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NEW DELHI: Outgoing 
Chief of Defence Staff 
(CDS) General Anil 
Chauhan on Saturday 
described his tenure as 
“very satisfying” as he 
concluded a significant 
three-year-and-eight-
month stint as India’s 
top military officer. Dur-
ing his time in office, he 
focused extensively on 
enhancing coordination 
and synergy among the 
Indian Army, Navy, and 
Air Force, a key objective 
aimed at strengthening 
India’s overall military 
preparedness and effec-
tiveness.

General Chauhan made 
the remarks after being 
accorded a ceremonial 
tri-services guard of hon-
our, marking the end of 
his distinguished service 
in uniform. He expressed 
gratitude to the three 
armed services and the 
Headquarters Integrated 
Defence Staff for the hon-
our bestowed upon him.

Reflecting on his ten-
ure, General Chauhan 
said he had enjoyed a 
highly fulfilling period 
as CDS. One of his major 
priorities was advancing 

the concept of tri-services 
integration and pushing 
forward India’s long-term 
military reform agenda. 
He played an important 
role in initiating mea-
sures to implement the 
theatre command sys-
tem, which seeks to cre-
ate integrated military 
commands capable of 
conducting joint opera-
tions more efficiently.

During his tenure, 
General Chauhan also 
contributed significantly 
to strategic planning 
and military operations. 
Along with the chiefs of 
the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force, he played a key 
role in the planning and 
execution of Operation 
Sindoor, highlighting the 
growing emphasis on 
joint military coordina-
tion. Speaking about his 
retirement, the outgoing 

CDS noted that receiving 
a tri-services guard of 
honour was a matter of 
immense pride. He also 
visited the National War 
Memorial to lay a wreath 
in tribute to soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives in 
service to the nation. 
Describing the occasion 
as emotional, he said it 
symbolized his transition 
from military service to 
civilian life.

General Chauhan 
assumed office in Sep-
tember 2022 as India’s 
second CDS, succeeding 
General BipinRawat, who 
died in a helicopter crash 
in Tamil Nadu in Decem-
ber 2021. Although Gen-
eral Chauhan had retired 
as a Lieutenant General 
in May 2021, he returned 
to active service and was 
elevated to the rank of 
four-star General upon 

his appointment as CDS.
An alumnus of National 

Defence Academy and 
Indian Military Academy, 
General Chauhan was 
commissioned into the 
11 Gorkha Rifles in 1981. 
Throughout his illustri-
ous career, he held sev-
eral important command 
and staff appointments, 
including leadership 
roles in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Northeast India, and 
the Eastern Command. 
He was also the Director 
General of Military Oper-
ations during the 2019 
Balakot airstrike.

For his exemplary 
service, General Chau-
han received numer-
ous distinguished hon-
ours, including the 
P a r a m V i s h i s h t S e v a 
Medal, UttamYudhSeva 
Medal, AtiVishishtSeva 
Medal, Sena Medal, and 
VishishtSeva Medal. He 
will be succeeded by 
Lieutenant General N. 
S. Raja Subramani, who 
assumes charge as India’s 
next CDS on Sunday.
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“The government had sought 
a report from the temple 

administrative committee and 
their response came.”  

K Muraleedharan        
Kerala Devaswom Minister              

Lt Gen Subramani to 
assume office as CDS today
Outgoing CDS Anil Chauhan stated that his tenure was extremely satisfying.
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z He will be succeeded 
by Lt Gen Subramani 
on Sunday.

Two killed 
BANIHAL/JAMMU: Two 
people lost their lives 
after a truck carrying 
limestone plunged into 
a deep gorge and caught 
fire along the Jammu–Sri-
nagar National Highway 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Ramban district on Satur-
day, officials said.

The accident occurred 
near Gangroo in the 
Ramsoo area when the 
truck was travelling 
from Jammu to Srinagar. 
According to police, the 
driver allegedly lost con-
trol of the vehicle near 
Gangroo, causing it to roll 
down a steep gorge. The 
truck caught fire immedi-
ately after the crash.

Myanmar President offers 
prayers at Mahabodhi Temple
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Myanmar President 
U Min AungHlaing is 
in India on a 5-day 
visit.

GAYAJI: Myanmar Presi-
dent U Min AungHlaing 
on Saturday visited 
the sacred Mahabodhi 
Temple in Bodh Gaya, 
Bihar, and offered 
prayers at one of the 
most revered Buddhist 
pilgrimage sites in the 
world. The temple, a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, is closely associated 
with the life and enlight-
enment of Lord Buddha 
and attracts devotees 
from across the globe.

President Hlaing 
arrived in Bodh Gaya as 
part of his five-day offi-
cial visit to India, accom-
panied by a high-level 
delegation comprising 
cabinet ministers and 
prominent business 

leaders. Upon his arrival 
at the airport, he was 
warmly received by 
Bihar Governor Syed Ata 
Hasnain and state min-
ister Vijay Kumar Sinha. 
The visiting leader was 
accorded a ceremonial 
Guard of Honour in rec-
ognition of his status as 

the head of state of Myan-
mar.

During his visit to the 
Mahabodhi Temple, Pres-
ident Hlaing paid homage 
to Lord Buddha and par-
ticipated in prayers. Offi-
cials described the visit 
as significant, given the 
deep spiritual and cul-

tural connections shared 
by India and Myanmar 
through Buddhism.
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BJP PRESIDENT PERFORMS GANGA AARTI
BJP leader NitinNabin performs Ganga  

Aarti in Rishikesh
DEHRADUN: BJP national president 
NitinNabin on Friday participated 
in the Ganga Aarti on the banks of 
the holy Ganga in Rishikesh, Utta-
rakhand, where he offered prayers 
for the peace, prosperity, and good 
health of the people of the country 
and the state. The visit marked his first 
trip to Uttarakhand after assuming 
charge as the national president of the 
BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP).

Nabin was accompanied by Uttara-
khand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami during the spiritual ceremony 
held at the renowned ParmarthNi-

ketanGhat. Together, they performed 
the Ganga Aarti and prayed for the 
nation’s progress, public welfare, and 
global peace.


