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PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, May 20

The Aam Aadmi Party 
Punjab announced the 
appointment of new of-
fice bearers for its Social 
Media Wing as part of 
the party’s ongoing ef-
forts to further strengthen 
its digital outreach and 
grassroots communica-
tion network across the 
state.

Congratulating all the 
newly appointed members, 
the party leadership ex-
pressed confidence that the 
team would work dedicat-
edly to effectively highlight 
the policies, achievements, 
and pro-people initiatives of 
the party among the masses.
The party has appointed 

Baljeet Singh Babbu and 
Kuldeep Sohi as State Joint 
Secretaries of the Social Me-
dia Wing. At the district 
level, Gurwinder Punnawal 
has been appointed as Dis-
trict Incharge for Sangrur, 
Rasdeep Singh Daluana as 
District Incharge for Mansa, 
Palwinder Singh as District 
Secretary for Kapurthala, 
and Harwinder Rishi Sa-
toj as District Secretary for 
Sangrur.

In addition, the party 
has also appointed 27 
Halqa Coordinators, 41 
Halqa Vice Coordinators, 
and more than 450 Block 
Coordinators to further 
expand and strengthen the 
organisational structure of 
the Social Media Wing at 
the grassroots level.

DALJEET AJNOHA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, May 20

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (Development) 
Nikas Kumar on Wednes-
day chaired a review meet-
ing at the District Admin-
istrative Complex to take 
stock of the progress of 
various programmes and 
development works being 
implemented across de-
partments. He held detailed 
discussions with depart-
ment officers, with special 
focus on revenue-related 
issues, schemes and pend-
ing cases, and directed that 
all tasks be completed in a 
time-bound and transpar-
ent manner.Kumar sought 

updates on the current sta-
tus of land-mapping, the 
‘Mera Ghar Mere Naam’ 
campaign, e-registration 
and e-jambandi schemes. 
He conducted a detailed re-
view of recoveries related to 
stamp duty and registration 
and instructed officers to 
expedite collection of out-
standing land revenue dues. 
He emphasised simplifying 
and streamlining revenue 
services to make them more 
accessible and transparent 
for the public, so citizens do 
not face unnecessary hard-
ship.

The ADC also reviewed 
ongoing cases related to 
land acquisition, khasra-
wise mapping, timely 
submission of utilization 

certificates (UCs) for civil 
works, and complaints of 
illegal mining. He directed 
that all matters be resolved 
within prescribed time-
frames.

Officials also discussed 
the census, flood protec-
tion works, Chief Minis-
ter’s Pilgrimage Scheme, 
SIR (State Investment Re-
gion) and the Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan in detail. Progress 
of development works be-
ing carried out under the 
District Mineral Founda-
tion was examined as well. 
Kumar instructed officers 
to ensure these projects 
are completed on schedule 
and to quality standards 
so that the public derives 
maximum benefit.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Hoshiarpur, May 20

Under the directions of Dep-
uty Commissioner Ashika 
Jain, the district-wide dengue 
prevention campaign is be-
ing carried out continuously 
across Hoshiarpur. As part of 
the drive, dengue awareness 
volunteers are conducting 
door-to-door surveys to edu-
cate residents about dengue 
prevention, promote cleanli-
ness and eliminate mosquito 
breeding sites.

During the survey, volun-

teers inspect household water 
tanks, coolers, refrigerator 
drip trays, flower pots and 
other places where water 
can accumulate and become 
breeding grounds for Aedes 
mosquitoes. Residents are 

also being encouraged to 
observe a weekly dry day, 
avoid water stagnation and 
maintain cleanliness in and 
around their homes.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ashika Jain appealed to 

residents to cooperate with 
the administration, stating 
that public participation is 
essential to prevent dengue. 
She urged people to ensure 
that no water stagnates in or 
around their homes and to 
support the ongoing efforts 
of the health department and 
district administration.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of awareness and vigi-
lance, Ashika Jain said these 
are the most effective measures 
to prevent dengue and added 
that the campaign will con-
tinue without interruption.

HARISH MONGA
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, May 20

District Election Offi-
cer-cum-Deputy Com-
missioner Deep Shikha 
Sharma informed that 
a total of 281 candidates 
are in the fray for the 
Municipal Council and 
Nagar Panchayat elec-
tions scheduled to be 
held on May 26, 2026, 
in Ferozepur district.

Giving details, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
said that after scrutiny 
of nomination papers, 
138 candidates are con-
testing from Municipal 
Council Ferozepur, 87 
from Zira and 56 from 
Talwandi Bhai. She 
further informed that 
candidates from all 13 
wards of Mudki have 
been elected unopposed, 
and no polling will be 
held there.

DEO said that a total 
of 1,20,271 voters will 
exercise their franchise 
in these elections, in-
cluding 57,217 male vot-

ers, 63,049 female voters 
and 5 other voters.

She further stated that 
for any election-related 
information, voters may 
contact the concerned 
Returning Officers.

Providing further 
details, Deep Shikha 
Sharma said that a to-
tal of 132 polling booths 
have been set up across 
63 wards for the elec-
tions. Out of these, 85 
polling booths have been 
established in 33 wards 
of Municipal Council 
Ferozepur, 16 polling 
booths in 13 wards of 
Talwandi Bhai and 31 
polling booths in 17 
wards of Zira.

She added that polling 
will be held on May 26 
from 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm, while counting of 
votes will take place on 
May 29. Appealing to 
voters, the District Elec-
tion Officer urged all eli-
gible voters to exercise 
their democratic right 
fearlessly and respon-
sibly without any fear 
or inducement.

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Ferozepur, May 20

Chemists and druggists 
across Punjab have an-
nounced a statewide strike 
against the proposed on-
line licence system for the 
supply of medicines, alleg-
ing that the move would 
adversely affect retail 
chemists and compromise 
public health safety. The 
protest is primarily against 
the online sale of medi-
cines and deep discounting 
by e-pharmacy platforms, 
which is badly affecting 
local pharmacies as they 
are unable to compete with 
such low pricing.

The Chemists’ Union 
Chief has announced that 
the strike will remain 
in force from 12 am on 
Wednesday to 12 am on 

Thursday.  However, to 
ensure people do not 
face difficulties during 
an emergency, helpline 
numbers will also be is-
sued to assist them.

One of the patients who 
purchases medicines ev-
ery month, around Rs. 
5,000, said the treatment 
has become costly now 
with rising prices of medi-
cines.  The local dealers 
are giving a maximum 
20% discount on MRP, 
while online medicines of 
the same brand or a sub-
stitute brand are available 
at a higher discount of the 
same brand or substitute 
brand for around 40 to 
50%. But the majority of 
the patients are reluctant 
to purchase online be-
cause of its quality and 
the results.

RAMAN CHAMAK
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Amritsar, May 20 

To further promote en-
vironmental greenery in 
district Amritsar, a spe-
cial plantation drive will 
be launched to plant six 
and a half lakh saplings 
dedicated to the 650th 
Prakash Utsav of Sri Guru 
Ravidas Ji. In this regard, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Amritsar Dalwinderjit 
Singh on Wednesday 
chaired an important 
meeting with officials of 
various departments to 
discuss and prepare the 
framework for this cam-
paign in detail.

 Addressing the meet-
ing, the Deputy Commis-
sioner said that Sri Guru 
Ravidas Ji gave the mes-

sage of equality, service, 
and love for nature to hu-
manity. To commemorate 
his 650th Prakash Utsav 
in a memorable manner, 
the district administra-
tion will undertake this 
large-scale plantation 
campaign under which six 
and a half lakh saplings 
will be planted in villages, 
urban areas, schools, col-
leges, government offices, 
along roadsides, canals, 
and other public places 
across the district.

 He directed all de-

partments to work in 
coordination to make the 
campaign successful and 
said that each department 
would be assigned targets 
for plantation. 

He further emphasized 
that along with planta-
tion, proper care and 
maintenance of the sap-
lings must also be ensured 
so that the campaign 
does not remain merely 
a formal exercise but 
contributes meaningfully 
towards environmental 
improvement.

PUNJAB EXPRES BUREAU
Jagraon, May 20

 
Sarvjit Kaur Manuke on 
Wednesday strongly re-
futed rumours claiming 
that her husband had 
filed nomination papers 
from Ward No. 1, which 
is reserved for SC women, 
and accused the opposi-
tion of resorting to false 
propaganda out of politi-
cal frustration ahead of 
the municipal corporation 
elections.

Addressing a press con-
ference along with AAP’s 
official Ward No. 1 can-
didate Paramjit Kaur, 
Manuke said the oppo-
sition has no genuine is-
sue to corner her or the 
Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment, and therefore it 
has stooped to spreading 
fabricated stories and mis-
leading rumours.

Manuke said the Bhag-
want Mann-led Punjab 
government has deliv-
ered more in four-and-
a-half years than what 
was promised during the 
2022 Assembly elections 
by the AAP. She said that 
with the 2027 elections 
approaching, the oppo-
sition is unnerved by the 
growing popularity and 
performance of the gov-
ernment, which is why it 
is indulging in such tactics.

Clarifying the contro-
versy, Manuke said that 
someone else misused her 
husband’s name and man-
aged to obtain a receipt from 
the Returning Officer’s of-
fice in an attempt to cre-
ate confusion and spread 
misinformation. She added 
that she usually ignores such 
rumours because the op-

position constantly spreads 
false narratives against her, 
but this time she was com-
pelled to respond as several 
media outlets circulated the 
false story while using her 
photograph.

The MLA further said 
that similar attempts had 
been made earlier as well 
to malign her image, in-
cluding false allegations 
that she was trying to en-
croach upon the house of 
an NRI. She termed those 
allegations completely 
fabricated and politically 
motivated.

Manuke said such ru-
mours have no impact be-
cause she remains continu-
ously connected with the 
people of her constituency, 
who know the truth and 
are fully aware of her work 
and commitment.

Addressing the media, 
AAP candidate Paramjit 
Kaur also dismissed the 
rumours and stated that 
Sarvjit Kaur Manuke had 
accompanied her during 
the filing of nomination 
papers and never asked 
her to withdraw or refrain 
from contesting the elec-
tion from Ward No. 1.

Expressing confidence 
ahead of the Jagraon 
Municipal Corporation 
elections, Manuke said 
that AAP is set to register 
a major victory because 
people have witnessed the 
work done by the Punjab 
Government and now 
want similar develop-
ment in their city as well.
She added that during the 
election campaign, she was 
shocked to learn that many 
residents had never even 
seen their previous coun-
cillors.

NARINDER GUPTA 
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Jalandhar, May 20

Deputy Commissioner 
Varjeet Walia has ap-
pealed to people to follow 
the special advisory issued 
by the Health Department 
in view of the ‘heat wave’ 
conditions predicted by the 
Meteorological Department 
in Punjab from May 18 to 
May 24.

Appealing to the public, he 
said that residents of the dis-
trict can protect themselves 
from heat wave only by taking 
proper precautions.

Walia said that intense 
sunlight and hot winds can 
prove harmful to human 
health, therefore people 
should avoid unnecessary 
movement outside during 
afternoon hours. He said that 
if it is absolutely necessary 
to go out during the after-
noon, people should keep 

their heads covered and pre-
fer wearing light-coloured 
cotton clothes.

He said that umbrellas, 
caps, towels, turbans or 
dupattas should be used to 
protect the head from direct 
sunlight and people should 
avoid walking barefoot in 
the sun. He further said that 
people working in the sun 
should take rest in shade after 
short intervals or keep a wet 
towel or cloth on their head to 
maintain body temperature.

Walia said that in case 
symptoms of heat stroke 

appear, people should im-
mediately contact the nearest 
health centre. He advised 
people to drink plenty of wa-
ter and other fluids to prevent 
dehydration. He also suggest-
ed increased consumption of 
seasonal fruits and vegetables 
such as watermelon, musk-
melon, grapes, cucumber, 
tomatoes, bottle gourd and 
ridge gourd, as they contain 
high water content. He said 
that ORS, lemon water, lassi, 
coconut water and other flu-
ids should be consumed in 
large quantities.

Follow advisory issued by Health 
Dept to prevent heat wave: DC

ADC reviews progress of development schemes, 
orders timely transparent disposal of work

Opposition spreading false 
rumours due to fear of AAP’s 
growing support: Sarvjit Manuke

281 candidates in fray for MC and 
NP elections in Ferozepur, all 13 
wards of Mudki declared unopposed

Dengue awareness volunteers conduct door-to-
door survey, educate residents in Hoshiarpur

Chemists in Ferozepur back 
state-level protest over online 
medicine supply policy

Punjab will give a 
befitting reply in 
2027: Tarun Chugh
PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Mukerian/Chandigarh, 
May 20

BJP National General 
Secretary Tarun Chugh 
today addressed a pub-
lic meeting organised 
at the residence of 
BJP MLA Jangi Lal 
Mahajan in Mukerian 
as part of the Punjab 
Municipal Corporation 
elections campaign. He 
called upon the people 
to elect BJP candidates 
with massive margins. 
The overwhelming en-
thusiasm and support 
of the gathering was 
a clear indication that 
the people of Punjab 
are increasingly placing 
their trust in the BJP.

He said that 52 
months have now passed 
and the time has come  
for a change in Punjab. 

Six-and-a-half lakh saplings to be planted 
in Amritsar on occasion of 650th Prakash 
Utsav of Sri Guru Ravidas Ji: DC

AAP announces new-office bearers 
for Punjab Social Media Wing


