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Man rapes 80-year-old woman
inUP's Hathras; arrested

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

HATHRAS, JUNE 1: An elderly woman was allegedly
raped by her 28-vear-old neighbour at her residence in
Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras on Manday. police sald. The
aceused has been taken into custody. According to police
sourees, the incident took place at around 9 am when the
R0-ycar-old woman was alonc in her house. Taking
advantage of the situation, the man barged Into her room
and raped her. Hearing har cries for help, locals rushed to
the spat, after which the acrused fled, according to
reridents sald. Upon recelving Information, a police team
reached the spot and rushed ths survivor, who was found
hlgeﬂing. to the district hospital, Sadar Circle Officer
Himanshu Mathur said that the pulice have sent the
survivor for a medical examination, "The accused has
been taken into custody. Further legal action will be
initiated based on the medical examination report and the
formal complaint filed by the woman's family,” the CO said.
Police said a thorough investigation into the matter is

underway.

Durgjanpadpanchayat CEO
suspended over misconduct at
public grievance camp

RESS TRUST OF IND!

RAIPUR, JUNE 1: The
Chief Rxecutive Officer
(CFO) of
Durgjanpadpanchayat in
Chhattirgarh war
suspended on Monday for
allegedly misbehiving with
the public at a public
grievance redressal camp
held under the state
government's ‘Sushasan
Tihar' (good governance
feytival), officials suid.

''he action against CEO
Rupesh Kumar Pandey was
initiated following
directions from Chiefl
Minister Vishnu DcoSal.
who took scrious note of
allegations of discouricous
behavior towards citizens
and derelictlon of duty
during the camp. a
government statement.

Acting on the Chicl
Minister’s instructivns, the
Cummissioner of Duryg
Division Issued an order
surpending Pandey with
immediate effect.

A proposal received
frum the Durg Collsctur and
an examination of a video
clip purportedly showing
Pandey's conduct at a

scrved a show-cause notice
on Pandey sccking an
cxplanation. However, his
response was found
unsatisfactory, following
which dirciplinary action
war taken.” the statement
said. In a democratic
system, the guvernment
machinery is uccountuble
to citizens, and courteous
behaviour towards the
public is considered an
essential component of the
code of conduct for every
public servant, it added.

Recently, a video from
the grievance redressal
camp in Thanod village of
Durgdistrict went viral on
social media. It showed
Pandey engaged in a heated
argument with a person
assaciated with tha ruling
BJP. The incident accurred
in the presence of BJP MLA
Lallt Chandrakar.

In the videu. Pandey
was allegedly heard telling
the Individual to “do
whatever yvou want®,
leading to BJP leaders and
local residents slamming
his cunduct.

Maharashira aims 100 pc electric state trongpon
bus fleet by 2047; CM stresses on charging infra

BRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI, JUNE 1:
Maharashtra plans to
convert the entire State
Rord TransportCorpnratlon
bus fleet to electric in
phases by 2047, Chicf
Miniaster
DevendraFadnavis suid on
Monday and directed
officlals to expedite the
development of charging
infrastructuretoachieve the
target,

Chairing a review
meeting on the Maharashtra
State Road Transport
Corporation's e-bus
programme here, he said the
MSRTChas sct a target of
converting 50 per cent of its

flect o electric by 2028, A0
per cent by 2035 and 100 per
ecent by 2047 under the
"ViksitMaharashtra"vision.
Accordingtoan ofticial
statement Issued after the
meeting. the chiefminfater
instructed officials 1o
accelerate the
establishment uf charging
statlons required for large-
scale daployment of e-
buses across the state.
Fadnavis said routes
proposed for e-bus
vperations  should  be
analysed using artificial
intelligence tools to
improve planning and
efficiency. He suggested
that newly supplicd buscs
should be inspected within

soven days of dellvery and
called for putting {n place
an crosystem supporting e-
bus operations. The chief
minister further asked
officlals ta study routes
currently served hy private
operators and preparc
electric bus alternatives fur
such sectors,

The meeting was
attended by Transport
Minister PratapSarnaik
through video conferencing
along with senior
government and MSRTC
officials.

Under Maharashtra's
electric vehicle policy,
incentives are being
provided to promote the use
of c¢-buses in public

transport. The policy
provides a subsidy of 10 per
rcnt of tho bus cost, subject
to 2 maximum of Rs 20 lakh
per vehicle. for 1,500
electric huses.

MSRTC s currently
implementing a project to
induct 5,150 electric buses
under the Oruss Cust
Contract (GCC) model, The
Initiative s expaected to
pravide passengers with
modern, comfortable and
pollution:fres transport
facilities while supporting
the state’s clean mobility
goals, the statement said.
Sarnaik told the legislative
council in March this year
that MSRTC currcntly has
22,000 buses in its flect.

Migrantworkerdies astemporary
structure collapses atconstructioncamp

CHENNAI, JUNE 1: A
migrant worker from
Jharkhand waskilled.and3s
others were injured atter a
tempurary ivon structure
callapsed at a transit labour
camp at a construction site
here, police said on Monday

The accident occurred
late on Sunday night during
the IPL final, when more
than 100 workers gathered at
a temiporary housing facility
onShanthi Nagar Main Rnad
to watch the match on
mobile phones and portable

devices.
According to
preliminary police findings,

alarge number of workers
had crowded onto an
elevated temporary ramp
undpluttormontheirstoor

the collapse by emergency
responders, police
perconnel and fellaw
workers at the camp.
Emergency services
shifted 21 injured workers,
including RrinjiMangh (55),
anativeof Jharkhand, to the
Covernment Kalaignar

Ce y Super Specialit)

of the two-storey industrial
shed

Asthecrowd swelledand
leaned  ageinst  the

handrails, the struecture
reportedly gave way under
the weight, causing several
workers to fall nearly 15 feet
tnthe ground flonr.

A rcscuc operation was
launched Immediately after

Hospital in Guindy. Manjh

was later roferred to tho
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital due to the
severity of his head
injuries.Pnlice sald Manjhi
died In the carly hours of
Monday while undergoing

treatment there,

The remaining Injured
workersweretakentntheSri
Ramachandra  Medical
Centre in Porur. Another
wourker, (dentified  as
Sukhunt trom Rolkatu,
remains incritical condition
in the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU), hospital sources said.

The remaining injured
workers arc reported to be
stable and out of inmediate
danger. The
Nandambakkam police have
registered a case and
initiatedan Investigationinto
theincident.

Single-screen cinema hall gutted in fire in Chhattisgarh's Champa; no one hurt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

JANJGIR, JUNE 1: A fire
gutted a single-screen
theatre in Chhattisgarh's
Janjgir-Champa districton
Monday, though no one was
hurt in the incident,
officials said. Preliminary
inquiries suggest a short
circuit might have triggered
the blaze, which caused
thlck plumes nf smnke to

billowfromthestructureand
drew a large crowd of
onlookers, they added. The
fire was reported at around
10.30 am Inside Padmini
Talkies, located in Korva
Para, said Ashok Vaishnav.
Station Housc Officer,
Champa police station. "Fire
tenders from State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
along with firefightingunits
fromPrakashIndustriesand

Madwa Pawer Plant, were
pressed into serviee. The
blaze was brought under
control at around 1.30pm,”
he sald. As per preliminary
information, the single-
screen theatre of Padmini
Talkies was completely
gutted in the fire, he said.
"Whilethe management
suspects a short circuitmay
have causcd the blaze, the
actual reason is being
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investigated. There was nn
report of anyone getting
injured. The impact of the
fire and smoke remained
confined to the cincma
premises. A nearby nursing
hospital was not affected,”
Vaishnav added.

3killed, 5 injured as car
rams container truck on
Agra-Lucknow expressway
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

AGRA. JUNE 1: Three persons werekilled andfive others
{njured when a car ramined into a container truck on the

Agra-Lucknow Expressway
Monday, police said .

in the Fatchabad arca heroon

The tncident took place when when the car, carrying

»ight occupants from Bihar

toRajasthan, crashed into the

truck nn the expressway, they aaid.
The deccased were identified as Suntl (26), his clder

brother Shankar (30), and §
sald. The Injured include ¢

hankar's wife Prectd (29), they
ar driver Soheb (35), Parmila

(31, ToojaKumarl (32), Raju(35)and Ayansh (6). They are
undargoing treatmentata hospital, palicesald.

Asslstant Commissinner of Pollce Imran Ahmad eaid
police teams rushed to the apnt Immediately after
receiving information about the accident. Reacue teams
froin a nearby toll plaza alsojuined the uperation.

The budies have been sent for pust-murtem, he said,

adding that the damaged ve!

hicles were removed from the
ined unaffected

expressway and traffic

T

Chenab-Beas tunnel project will
teach Pakistan alesson: HP Guv

PRE. T OF
SHIMLA, JUNE 1: The
Chenab-Beas  tunnel
project is of paramount
importance as its
construction would
divert surplus water
from the Chenab river
through a tunnel into
the Beas basin, thereby
cutting off the water
supply to Pakistan, said

Himachal Governor
Kavinder Gupta on
Monday.

Talking with the

media here after taking
part In the sclf-
enumeration drive of the
census, which
commenced In the state
on June 1, he said that
Pakistan actively fosters
terrorism and it is
essential to teach it a
Jesson,

He said this Initiative
represeits a necessary
step toward rectifying
past errors and

emphasiged that
falfilling the needs of
Punjah, Himachal,
Haryana, and
Uttarakhand remains a
top priority for the
government.

The governor said
that the census data
would lhelp the
government in
formulating schemes
rclated to poverty
alleviation, healthcare,
education, and
infrastructure
development.

He urged every citizen
to cooperate in this drive
by providing accurate
information, Himachal,
citizens can conduct thelr
own self-enumeration via
an online portal or a
mobile application from
June 1 to June 15. During
this period, individualy
are required to
personally fill in the
detaila of all their family
members.
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