mainly to the
house, Bond finds himself going
backoften in time. The past also
resurfaced recently in his book
The Ghosts of Indian Small
Towns: AJourney Through Time
(Aleph, 2026).

“Tknow fewer people to write
about so one writes about the

Partition came, they had tobe  ALL-TIME pastwhich, for me, is very vivid.
evacuated overnight in trucks FAVOURITE I have a very good memory. I
under military escort. We lost FRIENDSHIP used to be a film buff. I can tell
one-third of our school and STORIES you the cast of almost all the
many friends,” he says. Ashe RUSKIN BOND films made in the 1940s and
writes in the story, he heard of  penguin early 50s,” he says.

Omar some 17 or 18 years later 240 pages It’sthe past that he continues
when India and Pakistanwereat 399 to turn to for memories and

war. “...In a bombing raid over

Ambala, not far from Simla, a Pakistani
plane was shot down. Its crew died later in
the crash. One of them, I learnt later, was
Omar...Did he, I wonder, get a glimpse of
the playing fields we knew so well as boys?”
he writes.

storylines. “ButIam not writing
anovel oranythinglong. I may not be able
to finish it because after all, I cannot live
forever. I am just flitting ahead, week by
week, month by month and that’s nice in
away because you don’t have to make too
many plans,” laughs Bond.
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This is the forgotten story of Kachaudi Gali, a century-old
folk song, which documents the anguish of women during
the migration in Purvanchal, when men from the region were
shipped to present-day Myanmar under British rule

From Kachaudi Galito

Coke Studio

SuanshuKhurana

OR THE better part of its exist-

ence, the catalogue of Coke Stu-

dio Bharat has remained closer

tomainstream artistesand indie

music thantoregional folk tradi-
tions. After struggling to find a firm footing
with its previous editions, its latest release,
titled Kachaudi Gali, is amarked shift in ap-
proach with a soundscape rooted in auth-
entic folk. The show has brought a melody
from the bylanes of Varanasi in the delicate
cadence of Bhojpuri.

Sung by playback singer Rekha Bhard-
waj and Utpal Udit, a folk singer from Bihar,
and put together by music producer Ni-
shant Nagar, with the distinct Purabiya lilt
intow, Kachaudi Galihas attempted tores-
urrect atime and story that once wasand a
song that has survived for over a century
through oral legacy. It opens with the line
Sejia pelote kala naag, Kachaudi Gali sooni
kaila balamu (On the bed, a black serpent
creeps slowly, Kachaudi Gali waits silent,
missing your glow), which metaphorically
speaks of a woman’s desire for her beloved
who’s migrated to Mirzapur, amajor indus-
trial and trading hub backin the day, where
many men from Purvanchal (eastern Uttar

Pradesh) went to work.

Varanasi’s Kachaudi Gali, which still
survives, isanarrow lane tucked away inan
area called Lahore Tola near Kashi Vishwa-
nath Temple. The street got its name from
the famed kachaudis fried in large kadhais
and was once a vibrant hub for freedom
fighters, academics and artistes, who would
gather to discuss politics and culture over
chai. Also, unlike the usual innuendo-laden

Alorgotten Bhojpuri
folk ballad revives
histories of love,
migration and longing

Bhojpuri music, the song highlights the
tender and eloquent idiom of Bhojpuri
folk tradition.

Its authorship and popularity

Likely to have been written and
composed in the 19th century, the kajri (a
folk tradition sung in the monsoon)
emerged from the ache of separation of a
woman, possibly a courtesan from Banaras.
The piece is also sometimes called Kajri

Gauhar Jaan. Butit was not written or sung
by the famous Gauhar Jaan of Calcutta, the
first Indian musician to record her voice
commercially on the gramophone. As leg-
end goes, thisis the story of another Gauhar
Jaanwholived in Dalmandiin Banaras. “It
is believed that she used to go out in her
palanquin in Kachaudi Gali and would pass
by aman named Aslam, a patriot, near the
chowk. There was no conversation but she
was enamoured by him and fell deeply in
love. One day, he disappeared. On asking
around, she was told he had gone to Mirza-
purtowork, hence its mention in the song.
Much later, she came to know that the Brit-
ish had deported him to Rangoon,” says
Delhi-based Nirala Bidesia, an expert on
Bhojpuri music and literature. He adds that
the lines Hathwa mein hoti jo hamare ka-
tariya, baha dete gorvan ke khoon (If a
blade had rested within my hand/ I would
have shed the blood of the White man),
come from that sense of wanting to avenge
the injustice of her beloved being taken
away to Rangoon (present day Myanmar).
“Folk is an oral legacy, new lines and con-
texts get added with time,” says Bidesia.
Another story around the song is of it
being a Girmitiya geet (a song about the mi-
gration of the indentured labourers trans-
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INTERRUPTED
Rekha Bhardwaj;
Utpal Udit and
Nishant Nagar in
Kachaudi Gali

ported overseas). Much of the migration
was also to find some work for small wages.
The song has been associated with
this phase.

Shehnai stalwart Ustad Bismillah Khan
used to play this kajri in his concerts and
would often say that he had heard it since
he was a child in Banaras. His adopted
daughter, Soma Ghosh, would perform this
with him in numerous concerts. Folk singer
Malini Awasthi has also sung the kajri and
has mentioned the Gauhar Jaan storyin her
memoir Chandan Kiwad, in which she has
traced the stories behind the songs.

The Purvanchali migration

Folk music has remained one of the pu-
rest forms of storytelling, where melody,
rhythm and lyrics are often used to docu-
ment life. Using poetry and song as a nar-
rative tool, the song moves further with the
lines Aehi Mirzapur se udal jahajiya,
Sayiyaan chal gayin Rangoon ho...(From
Mirzapur, a plane took flight, My beloved
has gone away to Rangoon).

Thisisareference tothe continuous mi-
gration of thousands of men from Purvan-
chal, stretching across eastern Uttar Pra-
desh and parts of Bihar, which began
during the Anglo-Burmese War of the 19th

century. Ordinary citizens were forcefully
sent by the Britishers to Rangoon or Burma
as sepoys. From 1824 to 1937, Burma was
under British rule. Even though the song
uses the phrase ‘udal jahajwa’, these men
were often sent aboard crowded steam-
ships that would depart from what was
once Calcutta. “Earlier, it was chalal ja-
hajwa. With changing times, chalal be-
came udal,” says Bidesia.

Of the 40,000 troops, 15,000 perished
duetomalaria, dysentery and fightingamid
terrain thick with jungles. While the war
ended in 1885, the migration continued
through the early 1900s as a result of British
colonial policies, which administered
Burma as a province of India. The war
brought with it massive economic instabil-
ity and Burma offered prospects for em-
ployment in portcities. These men worked
indocks, rice mills and as manual labourers.
Burma was also a transit point for the British
system for Kaala Paani, the exile and im-
prisonment of Indian prisoners in the Cel-
lular Jail in the Andamans.

“Even today, many people who came
back from Burma, use ‘Burma’ as their sur-
name. This refreshed version of the song
has brought age-old Bhojpuri folk and the
historical context to the fore,” says Bidesia.

‘Politics is also in how
you leadyour life’

Director Tribeny Rai joins Zoya Akhtar, Reema Kagti and Payal Kapadia to talk about her debut feature
Shape of Momo, indiefilmmaking, theatrical culture, the need to nurture writers and politics in cinema

Alaka Sahani

AFTER TRAVELLING to several interna-
tional festivals and winning accolades, Tri-
beny Rai’s Shape of Momo released in the-
atres on May 29. The Nepali-language film,
set in a Sikkim village, is distributed the-
atrically by Rana Daggubati’s Spirit Media.
It is supported by Zoya Akhtar, Reema
Kagti and Payal Kapadia, who have come
on board as executive producers.

The film follows the story of 32-year-old
Bishnu (Gaumaya Gurung) who returns to
her ancestral Himalayan village after quit-
ting her city job, only to face multiple
family pressures and rigid societal expec-
tations. Athome are her grandmother, who
hopes her son will return from Dubai; her
mother, eager to see Bishnu settled and
married; and her pregnant sister Junu, who
has come seeking refuge due to tensions at
her in-laws’ home. Even as Bishnu navi-
gates expectations, she must choose to con-
form or forge her own path.

In a conversation about the film, Zoya,
Reema, Tribeny and Payal, who joined via
Zoom from France, talk about women’s
stories and creating room for independent
voices. Excerpts:

What made Zoya, Reema and Payal

join hands to support the release

Social realities are quite different
for women like us, who want to
make their choices

TRIBENY RAI

Director; Shape Of Momo

of Tribeny’s first feature, Shape
of Momo?

Zoya AKkhtar: I love the story and the
intimacy of it. The movie transported me
to Sikkim, which I have not visited. It pres-
ents a lived-experience that was familiar
and foreign. I liked the kind women the
film shows and the conflicts they are going
through. I like how the gender and class
narrative intersects in the film. So, when
the opportunity came thatIcould nudge it
towards its release, I grabbed it.

ReemaKagti: It isimportant to have all
kinds of films; independent films which
need that kind of support.

Payal Kapadia: When I travel (to festi-
vals), I get to see more independent movies
from India than I do when I am in the
country. Itis a pity when you can watch this
kind of a movie only in niche screenings. I
was excited that the film will be released in
theatres and people will buy a ticket to
watch it.

Tribeny Rai: I am fortunate to have
such voices championing Shape of Momo.

This enables many filmmakers of India, es-
pecially from my region (Northeast) to tell
stories like this.

Your protagonist is a 32-year-old
woman who does not make
conventional choices.

Tribeny: I wanted this kind of repre-
sentation on screen. While watching
movies, Idid not find a protagonist like her.
Since society expects us to behave in a cer-
tain way, we don’t cheer for a female pro-
tagonist unless she is righteous like a
mother who feeds her son before eating
herself. Social realities are quite
different for women like us, who
want to make their choices, I
really wanted to project those ¢
experiences.

We have big-budget
movies like
Dhurandhar
making waves
while Shape of
Momo is now
incinemas.
Should the
endeavour
alsobeto
draw the audience?

Reema: Between Dhurand-
har and Shape of Momo, they
cover the entire spectrum. To me,
that’s how a healthy industry looks

Sabar Bonda?

like. Itisengaging with all kinds of movies.
Iwould like an audience which encourages
both niche and tentpole movies.

Recently, a bunch of filmmakers
has been throwing their weight
behind independent movies such as
Stolen, Humans in the Loop and

Reema: We are all selfish and at theend
of the day, we want to watch these movies

THIS WAY onscreen. That’swhy everyone steps up to
ORTHAT make that happen. To have a thriving in-
(Fromtop) Astill  dustry, we can’t have just one kind of movie
from Shape of release. The Indian audience has an appe-
Momo;executive tite for alot more.

producers of the

film Payal After the statements made at

Kapadia; Reema Berlinale that cinema should stay
Kagti; Zoya away from politics, the Cannes Film
AKhtar; director Festival has made its leaning toward
Tribeny Rai politics evident while selecting its

winners and making certain
statements. What’s your take?

Payal: Cinema can’t be devoid of
politics. You see that in Shape of Momo,
which can be seen as supremely political.
Politics is not always associated with
parties. It’s also about how you lead your
life and the choices you make.

Zoya: You can take any film, including
one that does not have anything overtly
political, yet you will get a sense of their
politics, their views of women or
how they view class conflicts. You can
understand a person’s value system
from their work.
Reema: Noart can existinavacuum.
It’s all political. If you are consciously
omitting any political commentary
inyour art or writing, that itselfis a politi-
cal choice.
Tribeny: In an initial interview, I had
said that in this film, ‘personal becomes
= political’. When you watch the film,
you know my stand in life.

Thedaringofa
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moment’ssurrender

Fromsleeping through Carnatic vocal classes to redefining the indie
Malayalam music scene, Aron Kollassani Selestin aka Aksomaniac
on Amsham that ranked No 4 on Spotify’s Viral 50 Global charts

AnusreeKC

WHEN COVID hit in 2020, many Class XII
students were navigating online learning.
Some were sleeping through their classes,
some were playing online games but Aron
Kollassani Selestin (pictured) was on the
piano. “I would prop my ipad on top of my
piano, login for online classes with the video
off while I played. I didn’t care much about
my academics at that time,”

he says with a laugh and not

an ounce of regret. “Though

time,” says Aron, who by ninth grade had
started writing poetry too. He did enrol for
Computer Science in TKM College of Engin-
eering, Thiruvananthapuram, but dropped
out in the third year to pursue music. Last
year, he moved to Mumbai.

Building Amsham with M.H.R or Mo-
hammed Hussain Rahman (popular hip-
hop and EDM producer from Malappuram,
known for popular tracks such as Malabari

Banger and Munthirichar)
was not always easy. “I didn’t
like the first drop he made, and

evegtuallgli,s I s;udigg and got You have to Ee didn’tlike }tlhe dropImac}lle,”
good marks,” he adds. . . e says. So they sat together
Aron, better known by his PUSh the StOrY  and listened to the song until
Singer-songwriterand pro. [OTWArdINsteps, e o eement Tam
ducer from Thiruvz_ma_ntha— and make someone who love§ disagree-
puram, Kerala, baskinginthe ment and the way it allows a
successof his viral track Am- pe()ple morc¢ persontogrow.” The name Ak-
month Thetmekwasrned  COMFOTtable e e
No 4 on Spotify’s Viral 50 S]Ole mother’s name Soma in the
Global charts earlier in May, middle, finished off with
with over 15 million streams ARON “maniac” that he already had
on Spotify and more than 13 KOLLASSANI on his Instagram handle.
million views on YouTube. SELESTIN “There isn’t an alignment be-

The track, which has
beenviral on Instagramsince
then, seamlessly transitions across genres
suchasR&B and hip-hop. With versesin Ma-
layalam and Tamil, the song also features
indieartists M.H.R., Bhumi and Circle Tone.
“With music, I have an incentive to under-
stand my language better,” he says.

Amsham was meant as a love song. “I
started outasatracktotease my partner,” he
says. Aron had been thinking about the
mythological figures of Manmadhan or Ka-
madevan —beings who awaken love in
othersbutaredenied it themselves. He says,
“Manmadhan embodies a cruel paradox. I
firstencountered himin the 1991 Malayalam
film, Njan Gandharvan.” The movie gave
himwhat he needed. Amshamthusbecame
an attempt to ease into the idea of love and
bonding. “You have to push the story for-
ward in steps and make people more com-
fortable slowly,” says the 22-year-old.

Aron was the reluctant school boy who
had Carnatic vocal and tabla classes, which
held nointerest for the then seven-year-old.
But the turning point came when his music
teacher realised he had an instinct for music.
She suggested that he learn the keyboard
and piano. He was surprised when his
family agreed to buy him a piano because it
costthemalot. They had totakeasmallloan
for it. But that changed things for him. “A
pianoisalarge instrument. You walk toward
it, sitin front of it, and it’s like a form of sur-
render when you practise. I started practis-
ing for nine hoursevery single day,” headds.

It was like music had become his life
breath. “Iwas listening to three or four al-
bumsaday, like having three meals. I felt like
Thad missed out and was catchingup on lost

tween the music and the
name,” he admits, “But

keeping it is a way of validating that child

who was doing cover songs back then.”
Thatchildisn’t far from

the personon thiscall.
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HeenaKhandelwal

OR MANY of us, one of the ear-
liest experiences of immersive
cooking was a gentleman at a
roadside stall chopping veg-
etables at startling speed, throw-
ingthem into alarge wok on high flame, ad-
ding boiled noodles and sauces — green,
red, soy — in quick succession. Chef Ajay
Chopra was among those wide-eyed wit-
nesses — ayoung boy growing up in Alwar,
Rajasthan, before his family moved to
Sonipat, Haryana, when he was nine.

The noodles at the Chinese cart, across
Alwar, Sonipat and, later, Delhi continued to
be his soul food. And decades later, it still
tickles something in him. So naturally, he
said, “I am going to make you a Delhi-style
desi chowmein.”

Now a household name, courtesy
MasterChefand a YouTube channel with
overamillion followers, reaching here, how-
ever, wasn’t easy. He was studying PCMB
(Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology)
in Class 12, when he was intrigued by a
friend’s career choice of hotel management.

Realising the needlor
multiple income sources
during Covid, Chopr:
launched his YouTube
channel. Today, it has over
amillionfollowers

Hefailed the entrance exam, enrolled in BSc
instead, then learnt about the IHM Pusa
exam. “Icleared it. But my mother would say,
‘Bawarchi banega, karchi chalayega’” He
wentanyway in1995and, by hissecond year,
he knew he would be a chef. He graduated
with a gold medal but nojob in sight.
Afterseveral rejections, hejoined TGIFin
Delhi in 1998, spent six months shredding
cabbage, slicing cheese and packing pasta.

The Real Chow Man

How the street-style chowmein and a Covid-induced YouTube channel paved
theway for Ajay Chopras rise as one of Indias top celebrity chefs

table. “At 11.30 am, the manager returned.
‘Should we do the interview?’ and half an
hour later, Thad thejob.”

do. Thesegoraslove their meat but they want
to taste the flavour of the meat.” So I put the
sauce, made it more intense, and cooked the

- =

SANKHADEEP BANERJEE

MasterChef was coming to India. Three
months of training followed. “It opened up
my personality. I was an introvert. Today I

INGREDIENTS

Noodles -1 packet, Oil - 4 thsp, Garlic
(chopped) - 2 thsp, Ginger & green chilli
(chopped) - 1tbsp, Onion (sliced) - % cup,
Capsicum (juliennes) - % cup, Carrot
(juliennes) - % cup, Cabbage (shredded) -1
cup, Soya sauce - 1tsp, Red chillisauce - 1
tbsp, Schezwan sauce - 2 tbsp, Vinegar - 1tsp,
Black pepper powder - 1tsp, MSG - 1tsp,
Spring onion (chopped) - 2 tbsp, Salt - to
taste, water — as required

METHOD

TO COOK the noodles, bring water to a boil.
Add salt and % tsp oil. Add the noodles and
cook until 80-90 per cent done (slightly firm).
Drain and spread on a plate. Toss with 1/2 tsp oil
and let cool to prevent sticking

HEAT A wok on high flame. Add about 3 tsp
oil. Add garlic, ginger and green chilli;

sauté briefly. Add onions and toss for a few
seconds. Add capsicum, carrot and cabbage.
Stir-fry on high heat, keeping the vegetables
slightly crunchy

NOW ADD the cooked noodles. Then add soya
sauce, red chilli sauce, Schezwan sauce,
vinegar, salt, black pepper, and MSG (if using).
Toss well on high flame until evenly coated
ADD SPRING onions and give a final toss.
Garnish with more spring onions and serve hot

team was my two kids.” The couple learnt
editing together, bought a mic, then a cam-
era, slowly understood lights and sound.

Laterthatyear, he received acallat 5 pm from He spent a year-and-a-half at Cecil, ChefAjay Chopra lamb chops separately with some spices. havenoinhibitions.” Post MasterChef(where  “During COVID, restaurant consultants were
The Oberoi Cecilin Shimla, askinghimtobe = where, in hiswords, forthe firsttime,achef ~ shootingacooking Thatgavemeaspark—HowcanIndianfood he co-host and judge) came a series of culi-  the first to let go of. Our business went to a
present the next morning at nine. Hebor-  took a commis and genuinely prepared videoathisstudio  beseendifferently? Thethoughtformodern  nary shows on television — Hi Tea, North- ~ grinding halt. And we realised we needed

rowed a coat, boarded an overnight bus,
bathed inwarm water akind nurse arranged
at a Christian hospital nearby, arrived at
Cecil, only to be told that ‘Mr. Oberoi was in-
house.” They would have to reschedule.
“Isaid, Tdon’t think I can come back
again...Thave bunked many times for inter-
views. Thisis my last bunk, after this Iwill be
thrown out. Soifyou are givingme ajob, Iwill
stayback. If not, Imight aswell go.” The man-
ager asked him to wait. Chopra slept on the

him for OCLD (Oberoi Centre of Learning
and Development). Without it, the path to
sous-chef takes eight to nine years.
Through it, only two years. Then came Lon-
don. Before he arrived, he had been cooking
at Saffron at JW Marriott, serving Akshay
Kumar, Amitabh Bachchan and Hrithik Ro-
shan. “Butin London, there were complaints
every day.” He called chef Atul Kochhar, who
hasbeenworkingin Londonsince1994. “He
said, ‘buddy, when in Rome, do as Romans

Indian food actually started then.”

London was also nurturing in ways that
had nothingto dowith food. He and his wife
Amrita had married only a year before, in
2006. “We were discovering a new country
together. That togetherness was the founda-
tion of our marriage.” That she has been his
partner— athome, inthekitchen andinthe
consultancy business — is evident.

Back in India, while working with Mar-
riott in 2010, a production house called.

ern Flavours, Papad Pickles Aur Pyaala
among others. “Television opened some-
thing my hotel job would have never done.
Mywife prayed what seemed like an imposs-
ible prayer —Sunday offs. I told her, Sunday
isthebusiest day. But from 2015 onwards, for
11 years now, every Sunday is off.”

YouTube began at the very dining table
in his house in Mumbai’s Kandivali during
COVID. “Amritawould shoot with one phone
in her hand, another on a side stand. My

multiple income sources,” says Chopra.

Inthekitchen, hetakesathick-bottomed
pan, adds a little oil, all the chopped veg-
etables, boiled noodles, sauces, salt, MSG,
and stirs. “Ilike that it can be made in one pot
and so quickly.” His kids arrive from school.
He asks if they want noodles. “Not again,”
they laugh. During the meal, the conversa-
tion turnsto parenting— Amritaand Chopra
are taking classes onit. Like always, they are
on the same page.

ADVERTORIAL

same time. The lunch decision alone can
consume forty-five minutes of a
perfectly good travel day.

The one thing I have found that
genuinely helps is building deliberate
free time into the itinerary. A few hours
each day, or at least one half-day, where
everyone splits up and does their own
thing. You reconvene for dinner with
stories to tell and without the accumu-
lated friction of trying to keep everyone
happy all day. It sounds obvious, but
most group trips never do this, and that
is usually where the tension comes from.

And Yet, It’s Always Worth It

Despite everything I have described,
the trips I remember most vividly are
rarely the ones that went smoothly. They
are the ones where something went
sideways and we adapted. The restau-
rant that was full, so we ended up at a
street stall that turned out to serve the
best meal of the trip. The closed
viewpoint that sent us down a different
path entirely. The over-scheduled day
that collapsed, and we spent the
afternoon just sitting somewhere doing
nothing, which, honestly, was exactly
what we needed.

Frustrations are part of travel. Check-
lists help reduce them, but they won't
eliminate them. What they do is protect
the parts of the holiday that matter most,
so that when something unexpected
does happen, you have the energy and
the good humour to deal with it.

So, how many of these did you
recognise from your last trip? And what
have I missed? I would love to hear your
frustrations and, more importantly,
what you have learned to do about them.
See you next week.

The Holidav
That Almost Wasn’t

can match. A bowl of pho in Hanoi, a
plate of fresh seafood in a coastal town
in Spain, a wood-fired pizza in Naples.
These are experiences I look forward to
for weeks in advance and remember for
years afterwards.

Which makes the bad food
experiences sting a little more than they
probably should. Here is a situation I
have been in more times than I would
like: you have done your research, you
have a list of restaurants you want to try,
and you arrive at the first one to find a
ninety-minute wait with no reservations
accepted. Fair enough. You didn’t book.
You move to the second option. Also full.
By this point it is 9pm, you are tired, and
you end up at a place nearby that looked
acceptable from the outside. The food is
fine. Not bad. Just fine. And you sit there
eating fine food, knowing that
somewhere in this city there is a perfect
meal happening without you.

I pre-book at least one restaurant per
day now. Not every meal. I like the
spontaneity of wandering and finding
something that looks good. But one meal
per day, the one I am most looking
forward to, gets a reservation. It is a small
habit that has removed more frustration
than almost anything else on this list.

The other food frustration worth
naming honestly is the vegetarian
problem. Heta is a vegetarian, and while
the world has made enormous progress
on this front, major cities everywhere

favourite restaurant has since shut
down. I have, as part of my job, spent
entire evenings researching  a
destination, bookmarked a dozen hotels,
and closed my laptop having booked
nothing, paralysed by two options that
were essentially identical.

The advice problem is real. You
mention you are going somewhere and
within a day your phone is full of
WhatsApp messages from people
recommending places, half of which are
outdated or based on a completely
different kind of trip. I now ask for
recommendations from one or two
people whose travel sensibility I actually
trust and who have been there recently.
That's it.

The other trap is over-scheduling.
When you have spent a significant
amount on flights and accommodation,
there is a natural urge to fill every hour
and see everything. What actually
happens is that you exhaust yourself by
Day Two trying to execute a plan that
was never realistic. Some of the best
moments on any trip come from having
no plan at all, and that requires deliber-
ately leaving space for it.

The Hotel Surprise

Hotel photos are optimistic at best.
The wide-angle lens, the carefully
chosen lighting, the one corner of the
room that photographs well. I have
checked into rooms that looked spacious
and bright in the listing and turned outto ~ everyone talks about. Day Three: the
be neither. ‘Sea views’ that requireyouto  viewpoint at sunset. You feel prepared.
lean out the window at a specific angle. =~ And then the destination politely
‘City views’ that face a car park. Hetahas ~ dismantles your plan. The museum is
become very good at identifying the  closed on Tuesdays. It is Tuesday.
tell-tale signs in hotel photos before we The landmark under renovation. The
book, and she is almost always right  attraction closed for a local holiday you
about what we will actually find. didn't know about. The viewpoint

The check-in time problem is one that  accessible only by a trail that, per a sign
doesn’t get talked about enough. You  at the trailhead, is currently closed for
land at 9am, check-in is at 2pm, and you ~ maintenance. The old town market that

Neil Patil
Founder, COO & CTO, Veena World

neil@veenaworld.com

want to start with a question.

Think about your last holiday,

not the photos you posted,
not the highlights reel you narrated to
friends and family when you got back.
Think about the other parts. The small,
frustrating, sometimes absurd
moments that filled the gap between
arriving and actually enjoying yourself.
Sound familiar?

Here is what I have come to realise
after years of travelling, both personally
and professionally: the gap between a
holiday in our imagination and a holiday
in reality is almost always filled with
frustrating moments. Not the kind that
ruin everything, not disaster-level chaos,
but a steady drip of small, avoidable,
sometimes hilarious things that erode
the first day or two of a trip before the
holiday finally finds its rhythm.

I wrote an article some time ago about
flying frustrations, the four phases of a
flight experience and how to navigate
each one without losing your mind. The
response was remarkable, because
almost everyone, regardless of whether
they fly once a year or once a month, had
a story. A missed gate. A destroyed
suitcase. A middle seat on a
fourteen-hour flight next to someone
who immediately wanted to have a
conversation. And the thing is, more
often than not, these frustrations don’t

calculating whether 1 will make it in
before closing time. Timed entry tickets,
booked in advance, have transformed
my sightseeing life. Not every attraction
offers them, but for the major ones, the
Colosseum in Rome, the Uffizi in
Florence, Machu Picchu, the Louvre, they
are almost always available, often for the
same price as a walk-in ticket, and the
difference in experience is enormous.
You walk in. Other people are still in the
queue. You feel, briefly, like you have
figured something out.

The other sightseeing reality that
guidebooks somehow never fully
prepare you for is distances. Google
Maps will tell you that two attractions
are a twelve-minute walk apart. What it
will not tell you is that the walk is uphill,
on uneven cobblestones, in the full
afternoon sun, and that you are wearing
shoes that were entirely reasonable this

it very much is. I read those reviews
carefully now and take them seriously. If
multiple people mention the same
problem, it is a problem.

The Sightseeing Ambush

This is where holidays get properly
humbling. You have done the research,
you know what you want to see, and you
have a rough order in mind. Day One: the
famous old town. Day Two: the museum
Email: travel@veenaworld.com

now have excellent vegetarian options, .
there are still destinations, restaurants, Toll-Free: 1800 313 5555

and airlines where being vegetarian is veenaworld.com

treated as an unusual preference that e ¥ ﬂ
nobody quite planned for. I have had the ‘. WELHA WORLE
experience of being handed a menu and
finding that the vegetarian section
consists of french fries and a salad. I have
pre-ordered vegetarian meals on long
flights for Heta only to be told,
somewhere over the middle of an ocean,

[l e o taart
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stop at the airport. They continue, right 14\ have several hours in a new city  runs only on weekends, and you are . - Trail

into the holiday itself. . with your luggage and nowhere to leave  there on a Thursday. None of these ~ Morning and are now your enemies. I  that they have run out. I now always : =
Sp today,lwar}t to talk about this, th’e it. | now either book the previous night's  things are disasters. All of them are NOW wear coqurtable ‘shoes every conﬁrm our meal selections . before . mﬂ

holiday frustrations that we don't  [yom if I know I am arriving early, or I entirely avoidable, and yet almost all of single day of a holiday, without excep-  boarding, and when travelling to %,

-

tion, regardless of what we are doing in
the evening. It is a small decision that has
had an outsized impact on my
enjoyment of every trip since I made it.

The Food Gamble

destinations where vegetarian food
requires more effort to find, I do that
research seriously before we arrive, not
optimistically on my phone at lunchtime
when we are already hungry.

This one is deeply personal to me, The Group Dynamic

because I care about food probably more Travelling with family or a group of
than I should. When I travel, eating well ~ friends has its own category of
is not optional. It is, for me, one of the  frustrations that have nothing to do with
primary reasons to go somewhere. The  the destination. Someone wants to sleep \.
food of a place tells you something in; someone wants to leave at 8am.

about its history, its geography, its = Someone wants to shop; someone wants VEENA WORLD
culture, and its people that no museum  to sightsee. No one is ever hungry at the Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life.

discuss enough, because we're too busy
curating the good parts, and what [ have
personally learned to do about them.

The Planning Trap

It starts before you even leave home.
In fact, it starts the moment you decide
to go somewhere. Planning a holiday
today means dealing with information
overload: multiple booking platforms
showing different prices for the same
hotel, reviews that contradict each
other, and recommendations from
friends who visited years ago and whose

email the hotel in advance to ask about
early check-in. It works more often than
most people expect, and the alternative,
dragging bags around all morning, is
simply not worth it.

There is a third thing worth mention-
ing: the negative review you chose to
ignore. Every hotel listing has at least
one review mentioning noise, ongoing
construction, or thin walls, and almost
every traveller has at some point
decided it probably won’t be an issue,
and then spent a night discovering that

us fall prey to at least one of them at
some point during a holiday.

And then there is the queue problem.
The world’s most visited attractions are
popular for good reason. They are
genuinely extraordinary. But between
you and the extraordinary thing is often
a line of fellow human beings stretching
far enough to make you question your
life choices. I have stood in queues at the
Vatican, at the Eiffel Tower, at various
temples and palaces and natural
wonders, watching the minutes tick by,

Stories that’ll make
you pack tonight!

Watch Now on
Veena World’s
YouTube channel
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