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The Supreme Court on Fri-
day said the NEET-UG 2026
paper leak had left students
and entire families traumat-
ised to find that years of hard
work and emotional invest-
ment had gone waste even as
the Centre said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is “per-
sonally monitoring” the
situation.

A Bench, headed by Justice
PS Narasimha, asked why the
National Testing Agency
(NTA), which holds the
NEET-UG exam, repeats its
mistakes when the Union
Public Services Commission
had so far made none.

The court zeroed in on the
problem of ad-hocism in the
NTA, and the lack of “institu-
tional memory and
framework”.

The court directed the
Ministry of Human Resource
and Development (MHRD)
to file an a�davit explaining

the measures it intends to
take to tackle the lack of
“physical and intellectual
wherewithal” and improve
institutional capacity within
the NTA.

The NTA maintained that
the cancellation of NEET-
UG 2026 and the transfer of
the investigation to the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) by itself reflected
the seriousness with which
examination integrity was
treated by both the NTA and
the Union government.

The cancellation of NEET-
UG 2026, conducted on May
3, had left around 23 lakh
candidates facing uncer-
tainty over their academic
future. But the court also
struck an optimistic tone,
saying the situation was “not
beyond us”.

“We have some of the best
o�cers heading these insti-
tutions. But they get trans-
ferred and take their experi-
ence and know-how with
them. The knowledge is not
percolated to the next group

of people who are going to
run the institution. It is not
the individual who should
have the memory, the insti-
tution must retain its
memories, experiences and
learn from them,” Justice
Narasimha observed.

The court asked the Min-
istry to specify the steps
taken to retain specialised
personnel, preserve institu-
tional memory and ensure a
plurality of expertise in the
conduct of NEET
examinations.

“The endeavour is to en-
sure that NTA has the phys-
ical and intellectual where-
withal to ensure no incidents
like in the NEET-UG 2024
and 2026 exams occur
again,” Justice Narasimha
said. The apex court has
scheduled the next hearing
on the matter in the second
week of July.

COMPUTER TEST 

“The real problem will not
stop till there is actual ac-
countability. Not in terms of

so and so will be liable, it will
be e�ective when we know
which individual shoulders
the responsibility. Unless
you identify the specific
duty-bearers, it will be di�-
cult,” Justice Narasimha
observed.

In its a�davit, NTA said it
will conduct NEET-UG in
the computer-based test
(CBT) mode from next year
instead of the pen and paper
mode after consulting the
Centre. 

A high-level committee of
experts has recommended
the transition. 

MULTIPLE SETS

Among the key changes, the
agency said it had introduced
multiple sets of question pa-
pers, with one set retained as
backup. 

A designated senior o�cer
will oversee the entire print-
ing process, and the use of
electronic devices has now
been prohibited. All CCTV
recordings would also be
preserved.

SC slams Centre, says NEET paper leak
has left students, families traumatised
SEEKS ACCOUNTABILITY. HR Ministry to file a�davit on how it will address lack of ‘intellectual wherewithal’ 
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retained as a backup

Kurve Sachin is chief of
Chennai Port Authority 

Chennai: Kurve Sachin
Shardchandra has taken charge
as Chairperson of the Chennai
Port Authority (ChPA). He
succeeds Sunil Paliwal, who is
now serving as Chairman of the
Inland Waterways Authority of
India. OUR BUREAU

PM Surya Ghar lights up
40 lakh households 

New Delhi: A total of 40 lakh
households have been
solarised under the
government’s PM Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana, Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi said on
Friday. The scheme is turning
citizens from power
consumers to power
producers, the MNRE Minister
said in a post on X. Launched in
February 2024, the scheme
aims to install rooftop solar
systems in one crore
households by March 2027. PTI

Chip maker Intel Corpora-
tions has signed a pact with
the Odisha government and
3DGS to bring semicon-
ductor substrate manufac-
turing technology to India, an
o�cial said on Friday. 

Union Minister of Elec-
tronics and IT Ashwini Vaish-
naw, along with Chief Minis-
ter of Odisha Mohan Charan
Majhi, Intel CEO Lip-Bu Tan,
and other dignitaries, wit-
nessed the signing of the
MoU, the statement said.
“Congratulations to Odisha,
Intel and 3DGS on signing an
MoU to bring substrate man-
ufacturing technology to In-
dia. This will further advance
the semiconductor ecosys-
tem in India,” Vaishnaw said. 

A semiconductor sub-
strate is the layer of chip on
which circuits are built.

FIRST PROJECT 

The project, with an estim-
ated investment of about
$3.3 billion, will come up in

the Bhubaneswar-Khurda re-
gion and is the first with the
engagement of computer
chip major Intel. To be imple-
mented over five-six years, it
is expected to generate more
than 1,800 direct high-skilled
jobs.

“It will make advanced
packaging glass core sub-
strates, high-density inter-
connect substrates and asso-
ciated semiconductor
technologies, with Intel sup-
porting technology know-
how and process expertise. It
is expected to contribute to
capability development, eco-
system growth and export-
oriented manufacturing in
India,” a statement said.

Vaishnaw said the entry of
firms like Applied Materials
Inc, Lam Research, Tokyo
Electron Ltd, Merck Elec-
tronics, and signing of the
MoU between Tata Electron-
ics and Dutch multinational
ASML -- is a recognition of
the government’s e�orts in
the semiconductor sector
and the trust the industry
places in India.

Intel, Odisha sign $3.3 b
semicon substrate
production deal
Press Trust of India 
New Delhi

While DK Shivakumar has
finally wangled for himself
the chief ministership of
Karnataka, the tougher
challenge begins now. With
barely over 20 months left
before the next Assembly
election, the incoming CM
inherits a politically sensit-
ive and fiscally stretched
State, alongside mounting
pressure to deliver on gov-
ernance and infrastructure.

The Congress govern-
ment’s welfare guarantees
have significantly stretched
the State’s finances, with
Karnataka borrowing
nearly ₹20,000 crore addi-
tionally every year to sus-
tain the schemes. As per a
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report, the
State borrowed ₹63,000
crore in 2023-24 to fund
guarantee schemes and
bridge the financial gaps
they created, ₹37,000 crore

higher than the previous
year’s net debt of ₹26,000
crore.

The report also noted
that nearly ₹5,299 crore
earmarked for capital ex-
penditure on infrastructure
was diverted towards guar-
antee schemes during the
year. 

As of March 2026,
Karnataka’s per capita debt
burden has surged to ₹1.12
lakh.Another immediate
political challenge will be
the contentious caste
census report released be-
fore Siddaramaiah stepped
down. Shivakumar had
earlier opposed the survey. 

Karnataka conducted
two caste surveys in the last
nine years, both under Sid-
daramaiah’s leadership. 

FIRST SURVEY

The first survey, commis-
sioned in 2015 under the H
Kantharaj Commission,
was completed by 2018 but
remained politically sensit-
ive for years. The latest re-

port is expected to intensify
caste equations ahead of
the election cycle and could
trigger friction among the
dominant and backward
communities.

CONTINUED INFLUENCE

Despite stepping down as
Chief Minister, Siddara-
maiah remains a powerful

force within the Congress.
His decision to reject a Ra-
jya Sabha berth and remain
active in Karnataka politics
raises questions over how
much influence he will con-
tinue to exert in the day-to-
day functioning of the gov-
ernment.Shivakumar will
also have to navigate de-
mands for Deputy Chief
Minister representation
from di�erent caste and
ideological blocs, including

AHINDA factions. Known
to oppose power-sharing
arrangements, Shivakumar
could face internal friction
if competing camps push
for greater representation
in the new Cabinet.Political
analyst Harish Ramaswamy
said Shivakumar’s biggest
test would be balancing
governance, caste equa-
tions, cabinet formation
and fiscal management sim-
ultaneously. 

Aishwarya Kumar
Bengaluru

DK Shivakumar 

For DKS, the hard part will be balancing welfare, caste equation, infra 

QUICKLY.

The Union Labour and Em-
ployment Ministry has set a
June 22 deadline for platform
businesses to transfer all
workers’ data to the e-Shram
portal. The move is in sync
with the government initiat-
ing the process for establish-
ing the ‘National Social Secur-
ity Board for Gig and Platform
Workers’ under the Code on
Social Security to oversee
governance and welfare for
the growing gig economy. 

Emphasising this in his ad-
dress at a event on ‘Stakehold-
ers Consultation on Oppor-
tunities and Challenges of Gig
and Platform Workers in In-
dia’, Ashutosh AT Pednekar,
Joint Secretary and Director
General (Labour Welfare),
said the sector is strategically
very important for the Indian
economy. “Huge part of our
workforce is now getting ab-
sorbed in the gig and platform
economy and the potential is
immense. Today, around one
crore workers are employed
in this sector, and the poten-
tial is to reach around 2.5
crore workers by the end of
the decade,” said Pednekar.

The event was organised by
FICCI-AIOE with the Inter-
national Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) on Friday.

DATABASE

The e-Shram portal provides
the database of registered ag-
gregators, which helps in un-
derstanding on a real time
basis the benefits a worker
can or has availed. 

“Just like the UPI and
Aadhaar changed the digital
landscape in India, e-Shram
has the potential of changing
the way benefits are given to

workers along with the port-
ability of benefits, which is a
challenge worldwide. We
have a deadline till June 22 be-
fore which the platforms have
to ensure that all data of work-
ers is transferred on the e-
Shram portal and we are
working on very tight
timeline,” he noted. He out-
lined steps taken by the gov-
ernment, including notifica-
tion of rules on the Code on
Social Security, along with the
other three Labour Codes on
May 8.

“We are in the process of
operationalising the Code
basis the rules through vari-
ous mechanisms like the Na-
tional Social Security Board
for Gig and Platform workers,
which is being operational-
ised. The Board will look at
unorganised workers,” he ad-
ded. The government is also
in the process of implement-
ing various social security
schemes for platform work-
ers related to accident and
maternity benefits, among
others.

The government has man-
dated the new code to ensure
basic social security measures
are given to the workers as a
part of the protection cover-
age. 

Gig platforms have time
till June 22 to sync with
e-Shram portal
Our Bureau
New Delhi 

AP Moller–Maersk has
launched a dedicated ocean
service connecting Far East
Asia to the Indian subcontin-
ent, with the first sailing ex-
pected to depart Shanghai on
June 4.

The service, FI2, has been
introduced following cus-
tomer demand for additional

capacity on the China-India
trade route. 

It will provide Indian im-
porters and exporters with a
quicker, reliable, high-fre-
quency connection to key
manufacturing and sourcing
hubs across north west In-
dia, the Danish shipping ma-
jor said.

The weekly service will be
operated with a fleet of six
vessels with a nominal capa-
city of 4,500 TEU. 

The port rotation will be
Shanghai–Ningbo–Nansha–
Tanjung Pelepas–Nhava
Sheva–Pipavav–Port Qasim.

A company o�cial said the
service will also be quicker
by 5-6 days than the existing
FI3 service.

The FI3 service, connect-
ing Jawaharlal Nehru,
Pipavav, Karachi, Mundra,
Colombo, Singapore, Qing-
dao, Xingang and Busan
ports, takes 30 days.

Maersk to launch FI2 India-China service
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