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iNANexpansivearticulationof
Americanstrategicintentinthe
indo-Pacific, USDefence Sec-
retary Pete hegseth Saturday
describedindiaasa“criticalan-
chor” to “hold the line” in
SouthAsia and that a “power-
ful”india,actinginitsownself-
interest, “advances our shared
goal ofmaintaining a balance
ofpoweracross theregion.”
Speaking at the Shangri la

DialogueinSingaporeSaturday,
heframedthebalanceofpower
inAsiaasone“inwhichnostate,
includingChina,canimposeits
hegemonyandholdthesecurity
or prosperity of ournation and
ourallies inquestion.”
At the same time, though,

he struck a softer note onBeij-
ingsayingwashingtonwasnot
seeking confrontation despite
concernsoverChina’smilitary
build-up. And that under US
President Donald Trump, US-
China relations were “better
thanthey’vebeen inyears.”
hegseth noted india’s
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E.
thebalancingact

explained

HegsethframingofIndiaas
anIndianOceananchorand
defenceco-productionpart-
nermaybeabidtoreassure
Delhithat itsengagement
withBeijingdoesnotcome
atIndia’sexpense.Atthe
sametime,heflaggedaPaci-
ficdominatedbyanyhege-
mon(readChina)would
“underminetheequilibrium
weallseektopreserve.”

Happening
today

ritikachopra
NewDelhi,Mumbai,May30

DeePiNSiDetheNationalTest-
ingAgency’spaper-settingoper-
ation is ahighly securedprem-
ises inNewDelhi thatwas not
supposedtobebreached.it’sef-
fectivelysealedofffromtheout-
side: nophones, no laptops, no
devices,nointernet,air-gapped
computers, logs tracking every
document,mandatory shred-
dingofallnotes.itwasdesigned,
after theNeeT leakof 2024, to
be the lastword in securing the
medicalentrancetest.
The people at the centre of

theNeeT-UG2026 leak inves-
tigationwere trusted insiders
embedded in the most pro-
tected phase of the examin-
ationprocess. And at least one
of those arrested had worked
on lastyear’sNeeTpaper, too.

That the leakhappenedde-
spite this has rattled the Gov-
ernment.
The CBi has arrested 13

people so far, including paper
translators, subjectexpertsand
intermediariesaccusedofcircu-
lating sections of the question
paper before theMay 3 exam,
takenbyover20 lakhstudents.
interviewswithoveradozenof-
ficials,NTAinsidersandexperts
associatedwithNeeT-UG2024,
2025 and 2026 byThe Indian
Expressrevealthere’sabroadin-
ternal consensus onan institu-
tional failure that created con-
ditionsfortheleak.
Two things, they believe,

wentwrong.
one, the security frame-

work built after the 2024 con-
troversy, known internally as
“confidential operations” or
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Sealedroom, leadershipvacuum:
HowNEET2026breached
safeguardsputafter2024leak

GaPs inntaLeadershiPandsuPervisionatcriticaLPoints intestinGProcess

Accusedworkedunder ‘CONOPS’ (confidential operations)protocol, premiseswere
self-containedwith strict rules; at least onearrestedhadalsoworkedon the2025NEET

UsdefencesecretaryPetehegsethatshangri-ladialogue in
singapore, saturday. AP

‘NoChinahegemony,
Indiacriticalanchor,
helpsmaintain
balanceofpower’

Mohamedthaver
&Zeeshanshaikh
Mumbai,May30

foR yeARS, Shahzad Bhatti
cultivated an image as a social
media personality, business-
manandself-styleddefenderof
religion. Through videos
posted online under the ‘333’
banner, the Pakistani national

built a following by comment-
ing on religious controversies,
influencer feuds and india-
Pakistanrelations.
Today, Bhatti, said to be

around45yearsold,findshim-
selfatthecentreofmultiplein-
vestigationsbyindiansecurity
agencies which believe he is a
key player in a growing
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Pakistan’s Shahzad
Bhatti, hisnetwork
showupon terror radar

FlagsJavelinco-productionwithIndia,
urgesAsianallies toupdefencespend

nihalKoshie
NewDelhi,May30

“The SySTeM is against me
today, it will be againstme to-
morrow,butif icontinuetobe-
lieve inmyself, i canovercome
the system. The los Angeles
olympics (2028) remainsmy
target.”
This was

wrestler Vinesh
Phogat,moments
after she was
knocked out of the Asian
Games trials inNewDelhi, on
Saturday,havingfoughtagainst
the odds to be allowed to par-
ticipate in the firstplace.
She lost 4-6 in the semifi-

nalstoup-and-comingwrestler

Meenakshi Goyat, an Asian
Championshipsilvermedalist.
ButVinesh, themotherofa

10-month-oldson,saidshewas
not as heartbroken as shewas
at theParisolympicsafter fail-
ing tomake theweight cut by
100 grams ahead of the final
andmissingoutonamedal.

“This loss
does not hurt. i
am proud of
beingabletotake
care of my son,

keephimhealthyandreturnto
themattofight.ihopethatiam
an inspiration towomen,” she
said.
She remained defiant even

indefeatinthe53kgsemifinals,
walkinginthedirectionofwfi

president Sanjay Singh and
pointing towards themat in a
gesturethatappearedtosenda
messagetoofficialswholeftno
stone unturned to stop her
comeback. “iwillbeback,” she
said. The legal battle to secure
participationintheAsiadtrials
afterthewfideemedherineli-
gible, coupledwithcourthear-
ings following her accusations
of sexual harassment against
the federation’s former presi-
dent Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh,had takenamental toll.
“My first fight was against

sexual harassment; this was
aboutovercomingmentalhar-
assment,”Vineshsaid.
onthemat,shewastechni-

cally soundagainstopponents

muchyoungerthanher,butthe
challengewasnot to tire.
“if thewfihadallowedme

to participate in the openNa-
tionalRankingTournament(in
Gonda), i would have been
better prepared,” Vinesh said,
whilegivingcredittoallherop-
ponents for the fight they put
up.
But after three hard-fought

bouts at the high-intensity
trials at theKDJadhav indoor
Stadium, the 31-year-old’s
dreamof representing india at
thisyear’sAsiadinSeptember-
octobercametoanend.
During her bouts, seated a

fewmetres away from themat
werewfi officials whomoved
theSupremeCourttochallenge

ahighCourtorderthatallowed
her toparticipate in the trials.
Vinesh’scamphadarun-in

when some of her supporters
celebrated in front ofwfi offi-
cials after a challengewent in
her favour during the quarter-
finals against Under-23world
Championships medallist
Nishu. Vinesh prevailed 7-6 in
thatclosebout.
every time she was on the

brink, a determined Vinesh
found a way to come back,
smartlyusingeventhetimeref-
ereestooktoreviewachallenge
on video replay to catch her
breath. in all three bouts, she
was given awarning for being
passive,butdidn’tbackdown
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TheDelhi Police said Satur-
day it had uncovered a Pakis-
tan iSi-underworld terror
moduleandarrestedeightper-
sons, including a Nepali na-
tional, who were allegedly
planning attacks on vital in-
stallations, security establish-
mentsandpolicepersonnel in
Delhi, Mumbai, Chandigarh
andcities inPunjab.
Police officers said the ar-

restsoftheeight,somelinkedto
fugitive underworld gangster

Dawoodibrahim,weremadein
acoordinatedmulti-stateoper-
ation,uncoveringaconspiracy
allegedly orchestrated by
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Plannedattacksonkey installations in
Delhi,Mumbai,Punjab:DelhiPolice

Theaccusedbeingbrought to
Patialahousecourt. ANI

Inmulti-stateop,police
sayPak-backedterror
groupbusted,8held

hamIrpurBrIdge
deaths:fIrlodged
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andowner
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Pete heGseth in sinGaPore

sophiyaMathew
NewDelhi,May30

A TeChNiCAl glitch hit the
Saturdaymorning shift of the
CUeT-UG 2026, the national-
level examination for admis-
sion to undergraduate pro-
grammes in participating
universities, leading to con-
fusionandpanicamongcandi-
datesat theaffectedcentres.
The National Testing

Agency(NTA) laterannounced
aone-timere-test for3,765can-
didates who had completed
theirbiometric registrationbut
hadlefttheexaminationcentres
beforethetestcouldresume.

TheNTA said about 95 per
centofcandidateswereable to
complete the examination

oncetheissuewasresolvedand
the test resumed.
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AnotherNTAexammess:Techglitches
disruptCUET,retest forover3,700

outsideacUeT-UGexamcentre innewdelhi, saturday.
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lBaTTlinGoPPonenTsandahosTileWFi, loses in ThesemisoFasiad Trials

Comebackendsinheartbreak,Vineshsteelsresolve: ‘Iwillbeback,Olympicsmytarget’

chandanhaygunde&
sushantKulkarni
Pune,May30

followiNG The hooch
deaths in Pune, the food and
Drug Administration (fDA),
seizedover 5,000kgMethanol
fromthepremisesofRexinter-
nationalCompanyinBhiwandi
inThanedistrict, onSaturday.
AsperanfDApressrelease,

thespuriousliquorthatcaused
multiple deaths in Pune dis-
trict, containedMethanol pro-

cured fromRexinternational.
Meanwhile,asmanyasnine

police personnel from Pune
cityandPimpriChinchwadpo-
lice, alongwith 13 state excise
department officials in Pune,
were suspended from service,
for allegedly failing in their
duties to control the illicit
liquor trade.
At least 11 persons from

Phugewadi-Dapodi areas of
Pimpri-Chinchwad and four
fromhadapsararea inPune

»continuedonPaGe2

Womencadets after thePassingoutParadeof the landmark 150thcourseof thendaat inPunesaturday. PAvANKheNGRe,moreonpage4

sushantKulkarni
Pune,May30

ChiefofArmy Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi said on Sat-
urdaythatallthreeservicesare
preparing well for operation
Sindoor2.0 if it takesplace.he
also said that within the next
two to three years, the process
of theaterisation can be seen
happeningonground.
General Dwivedi, who re-

viewedthePassingoutParade
(PoP) of the landmark 150th

courseof theNationalDefence
Academy (NDA), also said that
operation Sindoor has set a
benchmark on how india re-
sponds to provocation and
urged thepassingoutNDAca-
dets to uphold that standard.
AstheReviewingofficerof the
paradeGenDwivedi inspected
the cadets lined up for their
finalparade.
he addressed the passing-

out cadets and ceremonially
pinnedmedals on those who
earnedmedals.

Answeringaquestionabout
operation Sindoor during
media interaction on the side-
lines of the parade, the Army
Chiefsaid, "Asfarasoperation
Sindoor is concerned, firstly, it
isstillcontinuing.Thereistem-
porary cessation of hostilities.
Allthethreeservicesincluding
the indianArmyarepreparing
well for operation Sindoor 2.0
if it takes place. Presently we
are looking at enhancing syn-
ergywithin the threeservices.
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Armedforcespreparingwell forOperation
Sindoor2.0 if it takesplace:ArmyChief

Methanol traced to
Rex International
inBhiwandi; 22
officials suspended

armychiefGeneralUpendra
dwivedi duringamedia
interaction inPuneonsaturday.
PAvANKheNGRe

Pune hoochdeaths

108

136

168

80

VineshPhogatwasknockedoutof theasianGames trials innewdelhi, saturday. GAjeNDRAYADAv

lGujarattitanswill face
defendingchampionsRCB in
the IPL final. The Titans entered
the final after defeatingRajas-
thanRoyals by sevenwickets in
theQualifier 2.

lLtGenNSRaja Subramani
(retd)will take charge as the
country’s nextCDSafterGen-
eral Anil Chauhan superannu-
ated.GenChauhan took charge
as theCDS inSeptember 2022.

TrackTheseandmoreon
www.indianexpress.com
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city died by consuming
spuriousliquorbetweenMay26
andMay28.Sevenpersonsfrom
Pimpri-Chinchwad, who too
hadconsumedthesameliquor,
areundergoingtreatmentatdif-
ferenthospitals.
A fewmore deceased per-

sons fromPhugewadi-Dapodi
andHadapsar, are suspected to
have died after drinking toxic
liquor. But the police havenot
yetconfirmedthecausebehind
theirdeath.
AnFIRwasregisteredatDa-

podi police station in Pimpri
Chinchwadandanother atHa-
dapsar police station in Pune
city, against the illicit liquor
racketeers, under sections 105
(culpablehomicidenotamount-
ingtomuder),123(causinghurt
bymeansofharmfulsubstances
with the intent to commit a
crime), 110, 125, 275, and3(5) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, sections 65(E), 68,
81 and 83 of the Maharashtra
ProhibitionAct.Threemoreof-
fenceswerelodgedwiththestate
excisedepartment.
Policeofficials said the state

CIDhas takenover the investi-
gationinhoochdeathcases."As
a part of the probe, we would
look into the forwardandback-
ward linkages of the accused
persons," said state CID chief
SunilRamanand.
On Friday, the Pimpri

Chinchwadpolicehadarrested
five persons identified asKar-
nelsinghTakhtsinghVirka, 73,
GurmangatsinghKarnelsingh
Virka, 45, both residing near
DeccanPaperMill,SanjayNagar,
Phugewadi; YogeshRamchan-
draVhankadealiasSikandarRa-
thod, 23, of Keshavnagar in
MundhwaareaPunecity;Rad-
heshyamHariramPrajapati,35,
of Urulikanchan andKalpesh
AshokAgrawal,29,ofKhadki.A
court remanded themtopolice
custodytillJune8.
Proberevealed thataccused

VhankhadegotliquorfromPra-
japati in Uruli Kanchan, and
further supplied it to different
partsofPuneandalsotoVirkain
Phugewadi in Pimpri Chinch-
wad.
Police suspect that Vhank-

hadepurchasedover 200 litres
ofMethanol online a fewdays
before.Then,atalocationinthe
Phursungi area, he allegedly
mixed Methanol into liquor
taken fromPrajapati,making it
toxic.
He allegedly supplied the

toxic liquor toAkashJadhavat
Pandhare Mala in Hadapsar,
IrfanQureshi at PawarWasti in
Dapodi, and Aryan Dhotre at
Wadarwadi inGokhaleNagar.
TheliquorwassoldformerelyRs
30perpouchatthesespots.
After deathswere reported

onThursday,thestateexcisede-
partmentnabbedVhankhade,
andsubsequently, raidedtheil-
licitliquordensinHadapsar,Da-

podiandGokhaleNagar.About
645 liters of liquormixedwith
Methanolwasseizedfromthese
locations.
While Vhankhade was

handedovertothepolice,excise
officials took Jadhav, Qureshi
and Dhotre into custody for
further investigation. Liquor
samplesweresenttotheforensic
lab.
Policeprobeconfirmedthat

MethanolinPunehootchdeath
cases came fromRex Interna-
tional Company, having anof-
fice in Vashi and godown on
Anjur Road, Bhiwandi. As per
theordersofFDACommissioner
Tukaram Mundhe, his team
raided the godownand seized
about 5,929 kgMethanol from
thespot.
“No records regarding the

sale, purchase and stocking of
thepoisonous chemical (Meth-
anol)wereavailableat thecom-
pany. An offence was lodged
against companyownerArun-
kumar Choubey and an office
bearerAbhishekChoubeyatthe
Narpoli police station in Bhi-
wandi. Both accusedwere al-
readydetainedby the state ex-
cise department for
investigation,”theFDApressre-
leasestated.
It alsomentioned that FDA

issuedashowcasenotice to the
companyand initiated thepro-
cessofcancellationofitslicence
asper theprovisionsof thePoi-
sonsAct.
Police said accusedVhank-

hadewasearlierbookedinthree
offences. Jadhav andPrajapati
were also booked in four of-
fences each in the past, while
Virkawas accused in one pre-
viouscase.
Meanwhile,aspertheorders

of Amitesh Kumar, Commis-
sionerofPunecitypolice, three
officers ofHadapsarpolice sta-
tion – senior inspector Sanjay
Mogale, assistant inspector
Hasina Shikalgar and sub in-
spectorHasanMulani,weresus-
pended fromservice for alleg-
edly failing to curb the sale of
illicit hand-brewed liquor in
their jurisdiction.
Pimpri Chinchwad Police

Commissioner Vinoy Kumar
Choubey suspended six nine
personnel fromDapodi police
station– senior inspectorVijay
Waghmare, sub inspectorRaju
bhaskar,havaldarsJaydeepSon-
awane, Navnath Pote, con-
stables Sagar Jadhav, Vishal
Kale. Nine officers and four
staffersofthestateexcisedepart-
ment in Pune were also sus-
pended,statedapressreleaseis-
suedonSaturday.
Inthewakeofhoochdeaths,

teamsofUruli Kanchanpolice
station, Pune rural, conducted
raids at illegal liquor dens at
ShindawaneandBhavrapurvil-
lages inHaveli taluka. “Raids
were carriedout onFriday and
wouldcontinue.Chemicalsand
equipment used for making
liquor at these spots were
seized,”saidpoliceinspectorSa-
chinWangade.

modernisationof itsmilitaryto
bear its share of the security
burden, particularly in the In-
dianOcean, andpraised its ef-
forts to build “heavy industrial
andlogisticscapacitytosustain
high-endmilitary operations,
including the ability to repair
andmaintainsharedplatforms
andsupportUSNavyvesselsop-
eratingforwardinthetheatre.”
TheDefence Secretary an-

nounced that theUShad com-
mittedtopursuing“co-produc-
tion”ofJavelinanti-tankguided
munitionswith India— “real,
tangible steps to improve the
collective readiness of our
forces.”Defenceco-production
ofthiskind,withasophisticated
frontline weapon system, is
framedasdeepening the bilat-
eraldefencerelationship.
“This kind of industrial

muscle isn’t just a long-term

goal; it’s an immediate oper-
ational imperative, and the
United States Department of
Warisleadingtheway,”hesaid.
Highlighting thatWashing-

ton’sbroaderIndo-Pacificstrat-
egywasaimedatpreservingre-
gional stabilitywhile ensuring
that no single power could
dominate the region, he said:
“Whatweseek ... is agenuinely
stable equilibrium thatworks
forAmericansaswellas forour
allies.”
He added that the Indo-

Pacific remained central toUS
security andprosperity, under-
lining that Washington re-
mained committed to the re-
giondespitesecuritychallenges
elsewhere, including inWest
Asia.
He further said that the era

oftheUnitedStatessubsidising
thedefence ofwealthynations
is over. “Weneedpartners, not
protectorates.Weseekalliances
built on shared responsibility,
notdependency,”hesaid.

TheUSwould continue to
strengthenmilitarycapabilities
and cooperationwith allies to
preserve regional stability, he
said, adding that defence com-
mitments have been under-
taken by several Indo-Pacific
partners, including India,
Japan, SouthKorea, Australia,
Singapore,Malaysia, Thailand,
VietnamandthePhilippines.
InanechoofwhatWashing-

tonhasbeensayingtoEuropean
allies,Hegsethurged theAsian
ones to increase theirmilitary
spending to counter China’s
poweranddominanceinthere-
gion, adding that a stronger,
more self-reliant network of
allies is essential to prevent ag-
gressionwhile preserving the
balanceofpower.
“There is rightful alarm re-

gardingChina’shistoricmilitary
buildupandtheexpansionofits
military activities in the region
andbeyond,”hesaid,adding:“A
Pacific dominated by any he-
gemonwould unravel the re-

gionalbalanceofpower."
"No state, includingChina,

can impose its hegemony and
hold the security or prosperity
of our nation and our allies in
question."
“Less Shangri-La, more

ships,moresubs,"Hegsethsaid,
underlining that the region
needstoinvestindefencecapa-
bilitymorethanconferences.
Respondingtoaquestionon

India’s recent test of an ad-
vancedversionoftheAgnimis-
sile,
Hegseth said “both sides

there are going to see under-
standable threats coming from
theother…butwearenotpoint-
ing a finger, at least from our
view right now, at either
country.”
HerepeatedPresidentDon-

ald Trump’s claims regarding
theIndia-Pakistanceasefirelast
year giving him credit for
“brokering a peace between
IndiaandPakistan,twonuclear-
capablecountries.”
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Pakistan ISI, underworldoper-
ativesandthenetworkofgang-
ster ShahzadBhatti operating
fromPakistanandDubai.
The arrests were made in

Maharashtra,PunjabandDelhi
andpolicesaidtheallegedoper-
atives were in touch with
handlers inPakistanandBang-
ladesh.According topolice, 23-
year-old Vijay ‘Shooter’, who
hails from Mirzapur, was ar-
rested from Pune on May 14.
Based on the information he
provided, his associateNitish
Paswan,23,wasnabbedfromSa-
hibganjonMay17.
SpecialCommissionerofPo-

lice (Special Cell) Anil Shukla
said, “Vijaywas in regular con-
tact with members of the
ShahzadBhattinetworkoperat-
ing fromPakistan andDubai.
Vijay was tasked to carry out

various criminal and terror ac-
tivities in Delhi, Punjab, Ha-
ryana,RajasthanandUP.Hewas
also tasked to recruit youth for
executing terror activities in
Delhi-NCR.”
NitishandVijay,policesaid,

confirmedthatthereweremod-
ulesinDelhiandMumbaiwhich
were planning attacks in both
thecities,andhadalreadydone
a recce ofmultiple bridges in
MumbaiandtheDadarstation.
BasedonVijay’sdisclosures,

twomen—TauqeerSheikhand
Arbaz Khan — were nabbed
fromMumbailastWednesday.
“Bothwere in contactwith

ISI handlers Yawar Khan and
MunnaJhingada.Theywerere-
cruited by one Huzaifa from
Mumbai,whoisabscondingand
was working at the behest of
Shahzad Bhatti, Yawar and

Munna. They were tasked to
carryoutgrenadeattacksandfir-
ingatvitalinstallations,security
establishments andpoliceper-
sonnel inDelhi andMumbai,”
Shuklasaid.
Arbaz and Sheikh also told

policetheyhadpreparedateam
toattacksecuritypersonneland
governmentbuildings inDelhi.
On Saturdaymorning, police
nabbedthreemenfromPunjab
whowereheadedtoChattarpur
inDelhi.
Apoliceofficer said, “All the

threeaccused,HarvinderSingh,
GagandeepSinghandManjeet
Singh, are residents of Punjab.
Theywere intercepted on the
Mehrauli-Badarpur Road
around 1amtodayandaheavy
cacheofarmsandammunition,
including grenades and auto-
maticpistols,wererecovered.”
Policesaidtheyalsoarrested

a Nepali national, Ang Kami
Lama, in theearlyhoursof Sat-
urday.He had been tasked by
Munna Jhingada to arrange a
hideoutfortheaccusedinDelhi

andfundtheiractivities.
Shukla said, “Ang Kami

Lamawas lodged inaThailand
jail from2001 to 2018 in anar-
cotics case. There he came in
contactwith co-inmatesAizaz
Rasool and Md. Salim alias
Munna Jhingada, both from
Pakistan. After coming out of
jail, Lamamaintained contact
withJhingada.”
Seniorofficerssaidthemod-

ulepointed to the re-activation
oftheDawoodnetwork.
The arrests come 20 days

after security personnel were
alertedaboutthepossibilityofa
terrorattackintheCapital.Intel-
ligenceinputs,sourcessaid,had
hintedatsuicideattacksandim-
provised explosive devices
(IEDs)mountedonvehicles.
Among thepossible targets

were theBJP headquarters on
Deen Dayal UpadhyayaMarg
andothercrowdedareasinCen-
tralDelhi,accordingtosources.
InApril, the Special Cell ar-

rested 11people following raids
acrossDelhiandPunjab.

when her opponents put
herunder thepump.
Vinesh had to fight on the

mat,andoffittoo.Hermorning
startedwithacurveballthrown
her way. She first had to con-
vince theWFI to let her com-
pete in the 53kg category after
thefederationissuedacircular
sayingshecouldcompeteonly
in50kg—thecategoryshe last
competed in almost two years
agoattheParisOlympics.How-
ever, following an argument
with WFI president Sanjay
Singh just before theweigh-in,
thefederationreverseditsdeci-
sion. Vinesh said the delay in
accepting her entry cost her
preciouspreparationtime.
Then came the wait —

nearlyfive-and-a-halfhours—
forher first bout of theday.Vi-

nesh led 1-0 against Jyothi in
the first round but, after being
warnedforpassivityinthesec-
ond round, went for the kill,
winning7-1.
Shewasquicklyback in the

training zone, a physio giving
her a rubdown and her hus-
bandSomvirapeptalk.
Vinesh then came through

in a tough bout against Nishu
—despitetrailing0-5,sheover-
turnedthedeficittoadvanceto
the semifinal againstMeenak-
shi.
“BeforetheParisOlympics,

I was fighting the system, but
then therewas anadhoc com-
mitteeoverseeing things.Now
the WFI has a free hand and
they are being openly biased
against me. I will keep fight-
ing,” shesaid.

Hooch

Wearelookingatequipping
ourselves for the nextwarfare.
Thenextwarfarewill not be li-
mitedtoland,maritimeandair
alone. Space, cyber and cogni-
tivewill play a very important
role."
Operation Sindoor was In-

dia’s military operation
launchedinMay2025to target
terrorist infrastructure in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir following the Pahal-
gamterrorattack thatkilled26
civilians.
On the subject of informa-

tionwarfare, General Dwivedi
said, "Withregardsto informa-
tionwarfare, victory is always
in the mind and not on the
ground. Therefore, informa-
tionwarfare is only successful
onlyifthewholenationgetsto-
gether and trusts the people
who are giving information.
And if thathappens and in the
nationwetrusteachother,Ican
assure you that wewill always
winthewar."
When asked about the pro-

cessoftheaterisation,theArmy
Chief said that it is on the right
track.

"Asofnowallthediscussions
on theaterisation have gotten
overwithin the Chiefs of Staff
committee. The complete re-
port has been submitted to the
defenceminister. It is under-
goingareviewfromthevarious
stakeholders at this stage. The
ChiefofDefenceStaffandpres-
ent three chiefs have taken a
consciousviewthatallthemajor
interestsofthethreeservicesare
met with. Whenever synergy
needs to be brought, therewill
be some giveaway by all the
threeservices.Servicechiefswill
be responsible for raise, train
and sustain functions and the-
atre commanders will be re-
sponsible for the operation or-
chestrationoftheforces.Weare
hopeful that the next set up
whichiscomingunderthenew
CDSwillbeabletotakethejour-
neyforwardandinthenexttwo
tothreeyearsweshouldbeable
to see it happening on the
groundorgettingtranslatedon
ground."
Addressing the passing out

cadets after the parade, Gen
Dwivedi said, “Theworld you
are stepping into does not

pause for introductions. The
boundary between competi-
tion and conflict has blurred.
Threatstodaydonotalwaysar-
riveinuniformoronadeclared
front. From contested gray
zones to the high-velocity hy-
brid warfare, today’s security
environment demands that
those who serve must think
sharply as they act. Operation
Sindoordemonstratedthatand
set the benchmark when na-
tional will was expressedwith
precisionandresolve,defining
howBharatrespondstoprovo-
cation. That standard nowbe-
longs toyoutouphold.”
He further said in his

speech, “The integrated re-
sponseyouwitnessed inOper-
ation Sindoor was built on
exactly the kind of foundation
NDA lays down: jointness, not
as a concept studied, but as an
instinctlivedalongsidesoldiers
of all three services from day
one. As our defense services
deepen their integrated struc-
tures, remember, irrespective
of the uniformwewear next,
you will serve shoulder to
shoulderagain--bothmenand

women.”

EagleonArms
When asked about the

droneoperationsduringthein-
teraction, theArmyChief said,
"Youmust have seen that ever
since I took over as the Army
Chief, Ihavealways said 'Eagle
on the Arms,' meaning every
jawan shouldknowhow toop-
erate a drone. Training on
drone operations is being con-
ductedinallourmilitaryacad-
emiesandinstitutions.WhenI
came here to the NDA in De-
cember, I handed over the
ArmyTrainingTeamfourtosix
large drones and simulators
afterdiscussionswiththeCom-
mandant.”
“The NDA Commandant

took the initiative further and
severalmoredroneshavebeen
inductedhere. Soacombatant
needs to have an understand-
ing of drones and counter
dronesystems.Sowhencadets
go fromhere to the battlefield,
where drones will be used ex-
tensively, the training they re-
ceive here will be critical,” he
added.

Armedforcespreparingwell forOperation
Sindoor2.0 if it takesplace:ArmyChief

Pak-backedterror
groupbusted,8held

cross-border crime and terror
network.
On Saturday, the Delhi Po-

liceSpecialCell arrestedeight
persons frommultiple cities
forallegedlinkstoBhatti’snet-
work. According to investiga-
tors, theywereplanningterror
attacks in several cities.
The arrests have once

again returned the spotlight
onBhatti.FromPakistanPun-
jab,Bhatti firstcameunderthe
scannerofPakistan’spolice in
2013, when cases involving
theft and robbery were regis-
tered against him. Several
other cases followed over the
years, including rape allega-
tions that Bhatti denied. His
name was also linked to La-
hore’s criminal underworld,
particularly with figures such
asFarrukhKhokhar,although
Bhatti has publicly described
these ties as “friendships
rather than organisational
ties”.
Around 2015, Bhatti is be-

lieved to have moved to the
UAE,wherehe saidhe owned
ascraptradingbusinessalong
with agricultural and dairy

ventures.Hiscurrent location
remains unclear, but investi-
gators believe he moves be-
tweenPakistanandGulfcoun-
tries.
Bhatti was among the so-

cial media personalities who
benefited fromTikTok’s rapid
growth in Pakistan after 2018,
building a following through
videos on religion, national-
ismandonline controversies.
He frequently commentedon
blasphemy controversies in-
volvingPakistani influencers,
including the April 2025
shootingoutsidetheresidence
of influencerRajabButt.
Oneof themore intriguing

aspects of Bhatti’s public life
has been his claimed friend-
ship with jailed Indian gang-
sterLawrenceBishnoi.Theas-
sociationbecamemorewidely
known after investigators
linkedhimtoZeeshanAkhtar,
an alleged Bishnoi aide ac-
cused in the October 2024
murder of former Maharash-
tra minister Baba Siddique.
Therelationship,however,ap-
peared to have soured over
Bishnoi’s anti-Pakistan state-

ments after thePahalgam ter-
ror attack last year.
While Bhatti’s growing so-

cial media presence had
caught theattentionof Indian
security agencies, a grenade
attackinPunjab’sJalandharin
March 2024 brought him
undersharpfocus.Theattack,
near the residence of in-
fluencer Rozer Sandhu in Ja-
landhardistrict,wasallegedly
orchestratedbyBhatti.
Over the last several

months, Indianagencieshave
maintained that Bhatti is
linkedtoPakistan’s ISIandhas
beenattemptingtoexpandhis
network in India by radicalis-
ingunemployedyouth.
More than a dozen FIRs

have been registered against

Bhatti inDelhi,UttarPradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
andUttarakhand,withtheNa-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) also registering some
cases.Manyinvokeprovisions
relating to acts endangering
the sovereignty, unity and in-
tegrity of India.
Among agencies investi-

gatingBhatti is theMaharash-
tra Anti-Terrorism Squad. On
May 13, the Maharashtra ATS
conducted raids at nearly 40
locations across the state and
questioned53individualswho
had allegedly interacted on-
line with social media ac-
counts linked to Bhatti's net-
work.
According toATSofficials,

the network identifies young
people expressing frustration
with authorities through so-
cialmedia posts.
“They are promised sol-

utions to their problems and
given inducements,” an ATS
sourcesaid. “Therecruitment
process isgradual,designedto
test the willingness of poten-
tial recruits. First, they are
given small tasks, and once
theyrealisethepersonismoti-
vated, they are put in a separ-
ate group to create law and
order problems.”

ShahzadBhatti

Vinesh: ‘Iwillbeback’

RTI activist shot
dead inPunjab,
policeprobemotive
ExpressNewsService
Jalandhar,May30

UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN
shotdeadJalandhar-basedRTI
activistandadvocateSimaran-
jit Singh near the LawGate of
LovelyProfessionalUniversity
(LPU)inPhagwaraonSaturday.
Theattack tookplacewhen

Singh had reportedly gone to
Phagwara for somework. Ac-
cording to preliminary in-
formation, the gunmenwere
allegedly lying inwaitnear the
universitygateandopenedfire
as soon as they spotted him.
Oneof thebullets struckSingh
inthehead,causinghimtocol-
lapseonthespot.
DIG Naveen Singla who

along with Kapurthala SSP
Gaurav Toora, rushed to the
spotongettingtheinformation
saidpolicefounda.32borepis-
tolandtwomobilephonesnear
Singh’s body, while a 12 bore
rifle was found in an SUV
parkednear thecrimespot.
“Evidence has been col-

lectedandeffortsareunderway

to identifyandtrace theassail-
ants. We are scanning CCTV
footage and have formed
multipleteams.Weareinvesti-
gatingthecasefromallpossible
angles,”DIGSinglasaid.
A case under relevant sec-

tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita has been registered,
theDIGadded.
Themurder has attracted

significant attention because
Singh had been actively pur-
suingseveralpublic-interestis-
sues not only in Jalandhar but
acrossPunjab.
SourcessaidSinghhadpre-

viously raised issues related to
governance, transparencyand
public accountability through
RTIapplicationsandcourtpro-
ceedings.Itisalsolearntthathe
had allegedly supplied certain
documentstotheEnforcement
Directorate(ED)inconnection
with investigations linked to
former AAPminister Sanjeev
Arora, although officials have
not commented on whether
thisaspectisbeingexaminedas
partof themurderprobe.

Moneylaundering:Court
orders framingofcharges
againstJacqueline,Sukesh
Press Trust of India
NewDelhi,May 30

ADELHIcourtonSaturdayor-
dered framing of charges
against actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez, alleged conman Su-
kesh Chandrashekhar and 15
others in a Rs 200-crore
money laundering case. The
court ordered framing of
charges against Chandrashe-
kar and 20 others for various
offences, including under the
stringent MCOCA provisions,
in another case registered by
the city police's special cell.

In twoseparateorders,Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge (ASJ)
Prashant Sharma said that
prima facie, there is sufficient
material against the
accused.
In the case registered by

the special cell and later
probed by economic offences
wing, the judgeordered fram-
ing of charges against Chan-
drashekar for personating a
public servant, extortion,
cheating, criminal intimida-
tion, criminal conspiracy,
along with IT Act provisions
andMCOCAsections.

TheBuddhaConnection
MyanmarPresidentUMinAungHlaingvisits theMahabodhi temple
inBodhGaya,Bihar, onSaturday.Hlaing, accompaniedbyahigh-
level delegation, includingCabinetministers andbusiness leaders,
arrivedhereon the first dayofhis five-dayvisit to India. PTI

FromPakistan
Punjab,Bhatti first
cameunderthe

scannerofPakistan’s
police in2013,when
cases involvingtheft
androbberywere
registeredagainst

him.

ExpressNewsService
Ahmedabad,May 30

UNIONHOMEMinister Amit
Shah has directed the district
magistrates (DMs) of border
districts to strictly monitor
and regularly report demo-
graphicchangeshappeningin
their areas.
Shah gave the directions

after chairing a reviewmeet-
ing focusing on security-re-
lated issues pertaining to
border and coastal districts of
GujaratalongtheIndia-Pakis-
tan Border, an official state-
ment issuedonSaturdaysaid.
The review meeting was

held inBhujonFriday,during
Shah's visit to the Kutch dis-
trict. The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, Deputy CM
Harsh Sanghavi, Chief Secre-
tary M K Das, DGP K L N Rao
along with other senior offi-
cials of the state apart from
DMs and Superintendents of
Police (SPs) of Kutch, Patan
and Vav-Tharad districts,
amongothers.
According to the state-

ment, themeeting focusedon
the challenges faced by the
borderareas inwhichempha-
sis was put on the active and
effective role of the state gov-
ernment, especially the DMs
andSPs.
Quoting Shah, the state-

mentsaid,“DMsinborderdis-
tricts must strictly monitor
and regularly report demo-
graphic changes. The reverse
migration taking place due to
the setting up of industrial
units in border areas is a wel-
come development. For de-

porting already settled infil-
trators,everyone–frompolice
stations to Patwaris – must
come forward collectively...
Local administrations should
prepare Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) which en-
sures identificationofalready-
settled infiltrators, drones,
andnarcotics.”
Asper thestatement,Shah

said a security coordination
group should be formed in
every district which includes
BSF, Coast Guard, Income
Tax, ED and the Lead Bank
Manager.Healsosaid that the
responsibility for implement-
ing lawsrelatedto incometax,
money laundering and cus-
toms should be of the DMs,
SPsandIGoftheborderrange.
The Union minister also

emphasised the need of
keeping strict vigil over ha-
wala transactions, financial
dealings,muleaccounts, shell
companies, suspicious ve-
hicles and GST collection in
border districts.
He also added that

agencies fighting against
economic offences should be
strictly apprised about the
border areas and the Income
Tax department should
launch amajor survey in col-
laborationwith theRBI.
Shahsaid that considering

Gujarat's proximity to the In-
ternational Maritime Bound-
ary Line, there is a need to
focus on coastal security and
effective coordination with
the Indian Coast Guard. He
added that government
schemes “should be imple-
mented100percent inborder
villages.”

Strictlymonitor&
reportdemographic
changes inborder
districts: Shah toDMs
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Manoj More 
Pune, May 30 

OF THE five persons who con-
sumed toxic liquor and are 
undergoing treatment at 
PCMC-run YCM hospital in 
Pimpri, three have been put on 
dialysis after their kidneys 
failed to function. 

The three are among the 
nine persons who were brought 
to YCM hospital in last two-
three days from Phugewadi-
Dapodi areas of Pimpri-
Chinchwad.  

All of them had consumed 
toxic liquor mixed with meth-
anol which they bought from il-
licit liquor dens operating 
brazenly in their area.  

Among the deceased are 
two brothers, Vijay and Raju 
Rathod. Their families said 
they were habitual drinkers 
and had consumed the toxic 
liquor a day before. 

''Of the nine who were 
brought to YCMH, six have 
died. Three were put on dialysis 
after their kidneys failed to 
function. When a person con-
sumes a toxic substance, his 
liver first gets affected and then 
his vital organs. Kidneys which 
filters blood gets badly affected 
and there is also the possibility 
of their function dropping dras-
tically,'' said Dr Rajendra Wable, 
Dean of YCM hospital and 
Medical College. 

Dr Wable reiterated that the 
liquor that was consumed by 
these individuals must have 
been placed with the methanol.  

''It appears that the liquor 

was poisoning with toxic ma-
terials like methanol. We have 
sent the viscera of the deceased 
for chemical analysis,'' he said. 

Almost all of them who 
were brought to YCM hospital 
suffered from blurring of vi-
sion, breathlessness, vomiting, 
drowsiness, chest pain, nausea, 
abdominal pain. The medical 
report of the hospital said they 
all indulged in ''binge alcohol 
consumption.'' 

Dr Wable said methonal is 
mixed with enthanol in hospi-
tals and used as anti-spectic. 
''When it is ingested, it is toxic 
to the body,'' he said. Police in-
vestigation  revealed that the al-
leged kingpin Yogesh Vhan-
kade had brought methanol 
from Mumbai and had mixed it 
with liquor to increase the 
quantity so that it could be sup-
plied to in Hadapsar, Dapodi, 
Phugewadi and Chatuhshrungi 
areas where the illicit liquor 
dens operate. 

Doctors said the patients 
were severely affected by the 
poisonous liquor, that some of 
them died just a few hours after 
being admitted.  

The moment they were 
brought in, all of them had to be 
admitted to the intensive care 
units of the hospitals. 

For instance, Akbar Pathan 
(48) was admitted to the inten-
sive care unit of YCM hospital 
at 6.45 am on May 28, he died at 
12.10 pm.  

Anand Nikalje (70) who was 
admitted in the hospital ICU at 
4.45 pm, died at 7.45 pm on May 
28 itself. 

Anand Desai (53), who was 
admitted in the hospital ICU at 
11.20 am, on May 28 died at 4.05 
pm. 

Akshay Avsarmal (28) who 
was admitted in hospital ICU 1 
at 10:20 pm on May 29 was de-
clared dead at 6.45 am. 

Rajesh Rajput (53) was 
brought dead at YCM hospital 
on May 28 at 2.48 pm. 

Sachin Netke (34) was also 
brought dead at YCM hospital 
at 9.50 am.  

His family members said he 
slept early and had woken up 
all sweating at midnight. ''He 
slept again and did not get up in 
the morning. He was motion-
less after which we took him to 
the hospital,'' his family told 
The Indian Express.
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(Clockwise from above) Among 
the deceased are two brothers, 
Vijay and Raju Rathod; Sachin 
Netke (34) was brought dead at 
YCM hospital at 9.50 am.  

Express News Service 
Pune, May 30 

 IN YET ANOTHER incident of 
its kind, a paper note written 
“bomb” was found in the wash-
room of a Pune-Guwahati In-
digo flight, forcing the police 
and security personnel to swing 
into action at the Pune Interna-
tional Airport on Friday morn-
ing. However, the message later 
turned out to be a hoax as no 
bomb was discovered during 
security checks. The flight got 
delayed by a couple of hours, 
police said. 

Following the incident, the 
Vimantal police station regis-
tered a First Information Report 
(FIR) against an unidentified 
person for allegedly spreading a 
bomb hoax. 

“Someone seems to have 
played a mischief. An offence 
has been registered against un-
identified accused. This is the 
third such incident reported in 
the last few months. A probe is 
on,” said senior inspector Go-
vind Jadhav of Vimantal police 
station.     

According to the police, the 
paper chit was found in the 
washroom of the Indigo flight 
around 6.45 am on Friday dur-
ing a routine check, and the  
personnel  of the airlinewere 
alerted immediately. 

Subsequently, the police and 
airport security staffers checked 
the flight thoroughly, but no-
thing suspicious was found. 

In a similar incident on 
March 29, a handwritten word 
‘bomb’ was discovered on an in-
terior wall of an IndiGo aircraft 
from Pune to Amritsar around 5 
am. The discovery triggered 
swift action from security 
agencies, airport officials, and 
ground staff, who initiated stan-
dard emergency protocols with-
out delay.  

All passengers were de-
boarded, and the aircraft was 
thoroughly checked, but no-
thing suspicious was found. The 
flight was delayed by about 
eight hours. An FIR was lodged 
at the Vimantal police station 
under sections 125, 351 (4), 353 
(1), 353 (2) of the Bharatiya Nyay 
Sanhita (BNS).  

Express News Service 
Pune, May 30 

WELLINGTON COLLEGE In-
ternational Pune recently 
hosted its inaugural Summer 
Unity Party, a vibrant celebra-
tion of diversity, inclusivity, 
and global mindedness. 

Organised collaboratively by 
the school and its parent associ-
ation, Friends of Wellington 
(FoW), the event brought to-
gether pupils, parents, and staff 
for an afternoon that reflected 
the  character of the  community.

‘Bomb’ note 
found on IndiGo 
flight turns out 
to be a hoax 

Summer party 
celebrates global 
unity at college

The flight got 
delayed by a couple 

of hours, police said.

Express News Service 
Pune, May 30 

ALLEGING THAT law and 
order in Maharashtra has com-
pletely collapsed, Maharashtra 
Congress president Harsh-
wardhan Sapkal on Saturday 
claimed that illegal payments 
are being collected and passed 
up the administrative hier-
archy, reaching the sixth floor 
of the Mantralaya. 

“The police administration 
no longer commands fear or re-
spect. Cannabis is being sold 
freely, illicit liquor dens are op-
erating unabated, and toxic 
liquor has wreaked havoc. Ma-
harashtra has around 500 
towns and 43,000 villages, and 
illegal businesses and liquor 
dens are openly operating 
across the state. It is because of 
these activities that innocent 
people lost their lives in the 
toxic liquor tragedy in Pune,” 
Sapkal said. 

Sapkal launched a sharp at-
tack on the state's Home De-
partment, which is headed by 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, alleging that it was being 
run by a ‘Pandu Havaldar’ (a 
colloquial reference to an ordi-
nary constable), resulting in 
complete lawlessness.  

He demanded that Fadna-
vis take responsibility for the 
situation and provide Maha-
rashtra with a capable full-time 
Home Minister. 

Speaking to the media at 
Tilak Bhavan in Mumbai, Sap-
kal accused the government of 
acting only after 22 people died 
in the toxic liquor tragedy in 
Pune, alleging that the crack-
down on illegal liquor units 

came too late. He further al-
leged that the Chief Minister 
had effectively altered the po-
lice force’s motto of “Sadrak-
shanaya Khalanigrahanaya” (to 
protect the good and punish 
the wicked).  

Responding to the incident, 
the chief minister vowed that 
the government would crack 
down on those responsible.

Blurred vision, failed kidneys: All 
patients had similar symptoms

Dipanita Nath 
Pune, May 30 

IT IS considered one of the 
most unusual and complex 
works in Marathi theatre. 
Scholars have made Begum 
Barve the subject of PhD re-
search, and books have been 
published on the play. It is also 
one of the reasons Pune-based 
Satish Alekar, who is a recipient 
of the Padma Shri and the San-
geet Natak Akademi Award for 
theatre (Marathi playwriting), 
is counted among India's fore-
most playwrights. 

Yet it has never been com-
mercially successful. “When 
Begum Barve was first staged in 
1979, it didn't receive a good re-
sponse. We had about 20–25 
shows. But it was never popu-
lar,” said Alekar about the play. 

Actor Gaurav Kanekar, who 
has appeared in Sony Marathi's 
Bheti Lagi Jeva, Zee Yuva's 
Aamhi Doghi and Star Pravah's 
Sahakutumb Sahaparivar, first 
encountered Begum Barve as a 
final-year student at Lalit Kala 
Kendra Gurukul, the Centre for 
Performing Arts at Savitribai 
Phule Pune University, a de-
partment that Alekar was once 
a part of. 

As he fell under the spell of 
the abstract tragicomedy, 
Kanekar decided to present the 
play during the final year of his 
postgraduate studies. His hour-
long student production, in 
which he staged only Act I of 
the play, has paved the way for 
a revival of Begum Barve, giv-
ing theatre-goers in the city a 
chance to watch the classic. 
The play will be staged at Bha-
rat Natya Mandir on June 6 

The play revolves around 
four male characters. Barve 
was once a famous female im-
personator in the era of sangeet 
natak. Now, he makes a living 
by selling incense sticks. Sham-
rao is a tonga driver who once 
owned a mare named Begum. 
Having lost strength in his legs, 

he now limps through life, de-
pendent on Barve. The duo live 
in the darkness beneath a stair-
case in a chawl. 

Nearby live the other two 
protagonists, Jawadekar and 
Bawadekar, clerks in a govern-
ment office. Jawadekar har-
bours feelings for a colleague, 
while Bawadekar is attracted to 
the Collector’s daughter. 
Neither, however, possesses the 
courage to transform these pri-
vate fantasies into reality. 

One night, Jawadekar and 
Bawadekar see Barve in his fe-
male guise and become en-
tranced. As they willingly enter 

an illusory world of fantasy and 
hallucination, the atmos-
phere grows tense, claustro-
phobic and fraught. 

“It took me more than a 
month to decode the scenes. 
Decoding the characters was 
another challenge. People 
laugh at the comic situations in 
the play, but the lasting impact 
of the writing is that it provokes 
thought,” says Kanekar.  

He has attempted to bring 
alive the confluence of fantasy, 
desire, sexuality, and the linger-
ing contrast between art and 
mediocrity that permeates 
through the play. 

Pune: In the wake of the tragic 
deaths caused by spurious 
liquor in Pune, the Maharash-
tra Pradesh Youth Congress 
staged a strong protest Saturd-
day outside the Pune District 
State Excise Department of-
fice. Youth Congress workers 
also attempted to enter the 
Excise Department office. 
However, in order to maintain 
law and order, the police inter-
vened and prevented them 
from entering the premises. 
This led to a brief period of 
tension. Nevertheless, Pune 
Police managed the situation 
effectively and ensured that 
law and order was 
maintained. The police facili-
tated a meeting between a 
Youth Congress delegation 
and Pune District State Excise 
Superintendent Atul Kanade. 
The delegation sought action 
against the illegal liquor trade. 

ENS

Youth Congress 
workers stage 
protest outside 
excise office

Doctors said that 
some of the 
patients died just 
a few hours after 
being admitted. 

‘Home Department run 
by a Pandu Havaldar’: 
Congress targets CM

For decades, Begum Barve has 
fascinated scholars, now a 
young artiste tries to revive it

A scene from Begum Barve. It was staged for the first time in 1979.
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6 Jun Ganesh Nagar, Skating RingSkating

मा.8ी.सु6नलशे7ी
%"स+ अ$भनेता

(SEASON -8)
31 मई - 7 जून

Basketball 31 May to
6 June

Basketball Ground
Shivaji Nagar

Yogasan 1 to 2
June

Suresh Bhat
Sabhagruh
Reshimbagh

Badminton
1 to 6
June Subhedar Hall

Ravi Nagar

Kabaddi 2 to 6
June

Chitanvis Park
Mahal

Table Tennis 2 to 4
June

Ganeshpeth
Ramjeevan
Choudhary Hall

Wrestling 3 rd
June

Bhawani Mata
Mandir, Pardi

Bench Press
Power Lifting

3 to 4
June

Hindu Mulinchi
Shala, Mahal

Gymnastics 3 to 4
June

Sport Complex
Koradi

3 to 6
June

Mahila
Mahavidyalaya
Nandanvan

Athletics 3 to 6
June

University Ground
Ravi Nagar

Volleyball 3 to 6
June

Raghuji Nagar
volleyball Ground

Carrom 3 to 6
June

Taluka Krida Sankul
Ahuja Nagar
North Nagpur

Handball 4 to 6
June

DSO Ground
Mankapur

Chess 4 to 6
June

Metro Hall,Airport
Station, Wardha Road

Softball 4 to 6
June

DNC, Congress
Nagar

Swimming 5 to 6
June

NIT Swimming
Pool Ambazari

Kho-Kho
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sushantKulkarni
Pune,May30

ACADETwhocrackedthena-
tionalDefenceAcademy(nDA)
entranceinhisfifthattemptand
anotherwho always strived to
be the 'good senior' to his jun-
iors, were among the medal
winnersinoverallorderofmerit
from the historic 150th course
whichpassedoutonSaturday.
All the three toppers who

have background military
schoolsaresetto jointheArmy.
The training of the 150th

course ofnDAculminated on
Saturdaywith the Passingout
Parade (PoP)held at the iconic
KhetarpalParadeGroundofthe
academy. In adisplay of preci-
sion anddiscipline, the cadets
marchedpast theQuarterdeck
flag mast with a background
scoreof theemotionalandnos-
talgicScottishtuneofAuldLang
Syne.ArmyChiefGeneralup-
endra Dwivedi, himself an
alumnusofthe65thcoursefrom
the 'Charlie Squadron',was the
reviewingofficerforthePoP.
The paradewas conducted

bynDAAdjutantLtColAvinash
Pandeyastridethehorsereliant
robin.Thiswasreliantrobin's
11th passing out parade. The
parade for which the cadets
wearingthewhitesummeruni-
formwascommandedbyAcad-
emyCadetCaptain (ACC)may-
ank Choudhary of Lima
Squadron. Theparade line-up
includedatotalof1250cadetsof
which353werefromthepassing

outcourse.
Atotalof353cadets, includ-

ing 18 female cadets and24ca-
dets from 12 friendly foreign
countriesmarched shoulder to
shouldercrossingtheAntimPag
– the symbolic last step at the
nDA.TheArmyChiefpresented
thePresident’sGold, Silver and
Bronzemedaltothefirst,second
and third in theoverall orderof
merit,respectively.
President’s Bronze medal

winnerBattalionCadetCaptain
(BCC) Sahil Sharma,whohails
fromjammu,saidhisjourneyto
thenationalDefenceAcademy
was shaped by perseverance,
familysupportandthe inspira-
tionhedrewfromhisfather,an

ex-serviceman.“myfather’sser-
viceintheArmyinspiredmeto
pursue a career in the armed
forces.When I told him about
mydream,hegotmeadmitted
to rashtriya military School
Chail,” Sharma said. Sharma
addedthatsuccessdidnotcome
easily. “I cleared thenDA en-
tranceexaminationonmyfifth
attempt. Through the four un-
successful attempts,what kept
me goingwas the unwavering
support ofmy family and the
encouragementofmymentors
fromschool.”
reflectingonhistimeatthe

academy, Sharma said, “The
three years at the nDA have
been themost challenging, de-

manding, rewarding and en-
richingyearsofmylife.Looking
back, I can only say that times
like theseandpeople like them
will never come back. Every
teacher, instructor,officer, staff
member and senior con-
tributed, directly or indirectly,
tomy success.” Sharma is now
set to join the Indianmilitary
Academy.
Winner of the President's

silver medal was Academy
Cadet Adjutant Peeyush
rautela,whosecuredfirstposi-
tion in the Science stream in
academics. rautela credits his
success to the training he re-
ceivedatSainikSchoolGhorak-
halbefore joining thenDAand

the support from the seniors
andfacultyatthenDA.
President’s Gold medal

winner Battalion Cadet Cap-
tain (BCC) rohit Kajla, who
hails from jhajjar in haryana
and studied at rashtriyamili-
tarySchoolBangalore,saidhis
schoolyearspreparedhimwell
for life in the armed forces but
the nDA shaped him into a
leader. “my school gaveme a
strong grounding inmilitary
discipline and bearing, so the
environment at the nDAwas
not entirely new tome. Even
then, the academy presented
its own set of challenges.With
theguidanceofseniorsandin-
structors, I was able to over-
comethem,andintheprocess,
I was transformed physically,
mentallyandemotionally.The
nDA taught me how toman-
age multiple responsibilities
and performunder pressure,”
he said.
Talking about his leader-

ship journey, Kajla said, “As I
movedforward,Ilearntthatbe-
forebecomingasuccessfulsen-
ior,Iwillhavetobecomeagood
senior tomy juniors. And that
is what I strived for. As Battal-
ion Cadet Captain, I was re-
sponsible for leading 504 ca-
detsandmakingameaningful
connection with each one of
them. That experiencemade
menotonlyabetterleader,but
alsoabetterperson.”Kajlasaid
hisfather,anArmyveteran,has
been his greatest inspiration
throughouthis journey.

The trainingof the landmark 150th courseofndaculminatedwith thePassingOutParadeheldat the iconic
KhetarpalParadeGroundof theacademy. a total of 353 cadetsmarchedshoulder to shoulder crossing theantimPag

wiThflyingColours

VaishnaviGujar
Pune,May30

ThouSAnDS CroSS Ghole
road in Pune every day. Stu-
dents rush towardsFergusson
College, buses move through
traffic, and office-goers pass
without a second glance or
thought to the history associ-
ated with the address. The
road quietly carries themem-
ory of a man who was far
ahead of his time:DrVishram
ramjiGhole.
Vishram Ghole was a sur-

geon in the BritishArmy, a re-
former,andacloseassociateof
social activist jyotiraoPhule.
“Dr Ghole was involved in

the movement for women’s
emancipation and the uplift-
ment of the
lower castes, es-
pecially those
whowere called
Shudras and
Atishudras,”
said Shraddha
Kumbhojkar, a
professorofhis-
toryatSavitribai
PhulePuneuniversity.
AReport of the Third Year

oftheSatyashodhakSamaj—a
social reform society founded
by jyotirao Phule—mentions
thatDrGhole servedas theor-
ganisation’s president and
worked extensively for the

educationofmargi-
nalised sections of
society.
At a time when

girls’ education
faced severe op-
position, Dr Ghole
insisted on educat-

ing his two daughters. Since
schools for girls were limited,
hesent themto theschool run
byjyotiraoPhule andhiswife
Savitribai despite social resis-
tance. his daughter Kashibai,
affectionately called ‘Bahuli’
(doll), would walk daily from

their home near the present-
dayFaraskhanaPoliceChowki
to attend school. Kashibai,
who was born in 1869, died in
1877 under tragic circum-
stances. “That little girl had
stopped somewhere on the
roadforwater,andpeoplepoi-
sonedher,” saidKumbhojkar.
Despite the devastating

loss,DrGhole refused towith-
draw from the cause of
women’s education. “he did
notstopthere.healsosenthis
other daughter, Gangubai, to

school,” said Kumbhojkar.
Gangubai laterbecamehighly
educated. Aftermarriage, she
became known as Gangubai
Khedkar and travelled to the
uS, where she delivered lec-
tures on Indianculture.
To ensure that no child

wouldhavetoaskstrangersfor
water on theway to school,Dr
Ghole built a public water
fountain known as Bahulicha
houd. At the site, he also in-
stalledastatueofasmallcurly-
haired girl in memory of his

daughter Kashibai. The foun-
tain has since been moved
fromitsoriginal locationclose
to theGhole family home and
is now kept in a corner of the
premises of the Faraskhana
Police Chowki in Shaniwar
Peth.
Apartfromhisworkinedu-

cation and social reform,
Gholealsoaddressed issuesof
farmerdistress,especiallydur-
ing the period following the
1875 Deccan riots, a localised
peasant uprising in the Poona
and Ahmednagar districts of
the Bombay Presidency di-
rected against exploitative
moneylenders.Atamajorcon-
vention of Deccan farmers
held at the Chaturshringi
grounds,hespokeaboutmod-
ern agricultural practices and
and methods that could re-
duce the hardships faced by
farmers.
“he explained how better

farming could be done using
different methods so that
farmerswouldnothavetoface
distress,”Kumbhojkar said.
Today, the road, which

stretches fromBalGandharva
rangmandir towards Fergus-
sonCollege, stands as amem-
orial to the legacy of a man
who dedicated his life to edu-
cation,socialreform,women’s
emancipation,andthewelfare
of ordinarypeople.

hiddeN
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doctorwhosememory liveson inGholeroad

Kashibai fountainwasbuilt by
DrVishramRamjiGhole topay
tribute tohisdaughterwhowas
poisoned.

Onecrackedentrance in fifth attempt,
another strived tobea ‘goodsenior’

dipanitaNath
Pune,May30

AnjAn KumAr mohanty, a
member of the Central Em-
powered Committee (CEC),
whichwasconstitutedbytheSu-
premeCourttomonitortheim-
plementation of its orders and
place cases of non-compliance
before it,visitedtheram–mula
confluence, Balewadi, Dada
Ghat andSangvi river stretches
onSaturday.
Thevisitfollowsrepresenta-

tionsmadebyPuneresidentsre-
garding their ecological con-
cerns over riverfront
developmentworks along the
mulariver.TheCEC'smandate
covers issues suchasencroach-
mentremoval,implementation
ofworkingplans,compensatory
afforestation, plantations and
other conservation-related
matters.Forestdepartmentoffi-
cials,representativesofthePune
municipal Corporation (PmC),
Pimpri Chinchwadmunicipal
Corporation (PCmC) and
membersofPuneriverrevival
(Prr), a citizens' organisation
thatworksfortherightsofrivers
and the protection of natural

ecosystems,werepresentduring
thevisit.
“Citizensandenvironmental

groupshighlightedconcernsre-
garding the loss of riparian for-
ests, disturbance towetlands
andsprings,disruptionoffaunal
corridors, debrisdumping, and
proposedtreefelling inecologi-
cally sensitive riverbankareas.
Theyhavebeentryingformany
monthstogettheseecologically
sensitive zones identified as
deemedforests,”saidaPrrspo-
kesperson.mohantyexamined
the river stretches, interacted
with officials and citizens, and
sought details on riparian veg-
etation, biodiversity andecolo-
gicalconditions.
“Weinformedhimthatmore

than 450 species have been
documentedwithinanapproxi-
mately800-metrestretchofthe
river corridor,with recordsup-
loadedtotheGlobalBiodiversity
InformationFacility(GBIF),”the
spokespersonsaid.
At a subsequent meeting

held at Van Bhavan in Pune,
Shailaja Deshpande of jeevit-
nadi,anorganisationworkingto
maintainthehealthofthecity’s
rivers, highlighted several eco-

logically sensitive hotspots
alongtheriverstretches.
“If these areas do not have

astrategyforconservationand
protection, more than 22,150
trees will be impacted. These
are not just trees but eco-
systemssurroundedbylianas,
shrubs,herbs,grasslands,wet-
landsandsprings.Theexisting
canopy contains extremely
rich riparian species across
variouslocationsalongthe44-
km river stretch within Pune
city, and these need to be pro-
tected for the city's resilience.
WehopethattheCECwill take
due cognisance of this and
help create abalancebetween
infrastructure development
and ecologically sensitive
areas,” Deshpande told The
SundayExpress.
AjayPhatak, trusteeofEcol-

ogical Society, who was also
present at the meeting, said
there is a need for criteria to
identifyriparianforestsorbuffer
zones so that they can be de-
clareddeemedforests.
“Wehave submitted adraft

document to that effect tomo-
hantyforhisreviewandfurther
discussion,”hesaid.

Themarchpastduring thePassingOutParade (POP); (right)ArmyChiefGeneralUpendraDwivediwas theReviewingOfficer for thePOPat theKhetarpal ParadeGround inKhadakwaslaonSaturday. PavanKhengre

(From left)AcademyCadetAdjutantPeeyushRautela, BattalionCadetCaptain Rohit Kajla and
BattalionCadetCaptainSahil Sharma. PavanKhengre

meet themedallists
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SupremeCourtpanelmember
inspectsPune river stretches
amidenvironmental concerns

Cadetscelebrateafter thePassingOutParade. PavanKhengre

celebrationtime
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ConoPs,wasnot consistently
enforced in 2026.and theper-
sonwhohadbuiltandoverseen
that frameworkwasgoneat the
wrong moment, leaving a
leadership vacuum in the sys-
temduring themost sensitive
phaseofexampreparation.
“We aremissing the larger

issue,”saidoneofficial,whodid
notwishtobe identified. “if the
confidential operations proto-
colswere functioning theway
theyweresupposedto, itwould
havebeenextremelydifficultfor
anybody to access, retain and
circulate complete sections of
thepaper.”
Theeducationministryand

the nTa did not respond to
emailsseekingcomment.

Twoleaks,two
differentfailures
To understand what may

havegonewrongin2026,ithelps
tofirstunderstandhowthiscon-
troversydiffersfrom2024.
TheneeT-Ug2024scandal

stemmed fromvulnerabilities
thatemergedafterthepaperhad
left the nTa system: during
printing, transportation, bank
storageandmovementtoexam-
ination centres. The leak that
year occurred in Jharkhand.
Those gapswere substantially
plugged ahead of neeT-Ug
2025throughaseriesofstringent
protocols—theConoPsat the
heart of these—introducedon
therecommendationsofahigh-
level committee headed by
former isro chief K radhak-
rishnan,constitutedinthewake
of the 2024 controversy. Four
membersofthisverycommittee
weretaskedwithoverseeingthe
implementationofConoPsfor
2025.
ConoPs have two distinct

phases. The first covers paper-
setting,whichhappensmonths
inadvance,betweenDecember
and February. The second
covers paper transportation,
closertotheexam,inapril.
in 2024, it was the second

phasethatwascompromised.in
2026,officialsnowbelieveitwas
the first— the phase thatwas
supposed tobe themost tightly
sealedofall.

InsidetheCONOPs
room
The protocols introduced

after 2024 effectively trans-
formed the paper-setting eco-
system into a sealed operation
almostidenticaltothehighlyre-
strictedsystemsusedbytheiiTs
for the Jeeadvancedexamin-
ation.
The ConoPs room itself,

wherepaperswere setwith the
helpofsubjectexpertsandchief
papersetters,wasdesignedtobe
entirely self-contained. Books,
storage facilities, a refrigerator,
microwaveandpantrywere all
provided inside, so that paper
setters, translators, vetters and
domainexpertshadnoreasonto
step out. a vestibule at the en-
trance was where team
memberswererequiredtoleave
all personal belongings —
phones, laptops, iPads, pen
drives. no electronic devices
werepermittedpast thatpoint.
Therewasnointernetaccess.
only authorised ConoPs

teammembers could enter.all
translationworkwas tobecon-
ducted on air-gapped com-
puters,physicallydisconnected
from the internet and external
networks,with file access logs
trackingeverytimeadocument
wasopened.nomaterialwasto
beleftontablesattheendofthe
day.roughsheets andworking
noteswereshreddeddaily.
eachevening,theroomwas

locked and sealed by the chief
papersetterorchiefvetter,who

alone retained the key. Team
memberswerealsobarredfrom
participatinginanyexternalac-
tivitieswhilepaper-settingoper-
ationswereunderway.
“no phones, laptops, pen

drives or external deviceswere
supposedtoentertheconfiden-
tialoperationsroom,”saidaper-
sonfamiliarwiththe2025proto-
cols. “even movement and
access inside the system was
meanttobetightlycontrolled.”
itwas inside this system, or

atleastonenominallyboundby
itsrules,thatthetranslatorsnow
accusedof the leakwerework-
ing.neeT-Ugisconductedin13
languages, which means the
english papermust be trans-
latedintoregionallanguagesbe-
fore the exam.That translation
work,consideredassensitiveas
paper-settingitself,wasrequired
to happen inside theConoPs
roomunderthesamestrictpro-
tocols.
allthreeindividualsarrested

as translatorswere involved in
translatingthepaperintomara-
thi. retiredChemistry teacher
PVKulkarni, allegedly associ-
atedwith themarathi transla-
tionprocess, is accusedof leak-
ing the Chemistry section.
Pune-based teachermanisha
Havaldar allegedly leaked the
Physics section,whilemanisha
mandhare is suspectedof leak-
ing Botany andZoology ques-
tions,accordingtotheinvestiga-
tors.notably,Kulkarniwasalso
involved in translating the

Chemistry section for the 2025
exam, the very exam the Co-
noPsweredesignedtoprotect.
“TheentirelogicofConoPs

during the paper-setting and
translationphases is thatno in-
dividualshouldbeabletofreely
access,retainormovecomplete
sectionsofthepaperoutsidethe
system,” said anofficial associ-
atedwith theexaminationpro-
cess.“ifinvestigatorsarenowal-
leging that happened with
individuals linked to different
sectionsof thepaper, thennat-
urally questions arise about
whether the safeguards devel-
opedand implemented in2025
wereenforcedwiththesamerig-
ourin2026.”

Asystemwithouta
steadyhand
Theprotocols,officialsinsist,

didnot fail on their own. some
attribute it toachange inguard
withgapsintransition.
after the 2024 controversy,

the government removednTa
chiefsubodhKumarsinghand
gave additional charge to Ps
Kharola, then servingasChair-
manandmanagingDirector of
the indiaTradePromotionor-
ganisation.Kharolaoversawthe
design and implementationof
the entireConoPs framework
for2025.Buthisextendedtenure
at thenTaexpiredonoctober
19,2025—justas thepaper-set-
ting cycle for neeT-Ug 2026
wouldhavebeengettingunder-
way.

BetweenoctoberandJanu-
ary,aperiodconsideredcrucial
for paper-setting preparation,
nTa’s additional charge was
handled by navodaya Vidya-
layasamitichairpersonrajesh
lakhani—whowas simulta-
neously serving inhisprimary
role elsewhere. a permanent
head,abhisheksingh,wasap-
pointed only amonth before
themay3exam.
The resultwas a leadership

vacuum at themost sensitive
moment. The protocols that
Kharola had built and per-
sonally championed had no
consistent owner as theywere
being applied for the first time
withouthim.
“The ConoPs of 2025 did

not smoothly translate into
2026. That is the core of the
problem,” said one official.
“These protocols are not self-
executing.Theyrequireinstitu-
tionalownership,consistenten-
forcement and leadership that
understandswhatisatstake.”
Kharola and lakhani did

not respond to requests for a
comment.

The ironyofMay3
on may 3, the education

ministry issued apress release
highlighting the elaborate
monitoringsystemsinplacefor
neeT-Ug2026.educationmin-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
visitedthenTaheadquartersto
supervise preparations, while
ministry officials monitored
examinationcentres roundthe
clockfor48hoursfromacontrol
roomatambedkarBhawan.
Withindays,however,nTa

received information suggest-
ing a possible leak in Chemis-
try. it beganwith an email. on
may7,a tip-offarrivedwithout
anyattachment, justanallega-
tion that Chemistry questions
had been leaked before the
exam. The agency tracked
downthewhistleblowerthefol-
lowingdayandobtainedaPDF
ofaguesspapercirculatingon-
line. The Chemistry questions
matched.
onmay9,thehighest levels

of governmentwere informed
of the suspected leak, around
the same time preparations

were underway for the swear-
ing-in of West Bengal’s new
chief minister. nTa and the
educationministry were told
to first confirm the suspicion,
andifverified,canceltheexam.
overmay9and10,sikarpo-

lice in rajasthan, where the
whistleblowerwas based, ver-
ified whether the guess paper
PDFhadbeencirculatedbefore
the examination. onmay 11,
theyconfirmedithad—estab-
lishing that the leak had oc-
curred beforemay 3. nTa for-
mally wrote to the ministry.
The ministry formally ap-
proached the CBi. onmay 12,
the government announced
the exam had been scrapped
and the investigation handed
over to theCBi.
officialsdefendedthedeci-

sion,sayingallowingtheresult
to stand despite evidence of a
leakwould have strengthened
what one officer called the
“paper leak economy.” “Yes,
something wrong happened.
But therewasaview that if the
examination was allowed to
continue, themessage would
go out that there are no real
consequences for the exam
mafia,”saidaseniorofficial.“if
someone has spent lakhs pro-
curing a question paper, then
the systemmust ensure there
areconsequences for that too.”

WhatComesNext
ConoPs are back in focus

ahead of theneeT-Ug re-test
scheduled for June 21. a fresh
batch of subject experts has
been brought in to set the
paper,thoughofficialsdeclined
to detail the specificmeasures
being taken.
onmay 27, a meeting was

heldwith former isro chief K
radhakrishnan, whose com-
mittee’srecommendationshad
originally shapedthe2025Co-
noPs framework.
That addresses the first leg

of the process, paper-setting.
Forthesecondleg,discussions
areunderwayonwhetherassis-
tance from the defence forces
shouldbesoughttostrengthen
the secure transportation and
storageofquestionpapersafter
printing.

lThechainaneeTpaperTravels,whereiTcanbreak

1Paper-setting (Dec-Feb):
Chief paper setters, subject

experts draft questions in special
CONOps room.

2Translation (Jan-Feb):The
Englishmaster paper is

translated into 12 regional
languagesby translators required
towork inside theCONOps room
under the same strict protocols.
This iswherethe2026breach is
believedtohaveoccurred.

3Finalisation&encryption:
Master paper& translations

are locked, encrypted and stored
withinNTA systembefore being

sent for printing.

4Printing:Questionpapers are
printed at designated,

security-cleared facilities.

5Packaging&dispatch:
papers sealed in tamper-

evident packaging, taken to
designated strong roomsat exam
cities.

6Storage instrongrooms
(April onward):papers kept

under guard in bank vaults or
designated secure locations until
examday. (The 2024breach is
believed to havehappenedduring
storage and transport)

7 Last-mile transport (Exam
day):papersmoved from

strong rooms to examcentres
under escort, arriving close to the
start of the exam.

8Distribution:Centre
superintendents receive

sealedpackets, open them in front
of candidates and invigilators.

a total of 73,106 candidates
were present at their allotted
examination centers, and their
biometricregistrationwascom-
pleted.outof these,69,341can-
didates(almost95%)completed
their examination at their re-
spectivecenters,saidthenTa.
it said theTataConsultancy

services (TCs), involvedincon-
ductingthetest,reportedatech-
nical glitch, promptingnTa to
initially revise the afternoon
session timing and allow full
compensatorytime.itaskedthe
technical service provider to
conduct a root-cause analysis
and submit its report immedi-
ately.
“We understand that 3,765

candidates whowere present
andhad completed biometric
registrationchosetoleavebefore
theexamcouldrestart.Forthese
candidates,nTawill hold a re-
scheduledexaminationasaone-
time measure,” the testing
agency said in apost onX.De-
tailsof thefreshexamination, it
said,wouldbeannounced sep-
arately.
earlier in the day, thenTa

hadannouncedthatcandidates
affectedbythedisruptionwould
begivenanotheropportunityto
appearfortheexamination.
The afternoon sessionwas

alsopushedbackbyanhour.ac-
cordingtotherevisedtiming,re-
porting andentry for the after-
noon session began from2.30
pm, while the examination
beganat4pminsteadof3pm.
ThenTasaid candidates in

themorningsessionwerebeing
given the full duration of the
paper. The agency also said it
“sincerelyregretstheinconven-
ience caused to students and
parents”.
meanwhile, TCs Ceo and

mDKKrithivasan said a brief
technicalissuecausedadelayof
around twohours in themorn-
ingshiftoftheCUeT-Ugexam-
ination. “The issue was
promptly identified and re-
solved by our technical teams
and the examinationhas since

resumedwithoutanyimpactto
the sanctity of the exam,” he
said. Krithivasan said teams
wereactivelymonitoringallsys-
tems andwould ensure seam-
lessconductofcomputer-based
tests.
atsomecentres,candidates

saidtherewasconfusiononthe
ground before the revised ar-
rangementwascommunicated.
atadarshParikshaKendra

innoidasector64,somecandi-
dates said they were asked to
leave the facility around 11 am
afterwaiting for several hours.
They said entry had begun
around 7 am, but the examin-
ationcouldnotbeginbecauseof
server-relatedissuesandtechni-
calerrors.
a CUeT candidate from

Delhi, whose examination
centrewasinnoida,saidcandi-
dates had come from several
places, including Delhi, Ha-
ryana and Jaipur to take the
examination.
“Wewereallowedentryfrom

7 am and kept waiting. There
were server-related issues and
technicalerrors.Theinvigilators
told us they were unable to
download thequestionpapers.
later,wewere told that further
communicationwouldbe inti-
matedby thenTa,” the candi-
datesaid,addingthatmanycan-
didateshadlefttheexamination
centre after being told to leave
thepremises.
The disruption caused in-

convenience to candidates and
parents, particularly thosewho
had travelled fromother states
to thedesignated examination
centres.awoman,whosedaug-
hterappearedfortheexamatthe
ionDigital Centre in sector 62,
noida,saidstudentsweremade
towaitfornearlytwo-and-a-half
hours amid uncertainty over
whethertheexaminationwould
be conducted. “initially, they
were informed that the exam
hadbeencancelled.Despitethis,
theywerenot allowed to leave
andtoldtoremainseatedinside
theclassrooms,”shesaid.

HowNEET2026breachedsafeguardsputafter2024leak Chaosafter techglitch
hitsCUET-UGexam:
Re-test for3,765

{F R o M P A g E 1 }

ExpressNewsService
Bengaluru,May30

THesoUTHWesTmonsoonis
mostlikelytomissitsdatewith
KeralaonJune1 thisyear.
Thenormalmonsoononset

date overKerala, whichmarks
thecommencementofthesea-
son over the country, is June 1
withalikelydeviationof7days.
The indianmeteorological

Department (imD) said satur-
daytheconditionswerefavour-
able for further advance of
southwest monsoon over to
southern peninsular india, in-
cludingKeralaandTamilnadu
inthecomingweek.
The met office said, “The

monsoon advance was likely
intosomemorepartsof south-
west and southeast arabian
sea, lakshadweep islands,
somepartsofKeralaandTamil
nadu, some more parts of
southwest, west-central, east-
central and northeast Bay of
Bengal and remainingparts of

southeastBayofBengalduring
thenext4 to5days.”
in2023,themonsoononset

over Kerala was realised on
June8,whereas ithadanearly
onsetbothin2024(may30)and
2025 (may 24), as per the imD
data.
on saturday, themonsoon

progressed further into some
more parts of southwest and
southeast arabian sea, lak-
shadweep islands, Comorin
area, southwest, southeast,
west-central and east-central
Bay of Bengal, and some parts
ofnortheastBayofBengal.
Thisyear,theall-indiarain-

fallduringthesouthwestmon-
soon is forecast to be below-
normal and quantitatively
remain90percentof thelong
Periodaverageof870mm(1971-
2020).
The monsoon onset over

the andaman sea and neigh-
bouring areas was realised on
may 16 this year, which was
nearlyaweekaheadofnormal.

ExpressNewsService
Lucknow,May30

aDaYafter six labourerswere
killedinUttarPradesh'sHamir-
purdistrictwhenaconcreteslab
from an under-construction
bridgeover theBetwa river col-
lapsedonthem,policeonsatur-
dayregisteredanFiragainstthe
private construction firm en-
gaged in theproject, its owner,
andasupervisor.
The Fir has been filed

against theKanpur-based con-
struction agency, m/s The
sheter, its owner Vijay Pratap
singhandsupervisornitishsa-
chan,onacomplaintfiledbyDi-
leep Kumar, deputy project
managerof theUPstateBridge
Corporationlimitedwhichhad
contracted the project to the
firm.Charges of causingdeath
bynegligence andacts endan-
gering life or personal safety of
others have been invoked
againstthem.
The complainant alleged

thatonthe interveningnightof
Thursday andFriday, a severe

high-velocity windstorm,
coupledwith the contractor’s
negligence, led to the collapse
anddamageofasegmentalspan
of the under-construction
bridge.Thesix labourerssitting
beneath the spanwere buried
underthedebris,headded.
HamirpurCircleofficerra-

jeshKamal saidnoarrestshave
beenmadesofarinthecaseand
further action will be taken
basedontheevidencegathered
duringtheinvestigation.
The800-metre-longbridge

has been under construction
since 2024and is beingbuilt to
connect mora Kandaur and
KandaurvillagesinKurarablock
ofthedistrict.
Following the incident, the

state Bridge Corporation sus-
pended assistant engineerga-
jendra Chaudharywhile a de-
partmentalinquirywasinitiated
againstDileepKumar, thedep-
utyprojectmanager.
Thedepartmenthassetupa

three-member committee to
probetheexactcauseofcollapse.

AtriMitra
&RavikBhattacharya
Kolkata,May30

in THe first seven days after
openingholdingcentres across
thestate,theWestBengaladmin-
istrationhassofarapprehended
around400allegedBangladeshi
citizensfordeportation.
according to the state ad-

ministration, the highest
numberofdetentions are from
the Basirhat police district,
where 335 alleged undocu-
mented immigrantshavebeen
detained. The detainees here
havebeenkept inTentulghati,
Pathorshati,Charghatandsub-
hashnagarfloodcentres.
apartfromBasirhat,alleged

Bangladeshi immigrants have
also been detained in malda,
murshidabad and south Di-
najpurdistricts. ithasalsobeen
learnt that the detainees are
being kept in police districts
suchasBaruipur,Barasat,Cooch
Behar, Jangipur,Krishnanagar
andBongaon.Thestateadmin-

istrationhas further tightened
security and surveillance at all
the holding centres here. ac-
cording to sources, the district
administrationsconcernedhave
alsobeengiven special instruc-
tions to ensure that the deten-
tionanddeportationprocess is
completedswiftlyandsmoothly.
sourcessaidthattheholding

centres arebeing continuously
monitoredandadditionalpolice
havebeendeployedtomaintain

lawandorderthere.
meanwhile, four labourers

from Kerala are among the
Bangladeshi immigrantswho
came to theHakimpur border
outpost onmay26. They came
hereinabidtoreturnhome,but
were sent to adetention centre
innorth24Parganasdistrict.
speaking over the phone,

motlebHossain,oneof the four
youths, said, “our biometrics
weredoneyesterday.Theytook

our fingerprints and other in-
formation.TheBsFofficialsalso
interrogatedusand tookall de-
tailsofhowweenteredindiaand
whereweworked and stayed.
Wetoldthemeverything.”
another youth, Fahimmal-

ida said they were being pro-
videdwith proper food at the
centre. “Butwewant to return
home.Wehave been told that
soon we will be sent back to
Bangladesh.” The group had
crossed into india about eight
monthsagowithhelpofatout.
“The tout who helped us

cross tookrs 7,000per head,”
saidmalida. From there, they
tookabus toKeralawhere they
worked as amason on a daily
wageofrs 1,000. “The trouble
started after polls. They (land-
lords)wantedaadhar cards to
allowus to stay.Wedidn’t have
that,sowedecidedtoreturn.an
indian toutpromiseda safe re-
turn... later, he brought us to
checkpostandsuddenlyleft.We
had given him rs 10,000 per
head,”malidaadded.

Adeportationcentresetup inMurshidabaddistrict,WestBengal. pTI

MonsoonatKerala’s
doorstepbut likely
tomiss June 1onset

0ver400allegedBangladeshimigrants
detained inholding centres acrossBengal

RavikBhattacharya
Kolkata,May30

sTaTingTHaTitwas impera-
tive to control population
growthofWestBengal,stateBJP
president samikBhattacharya
on saturday asked Chiefmin-
istersuvenduadhikaritoadopt
effective policies, including
mandatoryfamilyplanning.
sharing the stage with the

chief minister during the
launchoftheHPVvaccinedrive
in Kolkata, Bhattacharya said
familyplanningwascrucial.
During his speech, samik

Bhattacharya said, “The issue
of the growing population in
West Bengal needs to be con-
sidered with utmost impor-
tance. in the interest of build-
ingahealthy,orderlysociety, it
isimperativetoincreaseaware-
nessaboutfamilyplanningand
adopteffectivepolicies.”
“in a healthy society,

whether family planning can
bemademandatoryormaking
it a flagship programmeof the
government, and through vig-
orous awareness campaign,
populationgrowthcanbecon-
trolled,” Bhattacharya, a rajya
sabhamember, said.
“Wehavetoseewhetherwe

can ease the pressure on land
(from the rising population).
We have to see whether,
through birth control, we can
doall-arounddevelopmentfor
women.Wecanbringineduca-
tion and socio- economic de-
velopment of women. The
chiefminister will take a deci-
siononthis,”headded.
Praising the chiefminister

for having “touched the emo-
tions of the people”, Bhatta-
charya said, “Certain exemp-
larydecisionshavebeen taken
by the new government. The
state government welfare
schemes have been aligned
with the Central schemes. i
would request the chief min-
ister to shoulder the responsi-
bility of population control (in
WestBengal).”
Bhattacharya’s statement

comes amid the Centre form-
ing a five-memberHigh-level
Committee on Demographic
Change to investigate “artifi-
cial” and "unnatural" popula-
tionchangeacrossthecountry.

‘Adoptmandatory
familyplanningto
bringpopulation
undercontrol’:BJP
BengalchieftoCM

Hamirpurbridge collapse: FIRagainst
contractor firm, owner andsupervisor

Officials at the siteof thebridgecollapse,which left six labourers
deadand three injured, inHamirpurdistrict,Uttar Pradesh. FILE

TanusreeBose
Kolkata,May30

Trinamool Congress
(TmC)mPandnationalgeneral
secretary abhishek Banerjee
washeckledandeggs tossedat
him saturday evening while
visiting sonarpur tomeet the
familyofapartyworkerwhowas
allegedlyavictimofpost-pollvi-
olence.TheincidentmarkedBa-
nerjee's first public appearance
sincetheTmC'sdefeatinthere-
centWestBengalassemblyelec-
tions. The same day, theWest
BengalCiD summonedBaner-
jee,askinghimtoappearbefore
itonmonday.
Banerjee allegedly came

underattackwhileonhiswayto
meetthefamilyofsanjuKarma-
kar,aTmCworkerwhowasmur-
deredallegedlyduringpost-poll
violence.ashe entered sonar-
puronamotorcycle, protesters
allegedly attempted to assault
him.Witnessesclaimedthathe
was heckled, his shirt was
tugged, andobjects, including

bricks, shoes and eggs, were
hurledathim.
The motorcycle on which

Banerjeewastravellingwasalso
allegedlypushed to theground
amidthechaos.Protesterswere
heard chanting "Chor, chor
(thief)” slogansagainst theDia-
mondHarbourmP.
Banerjee's security person-

nel were seen attempting to
shield him from the crowd.
Wearingacrickethelmetforpro-
tection, the TmC leader con-
tinuedmoving forwarddespite
the protests. eggs were also
thrownathim,andseveralbut-

tonsonhisshirtweretornoff.
"ThisisBJP-sponsored.look

atthesituation.Wehavecometo
meet victims of post-poll viol-
ence,butthepolicearenowhere
to be seendespite repeated re-
quests,"hesaidlater.
"i willmove both theHigh

CourtandthesupremeCourtre-
gardingthisincident.inthelast
15 years, sucha thinghasnever
happened.idonotexpectsecur-
ityfromthisgovernment.over-
night, bulldozers aredeployed,
but idonotexpectprotection. i
willstandbythisfamily,”hesaid.
meanwhile, severalwomen

protesters gatheredoutside the
house, carrying brooms and
raisingslogansagainstBanerjee.
some questioned the TmC
leadership's roleduring therg
KarmedicalCollegeandHospi-
talrape-murdercase."Theypro-
tected the culprits.Wherewere
theywhen the entire country
stood in solidaritywith therg
Karvictim?"oneofthemsaid.
after the incident, Banerjee

was taken to aprivatehospital.

FormerchiefministerandTmC
chairpersonmamataBanerjee,
along with other family
members, also headed there.
Within an hour, Banerjeewas
seen leaving the hospital in a
wheelchair,accompaniedbythe
former Cm. The TmC con-
demnedthe incident througha
socialmedia post, whichma-
matashared,adding:“rulersbe-
came killers – shame on you,
BJP.”
Theattackwas condemned

bysamajwadiPartychiefakhi-
leshYadav,whosaid,“Byorches-
trating amurderous attack on
shriabhishekBanerjee ji, akey
leader of the Trinamool Con-
gressinBengal,theanarchicBJP
government in Bengal has
proventhattheBJPiscapableof
nothing but hate-filled,
negative,violentpolitics..”
Congresspresidentmallikar-

junKharge said, "strongly con-
demntheshockingattackonmP
shriabhishekBanerjee inson-
arpur, as he went tomeet the
familiesaffectedbypost-pollvi-

olence in thestate.Thedeliber-
ate lackof adequatepolicepro-
tectionforaprominentopposi-
tion leader speaks volumes
about theBJP’s politics of ven-
dettaandpersecution."
BJP state president andmP

shamik Bhattacharya con-
demned the incident while
denying any role of his party.
"Why thepolicewerenot pres-
ent, as allegedbyhim, i donot
know,”hesaid.
meanwhile, a four-member

team from theCiDwent toBa-
nerjee’sHarishmukherjeeroad
residence, only to be informed
that theDiamondHarbourmP
was not there. afterwards, he
said, “i reside in my Kalighat
road house. if they (the CiD)
want to give notice, they will
havetocomehere.”CiDofficials
who returned to the Kalighat
roadhousewere told that the
mPwasbusyandwouldnotbe
able tomeet them right away,
promptingthemtowaitforafew
hours. The reason for the sum-
monsisasyetunclear.

TMCMPAbhishekBanerjeeafter
theattack inSonarpur,South24
Parganas,Saturday. ExprEss

AbhishekgetsCIDsummons,
attackedbymobhours later

 
 

NAGPUR



MAY 31, 2026 7THE SUNDAY EXPRESS Maharashtra

Manoj More 
Pune, May 30 

AFTER MINISTERS of the rul-
ing Mahayuti failed to persuade 
Manoj Jarange-Patil to with-
draw his proposed agitation, 
the Maratha quota activist 
began his hunger strike on Sat-
urday in the scorching summer 
heat. Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, meanwhile, said his 
government was "positive" 
about the demands made by 
the Maratha community.  

On Friday, a delegation 
which comprised ministers 
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and 
Prasad Lad met Jarange-Patil 
and urged him not to proceed 
with the fast, stating that all his 
demands had been taken up. 
The ministers spent nearly two 
hours trying to convince the 
activist.  

However, Jarange-Patil re-
mained firm and began his fast 
on Saturday morning on his 
farmland. Several villagers 
from Antarwali-Sarathi and 
other nearby areas also joined 
the protest.  

Lying on a cot under the 
blazing sun, Jarange-Patil wore 
a traditional pheta (headgear) 
as he observed the fast. 

During the meeting, Vikhe 
Patil and Lad submitted a gov-
ernment draft addressing the 
activist's demands. 

“After the lathi charge at 
Antarwali-Sarathi, we saw our 
mothers and sisters lying in 
pools of blood. Do not think of 
doing that again. Do not resort 
to police lathi charges. It will be 
difficult for you in the state,” 
said Jarange-Patil, referring to 
the September 1, 2023 incident 
in which police lathi-charged 
protesters demanding Maratha 
reservation in a Jalna village. 
The incident had also 
prompted him to launch his 
first hunger strike in protest. 

Reiterating his decision to 
continue the fast, Jarange-Patil 
said, “Talk and find a solution 
through dialogue. Do not at-
tack; the Maratha community 
is peaceful.”  

Regarding Jarange-Patil's 

demand for information on 5.8 
million Kunbi records, the gov-
ernment draft stated that the 
records are available on all dis-
trict websites.  

Citizens can access them 
online, while physical copies 
will be provided if required.  

On the issue of issuing 
Kunbi caste certificates to Ma-
rathas in the Marathwada re-
gion based on the Hyderabad 
Gazette, the draft stated that 
the Divisional Commissioner 
of Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar 
has prepared a Standard Oper-
ating Procedure (SOP).  

Home visits and special 
camps will be conducted over 
the next three months, and ac-
tion will be taken against neg-
ligent officers.  

It further stated that hel-
plines would be set up at dis-
trict collectors' offices within 
eight days to assist applicants 
in searching records and ap-
plying for certificates.  

Jarange-Patil had also de-
manded the immediate is-
suance of caste validity certifi-
cates. The administration 
replied that the Divisional 
Commissioner would review 
the progress of this work every 
15 days.  

Regarding the implementa-
tion of the Satara Gazette, 
which contains the names of 
families classified under the 
Kunbi category, the state gov-
ernment claims that further ac-
tion would be taken only after 
seeking the opinion of the Ad-
vocate General.  

The activist has also de-
manded a separate ministry 
for the Maratha community.  

In response, officials said 
steps would be taken within a 
month to establish a "Maratha 
Reservation Cell".  

They also noted that finan-
cial assistance had already 

been provided to 275 of the 306 
affected families of those who 
died during the quota agita-
tion, while the remaining 31 
families would receive aid 
within 15 days.  

Jarange-Patil had also 
sought a review of the func-
tioning of village-level com-
mittees. The government 
stated that tehsildars would re-
view the work of village com-
mittees, constituted on Sep-
tember 2, 2025, every 15 days. 

It was further announced 
that the Justice Shinde Com-
mittee, a Maharashtra-ap-
pointed panel tasked with es-
tablishing the methodology for 
issuing Kunbi caste certificates 
to eligible members of the Ma-
ratha community, would be 
granted a one-year extension.  

Reacting to Jarange-Patil's 
remarks, Chief Minister Fadna-
vis said  said his government 
works positively and "does not 
make communities fight 
against each other". 
 “The government makes deci-
sions in the interest of the com-
munity. It operates within the 

bounds of the Constitution and 
court directives. We are not tak-
ing away the reservation of one 
community to give it to 
another. The OBC community 
should not fear; no injustice 
will be done to them,” he said.  

In February 2024, the Ma-
harashtra Legislature unani-
mously passed a Bill granting 
10 per cent reservation to the 
Maratha community in educa-
tion and government jobs 
under a separate category. 
However, Jarange-Patil has re-
mained firm in his demand 
that Marathas be included 
under the Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) quota.  

In September 2025, Jar-
ange-Patil went on a five-day 
hunger strike in Mumbai, 
where thousands of Marathas 
gathered in support.  

Following a series of meet-
ings Jarange-Patil ended that 
fast after a Government Resol-
ution (GR) was issued imple-
menting the Hyderabad Ga-
zette to extend Kunbi status to 
the Marathas in the Marath-
wada region.

Maratha quOta deMand

Jarange-Patil begins fast; CM: govt positive about demands
Talk and find a 
solution 

through dialogue. Do 
not attack.” 
ManOj jarange-patil  

MARATHA QUOTA ACTIVIST

The govt does 
not make 

communities fight 
against each other.” 
deVendra fadnaVis 

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER

Lying on a cot under the sun, Jarange-Patil observes a fast. EXPRESS

Vallabh Ozarkar 
Mumbai, May 30 

IN A setback to the Sharad 
Pawar-led NCP (SP), former 
minister Prajakt Tanpure, the 
nephew of senior NCP (SP) 
leader Jayant Patil, joined the 
BJP with his supporters at the 
BJP headquarters in Mum-
bai, in the presence of state 
BJP chief Ravindra Chavan, 
on Sunday.  
Party sources indicated he is 
likely to be fielded for the up-
coming Legislative Council 
elections from the Ahmedna-
gar Local Authorities’ consti-
tuency. “The decision has 
been made in light of the cur-
rent issues in my consti-
tuency. I also need to think 
about my supporters and 
their future. I fought for the 
party, but I also need to get 
support. If I join the ruling al-
liance, development work in 
the constituency will take 
place,” he said, speaking to 
reporters in Mumbai earlier. 

The move is being seen as 
politically significant given 
Tanpure’s family ties with 
Jayant Patil, one of the most 
influential leaders in the NCP 
(SP). It comes amid efforts by 
the ruling Mahayuti to ex-
pand its footprint in Opposi-
tion strongholds. 

A former minister in the 
Maha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment, Tanpure represented 
the Rahuri Assembly consti-
tuency and remains an in-
fluential leader in Ahmedna-
gar district through 
cooperative institutions and 
local political networks.  

His expected entry into 
the BJP is likely to strengthen 
the party’s position in parts 
of north Maharashtra while 
dealing a blow to the NCP 
(SP)’s district-level organisa-
tion. Speculation over Tan-
pure’s future had intensified 
in recent months after he 
maintained contact with sen-
ior BJP leaders, including 
Revenue Minister Radhak-
rishna Vikhe Patil. The buzz 
grew when he stayed away 
from actively positioning 
himself for the Rahuri As-
sembly bypoll. 

BJP sources said Tan-
pure’s induction is part of a 
broader strategy to bring in-
fluential local leaders into 
the party ahead of local body 
elections. For the NCP (SP), 
however, the departure of a 
leader closely linked to Jay-
ant Patil would be viewed as 
a symbolic and organisa-
tional loss at a time when the 
party is trying to consolidate 
its cadre after a series of de-
fections. 

With nominations for the 
June 18 Legislative Council 
elections closing on June 1, 
all eyes will now be on 
whether the BJP formally an-
nounces Tanpure as its can-
didate from Ahmednagar, a 
move that would immedi-
ately elevate his role within 
the ruling alliance.

NCP(SP) leader’s 
nephew Prajakt 
Tanpure joins BJP

The move comes 
amid Mahayuti’s 

efforts to expand its 
footprint in  

strongholds of  
the opposition 
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H. O.: ‘Lokmangal’, 1501, Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005.

The details of the properties mortgaged to the Bank and

taken possession by the Bank are as follows

Name of Borrowers

/Guarantors And Branch

Sr.

No.
Outstanding

Amount

For Bank of Maharashtra, Chief Manager & Authorized Officer.

Demand

Date

POSSESSION NOTICE (Rule -8(1) For Immovable Property)
WHEREAS, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bank of Maharashtra under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (12) readwith rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued aDemand
Notice datedmentioned on belowcolumn calling upon theBorrowers to repay the amountmentioned in the notice being and interest thereon and other chargeswithin 60
days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The noticewas sent by Regd post AD/Speed Post. The borrower and guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is
hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken of the property described herein below in exercise of powersSymbolic Possession
conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the said SARFAESIAct readwith rule 8 of the said rules
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to dealwith the property and any dealingswith the propertywill be subject to the charge of the
Bank ofMaharashtra for an amount and interest thereon.
The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-section (8) of section 13 of theAct, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets

1) Hypothecation of plant andmachinery.
2) Hypothecation of stock.
3) Collateral Security of-
1) All those piece and parcel of Land situate being and lying at village

wadura Tq. Nandgaon Khandeshwar Dist Amravati Admeasuring 0.40

hector and 1.64 hector ( Total Admeasuring 2.04 hector ) along with

shed constructed thereupon in Gat No 87/2 . Owned by – Mr. Anup

Vilasrao Fartode Bounded As- North- Field of Vilasrao Fartode, East-

Field of Rahemat Khan Haudar Khan, West- Field of Gajanan Jichkar,

South- Field of Sitaramji Kaje

12/03/20261.

25/05/2026

Rs. 33,92,604.00 /-(Rs.
Thirty Three Lakh Ninety

Two Thousand Six
Hundred Four only )plus
interest @ 12.15 %
thereon with monthly

rests w. e. f. 13/03/2026
apart from penal interest,

cost and expenses

Branch : Loni Takali Branch
1) Mr. Anup Vilasrao Fartode (Borrower)
Address: AT DHANGARKHED, Po Hiwara Bk
. Tq. Karanja Lad Dist Washim Pin 444105
2) Mr. Gajanan Rambhauji Jaware
(Guarantor)
Address - Behind Post Office, Rukmini
Nagar, Amravati-
3) Mr. Roshan Vilasrao Fartode
(Guarantor)
Address - AT DHANGARKHED, Po Hiwara Bk
.Tq. Karanja Lad Dist Washim 444105

Date of
possession
Notice

अचंल काया#लय अमरावती
दरसचंार भवन, बीएसएनएल ऑिफस, "याम चौक , अमरावतीू

Zonal office - Amravati

टेलीफोन/TELE : 0721-2671452, 2678206, 2565588
ई-मले/e-mail – legal_ama@bankofmaharashtra.bank.in

Date of

Possession

1) Hypothecation of stock-
2) All those piece and parcel of Residential Plot No. 2, area admeasuring

262.30 Sq. Mtr. Situated at S No. 14, Kharabe Layout, Chandur Railway,

Dist Amravati owned by Mr. Kishor Motilalji Gangan. Boundaries: East:

Others Layout of Mr. Banait, West: Layout Road North: Res. Mr.

Kharbade onPlot No 01, South: Property of sameowner on plot No 03
3) All those piece and parcel of Residential Plot No. 3, area admeasuring

274.50 Sq. Mtr. Situated at S No. 14, Kharabe Layout, Chandur Railway,

Dist Amravati owned by Mr. Kishor Motilalji Gangan. Boundaries: East:

Others Layout of Mr. Banait, West: Layout Road, North: Res. Property of

sameowner on plot No 02, South: Open plot No 04

11/03/20262.

27/05/2026

Rs. 4,13,17,068.00 /-

(Rupees Four Crore

Thirteen Lakh Seventeen

Thousand Sixty Eight

only) plus interest

thereon @ 8.65 % with

monthly rests w. e. f.

12.03.2026 apart from

penal interest, cost and

expenses

Branch : Jawahar Rd Branch

1) M/s Sundarmoti Trading Company Prop:
Mr. Kishor Motilalji Gangan.

Plot No. 2, Kharbade Layout, Amravati Road,
Chandur Railway, Dist-Amravati, 444904.

Guarantor/s: 2) Mr. Ghanshyam Motilalji
Gangan

Plot No. 2, Kharbade Layout, Amravati
Road, Chandur Railway, Dist-Amravati,
444904

Date of
possession
Notice

Date of

Possession

EquitableMortgage of All those piece and parcel of Flat No. 201, Second

Floor, Block No. C-2, Ram-Laxman Residency, Building Name

“Yashasvi”, Nazul Plot No. 6, Nazul Sheet No. 50, Mouje- Tarkheda,

Pragane- Badnera Tq. Dist – Amravati, 444604. Total Admeasuring area

1050 sq.ft. Bounded as- East- Flat no. 206, West- Flat no. 201 (Block

C/1), North- Passage, South –Road
CERSAI ID- 200007656563
Owned by- Mr. Kishor Dhalumalji Chabblani & Mr. Rajesh Dhalumalji

Chabblani

06/03/20263.

25/05/2026

Rs.7,04,677.00 (Rupees

Seven Lakhs Four

Thousand Six Hundred

Seventy Seven only) plus

interest thereon @ 10.15

% with monthly rests w.

e. f. 07.03.2026 apart

from penal interest, cost

and expenses

Branch : Jawahar Rd Branch

1) Mr. Kishor Dhalumalji Chhablani.

Address - 2nd Lane, Krishna Nagar, Rampuri
Camp, Amravati.

2) Mr. Rajesh Dhalumalji Chhablani.

Address- 2nd Lane, Krishna Nagar, Rampuri
Camp, Amravati.

Guarantor: 3) Mrs. Ritu Kishor Chhablani

Address - 2nd Lane, Krishna Nagar, Rampuri
Camp, Amravati.

Date of
possession
Notice

Date of

Possession

31-05-2026

J

No.2680/A/21/A,

1128/J/1038,

Rs.29,50,000/-

Place: Maharashtra

DIRECTORATE OF MINES & GEOLOGY
STEEL AND MINES DEPARTMENT,

GOVT. OF ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

Heads of Department Building, Unit-V, Pin-751001

Tel No.: 0674-2391537, Fax No.: 0674-2391684
Email ID: directormines1@orissaminerals.gov.in

corrigendum

In reference to the “Notice Inviting Tender” advertisement published in

The Indian Express on 29th May’ 2026. Kindly read Rs. 2,00,000 for Price of

Tender Document for Behera Banjipali Limestone Block mentioned in

Sr. No-8 instead of Rs. 5,00,000

PUNE METROPOLITAN REGION

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, Pune
E-Tender Notice No.06 for FY 2026-27

PMRDA invites proposals through e-tendering for Appointment of
Consultant for Comprehensive Traffic Engineering, Analysis, Survey,
Detailed Design and Detailed Project Report preparation, Bid
Document preparation and Bid process management, Construction
supervision for improvement and construction of Road Junctions within
PMRDA limits
The Tender document for this work can be downloaded from the website:
www.mahatenders.gov.in from 1st June, 2026 at 11.00 Hrs. onwards. Last
date for submission of the proposal is 16th June, 2026 upto 11.00 Hrs. The
changes if any can be available on www.mahatenders.gov.in.
This Tender Notice can also be seen on PMRDA website.

outword-EG/AK/ ´FÂF½¹F½FWXFSX/
rr-sqsv/zuz/¾FFJF-r

Date - sz/qv/sqsw

Sd/- Executive Engineer 
Engineering Division 1

Pune Metropolitan Region 
Development Authority, Pune

NAGPUR
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Akram M 
Bengaluru, May 30 

AS EXPECTED, the Karnataka 
Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) on Saturday unani-
mously elected D K Shivaku-
mar as its leader, paving the 
way for the Deputy Chief Min-
ister to be elevated to the Chief 
Minister's position. 

The CLP's move came two 
days after CM Siddaramaiah 
stepped down from his post fol-
lowing the Congress high com-
mand's directive. Veteran party 
leader Siddaramaiah, who has 
already become the longest-
serving CM of Karnataka, re-
signed as part of a power-shar-
ing agreement between him 
and Shivakumar in May 2023, 
when the party stormed to 
power by clinching the Karna-
taka Assembly polls. 

The 64-year-old Vokkaliga 
leader, Shivakumar has also 
been the state Congress presi-
dent for several years. 

Addressing media persons 
following the CLP meeting, All 
India Congress Committee 
(AICC) general secretary (or-
ganisation) K C Venugopal, ac-
companied by AICC general 
secretary in charge of Karataka 
Randeep Surjewala, said that 
the CLP had "unanimously 
authorised Congress high com-
mand to propose a leader for 
CLP. The Congress high com-

mand suggested the name of D 
K Shivakumar as the leader of 
the CLP." 

Siddaramaiah proposed the 
name of Shivakumar, which 
was seconded by G Paramesh-
wara, Venugopal said, adding 
that the new CM will take oath 
along with a new set of Cabinet 
ministers. "Everybody thought 
that this transition would cause 
trouble for the Congress party. 
Everybody anticipated that a 
big shake is going to happen in 
Congress," he said, adding that 
the transition happened 
“smoothly” as the “Congress is 
like a family”. 

"Under the guidance of 
AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and (Congress leader) 
Sonia Gandhi, smooth transi-
tion of power has happened in 
Karnataka. Therefore, now on-
wards, under the leadership of 
Shivakumar and support of 
Siddaramaiah, Congress is 
going to return to power in 
2028," Venugopal said. 

Both Venugopal and Surje-
wala were sent by the AICC 
leadership as its observers for 
the CLP meeting following 
which Shivakumar led a party 
delegation, comprising Sidda-
ramaiah and several Congress 

legislators, to meet Governor 
Thaawarchand Gehlot at the 
Lok Bhavan to stake claim to 
form his government. The 
Governor invited Shivakumar 
to take oath as the CM on June 
3 along with the new  
ministers of his cabinet. 

According to sources, the 
June 3 date was decided by Shi-
vakumar following consulta-
tions with his astrologers. Ear-
lier in the day, he also visited 
the Kadasiddeshwara Mutt of 
which he is a devotee. 

Ahead of the swearing-in 
ceremony, there are specula-
tions that up to four Deputy 
CMs may be appointed in the 
new Shivakumar ministry.  

However, the Congress 
leadership has yet to take a call 
on the issue. Shivakumar is 
also learnt to have opposed the 
appointment of the Deputy 
CMs in his ministry. 

Congress sources told The 
Indian Express that more than 
half the ministers in the out-
going Siddaramaiah Cabinet 
may be dropped to make way 
for new faces. The party is said 
to be focusing on younger legis-
lators to fill the Cabinet berths. 

Sources said that senior 
legislator K J George, who was 
energy minister in the Siddara-
maiah government is "not 
keen" to be part of the Shivaku-
mar Cabinet. He is likely to be 
elected to the Rajya Sabha in 

the upcoming elections. 
Other Congress MLAs such 

as G Parameshwara, H K Patil, 
Krishna Byre Gowda and 
Priyank Kharge are set to be 
part of the Shivakumar Cabi-
net, said sources. The new faces 
to be inducted into the Cabinet 
could include NA Haaris, Ma-
hantesh Kaujalgi, Srinivas 
Mane and Roopakala Shashid-
har, among others. 

Shivakumar is expected to 
meet Mallikarjun Kharge and 

Leader of Opposition (LoP) 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
in Delhi over the next couple of 
days to finalise his Cabinet. 
While a third of the ministerial 
berths are likely to go to Sidda-
ramaiah's loyalists, another 
third would be bagged by the 
supporters of Shivakumar, with 
the high command picking 
faces for the remaining posts, 
sources said. 

Shivakumar's elevation as 
the CM has also cleared the 
decks for appointment of a 
new Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) presi-
dent in the coming days. Sen-
ior party leader Satish 
Jarkiholi, a tribal heavyweight 
considered a front-runner for 
the KPCC president's post, is 
also learnt to have sought a 
ministerial berth. There are 
also talks that Parameshwara 
may return as the KPCC chief 
for a second party stint. 

Stage set for Shivakumar swearing-in 
as CM on June 3; rejigs on the cards

MORE THAN HALF MEMBERS IN OUTGOING SIDDARAMAIAH MINISTRY MAY BE DROPPED 

Karnataka’s outgoing CM Siddaramaiah with his successor   
D K Shivakumar and AICC general secretary (organisation)  
K C Venugopal at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Saturday.

Amrita Nayak Dutta 
New Delhi, May 30 

IN THE first official confirma-
tion of India selling the 
BrahMos missiles to Vietnam, 
Defence Secretary Rajesh 
Kumar Singh said Saturday 
that a deal has been signed with 

the southeast Asian nation for 
the supply of the missiles, ad-
ding that a similar deal with In-
donesia is in “final stages”. 

Singh, who is in Singapore 
to attend the Shangri-La Dia-
logue, made the comments in 
response to a question regard-
ing the potential buyers of the 

missile system. 
“My understanding is that 

with both Indonesia and with 
Vietnam, the deal is in the final 
stages... In fact, for Vietnam, I 
understand that it has already 
been signed, probably not pub-
licly announced, but it's al-
ready been signed,” he said. 

Signing a contract worth 
nearly 375 million dollars, The 
Philippines had become the 
first foreign buyer of the 
BrahMos missile system from 
India in 2022. In March, In-
donesia had also said that it had 
entered into an agreement with 
India to procure the BrahMos 

missile system. 
The details of the deals with 

Indonesia and Vietnam are yet 
to be made public. 

Singh said countries gen-
erally sell sophisticated 
weapon systems and platforms 
to nations they regard as 
friendly partners.

Aiswarya Raj 
Dehradun, May 30 

IT WAS at a glitzy evening event 
in February 2015 where busi-
nessman Deepak Mittal made 
his mark on Dehradun’s high so-
ciety. Around 1,200 guests, in-
cluding senior officials, attended 
the party in the city to launch 
what Mittal promised would be 
an elite and exclusive club – the 
Canyons Club, with member-
ship by invitation only and cost-
ing Rs 7.5 lakh.  

Members would need to 
have at least done their gradu-
ation, while gazetted govern-
ment officers, defence person-
nel and practising doctors 
would get a discount.  
At the end of the party, which 
featured a performance by a Bol-
lywood singer, the guests were 
sent home with gift bags carry-
ing bottles of premium cham-
pagne. Around the same time, 
Mittal, then the managing direc-
tor of Pushpanjali Realms and 
Infratech, also launched plans 
for luxurious flats tucked away 
in the foothills of the Himalayas. 
The launches and parties firmly 
established 48-year-old Mittal 
and his wife, Rakhi, also 48, as 
prominent members of Dehra-
dun’s elite. The inauguration of 
the club was scheduled for Feb-
ruary 2018, the same year flats of 
the flagship housing society, Or-
chid Park, launched by Mittal, 
were to be handed over for occu-
pation. Soon afterwards, around 
90 new buyers approached the 
firm to book a flat in Orchid Park 
— a 339-unit, eight-tower project 
— which was to come up on 
Dehradun’s Sahastradhara 
Road. The cost ranged from Rs 
46 lakh for a 1BHK to Rs 1.1 crore 
for a three-bedroom apartment.  

The dream flats, however, 
were never completed. In 2020, 
facing allegations of money 
laundering, Mittal left the 
country with his wife — she was 

arrested by the Dubai police last 
month — and their two adult 
children. When he left, the un-
finished Orchid Park project was 
already two years past its com-
pletion date. Another of his real 
estate projects in Dehradun, 
Eminent Heights, was also 
facing allegations that flats were 
sold to multiple people at the 
same time.  

The Canyons Club project 
was never officially inaugur-
ated either. 

Vivek Kumar, Additional SP 
of the Special Task Force, said, 
“We are coordinating with the 
central agencies in extradition 
proceedings.” 

To establish credibility, Mit-
tal had named several co-direc-
tors for the club, including 
prominent advocates, a senior 
staff member of an elite board-
ing school, entrepreneurs, and 
senior IPS officer Amit Sinha. 
Sinha, now a Special Principal 
Secretary in the Uttarakhand 
government, said he had joined 
as the club's director to promote 
sports in the region. 

“I was not aware of Deepak’s 
background. There were four of 
us, like-minded people, who 
wanted to get squash and tennis 
courts in the area for practice. 
When I saw that the club was not 
getting inaugurated and there 
was an unaccounted delay, I 
stepped down in 2019,” he told 
The Indian Express. 

Before the allegations gained 
steam and the Mittals fled the 
country, the couple was hobnob-

bing with film directors, bureau-
crats and other prominent 
citizens. They had multiple pro-
jects in the city. Apart from hel-
ming Pushpanjali Realms and 
Infratech and serving as a direc-
tor at Canyons Club, Mittal also 
headed Rasayana Infra Design 
and QK Hotels and Restaurants. 
Rakhi was a director at Rasayana 
and QK Hotels. The Mittals also 
own the Kanatal Resorts in 
Dehradun. 

Now, he is untraceable, while 
his wife was arrested in April by 
the Dubai police for alleged fi-
nancial irregularities while she 
was in the UAE. 

Police said that Mittal 
swindled the buyers of more 
than Rs 45 crore they had put 
into the projects, and that he si-
phoned off part of it for personal 
and other uses, leading to delays 
in the completion of the projects. 
Currently, of the nine FIRs regis-
tered against him, chargesheets 
have been filed in four, a probe is 
underway in four, and a final re-
port has been submitted in one. 
An application has also been 
filed at the National Company 
Law Tribunal to initiate the cor-
porate insolvency resolution 
process. While two of the pro-
posed eight towers in Orchid 
Park were about 70% completed, 
three of the four towers in Emi-
nent Heights were completed by 
the time FIRs were registered.  

A reward of Rs 50,000 each 
has been declared for informa-
tion leading to the couple’s ar-
rest, and an Interpol Red Corner 
Notice has been issued. Steps are 
being taken to seek Rakhi’s 
extradition from the UAE, a po-
lice statement said. According to 
the police statement, the couple 
acquired citizenship of the Re-
public of Vanuatu through its 
Citizenship by Investment pro-
gramme, which allows individ-
uals to obtain an additional citi-
zenship or passport by making 
economic contributions. 

The MD of Pushpanjali Realms 
and Infratech, Deepak Mittal 
and his wife Rakhi Mittal. 

Champagne parties to 
Interpol notice: Rise and fall 
of a Dehradun power couple

Defence Secy:  Signed deal with Vietnam for BrahMos

Date: 30.05.2026
Place: Sironcha

Name of the
Borrower/ Branch

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bank of India, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest, Act 2002 (Act no 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with
rule 3 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice on the dates mentioned against each account as stated
hereinaftercallinguponBorrowerandGuarantortorepaytheamountwithin60daysfromthedateofreceiptofthesaidnotice.
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers, Guarantor and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the Properties described herein below in exercise of power conferred on him underSymbolic
section13(4)of thesaidActreadwithRule8of thesecurity Interestenforcementrules2002onthedatementionedbelow.TheGuarantors
& Borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the below mentioned properties and any dealing
withthepropertieswillbesubjecttothechargeofBankofIndia,fortheamounts(andinterest)duethereon.
The borrower's/guarantor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,
to redeem the secured assets.

SIRONCHA BRANCH

Mr. RAJLINGU
MALLAYYA DONGRE

Amount
Outstanding

Date of
Demand
No!ce

Sd/- Authorised Officer,
Bank of India

POSSESSION NOTICE(For immovable property)
Bank of India

thZonal Ofce : Nagpur Zone, 4 Floor, Bank of India Building,
S.V. Patel Marg, Kingsway, Nagpur. | Ph : 0712-2557596, 2561173

Descrip!on of the Immovable

Property

All the piece of Land with Residential Building, situated at City

Survey No. 342/50, Plot No 29, Area 170.00 Sq Meters, Mouza

Sironcha, Tehsil Sironcha, District Gadchiroli. The Said Property

is bounded by: East: Open Land, West: Plot No. 30, North: Road,

South Plot No. 28

13.02.2026

Symbolic
Possession Date

30.05.2026

Rs 1,01,543.07

plus Uncharged

interest plus

other Charges

thereon.

Place: Nagpur, Date: 30.05.2026

The under men!oned persons are hereby informed that they have failed to pay off the liability in the loan accounts.

No!ces sent to them by Registered post have been returned undelivered, to the Bank. They are therefore requested to

pay off the liability and other charges and redeem the pledged securi!es on or before 08.06.2026 (date) failingwhich the

said securi!es will be sold by the Bank in e-auc!on at the cost of the borrower through e-auc!on website of

www.gerpegov.com/canarabank on 09.06.2026 at 12.00 to 3.00 PM or any other convenient date therea"er without

furtherno!ce, at theabsolutediscre!onof theBank.

Sr.
No.

1.

Name & Address of

Borrower

PRAKASH PANNALAL TIWARI GOLD ORNAMENT

Par!culars

AUCTION SALE NOTICE OF GOLD

Authorized Officer, Canara Bank

Regional Office Nagpur
Regional Office Nagpur- 1st Floor, Chandak Bhavan North Ambazari Road,

Shankar nagar Square, Nagpur-440010 Email: recoveryrongp@canarabank.com

BRANCH NAME

Kamptee [6319]

Loan Account
number

180191718202

Gross Weight

(in Grams)

5.10

Note: Amount Outstanding should include all liabili!es of the party under Gold Loans as well as any other loan /

credit facility.

2. GOLD ORNAMENTKamptee [6319] 180158323051 40.60PRAKASH PANNALAL TIWARI

Sale Notice For Sale of Immovable Properties

SAMD, CIRCLE OFFICE NAGPUR, KINGSWAY, NAGPUR 440010
Tel :0712-2534323, eMail Id: conagpursamd@pnb.co.in

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the
date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit
will be asmentioned in the table belowagainst the respective properties.

Name of the branch;

Name of the account;

Name & addresses of the

borrower/Guarantors

account

Description of Immovable Properties/securities

mortgaged/Owner’s name (Mortgagors of properties)

(a) Date of demand Notice u/s 13 (2)
of SARFAESI Act 2002

(b) O/S amount as on date of 13 (2)
notice

(c) Possession date u/s 13 (4) of
SARFAESI Act 2002

(d) Nature of possession
symbolic/physical/ constructive

(a) Reserve Price

(b) EMD

(c) Bid Increase
Amt.

Date/Time of
E-Auction

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Date of E-Auction: 16.06.2026 (Last date of deposit of EMD: 15.06.2026)

(a) Rs. 21,01,000.00/- Date: 16.06.2026

Time: 11:00 am to

4:00 pm

All that piece and parcel of Flat No F-6 Second Floor Vandana Apartment Built up area
58.915 SqMtr constructedonPlotNo35&36 ,out of landof surveyNo172/1, 172/3&31/5
with undivided to the extent of 50.625 Sq mtrs in the land of Mouza BallarpurNear
Gurunanakpublic School, Bamni kothari StatehighwayMoujaBallarpurDist Chandrapur in
the name of Shri Bharat Bhagwan bhatkar & Smt Jaya Bharat Bhatkar. Bounded as -
East:9 Mtrs Road, West- 6Mtrs road & Flat No F7 & F8, North- 6Mtrs road, South- Layout
PlotNo37&38

(a) 12/08/2020

(b) Rs.14,35,327.00 as on 30/06/2020 +
intt & other charges w.e.f. 01/01/2020

Chandrapur Nagpur Rd

Sh. Bharat Bhagwan Bhatkar &

Smt Jaya Bhatkar

1.

(C ) 09/03/2022

(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs. 2,10,100/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

The Undivided 0.00944% Share and Interest in all that piece and parcel of Plot No 54,
admeasuring about 2.40 Acres/Hectors, togetherwith Residential Apartment No 04,Wing
II, Block –B, comprising of total 556.72 sq ft i.e 51.74 sqmtrs, Super Built up and 449.71 sq
ft i.e 41.78 sq mtrs Built up on the Ground floor of the building named and styled as “RAI
TOWN” in KHNo158, BhumapanNo112/4,MouzaDigdoh,MouzaNo 169, PHNo6,Ward
No 1, Gram Panchayat House No 1211/1408(New No. 1408/BB/W2/04) with in the limits
of Tah Hingna Dist Nagpur in the name of Shri Jagan S Gadge.Boundaries of Plot- East-
Plots of Smruti Co-op Hsg Soc Ltd, West- Open Land, North- Plots of Smruti Co-op Hsg Soc
Ltd, South- Plotsof Smruti Co-opHsgSoc Ltd.

MIDC, Nagpur
Shri. Jagan Supchand Gadge

(Borrower), Smt Shushila Jagan
Gadge (Guarantor)

2.

Details of the encumbrances known to the secured creditors – Not known
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.

1. The auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com/

2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the
KYC documents are verified by e-auction service provider (may take 2 working days), the intending Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMDWallet by 15.06.2026
before the e-Auction Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in wallet must be completed well in advance, before auction.
3. Platform (https://baanknet.com/) for e-Auction will be provided by e-Auction service providerM/S PSB Alliance having its Registered office at 4th Floor, Metro House, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Dhobi Talao,

Near NewMarine Lines, Mumbai 400020 (Support Number: 8291220220). The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website
https://baanknet.com/ This Service Provider will also provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.
4. For details General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the followingwebsites/ webpage portal.
(a) https://baanknet.com, (b) www.pnbindia.in

5. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related to this e-Auction portal
(https://baanknet.com).

6. The Authorized Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/cancel/adjourn/discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at any time without assigning any
reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.
7. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.

8. Further any statutory dues of Central Govt/ State Govt/ Any other statutory body shall be paid by the Purchaser of IP. Bank will Not bear any types of dues Past/Present/Future.

Date: 31.05.2026, Place: Nagpur Sd/- Authorized Officer Punjab National Bank Secured Creditor

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

(a) Rs.15,00,000.00/- Date: 16.06.2026

Time: 11:00 am to

4:00 pm

(a) 30/01/2025

(b)Rs.6,41,462.40 as on 20.01.2025 +
further intt & other charges

( c ) 21/04/2025

(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs.1,50,000.00/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

All that Piece and Parcel of land and building bearing Residential House on Plot No 30
admeasuring 1550.00 sq ft, Mouza Parsodi, Survey No 76/1, in the layout of Yashodadevi
Nagar, Tah Dhamangaon Railway District Amravati, in the name of Shri Dhiraj Sureshrao
Bobade. Boundaries- East-PlotNo38,West- Road,North-PlotNo29, South- PlotNo21.

Borgaon (Dist Amrawati)
Shri Dhiraj Sureshrao Bobade
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

3. (a) Rs. 20,79,000.00/- Date: 16.06.2026

Time: 11:00 am to

4:00 pm

(a) 31/01/2025

(b) Rs. 6,80,447.22 as on 28.01.2025 +
intt & other charges.‬ (b) Rs.2,07,900.00/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

All that piece and parcel of Property i.e land& Standing Structure of Residential HouseNo.
943, on Nazul Sheet No. 3, Plot No. 212, Measuring 203.10 Sq. Mtr, (2185.35 Sq.ft) “A”
Tenure, situated at Mouza- Kandali, Tq- Achalpur, Dist. Amravati in the Name of Mrs.

Kalpana Uttamrao Ghom. Bounded as Under: East- House of Mr. Ramdas V Rawarkar,
West- Govt. Raod, North- House ofMr. VasantraoGanorkar, South- Open Plot ofMr. Ashok
Mehare.

Achalpur, Amravati
M/s Kale Ash Bricks Industries

(Borrower) Shri. Santulal
Ganesh kale (Proprietor) Mrs.
Kalpana Uttamarao Ghom
(Guarantor & Mortgagor)
Mr. Uttam Vinaykrao Ghom

(Guarantor) Mr. Ganesh Bhaiya
Kale (Guarantor)

5. (a) Rs. 11,91,000.00/- Date: 16.06.2026

Time: 11:00 am to

4:00 pm

(a) 17/01/2024

(b) Rs.39,83,255.30 as on 31/12/2023 +
intt & Other Charges W.e.f 01/01/2024

( c ) 02/05/2024

(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs.1,19,100/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

All that piece & parcel of land & building i.e. Residential House bearing Plot No 37,
containing by admeasurement 136.00 SqMtrs ( 1464 Sq Ft ) being a portion of entire land
bearing Gat No 253/38 of Mouza Parsodi in Tehsil & Dist Bhandara. Bounded as - East: 9
Mtrswide road,West: PlotNo34,North: PlotNo38, South: PlotNo36.
Owner- Sh. ShekharsinghPawar&Smt.DarshanaPawar

Kamla Nehru, Nagpur
Sh. Shekharsingh Subhashsingh
Pawar ( Borrower / Mortgagor)
Smt. Darshana Shekharsingh

Pawar ( Co-Borrower /
Mortgagor)

4. (a) Rs. 23,19,000.00/- Date: 16.06.2026

Time: 11:00 am to

4:00 pm

(a) 09/12/2024

(b) Rs.16,40,584.25 as on 30/11/2024 +
intt & other charges w.e.f. 01/12/2024

( c ) 10/03/2025

(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs.2,31,900.00/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

( c ) 18/06/2025

(d) SYMBOLIC

The undivided 16.66% share and interest in all that piece and parcel of land bearing Plot
No. 98 out of the layout of Jai Durga Co-operative Housing Society, Nagpur, Containing by
admeasurement 3032.76 Sq.Ft (281.75 Sq. Mtr) being a portion of entire land bearing Kh
No. 30/1 and 30/2 of Mouza- Zingabai Takli, PH No. 11, bearing Corporation House No.
525/98, city survey No. 36, Sheet No. 33, together with the entire R.C.C superstructure
comprisingApartmentNo. 301, coveringa superbuilt-upareaof 83.61Sq.Mtrs, alongwith
Garden/Terrace area of 66.42 Sq. mtr on the Third Floor of a Building constructed thereon
and known and Styled as “Vaishali Apartments” situated at Zingabai Takali, Nagpur, within
the limits of the Nagpur Municipal Corporation ward No. 61, Tahsil & Dist. Nagpur.
Bounded asUnder: East: Plot No. 74,West: 7.50Mtrswide Road, North: Kh. No. 28, South:
PlotNo. 97.Owner: Smt. ElsammaW/oM.M.Thampy

Branch: Lakadganj, Nagpur
Shri. Sebestian S/o Milon

Muttahil Thampy
(Borrower/Mortgagor)

Address: Flat No. 301, Vaishali
Apartment, Plot No. 98, Jai
Durga Layout, Godhani Road,
Zingabai Takli, Nagpur- 440030

6. (a) Rs. 26,00,000/- Date: 16.06.2026

Time: 11:00 am to

4:00 pm

A) 06.07.2024

(b) Rs. 15,74,579.24 + further interest &
Other Charges w.e.f. 01.07.2024

( c ) 30.09.2024

(d) SYMBOLIC

(b) Rs. 2,60,000/-

(c) Rs. 10,000/-

W$e#l(l( qualified (abroad)
B’ful (Hindu) girl 35
yrs:1990/5’5”, father
cardiologist , seeks
qualified groom ,
preferred NRIs:
US/Canada /Europe .
Caste no bar . Contact
9266863038

0050290466-1

GENERAL

P)B* BR SR match for 79
Born Never married Girl
5’2” fair, slim IT
Professional Divorce
not apply #8558031749

0050290436-1

BRAHMIN

GROOMS WANTED

M"a&t!c%h+ for punjabi smart
Ph.D.Engineering boy
5’10” September 1994
Assistant Professor
Government University
Chandigarh Contact
8295141777 . 

0050290467-1

OTHERS

S'M" 4 for Punjabi Sr .
Brahmin Sr. Software
Engineer Veg B.Tech boy
28/5’-8’’ working in MNC
at Gurgaon . Whatsapp
-9041639834

0050290405-1

BRAHMIN

BRIDE WANTED

MATRIMONIAL

SMALL ADVT.   

BIG RESPONSE 

-Contact- 

0712-2236897

0712-2236873

NAGPUR



NAGPUR

SUMMONS/PAPER PUBLICATION

Ο.Α. No. 503/2018 F.F. 22/06/2026

CANARA BANK -V/S - SHRI ASHOK S/O SHRIPRAKASH GAUD

D-1) Shri Ashok S/o Shriprakash Gaud,

Propritor of M/s A. G. Engineering Industries,

R/o Plot No 59, Shri Gajanan Prerna Nagar, Near Akar Nagar, Nagpur

REGISTRAR

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, NAGPURSeal

IN THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL AT C.G.O, COMPLEX,
BLOCK B, 2nd FLOOR, SEMINARY HILLS, NAGPUR.

1. WHEREAS the above named applicant / appellant has filed the above referred

applica"on /appeal in this Tribunal.

2. WHEREAS the service of Summons / No"ce could not be effected in the ordinary

manner and whereas the applica"on for subs"tuted service has been allowed by

this Tribunal.

3. You are directed to appear before this Tribunal in person or through an Advocate

and file Wri!en Statement / Reply Say on 22/06/2026 at 10.30 am and show cause

as to why reliefs prayed for should not be granted.

4. Take no"ce that in case of default, the Applica"on / Appeal shall be heard and

decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal on this 13th day of May 2026, at

Nagpur.

TO,

Defendants

Whereas, The undersigned being the authorised officer of the Indian Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets 
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 8 and 9 of 
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated mentioned on below column calling upon the borrower to 
repay the amount mentioned in the notice being and interest thereon at contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till date of 
payment within 60 days from-the date of receipt of the said notice. 
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has 
taken  possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Sub-Section 13(4) of the said Act 
read with rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002. 
The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will 
be subject to the charge of the Indian Bank for an amount and interest thereon.

ZONAL OFFICE NAGPUR
PALM ROAD NEAR RBI, CIVIL LINES NAGPUR-440001

E-Mail zonagpur@indianbank.co.in   |   Phone-0712-2521113

POSSESSION NOTICEAPPENDIX IV [Rule 8(1)]

AUTHORISED OFFICER
INDIAN BANK

Date : 27/05/2026
Place : Nagpur

Name of Borrower’s / 
Guarantors &  Mortgagors / 

Branch Name

Description of the 
Immovable Properties

Date of 
Demand 
Notice 

Demand 
Notice Amount 

O/s. (Rs.)

Date of 
Possession 

1.  Mr. Ayaz Ahmad Shaikh 
(Borrower/Mortgager)

2.  Mrs.Sahbnam Naj  Ayaz Ahmad 
Sheikh (Co-Borrower) 

3.  Mr. Javed Akhtar Shaikh 
(Guarantor)

All that piece and parcel of Plot No. 366, 
admeasuring 78.96 sq. mt. (850 sq ft) [Northern 
South Part] in Central Avenue Scheme Section 3 
Basti Precinct Nagpur, City Survey no. 294, Sheet No. 
307/213, Mauja Nagpur, Ward No. 23, Garoba Maidan, 
Babulban within the the limits of NIT & NMC Nagpur. 
The same is bounded as under: -On East: Plot No. 
367, On West: Plot No. 365, On North: Plot No. 305, On 
South: Road.

27/05/202623/03/2026

plus expenses cost 
& future interest 
from 05.01.2026

Rs. 19,86,298/-
(Rupees Nineteen 

Lakh Eighty-Six 
Thousand Two 
Hundred and 

Ninety-Eight Only)
BRANCH  -  

DESHPANDE LAYOUT NAGPUR 
(Previously Wardhaman Nagar 

Branch)

MAY 31, 2026 9THE SUNDAY EXPRESS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER
LT COL RANJIT SINGH PAWAR, SM

(13 FEB 1978 – 31 MAY 2016)

IC-59142P Lt Col Ranjit Singh Pawar, Sena Medal
(Posthumous) displayed exceptional courage,
outstanding leadership and unwavering devotion to
duty while leading firefighting operations at CAD
Pulgaon in May 2016. Leading from the front under
extremely hazardous conditions, he ensured effective

containment measures and motivated his men with remarkable
composure and determination despite grave danger. The officer
displayed exemplary bravery, exceptional courage and leadership of the
highest order spearheading the critical operations of preventing the
further spread of fire which otherwise could have led to unimaginable
loss of life & property, making the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
For his gallant act and selfless devotion to duty, he was awarded the
“Sena Medal” (Gallantry) posthumously. Lt Col Ranjit Singh Pawar will
always be remembered with pride and deep respect by all ranks of the
Army Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and extraordinary act
of bravery.
Director General of Ordnance Service & Colonel Commandant

and all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps

MAJ KRISHNAN MANOJ KUMAR, SM
(19 AUG 1974 - 31 MAY 2016)

IC-64501F Maj Krishnan Manoj Kumar, Sena Medal
(Posthumous) was posted as Fire Master and
Installation Security Officer at Central Ammunition
Depot (CAD). On the fateful day, the officer led from
the front, displaying exceptional courage, composure
and determination while motivating his men in the
face of grave danger. He led the critical firefighting

operations to contain and prevent the further spread of fire, thereby
averting a potentially catastrophic loss of life and property. His swift
decision-making, resolute leadership, and effective execution of
containment measures ensured successful management of the crisis
under highly challenging circumstances. In the true traditions of the
Indian Army, Maj Krishnan Manoj Kumar displayed exemplary bravery,
courage and leadership of highest order and made the supreme
sacrifice and was awarded “Sena Medal” (Gallantry). Maj Krishnan
Manoj Kumar will always be remembered with pride and deep respect
by all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and
extraordinary act of bravery.
Director General of Ordnance Service & Colonel Commandant

and all ranks of the Army Ordnance Corps

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its

gallant Jawans on their Balidan Diwas.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Sub Inspector Ishwar

Singh and Constable Nitin Musale of 45 Bn, who made the supreme

sacrifice while bravely combating Maoists during a cordon and search

operation in village Belahi, district West Champaran, Bihar on 31 May

2005. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their

sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn

tribute to Constable Ramphal of 38

Battalion, who made the supreme

sacrifice while managing a violent mob in

West Bengal on 31 May 1984. CRPF

salutes the braveheart and pledges never

to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Constable M. S. Gani

and Constable V. K. Reddy of 2 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice

while bravely combating insurgents during an attack on their CRPF in

South Tripura on 31 May 2001. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and

pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to eight bravehearts of 9
Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice in a fierce encounter with hostile
underground elements in the Tajo/Heta area of Chiyang, Arunachal
Pradesh on 31 May 1963. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges
never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

CONSTABLE/
TRADESMAN

SUNNY
AVTAR

43 BN BSF
05.10.1975 –
31.05.2004

CT BIDYUT

KUMAR DAS

123 BN BSF

16.08.1965 –

31.05.2001

LANCE NAIK

PURAN SINGH

17 BN BSF

28.05.1956

– 31.05.1989

CONSTABLE

LAL SINGH

60 BN BSF

02.02.1980

– 31.05.2002

Veer Balidani

Constable

Shri Krishna

9 Bn

10-05-1942 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Constable

Baldev Raj

9 Bn

15-04-1943 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Lance Naik

Roshan Lal

9 Bn

26-08-1926 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Constable

Tara Singh

9 Bn

05-08-1942 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Constable

Jograj

9 Bn

Veer Balidani

Constable

Kalu Ram

9 Bn

20-03-1939 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Constable

Joginder Singh

9 Bn

28-07-1924 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Constable

Daan Singh

9 Bn

24-03-1931 To

31-05-1963

Veer Balidani

Constable

Ramphal

38 Bn

02-11-1954 To

31-05-1984

Veer Balidani

Sub Inspector

Ishwar Singh

45 Bn

08-04-1950 To

31-05-2005

Veer Balidani

Constable

Nitin Musale

45 Bn

01-06-1982 To

31-05-2005

Veer Balidani

Constable

M. S. Gani

2 Bn

04-01-1951 To

31-05-2001

Veer Balidani

Constable

V. K. Reddy

90 Bn

10-07-1977 To

31-05-2001

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OFTHE CHIEFCONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURALWORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH
AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address-serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com

No. Tender Online -RWCCESNG- 09 of 2026-27, Letter No 3071 Dtd.25/05/2026

e-Procurement NOTICE

25001/273/2627

1. Type of the Work: : Roads (MMSY)

2. Class of Contractor: : As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure

3. Time of Completion: : As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure

4. Detail Projects: : As per Annexure attached

5. Estimated Cost : As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure

6. Other details: :

Procurement

Officer

Bid

Identification

No.

Availability of Tender

on-line for bidding

Last Date &

Time of

Seeking Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of

opening of tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Chief Construction Engineer, Rural

Works Circle, Sundargarh

RWCCESNG-

09 of 2026-27

03.06.2026

11:00 AM

23.06.2026

5:00 PM

22.06.2026

5:00 PM

24.06.2026

11:00 AM

Will be
intimated
separately

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, SundargarhOIPR- 25001/25133/1/26-27/0011

Extracts of Financial Results
for the quarter and year ended 31st March, 2026

(Regulation 52 (8), read with Regulation 52 (4), of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015)

U. P. POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
Shakti Bhawan, 14-Ashok Marg, Lucknow

CIN: U32201UP1999SGC024928, website: www.uppcl.org

S.

No. Particulars

Standalone Consolidated

Quarter ended Year ended Year ended

31st Mar, 2026

Un-audited

31st Dec, 2025

Un-audited

31st Mar, 2025

Un-audited

31st Mar, 2026

Audited

31st Mar, 2025

Audited

31st Mar, 2026

Audited

31st Mar, 2025

Audited

1 Total Income from Operations 22,871.29 16,010.34 16,823.39 84,438.18 79,990.80 108,219.50 102,971.92

2 Net Profit/(loss) for the period (before Tax, Exceptional and/or

Extraordinary items)

(2,839.72) 429.41 (1,489.24) (8,714.86) (10,903.64) (7,423.97) (12,715.09)

3 Net Profit/ (loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional and/or

Extraordinary items)

(2,852.15) 429.41 (1,500.84) (8,727.29) (10,915.24) (7,563.94) (12,845.78)

4 Net Profit/ (loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional and/or

Extraordinary items)

(2,852.15) 429.41 (1,500.84) (8,727.29) (10,915.24) (7,563.94) (12,845.78)

5 Total comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit/(Loss)

for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax))

(2,846.63) 428.74 (1,502.38) (8,723.79) (10,917.93) (7,456.14) (12,870.70)

6 Paid up Equity Share capital (Face value of `1000/- per share) 157,334.80 153,628.90 146,238.51 157,334.80 146,238.51 157,334.80 146,238.51

7 Other Equity (117,023.83) (114,242.32) (109,996.26) (117,023.83) (109,996.26) (101,809.83) (97,024.47)

8 Securities Premium Account NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

9 Net worth 37,160.93 35,565.40 34,052.17 37,160.93 34,052.17 30,234.48 25,858.07

10 Outstanding Debt 48,091.86 50,542.96 53,919.11 48,091.86 53,919.11 54,671.37 61,494.00

11 Outstanding redeemable preference shares NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

12 Debt Equity Ratio 1.29 1.42 1.58 1.29 1.58 1.81 2.38

13 Earning per share (of 1000/- each)

(for continuing and discontinued operations)

Basic

Diluted

(18.31)

(18.31)

2.83

2.77

(10.42)

(10.42)

(57.81)

(57.81)

(78.87)

(78.87)

(49.41)

(49.41)

(92.97)

(92.97)

14 Capital Redemption Reserves NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

15 Debenture Redemption Reserves NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

16 Debt Service Coverage Ratio (0.0007) 0.0002 (0.0137) (0.004) (0.005) 0.38 0.36

17 Interest Service Coverage Ratio (2.37) 0.33 (1.08) (1.68) (1.90) (0.16) (0.83)

Note 1 The above results have been reviewed by the audit committee of the Board of Directors in the meeting held on 30th May, 2026 and approved by

the Board of Directors in their meeting held on the same day.

Note 2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange (BSE Limited) under Regulation 52

of SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. The detailed format is available on the website of BSE Limited and the company's website at www.uppcl.org

Note 3 Additional information/other line items persuant to Regulation 52(4) of the SEBI (LODR) 2015, have been disclosed in the detailed Quarterly

Financial Results filed with the stock exchange (BSE Limited) and can be accessed on the website of BSE Limited and the company's website

www.uppcl.org

Note 4 The figures/ratios for the previous periods have been restated, regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary to conform to current period

classification.

For & on behalf of the Board of Directors

Sd/-

Date: 30th May, 2026 (Nitin Nijhawan)

Place: Lucknow Compliance Officer

ÀfÔ£¹ff 07 þ.Àf./´ffIYfd»f./ dQ³ffÔIY 30/05/2024

Place: Nagpur,  Date : 31/05/2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer, (Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd.)

In exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (4) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (herein after 

referred to as "SARFAESI Act") and Rule 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (Hereinafter Referred to as "Rules") for the purpose of recovering the secured 

debts, the authorized officer of the secured creditor M/s Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as "MRHFL") has decided to sell the secured asset 

(immoveable property), the  of which had been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Secured Creditor under S. 13 (4) of SARFAESI Act, described herein below on  possession

"AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IT IS BASIS" and the public and all concemed including the concemed borrowers/mortgagors, their representatives, as the case may be 

are hereby informed that the secured asset listed below will be sold by Auction through the for which the particulars are furnished hereunder.-

MAHINDRA RURAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD. 
Corporate Office:- Agastya Corporate Park, Piramal, Amiti Building, Unit No. 203, 2nd Floor, B Wing, Sunder Bung, Kurla West, Mumbai  Mahrashtra 400 070 India.CIN – 

U65922MH2007PLC169791   Regional Office:- At  Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ldt   Patil Complex, Ganeshpeth, Near main bus stand Nagpur – 440018  

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR AUCTION - CUM - SALE NOTICE 

1  EMD is 01-07-2026 & 04-07-2026 Time till 4.30 PM.Last date of submission of sealed offers as well as online in the prescribed tender forms along with  at the branch office 

address mentioned herein above. Tenders that are not filled up properly or tenders received beyond last date will be considered as invalid tender and shall accordingly be 

rejected. No interest shall be paid on the EMD.  The detail terms and conditions of the auction sale are incorporated in the prescribed tender form. Tender forms are available 2.

on  well as above branch office.  All the intending bidders are required to register their name in the Web Portal mentioned above in free of www.mahindrahomefinance.com 3.

cost of their own to submit their bid as per the prescribed format along with EMD by way of Demand Draft in favour of 'Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Limited" and KYC in a 

sealed envelope at the branch office mentioned herein above as well as upload online to participate in the Auction on the date and time aforesaid. For any enquiry the 

prospective bidders may contact MRHFL A thorised Officer on the above mentioned Branch Office Address & on the above mentioned Mob. No.  Further interest will be u 4.

charged as applicable, as per the Loan Agreement on the amount outstanding in the notice and incidental expenses, costs, etc., is due and payable till its realization.  The 5.

notice is hereby given to the Borrower and Guarantor, to remain present personally at the time of sale and they can bring the intending buyers/purchasers for purchasing the 

immovable property as described herein above, as per the particulars of Terms and Conditions of Sale.  The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) are hereby given 6. 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE 

UNDER SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 to pay the sum mentioned as above before the date of Auction failing which the immovable property will be 

auctioned and balance, if any, will be recovered with interest and costs. If the Borrower pays the amount due to Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd., in full before the date of 

sale, auction is liable to be stopped.  The immovable property will be sold to the highest tenderer. However, the undersigned reserves the absolute discretion to allow inter se 7.

bidding, if deemed necessary.  Company is not responsible for any liabilities upon the property which is not in the knowledge of the company. For further details, contact the 8.

Branch Manager, at the above mentioned Branch office address

Name Of Borrowers/Co-

Borrowers/Guarantors/Mortgagers 
Description Of Property 

Reserve Price/ 
EMD/Bid 

Increase Amount 

Property 
Inspection 

Date & Time 

Date & Amount 
Of 13(2) 

Demand Notice 

Sr. No. Location Branch Address

1.

Contact 
Person

Date & Time Of 
Auction & Time 

Fin- 1491519 & 1720788 - MR NAGENDRA GOMARAO 

ATHANKAR,VIMLESH NAGENDRA ATHANKAR BOTH 

R/O- FALT NO 101 KALYANI VATIKA APPARTMENT 

BABULKHEDA PARVATI NAGAR OPPOSITE JIVAN 

SCHOOL NAGPUR PIN CODE - 440027- 
AGREEMENT NO- XSEMNAG01122281. & AGREEMENT 

NO -XNHLSAQ000001720788.

ALL That part and Parcel of the property- West 
part of Plot No 42, Mouja Babulkheda, PH No. 
39, Bandobast No. 278, Circle No. 2, Sheet No. 
41, CTS No. 5730, Kh.No. 54/1, NMC House No. 
1410, Ward No. 8, Parvati Nagar, Nagpur-
440027,  FOUR BOUDRIES -East- reamaing 
portion of Plot no 42, West-  20,ft Road ,North- 
20 ft Road ,South -Plot no -43

Reserve Price

Rs. 35,68,000/-
01 July 2026  

Between 11:00 
AM to 5:00 PM 

12/09/2024

Rs. 1502097.93 
&  Rs. 

1542967.18

 BIA

 Rs.20,000/-
02-July-2026  
time at 10:00 

AM to 04.00 PM

Possession
Date

05/01/2026

EMD

Rs. 356800/- 

Ms.Sonali 

Telang Mob- 

9637405736

Nagpur At  Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ldt   Patil Complex, Ganeshpeth, Near main bus stand Nagpur – 440018

 Fin- 1633715  & - 1622295 - SHYAM PRAKASH 

TEVRE,SHRUTIKA DIGAMBER GAURKAR, R/O - SHRI 

RAMA VISHNU WARD NEAR VISHAL KIRANA 

SHAHALANGADI ROAD, HINGHAGAHT DIST -WARDHA 

442301 ( XNHLWRD01195940 ) & 

(XSEMWRD01189869)\

ALL That piece and parcel of the land with 
construcation thereon,H.N 163,BLOCK NO 14, 
Mauza Hinghanghat, mauza no 188 PH. NO-06, 
Sheet no  14 & 15 city, survey No 1816/9A. Tah- 
Hinganghat Dist- Wardha total Plot - area 59.80 
Sq.Ft and Build up area 100.13 Sq.Ft - four 
boundires East- House of shri.Gajanan 
Devtade,West- house of shri Manoharlal Gupta , 
South- Common Road, North- Vacant Plot

Reserve Price

Rs. 1907000/-
06-02-2025

Rs. 568104.69  
& 

Rs.1426194.78

 BIA

Rs.20,000/-

Possession
Date

27-02-2026

EMD

Rs. 190700/-

Ms.Sonali 

Telang Mob- 

9637405736 
Date & Time Of 
Auction & Time 

04 July 2026  
Between 11:00 
AM to 5:00 PM 

06 July, 2026  
time at 10:00 

AM to 04.00 PM

Specification of properties

Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal on this date : 20/05/2026.

SEAL
Sd./- 

(Shrihari Shashikant Pargaonkar)
Recovery Officer-I

Debts Recovery Tribunal Nagpur.

1] "All that piece and parcel of agricultural land bearing Survey No.11/1; admeasuring 
1.76 Hectares (about 4.3472 Acres); Land Revenue Rs.5.20; Occupancy Class-l; 
Patwari Halka No.79; situated at Mouza-Asola: Taluka-Hingna; District-Nagpur, 
along with entire structures, Well, all kinds of trees, shrubs, Plants, Crops, yield, 
passage rights, Right of pathways and all other easementary rights, water 
courses, and all other rights appurtenant and belonging therein, and which said 
land is bounded as under East-S.No. 10, West-S.No. 12, North-S.No.52, South-Nallah 
and S.No. 10.

2] "All that piece and parcel of agricultural land bearing Survey No.11/2: admeasuring 
1.75 Hectares (about 4.3225 Acres): Land Revenue Rs.5.30: Occupancy Class-l; 
Patwari Halka No.79; situated at Mouza-Asola: Taluka-Hingna; District-Nagpur, 
along with entire structures, Well, all kinds of trees, shrubs, Plants, Crops, yield, 
passage rights, Right of pathways and all other easementary rights, water courses, 
and all other rights appurtenant and belonging therein, and which said land is 
bounded as under: East-S.No.10, West-S.No. 12, North-S.No. 11/1, South-Nallah.

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER-I
 DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL NAGPUR

B' Block, 2nd Floor, CGO Complex, Seminary Hills, Nagpur- 440006

BANK OF BARODA
PRATAP NAGAR BRANCH, NAGPUR

Versus 
M/S REETH AGENCIES & OTHERS

NOTICE FOR SETTLING A SALE PROCLAMATION UNDER RULE 53 OF THE 
SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961 READ WITH THE 

RECOVERY OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993.

Whereas you were ordered by the Hon’ble Presiding Officer of DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL 
NAGPUR who had issued the Recovery Certificate dated / /201  in OA/ /201  to pay 11 02 9 95 6
to the Applicant Bank(s)/Financial Institution(s); Bank Of Baroda, the sum of 
Rs.27,70,953/- (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakhs Seventy Thousands Nine Hundred Fifty 
Three Only) along with pendentellite and future interest Simple (Yearly) @ 9% p.a. w.e.f. 
08/02/2016 till full realization and costs of Rs  42,650/- (Rupees Forty Two Thousands Six .
Hundred Fifty Only), and whereas the said amount has not been paid, the undersigned 
has ordered the sale of undermentioned Immoveable properties which are Attached as 
per Order  of Attachment dt. 06.04.2026.
2. You are hereby informed that the 09/07/2026 at 10.30 A.M. has been fixed for 
drawing up the proclamation of sale and settling the terms thereof. You are 
requested to bring to the notice of the undersigned any encumbrances, charges, 
claims or liabilities attached to the said properties or any portion thereof.

(CD1)  M/s Reeth Agencies ( A Propriertorship Concern)
 Shri Harshwardhan S/o. Sudarshan Verma
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Opinion

POPE LEO’s ode to human great-
ness,themagnificentlytitleddocu-
ment, “Magnifica Humanitas”,
raisesthemostprofoundlyrattling

question on everyone’sminds: in an opti-
misation-oriented society, what happens
whenweareinferiortothetechnologieswe
havecreated?work,stressesthePope,isnot
justaboutincome.Itisa“requirementofthe
human condition, a normal path toward
maturity,developmentandpersonalfulfill-
ment”.Dwellingonthefutureofworkisde-
pressing aswe readdaily thataI is dimin-
ishingopportunities not just in entry-level
jobs, but altering careers in investment
bankingandlaw.and,thefinalscopeofaI’s
displacementisanybody’sguess.
LikethePope,wehaveallbeenraisedto

believediligenceandperseveranceisavir-
tue. the traditional beaten road to a suc-
cessful lifehasbeenscoringwell inschool,
college,aspecialisationifyou’relucky,then
astablecareerforthenextseveraldecades.

there’s the thought deeply rooted in his-
tory that a person who doesn’t work full
timemaybemorallysuspect.(anidlemind
is the devil’s workshop.) Even the Bible
warned, “Hewho does not work, neither
shall he eat.” throughout the ages but es-
pecially in the last hundred years, our self
worth is inextricably tiedupwithproduc-
tivity and success. the first question any-
oneasksataparty is,whatdoyoudo?the
rightanswerraisesone’sstature.Butwe’re
entering an era of the very real possibility
that people will wake up in themorning
andhavenowheretogoandnothingtodo.
willhowweviewworkchange?Perhaps,at
social gatherings, the initial questionwill
beaskingaboutpeoples’hobbies instead.
For too long, we have all fallen for the

righteous view that onemust have some
kindofvocationtojustifyarighttoexistence.
Peoplewhohaveenoughdon’t necessarily
have to “earn a living”. they shouldn’t be
sneeredat for goingback to learningor en-

gagingincommunityservice.Itshouldstrike
anyoneasodd that volunteering in India is
seenasaeuphemismforbeingincapableof
findingsomethingreal.Governmentshave
their ownsoberingmotivations tokeep in-
ventingemploymentschemes—likeIndia’s
MNREGa—a large populationwith too
muchfree timeposesadanger to thesocial
order. thePope is rightwhenhe says that
people feel a need to contributemeaning-
fully to theworldbut it’s easy to forget that
of the three billionworkingpeople on this
planet,mostwakeupandheadtounskilled,
labour-intensiveemployment.they’resan-
guineaboutthedrudgeryinvolvedbecause
theyneedthemoney.workisrarelyworship.
Formost, it’sameansofsurvival.
For thewell qualified, if aI hogs all the

boringjoboptionshumanityreliesonfora
paycheck,darewehopethataftertheinitial
shakeup,peoplewillpivotbackandpursue
whatevergenuinelybrings themjoy? It’s a
widespread reality thatmost people hate

theirjobs.Often,circumstancesdictateca-
reers and ambition requiresmaking cold
blooded choices. If there’s no security in
anything, one is free to choose whatever
oneenjoys.
workwill, in fact, become a perpetual

hustle. till quite recently, people went
about careers knowing it’s a slow and pa-
tientclimbupacorporateladderbutthere
areregularincrementsandbetterdesigna-
tions along theway. It’s not that this kind
of quiet toiling didn’t have its frustrations
but there’s comfort in knowing that one
could join an organisation and notworry
aboutgettingsacked.sure,there’sfreedom
in carving out one’s own (tentative) path
but it comeswith a lot of stressful uncer-
tainty.Onemusthave some sympathy for
the20-somethingsenteringtheworkplace
whohavenoideahowanewtechnological
agewill reshape their lives.

Thewriter is director, Hutkay Films
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Cockroachesof theworldhaveunited

C
OCKROaCHIsnotabadword
or an abuse. a search inwiki-
pedia will reveal that cock-
roaches have retained their
basic body structure for

roughly 200 million years — that is
199,700,000 years earlier thanHomo sa-
piens first emerged in africa about
300,000 years ago. Cockroaches have a
prior claim over humans to the right to
exist in thisworld.
ScienceEncyclopedia tells us that cock-

roachesdonotbiteorattackpeople,unlike
peoplewhoattack cockroaches.Of course,
cockroaches carry bacteria, transmit dis-
eases and trigger allergies. Humans also
carrybacteria,transmitdiseasesandtrigger
allergies(especiallyamongmembersofrival
groups). some humans consider cock-
roachesas‘creepy’,notunlikesomehumans
whoconsiderotherhumansas ‘creepy’.

Stirredandshaken
somedays ago, a highdignitary stirred

the cockroaches from their slumber. Bless
him,heclarifiedpromptlythathewasrefer-

ringtofakelawyerswithfakedegreesroam-
ingaroundthecourts.suchfakelawyersde-
serve to be called badnamesbut, I submit
respectfully,not a cockroach.Once stirred,
thecockroachesremainstirred(like‘oncea
mortgage,alwaysamortgage’).afewstirred
cockroacheshavefoundedapoliticalparty,
started anXhandle, created awebsite and
openedanInstagramhandle.Bylastcount,
thehandlehadover22millionfollowers.
the stirred cockroaches retaliated. the

consequencewasthehumanswerestirred
andshaken.Isuspectthehumansareshak-
ingintheirKolhapurichappals. Ifnot,why
would the highest executive authority of
IndiawitharmedForcesthathave1.45mil-
lion active personnel in uniform, 4,200
mainbattle tanks, 580 fighter aircraft, 270
naval vessels, 2 aircraft carriers and
hundreds of nuclear weapons, and a Rs
2,86,588crorebonanzafromRBIinitskitty,
fear amereXhandle openedby a 30-year-
oldabhijeetDipkewhoistheflag-bearerof
the digital-only Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP),andaskXtoclosethehandle?
MrDipke is in a far away landpursuing

aMastersdegreein,phew, ‘publicrelations’
(notthedangerousaI)underthecareofour
frenemy,MrDonaldtrump.thewebsiteset
outCJP’sgoals: “weowntheidentityof the
cockroach—ifthatiswhatittakesforyoung
peopletobeheard.”withitstaglineas‘Voice
ofthelazyandunemployed’,theCJPclaims
to represent thepeople “the system forgot
to count”.Hewants theunemployed, lazy,
chronicallyonlineandwhocanrantprofes-
sionally to joinhis party.He is inspired by

Gandhi,ambedkarandNehru.CJP’smani-
festomakesone laughandthink; theusual
politicalparty’smanifestomakesonesleep.

“It is thecause…”
IthinkCJPiscountingonthewidespread

disappointment, distress and frustration
amongpeople, especiallyamongtheyouth
includingyoungwomen.thecausesare:
Unemployment: the unemployment
rate is5.2%;youthunemploymentrate is
16-17%. thework Force is 64.3 crore and
theLabourForceParticipationRate is, at
best, 60%. the remaining 40% or about
25 crore are, pardonme, cockroaches. If
theCJPgetsall thecockroachvotes, itwill
form the government. (In the 2024 Ls
elections,BJPgot23.6crorevotesandthe
Congress 13.7 crore votes).
petrol&Diesel:Mobilityisthelife-spring
of cockroaches. the high fuel prices limit
themobility of cockroaches. the price of
petrol inDelhi isRs 102.12 and theprice of
dieselisRs95.20.ForvotingfortheBJP,resi-
dents ofKolkatahavebeen rewardedwith
pricesofRs113.51andRs99.82,respectively.
Jobsinfactories:Cockroachesare,bydefi-
nition, lazy. since theydonot get up early
everymorningtoattendtheneighbourhood
shakha, theywillneverbeemployedbythe
government. thenext best is a factory job.
accordingtoMosPI,thereare260,061regis-
tered factories in India.theestimateof the
numberofjobsinfactoriesis1.95crore.Many
jobswillberedundantbecauseofaI,andthe
25crorecockroacheswillnevergetafactory
job.Hence,thefrustration.

family sUpport: Cockroaches are sup-
ported by families, especiallymothers, in
return for the 5 kg of free grain that they
bring to the familyeverymonth. since the
household debt is 42%ofGDPandhouse-
hold savings are only 5-6% of GDP, cock-
roaches receive little cash support from
families,andaredesperatelycashless.
Viksitbharatbillionaire:Cockroaches
hopedtobecomebillionairesinViksitBha-
rat.However, despite 12 years of BJP rule,
the number of billionaires is rising at a
painfullyslowpace.thelatestcountis205,
and there are 25 crore cockroaches in the
linewaiting to become billionaires. they
arealsowaiting for theRs 15 lakhofachhe
dinaayengepromised in2014.

C-EAdasheshopes
the cockroaches turned to the Cock-

roachesEconomicadviser.theC-Ea’sad-
vice was sombre: “the trade deficit will
widensignificantlyinFY27,aswill thecur-
rent account deficit. Inflation risks are
tilted to theupside.abelow-normalmon-
soon adds an agricultural dimension to a
complexsupplyshock.thetaskofattract-
ing stable long-term capital — through
credible taxpolicy, regulatorypredictabil-
ity,andreducedfrictionforinvestors—in-
tensifies in these conditions” (The Indian
Express,May23,2026).
Catastrophe is foretold.
the cockroachesmay decide that the

onlyway to prevent the catastrophe is to
seek apeaceful transfer of power,with the
aidofCEC, fromhumanstocockroaches.

mobility is the
life-springof
cockroaches.
Thehigh fuel
prices limit the
mobility of
cockroaches.
Thepriceof
petrol indelhi
isrs 102.12 and
thepriceof
diesel is
rs95.20

aCrosstHeaisle
byPChidambaram

WHat INtRIGUEDme about the government’s
decision to sound the death knell of the Delhi
Gymkhana Club was the timing. why now?
Could it be to distract attention from the econ-

omic problems caused by the war on Iran? In these times of
socialmedia, it is stories that everyonehas anopinionabout
that takeprecedenceovergrimnews like thepriceof fuel ris-
ingandforeigninvestorsfleeingourshores.whatevertherea-
son, I amdelighted that theclubwasgivenmarchingorders.
NotbecauseIthinkitisagoodideatodemolishthischarm-

ing relic of our colonial past but because the decision could
start amovement to end the privileges of our politicians and
high officials. It is amovement that ismuchneeded. among
theheateddebatesthathappenedlastweekontelevisionand
socialmedia the one thing everyone agreed onwas that this
privateclubwasasymboloftheentitlementandprivilegethat
makestheword‘lootyens’aninsult.somehownobodyhasno-
ticedyet that themost entitled andprivilegedprivate club in
Lutyens’ Delhi is not the Gymkhana but the Lok sabha. Just
over 30%of itsmembers come frompolitical families which
means one in three of our elected representatives is a nepo
baby.Nepotism is less evident in theRajya sabha but 20%of
itsmembersalsocomefrompolitical families.
so, if we object to people inheriting theirmembership at

theGymkhanaClub,thenwemustfirstacknowledgethatthis
isnothalf asdisquietingaspoliticians inheritingparliamen-
tary constituencies. a desire for public service is not some-
thing thatcomesdowninthegenessoevery timesomenepo
baby inherits a constituency, it is denied to a person with a
genuinedesire for public service. Yetwenever protestwhen
our political parties hand out tickets at election time to can-
didatesfrompolitical families.thesadtruthisthatotherthan
the communists, all our opposition parties are today family
businesses.NepobabiescanbespottedintheBJPaswell,but
theparty itself hasnot yet becomesomepolitical heirloom.
In the debates we heard last week about the cancellation

of the lease of theGymkhanaClub’s 27 acres, thosewho said
this was a good thing argued that public land needs to be
better used. true. and this iswhy this columnist has argued
formanyyearsthat it is timetothrowpoliticiansandbureau-
cratsoutof theircolonialbungalowsinLutyensDelhi.this is
public land that canbemuchbetterused for creatingafford-
ablerentalhousingforthemillionsofpeopleinDelhiwholive
inshamefullysqualidshanties.anestimated30-50lakhDelhi
citizensliveinhorribleconditionsinshantytownsthatsome-
times exist on the edge of garbage dumps inwhich children
compete with stray animals in their search for food. Is it ac-
ceptablethatthemenresponsibleforbuildinglow-costhous-
ing themselves live likeprinces?
Mostdemocraticcountriesdonotasktaxpayers topayfor

housing public servants. But since we have spoiled ours so
badlyforsomanydecades, Iwouldliketoofferahumblesug-
gestion.since ‘national security’wasgivenasareasontoget
rid of the Gymkhana Club, would it not be a good idea to
move the PrimeMinister into a permanent residence like
teenMurti House? Or instead of wasting money on a new
residence for the Prime Minister, why not move him into
HyderabadHouseoroneof thoseother finepalacesthatexist
around IndiaGate?
another questionweneed to start asking iswhyRashtra-

patiBhawanneedstosit inanestatethat isslightlymorethan
300acres?surelya20-acregardenwouldsufficeforthePresi-
dentof India,andtherestof thatpublic landcouldbeusedto
houseministers and high officials? this would reduce what
wespendonsecurity,andwemightsavesomemoneyontheir
travel since theywould then be close enough to their offices
towalk.therearecountriesinthe‘viksit’westernworldwhere
primeministers, presidents andprinces all usepublic trans-
port. Our politicians and officials believe that there is a con-
stantthreattotheir livessothatcannothappen,butahealthy
walk accompanied by two securitymenwould do wonders
for their health.
If the Gymkhana Club refuses to paymarket rent, then it

must go.But this shouldbe the first step inabigger readjust-
ment of LutyensDelhi. Or itwill be clear that the real reason
whythisclubhasbeentargetedisbecauseit isconsideredthe
last bastion of that ‘English-speaking ruling class’ that the
newrulersof Indiasodespise.atthispoint Imustclarifythat
although I amaproudmember of that old ruling class (aKa
Khan Market gang), I am in fact not a member of the
GymkhanaClub.
Likea lotofotherpeople, Ihavebeentrying tochangemy

dependentmembercard toa fullmembership formore than
thirty years. I also need to clarify that in the past thirty years
I have been to the Gymkhana Club nomore than five or six
times.Usuallyforsomeoneelse’spartyorforsomeone’swed-
ding. It isherethattheindigent ‘elite’comebecausetheycan-
not afford five-starhotels.

FiFtHColumn
byTaVleenSingh

Parliament
hasbecomea
private club

rulersruleClubClass
theCapital’s drawing roomsareheatedly discussing the

government’sevictionthreattothehallowedDelhiGymkhana
Club. somemembers, who apprehend that they could be
robbedof their lifelongwateringhole, now trace the origins
of thedispute to thearrogantandrigidattitudeof theearlier
managingcommitteestoadmittingtheall-powerfulmembers
oftherulingpoliticalclass.Forinstance,Natwarsinghasclub
president in themid 1970s recommended thatRKDhawan,
thenIndiraGandhi’spersonalassistant,jumpthelongmem-
bershipwaitinglist,butwasoverruled.LKadvaniwasrather
grudginglyadmitted.andthemanagingcommitteequibbled
about granting a five-year extension to formerHaryanaCM
BhupinderHooda, an accomplished tennis playerwhohas
evenplayedagainstBorisBecker.theclub’sadmissionpolicy
initseminentperson’scategoryisunabashedlytransactional,
limited to a person’s tenure in office! In contrast, theDelhi
Golf Club liberally enrolledmembers recommendedby the
UrbanDevelopmentMinistry,whichperiodicallyextendsthe
leasetermsforits180acres.KamalNath,whowasministerin
chargewhen the lease last cameup for renewal, in fact, de-
manded unofficial, out-of-turnmembership quota for his
nomineesforthenext20years.DuringModi’sregime,several
ofthesemembershipswerecancelledandBJPnominees,in-
cludingaformerRsspracharak,wereenrolledintheirplace!
Mumbai’swestern India turf Club, thewillingdonClub

andtheBombayGymkhanahaveallopenedtheirdoorstoof-
ficialdom,throughacompromiseofgiveandtake.

reportCardGloom
PrimeMinisterModi’smoodandbodylanguageatthe4.5-

hour-longCabinetmeetingatsevateerththismonthwasstern
andsomber,reflectingthegloomyeconomicoutlookandloom-
ingglobal instability. Itwasnottheministersalonewhowere
tensebutalsosecretariestotheGoI,sincetheperformancerat-
ings of a dozenministrieswas publicly appraised. Besides,
rankingofministries in termsof the top fiveandbottomfive
wereannouncedforseveralcriteria,includingspeedofclear-
anceoffiles,redressalofpublicgrievancesandextentofexecu-
tionofgovernmentpolicy.Manyapprehendthatthemeeting
wasapreludetoaCabinetreorganisation.thebuzzisthatthe
PM iswaiting for the inauspiciousmonth of Purushottam
Maas(whichextendsfromMay17toJune15intheHinducal-
endar)topass.Butthedelayhasheightenedpublicrestiveness
over issues, fromexamination fiascoesandfuel shortages to
a falling rupee andbreakdownof essential services in cities
inthissummer’s record-breakingheat.

statewideanxiety
thepartyleadershipisreportedlyunhappywithsomeBJP

CMs fromheartland states. the blame, however, cannot be
attributedtotheCMsalone—theywerecatapultedtotopposi-
tionswithouthavingthenecessarypoliticalheftoradminis-
trativeexperience.thefactthataseniorCabinetministerhas
recentlydelegatedsomeofhisimportantdutiestohisminister
ofstatehasaddedgrist to therumourmill.
Yogiadityanath,aseasonedCMwhofacesanelectionnext

year,is,however,almostcertaintocontinue.adityanathhas
successfully guardedhis turf fromoutside interference.an
exampleofhisability toneutraliseattemptstoreinhiminis
thepostinginLucknowin2022ofawell-regardedIasofficer
whopreviouslyworkedintheCapitalinmanykeypositions,
includingthePMOfortwodecades.thesurmisewasthatthe
bureaucrat,whosoughtvoluntaryretirementbeforeentering
politicsandjoiningYogi’scabinet,wouldtakeoveraprestig-
iousportfolio,suchasHome.ButtheCMassignedhiminstead
toEnergyandUrbanDevelopment.withtheheatwave,power
shortageshavespikedwithcomplaintsevenfromBJPMLas.

politiCstHrouGHmatrimonialallianCe
VeteranMaharashtrapoliticianandthemanforallseasons,

sharadPawar, recentlysurprisedhis INDIaalliesbychiding
OppositionleadersforcriticisingPMModi’sfrequentforeign
trips.Pawarfeltthatwhatevertheirpoliticaldifferences,these
views shouldnotbeairedwhileModiwasoutof thecountry
as it detracted from the PrimeMinister’s efforts to project
India’s image abroad. around the same time,weathercock
pollsterPrashantKishorcalledonPawar.somespotalinkbe-
tweenPawar’sremarksdefendingModiandthefactthatearlier
thisyear,hisgranddaughterRevati,daughterofNCPMPsu-
priyasule,wasengagedtosarangLakhani,sonofbusinessman
arunLakhani,ManagingDirector of theVishvaraj Group, a
company specialising in infrastructure and environmental
solutions.theNagpur-basedbusinessmanisclosetotheRss
andit issaidthattheBJP’sNagpurpoliticians,NitinGadkari
andDevendraFadnavis,playedaroleasmatchmakers.

A farewell night to remember at
Delhi’sGymkhanaClub

Itwas the evening of august 6, 1947.thoughitwashotinDelhi,theaircar-
ried a certain chill. the mood was
sombre, somewhatsedate.
atthebeautifulDelhiGymkhanaClub,

the green lawnsandgrandballroomwere
softly lit. women turned up in colourful
sarees, officers in khaki uniforms. Briga-
dier KodanderaMadappa Cariappa (who
later became India’s first FieldMarshal)
was thehost thatevening.But thiswasno
ordinary party. Partition had been an-
nounced. the army was also being di-
vided.Cariappahadorganised it asa fare-
well party for fellowofficers of theBritish
Indian armywhowere now going to join
thenewPakistanarmy.
Cards by the “Officers of the armed

Forces of the Dominion of India” invited
guests to the party to bid farewell to “Old
ComradesReception inHonourof theOf-
ficersofthearmedForcesoftheDominion
ofPakistan”.
thebookFreedomatMidnight,byLarry

CollinsandDominiqueLapierre,referredto
thispartyas“themostemotionalfarewell”.
the club building, designed byRobert

tor Russell, was specially decorated that
evening. tents were put up on the lawns
with tables full of whisky, gin, and Indian
food. a band played in the ballroom. Of-
ficers hugged each other and recalled old
memories.
Collins and Lapierre write about the

conversations and the camaraderie at the
party ingreatdetail.
“Do you remember howwe fought to-

getherontheBurmafrontin1942?”aMus-
limofficeraskedhisHindufriend.
“Yes,andthatnightwhenwefacedthe

Japanese attack? You savedmy life,” the
other replied,with tears inhiseyes.
the host of the evening, Brigadier Ca-

riappa,wasthefirst Indiancommanderof
the Rajput Regiment. He was tall, had a
strongface,butasoftheart.astheevening

grew darker, he climbed onto the raised
platformintheballroomandaskedevery-
one tobequiet.
all eyes turnedtohim.
“Mydear comrades,” he said in a deep

voice, “wehavesharedacommondestiny
for so long that our story cannot be separ-
ated.wewere brothers.wewill always re-
mainbrothers.andwewillneverforgetthe
greatyearswespent together.”
thehallfellcompletelysilent.then,the

clappingstarted.Manyofficershadtearsin
theireyes.aMajorwhowasgoingtoPakis-
tansteppedforwardandhuggedCariappa
tightly. “sir, this isverypainful,”hesaid.
Cariappasmiledandreplied,“Itispain-

fulbecauseourbondwasdeep.Butevenin
this new beginning, we must keep this
friendshipalive.”
thepartycontinuedlateintothenight.

Officers kept sharing old stories from the
secondworldwar and their cantonment
days.womensatinacorner,talking.some
wondered what tomorrowwould bring.
the journey fromDelhi toLahore andRa-
walpindi would nowmean crossing the
borderofenmity.
ayoungCaptainwhowasgoing toPak-

istantoldhisIndianfriend,“Mybelongings
arestillinDelhi.IthoughtIwouldcomeback
andtakethemoncethingsbecomenormal.”
Hisfriendpattedhisshoulderandsaid,

“Yes,definitelycome.wewillwaitforyou.”
Buthistoryhadsomethingelseinstore.

Just a fewmonths later, war broke out in

Kashmir. the same officers who had left
theirbelongingsbehindwerenowfighting
ontheenemyside.
thewriters ofFreedomatMidnightde-

scribetheatmosphereattheclubthateven-
ing as one of “great sadness”. the
GymkhanaClub,whichwas once only for
theBritishelite,hadbecomeawitnesstothe
emotionsofIndianandPakistaniofficers.
thatevening,aMuslimofficergoingto

Pakistan, Brigadier agaRaza, was given a
specialgiftbyhisjuniorofficers.according
to the book, “Raza plucked the protective
cloth fromthe trophyandheld itup to the
crowd. Fashioned by a silversmith in old
Delhi, it represented two sepoys, one
Hindu,OneMoslem,standingsidebyside,
riflesattheirshoulderstraineduponsome
commonfoe.”
Butitdidn'ttakelongforthateveningof

friendshiptoturnintonightsofhostility.
Cariappa went on to become the first

Commander-in-Chiefof theIndianarmy.
Butheremainedaprofessionalsoldierall
his life. He always spoke of friendship
with Pakistan. Even when his own son
was a prisoner of war in Pakistan, he put
thenation first.
thememoryofthateveninglivesonat

the Gymkhana Club. the club faces new
challengestoday,butthatfarewellpartyof
1947remainsaproudpartof itshistory.

Thewriter is Ex-Advisor (History), Indira
Gandhi Centre for Arts andCulture

HistoryHeadline
byViVekShukla

TheGymkhanaClub, founded in 1913, now faceseviction. GajendraYadav
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Economy

l THERE IS A SHARPMISMATcH BETWEEn THE counTRy’S RElATIvEly lIMITEd doMESTIc cEll MAnuFAcTuRInG cAPAcITy And ITS MucH lARGER SolARModulEMAnuFAcTuRInG BASE

Domesticsolarcellmandate:Hownewrulesmaysqueezesmallermanufacturers
pratyushdeep
NewDelhi,May30

A NEW domestic sourcing
requirementforsolarcells,setto
come into force fromJune 1, is
likely todisproportionately im-
pact smaller solar module
manufacturers compared to
larger companies with inte-
grated cell andmodulemanu-
facturingfacilities.
While themove is expected

tohelp reduce India’s depend-
enceonimportsandstrengthen
thedomesticsolarmanufactur-
ingecosystem,industryinsiders
have raised concerns over po-
tential market consolidation
risks in this sector. The appre-
hension stems from the sharp
mismatch between the
country’s relatively limiteddo-

mestic cellmanufacturing ca-
pacityand itsmuchlarger solar
modulemanufacturingbase, a
gap that could tighten supplies
andfavourvertically integrated
players.
While the country’s solar

modulemanufacturingcapacity
has surged to nearly 200 giga-
watts (GW) per annum, do-
mesticsolarcellmanufacturing
remains far lower at around30
GW,creatingasignificantgap.
Under thenewmandate, all

‘net-metering’ and ‘OpenAc-
cess’ solar projects commis-
sionedafter June 1will have to
usedomesticallymanufactured
solarcells.Net-meteringprojects
largely includerooftopsolar in-
stallations — such as those
under thePMSuryaGhar:Muft
Bijliyojana—whereconsumers

can offset electricity bills by
supplyingsurpluspowerbackto
thegrid,whileOpenAccesspro-
jectsmainlycatertocommercial
and industrial consumers pro-

curing renewable energy di-
rectlyfromdevelopers.
The new mandate has

sparkedconcernsamongmod-
ulemanufacturers,particularly

non-integratedplayers—those
without internal cellmanufac-
turingfacilities.Industryexecu-
tivescautionedsuchcompanies
could face significant supply
risks, as they would now be
forced toprocuredomestically
manufacturedcellsfrom
larger competitors that
alsooperate in themod-
ulemarket, potentially
creatinganunevenplay-
ingfield.
According to indus-

try insiders, the timing of the
transition has added to the
stress. India’s solar module
manufacturers are currently
grapplingwithovercapacityand
weakeningexportopportunities
amid steep US tariff barriers.
Against solar capacity installa-
tionsofaround45GWin2025–

26, India’s annual solarmodule
production is estimated at
nearly 60-65GW,highlighting
the growing oversupply con-
cernsinthesector.
Industrysourcessaidcapac-

ity utilisation levels at several
moduleassemblyplants
are currently hovering
around30–40%.
“Thepricesofdomes-

tically manufactured
cells are expected to rise
afterthemandatecomes

intoforce.Asaresult,companies
with integratedmanufacturing
facilitiesmayprioritisecellpro-
duction,giventhestrongermar-
gins and assureddemand,” an
industry insider said, adding
thatsomedegreeofmarketcon-
solidation nowappears inevi-
table during the transition

phase.AlpeshDave, vicepresi-
dentatSurat-basedGoldiSolar,
told The Indian Express that
while standalone module
manufacturersarefacingsignifi-
cantpressureonrevenues,com-
panieswith integrated cell and
modulemanufacturingfacilities
areinamuchstrongerposition.
“CellmanufacturersinIndia

arecurrentlycommandingvery
highmargins becauseof the li-
miteddomesticsupplyandlack
of sufficient competition.They
are chargingmarginsof at least
20-30%,”Davesaid.
NitinAggarwal, CEOofRa-

jasthanSolarAssociationwhich
represents solar equipment
manufacturers from the state,
said that barring a handful of
largeintegratedplayers,thenew
mandate could pose a serious

survival challenge for a signifi-
cantsectionoftheindustry.
However,adivergentviewis

alsoemergingwithintheindus-
try,with severalmanufacturers
viewingthenewmandateasare-
liefofsortsandofferingastrong
policypush for the investments
beingmade in India’sdomestic
solarmanufacturingecosystem.
Theymaintain that concerns
overlimiteddomesticcellmanu-
facturing capacity are over-
stated, especiallybecause large
utility-scalesolarprojectsbidout
beforeAugust31,2025havebeen
exempted from the domestic
sourcing requirement for solar
cells.Accordingtothem,thissig-
nificantly reduces immediate
pressure on domestic cell
supplies. fullreporTon

www.indianexpress.coM

India’s solarmodulemanufacturingcapacityhas surged tonearly
200GWperannum,butdomestic solar cellmanufacturing remains
far lowerat around30GW. reuTers

siddharthupasani
NewDelhi,May30

CONSUMPTIONDEMAND in
Indiamay face headwinds in
thecomingmonthswithecon-
omic conditions beginning to
showtheimpactoftheconflict
inWestAsia,theMinistryofFi-
nancesaidonSaturday.
It cautioned that while the

near-term outlook is one of
“cautiousresilience”,policywill
need to “remain agile across
monetary,fiscal,andstructural
dimensions” to tackle the on-
going uncertainty and that in-
flation developments warrant
“vigilance”.
“For India, these external

pressures are beginning to
transmit, selectively but per-
ceptibly, into domestic econ-
omic conditions,” the finance
ministry said in its Monthly
Economic Review report for
May, adding that themoder-
ationincoresectorgrowthand
fuelconsumption“signalsthat
globalheadwindsaregradually
finding their way into select
segmentsofdomesticactivity.”
“With forecasts pointing to

a below-normalmonsoon and
a likely moderation in econ-
omicactivity,overallconsump-
tion demandmay face head-
winds in the comingmonths,”
it further said.
It separately said a signifi-

cant rainfall deficit alongwith
the current geopolitical condi-
tions could translate into food
inflation, weakening rural de-
mandandaggregategrowth.
According to data released

on May 20, growth of India’s
eightcoreindustries—namely
coal, crude oil, natural gas, re-
finery products, fertilisers,
steel,cement,andelectricity—
fell to 1.2% inMarch and 1.7%
inApril.
Meanwhile, the IndiaMe-

teorological Department on
Fridaycutitsmonsoonforecast
to90%ofthelongPeriodAver-
age from 92% projected in
April. The latest forecast is the
lowest by IMD in the last 20
years. Thecommentsbythefi-
nanceministry thatpolicywill
needtobe“agile”andtheinfla-
tionoutlookwarrantsvigilance
come days before the Reserve
BankofIndia’sMonetaryPolicy
Committee announces its in-
terest ratedecisiononJune5.
After having cut the policy

repo rate by 125 basis points
(bps) to5.25%in2025, theMPC
has left it unchanged so far in
2026 amid sharply higher glo-
balenergypricesduetothewar
inWest Asia, which has led to
foreign investors pulling
money out from Indian finan-
cialmarketstothetuneof$24.2
billionsince theconflictbegan
in lateFebruary.

This has exerted tremen-
douspressureontheIndianru-
pee’s exchangerate,pushing it
downtomultipleall-timelows.
Earlier this month, it nearly
breached the 97-per-dollar
mark,beforeitwasproppedup
by sustainedRBI intervention
intheforeignexchangemarket.
OnFriday, the rupee ended

at95.Ithasfallen4.2%sincethe
warstarted.
While the rupee has re-

coveredsomegroundinrecent
days,economistswarnthatthe
MPCmay have to increase in-
terest rates as early as next
week. According to Standard
Chartered Bank economists,
theRBImayraise the reporate
by50bpsover itsJuneandAu-
gustmeetings. And they see a
risk of additional 25-50 bps of
hikes in 2026-27 if inflation
turns out to be higher than ex-

pectedduetocontinuedpress-
ure from commodity prices
andaweakrupee.
InitsreportonSaturday,the

financeministry took note of
thedivergencebetweenIndia’s
retailandwholesaleinflationin
April:3.48%and8.3%,respect-
ively. This wedge, it said, is a
sign that upstream cost press-
uresarebuildingandthepass-
throughtoconsumersmaynot
befarbehind.“Therecenthike
inpetrol anddiesel pricesmay
activate both direct and indi-
rect transmission channels,
and any further escalation in
energypricescouldnarrowthe
existing cushionmore quickly
than anticipated. A deficient
monsooncouldadd foodprice
pressures on top of energy-
drivenones.However,second-
roundeffectsandtheirpersist-
ence must be evident in the

data for policy responses to be
triggered,”thefinanceministry
said. After holding retail fuel
prices at for over two-and-a-
halfmonths amid the surge in
globalratesduetotheWestAsia
crisis, public sectoroilmarket-
ing companies have raised
pumpprices of petrol and die-
sel by over Rs 7 per litre in less
thantwoweeks.
TheRBI, inearlyApril, fore-

castthatheadlineretailinflation
asmeasured by theConsumer
Price Index (CPI)may average
4.6% in 2026-27, up from less
than 2% in 2025-26. However,
economists from outside the
central bank see CPI inflation
averagingmore than 5%. Cen-
tral banks inAsia have already
begunraising interest rates, in-
cludingIndonesiaby50bpsand
Sri lanka by 100 bps – both in
onego–inthelast10days.

Mustbevigilantoninflation,may
facedemandheadwinds:FinMin

recenThike infuelpricesMayacTivaTeboThdirecTandindirecTTransMissionchannels

Thecomments comedaysbefore the
RBI’s rate settingpanel announces
its interest ratedecisiononJune5

The financeministry released itsMonthlyEconomicReview report
forMayonSaturday. reuTers

raviduttaMishra
NewDelhi,May30

THEGOVERNMENTonSatur-
dayannounced removalof the
11% duty on cotton starting
June 1 till October 30 to boost
cotton availability for India’s
textile industry amid the on-
goingWestAsiacrisis.
This is the second time in

thelast12monthsthattheduty
hasbeenremoved.
Asimilarreliefmeasurewas

extended to the industry last
yearaftertheUSimposedsteep
tariffsonIndianexports.
TheMinistryofTextilessaid

that the temporary duty
exemption is expected to re-
duceinputcostsacrossthetex-
tileandapparelsector, thereby
providing a targeted relief to
manufacturersandconsumers,
whilealsokeepingtheinterests
ofdomestic farmers inmind.
“Overall, themeasure isan-

ticipated tohaveapositive im-
pactontheperformanceof the
domestic textile industry, es-
peciallythesmallandmedium
enterprises, ensuring better
availability of cotton in the
market,” theministrysaid.
The government move

comes after industry execu-
tiveshighlightedthat theprice
of cottonhas surgednearly 10-
15% during the last month
alone due to hoarding, as cot-
ton demand picked up in line
withotherinputmaterials,par-
ticularlypolyester.
Apparel Export Promotion

Council (AEPC) Chairman A
Sakthivel had earlier this

month asked the government
to eliminate the duty due to
high cotton prices and rising
inputcosts.
In a presentationmade to

theFinance,CommerceandIn-
dustry and Textile Ministry,
AEPC said that India has re-
centlyenteredintoseveralFree
TradeAgreements (FTAs), but
competing countries have
lower inputcosts.
Mithileshwar Thakur, Sec-

retaryGeneralAEPCsaid,“The
temporary exemption of Cus-
toms duty andAgriculture In-
frastructureandDevelopment
Cess on Cotton imports from
June1,2026toOctober30,2026
will lead to reduction of input
costs across the textile and ap-
parel sectorbesides improving
the availability of cotton,
thereby providing much-
needed relief to the down-
stream industry, which have
been facing challenges due to
the sharp increase in cotton
andyarnprices.”
Confederation of Indian

TextileIndustry(CITI)saidim-
portdutywasresultingincosts
goingupacrossthevaluechain
and having a detrimental im-
pact on scaling India’s textile
andapparelexports.India’stex-
tile exports are dominated by
cotton. Indiaisthesecond-lar-
gest cotton producer after
China,butreliesonimportsfor
about15%of its rawcottonand
about 20% of its yarn tomeet
demand.
India’s cotton production

has been declining, with ex-
perts blaming it on a range of

policy failures. They said that
cotton production has stag-
nated for years largelydue to a
lackofnewseeds,modern irri-
gation facilities, and frequent
pestattacksanddiseases.
Unlike several other com-

petitors, such as Bangladesh
andVietnam,Indiaisoneofthe
largestproducersofcottonand
farmers’ interestsweighonthe
duty-relateddecision.
Apparel manufacturers

have said that some invest-
ments that had begun going
outofthecountryduetotariffs
havestarted tocomeback.
Anindustryexecutive,who

didnotwish tobenamed, said
the sector is also seeing Euro-
pean investmentscoming into
Indiaastheyaretryingtodiver-
sifyawayfromBangladesh.
“Bangladesh has signed an

FTA with the US and is also
seeking a deal with the EU, as
India’s duty disadvantagewill
be eliminated soonwhen the
deal comes into effect,” the
executivesaid.
AEPC said that the textile

industry’s cotton requirement
forthecurrentyearisprojected
ataround337 lakhbales,while
cotton arrivals for the 2025-26
season are estimated at only
292.15 lakhbales, resulting ina
supply-demand gap of nearly
45 lakhbales.
The shortfall is expected to

increase pressure on spinning
mills and downstream textile
industries due to rising input
costsandlimitedavailabilityof
qualityrawmaterial,theExport
PromotionCouncil said.

Govtwaives importduty
oncotton tillOctober 30

akashMandal
Mumbai,May30

MSCI’SqUARTERlyrebalanc-
ing of its global benchmark in-
diceshas long attracted the in-
terest of global investors,
triggering inflowsandoutflows
acrossmarkets.Forexample,its
latestrejig—whichcameintoef-
fect on Friday — triggered a
sharpsell-offintheIndianstock
marketslateinthesession,with
benchmarkindicesending1.5%
downfromThursday.
“IndianEquityMarket has

witnessedmassiveactivityfrom
theFPIs on thedayofMSCI re-
balancing,”NileshShah,Manag-
ingDirector atKotakMahindra
AssetManagementCo, posted
onXonFriday,addingthatFor-
eign Portfolio Investors ac-
counted for around69%of the
total turnover of Rs 2.87 lakh
crore on National Stock Ex-
change.
TheindicesprovidedbyNew

york-based MSCI are keenly
eyed by investors across the
world because theydictate the
flowofcapital,especiallypassive
funds that closely track the
weights assigned to regions,
countries, and companies. Fri-
day’s rebalancing saw India’s
weight in theGlobal Standard
indexedgedownto 12.3% from
12.4%.Announcedearlierinthe
monthonMay 13,while the re-
balancingsawthenumberofIn-
diancompaniesintheindexre-
main unchanged at 165, four

were removed (HyundaiMotor
India, JubilantFoodworks,Ka-
lyan Jewellers, andRail Vikas
Nigam) and four others were
added in their place: Federal
Bank, Multi Commodity Ex-
change of India,NationalAlu-
minium,andIndianBank.
Meanwhile,India’sweightin

the Emerging Markets
(EM) indexhas beenona
downward trend since
peaking around 21% in
September 2024andnow
stands at 11.94%, behind
the likes of Taiwan (24.84%),
China(23.05%),andSouthKorea
(18.69%).Andtheserankingsdo
a good job of telling the entire
India story: it has no AI play,
whileitsAsianrivalsareleading
the world on the back of eye-
popping increases in key com-
pany’sshareprices.Infact,only

afewdaysago,Taiwanovertook
Indiaandbecamethefifthmost
valuable stock market in the
worldintermsofmarketcapital-
isation. “The catalyst?AI. Spe-
cifically, the scale ofAI-driven
demand for semiconductors,”
MSCI noted on Wednesday.
“Taiwan’ssemiconductorindus-

try accounts for 16.2%
oftheindexonitsown,
contributing to IT’s
surge tonearly 37%of
EM,upfrom31.8%just
onemonthearlier. For

investors, broadEMexposure
today is structurally different
thanayearago,withmoretech-
nology,more semiconductors
and amore direct stake in the
globalAIbuild-out,”itadded.
leading the charge for Tai-

wanhasbeenTaiwanSemicon-
ductorManufacturingCo, the

world’s largest chipmaker,
whosesharepricehasmorethan
doubledinthelastoneyear.Just
howdominantisTSMC?Oneof
only twonon-USentities in the
world’s top-10 most valuable
companies— the other being
SaudiAramco—TSMCmakes
upmore than40%ofTaiwan’s
benchmarkTaiexindex.
At 14.21%,TSMCon its own

has a greaterweight inMSCI’s
EMindexthanIndia.
It’s not just Taiwan thathas

benefitted fromtheAIboom.A
dayafterTaiwanovertookIndia
intheworld’s largeststockmar-
kets,SouthKoreansemiconduc-
tormanufacturerSKHynixsaw
itsmarket capitalisation top $1
trillion.Thiswas justa fewdays
after fellowKorean firmSam-
sungalso crossed the$1 trillion
mark.Together, themarketcap
ofSamsungandSKHynix is al-
most half of the Kospi index.
These two companies are also
the second and third biggest
constituents of the MSCI EM
index,accounting for 10.08%of
it. The Indian companieswith
the highest weight are HDFC
Bank andReliance Industries,
bothat0.79%.
TheabsenceofanAIplay in

India was earlier viewed as a
contrarian strategy.Now, it’s a
glaringweakness.And, in con-
junctionwiththerupee’sfall,it’s
showingup inhowFPIs arebe-
having.

fullreporTon
www.indianexpress.coM

India’sMSCIweightdeclinesas investors
chase theAIboominTaiwan&Korea

ltHEAIRUSH
india’sweighT in the
emergingMarkets index
hasbeenonadownward trend
sincepeaking around21% in
september 2024

iTnow stands at 11.94%, behind
the likes of Taiwan (24.84%),
China (23.05%), andsouthKorea
(18.69%)

Theserankingsdoagood job
of telling the entire india story: it
has noAi play,while its Asian
rivals are leading theworld on the

backof eye-popping increases in
key company’s shareprices.

lCHALLENGESAHEAD
Thefinanceministry tooknote
of thedivergencebetween india’s
retail andwholesale inflation
inApril—which stoodat 3.48%
and8.3%, respectively

Thiswedge, it said, is a sign
that upstreamcost pressures are
building and thepassthrough to
consumersmaynot be far behind

iTseparaTely said a significant
rainfall deficit alongwith the
current geopolitical conditions
could translate into food inflation,
weakening rural demandand
aggregategrowth
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The
numberof

counterfeit notes
detectedbyRBI and
otherbanks rose toa

four-yearhigh
in2025-26.

lRBI,banksdetected2.3lakhcounterfeitnotesinFY26
According to theReserveBankof India’s annual report, publishedonFriday, thenumberof
fakenotes in the last financial year rose to2.30 lakh from2.17 lakh in2024-25.However, as a
percentageof all banknotes incirculation, thenumberof fakenotesdetected remains
minuscule:0.00013%. In fact, thispercentage figurehasnowfallen for four years in a row,
havingstoodmore than five timeshigher at0.00076% in2016-17.

nCounterfeit notes detected (lakh) nCounterfeit notes as%of notes in circulation

Govtwithdraws
draftSugarcane
(Control)Order
amidopposition
NewDelhi:TheCentrehaswith-
drawn the draft Sugarcane
(Control) Order, 2026, saying it
needstoberevisitedinthelight
of objections received from
state governments and other
stakeholders.
The FoodMinistry had cir-

culatedthedraftforpubliccom-
ments,withaMay20deadline.
“Basedonthesuggestions/com-
ments received fromstategov-
ernments and other stake-
holders, it is considered
necessary to revisit the draft
Sugarcane (Control) Order,
2026,”theministrysaidinanof-
ficememorandum.
The draft sought to replace

the 60-year-old Sugarcane
(Control) Order, 1966, with a
newregulatoryframeworkthat
proposed, amongother things,
bringing the ethanol and
khandsari sectors under gov-
ernmentregulation.
Themove drewopposition

from khandsari units and
farmers. The draft had pro-
posed redefining a khandsari
unit as onewithmore than 10
workers and a crushing capac-
ityofover500tonnesperday.
Currentlyakhandsariunitis

definedasonewith20ormore
workers,withnocapacitylimit.
Sourcessaidtheproposeddefi-
nition would have brought a
largenumberofsmall-scale,la-
bour-intensiveunitsunder the
regulatoryambit.PTI

NewDelhi:Frameworkssuchas
theEU’scarbontaxandthepro-
posed Carbon Credit Trading
Scheme by India are rapidly
transforming environmental,
social and governance (ESG)
practices fromavoluntarydis-
closureexercise intoakeybusi-
nessandcompliancepriorityfor
industries,sayexperts.
Withoutcrediblecarbondata

systemsandtraceablereporting
mechanisms, companies could
faceincreasingcompliancerisks
andcompetitivedisadvantages

inglobalmarkets,theysaid.
“ThenextphaseofESGwill

be driven by implementation
readiness anddata credibility,”
World of Circular Economy
(WOCE) Founder andDirector
AnupGargsaid.
He added that frameworks

such as the EuropeanUnion's
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), India’s
Business Responsibility and
SustainabilityReporting(BRSR)
normsandtheevolvingCarbon
Credit TradingScheme (CCTS)

are rapidly shiftingESG froma
voluntarydisclosureexerciseto
abusiness andcompliancepri-
ority. Whilesustainabilityintent
is clearly rising, execution re-
mainsuneven,manyorganisa-
tions continue to strugglewith
structuredemissionstracking,es-
peciallyacrosssupplychainsand
vendorecosystems,headded.
Citingananlysis,hesaidthat

72%ofIndiancompaniesremain
atanearlystageofcarbonread-
inessdespite increasingclimate
regulations.PTI

‘Carbon rules, sustainabilitynormsmake
ESGacompliancepriority for industry’
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lneighbourhoodwatch

lAos

Rescuerspull four fromflooded
cave inLaos, twostillmissing
reScuerSpulleDfourpeople fromafloodedcave in
laosonSaturday,Thaivolunteer rescuers said,hoursafter
anothermanwasbroughtout lateonfriday.The fiveare
amongsevenlaonationalswhohadentered thecave in
Xaisombounprovince toprospect forgold,butwere
trapped formore thanaweekwhenrisingwater
blocked their exit.Twoothers remainmissing.kengkard
Bongkawong, aThai cavediver involved in themission,
said inafacebookpostonSaturday thatall fourof the
trappedpeoplehademerged fromthecave. ReUTeRS

germAny

Dronesighting
disruptsflights
atMunichairport
flighTSwerehalted for
aboutanhouratMunich
airport ingermanyonSat-
urdaymorningafter twopi-
lots reportedseeingadrone,
airportauthoritiesandpo-
licesaid, confirming initial
reportsbygermanmedia.
Duringtheshutdown
morethan20flights that
hadbeendueto landat
Munichweredivertedto
otherairports, anairport
spokespersonsaid.ReUTeRS

ghAnA

Billcriminalizing
LGBTpromotion
getsHousenod
ghana’SparliaMenTon
fridayapprovedanewbill
thatcriminalizestheso-
calledpromotionoflgBTQ
activity,partofabroader
crackdownonsexualminor-
itiesinwestafrica.The
humanSexualrightsand
familyValuesBill,passedby
avoicevoteafterconstitu-
tionalandlegalaffairscom-
mitteerecommendedadop-
tion,saiddeputyspeaker
Bernardahiafor.ReUTeRS

sri lAnKA

Buddhistmonk
suspendedover
abusecharges
ThepowerfulBuddhist
clergyinSrilankaonSatur-
daystrippedaseniormonk
facingchargesofchildabuse
afterweeksofrelentless
pressure.pallegamahema-
rathanawasonMay14
orderedtoberemanded
afterbeingarrestedonMay9
followingaprobeintoacase
ofchildsexualabuse.PTi

PAKistAn

Security forces
kill 5 terrorists
inKPKprovince
pakiSTaniSecuriTyforces
havekilledfiveterroristsdur-
inganoperationinthe
khyberpakhtunkhwaprov-
ince,policesaidonSaturday.
Theoperationwasconducted
inDarraadamkheltownof
kohatdistrict,some30km
southwestofpeshawaron
friday.Twosoldiersalsodied
inafierceexchangeoffire.PTi

l BeLgiUM’S POTATO HARveST SeTS A RecORd, JUST AS TARiffS HiT U.S. deMANd fOR fROzeN fRieS ANd AS cOMPeTiTiON fROM SUPPLieRS iN ASiA iNTeNSifieS

TheworldcapitalofFrenchfrieshasaproblem:Toomanypotatoesandnobuyers
Jennygross
Walhain (Belgium),May30

AThoUSANDtonsofpotatoes
were stacked 15 feet high in a
warehouseonkrisD’haeyere’s
farmformonths.even though
heofferedtosellthemforjusta
coupleofeurosper ton,noone
wantedtobuythem.
So D’haeyere did the un-

thinkable: This month, he
dumped thecropback intohis
fields in eastern Belgium, the
cheapest way to dispose of
enough potatoes tomake 200
millionFrenchfries.
otherfarmersaredoingthe

same,aseuropefacesasurplus
offivemillionmetrictonsofthe
typeofpotatousedfor fries.

For months, the price of a
metric ton of potatoes on the
spot market in Belgium, the
world’s biggest exporter of
frozen fries, has languished at
preciselyzero.Itwasnearly600
euros ($690) threeyearsago.
Thegreatpotatoglutof2026

is the result of several factors,
some meteorological and
othersgeopolitical.
Goodweatherproducedthe

biggest european potato har-
vest in eight years, just as
farmerswere struggling to sell
their cropsbecause theTrump
administration’stariffshittheir
exports and new competitors
fromAsia tookmarket share.
More recently, thewar in Iran
haspusheduppricesforenergy

and fertilizer andmade con-
sumers cut back, shrinking
profit margins that were al-
readyasthinasashoestringfry.
“of course it’s bad,” D’ha-

eyere, 58, said, “but that’s life.”
hisunsoldpotatoeshadstarted
to sprout, making them im-
possible to offload. It hit him
with a loss of€160,000on soil,
seedlings, fertilizer, labor and
other costs and forced him to
dip intohis savings,hesaid.
D’haeyereplanted17acresof

potatoesfornextseason,afrac-
tion of the 170 acres heusually
plants on his 370-acre farm in
hermalle-sous-huy,Belgium.
InGermany, anothermajor

potatoproducer, a farmerwith
4,000 tons of unwanted pota-

toes arranged a series of give-
aways in Berlin, which locals
refer to as the “kartoffel-Flut,”
orpotato flood.

But nowhere has a mis-
matchinpotatosupplyandde-
mand beenmore acutely felt
than in Belgium, the world’s

biggestexporteroffrozenfries.
Fritesareanationalsymbol,

and friteries—what French-
speaking Belgians call the
stands that sell cardboard
cones stuffedwith fries— are
ubiquitous in public squares
across the country. Belgians
smothertheir frites inavariety
of elaborate sauces, including
andalouse,amayonnaiseblend
with tomato paste and bell
peppers, anddallas,whichhas
friedonion, tomatoandherbs.
Belgium exported $3.3 bil-

lion of cooked, frozenpotatoes
in2025,nearlytripletheamount
a decade earlier, according to
theeU’sstatisticsagency.
Thewar in Iran is the latest

source of strain on the supply

chain for frozen fries, said
Christophe Vermeulen, the
chief executive of Belgapom,
Belgium’spotatoprocessingas-
sociation.
higher energy costsmake

refrigeration and transport
more expensive. Skyrocketing
fertilizer costs alsomake far-
ming more expensive, with
shipscarryingfertilizeringredi-
ents unable to exit the persian
Gulf because of a blockade on
theStraitofhormuz.
Theblockadehasalsomade

ithardertoexport fries tocoun-
tries includingQatar, theUAe
and Saudi Arabia, all major
French fry consumers. Gulf
countriesarelikelytoneedfewer
friesanyway,withfewertourists

staying at resorts and eating at
restaurants,Vermeulensaid.
Closer tohome, rising infla-

tionhasforcedmanyeuropeans
tothinktwiceaboutgoingoutto
restaurants,wheremostfriesare
consumed, saidNiels van der
Boom,ananalystatDCAMarket
Intelligence,which specializes
incommoditymarkets.
These challenges come as

US tariffs on imports have
madeeuropean friesmore ex-
pensive in the United States,
their second-largest market
after Britain. exports of frozen
friesfromtheeUtotheUSwere
down 8 percent over the 12
monthsendingFeb.28,accord-
ing toWorld potatoMarkets, a
magazine. NYT

Potatoes for sale at amarket inHalle, Belgium. NYT

Rescuersafter they safely evacuated thevillagers,whohadbeen
trapped inacave inXaisombounprovince, Laos, onSaturday. APreuters

Singapore,May30

TheUS is ready to restart at-
tacksonIranifadealcannotbe
reached,DefenseSecretarypete
hegsethsaidonSaturday,asne-
gotiatorsfromWashingtonand
Tehranworkedtobridgemajor
differences blocking an agree-
ment. “our ability to recom-
mence if necessary...we are
more than capable,” hegseth
said inSingapore.
“our stockpiles are more

thansuited for that,both there
andaround the globe, sowe're
inaverygoodplace,”headded.
hegseth, speaking at the

Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's
premier forum for defence
leaders, militaries and diplo-
mats, said the US has not
turned its back on the Asia-
pacificregiondespitebeingen-
gaged inconflictwith Iran.
“We can do two things at

onetime.We'resuper-charging
our defence industrial base so
that we’re building 2X, 3X, 4X
themunitionsverysoontoen-
sure thatallofour (operations)
plans are properly funded
throughouttheworld,”hesaid.

The pentagon chief said
president Donald Trumpwas
“patient” andwants tomake a
“great deal” that ensures Iran
doesnotgetanuclearweapon.
MeanwhileonSaturday,the

USmilitary stopped another
merchantvesseltryingtobreak
through the American block-
ade of Iranian ports, a US offi-
cialwithknowledgeofthesitu-
ationtoldTheAssociatedPress.
The Gambia-flagged bulk

carrier Lian Star ignored
multiple warnings from US
forces overnight as it tried to
enter an Iranian port, the offi-
cial,whospokeonconditionof
anonymity to discussmilitary
operations, said.

TheshipwasdisabledbyUS
aircraftintheGulfofomanand
remainsadriftthere,theofficial
said,addingthatUSforceshave
notboarded it.
With the latest action, US

military has stopped six ships
trying to breach the blockade.
onewasallowedtoproceed.
on Friday, Trump said he

wouldmeet in a secureWhite
house room tomake a “final
determination” on a proposal
to end the Iran war, which
would extend an early-April
truce for another 60 days, giv-
ing negotiators time to forge a
permanentendto theconflict.
AWhitehouse official said

the meeting in the Situation

Room lasted about two hours,
but did not address whether
Trumphadmadeadecision.
“presidentTrumpwill only

make a deal that is good for
America and satisfies his red-
lines. Iran can never possess a
nuclear weapon,” the official
said. A senior Iranian source
toldReutersanagreementwas
close but had not yet been ap-
proved.
however, Trump also said

Iran would have to end its
chokeholdontheStraitofhor-
muzanddismantleitscapacity
tomakeanuclearweapon-two
conditionsthatTehranhasnot
agreedto.“Iranmustagreethat
theywill never have aNuclear
WeaponorBomb.Thehormuz
Strait must be immediately
open, no tolls, for unrestricted
shipping traffic, in both direc-
tions,”Trumpsaid,addingthat
nuclear material would be
“unearthed”bytheUS.
Iran’ssemi-officialFarsnews

agency, citing sources, said
Trump’scommentswerean“at-
tempttoportrayafabricatedvic-
tory.”TheseniorIraniansource,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said thepotential deal
doesnotincludeanynuclear-re-
lated issues, while Iran’s
ForeignMinistry spokesperson
esmaeil Baghaei said on state
TVthatthemanagementof the
straitmust be decided by Iran
andoman.

USreadytoresumestrikes
onIranifnodeal:Hegseth

PentAgonchieF sAys trumP is ‘PAtient’ AnDWAntsDeAlWhich ensures irAnDoesnotgetnucleArWeAPons

Trumptomake
decisionon
extending truce

Adroneviewshowsvessels anchoredat theStrait ofHormuz, as
seen fromMusandam,Oman,onSaturday. REUTERS

FarnazFassihi
May29

ASIRANandtheUnitedStates
appeared to be nearing an
agreement to end hostilities
thisweek,noteveryoneinIran
wasonboard.
The hard-line faction, a

fringe but loud group with
members in parliament and a
seat on the SupremeNational
Security Council, has openly
opposed any concessions to
Washington,usingrallies,state
media and private and public
statements as tools to
try toderail adeal.
It remains unclear

when an actual agree-
mentwillbeannounced,
ifatall.presidentTrump
met for two hourswith
cabinetmembers in the Situ-
ationRoomattheWhitehouse
onFriday,butheputoffmaking
a final decision, according to a
senioradministrationofficial.
Iran’s lead negotiator, Gen.

MohammadBagher Ghalibaf,
said in a socialmediapost ear-
lier in the day that Tehran did
not trustWashington and that
nostepwould“betakenbefore
theother sideacts first.”
ButinIranthepoliticalfight

continues. State television,
which is controlled by a hard-
linedirector, has amplified the
divisions in the country and
portrayednegotiationsasafail-

ure. on Monday, president
Masoud pezeshkian scolded
state television in a meeting
withitsseniorleaders,callingon
themtoavoidsowingdiscord.
pezeshkian said evenAya-

tollahAlikhamenei,theformer
supreme leader killed on the
firstdayofthewar,“agreedthat
wemust go to the negotiation
table.”“Butnow,”hecontinued,
“we are advertising that we
shouldnotnegotiate.”
At a packed rally of hard-

line supporters in Tehran on
Friday, large crowds waved

flags and chanted for
defiance. A state televi-
sion reporter asked
some attendees if Iran
should retreat or con-
tinue fighting the
UnitedStatesandIsrael.

“Wewantthemtopunishthem
good,” one woman attendee
said. “Stand firm, we are with
you until our last drop of
blood,” saidoneman.
“Trump must know that

Iran,asthevictorandconqueror
of the field, sets the terms,” said
ebrahimAzizi, a conservative
lawmaker and theheadof par-
liament’snational security and
foreignpolicy committees, in a
socialmediapostonFriday.Ana-
lystsclosetothegovernmentin
Iran say that thehard-line fac-
tionrepresentsaminorityview,
both in the general public and
amongofficials. NYT

HardlinersinTehran
trytoderailpotential
dealwithWashington

E.

DeclanWalsh
Mongbwalu,May30

IN The cramped, dilapidated
ebola ward, a 5-year-old boy
languishedonabaremattress,
a tissue stuffed intohisnose to
stanch the incessant bleeding.
his fatherstoodoverhim,eyes
cloudedwithworry.
A few beds away lay the

body of Christiane Bahati, 21,
whohaddied sevenhours ear-
lier buthadnot yet been taken
away. her shoes were still
tuckedunderthebed,herwail-
ing relatives gathered outside
thewarddoors.
Thebody, coveredbya thin

sheet, was highly contagious.
Yet hardly anyone in theward
was protected. Relatives came
and went, carrying food and

watertoailingpatientsbecause
the hospital had none to give
them.Afewworerubbergloves
or pulled a scarf across their
mouths.Mosthadnothingatall.
Inthenextwardlaythehos-

pital’s laboratory technician,
also sick. Seven other hospital
workershadalreadydiedfrom
suspectedebola.
Few of the staff members

had ever been trained to fight
thedisease,andthemost rudi-
mentary equipment was in
dangerouslyshortsupply:tests,
protective suits, goggles,
masks, evendrinkingwater.
outside, the soundofham-

mering broke the hushed si-
lence. Aid workers fromDoc-
tors Without Borders were
racing to erect isolation tents
anddisinfectionstations.

DrAlexBogole,aCongolese
doctor in the hospital’s inten-
sivecareward,was furious.
Thevirushadbeen spread-

ingformonths,virtuallyunim-
peded, “and this is the best we
cando?”hesaid,thefrustration
pouringthroughhisprotective

gear.Thisistheepicenterofthe
ebola outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, and
the front line is completely
overwhelmed.
TheCongolesehealthMin-

istry declared the outbreak on
May 15, and it has already bal-
loonedintothethirdlargeston
record.Twoweekslater,thein-
ternational response is being
outpaced by the virus, and
there isalmostnothing toslow
it down. Aid groupswarn that
without urgent intervention,
this couldbe theworld’s dead-
liestebolaoutbreakever.
DrBogolewasnevertrained

for thisandwasangryatevery-
one—attheCongolesegovern-
ment for failing to detect the
outbreak until perhaps six
weeks after it began, andat the

world,whichhas barelymobi-
lizedhelphereinMongbwalu,a
remote gold mining town of
about 150,000where the out-
breakisbelievedtohavestarted.
“They holdmeetings and

meetings,” he said, struggling
tocontainhisdisdain.“Whatis
thepurposeofthesemeetings?
people are dying, people are
getting infected, people are in
danger. It’sveryslow.”
Giant trucks, curling

through lushhills, leaveblind-
ing clouds of dust. edgy-look-
ing Congolese soldiers guard
checkpointsthatareoftenlittle
more thanstring.
Gold miners and people

fleeing rebel conflict stream in
andoutofMongbwalu,provid-
ing an excellent vector for the
spreadof thevirus. NYT

AssociatedPress
Kabul,May30

ATRUCkcarryingAfghanrefu-
geesreturningfromneighboring
pakistanoverturnedonahigh-
way in easternAfghanistanon
Saturday, killing at least 22
people and injuring about 36
others, most of them women
andchildren,officialssaid.
The accident occurred in

Laghmanprovinceonthemain
highway linking kabul, the
Afghancapital,withNangarhar
province,saidAbdulMalikNia-
zai, the spokesperson for the
provincialgovernor.
he said among the dead

were 10 children and five
women, and the injuredwere
takentohospitalsinNangarhar.

The provincial director of
publichealth.AminullahSharif,
said 22 peoplewere killed and
about36injured.hesaidtheac-
cidentoccurredwhenthetruck

fell into aditch after thedriver
fellasleep.
Thepassengerswereamong

thousands ofAfghanswho re-
cently returned frompakistan,
whichlaunchedacrackdownon
migrants in2023,andhassince
deportedorpressuredmany to
leave.Iranalsointensifiedexpul-
sions of Afghan migrants
around the same time. Since
then,millions ofAfghanshave
returned home from the two
countries, includingmanywho
were born inpakistan andhad
spentdecadesworkingthere.
Inaseparateaccident in the

easternprovinceofNuristan, a
carfellofftheroadintoariveron
Fridaynight, injuringthedriver
and leaving four passengers
missing,governor’sofficesaid.

AssociatedPress
Moscow,May30

UkRAINIAN DRoNe strikes
causedfiresatmoreRussianoil
facilities overnight into Satur-
day, Russian officials said, in
whatappearedtobelatestattack
onMoscow’svitaloil industry.
Authorities inRussia'sRos-

tovregionsaidfallingdronede-
brissparkedafirethatdamaged
an oil depot and tanker in the
portofTaganrog,whileofficials
in theneighbouringkrasnodar
region reported a fire breaking
outatanoildepotinArmavir.
“Another facility ofRussia's

oil industryhasbeen reached -
Armavir,”Ukrainianpresident
VolodymyrZelenskyywroteon
X,referringtothekrasnodarat-
tack,andnotingthatArmaviris

“500kilometers fromour state
border.”“Wearerightfullybring-
ing the war back to where it
camefrom,”hewrote.
kyiv is bracing for further

heavy bombardments after
what theRussianForeignMin-
istrysaidearlierthisweekwould

beupcoming“systemicstrikes”
onUkraine. TheattacksonRus-
sian oil infrastructure came a
day after aRussian drone that
waspartofanattackonUkraine
struckanapartmentbuildingin
easternRomania, injuring two
intheNATomembercountry.

Smoke risesafter aUkrainiandroneattackonanoil refineryand
terminal in Tuapse regionofRussiaonSaturday. AP Anman receives treatment at a

hospital in Jalalabadafter the
accident in Laghmanprovince
onSaturday. AP

UkrainekeepsupstrikesonRussian
oil sites asKyiv expectsmoreattacks
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InsideEbolaepicentre, thevirus rageswith little to stop it

Associated Press
Havana,May 30

The Top US commander in
Latin America met with
Cubanmilitary leadersonFri-
dayina“briefexchangeonop-
erational security matters”
near the US Navy base in
Guantanamo Bay, the latest
official to visit the island na-
tion as president Donald
Trump ramps up pressure on
its leaders.
Trump has warned that

Cuba “is next” after US mili-
tary forces captured Vene-
zuela'sautocratic leader,Nico-
lasMaduro, in a January raid.
In the months since, the

Trumpadministrationhasim-

posedanoilblockadeonCuba,
maintained warships in the
Caribbean Sea and indicted
former Cuban president Raul
Castroon federal charges.
General Francis Donovan,

head of US Southern Com-
mand, met with Lieutenant
General Roberto Legra Soto-
longo and other Cuban mili-
tary officials.
Cuba's Revolutionary

Armed Forces said in a state-
ment that both sides viewed
“the meeting positively be-
cause it addressed security is-
sues along the perimeter sep-
arating the military enclave,
and they agreed to maintain
communication between the
twomilitary commands”.

TopUScommandermeets
Cubanmilitaryofficials
amidTrumppressure

22killedafter truck carrying
Afghan refugeesoverturns
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AUTHORISED OFFICER, 

CANARA BANK

 No!ce issued under Sec!on 13(2) of the Securi!sa!on & Reconstruc!on of  Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. 

That following Borrowers has availed the following loans/credit facili"es from the Branches from "me to "me:

Demand Notice

Place : Nagpur  

Date  : 27.05.2026

Wadi Branch 

1. SHRI RAHUL DHANRAJ SONTAKKE .BORROWER

2. Mrs. PRITI RAHUL SONTAKKE .CO-BORROWER

70/A AMRAVATI ROAD NEAR MAROTI MANDIR, MAROTI 

NAGAR DATTAWADI, TAH: HINGNA DIST: NAGPUR 

MAHARASHTRA 440023

HOUSING 

FINANCE

Rs.22,41,847.00 
+ Interest and 

Cost

Rs. 
25,00,000/-

8.80%  + 

2% Penal 

Interest

1.
21.05.2026 5096619000029 12.01.2018

LiabilityBorrowers / Branch 
Name

NATURE OF
Loan/Limit

Amount 
Sanctioned

Rate of 
Interest

NPA DateSr.
No.

Date of 
Sanction

Loan A/c. 
No.

DETAILS OF IMMOVABLE SECURED ASSET :  ALL THAT Piece and Parcel of Land bearing Plot No. 41 containing by measurements 139.354 Sq. Mtrs (1500 Sq. Ft.) where the size of 
the plot from East to West admeasuring is 30 Ft and North to South admeasuring is 50 Ft. being por"on of the en"re land bearing Khasara No.64 of Mouza Wadi, P.H. No. 5, Gram 
Panchayat House No. 1570, Ward No. 2, Tah: Nagpur (Gramin) & District Nagpur, Gram Panchayat Wadi and Bounded as under:
On The East : Road, On The West : House of Dehankar, On The North : Plot No. 42, On The South : Plot No. 40
Name of Title Holder : SHRI RAHUL DHANRAJ SONTAKKE 

Regional Office Nagpur
First floor Chandak Bhavan, North Ambazari Road, Shankar Nagar Square, Nagpur - 440010

Ph: 0712 – 2559750 e-Mail – recoveryrongp@canarabank.com

The above said loan/credit facili"es are duly secured by way of mortgage of the assets more specifically described in the schedule hereunder, by virtue of the relevant 
documents executed by you in our favour. Since you had failed to discharge your liabili"es as per the terms and condi"ons s"pulated, the Bank has classified the debt as NPA on 
above Dates Hence, we hereby issue this no"ce to you under Sec"on 13(2) of the subject Act calling upon you to discharge the en"re liability of above Amounts with accrued 
and up-to-date interest and other expenses, within sixty days from the date of the no"ce, failing which we shall exercise all or any of the rights under Sec"on 13(4) of the subject 
Act. Further, you are hereby restrained from dealing with any of the secured assets men"oned in the schedule in any manner whatsoever, without our prior consent. This is 
without prejudice to any other rights available to us under the subject Act and/or any other law in force. Your a!en"on is invited to provisions of sub-sec"on (8) of Sec"on 13 of 
the SARFAESI Act, in respect of "me available, to redeem the secured assets.

The demand no"ce had also been issued to you by Registered Post Ack due to your last known address available in the Branch record.     

POSSESSION NOTICE (as per rule 8(2) of security Interest (enforcement) rules, 2002)

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of SBFC Finance Limited under the Securitization, Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 8 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued Demand Notices upon the Borrowers/Co-borrowers mentioned below, to repay the amount men-
tioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower/Co-borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Co-borrowers and the public in gen-
eral that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/ her under
Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates.
The Borrower/Co-borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with
the property will be subject to the charge of SBFC Finance Limited.

Name and Address of Borrowers & Date of
Demand Notice and Loan A/c No.

1. MR SOPAN RAMAJI WAGHMARE

2. MRS. VANITA SOPAN WAGHAMARE,

3. MR. GAURAV SOPAN WAGHAMARE

Having address at: Property Situated At Milkat No.703,

Plot No.49, Zone No.6, T.S. No.21, Near Devanshi Krushi

Kendra, Neri, Tal. Mohadi, Dist. Bhandara 441807.

Demand Notice Date: 11th March- 2026

Loan Account No. SBFCLAP0000031300 (PR01478939)

Rs. 1773808/-

(Rupees Seventeen Lacs

Seventy Three Thousand

Eight Hundred and Eight

Only) as on 13th February

2026 plus unapplied interest

from the date of

14th February 2026,

Property Situated At Milkat No. 703, Plot No.49, Zone

No. 6, T.S. No. 21, Near Devanshi Krushi Kendra,

Neri, Tal. Mohadi, Dist. Bhandara 441807. Bounded

By- East – Canal And Road, West – Property Of Mr.

Vilas Waghmare, North – Road, South – Canal.

Date of Symbolic Possession: 28th May 2026

Amount demanded in
Possession Notice (Rs.)

Description of Property(ies) & Date of
Possession

registered Office:- unit No. 103, First Floor, C&B

square, sangam Complex, Village Chakala, andheri-

Kurla road, andheri (east), Mumbai-400059.
sBFC Finance Limited

The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Dated: 31-05-2026, Place: Bhandara 441807 Sd/- (Authorized Officer), SBFC Finance Limited.

Place: Nagpur, Date : 31/05/2026 CHIEF MANAGER, AUTHORISED OFFICER

The following movable article of goods /vehicle (s) financed by the Union Bank of India (Bank) and seized from the concerned defaulting borrower/ guarantor, are

available for sale. Persons interested to buy the HYPOTHECATED GOODS/VEHICLES may contact the undersigned for physical inspection and details of the

hypothecated goods/vehicles. Intending buyers shall submit their offer letter accompanying a refundable / adjustable Banker’s cheque or pay order for following

amount as earnest money deposit for hypothecated goods / vehicle, favoring Union Bank of India and payable at Nagpur towards interest free earnest money

deposit.

Intending buyers shall submit their offer in sealed envelopeswith superscriptions “Quotation for purchase of Hypothecated of Goods / vehicle” and the same should

reach the undersigned on or before 05:00 PM on 01-07-2026. Sealed quotations will be opened at 12:00 Noon on 02-07-2026 & intending buyer who have

submitted their offersmay choose to remain present at that time.

Successful bidders will have to deposit the quoted price in full within 10 (ten) working days from the date of auction or any such time as may be extended by the

Bank, failingwhich, the EMDshall be forfeited and the vehicle(s)will be sold forthwith.

The Hypothecated Goods / vehicles as being sold on “as is and where is” basis and will not be sold below the reserve price fixed by the bank. The undersigned

reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the offerswithout assigning any reason thereto.

The movable article will be sold to the highest bidder. However, the undersigned reserves the absolute discretion to allow inter se bidding if deemed

necessary. Contact details of AuthorizedOfficer- Amit Yesansure- 86248 52750.

Kamptee Branch
Plot no. 1 KAMPTEE KALAM ROAD NEAR LIFE LINE HOSPITAL YARKHEDA

KAMPTEE NAGPUR-441001
E-mail:ubin0576263@unionbankofindia.bank.in

AUCTION NOTICE GOODS / VEHICLE

Borrower/

Guarantor

Description of the

movable article is

present for inspection

Reserve Price &

Date of Auction & Sealed

Envelope Opened Date & Time

EMD Amt

& Last Date of

Submission of sealed Envelope

Aaquib Liyaqat

Ali

I 20 SPORTZ 1 2 KAPPA MT HYUNDAI

MOTOR INDIA LTD 2022
Registration No. MH31FU6729

Rs. 5,20,000/- (Rupees Five Lakh Twenty

Thousand Only) 02-07-2026 (on 12:00

Noon)

Rs. 52,000/- (Rupees Fifty TwoThousand Only)
01-07-2026 (On or before till 05:00 PM)
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l SuLTAN of SwING

HowBhuvihasn’t allowedtheyoung fearlessbatsmantorunawaywith IPL
Sandeepdwivedi
NewDelhi,May30

WHiLETHE 15-year-oldvaib-
hav suryavanshi’s fearless hit-
tinghasmadehimthisseason’s
highest run-getter, bhuvnesh-
warKumar, at 36,hasexploited
that same trait in several new-
agebatsmentoemergeasoneof
the league’s topwicket-takers.
Thoughhehasn’tyetgotsurya-
vanshi’swicket,bhuvneshwar’s
26scalpsincludethewho’swho
of gen Next daredevils—
Priyansh arya, Prabhsimran
singh, sahil Parakh, sameer
Rizvi,ayushMhatre, anda few
more.
Theslyoldfoxhasreminded

theyoungturksthattheirstand-
and-deliver,relentlessattacking
approach, thoughverypopular
with fans, isn’t bulletproof.He
isn’tallowingtherelentlesslyat-
tackingkidstorunawaywithhis
sport.Not thathe is gettingany
credit for keeping bowlers rel-
evant inT20 cricket. but then,
that has beenbhuvneshwar’s
storyallalong.
as a rookie bowler, he

notchedsachinTendulkar’sfirst
duckindomesticcricket.Hehad
adreamodidebutagainstPak-
istan,runningthroughtheirtop-
order.He is on theLord’s hon-
ours board.Hehas twoPurple
CapsandtwoiPLtitles.
still, bhuvi isn’t even the

most talked-about cricketer
from his hometown Meerut.
That honour goes to Praveen
Kumar. inRCb, there arevirat
Kohli and now Rajat Patidar,
players withmore star power
thanhim.Not thathemindsor
workstowardsbuildinganaura
around him. a man of few
words,he isn’t justunderstated
but does his best to underplay
himself.

Strongworkethic
once, an interviewer asked

himthesecretofhisswingbow-
lingandsuggestedafewoptions:
is it becauseof the several ball-
manufacturingunitsinMeerut?
Was it becausebittu, his child-
hood name, was passionate
aboutkiteflying,adailyactivity
thathelpedhimdevelopdexter-
ouswrists?as if to cut the con-

versation short orprobablynot
keentointellectualisehisart,he
agreed toboth. if easyaccess to
a gleaming red cherry andkite
flyingmade one the sultan of
swing, india would be brim-
mingwithbowlersofbhuvnesh-
war’s skill. bhuvi, the sultanof
swing,didn’tmindtheimageof
akite-flyingbittu.

Though later in the chat, he
didmentionthehoursheputin
as a 10-year-old with a slight
build to be a fast bowler. He
didn’t have any energy left to
eveneat food.Hismother gave
his elder sister thedailydutyof
feedinghimashe sprawledon
thebed,shuthiseyes,andcalled
itaday.Healsohaddroolsdrip-

ping from the corner of his
mouthwhenhe slept—aclear
signof a thoroughly exhausted
person. These were nuggets
mentionedinpassingwithnoef-
forttoexaggeratehisordealfrom
his earlydays. inhispart of the
world, the industrial town of
Meerut, theycallbhuvneshwar
a karmath cricketer—aplayer
withagreatwork-ethicandfirm
believer of karma andnot the
hype-industry.
bhuvneshwarcomesacross

asalaid-backcricketerbutthat’s
misleading, like his bowling.
Watchhiseyeswhenherunsin

to bowl— fully focused on the
target, tiny balls of fire burn at
the very center of his pupils
when he towers over the
stumps, arches his back, and
unleashestheballexactlywhere
hewants.Everytimehehasthe
ball inhishand,he seems tobe
inazone,hisbrain tickingcon-
stantlytospotaweaknessinthe
batsman in front.His goal is to
dismiss the batsman, nothing
else.Nouglysend-offorasledge
toventouttheangerorevenan
over-the-top celebration to tell
thebatsman that hewasbetter
ontheday.

Thinkingbowler
Whenhe got Tendulkar, he

hunghis head, as if to offer an
apologytoPaaji.atLord’s,when
he knocked backben stokes’s
stump to take his fifth, all he
couldmanagewas amild fist-
pump. in the iPL too,whenhe
gets one of the new stars, a
Johnny-come-latelyhard-hitter,
hiscelebrationdoesn’thavethe
angst of a veteranwhogrudges
the success and riches of the
newbies. once he has beaten

their defense, he is onhis own,
flyingontheturf,celebratinghis
victory andnot the batsman’s
defeat.His facebetrays the sat-
isfaction of a thinking bowler
whohascrackedthecodetopin
downthemodernT20smasher.
inanRCbvideo,whenasked

tocomparesuryavanshi&Co.to
pastbatsmen,hesharesasecret
thatgiveshopethatallisnotlost
forthebowlers.“They(new-age
T20batsmen)arefearless.They
don’t thinkaboutwhatthecon-
ditions are andwhat the situ-
ation is. They take on the
bowlers. That is also the reason
batsmen of the past aremore
mature and read the situation
andconditionsbetterthanthese
guys,”hesays.
While lesserbowlersget in-

timidatedbythemassiveback
lift and the batsmoving like a
golf swing,bhuvneshwarsees
an opening. a classical swing
bowler,with immaculatecon-
trol over the line and length,
the ever-evolving bowler
bowls lengths that force
batsmen tomove their feet—
something today’s T20

batsmenaren’t used to.
by an indiscernible adjust-

ment of the thumbon theball,
hehasitonastring.Hegotarya
outwithaballpitchedatalength
thatwas beyondhis reach; the
extra bounce that he gets from
bendingthebackatthelastmin-
uteresultedinamis-hit.Prabh-
simran was foxed by a ball
pitchedonaTestmatchlength,
swungwideon theoff-sideand
movedfurtherawayafterpitch-
ing. by habit he swung and
edged behind. Rizvi couldn’t
readthelengthandgotbowled.
bhuvi theconjurerhasbeen

playingtheyoungbatsmenthis
season.ashesaid, theyweren’t
reading the conditions, situ-
ation, or the bowler who had
Tendulkar for a duck and is a
Lord’shero.
Here’s a humble request to

thosepunch-drunkon the suc-
cess of this iPL’s young six-hit-
tingmachine—sparea thought
for anequally successful crafty
old-timer. if your fingers are
hurtingfromapplaudingsurya-
vanshiallseason,deliveraslow-
clapovationtobhuvneshwar.

At36,BhuvneshwarKumar (26scalpsandcounting), continues to
beachallengingprospect forbatsmentodealwith in the IPL.CReimaS

ShankarNarayan
Ahmedabad,May30

asthesunsetovertheNarendra
Modi stadium on saturday
evening,RajatPatidaranddev-
dutt Padikkalwere still on the
ground,working through their
drills under dinesh Karthik's
eye. The intensitywas evident.
so was the composure. That
combination -urgencywithout
anxiety -hasbecomethedefin-
ing characteristic of this RCb
sideovertwoseasons.
Theyarriveatsunday'sfinal

asdefending champions.They
alsoarriveatavenuethathasal-
readybeatenthemoncethissea-
son - bowledout for 155here in
april,atotalgujaratchasedwith
fourwickets inhand.The final
wasoriginally scheduledat the
Chinnaswamystadiuminben-
galuru,RCb'shome, before the
bCCimoved it toahmedabad
citinglogisticalrequirements.so
the defending championswill
playforthetitlenotontheirown
ground but on gujarat's, on a
pitchtheyknowcanundothem.
ahmedabad is hosting the iPL
final for the fourth time in the
last five seasons. RCb are the
only side arrivingwithout the
comfortoffamiliarity.
it is the kind of detail that

wouldhaveunsettledprevious
RCb sides. This one no longer
lookslikeateambuiltonreputa-
tion. it has beenbuilt, deliber-
ately, on somethingmoredur-
able.
The clearest illustration

came last Tuesday indharam-
sala. bhuvneshwarKumar, 36
years old,with 26wickets in 15
matches this season, bowling

thesameseam-upactionhehas
bowledforsixteenyears.Patidar
walkinginat97for3andmaking
93off33balls-thefastestinnings
of 90 or more in iPL history.
Neithermomentwasaccidental.
bothweretheproductofafran-
chise that has stopped assem-
blingfamousnamesandstarted
buildingdefinedroles.

EfficientXI
The thinking behind the

squadreflectsaclarityshapedby
theChinnaswamy -high-scor-
ing, short boundaries, pace-
friendly. bhuvneshwar gives
swing and powerplaywickets
that hand RCb early control.
Josh Hazlewood mixes his
lengthsintelligentlytomaintain
pressure.Rasikhsalamdarhas
quietly filled the third seamer
slot inyashdayal's absence. in
spin,suyashsharmaandKrunal
Pandyabringdifferent tools to-
ward the same principle:
middle-overcontrolandwickets
in batting-friendly conditions.
The batting reflects the same
roleprecision.viratKohlistabil-

ises and anchors. Padikkal en-
forces at the top.Timdavidac-
celerates late. Jitesh sharma
providesfinishingdepth.Thein-
tent isnot toassemblethemost
famousXibutthemostefficient
one.
awinonsundaywouldput

PatidaralongsideMsdhoniand
Rohitsharmaascaptainstowin
consecutive iPL titles. Hewas
asked about this at the pre-
matchpressconferenceonsat-
urday. Theanswerwas charac-
teristic. "No, i'venever thought
aboutwhatanothercaptainhas
doneorwhether iwant tocom-
petewithsomeone.Myjourney
hasbeenarollercoaster,buti've
neverfocusedonthat.ifocuson

whaticandobestinthepresent.
Rightnow,my focus is only on
the final andgivingmybest to-
morrow."
Thebroader legacy conver-

sation is one the franchise is
morewilling tohave than their
captain.Teams thatdefineeras
arerarelybuiltonsingle-season
brilliance.Theyarebuiltonsta-
bilityacrosscycles.Threethings
standout in this RCbgroup as
the foundations of something
longer.Thefirst isPatidar'scap-
taincy-notyetfullyformedbut
alreadyembeddedinaclearsys-
tem,built for continuity rather
thanpersonality. The second is
theindiancoreofKrunal,Padik-
kal, JiteshandPatidarhimself -
the structural backbone that
givesthesideidentityandallows
overseasplayers to slot intode-
fined roles. The third is the
bridgethatKohliandbhuvnesh-
war provide between the fran-
chise'spastanditsevolvingpres-
ent. between them they carry
theidentityandtheexperience.
Neither is surplus. both are es-
sential.

gujarat Titans are not
straightforward opponents.
both sides arrive on sunday
chasing a second iPL title - gT
won their first in 2022 under
HardikPandya.Theyknowthis
ground. Theybat from the top
withgill and sudharsan, bowl
withRabadaandsiraj,andcon-
trol themiddle overswithRa-
shidKhan.TheyhavelosttoRCb
twicethisseasonbutwonQuali-
fier 2 tobehere.gill's reflection
after theQualifier 1 defeatwas
pointed:fieldingletthemdown
underpressure. Theywill have
addressedthat.
Thepitchused for the final

willbethesamesurfaceusedfor
the 2023odiWorldCup final.
on that evidence alone, condi-
tionswilltestbothsidesequally.
What it will not test equally is
temperament - and that,more
than tactics, iswhat sunday is
reallyabout.
RCb have climbed the

mountainonce.Thequestionis
whether theyhavebuilt some-
thing strong enough to stay
there.

For18years,RCB
underachieved.
Sunday’s final
againstGujarat
will tellus if they
havefixedit
permanently

Fromchaos toclarity
iNdiaN pREMiER LEaguE fiNaL

TheNarendraModiStadiumwill host the IPL final for the fourth time in the last five seasons. PRaveenKhanna

LalithKalidas
NewDelhi,May30

EvENiNaniPLseasondefined
byunprecedentedscoringrates,
stability remains a premium.
Consistency that lasts two
monthscanpunchatickettothe
final.RoyalChallengersbenga-
luruandgujaratTitansembody
contrastingrun-makingphilos-
ophies, yet arrive at the same
endpoint:clarityoverchaos.
it is the relative calmwithin

their batting units that has
driven success, albeit through
different personnel structures.
Whilethedefendingchampions
utilisetheirentiretopseven,gu-
jarat’s batting is visibly pinned

onshubmangill,saisudharsan
andJosbuttler.Theefficiencyof
bothunits throughthe first two
phases,withminimaldrop-offs
in intent, has allowed them to
outpace themoreexplosive top
ordersofRajasthanRoyals,sun-
risers Hyderabad and Punjab
Kings.
interestingly, RCb are the

only side among the top-five
teams to increase their scoring
rate as the innings progress.
Their Powerplay strike rate of
9.75runsperover(rpo)hastran-
sitionedsmoothlyinto9.9rpoin
themiddle overs (7–16).While
the average dips from41 to 31,
RCbabsorb that cost thanks to
their depth and finishing

strength. in contrast, gujarat
continue to adopt a lower-risk
approach,with scoring respon-
sibility concentrated in the top

three.Theirmiddle-order aver-
ageof35.24isthehighestamong
Playoffteams.Thoughtheystart
slower in thePowerplay at 9.08
rpo,gTmaintainstabilityat9.05
rpothroughthemiddleovers.
by comparison, the third-

placedRajasthanRoyalsleaned
heavilyonthevaibhavsoorya-
vanshi factor, with the Power-
play contributing over 36 per-
cent of their total runs— the
highestamongallteams.How-
ever,their11.2rpointhatphase
drops to 9.19 in the middle
overs, alongside a steep fall in
average.
avoiding such sharp fluctu-

ations for 80per cent of the in-
ningshas ensured that neither
RCbnorgT is forced to reset at
the death. Powered by Tim
david (252 runs inovers 17–20),
RCbsurgeat11.19rpo—thesec-
ond-best in the league.gujarat,
lackingsimilarfirepower,trailat
9.53rpointhefinalphase.

Teamswith similar battingphilosophies, differentdepth

KagisoRabadahas28wickets in18matchesthis IPL.CReimaS/BCCi

Thedefending
championswillplay
for thetitlenoton
theirownground
butonGujarat's,on
apitchtheyknow
canundothem.

Gujarat’sbatting isvisiblypinned
onShubmanGill,SaiSudarshan
andJosButtler.CReimaS

ExpressNewsService
Ahmedabad,May30

bEFoRE RoyaL Challengers
bengaluru(RCb)'siPL2026final
against gujarat Titans, Rajat
Patidar was presented with a
topic that has followed him
throughmuchof the season - a
potential return to india's T20i
setup.
Patidar, however, had little

interestindiscussingit."i'mnot
lookingforwardtoanyselection
regardingindia.so,i'mnotlook-
ingforwardfor it," theRCbcap-
tainsaidontheeveofthefinal.
it iseasytounderstandwhy

hisnamehasenteredtheselec-
tiondebate.Patidarhasscored
486runsin14matchesthissea-
sonwhilesimultaneouslylead-
ing RCb into a second succes-
siveiPLfinal.Hisperformances
have come in abatting line-up
built around clearly defined
roles,withPatidaroftenprovid-
ing the acceleration in the
middleovers.

Indiacaptain?
That sameoutlookwas evi-

dent when Patidar was asked
whetherhecouldenvisionhim-
selfonedayleadingindiainT20
cricket."idon'tvisualisetobethe
T20captainof india. but at the
sametime,everycaptainwants
towin the trophies. so last year
wedidit,butagainit'sanewsea-
son. you cannot keep talking
about2025,whatwehavedone.
youhavetobemoreinthepres-
ent and dowhatever best you
candotowinthetitle.Whathas
changed from last year? To be
honest, i don't think we have
changedanything."
RCbenter the final carrying

theconfidenceofasidethathas
established itself as one of the
iPL'smost consistent teams in
recent seasons.While Patidar's
individual contributions have
beensignificant,hebelievesthe
franchise's evolutionhas been
driven by a broader shift in
mindset rather than the in-
fluenceofafewstarperformers.
"i think responsibility is the

mainwordthateveryindividual
isthinkingabout."
Headded:"so,responsibility

andkeennesstodofortheteam.
andhaving the samemindset
thatwearenothere to justplay
qualifiersandall.Wearehereto
playthefinalsandwinthefinals.
so i think this mindset has
changed."

Rajat Patidar. PRaveenKhanna

IntheIPLtoo,when
Bhuvneshwargets
oneofthenewstars,
aJohnny-come-

latelyhard-hitter,his
celebrationdoesn’t
havetheangstofa
veteranwhogrudges
thesuccessand

richesofthenewbies

Mindsettowin
title,notdefend
2025ipLwin,
sayspatidar

ShankarNarayan
Ahmedabad,May30

Kagiso Rabadawill run in
fromoneend.Mohammedsiraj
from theother. between them,
in the overs that follow, Jason
Holderwillstepin.ThenRashid
Khan. Then Prasidh Krishna.
RoyalChallengersbengaluru's
batting - Kohli's stability, Pati-
dar'sexplosiveness,Timdavid's
finishing power - has found
answerstomostchallengesthis
season.onsunday, itmust find
answersforall five.
WhatmakesgujaratTitans'

attackparticularlydangerousis
notmerely the quality of indi-
viduals but the variety they
bring.itisaunitrootedintradi-
tionalTest-matchlengths,forc-
ing batsmen to constantly re-
think their approach across all
twentyovers.Therearenoeasy
phases.Thereisnoobviousgap.
RCb's batting has been one of
thedefiningstoriesof iPL2026
- built around clearly defined
roles, it has answered most
challenges thrown itsway. but
this is arguably themost com-
plete bowling attack in the
league, and themost complete
test ithas faced.

Rediscovered form
Rabadahasbeen the stand-

out bowler of iPL 2026. after
three consecutivedifficult sea-
sons-acombined20wickets in
21matches -hehas emergedas
thebowlingleaderofthisattack.
Twenty-eight wickets in 16
matches at 9.43. Nineteen of
thoseinthepowerplay.Hisabil-
ity to hit the deck hard while
maintaininghighspeedsmakes
himeffective evenon surfaces
thatofferlittleassistance.There-
lentless pace, the attacking
mindset that refuses to retreat
into containment - Rabada ar-
rives at the final as the tourna-
ment'sleadingwicket-takerand
as a bowler who has redis-
coveredsomethinghehadtem-
porarilylost.
siraj presents a different

challenge from the other end.
The 32-year-old relies on seam
movementandswing,hunting
wickets fromthevery first over
rather than retreating into de-
fensive lengths. Fourteenofhis
18wicketsthisseasonhavecome
inthefirstsixovers.Hisstockde-
livery appears to come in but
shapes away - outside edges re-

maininterested.WhereRabada
hits hard and fast, siraj probes
andmoves.Together theyform
themost dangerous new-ball
pairinginthecompetition.
The surprise has been

Holder. gujarat had planned
him before the auction even
opened. "Even before the iPL
auction last year, we had
planned that Jason Holder
wouldbeourmainpick,"gTas-
sistantcoachParthivPatelsaid.

Faith inHolder
"Weknowthat in the last 1.5

years,Holderhasbeen ingood
form inT20 leagues across the
world. if youhaveaplayerwho
can bowl in the powerplay as
well as in themiddleovers, and
he can bat as well - after that
decision,alotofthingschanged
forus." seventeenwickets in 10
matches at aneconomyof 7.54.
Thirteenof those in themiddle
overs,wherehisheightextracts
bounce from lengths that are
otherwise comfortable to hit.
Thecalculationwasmadefour-
teenmonthsago. ithaspaidoff
preciselyasintended.
PrasidhKrishna's16wickets

have comeat a cost - 10.52 runs
perover-butheremainsadiffi-
cult bowler to line up. The
lengths are awkward, the pace
persistent, and he repeatedly
hits the deckhard. Caught be-
tween driving and pulling,
batsmenareforcedintoscoring
options they would not nor-
mallyconsider.onasurfacelike
ahmedabad,wherethebounce
istrueandthepaceholds,those
lengthsbecomedifficult.
Then Rashid Khan. by the

time he arrives, RCbwill have
survived the pace quartet. it
will not feel like relief. seven-
teen of his 19 wickets have
come in the middle overs,
where he has broken partner-
shipsandstalledscoringwitha
consistencythatmakeshimthe
most reliable wicket-taker in
the competition when games
are in the balance. His pace
through the air, his accuracy,
his ability to create doubt
where batsmen thought they
had settled - each time a RCb
batterthinkstheyhavereadthe
innings,Rashidwillbewaiting.
batsmen win you games.

bowlers win you champion-
ships.gujaratTitanshavebuilt
theirbowlingattackaroundthat
conviction.

Titans’ five-pronged
bowlingattack
RCB’sbiggest test

Responsibility isprobablythekeyword.Every individual iskeentocontributeanddosomethingfor theteam.Theother thing is themindset.
We’renothere just toqualify for theplayoffs.We’rehere toplayfinalsandwinfinals. I thinkthatmindsethaschanged.

RajatpatidaR,onWhaT’SChangedfoRRoyalChallengeRSBengalURU

NumberPlate

9.9
lRCB’sSR in thepowerplay is9.75
runsperoverandgoesto9.9 in the
middleovers (7-16)—theonly
teamintheTop5tohaveanas-
cendingscoringrate.
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ShivaniNaik
Mumbai,May30

nOT FeArleSS, but forged.
Satwiksairaj rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty were 8-13 down
inthefirstsetagainsttheworld
champions.Theywon21-19,21-
18.
Defeatingworldchampions

and top seeds Seo Seung-jae
andkimWon-ho ofkorea, the
Indians reached successive fi-
nals inthemonthofMayatthe
Singapore Open Super 750.
Thiswastheirfirstwinoverthe
koreans,whocame inona34-
match winning streak, un-
beaten across seven tourna-
mentssince lastautumn.
For the tall Indians, con-

stantlyfacingtheheadwindsof
theflatgameandservicereturn
troubles, it was amassive re-
leaseofpressure—notonlydid
they out-skill Seo Seung-jae, a
contemporary doubles great,
but they cameback from trail-

ingpositions inbothsets.
“Thewaywewere playing,

even whenwewere downwe
backedeachotherup.Weknew
they crack at some time if we
sticktoourplans.Pointswould
eventually come.We had that
belief,”Chirag toldbWF.
The path from 9-13 to 17-17

was the turnaround they had
beenbuildingtowardforayear
—aperiodinwhichtheirgame
has evolved to becomemore
completethanevenwhenthey
wereworldno1.ThetwoOlym-
pic disappointments have
better armed them for beating
pairings whomake them un-
comfortable.
Their reputation as slam-

bang smashmachines helped.
Itmeantthecreativesouthpaw
Seo Seung-jaewas perpetually
in twominds, always bracing
for the big smash to the back
court.Whilethefastconditions
neutralised korean skills, the
Indians played snappy, flat

drives, pushing Seo-kimback
andopeningupwidespaces to
kill. levellingat 17-all, thegear
change from five points down
was almost imperceptible. Seo
was sowary of the smash that
the Indians gleefully pinned
himbackandtookthefirstlead
with front-courtkillsat 18-17.
Satwikremainsuncertainin

confidence, but in a classic 1-2
move the duo operate almost
on autopilot. On themost cru-

cial point of thematch—get-
ting to 19-18withoutwilting—
Satwik soared to smash first,
thenChirag leapt likeasecond
giant wave to hit the koreans.
Satwikmadeamends for a ser-
viceerrorthatfollowedwithan
aggressive cross-net, wholly
unexpected by the koreans
who had beaten the Indians
twice lastyear.
The opening set was

claimed 21-19 after a fast, taut,

tenserallyinwhichthekorean
defenceparriedbackanIndian
attacking flurry until they
couldn't— a Satwik smash fi-
nally beating Seo's usually
watertightdefence.

Decoysmash
Still, Seo-kim areno 1 and

on an undefeated streak for a
reason. The Indians trailed
againinthesecond,evenasSeo
wasnowconvinced the Indian
attack was an almighty head-
ache. From0-3, Satwik-Chirag
triedthedecoysmash—theul-
timate moment in men's
doubles — when Chirag
jumped as if to hit but Satwik
rose like a booming echo right
behindhimandcompletedthe
action.
Chirag followedwith chee-

tah-like front-court intercep-
tions, boldly attacking the
koreanserveandsowingmore
doubts.Satwikrattledkimwith
highflatsatfaceheight,putting
the koreans in an awkward
bind. “Set 2 plan was to just
keep pushing at the net. I felt
liketheywerenotinacomfort-
able position to defend. They
didn'twanttodefend.Sowegot
into that game, didn't leave

them, just rushed them,” Sat-
wik toldBWF.
The real war bugle was

blown at 9-9 with Chirag's
iconiccryof 'Maar'.
even as the koreans took a

slender 11-10 lead, they had
beensplittwice—bothSeoand
kimgoingforthesameshuttle,
collidingtwice. Thingswentto
11-14,but theIndianswerepre-
pared. The attack was earned
by keeping korean playmaker
Seo under pressure with hard
pushes, depriving himof time
to create openingswhile going
ontheattack themselves.
“Ifwehave tobeat themwe

have to be steady. by far they
have the strongest defence on
the circuit. normal rallies we
are Ok, but when rallies get
longer they are quite strong in
defence.Soweneedtobecalm
andsteady,”Chiragsaid.
Satwikdrewcross liftswith

his smashes for Chirag to kill.
After splitting the koreans
again, Seowas shaken enough
tosendararesmashlong.With
Satwik'sattacknear-unretriev-
ableandtheIndiansassuredat
the net, Seo erred on a serve.
The koreans blinkingwas the
tacticalwin.

Satwik-ChiragdownWorldNo.1s toreachfinal
SiNgAPoREoPEN

Down8-13 in the first set, Indianpair
beat SeoSeung-jae andKimWon-ho
to end their 34-matchwinning streak

rankireddyandshetty (r)beatseoseung-jaeandKimwon-ho
21-19, 21-8 in the semifinals of thesingaporeopen. baDMinTOnPhOTO

PritishRaj
NewDelhi,May30

OnAdaywhenthepresenceof
ace wrestler Vinesh Phogat
hoggedthelimelight,two-time
World Championships bronze
medallist Antim Panghal re-
claimedher standing in the 53
kg category after defeating
Meenakshi Goyat in theAsian
Games trials final at the IG In-
doorStadium.
Antim, who represented

India in the 53 kg category at
the 2024 Paris Olympics, suf-
fered a shocking loss against
Meenakshi Goyat in theAsian
Championshipstrialearlierthis
year. In the absence ofVinesh,
Antimhadownedthe53kgcat-
egoryfor thepast twoyearsbe-
fore losing toMeenakshi.
ThelossagainstMeenakshi

in the Asian Championships
trial hadhit Antim like a road-
block. “I lost toMeenakshi di
last time in the trials. before
thatIrarelylostinthetrialsand
was going to international
tours.WhenI lost thelast time,
it hit me a little hard,” said
Antim. “I realised the impor-
tance of winning andworked
extrahard this time.”
On Saturday, Antim came

up with a new strategy to
counter Meenakshi’s game.
During the six-minute bout,
contrary to her playing style,
Antim defended stoutly and
foiled any attacking moves
made byMeenakshi. “I lost to
her last timewhile trying toat-
tackbut this timemyplanwas
simple,not togivehermylegs.
Once I got that right, she tried
otherattacksbutcouldn’tgetit
done,”explainedAntim.
lasttime,Antimtriedtoat-

tackMeenakshi’s legs but paid
the price andMeenakshi had
countered her in the last mo-
ment topinher. “The ideawas
to sit patiently and let her at-

tack.Whentheopponentdoes-
n’t get many chances, they
panic and the samehappened
today,”Antim’scoachSiyanand
Dahiyasaid.
While Antim successfully

executedher strategy, thebout
was ultra defensive with the
scoreline reading 3-2. Antim
didn’t put forward any attacks
and the three points she got
wereall technicalpointswhich
resulted inMeenakshi protest-
ingat theendof thebout.Mee-
nakshi alleged thatnoneof the
decisions went in her favour.
However,WrestlingFederation
of India (WFI), after a review,
said theboutwaswon fairlyby
Antim.

Businessasusual
beforethetrialsstarted,the

atmosphereinsidethekDJad-
hav Indoor hall was already
heated.However,Antimdidn’t
let the drama happening
around affect her and con-
tinuedherusualbusiness.
She started her trials in

dominantfashiontakingdown
Tannu in 34 seconds. As the
bout started, Antim grabbed
ontoheranklesandturnedher
over five times to take thewin
on technical superiority. After
that, she pinned Himanshi
with just asmuchease toenter
thesemifinals.
Inthelast-4encounter,she

faced Commonwealth Games
medallistPoojaGehlotwhoput
up some resistance. For the

larger part of the bout, both
wrestlers were locked at 1-1,
however,Pooja’s attempt toat-
tackAntiminthelastmoments
resulted in the 2025 Worlds
bronzemedallistreversingitto
takeherdownandmake it 5-1.
“Myboutsweregoodand it

was a competitive category. I
think I executedmyplanswell
andmy finalwent reallywell,”
saidAntim,whowill be one of
India’s biggestmedal hopes at
theupcomingAsianGames.
When asked about if the

wholesagaofVineshreturning
to the mat affected her per-
formance,Antimsaid,“Itisjust
another bout andwhenweare
in a competition, we have to
fightanyway.”
WiththeAsianGamesthree

months away, Antim has just
played one international tour-
nament this year. butwith her
regularpresenceattheinterna-
tional level, it is expected that
she can provide some resis-
tanceagainstthewrestlersfrom
Japan, China andnorthkorea
at thecontinentalshowpiece.

PanghalsidestepsPhogatshow
tobookherAsianGamesticket

wREStliNg tRiAlS

BeatsMeenakshi in the final of the
53kg toavengeher loss to the same
wrestler in theAsianC’ship trials

AntimPanghal afterwinning the53-kg final againstMeenakshiGoyatduringAsiad trials. GajEnDrayaDav

Arsenal'sGabrielMagalhaes reacts aftermissinghis kickduring the
penalty shootout at thechampionsLeague final. aP

PSGoutlastGunners
inpenalty shootout
ExpressNewsService
Mumbai,May30

PArIS SAInT-GerMAIn re-
fuses to let go of europe. In a
finalofbrutalmarginsandcol-
lapsing legs, the defending
champions outlasted Arsenal
4-3 on penalties to retain the
Champions league and con-
firmed their place at the sum-
mitof thegame.
Twicewinnersinarow,PSG

held their nerve as Arsenal’s
unbeateneuropeanrunfinally
crackedunderpressure.ebere-
chieze’smissopenedthedoor,
andGabrielblazedthedecisive
kick high into the budapest
night,sendingitintothestands
as silence swallowed the Ar-
senal end. As PSG players
sprinted onto the pitch in cel-
ebration,Gabrieldroppedtohis
knees in tears, surrounded by
heartbreak, while navy blue
shirts swarmed the turf in
scenesofpure triumph.
For much of the evening,

which ended 1-1 after extra
time,MikelArteta’ssidelooked
destinedtocompletethegreat-
est achievement in the club’s
history. kai Havertz’s early
strike gave Arsenal a precious
advantageandappearedtoput
themoncourseforChampions
leagueglory.
yet after spendingmuch of

thematchdefendingtheirlead,
the Gunners were eventually
punished as Ousmane Dem-
bélé converted a second-half
penalty to drag PSG level and
forceextra time.
Thescorelinereflectedafas-

cinatingtacticalbattlebetween
two elite sides pursuing euro-
peanfootball’sbiggestprize.Ar-
senal enjoyed the better start
and struck with clinical effi-
ciency,whilePSGgraduallyes-
tablishedterritorialcontrolbe-
forefinallyfindingarouteback
into thecontest.
Arsenal settled quickly de-

spite themagnitude of the oc-
casion and carried a threat
whenever they broke forward.
Their reward arrived early
whenleandroTrossard,press-
ingthePSGmidfield forcedan
error and ricocheted off the
Trossars into space on the left
flank.. Havertz reacted first,
droveforwardandbeatthePSG
keeper with a thunderous
strike.
Having already produced

decisivemoments on the big-
gest stages in his career, Ha-
vertzonceagaindemonstrated
his ability to deliver under im-
mensepressure.
yet thegoal also altered the

shape of the contest. rather
than building on their advan-
tage, Arsenal gradually re-
treatedintoadeeperdefensive
block. Whether by design or
through PSG's growing domi-
nance in possession, Arteta's
team became increasingly fo-
cused on protecting their lead
rather thanextending it.
PSGsensed it immediately.

luis enrique's side began to
monopolise possession,mov-
ing the ball patiently across

midfield and forcing Arsenal
furthertowardstheirownpen-
alty area. Vitinha and João
neves dictated the rhythm,
while khvicha kvaratskhelia
and Dembélé searched for
openingsagainstArsenal'sdis-
ciplinedback line.
For long stretches, Arsenal

defendedmagnificently.Saliba
wasoutstandinginone-on-one
situations, Gabriel won a suc-
cessionofaerialduels,andrice
repeatedly disrupted PSG at-
tacksbeforetheycoulddevelop
into clear chances.Davidraya
also produced a calm and as-
sured display behind them,
commanding his area confi-
dently and helping Arsenal
withstand wave after wave of
pressure.
However, the longer the

matchcontinued,themoredif-
ficultArsenalfoundittoescape
their own half. Martin Ode-
gaardspentmuchofthesecond
half contributing defensively
rather than creating chances,
while bukayo Saka and Tros-
sard were often forced into
deep positions to support the
full-backs. PSG's pressure
eventuallyproducedthebreak-
through they had been
threatening.
Midwaythroughthesecond

half, kvaratskhelia drove into
the penalty area and was
brought down as Arsenal
scrambled to contain another
dangerousattack.
The referee pointed im-

mediately to thespot,handing
PSG the opportunity they had
workedtirelessly tocreate.
Dembele stepped forward

and showed remarkable
composure.With the stadium
holding its breath, the French
internationaldrovehispenalty
beyondrayaandintothenetto
level thescoreat 1-1.
Thegoaltransformedtheat-

mosphere inside the Puskas
Aréna. The PSG supporters
erupted, while Arsenal
suddenly faced a challenge
theyhadnotencounteredsince
taking the lead.
Having spentmuch of the

match protecting an advan-
tage, they now had to redis-
cover attacking ambition
against a side whose confi-
dencehadsurged.
Arteta reacted quickly. Jur-

rienTimberwas introduced to
strengthenArsenal'sdefensive
options, replacing Cristhian
Mosquera after adifficult spell
against PSG'smovement. Vik-
torGyokereswasalsosentonin
place of Odegaard, a change
that reflected Arsenal's desire
to regain an attacking outlet
andstretchPSG'sdefence.
The substitutions brought

renewed energy. Gyokeres im-
mediately offered a physical
presence that Arsenal had
lacked during the latter stages
of the second half, while Tim-
beraddedcomposureandfresh
legs as PSG continued to push
forward.
but neither side could find

the decisive breakthrough,
forcingextra time.

l norwAy chess

Armageddonexhausts theplayersandthrills thecrowd... that’s exactly thepoint
AmitKamath
Oslo,May30

AFTerDIVyADeshmukhpre-
vailed in a nerve-wrackingAr-
mageddon game against com-
patriot koneru Humpy, she
turned up for media interac-
tionswithtinydropletsoftears
in her eyes. not emotion. not
happiness. “I’m just ex-
hausted,” shesaid.
In her first appearance at

norway Chess, one of the
strongest invitational tourna-
ments she has been part of,
Deshmukh had gone through
theArmageddon four times in
four days— prevailing three

timesbeforeherluckranoutin
the fourth. The tears were not
dramatic. They were simply
what four consecutive days of
maximumpressurelookedlike
onahumanface.
TheArmageddonhas been

norway Chess' defining inno-
vationsince2019.Whenaclas-
sical game ends in a draw,
players have a fewminutes to
composethemselvesanddraw
upbattleplansbeforereturning
for a sudden-death tiebreaker.
White gets 10minutes on the
clock.
black gets seven. but black

onlyneedsadrawtowintheAr-
mageddon. White must win

outright. It has all the harakiri
of a penalty shootout in foot-
ball, or a bowl-out in a T20
WorldCup—except theasym-
metry makes it something
more interesting than pure
nerves. norway Chess' own
stats show white maintains
onlyaslightedge: 52percent.
In the first four rounds of

norwayChess2026,19ofthe24
games have been decided by
theArmageddon.Theclassical
gamesarealmostaprelude.
each player has found a fa-

vouritecorneroftheDeichman
bjørvika— the spacious five-
storey public library in Oslo
wherethetournamentistaking

place— to retreat towhen the
drawissignedandthetiebreak
looms. Gukesh and his coach
GrzegorzGajewskidisappearto
acosycorneronthethirdfloor,
on theother sideof theplaying
arena. Deshmukh takes the
leatherchairsthatoverlookthe
glisteningwaters of theOslof-
jord,discussingtacticswithher
coach over the phone. The li-
brary,builtforquietcontempla-
tion,hasbecomeawarroom.
Indian players have devel-

opedareputationintheformat.
Atlastyear'sedition,Arjuneri-
gaisi won four of his five Ar-
mageddon games. before this
season—where Gukesh has

losttwoofhisthree—theworld
championhadwonsixofeight
across two appearances, a re-
markable record given that
fastertimecontrolsarenotcon-
sideredhis strength.
Magnus Carlsen, who has

his own exceptional record in
the format,wasaskedabout it.
“As a norwegian speaking in
thebirthplaceofthisformat,it's
pretty exhausting for the
players to play that every day.
It's just amaximumof 17min-
utes,butit'sprettytoughonthe
nervous system. It's more in-
tense than the classical games
for sure.”
He noted that norway

Chess'owntimecontrols—120
minutes with a 10-second in-
crement frommove41—were
alreadydesignedtocreatewild
time scrambles at the end.
Then he added: "but I also
think that it's excellent enter-
tainment andwe are an enter-
tainmentproductafterall."
Deshmukh, sitting by the

Oslofjordwith tears of exhaus-
tion still drying, would pro-
bably agreewith the first part.
The crowdswatching her sur-
vive three of four would agree
with thesecond.

(ThEWriTEr is inOslOaT ThE
inviTaTiOnOFnOrWaychEss)Divyahaswon threeof fourArmageddon’s. MichalWalusza/FiDE

Duringthesix-
minutebout,
contrarytoher

playingstyle,Antim
defendedstoutly
andfoiledany
attackingmoves
madebyMeenakshi.

PritishRaj
NewDelhi,May30

VIneSHPhogat‘scomebackto
the wrestling mat ended in
heartbreak as Asian Cham-
pionshipssilvermedallistMee-
nakshi Goyat defeated her in
the semi-final of the Asian
GamestrialsonSaturdayatthe
IndiraGandhiIndoorStadium,
newDelhi.
“In India, any athlete wins

medalsnotwiththesystembut
despite the system,” Vinesh
saidtothemediaafterher loss,
signalling her ongoing stand-
off with theWrestling Feder-
ationof India.
“I don’t mind losing but

when the whole system is
against you and still you fight,
it is a win. I am grateful that I
was able to return to themat
after almost two years,” she

addedfurther.
However, she didn’t bow

out without a declaration of
making a comeback. “I will
come back soon. I have not
failed. I was fighting a whole
system, I was on one side and
everyone else on the other,”
saidVinesh.
“WFIwas actively trying to

sabotagemy return to themat
but it is sad that the govern-
ment, SAI, or IOA is not taking
astand,”Vineshadded.
It was an emotional return

forVineshwhoputher foot on
amatcompetitivelyforthefirst
time after her Paris Olympics
heartbreak. Vinesh said that
thesetrialshavemotivatedher.
“I can seemy body ismoving
well.Ihavetheconfidencethat
Icanbeattheseyounggirlsand
do much better in the up-
comingevents.”

Have the confidence I can
beat younger girls:Vinesh

Sabalenka
seesoff
Kasatkina
Reuters
Paris,May30

ArynA SAbAlenkA cut
through the French Open
chaosastheworldnumberone
beat Australia's Daria kasat-
kina6-07-5onSaturdaytoseal
her place in the fourth round
after seismicupsets in thepre-
vious two days at rolandGar-
ros. With top seed Jannik
Sinner and 24-times Grand
Slamwinner novak Djokovic
exiting in the last48hours, Sa-
balenka restored order with a
commandingdisplaytobooka
tantalising meeting with Ja-
pan'snaomiOsaka.
“It has definitely been

a great week,” Sabalenka said
duringheron-court interview.
“I’mhappytobethroughto

the secondweek, happy with
my level, and to be able to
handle the fight that she
brought andget a straight-sets
win.Thankyou (to thecrowd).
Honestly, that's justadreamto
play in front of you all and feel
thesupport.”
The 28-year-old was re-

minded that it was her 100th
victory as the world number
one, making her the ninth
playertoachievethefeat since
theinceptionoftheWTArank-
ings. Sabalenka joinsMartina
navratilova, Steffi Graf, Chris
evert, SerenaWilliams, Mar-
tinaHingis,MonicaSeles, Jus-
tineHenin and Iga Swiatek in
thehonours list.
“I’vegotgoosebumps,”said

Sabalenka,whostruggledwith
dips in her form and crippling
service issuesa fewyearsago.
“It means the world tome

and I'm just happy that in the
toughmomentsIstayedtough.
I was fighting and never gave
up and that is what it has
broughtme.I'msuperproudof
myself and my team. We've
reached an amazing level that
felt impossible.”
Sabalenkawastedlittletime

togetgoingonasun-drenched
Court Suzanne lenglen, win-
ning the opening five games
with amix of power from the
baseline and precision at the
net, before she fought from15-
40downinthenexttosecurea
bagel.
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politics of lifeMay31, 2026

theRoyal
abode
(Fromtop)
Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi;his
home in
Samastipur,Bihar;
hispractising
spaceadjoining
thehouse

SandipG

AcEnTuRY-OLD temple
comes first, then the house,
then the cricketing shrine.
A sharp deviation past the
signage that marks the
entry into Tajpur block in

Samastipur district, Bihar, breaks into a
narrow rugged path, its tarred flesh reced-
ingattheedges,stopsatthetemple.During
the annual festival, thousands flock to the
Shivatempleinsidethecanopiedplot.The
house on the edge of the temple is modest
and unfenced; the first floor gleams in
bright pink, matching the shirt colour of
the locality’s most famous resident, Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi, who is shattering rec-
ords like breaking chalks in a classroom.

Huggingthehouse,separatedbytrans-
lucentmetallicsheets,isarectangularcage
that resembles a freight container. It’s the
cricketing shrine, where Vaibhav spent
hours honing his strokes. A set of plastic
stumps are intact. One end is a concrete
surface, without a crack. The other end is
turf, the black soil layer whipping up dust
and debris when a breeze sweeps by. Dur-
ing the pandemic, his father Sanjeev and
relativeslabouredfornearlyamonthtoset
up the initial structure, so that his practice
would not lag.

Even when Vaibhav is not around, his
relatives and boys in the neighbourhood
tend to the pitches, as though it is a holy
spot. “It’s an emotional place for Vaibhav.
Even after he has become a star, he prac-
tises here when he is around,” says uncle
Pintu Singh. “With him, the atmosphere
becomes vibrant. The chats, banter, the
stories, they would go on,” he adds. The
boys in the neighbourhood would pass by,
hoping to catch a glimpse of him. Some of
them have bowled to him, some idolise
him. One of them, Munna, is a helper in a
nearby photocopy shop. “I am 25, used to
play club cricket and consider myself a de-
centoff-spinner.Iclearlyremembergetting
him out bowled, because it was the only
time I had bowled him!”

The sweet sound of leather on wood is
the siren that blares the news of Vaibhav’s
arrival. “Ours is a quiet village, so you hear
every sound in the vicinity. Harvest time,
it’s the sound of tractors. So when Vaibhav
is around, you hear the sound of him hit-
tingtheball,”saysShrikantJha,alocalresi-
dent and a freelance journalist. “At first, it
seemed strange like someone pelting
stonesatyourwall,becausemostofushave
not even seen a real cricket ball in our life.
Only on television,” he adds. “Even cable
television, internet and mobile connectiv-
ityarerecentarrivals.It’sonlyinthelast15-
20 years that we started getting a stable
electricity connection. We were not quite
backward but were stuck in the past. now,
we have the future of cricket,” he says.

now, between the temple and the
cricketing shrine, the locals have a little
deity.“OnlythatwewatchhimonTVthan
in real life,” says Shrikant.

THE BOSS Baby. Mr universe. These
areepithetsbestoweduponVaibhav
Sooryavanshiafterhebroketherec-

ord six haul of chris gayle, the universe
Boss in the Indian Premier League (IPL).
The Jamaican smacked 59 maximums in
2012; Vaibhav’s six-metre had nudged 65
(until the second qualifier). gayle, his IPL
days long gone, feted him: “What a phe-
nomenalplayerVaibhavis.greatentertain-
mentyoungman!newSixmachine,”gayle
wrote on X.

Hehitslikeamachine,aprogrammable
six-hitting machine rather. The frequency
is bewildering. He has struck one every
fourth ball; gayle, the most voracious six-
hitter of all time, swiped one every ninth
ball. Vaibhav’s sixes come in all sorts,
through drives, cuts, pulls, slogs, and
ramps. He hasn’t spared the deadliest and
the most decorated fast bowlers. This sea-
son, he has pillaged Jasprit Bumrah, Pat
cummins,KagisoRabadaandJoshHazle-
wood, the four great all-format bowlers of
the era. His IPL career is just 33 games old
buthehasthehigheststrikeintheworldin
the shortest format (221.6).

Thegreatsofthegamehavenotstopped

His teammate Dhruv Jurel threw light on
hismethod.“ThebestthingaboutVaibhav
isthathedoesn’tplananything,”Jurelsays.
“Because he practises a lot and he always
backs himself. That’s what he does every
time he goes out and plays. He backs him-
self. He doesn’t even have a shadow of
doubt that ‘I am not able to do it’.”

VAIBHAV’S EMERgEncE has to be
viewed through the social and cul-
turalmilieuofhisvillageandregion.

The Sooryavanshis are landed and have
been running a fairly successful jewellery
business, not extremely prosperous but
enough to meet ends. The surroundings,
though, were different. The town had just
a cluster of basic shops, the kirana and
dawaistalls.Mobilerechargingandrepair-
ing shops have sprung up. “Most rely on
agriculturebutinthe’90s,wehadextreme
weather conditions and people started to
migrate,” says Shrikant.

A sporting career was unimaginable in
Samastipur before Vaibhav burst on the
scene.“cricketwasnomorethanadistrac-
tion or a pastime, which the men from
cities played,” says Shrikant. But in Mum-
bai,whereSanjeevlandedwithBollywood
dreams at the age of 19, the city’s devotion
for the game left a lasting impression on
him. He did odd jobs like working as a
bouncer at a nightclub in colaba, as a jani-
tor in the city’s port. In spare time, he
rushed to the Oval Maidan. “There, young
kidsplayingcricketwouldbewearingpads
and helmets. A few of them were so good
that one could watch them for hours. I de-
cided then that be it a son or a daughter, I
willmakemychildrencricketers,”Sanjeev
had told The Indian Express in the past.

WhenSanjeevventuredintorealisinghis
dreams, he stumbled onto practical diffi-
culties. Samastipur, the district head-
quarters,hadhumblefacilities.Hetookhim
to the most reputed coach in the town, Bra-
jeshJha,aformerdistrictandclubcricketer,
teachingkidsinformally.Brajeshwasreluc-
tant, because Vaibhav was barely eight and
looked even younger. “But what I saw sur-
prisedme.Vaibhavhadnaturalmovements,
wasflexibleeventhoughhewaschubbyand
learnedeverythingfast,”thecoachsays.Like
a blotting paper, he would stress.

The academy, in Patel Field near the Sa-
mastipurbusstand,wasroughly15kmaway.
Travel would consume anywhere from 30-
90 minutes depending on weather and the
state of the road. In monsoon, the drains
overflowed;inpeakhours,trafficjamswere
frequent; heavy showers would damage
roads, months would pass before they were
repaired.“Sometimes,wehadtowaittillthe
government changed,” says Ram chaud-
hary,careeninghisricketyelectricrickshaw
past a pothole in the middle of the road. He
rattles out a local proverb: “The roads look
straight but the routes are crooked.” It fits
smuglywithVaibhav’snarrativetoo.

Shortly, Sanjeev realised that his son
shouldberaisedinamorecompetitiveen-
vironment,lesthebewastedinTajpur’sob-
scurity. So every weekend, he took him to
the gennext Academy in Patna. The 90-
km ride, often in ramshackle buses,
changedhisdestiny.Patnawasmorecom-
petitive and aggressive; there was no con-
siderationforhisageandtheinfrastructure
was better. His coach Manish Ojha, a
former Ranji player, threw him to boys
twice his age. He didn’t flinch. He noticed
the same trait as Brajesh did. The ability to
absorb details fast. “You just teach him
something, and the next moment you see
the change in his game. I don’t remember
teaching him something more than once:
he would pick it up and not only practise
but perfect it in matches. He always had
this ability to play according to the de-
mandsoftheballorthesituationandcome
up with a perfect response,” says Manish.

With stunned eyes, Manish saw him
blossom and shatter bowlers and records
without fuss. “He is easily 3-4 years ahead
of his age. not just in his batting but also in
his mind. He is disciplined, does not get
carried away and works really hard in the
nets,”saysManish.Brajeshremembersthe
difficulty in dragging him out of the nets.
“We had just one pitch and he batted for
hours. no one would get him out and the
others wouldn’t get to bat,” he says.

In the Sooryavanshi household, the
nightswereshortandthedayslong.“What-
ever I am today, wherever I stand, it’s be-
cause of them. My mother would sleep at
11 at night and wake up at 2 in the morning
so that she could cook for me. My father
quit his job, woke up early in the morning.
My elder brother took over my father’s re-
sponsibilities.Itwastoughathomebutmy
fatherinsisted,‘You’llmakeit’,”Vaibhavre-
called in a podcast.

ThewordspreadinPatna’scricketcircles
about the boy who is humbling men twice
hisage.Theturningpointcamewhensome-
one informed former Jharkhand cricketer
and Rajasthan Royals’ scout Samar Qadri
about him. He decided to have a look,
watchedhimclosely,bowledathimand,at
theendofday,excitedlyinformedtheteam
management about the boy who could be
king. He was 13 when Royals snaffled him.
Hemadehisdebutat14andat15,theworld
is gazing at him with wonder.

Somemakeagelooklikejustanumber;
some make it look like a wonder. Tajpur
nowhasaholytrinityoftemple,cricketing
shrine and a deity.

Cricketer Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi at 15 has
proved that it takes
more than a village to
raise a champion.
With hand-eye
balance and powerful
bat-swing, his game
has a fearful symmetry
that has cricket’s greats
applauding the ‘new
six machine’

showering superlatives. Kevin Pietersen,
who signed a jersey from him, raved on X:
“Sooryavanshiisanabsolutejoke!Mygood-
ness.” He invited him to his show Switch,
where the 15-year-old outlined his big
dream: “I want to score a double hundred
in T20s. If I bat all 20 overs, I can.” He ut-
tered those words with a Buddha-like de-
tachment.Hehasapoisethatbelieshisage.

SachinTendulkarwasquicktopointout
the finesse of his technique. “Vaibhav’s bat
swing has been outstanding. What’s even
more remarkable is how beautifully he
clears his front foot to create room for balls
aimed at his legs. This freedom allows him
toplaythewayhedoes,”hepostedonXafter
his 97 against Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH).

One of Vaibhav’s coaches who had
worked with him at Royals, Zubin Bharu-
cha, says that his hands and technique re-
mind him of Brian Lara, the 15-year-old’s
idol, and the head of Tendulkar. “The boy
is very aware of his game. Such a sharp
head,”Bharuchaobserves.Hehasthesame
relationship with time and space like most
greatbatsmen;akindoffly-vision,theabil-
ity to strip it all in slow motion. The funda-
mentals are strong to suggest that his
bubble will not burst. Eyes, balance, hand,
power, bat-swing, dreamy contact — his
game has a fearful symmetry.

His batting is not yet a finished product
— a frightening thought for the bowlers’
union. Imperfections would be ironed out;
the repertoire enhanced. His Royals coach
KumarSangakkarahasjustonepieceofad-
vice: “Just enjoy the game.” He certainly is,

andheismakingwatchingthegameenjoy-
abletoo.Buttheworldaroundhimiscareful
tonotoverburdenhimwithhypeandatten-
tion.Thedizzyingsuccesshasthosearound
himworriedifthepressureandhypewould
crushhim.Hisparentsareprohibitedfrom
talking to the media during the IPL or any
other tournament; the beeline of adver-
tisers queuing up for him has been politely
turned away. This is an age where most
teenagers of his age would be busy prepar-
ing for board exams. Outside the arena, he
islikeacarewornteenager,polishingoffice
creams, experimenting with different cui-
sines, bantering with his teammates and
switching off from the sport.

Heavy is the head that wears the crown.
But Vaibhav is willing to wear it. In the few
interactions he had with the media, often
during the post-match presentation cer-
emony,hehasshownalevelofmaturitythat
somesportsmentakeagestodevelop.Heis
neither nervous nor over-excited with a
microphone in hand. The words are firm
and clear. His method, he said at the pres-
entation ceremony, are uncomplicated. “I
just think about who the bowlers are on the
oppositionteam,howIcanfacethemonthis
wicket, how big the boundaries are, just
thesekindsofthings.Ijusttrytostaypositive
withmyintent.WhenIdothat,thebowlers
stayunderpressure.SoItrytocontinuethat
and dominate the game,” he said. The pre-
game visualisation reminded South Africa
great AB de Villiers of Matthew Hayden.

It’suntruethatheistooyoungtofeelthe
pressure. It’s just that he is utterly fearless.
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self. He doesn’t even have a shadow of 
doubt that ‘I am not able to do it’.” 

VAIBHAV’S EMERgEncE 
viewed through the social and cul-
tural milieu of his village and region. 

The Sooryavanshis are landed and have 
been running a fairly successful jewellery 
business, not extremely prosperous but 
enough to meet ends. The surroundings, 
though, were different. The town had just 
a cluster of basic shops, the 
dawai stalls. Mobile recharging and repair-
ing shops have sprung up. “Most rely on 
agriculture but in the ’90s, we had extreme 
weather conditions and people started to 
migrate,” says Shrikant. 

A sporting career was unimaginable in 
Samastipur before Vaibhav burst on the 
scene. “cricket was no more than a distrac-
tion or a pastime, which the men from 
cities played,” says Shrikant. But in Mum-
bai, where Sanjeev landed with Bollywood 
dreams at the age of 19, the city’s devotion 

Sooryavanshi at 15 has 
proved that it takes 
more than a village to 
raise a champion. 

balance and powerful 
bat-swing, his game 
has a fearful symmetry 
that has cricket’s greats 
applauding the ‘new 

TheBoyWhoCouldBe

King

deePakMalik/CReiMasfoR iPl

Photos: sandiPG

NAGPUR



arenotbuiltonlybystatutesandjudgments.
Theyarealsobuiltbyconventions,tempera-
ment,conductandmemory.Thebestinsti-
tutions combine authoritywithhumility,
disciplinewithopenness, and seriousness
with a capacity for self-reflection. These
booksshowtheBenchandtheBarnotasdis-
tant abstractions but as communities of
peopleengagedininterpretinglaw,resolving
conflictandmaintainingpublictrust.
Thetimingofthesebooksisalsorelevant.

India’sjusticesystemisatanimportantstage
initsevolution.Astheeconomygrows, for-
malisesanddigitises,morecitizensandbusi-
nesseswillenterformallegalandeconomic
systems.Therewillbemorecontracts,trans-
actions, enterprises, platforms and, inevi-
tably,moredisputes. That is part of the life
ofagrowingsociety.Butitalsoplacesgreater
pressure on the legal system to be faster,
morepredictable,moreaccessibleandmore
citizen-focused.
This is where conversations around

mediation, online dispute resolution,
e-courts,technology-enabledcasemanage-
ment and improved court administration
becomesignificant. India cannot realise its
fulleconomicandsocialpotentialunlessdis-
puteresolutionbecomesmoreefficientand
affordable.Delay in justice affectsnot only
individual litigants but also enterprise, in-
vestment, innovationandpublictrust.
Buttechnologyisnotasubstituteforjus-

tice.Itisonlyanenabler.Itcanreducedelay,
lowercosts,improveaccessandbringgreater
transparency.Butitcannotreplacefairness,
reason,restraint,integrityandcompassion.
Thesebooks,inalighterandmoreanecdotal
way,reinforcethatlawcannotbereducedto

processalone. It isul-
timately about judg-
ment, trust and insti-
tutionalcharacter.
AsAI enters legal

research, drafting,
education and even
adjudicatorysupport,
itwillbringopportun-
ity and risk. Legal re-
searchmust remain
reliable. Citations
honest and argu-
mentsdisciplined.
For lawyers, these

bookswill bring rec-
ognitionandamuse-
ment. For students,
theywillmakethelaw
feellessintimidating.
For general readers,

theyopenaworldthatoftenappearsdistant
andinaccessible.For those interestedinre-
form, theyoffer auseful reminder that sys-
temsare improvednot only through rules,
infrastructure and technology but also
throughabetterunderstandingof culture,
incentives,habitsandhumanbehaviour.
It is perhaps fitting that at the book

launchatBharatMandapam,theaddresses
byHomeMinisterAmitShah,ChiefJustice
ofIndiaSuryaKantandAttorneyGeneralR
Venkataramani were extremely candid,
funnyand showed incrediblewit, echoing
thespiritofthebooksthemselves.
India’slegalsystemmustbecomefaster,

moremodern,more transparent andmore
accessible.Butitmustalsoremainhumane.
Thesebooksshowthelegalworldinfullcol-
our:seriousbutnothumourless,disciplined
butnotmechanical,majestic butnot infal-
lible. Their quiet achievement is that they
bring the Bench and the Bar closer to the
peopletheyultimatelyserve.

Kant is Chancellor, NIITUniversity; Chairman,
FairfaxCentre for Free Enterprise; formerG20

Sherpa, India, and formerCEO,NITI Aayog

AmitabhKant

TUSHARMEHTA’Snewbooks,
TheBench, theBarandtheBi-
zarre:TheUnfamiliar,theCuri-
ous and theExtraordinary in
Law and The Lawful and the

Awful:QuirkyTales fromtheWorldofLaw,
areunusualandwelcomeadditionstocon-
temporary legalwriting. Theyarrivewhen
most conversations around the justice sys-
temarecentredonreform,pendency,digit-
isation, access and institutional capacity.
These arenecessary conversationsbut the
booksremindusthatthelawisnotonlyasys-
temof rules, procedures andprecedents. It
isalsoahumaninstitution,shapedbytem-
perament,humour,language,habitandex-
perience. Andoccasionally, it iswilling to
loosenitscollaralittle.
This candid, self-aware viewof the law

hasalonglineage.FaliSamNariman,oneof
thegreatstylistsoftheIndianBar,famously
remarkedthat“lawyersinIndianeverretire;
theysimplydropdead,”alinethatcaptures
boththestaminaandtheself-deprecationof
theprofession.Hiswitticismssitalongsidea
wider traditionof legal humourand satire,
ranging from court-
roomanecdotestoRK
Laxman’s cartoons
that gently sent up
bureaucrats, politi-
cians and, at times,
thelegalsystemitself,
showthatinstitutions
canbebothdignified
andcapableoflaugh-
ing at their own ex-
cesses.Mehta’sbooks
belong squarely in
that traditionof look-
ing at theBenchand
theBarwithaffection,
irony and an eye for
thequietlyabsurd.
The courtroom is

usuallyimaginedasa
place of solemnity. It
hasitsownrituals,hi-
erarchy, vocabulary
and traditions. The
robes, arguments, citationsand judgments
reinforcethesensethatthelawisserious,or-
dered and exacting. But anyonewhohas
spenttimeinandaroundcourtsknowsthat
thelegalworldisalsofullofsurprise,wit,ec-
centricityandcontradiction.Evengravepro-
ceedingscanproducemomentsthatareodd,
revealingorunexpectedlyamusing.
Thesebookscapture thatworldwithaf-

fectionandrestraint.Theydonotmakelight
of the law.Rather, theymake the lawmore
accessible.Theyshowthatthedignityofthe
legal system isnotweakenedby acknowl-
edgingitsquirks.Ifanything,institutionsbe-
comemore crediblewhen they can lookat
themselves honestly, andwith somehu-
mour.Thelawdealswithhumanbehaviour
in all its complexity. It is natural that the
worldoflawshouldalsocontainwit,vanity,
brilliance, confusion, vulnerability andoc-
casionalabsurdity.
TheBench,theBarandtheBizarrecovers

a wide canvas, including judges beyond
borders, judicial eccentricities, courtroom

wit,freedomofexpressionbyjudges,judicial
jargonandthecraftofopeninga judgment.
TheLawfulandtheAwfulextendstherange
further,withreflectionsonbullyingfromthe
Bench,mobilephones and socialmedia in
thejudiciary,dissentingjudgments,demons
andghosts in court, artificial intelligence,
fakecitations, courtroomdecorumandthe
frailtiesthatsometimesentereventhemost
formalspacesof justice.
This is importantbecause legal systems
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indeed
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order,order
Outside the
SupremeCourt in
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AMENAGERIEofPanchatantraanimals
— a talkative turtle, greedy crocodile,
loyalmongooseandjealousfox—paired
withasprinklingofparablesandexcerpts
fromscriptureshave,forgenerations,in-
troduced children to the treacherous
world.Butwherearethepithystories for
those navigating office politics, leader-
ship quagmires and the general conun-
drumofbeinganadult?
Debashis Chatterjee’s One-Minute

Wisdom—aneclecticcollectionofslice-
of-lifemicro-essays that offer “core in-
sightsandtransformativecoachingtech-
niques”— is the answer, tailored for the
harriedprofessional,whoneitherhasthe
time to read nor philosophise the long
queues,ahalf-finishedstatueproppedup
witharod,thetransitloungeattheairport
orevenwabi-sabi.
Chatterjee,whowasthelongest-serv-

ing director of Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Kozhikode, and has spent
three decades in leadership, education
andpersonaldevelopment,certainlyhas
the credentials to guide young profes-
sionalsthroughhismusings,bothseren-
dipitous andexperiential.
The book contains 158 vignettes

parsed into three categories: life, learn-
ingandleadership.Muchlikethe ‘talka-
tivetortoise’of thePanchtantra,his first
piece of advice to reach one’s peak po-

tential is to “keep quiet,” not just one’s
mouthtrap,whichhealsorecommends,
but the mind, as “a restless mind be-
comesa liability.”
In one of themicro-essays, he com-

pares competitive life to kickboxing
but advises taking up collaborative
dancing instead; in another, he calls al-
truism the antidote to the algorithm; in
the next, he compares an entrepreneur
to amonk; and in still another, he com-
pares information flow to the top of an
iceberg. Each snippet is rich in imagery
andmetaphor.
There are some aphorisms one can

pockettoo,suchas‘therearetwokindsof
bossesinthisworld:windowsandwalls’;
‘life is at best one per cent competition
and99per cent cooperation’ and,my fa-
vourite, ‘thereisoneBuddhaandbillions
ofbuddhus.’
At one point, he observes that the

average lifespanof aCEO in the corpor-
ate jungle is 18 months, which is less
than the warranty card on the office
computer. He also weighs in on the
pressingquestionsofourtimes:Canone
have friendsatwork?Dobarkingbosses
bite? Am I or AI? and, last but not least,
Karma forprofessionals.
Muchlikethefablesofyore,chimpan-

zees, horses, elephants, honey bees and
cobrasmake an appearance, imparting
wisdom of the ages, as do the lessons
taughtbyblackberriesandwatermelons.
Feminine leadershipandMeTooalso

get amention. My grouse is that while
ChatterjeeasksustobewareoftheQueen
Bee Syndrome, he does not dedicate a
snippettowhathe,inpassing,referstoas
the‘KingCobras,’whichfeelsunfair.After
all, the creatures are venomousandpar-
tial to thecorner (office) toboot.
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AJPhilip

THEREISsomethinguniquelyMalayaliaboutretiredcivil
servants formingaWhatsAppgroupandeventually
producingananthologyonKerala’spast,presentand
future. Itcombinesnostalgiawithintellectual restlessness,
administrativeexperiencewith literaryflair,andaboveall
anabidingconcernfor thedestinyof theState theyserved.
TheKeralaClub:KeepersoftheFlame, editedbyKMChan-
drasekharandTPSreenivasan, is the impressiveoutcomeof
thatcollectiveenterprise.
PublishedbyBloomsbury, thevolumebringstogether29

essaysthatexaminetheKeralamodelcriticallyandsuggest
waystopreserveandstrengthenwhathasmadetheState
exceptional.Kerala itself isa fascinatingparadox.Thevery
wordKerala isbelievedtoderivefromKera,orcoconut,
thoughthecoconutwasnotevenendemictotheregion.
FormedbythemergerofTravancore,KochiandMalabar,
Kerala is lessamonoliththanamosaicofreligions,
customs,cuisinesandculturalpracticesheldtogetherby
theMalayalamlanguage,nowrecognisedasaShrestha
BhashabytheCentre.
Onceamongthepoorest regions inIndia,Keralahasbe-

comeaStatevirtually freeofextremepoverty.Economists
andsociologists frequentlycelebrate the“KeralaModel”
but thisbookrefuses to indulge inself-congratulation.Be-
neaththegleamingmallsandlavishhouses liningKerala’s
highways, thewritersdetectstructuralweaknesses that
cannotbeignoredindefinitely.SSubbiahpointsoutone
suchweakness: theabsenceofanyreliablemechanismto
verify ifgovernmentprogrammesactuallyreachthelast
beneficiary.Equallyrevealing isSreenivasan’saccountof
hisdifficultpost-retirementexperience inKerala’shigher
educationsector.Hisreformistsuggestionswerefiercely

resistedandhehimselfwas
manhandled.Financial imprudence
isanotherrecurringconcerninthe
writingsofTNandakumarandNRa-
machandran.
Severalessaysstandout for their

practicalwisdom.KBValsalaKumari
sees thesuccessof theKudumbashree
programmeasproof thatgenuine
genderequity ispossibleonlywhen
womenareentrustedwith leadership.
DrKEllangovanmakesapersuasive
caseforempoweringnurses tohandle
minorproceduresandemergencies,
especially inruralareaswheredoctors
arescarce.Environmentalanxieties
toorunthroughthebook.Bransdon
Corrie’sessayonforests isamongthe
mostevocative.Beginningwiththe
observationthat“forestshaveneither
voicenorvotes”,heappeals thathu-
mansmustspeakfor thembecause

onlythroughpeoplecanforestsbeheard.FormerIAS
officerandUnionMinisterKJAlphonssoundsanalarm
overtheMullaperiyardam,calling ita“tickingbomb”.His
proposal thatKeralaoffer freewaterandelectricity toTamil
Naduinexchangeforconstructinganewdownstreamdam
reflects theseriousnessof the issue.
Throughoutthevolume, the intellectualshadowof

AmartyaSenloomslarge.His“capabilityapproach”tode-
velopmentfindsrepeatedmentionbecauseKerala’sachiev-
ementsareultimatelymeasuredless intermsofwealthand
moreintermsofhumanwell-being.JoyVazhayilhopesKe-
ralacanrestrainthegrowinginfluenceofpressuregroups
withnarrowagendaandevolve intoanegalitariansociety
markedbyahighhappiness index.Urbanisation,entrepre-
neurshipanddecentralisationareexaminedwithsimilar
candour.PJoyOommenseesopportunity inKeralabecom-
ingonecontinuousurbancorridor fromthenorth-endto
thesouth-end.TBalakrishnanworriesaboutmounting
debtbut findshopeinayoungergenerationwillingtoem-
braceentrepreneurship.
Thepersonalnarratives lendtheanthologywarmthand

readability.VinodRairecountshow,thoughoriginallyal-
lottedNagaland,heeventually joinedtheKeralacadre.
RajanMedhekaroffersperhapsthevolume’smostdelight-
fulanecdote:asciencestudenttoppingAncient IndianHis-
tory inthecivil servicesexaminationafterdevouringAmar
ChitraKathacomics.
Thoughwrittenlargelybyformerbureaucrats, the

essaysrarely lapse intoofficialese.Theywritewithhumour,
eruditionandemotional investment intheState’s future,
makingitbothaseriousreflectionontheKeralamodeland
acollectionofmemories.

Philip is thepresident of KeralaClub

Destiny: It’s
aChoice
Featuring essays by retired civil servants
who served in the state,TheKeralaClub
combines administrative experiencewith
literary flair to chartKerala’s achievements
in termsof humanwell-being

DevyaniOnial

ABOywith anextra thumbwhoexcels in
spinbowlingandabeautycontestofbirds
with anowl for a judge anda tiny redstart
forawinner.Theseare just twoofthehalf-
a-dozen stories that Ruskin
Bond has conjured up,
propped in his bed in a
spaciousroominaleafyvilla
in Dehradun’s tony Dalan-
wala as he recovers from a
spinalsurgeryheunderwent
a few months ago. “Lying
here,myimaginationworks
overtime,” he smiles. “I can’t walk up the
steep stairs ofmyhouse inMussoorie but
Idon’tmindbeinghere.Afterall, Igrewup
here. My grandfather settled here in the
1900s, hewas here from the time that the

first traincamein,”saystheauthorofOur
Trees Still Grow in Dehra (1991), who
turned92onMay19.
The surgery may have confined him

mainly to a room, but hismind has been
freetoroamaroundeverywhere.“It’shard

to stop me from writing.
Even thoughnowIcan’t see
wellenoughtowritebyhand
as I used to, I dictate my
stories to my grand-
daughter,’’saysBond,speak-
ing on the sidelines of The
RuskinBondLiteratureFes-
tivalheldinDehradun,pres-

ented by StoneX Global and The Ruskin
BondFoundation.OneofIndia’smostpro-
lificwriters, his recentbook,All-TimeFa-
vouriteFriendshipStories(Penguin),acol-
lection of stories, some new, some old,

explores the themeof friendship. Friends
have been a constant inmany of Bond’s
works— some have been fictional while
others have been real figures. “Somi was
very real,” says Bond, of one of the key
charactersinhisfirstbook,thesemi-auto-
biographical,TheRoomontheRoof (1956),
writtenwhenhewas just 17. “Itwas in1951
and I had just finishedmy schooling and

came to Dehradun, trying to write. Somi
was froma Sikh familywho camehere as
refugees during the Partition,” says Bond
of the younger brother of EveresterMajor
HPSAhluwalia. “He is settled inAmerica
butsevenoreightyearsago,hecametosee
meafternearly 70years.Hehadgreyhair
andIhadgreyhairbutwewerethesame,”
he laughs.
While some bonds endured,

others got lost in the passage of
timeandhistory.Omarfromthe
story, The Playing Fields of
Simla,wasonesuchfriend. “He
was actually Azhar. Up to 1947,
one-third of the boys in our
school (Bishop Cotton School)
were Muslims, from Lahore,
from as far as Peshawar. When
Partition came, they had to be
evacuated overnight in trucks
under military escort. We lost
one-third of our school and
many friends,” he says. As he
writes in the story, he heard of
Omar some 17 or 18 years later
whenIndiaandPakistanwereat
war. “...In a bombing raid over
Ambala, not far from Simla, a Pakistani
planewasshotdown.Itscrewdiedlater in
the crash. One of them, I learnt later, was
Omar…Did he, I wonder, get a glimpse of
theplayingfieldsweknewsowellasboys?”
hewrites.

Making friends is no longer so easy
though.“Tobeginwith, Iwasashyboytill
Iwas15or16.ThenIstartedmakingfriends
more easily. Now I am going back tomy
childhooddays, I amfinding itdifficult to
makefriendsagain.Therehastobeameet-
ingground.There issomuchmaterialism
now. In our time, money didn’t come to

ourmindwhenmakingfriends,”
he says.
Confined mainly to the

house,Bondfindshimselfgoing
backoftenintime.Thepastalso
resurfaced recently in his book
The Ghosts of Indian Small
Towns:AJourneyThroughTime
(Aleph, 2026).
“Iknowfewerpeopletowrite

about so one writes about the
pastwhich,forme,isveryvivid.
I have a very good memory. I
used to be a film buff. I can tell
you the cast of almost all the
films made in the 1940s and
early50s,”he says.
It’sthepastthathecontinues

to turn to for memories and
storylines.“ButIamnotwriting

anoveloranythinglong. Imaynotbeable
to finish it because after all, I cannot live
forever. I am just flitting ahead, week by
week,month bymonth and that’s nice in
awaybecauseyoudon’thave tomake too
manyplans,” laughsBond.

‘It’shardtostop
mefromwriting’
RuskinBondon turning92, his newbookof friendship stories
andwhyhe simply can’t stopwriting
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WHeNCOvIDhit in 2020,manyClassXII
studentswere navigating online learning.
Somewere sleeping through their classes,
somewereplaying online gamesbutAron
Kollassani Selestin (pictured)was on the
piano. “Iwouldpropmy ipadon topofmy
piano,loginforonlineclasseswiththevideo
offwhile Iplayed. Ididn’t caremuchabout
myacademics at that time,”
hesayswitha laughandnot
anounceof regret. “Though
eventually, I studiedandgot
goodmarks,”headds.
Aron,betterknownbyhis

stagename,Aksomaniac, is
singer-songwriter and pro-
ducer fromThiruvanantha-
puram,Kerala,baskinginthe
successofhisviraltrackAm-
sham which released last
month.Thetrackwasranked
No 4 on Spotify’s viral 50
global charts earlier inMay,
withover 15millionstreams
onSpotify andmore than 13
millionviewsonYouTube.
The track, which has

beenviralonInstagramsince
then, seamlessly transitions across genres
suchasr&Bandhip-hop.WithversesinMa-
layalamandTamil, the song also features
indieartistsM.H.r.,BhumiandCircleTone.
“Withmusic, I have an incentive tounder-
standmylanguagebetter,”hesays.
Amshamwasmeant as a love song. “I

startedoutasatracktoteasemypartner,”he
says. Aron had been thinking about the
mythologicalfiguresofManmadhanorKa-
madevan —beings who awaken love in
othersbutaredenieditthemselves.Hesays,
“Manmadhanembodies a cruel paradox. I
firstencounteredhiminthe1991Malayalam
film,NjanGandharvan.” Themovie gave
himwhatheneeded.Amshamthusbecame
anattempt toease into the ideaof loveand
bonding. “Youhave to push the story for-
ward in steps andmakepeoplemore com-
fortableslowly,”saysthe22-year-old.
Aronwas the reluctant school boywho

hadCarnaticvocalandtablaclasses,which
heldnointerestforthethenseven-year-old.
Buttheturningpointcamewhenhismusic
teacherrealisedhehadaninstinctformusic.
She suggested that he learn the keyboard
and piano. He was surprised when his
familyagreedtobuyhimapianobecauseit
costthemalot.Theyhadtotakeasmallloan
for it. But that changed things for him. “A
pianoisalargeinstrument.Youwalktoward
it, sit infrontof it,andit’s likeaformofsur-
renderwhenyoupractise. I startedpractis-
ingforninehourseverysingleday,”headds.
It was likemusic had become his life

breath. “Iwas listening to three or four al-
bumsaday,likehavingthreemeals.Ifeltlike
Ihadmissedoutandwascatchinguponlost

time,” saysAron,whobyninth grade had
startedwritingpoetry too.Hedid enrol for
ComputerScienceinTKMCollegeofengin-
eering,Thiruvananthapuram,butdropped
out in the third year to pursuemusic. last
year,hemovedtoMumbai.
BuildingAmshamwithM.H.r orMo-

hammedHussainrahman (popular hip-
hopandeDMproducerfromMalappuram,
knownforpopulartrackssuchasMalabari

Banger and Munthirichar)
wasnot always easy. “I didn’t
likethefirstdrophemade,and
hedidn’tlikethedropImade,”
he says. So they sat together
and listened to the songuntil
somethingbettercameout. “I
love that disagreement. I am
someonewho loves disagree-
ment and theway it allows a
persontogrow.”ThenameAk-
somaniaccomesfromAKS,his
initials, fused with his
mother’s name Soma in the
middle, finished off with
“maniac” that he alreadyhad
on his Instagram handle.
“There isn’t an alignment be-
tween the music and the
name,” he admits, “But

keeping it is away of validating that child
whowasdoingcoversongsbackthen.”
Thatchildisn’tfarfrom

thepersononthiscall.
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FOrTHebetter part of its exist-
ence, thecatalogueofCokeStu-
dio Bharat has remained closer
tomainstreamartistesandindie
musicthantoregionalfolktradi-

tions.Afterstrugglingtofindafirmfooting
withitspreviouseditions, its latestrelease,
titledKachaudiGali,isamarkedshiftinap-
proachwith a soundscape rooted in auth-
entic folk.Theshowhasbroughtamelody
fromthebylanesofvaranasiinthedelicate
cadenceofBhojpuri.
Sung byplayback singerrekhaBhard-

wajandUtpalUdit,afolksingerfromBihar,
and put together bymusic producer Ni-
shantNagar,with thedistinctPurabiya lilt
intow,KachaudiGalihasattemptedtores-
urrectatimeandstorythatoncewasanda
song that has survived for over a century
through oral legacy. It openswith the line
Sejiapelotekalanaag,KachaudiGalisooni
kailabalamu (On the bed, a black serpent
creeps slowly, Kachaudi gali waits silent,
missingyourglow),whichmetaphorically
speaksofawoman’sdesire forherbeloved
who’smigratedtoMirzapur,amajorindus-
trialandtradinghubbackintheday,where
manymenfromPurvanchal(easternUttar

Pradesh)wenttowork.
varanasi’s Kachaudi gali, which still

survives,isanarrowlanetuckedawayinan
areacalledlahoreTolanearKashivishwa-
nathTemple.The street got itsname from
thefamedkachaudisfriedinlargekadhais
andwas once a vibrant hub for freedom
fighters,academicsandartistes,whowould
gather to discuss politics and culture over
chai.Also,unliketheusualinnuendo-laden

Bhojpuri music, the song highlights the
tender and eloquent idiom of Bhojpuri
folk tradition.

Itsauthorshipandpopularity
likely to have been written and

composed in the 19th century, the kajri (a
folk tradition sung in the monsoon)
emerged from the ache of separation of a
woman,possiblyacourtesanfromBanaras.
The piece is also sometimes called Kajri

gauharJaan.Butitwasnotwrittenorsung
bythefamousgauharJaanofCalcutta,the
first Indianmusician to record her voice
commerciallyonthegramophone.As leg-
endgoes,thisisthestoryofanothergauhar
JaanwholivedinDalmandiinBanaras.“It
is believed that she used to go out in her
palanquininKachaudigaliandwouldpass
byamannamedAslam,apatriot,nearthe
chowk.Therewasnoconversationbutshe
was enamoured by himand fell deeply in
love. One day, he disappeared. On asking
around,shewastoldhehadgonetoMirza-
purtowork,henceitsmentioninthesong.
Muchlater,shecametoknowthattheBrit-
ish had deported him to rangoon,” says
Delhi-basedNirala Bidesia, an expert on
Bhojpurimusicandliterature.Headdsthat
the linesHathwameinhoti johamareka-
tariya, baha dete gorvan ke khoon (If a
bladehadrestedwithinmyhand/ Iwould
have shed the blood of theWhite man),
comefromthatsenseofwantingtoavenge
the injustice of her beloved being taken
away torangoon (present dayMyanmar).
“folk is an oral legacy, new lines and con-
textsgetaddedwith time,” saysBidesia.
Another story around the song is of it

beingaGirmitiyageet(asongaboutthemi-
grationof the indentured labourers trans-

ported overseas). Much of themigration
wasalsotofindsomeworkforsmallwages.
The song has been associated with
thisphase.
ShehnaistalwartUstadBismillahKhan

used to play this kajri in his concerts and
would often say that he hadheard it since
he was a child in Banaras. His adopted
daughter,Somaghosh,wouldperformthis
withhiminnumerousconcerts.folksinger
MaliniAwasthihasalso sung thekajriand
hasmentionedthegauharJaanstoryinher
memoirChandanKiwad, inwhichshehas
tracedthestoriesbehindthesongs.

ThePurvanchalimigration
folkmusichasremainedoneofthepu-

rest forms of storytelling, wheremelody,
rhythmand lyrics are often used to docu-
ment life. Using poetry and song as a nar-
rativetool,thesongmovesfurtherwiththe
lines Aehi Mirzapur se udal jahajiya,
Sayiyaan chal gayinRangoonho...(from
Mirzapur, a plane took flight,My beloved
hasgoneawaytorangoon).
Thisisareferencetothecontinuousmi-

grationofthousandsofmenfromPurvan-
chal, stretching across easternUttar Pra-
desh and parts of Bihar, which began
duringtheAnglo-BurmeseWarofthe19th

century.Ordinary citizenswere forcefully
sentbytheBritisherstorangoonorBurma
as sepoys. from 1824 to 1937, Burmawas
under British rule. even though the song
uses the phrase ‘udal jahajwa’, thesemen
were often sent aboard crowded steam-
ships that would depart fromwhat was
once Calcutta. “earlier, it was chalal ja-
hajwa.With changing times, chalal be-
cameudal,” saysBidesia.
Of the 40,000 troops, 15,000 perished

duetomalaria,dysenteryandfightingamid
terrain thickwith jungles.While thewar
ended in 1885, themigration continued
throughtheearly1900sasaresultofBritish
colonial policies, which administered
Burma as a province of India. The war
broughtwithitmassiveeconomicinstabil-
ity and Burma offered prospects for em-
ploymentinportcities.Thesemenworked
indocks,ricemillsandasmanuallabourers.
BurmawasalsoatransitpointfortheBritish
system for Kaala Paani, the exile and im-
prisonmentof Indianprisoners in theCel-
lularJail intheAndamans.
“even today,many people who came

backfromBurma,use ‘Burma’astheirsur-
name. This refreshed version of the song
has brought age-oldBhojpuri folk and the
historicalcontext tothefore,”saysBidesia.

love
interrupted
RekhaBhardwaj;
UtpalUditand
NishantNagar in
KachaudiGali

AlakaSahani

AfTerTrAvellINg to several interna-
tionalfestivalsandwinningaccolades,Tri-
benyrai’s ShapeofMomo released in the-
atresonMay29.TheNepali-languagefilm,
set in a Sikkim village, is distributed the-
atricallybyranaDaggubati’sSpiritMedia.
It is supported by Zoya Akhtar, reema
Kagti and Payal Kapadia, who have come
onboardasexecutiveproducers.
Thefilmfollowsthestoryof32-year-old

Bishnu(gaumayagurung)whoreturnsto
herancestralHimalayanvillageafterquit-
ting her city job, only to face multiple
family pressures and rigid societal expec-
tations.Athomearehergrandmother,who
hopes her sonwill return fromDubai; her
mother, eager to see Bishnu settled and
married;andherpregnantsisterJunu,who
hascomeseekingrefugeduetotensionsat
her in-laws’ home. even as Bishnu navi-
gatesexpectations,shemustchoosetocon-
formor forgeherownpath.
In a conversationabout the film,Zoya,

reema,TribenyandPayal,who joinedvia
Zoom from france, talk about women’s
storiesandcreatingroomforindependent
voices.excerpts:

WhatmadeZoya,ReemaandPayal
joinhandstosupport therelease

ofTribeny’s first feature,Shape
ofMomo?
ZoyaAkhtar: I love the story and the

intimacy of it. Themovie transportedme
toSikkim,whichIhavenotvisited. Itpres-
ents a lived-experience that was familiar
and foreign. I liked the kind women the
filmshowsandtheconflictstheyaregoing
through. I like how the gender and class
narrative intersects in the film. So, when
theopportunitycamethatIcouldnudgeit
towards its release, I grabbed it.
ReemaKagti:Itisimportanttohaveall

kinds of films; independent films which
needthatkindof support.
PayalKapadia:WhenI travel (to festi-

vals),Igettoseemoreindependentmovies
from India than I do when I am in the
country.Itisapitywhenyoucanwatchthis
kindofamovieonly innichescreenings. I
wasexcitedthatthefilmwillbereleasedin
theatres and people will buy a ticket to
watch it.
TribenyRai: I am fortunate to have

suchvoices championingShapeofMomo.

ThisenablesmanyfilmmakersofIndia,es-
pecially frommyregion (Northeast) to tell
stories like this.

Yourprotagonist isa32-year-old
womanwhodoesnotmake
conventionalchoices.
Tribeny: I wanted this kind of repre-

sentation on screen. While watching
movies,Ididnotfindaprotagonistlikeher.
Sincesocietyexpectsustobehaveinacer-
tainway, we don’t cheer for a female pro-
tagonist unless she is righteous like a
motherwhofeedshersonbeforeeating
herself. Social realities are quite
different for women like us, who
want to make their choices, I
really wanted to project those
experiences.

Wehavebig-budget
movies like
Dhurandhar
makingwaves
whileShapeof
Momo isnow
incinemas.
Shouldthe
endeavour
alsobeto
drawtheaudience?
Reema:BetweenDhurand-

har and Shape of Momo, they
cover theentire spectrum.Tome,
that’showahealthyindustrylooks

like.It isengagingwithallkindsofmovies.
Iwouldlikeanaudiencewhichencourages
bothnicheandtentpolemovies.

Recently, abunchof filmmakers
hasbeen throwing theirweight
behind independentmovies suchas
Stolen,Humans in theLoopand
SabarBonda?
Reema:Weareallselfishandattheend

of theday,wewant towatch thesemovies
onscreen.That’swhyeveryonestepsupto
make that happen. To have a thriving in-
dustry,wecan’thavejustonekindofmovie
release.The Indianaudiencehasanappe-
tite fora lotmore.

After thestatementsmadeat
Berlinale thatcinemashouldstay
awayfrompolitics, theCannesFilm
Festivalhasmadeits leaningtoward
politicsevidentwhileselecting its
winnersandmakingcertain
statements.What’syourtake?
Payal: Cinema can’t be devoid of

politics. You see that in Shape ofMomo,
which can be seen as supremely political.
Politics is not always associated with
parties. It’s also about how you lead your
lifeandthechoicesyoumake.
Zoya:Youcantakeanyfilm, including
one that does not have anything overtly
political, yetyouwill getasenseof their
politics, their views of women or
how they view class conflicts. You can
understand a person’s value system
fromtheirwork.
Reema:Noartcanexistinavacuum.

It’s all political. If you are consciously
omitting any political commentary
inyourartorwriting,thatitselfisapoliti-
cal choice.
Tribeny: In an initial interview, I had
saidthat inthis film, ‘personalbecomes
political’.When youwatch the film,
youknowmystandinlife.

CokeStudio

This is the forgotten story ofKachaudiGali, a century-old
folk song, whichdocuments theanguish ofwomenduring
themigration inPurvanchal,whenmen from the regionwere
shipped topresent-dayMyanmarunderBritish rule

DirectorTribenyRai joinsZoyaAkhtar,ReemaKagti andPayalKapadia to talkabout herdebut feature
ShapeofMomo, indie filmmaking, theatrical culture, theneed tonurturewriters andpolitics in cinema

‘Politicsisalsoinhow
youleadyourlife’

FromKachaudiGali to

Thedaringofa
moment’ssurrender
FromsleepingthroughCarnaticvocalclasses toredefiningthe indie
Malayalammusicscene,AronKollassaniSelestinakaAksomaniac
onAmsham thatrankedNo4onSpotify’sViral50Globalcharts

Youhave to
push the story
forward in steps,
andmake
peoplemore
comfortable
slowly
aron

Kollassani
selesTin

Social realities arequitedifferent
forwomen likeus,whowant to
make their choices
Tribenyrai
Director,ShapeOfMomo

AforgottenBhojpuri
folkballadrevives
historiesof love,

migrationandlonging

thisway
orthat
(Fromtop)Astill
fromShapeof
Momo;executive
producersof the
filmPayal
Kapadia;Reema
Kagti; Zoya
Akhtar;director
TribenyRai
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FORMANYof us, one of the ear-
liest experiences of immersive
cooking was a gentleman at a
roadside stall chopping veg-
etablesatstartlingspeed,throw-

ingthemintoalargewokonhighflame,ad-
ding boiled noodles and sauces—green,
red, soy— in quick succession. Chef Ajay
Choprawas among thosewide-eyedwit-
nesses—ayoungboygrowingupinAlwar,
Rajasthan, before his family moved to
Sonipat,Haryana,whenhewasnine.
Thenoodles at theChinese cart, across

Alwar,Sonipatand,later,Delhicontinuedto
behis soul food. Anddecades later, it still
tickles something inhim. Sonaturally, he
said, “I amgoing tomakeyouaDelhi-style
desichowmein.”
Now a household name, courtesy

MasterChefand aYouTube channelwith
overamillionfollowers,reachinghere,how-
ever, wasn’t easy.Hewas studying PCMB
(Physics,Chemistry,Mathematics,Biology)
in Class 12, when he was intrigued by a
friend’scareerchoiceofhotelmanagement.

Hefailedtheentranceexam,enrolledinBSc
instead, then learnt about the IHMPusa
exam.“Iclearedit.Butmymotherwouldsay,
‘Bawarchibanega,karchi chalayega’.”He
wentanywayin1995and,byhissecondyear,
heknewhewouldbea chef.Hegraduated
withagoldmedalbutnojobinsight.
Afterseveralrejections,hejoinedTGIFin

Delhi in 1998, spent sixmonths shredding
cabbage, slicing cheese andpackingpasta.
Laterthatyear,hereceivedacallat5pmfrom
TheOberoiCecilinShimla,askinghimtobe
present thenextmorning at nine.Hebor-
rowed a coat, boarded an overnight bus,
bathedinwarmwaterakindnursearranged
at a Christian hospital nearby, arrived at
Cecil,onlytobetoldthat‘Mr.Oberoiwasin-
house.’Theywouldhavetoreschedule.
“I said, ‘I don’t think I can come back

again...Ihavebunkedmanytimesforinter-
views.Thisismylastbunk,afterthisIwillbe
thrownout.Soifyouaregivingmeajob,Iwill
stayback.Ifnot,Imightaswellgo.”Theman-
ageraskedhimtowait.Choprasleptonthe

table. “At 11.30 am, themanager returned.
‘Shouldwedo the interview?’ andhalf an
hourlater,Ihadthejob.”
He spent a year-and-a-half at Cecil,

where,inhiswords,forthefirsttime,achef
took a commis and genuinely prepared
him for OCLD (Oberoi Centre of Learning
andDevelopment).Without it, thepath to
sous-chef takes eight to nine years.
Throughit,onlytwoyears.ThencameLon-
don.Beforehearrived,hehadbeencooking
at Saffron at JWMarriott, servingAkshay
Kumar,AmitabhBachchanandHrithikRo-
shan.“ButinLondon,therewerecomplaints
everyday.”HecalledchefAtulKochhar,who
hasbeenworkinginLondonsince1994.“He
said, ‘buddy,when inRome,doasRomans

do.Thesegoraslovetheirmeatbuttheywant
to taste the flavourof themeat.’ So Iput the
sauce,madeitmoreintense,andcookedthe
lamb chops separatelywith some spices.
Thatgavemeaspark—HowcanIndianfood
beseendifferently?Thethoughtformodern
Indianfoodactuallystartedthen.”
Londonwasalsonurturing inways that

hadnothingtodowithfood.Heandhiswife
Amrita hadmarried only a year before, in
2006. “Wewerediscoveringanewcountry
together.Thattogethernesswasthefounda-
tionofourmarriage.”Thatshehasbeenhis
partner—athome,inthekitchenandinthe
consultancybusiness—isevident.
Back in India,whileworkingwithMar-

riott in 2010, a production house called.

MasterChefwas coming to India. Three
monthsof training followed. “It openedup
mypersonality. Iwas an introvert. Today I
havenoinhibitions.”PostMasterChef(where
heco-host and judge)camea series of culi-
nary showson television—HiTea,North-
ern Flavours, Papad Pickles Aur Pyaala
among others. “Television opened some-
thingmyhotel jobwouldhaveneverdone.
Mywifeprayedwhatseemedlikeanimposs-
ibleprayer—Sundayoffs.Itoldher,Sunday
isthebusiestday.Butfrom2015onwards,for
11yearsnow,everySundayisoff.”
YouTubebeganat theverydining table

inhishouse inMumbai’sKandivali during
COVID.“Amritawouldshootwithonephone
in her hand, another on a side stand.My

teamwasmy twokids.” The couple learnt
editing together,boughtamic, thenacam-
era, slowly understood lights and sound.
“DuringCOVID,restaurantconsultantswere
the first to let goof.Ourbusinesswent to a
grindinghalt. Andwe realisedweneeded
multipleincomesources,”saysChopra.
Inthekitchen,hetakesathick-bottomed

pan, adds a little oil, all the chopped veg-
etables, boilednoodles, sauces, salt,MSG,
andstirs.“Ilikethatitcanbemadeinonepot
andsoquickly.”Hiskidsarrivefromschool.
He asks if theywantnoodles. “Not again,”
they laugh.During themeal, the conversa-
tionturnstoparenting—AmritaandChopra
aretakingclassesonit.Likealways,theyare
onthesamepage.
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Realisingtheneedfor
multiple incomesources
duringCovid,Chopra
launchedhisYouTube

channel.Today, ithasover
amillionfollowers

lights
camera
action
ChefAjayChopra
shootingacooking
videoathis studio
inMumbai
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How the street-style chowmeinandaCovid-inducedYouTube channel paved
theway forAjayChopra’s rise as one of India’s top celebrity chefs

TheRealChowMan
chef at hoMe

RecipefoRVegchowmein
IngredIents
noodles – 1 packet,Oil – 4 tbsp,Garlic
(chopped) – 2 tbsp,Ginger&green chilli
(chopped) – 1 tbsp,Onion (sliced) –½cup,
Capsicum (juliennes) –½cup,Carrot
(juliennes) –¼cup,Cabbage (shredded) – 1
cup, Soya sauce– 1 tsp, redchilli sauce– 1
tbsp, Schezwan sauce–2 tbsp, Vinegar – 1 tsp,
Black pepper powder – 1 tsp,MSG– 1 tsp,
Springonion (chopped) – 2 tbsp, Salt – to
taste,water – as required
Method
tocook the noodles, bringwater to aboil.
add salt and½ tspoil. add thenoodles and
cookuntil 80–90per cent done (slightly firm).
drain and spreadon aplate. Tosswith 1/2 tsp oil
and let cool to prevent sticking
heatawokonhigh flame. addabout 3 tsp
oil. addgarlic, ginger andgreen chilli;
sauté briefly. addonions and toss for a few
seconds. addcapsicum, carrot andcabbage.
Stir-fry onhighheat, keeping the vegetables
slightly crunchy
nowadd the cookednoodles. Then add soya
sauce, red chilli sauce, Schezwan sauce,
vinegar, salt, black pepper, andMSG (if using).
Tosswell on high flameuntil evenly coated
addsprIngonions andgive a final toss.
Garnishwithmore springonions and serve hot

SankhadeepBanerjee
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