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5PunjabcadetsgraduatefromNDA
FiveMRSAFPI cadetsposewith formerAFPIANscurrently servingas instructors at theNDAafter the
PassingOutParadeof the 150thNDACourseatKhadakwasla, Pune, onSaturday. ExPRESS

fivEformEr cadets of the Ma-
haraja Ranjit Singh Armed Forces
Preparatory Institute (MRSAFPI),
Mohali, graduated from the pres-
tigious National Defence Acad-
emy (NDA), Khadakwasla, on Sat-
urday. The Passing Out Parade of
the historic 150th NDA Course
was reviewed by Chief of Army
Staff General Upendra Dwivedi.

thEfivEcadets Jaskirtan Singh
of Sangrur, Manjot Singh Walia
and Dhruv Bhandari of Jalandhar,
Harshdeep Singh of Patiala, and
Parth Kavi of Mohali completed
the NDA's rigorous three-year
training programme after
undergoing two years of
foundational grooming
at MRSAFPI.

PuNJAbEmPloYmENtGener-
ation, Skill Development and Train-
ing Minister Aman Arora said,
“These young men have brought
glory to Punjab”. Major General
Ajay H Chauhan, Director of
MRSAFPI, said the institute's suc-
cess story would continue, with
another 25 cadets scheduled to
appear for SSB interviews.
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TIe ChANDIGArh success-
fully organised PrAGATI –
WomenAheadoftheCurve|The
Growth Summit 2026 athyatt
regency, Chandigarh, to cel-
ebrate women-led entrepre-
neurship, innovation and
leadershipacrossnorthIndia.

The one-day summit, held
undertheTieWomeninitiative,
broughttogetherentrepreneurs,
investors, educators, policy-
makersandecosystembuilders
foraseriesofinspiringsessions,
networking,andrecognition.

Itwitnessedstrongparticipa-
tionwithmorethan350registra-
tions and featured a
dedicated Women entrepre-
neursexhibitionZoneshowcas-
ing products and innovations
fromover 25women-led star-
tups.

AlbaSmeriglio,britishDep-
utyhighCommissioner,Chan-
digarh, attended as the Chief
Guest,whileNitinbansal,CTO,
Departmentof Industries,Gov-
ernment of haryana, was the
Guestofhonour.

The programme included
keynote addresses byhirdesh
Madaan, renowned motiva-
tionalspeaker;AjayTiwari,chief
mentor, Tie Chandigarh and
globalCeO&MD,smartDataen-
terprises; PuneetVerma, presi-
dent, Tie Chandigarh; andDr
MadhuChitkara,presidentand
co-founder,ChitkaraUniversity.
A special session on building
purpose-drivenbrandsfeatured
yamini Jain, co-founder of
SnowberryIndia.

representatives from the
WomenentrepreneurshipPlat-
form (WeP),NITIAayog, high-
lighted government initiatives
supporting women-led
enterprises.

AmasterclassonArtificialIn-
telligence byNipun Syal pro-
videdpractical insights into le-
veragingAIforbusinessgrowth.

MedicalprofessionalsDrAs-
hishSharmafromPGIMerand
DrSeemaSharma fromCloud-
ninehospitals also sharedper-
spectives onbalancingprofes-
sional excellencewithpersonal
purpose.

The highlight of the event
wasthePrAGATIAwards2026,
whichhonoured35outstanding
women leadersacross fields in-
cluding entrepreneurship,
healthcare, education, innova-
tion, finance, social impact,
media, sustainability, andcom-
munity leadership. Notable
awardees includedDrMadhu
Chitkara(TieWomenIconofIm-

pact Award), Dr Alka Sharma
(Women ineducationleader-
ship Award), Dr Jaslovleen
(Women inhealthcareleader-
shipAward),DrSeemaSharma
(Women’shealthcareexcellence
Award), AarshiyaDey (young
Womenentrepreneurship Im-
pactAward),andseveralothers.

Speakingatthesummit,Pu-
neet Verma, president, Tie
Chandigarh,said:“AtTieChan-
digarh, we want to create a
meaningfulandlarge-scaleplat-
formforwomenentrepreneurs
tolearn,connect,growandscale
their businesses.Women today
arenotseekingattention—they
are building businesses by
understandingcustomerneeds,
solvingrealproblemsandcreat-
ingsustainableimpact.”

TiEChandigarhhosts
PRAGATI2026,honours
35woman leaders
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INNeArlynine-year-olddis-
pute over school fees, a Chan-
digarh civil court has declared
illegal themonthly tuition fee
hikeimposedbyMountCarmel
School, Sector 47, Chandigarh,
for the 2017-18 academic
sessionanddirectedtheschool
to restrict the increase to 8 per
centoverthepreviousyear'sfee
structure.

The Court of Additional
Civil Judge (Senior Division)
Sachin yadavwhile disposing
of the Civil Suit application
filed by 349 parents against
MountCarmelSchool,Chandi-
garh Administration and the
Central board of Secondary
education (CbSe), ordered,
“Monthly tuition fee hiked by
theMountCarmel School Sec-
tor 47, Chandigarh, is declared
illegalandtheschoolisdirected
to increase the fee for the year
2017-18andsubsequentyearsat
the rate of 8 per cent from the
previous year and parents are
only required to pay the in-
crease of 8 per cent and not
otherwise”.

The applicants, parents
GurpreetSinghandothers,had
challenged the fee revisionan-
nounced by the school in Feb-
ruary2017.

The parents through coun-
sel baljeet Singh, had con-
tendedthat theschoolhad“al-
most doubled” the monthly
tuition fee, ranging from rs
4,800tors4,975permonthfor
classesNursery toXII,without
any corresponding increase in
facilities andwithout consult-
ing parents, thereby violating
therule11.3of theCbSecircu-

larbyrevising fees.
Thecounsel furtherargued

that the school “flatly refused
togiveaplausibleexplanation”
for the hike and that themove
had created “severe financial
distress, uncertainty, and a di-
lemmaamongparents.”

TheMount Carmel School,
however,arguedthatthefeein-
creasewasonlybetween8.7per
cent and 11.3 per cent and no
feewas doubled for any of the
classes, as alleged by the par-
ents.

Its counsel contended that
the institution, being a private
unaided school, required ad-
equatefundstomaintaininfra-
structure,paystaffandsustain
educational standards.

Theschoolalsoarguedthat
several fee components had
been clubbed into a single
monthly charge and that the
Punjab fee-regulation law re-
lied upon by the parents was
notapplicabletoChandigarhin
2017.

The court on hearing the
matter observed that, “The
plaintiffshavefailedtoplaceon
record any document which
could show that the fee was
doubled. hence, the plea of
plaintiffs that the fee was
doubled isherebyrejected”.

however,thecourtwenton
to hold that the school had
failed to justify increasing fees
beyond8percent.

referring to CbSe regula-
tions, the court observed that,
“therulesofCbSewerestillap-
plicable, which clearly shows
that school is run as commu-
nityserviceandnotabusiness,
whichmeansthatfeecannotbe
increased randomly by the
schoolauthorities.”

Theorderfurtherheldthat,
“Fee can only be increased at
theminimum rate of either 8
per centor if, the school is able
toshowsomespecificdevelop-
ment in the building or any
other specific reason, then the
fee could have been increased
formorethan8percent.but, it
isnot so in thepresentcase”.

rejecting the school’s jus-
tification based on inflation
and quality education, the
court said thatMount Carmel
Schoolhasfailedtoshow“what
extra facilities were added in
the year 2017-18 from the pre-
vious year, for which fee of
more than 8 per cent was
required tobe increased”.

The court also rejected the
argument that thesuitwasnot
maintainable because the
schoolsocietyhadnotbeenim-
pleaded through its secretary,
holding that the school had
been correctly impleaded
through its principal who had
issuedthe impugnednotice.

Itfurtherheldthatpayment
of the revised fee by somepar-
entsduringthependencyofthe
casedidnotamount toaccept-
anceof thehike.

Concluding thematter, the
courtheldthattheschoolcould
only have increased the fee by
8 per cent, but they have in-
creasedthefeemorethanthat,
“which iswrong”.

The court directed the
school to correct its fee struc-
tureandissueafreshnotice. It
ordered that fees for 2017-18
and subsequent years be in-
creasedonlyat therateof8per
cent from the previous year
andheld thatparentsareonly
requiredtopaythe increaseof
8 per cent andnot otherwise.

The court ruled, “monthly
tuition fee hiked by the de-
fendant no.1 (Mount Carmel
School) is declared illegal and
defendant no.1 is directed to
increase the fee for the year
2017-18 and subsequent years
at the rate of 8% from the pre-
vious year and plaintiffs are
only required to pay the in-
crease of 8% and not other-
wise.”

Italsorestrainedtheschool
fromcharging fee beyond that
level or refusing admission on
thatground.

CourtdeclaresMountCarmel2017-18tuition
feehike ‘illegal’, capsannual increaseat8%

Therulesof
CBSEwerestill

applicable,which
clearlyshowsthat
theschool is runas
communityservice
andnotabusiness,
whichmeans that
feecannotbe
increasedrandomly
bytheschool
authorities”
CourtofAdditioNAlCivil
JudgE (SENiordiviSioN)
SAChiNYAdAv
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TheCyberCrimePolice Sta-
tion, Chandigarh, has arrested
twopersonsfortheirallegedin-
volvement in facilitatingmule
bank accounts that were pur-
portedlyusedtorouteproceeds
of cyber frauds reportedacross
multiplestates.

The accused have been
identifiedasSalmanAnsari(24),
a resident ofMullanpur inMo-
hali district, andbheemSaroj

(32),aresidentofChandigarh.
According topolice, the ac-

tion was taken following in-
formationreceivedfromtheIn-
dianCyberCrimeCoordination
Centre(I4C)undertheMinistry
ofhomeAffairs.Duringscrutiny
of bank accounts operating in
Chandigarh,investigatorsalleg-
edly found links to fraud com-
plaints registered on the Na-
tional Cyber Crimereporting
Portal from several states, in-
cludingDelhi,TamilNadu,Goa,
MaharashtraandGujarat.

2arrested for ‘supplying’
mulebankaccountsused
in cyber fraudnetwork

Chandigarh


