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{ AHEAD OF 2027 UP POLLS }

Upcoming MLC vacancies: Another
chance for BJP to readjust pol math

Brajendra K Parashar
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: With the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections
drawing closer, the upcoming
vacancies in the Vidhan Pari-
shad could provide the BJP
another opportunity to recali-
brateits political arithmetic and
social chemistry ahead of the
polls.

Around a dozen seats in the
legislative council are to fall
vacant by the first week of
December, while nearly as many
are expected to become vacant
again in January. All these
vacancies are likely to be filled
weeks before the assembly elec-
tions.

The six-year term of 11 mem-
bers from the graduate and
teachers’ constituencies in the
legislative council will end on
December 6 this year. They are
Avnish Kumar Singh, Ashutosh
Sinha, Man Singh Yadav, Man-
vendra Pratap Singh, Dinesh
Kumar Goyal, Hari Singh Dhil-
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lon, Umesh Dwivedi, Dhruv
Kumar Tripathi, Lal Bihari
Yadav, Srichand Sharma and
Akash Agrawal.

Similarly, the term of another
10 members will expire on Janu-
ary 30,2027. They include Kun-
war Manvendra Singh, Dhar-
mendra Singh, Swatantra Singh,
Arvind Kumar Sharma, Ashwani
Tyagi, Govind Narayan, Dharm-
veer Prajapati, Salil Vishnoi and
Surendra Chaudhary.

The term of one nominated

KEY POINTS

®Around 22 seats in the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Council are set to fall
vacant between December
2026 and January 2027,
ahead of the 2027
Assembly elections.

o The BJPis likely to use
these vacancies to
rebalance caste, regional
and social representation
before the polls.

member—Padam Sen Chaud-
hary—is also expiring on Janu-
ary 30 next year, while one more
seat under the nominated quota
of 10 members has been vacant
since June 8, 2024.

Political observers and party
insiders believe the vacancies
may give the ruling party scope
to accommodate various caste,
regional and social groups,
besides addressing aspirations
within the organisation and
among allies. It may also accom-

modate leaders who may be
denied a ticket for the Assembly
elections.

Currently, in the 100-member
House, the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) has 83 members
with the BJP alone having 79
while the Samajwadi Party (SP),
the principal Opposition, has
only 10 members and most of
them, including the Leader of
Opposition in the House Lal
Bihari Yadav, will be retiring on
December 6. The BJP recently
attempted a similar balancing
exercise through the expansion
of the Yogi Adityanath Cabinet,
which was widely viewed as an
effort to send political and social
signals to different communities
ahead of the polls.

The party is also expected to
undertake  organisational
reshuffles in the coming days,
while appointments to boards,

across caste and regional lines
before the elections.

Sources said the party is
learnt to be weighing factors
such as representation for non-
Yadav OBCs, Dalits, upper castes,
women and different regions
while planning future political
adjustments.

The upcoming legislative
council elections are also being
seen as a possible avenue for
accommodating organisational
leaders, balancing alliance com-
pulsions and rewarding leaders
‘who may not find space in the
government or organisation.

‘With almost every major
political exercise now being
viewed through the glasses of
the 2027 elections, the coming
months are expected to witness
a series of calculated political
decisions aimed at strengthen-
ing the BJP's social coalition in

corporations and
are also pending. Together, these
exercises, it is said, could offer
the BJP multiple opportunities
to fine-tune representation

UPasan effe unter to the
Samajwadi Party’s PDA narra-
tive that is believed to have
harmed the BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

{ INCLUSION OF CAPABLE WORKERS STRESSED }

BJP meeting focuses on
booth management

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: With assembly polls
inUttar Pradesh less than a year
away, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has started the verification
process of its district, mandal
and booth committees and
shakti kendras.

State office bearers of the BIP,
its regional and district presi-
dents and district in-charges
turned up at the state party
headquarters on Tuesday for an
organisational meeting. State
BJP president Pankaj Chaudhary
and party’s state general secre-
tary (organisation) Dharampal
Singh presided over the meeting
conducted by state general sec-
retary Govind Narayan Shukla.

Dharampal Singh said the ver-
ification of booth committees is
nearing completion. Responsi-
bility in organisational pro-
grammes and campaigns should
be given to all hardworking and
capable workers, he added.

Healso directed party office-
bearers to prepare lists of old
and experienced workers at
every booth and make them

PARTY ALSO
REVIEWS
VERIFICATION
PROCESS OF
DISTRICT, MANDAL
COMMITTEES,
SHAKTI KENDRAS

hary added. He said the issueless
opposition has neither a policy,
noran action plan or any vision
for public welfare.

The opposition is only resort-
ing to lies, confusion and creat-
ing noise. In such a situation,
BJP workers will have to be
more vigilant and expose every

active in organisational events.
Efforts should also be made to
bring people associated with the
organisation’s ideology into
party work, Singh said.

Pankaj Chaudhary said work
must be carried out ina planned
manner with the goal of ensur-
ing victory at every booth in the
2027 UP assembly polls. He said
at booths where the BJP suc-
ceeded in previous elections,
efforts should be made to further
increase the margin of victory,
while special effort should be
made to turn relatively weaker
booths in the BJP's favour.

The priority should be to util-
ise the capacity of every worker
at the booth level and work with
collective effort, coordination
and an effective strategy, Chaud-

lie of the by reaching
out to every household, he said.
Dharampal Singh, while
reviewing the verification work,
said regular meetings should be
ensured every month. He said
district committee meetings
should be held between the Ist
and 15th of every month. Mandal
committee meetings should be
held regularly in the first week
and shakti kendra meetings in
the third week of every month.
Singh said booth committee
meetings will be held in the last
week of the month. He said every
meeting should be based on the
principles of effective implemen-
tation of the organisational
action plan, coordination, coop-
eration, and harmony. Booth
president meetings at the assem-
bly constituency level will also
be organised in the coming time.

'UP CM Yogi Adityanath congratulates the newly sworn-in Assam

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma during the swearing-in ceremony
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Yogi attends Assam
swearing-in ceremony

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath
attended the swearing-in cere-
mony of the newly elected BJP
government in Assam. After
Himanta Biswa Sarma took oath
as chief minister, Adityanath
extended his best wishes to him
and the newly inducted cabinet
members for a successful tenure.

Earlier, on his arrival at the

airport, the UP chief minister
was accorded a traditional wel-
come by local artistes through
musical performances and
dance, while women dressed in
traditional attire greeted him. A
large gathering welcomed Adity-
anath with cheers and slogans,
and he expressed his gratitude
with folded hands. Later, he,
along with Union defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, paid obei-
sance at the Maa Kamakhya
temple.

UPCC PRESIDENT AJAY RAI PLEDGES
RENEWED PUSH FOR PEOPLE'S ISSUES

VARANASI: Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president Ajay
Rai received a rousing welcome
in Pindara on Tuesday following
his recovery. The reception fea-
tured drumbeats, floral gar-
lands, and slogans from Con-
gress members.

During the ceremony, Rai
said, “Kashi is our land, our very
soul, and the people here are our
family. 1 express my deepest
gratitude to the residents of

Kashi, Congress workers, well-
wishers, and the general public
for the prayers offered for my
recovery.” He committed to
advancing the party’s agenda.
“The Congress party has consist-
ently fought for the issues con-
cerning farmers, youth, women,
traders, and the general public;
in the times to come, our agita-
tion regarding matters of public
interest will be further intensi-
fied,” Rai said. HTC

MAHANA BATS FOR
UNIFORM RULES
ACROSS ALL
ASSEMBLIES

HTC

HT Correspondent
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LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh Legis-
lative Assembly Speaker Satish
Mahana on Tuesday called for
uniformity in the functioning
and rules of procedure of legis-
lative assemblies across the
country, saying common rules
would help make parliamentary
work more effective, transpar-
entand people-centric.

A three-day meeting of the
high-level committee of presid-
ing officers began in Mysuru,
Karnataka, on Tuesday to dis-
cuss ways to make democratic
traditions and legislative func-
tioning more effective, modern
and uniform, according to a
press statement.

The committee includes
speakers of legislative assem-
blies from six states. Satish
Mahana, UP legislative assem-
bly speaker, has been appointed
chairman of the panel.

Addressing the meeting,
Mahana said a shared frame-
work was needed to deal with
challenges faced by legislative
assemblies. “There should be no
unnecessary disparities in the
rules of procedure of any legis-
lative assembly, and uniform
processes and rules should be

letters@htlive.com

KANPUR: Ajendra Singh Lodhi,
the Samajwadi Party’s
Lok Sabha MP from Hamirpur,
was booked in Mahoba early
on Tuesday for calling Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
‘anti-national’ during a protest
against electricity-related and
other issues on Monday.

The FIR was registered
at 2:05 am at Mahoba Kotwali on
a complaint by BJP district
media in-charge Satyendra
Pratap Gupta under Sections 132
(assault on a public official),
189(2) (unlawful assembly),
196(1) (promoting enmity), and
352 (intentional insult) of the
Bharanya Nyaya Sanhita, police

Lodhl made the remarks dur-
ing a Samajwadi party  dem-
onstration outside the district
collectorate on Monday
afternoon. Party workers had

SP MP booked for
remarks against PM

Ajendra Singh Lodhi

SOURCED

gathered to protest against
electricity related issues
and blocked traffic near the col-
lectorate for closeto anhour,
disrupting work and affecting
visitors to government offices.

Addressing supportersat the
protest, Lodhi dared the admin-
istration to file a case against
him. “File the case if you want.
We are not afraid,” he allegedly
said.

‘Edu system collapsing in state’

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW/PRAYAGRAJ: Samaj-
wadi Party (SP) president Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Tuesday launched
a sharp attack on the govern-
ment, alleging that the education
system and examination process
in the state are ‘collapsing in the
same wayas the country’s econ-
omy’

Speakmg to media persons at
the residence of his party leader
Basudev Yadav, the SP chief
claimed that at least 40 exami-
nation papers had been leaked
so far. His remarks came amid
recent allegations of a question
paper leakin the NEET examina-
tion 2026 thatled to its cancella-
tion.

Akhilesh alleged that the gov-
ernment is “intentionally allow-
ing paper leaks” and accused it
of having a “nexus with educa-
tion mafias,” which he said is
destroying the future of stu-
dents. “No investigation into
paper leaks has ever been com-

SP chlef Akhilesh Yadavin
Prayagraj on Tuesday
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pleted. Even major incidents
remain unresolved,” he further

iticised PM Naren-
dra Modi's appeal to citizens
regarding reduced spending on
items like gold, petrol and diesel,
claiming that such restrictions
contradict the vision ofa “$5 tril-
lion economy.” He accused the
Centre of pushing the country
into an economic crisis and mis-
leading the public on several key
issues. The SP chief also raised
concerns over the rupee’s depre-
ciation against the dollar and ris-
ing challenges of inflation and

unemployment. Yadav alleged
that the government does not
wish to grant reservation to
women.

Yadav further alleged that
instead of fulfilling promises of
employment generation and
doubling farmers' income, the
government is misleading the
public. On black money and ED
raids, the SP chief said enforce-
ment agencies were now con-
ducting raids across several
states, and he predicted similar
action in Uttar Pradesh.

He alleged political misuse of
investigative agencies and
claimed that raids were being
carried out selectively against
those whose “balance sheets
have grown significantly in
recent years”. On the 2027 UP
elections, Yadav claimed that the
ruling party would face defeat.
Earlier, he paid tribute to the late
Puran Chandra Joshi, husband
of former MP Rita Bahuguna
Joshi, at their Minto Road resi-
dence before meeting party
workers in the Beli area.
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ped for all legislatures,”
Mahana said.

He also raised concerns over
possible misuse of Artificial
Intelligence and said technology
should be used to strengthen
democratic institutions.

Mahana said legislative
assemblies should build
stronger engagement with the
public so citizens can better
understand how these institu-
tions function.
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LUCKNOW: Deputy chief minis-
ter Brajesh Pathak on Tuesday
alleged that the “real character
and reprehensible mindset” of
the Samajwadi Party (SP) had
once again been exposed.

He said the “indecent and
insulting” remarks allegedly
made by SP spokesperson Raj-
kumar Bhati against the Brah-
min community were condem-

nable and reflected the party’s
mindset.

“Itis extremely unfortunate to
use such language against the
Brahmin community, which has
guided the country in knowl-
edge, culture, the Constitution
and nation-building,” Pathak
said. The deputy CM further
alleged that the SP had repeat-
edly made statements against
Sanatan traditions, saints and
social harmony.

He referred to past controver-

SP’s ‘real character’ exposed: Dy
CM Pathak on leader’s remarks

sies involving SP leaders, includ-
ing remarks allegedly made by
senior leader Azam Khan, state-
ments by former SP leader
Swami Prasad Maurya regarding
the Ramcharitmanas, and
alleged comments against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP
state president Pankaj Chaud-
hary. Pathak said SP president
Akhilesh Yadav should clarify
whether Bhati’s remarks
reflected the party’s official
stand.

PROTEST OUTSIDE SP MP HOUSE ENDS

WITH SWEETSAND S

LAKHIMPUR KHERI : In an unu-
sual political moment on Tues-
day, a protest by BJP Mahila
Morcha workers outside the
residence of Samajwadi Party
(SP) MP Utkarsh Verma here
took an unexpected turn after
the lawmaker offered sweets
and water to the demonstrators
amid the scorching heat.
Following a call by the party

ELFIES

leadership, BJP Mahila Morcha
members and office-bearers,
including district president
Manju Lata Srivastava, vice-
president Kiran Agrawal, Divya
Singh, Rashmi Gupta, Arti
Nigam and Kirti Gupta, gath-
ered outside Verma’s residence
to protest against the SP's stand
on the Women’s Reservation
Bill. HTC
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Crisis before country is not limited

Mayawati HTPHOTO
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LUCKNOW: Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati has said
that the Prime Minister’s appeals
to the people to exercise
‘restraint’ in view of the West
Asia crisis indicates that the cri-
sis confronting India is not lim-
ited merely to petroleum prod-

ucts but to a deepening eco-
nomic crisis. Itis likely to affect
the lives of millions of Indians,
raising serious apprehensions
about its persistence. Ina post on
X, on Tuesday, the BSP chief said,
the war against Iran, coupled
with the uncertainty surround-
ing its end—particularly in the
light of concerns over the energy
crisis and foreign exchange

reserves—has been underscored
by the Prime Minister.

Nearly one hundred crore
people of the country—already
reeling from the blow of the
Covid pandemic and now grap-
pling with crises even for their
daily bread and livelihood—have
little left to lose and can scarcely
afford further restraint.

Itwould be fitting in the inter-

to petroleum products

est of the people and the nation
for the central and state govern-
ments to take proactive steps in
such a situation to provide some

Mayawati

relief to the poor and toiling fam-
ilies and support them. This is
the prevailing sentiment among
the common people, she said.
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