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UNioNhoMeMinister Amit
Shah onWednesday directed
theauthoritiestostrictlyenforce
a zero-tolerancepolicy against
illegal structureswithin 15kilo-
metres of the international
borderanddemolishthem,offi-
cialssaid.

Shah issued the directions
while chairing a high-level se-
curityreviewmeetinginbikaner
to comprehensively assess se-
curity-relatedissuesconcerning
the border districts along the
indo-Pakistanborder(iPb).

itwasattendedbyRajasthan

CMbhajanLal Sharma, senior
state governmentofficials, and
districtMagistrates andSuper-
intendents of Police of five
border districts – bikaner, Jai-

salmer,barmer,Sriganganagar,
andPhalodi.itwasalsodecided
toformulatea360-degreesecur-
ity framework for everyborder
districtwith the idea thatan in-

tegratedapproach“willactively
involve local citizens, the state
governmentmachinery,andall
concerned security agencies to
ensure comprehensive and ro-
bustbordermanagement.”

Shahalsoemphasisedaco-
ordinatedbordermanagement
strategy involving the border
Security force (bSf), Central
board of direct taxes (Cbdt),
Narcotics Control bureau
(NCb), and the state govern-
ment to effectively address in-
filtration,narcoticssmuggling,
encroachment, terror financ-
ing, and other trans-border
crimes.

hedirecteddistrictMagis-

trates to assume enhanced re-
sponsibilities, includingensur-
ingfull legalandfinancialcom-
pliance by all banks, verifying
majorbusinessestablishments,
scrutinising their funding
sources,trackingmuleaccounts
and shell companies, identify-
ingfakeAadhaarcards,andpre-
ventingsmuggling.

theinstructionscameaday
after Shah said inbikaner that
anti-drone systemswill be de-
ployed along the international
borderinthenextsixmonths,in
viewofcross-bordersmuggling,
underlining the need to view
bSf’s traditional role “from a
newdimension.”

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahandRajasthanCMBhajanLal
Sharmaduringa reviewmeetonborder security inBikaner. ptI

Demolishall illegal structures
within15kmof IB, saysShah

Brigade Eid
PreparationsunderwayatBrigadeParadeGround inKolkata forEidal-AdhanamazonWednesday.With
theBJPgovernment inWestBengalbanningnamazonroads,membersofCalcuttaKhilafatCommittee
(CKC)hasmadearrangements forpeople tooffernamaz theBrigadeGround for the first time. parthapaul

After Mira Road, Bakrid goat
disputes spill across Mumbai
ManishKumarPathak
Mumbai,May27

AdAyafter clashes erupted in
Mira Road over goats being
housedinsidearesidentialcom-
plexaheadofbakrid,thecontro-
versyspreadacrossMumbaion
Wednesday, with residents in
ghatkopar and goregaon
launching similar protests
against keeping andproposed
slaughter of sacrificial animals
insidehousingsocieties.

even as police filed fiRs
against right-wing activists ac-
cusedoffuellingtensionsinMira
Road,civicauthoritiesandpolice
were forced to step inat several
societies to revokepermissions
forQurbani, removegoats and
prevent fresh communal flare-
upsaheadofeid-ul-Adha.

theMiraRoadincidenttook
place atPoonamestateCluster
1,whereprotests by right-wing
groupsoutsidethesocietyesca-
lated to clashes between
members of two communities
late tuesday. Police registered
three separate fiRs naming
members of right-wing groups
for allegedlyattempting topro-
voke communal tension by
bringingapignearthepremises
in response to goats being
housedinsidethecomplex.

in the firstfiR, fourpersons
identified asdurgesh Jaiswal,
harsh Singh,Mohit Chaurasia
andanotherunidentified indi-
vidualwerebookedunderprovi-
sionsrelatedtoassaultonpublic
servantsandpromotingenmity
betweencommunities.“thein-
tentionbehindbringingthepig
appearedtobetocreateenmity
between the twocommunities,
and legal actionwill be taken
soon,”apoliceofficersaid.

Another fiRwas registered
against 40 to 50persons for al-
legedly violating prohibitory
orders under theMaharashtra

PoliceActduringtheprotests.
Athirdcasestemmedfroma

complaint by local shopkeeper
SohailKhan,whoallegedthata
group of protesters assaulted
him and stopped him from
opening his shop inside the
complex. Police said no arrest
wasmadebut securitywas in-
creased in the area to prevent
any flare-up. “Residents of the
building are cooperatingwith
thepolice,”saidKashimirasen-
iorinspectorRajendraKamble.

despite the fiRs, the pro-
tests quickly found resonance
across Mumbai, where resi-
dents raised similar objections
to goats being kept or slaugh-
tered insidehousingsocieties.

Aconfrontationunfoldedat
Satellite gardens Phase 2 in
goregaon’s gokuldham area,
where thebrihanmumbaiMu-
nicipal Corporation (bMC) re-
voked earlier permission
granted for Qurbani after ten-
sions surfaced between
members of two communities
withinthesociety.Muslimresi-
dentsmaintainedtheyhadob-
tainedbMCpermissionandar-
gued that the practice had
existedinthesociety foryears.

“thepermissiontocarryout

slaughtering of animals has
been revoked,”dindoshipolice
station senior Pi Mahendra
Shindesaid.

Muslim residents claimed
the bMC had been granting
permission for slaughter for
years, except in 2025 when it
was cancelled. others, how-
ever, opposed themove citing
sanitation and public health
concerns,andsaidanimalsac-
rifice should only be con-
ductedatdesignatedslaughter
facilities.

bJP corporator Priti Satam
backing residentsopposing the
move, said, “Wewill not allow
sacrificestotakeplaceopenlyin-
sidethepremises.

in ghatkopar’s Sagar Park
Society in Amrut Nagar, ten-
sions escalated after the ma-
naging committee allegedly
granted permission to keep
goats and conduct slaughter-
ing within the society prem-
ises.Severalresidentsobjected
and approached both police
and the bMC, demanding re-
moval of the animals. follow-
ing complaints, civic officials
reached thespot, removed the
goatsandrevokedthesociety’s
permission.

TensioneruptedatSagarParkhousingcomplex inGhatkopar after
themanagingcommittee ‘grantedpermission’ to keepaswell as
slaughtergoatson thepremises, onWednesday. sankhadEEpBanErjEE
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RightbefoRebakrid,theVa-
ranasiMunicipal Corporation
hasshutdownthedecades-old
beniabaghgoatmarket, citing
complaints of overcrowding
andpoor sanitation.themove
sparked protests by traders,
who accused officials of acting
withoutpriornoticeduringthe
peakfestivetradingseason.

Popularly knownas ‘bakra
Market’,itisoneofeasternUttar
Pradesh’s largest and best-
known seasonal livestock ba-
zaars thathasbeenfunctioning
fornearlyfourdecades.Situated
aboutakilometrefromtheKashi
Vishwanathtemple, it usually
operatesfornearlyaweekahead
of the festival, drawing traders
from districts, including go-
rakhpur, ghazipur,Mau, and
Jaunpur. Civic authorities said
permissionwasgranted for the
market tooperate,butwas later
revoked. “theMunicipal Cor-
porationrevokedpermissionfor
thebeniabaghmarketafter re-
ceiving complaints related to
sanitationandhygiene,”saidVa-
ranasiMunicipalCommissioner
himanshuNagpal. he added
thattheactionwastakenafterof-
ficials conductedan inspection
inresponsetothecomplaints.

Authoritiessealedtheprem-
ises, a 6,000 square feet area,
four days after the sale started
and indicated that themarket

will be closed permanently.
traders, however, said they re-
ceivednopriornoticeaboutthe
closureandallegedthatofficials
arrived at the site and ordered
them to vacate the premises
within just30minutes.

PRo,SmartCity (Varanasi),
ShakambhariNandanSontha-
lia, denied the charge and said
permissionwasrevokedfriday
and a direction was issued to
traders tovacate themarket—
whichhadbeenoperatingfrom
a section of a public park in
benia bagh area — in three
days. When shopkeepers and
livestocktradersdidnotvacate
themarket,officialssaidteams
from the administration and
policeclearedtheareaMonday,
resorting tostrictenforcement
measurestoshutthesitedown.

the operation triggered

angerandpanicamongtraders,
many of whom were present
whenofficialsarrivedtoenforce
theclosure.tradersarealsoun-
certain aboutwhere theywill
nowbuyandselllivestockaday
beforeeid.Manysaidtheabrupt
actionthreatenedtocauseheavy
financial losses, particularly for
small traderswhohadtravelled
fromdifferentdistrictswithani-
malspurchasedoncredit.

“We borrowed money by
mortgaging valuables and tak-
ing loans frommoneylenders
at high interest,” a trader said.
“ifweareunabletosellourani-
mals and recover themoney,
howwill we repay our debts?”
Another saidhehadnooption
buttotakehisgoatsbackhome,
claiming that no othermarket
in Varanasi would allow them
tosell livestockaheadofeid.

Varanasi’s decades-old goat
market sealed before Bakrid

Thesealedgoatmarket that hadbeenoperating fromasectionof a
publicpark inBeniaBagharea, inVaranasi onWednesday. ExprEss
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