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New Delhi, June 2
The Maharashtra Govern-
ment on Tuesday sanctioned
a massive Rs 36,585-crore
crop loan waiver scheme,
which is expected to directly
benefit 56 lakh farmers. The
scheme will waive outstand-
ing loans up to Rs 2 lakh and
offer a Rs 50,000 incentive to
farmers who have regularly
repaid their dues, it said.

“We have decided to waive
farm loans up to Rs 2 lakh. We
have also decided to give Rs 50
lakh (as an incentive) to those

who pay loans regularly,” said
CM Devendra Fadnavis.

He said the farm loan waiver
scheme fulfils a promise made
by the Mahayuti parties ahead
of the 2024 Assembly polls.

Fadnavis said the committee
formed to study the loan waiv-
er has started gathering infor-
mation on the number of farm-
ers requiring the credit relief.
As per the information gath-
ered from banks so far, the pan-
el has received details of 28-30
lakh farmers. It will still take 15-
25 days to compile the entire
data, the CM stated.

“This will not be a restrictive

loan waiver. There are 20 lakh
accounts linked to farmers that
have repaid loans regularly and
are eligible for the Rs 50,000
incentive,” he added.

A committee headed by
Praveen Pardesi, CEO, Maha-
rashtra Institution for Transfor-
mation (MITRA), was tasked
with determining the final
number of beneficiaries and
the total financial burden on
the state. Fadnavis had ordered
the administration to credit the
loan waiver amount by June 20.
While the state Cabinet has
now approved the proposal, its
formal announcement has

been put on hold because of the
Maharashtra Legislative Coun-
cil election code of conduct.

According to the Cabinet,
there are 65 lakh bank
accounts belonging to farm-
ers who have availed crop
loans amounting to Rs 36,585
crore. Of these, 56 lakh farm-
ers are eligible under the
loan waiver scheme. This
decision covers arrears up to
September 30, 2025.

Ajit Nawale, secretary of the
All-India Kisan Sabha, wel-
comed the Cabinet’s decision
and said the focus should now
be on implementation. 

Maha approves ~36,585-cr crop
loan waiver, to benefit 56L farmers  
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New Delhi, June 2
The full rendition of Vande
Mataram has turned out to be
the latest flashpoint between
the Congress and the BJP in
Kerala, with Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor labelling the
practice as “unnecessary and
burdensome” for audiences.

The Congress leader ques-
tioned the necessity of play-
ing all five verses of Vande
Mataram at the beginning
and end of official events.

Speaking to reporters in
Thiruvananthapuram, he said
everyone respects Vande
Mataram, but making the full
version mandatory at every
function was difficult to justify.

“Vande Mataram is the
national song and we stand up
in respect when it is sung. The

first verse, or the first couple of
verses, is something most peo-
ple know by heart,” he said.

Tharoor noted that tradi-
tionally the song was sung
once at the start of an event,
while the national anthem
was played separately, often
at the end. “Now they want all
five verses to be sung at the
beginning of every event and
again at the end. I think that
is an unnecessary imposi-
tion,” the Congress Working
Committee member said.

The MP said the Kerala Gov-
ernment had maintained that
singing the full version was
optional, while Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
appeared to hold a different
view. “It may ultimately have to
be adjudicated because there is
no law passed by Parliament
requiring this,” he said.

Full rendition of Vande
Mataram at events
unnecessary: Tharoor  

Twisha case: Spouse,
mother-in-law in
custody till June 16
Bhopal, June 2
The courtroom of Judicial Mag-
istrate First Class turned into a
high-stakes drama on Tuesday
as a former district judge, now
accused of driving her model
daughter-in-law, Twisha Shar-
ma, to suicide, made an appeal
for her safety before being
remanded to 14 days of judicial
custody with her son.

The CBI produced retired
judge Giribala Singh and her
son, Samarth Singh, in court fol-
lowing completion of their inter-
rogation remand. The CBI said
a substantial part of its probe is
still pending, necessitating that
the duo be sent to judicial cus-
tody until June 16. — PTI
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