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giant-Killer suVenDu
adhikari,whospearheadedthe
BJP’sgroundoffensiveinWest
Bengal thatbreached thetMc
citadel to endMamata Baner-
jee’s 15-year rule, has emerged
as the frontrunner for the post
ofchiefMinister.

Hailing theparty’s election
victoryas “a triumph for every
patriotic nationalist and every
BJPworker,”adhikari,whode-
featedBanerjee inBhabanipur
andalsowonfromnandigram,
said tuesday that the BJPwas
committed to “a developed,
prosperous and secure West
Bengal”.

His remarks came on the
daypost-poll violence erupted
in different parts of the state
andfourpersons–twoworkers
eachofthetMcandBJP–were
killed inseparate incidents.

Meanwhile,BJPsourcessaid
union Home Minister amit
shah,whohasbeennamedthe
party’s central observer for the
electionoftheleaderofthelegis-
latureparty, is likelytoleavefor
Kolkatathursday.odishachief
MinisterMohancharanMajhi
will be the co-observer for the
election.

innewDelhi, BJP national
presidentnitinnabin chaired
ameetingofgeneralsecretaries

at the party headquarters in
which preparations for the
swearing-in ceremonies were
discussed.
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ravikBhattacharya
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untilamonthago,allMotab
shaikh hoped forwas tomake
it to theWest Bengal electoral
roll.now,the58-year-oldisone
of only two candidates of the
congress to have
won in the state,
keeping alive hopes
of the party, after it
hadscoredaduck in
2021.

Hisnamedeletedasavoter
after adjudication, following
the special intensive revision

(sir) exercise, shaikh had ap-
proachedthesupremecourtto
urge the tribunals to hear his
case on priority. on april 5, a
daytogofortheendofdeadline
tofilenominationsforthefirst-
phase seats, the apex court
ruled inshaikh’s favour.

on april 6,
shaikh filed his
papers from the Fa-
rakkaassemblyseat.
on Monday, he got

63,050 votes towin the consti-
tuency by a margin of more
than 8,000. it was his first as-
sembly election; with the last

pollsthatthecontractorbypro-
fession fought being for pan-
chayats. His son nowhandles
the familybusiness.

the trinamool congress,
which held the Farakka seat,
wasrelegatedto the thirdposi-
tion,withtheBJPfinishingsec-
ond.

incredulous at the reversal
inhisfortunes,shaikhtoldThe
IndianExpressoverthephone:
“iamoneoftheluckiestpeople
in theworld. ihad lost allhope
whenifoundmynamedeleted
fromtheelectorallistfollowing
thesir.ithoughtiwouldnever

even be able to vote… But the
peoplevotedforme…itisavic-
toryof thepeople.”

oftheroughly27.1lakhdele-
tionsafteradjudicationinBen-
gal,38,222wereinFarakka.the
Murshidabad district, where
Farakka falls, saw the highest
number of deletions in the
state, atover 11 lakh.

the other assembly seat
wonbythecongressinBengal,
raninagar,alsofallsinMurshi-
dabaddistrict.Julfikaraliwon
fromhere by amargin of 2,701
votes, winning 79,423 votes,
againstsittingMlaabdulsou-

mikHossainof thetMc.
shaikh points out that he

only got 14 days to campaign
becauseofthelonguncertainty
over whether he would be in-
cluded as a voter and be
allowed to contest. “First the
congress took time to nomi-
nateme, and then i found that
mynamewasdeletedfromthe
electoralroll. icouldcampaign
only in half of my assembly
constituency,” shaikh says.
Hadhegotmoretime,headds,
“mymargin would have been
more”.

the congress, which had

won Farakka in 2016, says
shaikh’s victory was proof of
“the lack of a level-playing
field” due to the ec. “creating
a foolproof electoral roll is the
dutyofthepollpanel.Here,the
ecwasforcedtoallowMotabto
file his nomination after a su-
preme court order…His vic-
toryshowspeople’s faithinthe
party,” says congress spokes-
personsoumyaaichroy.

shaikh,who says he has al-
ways beenwith the congress,
likehis father andgrandfather
beforehim,says:“theFarakka
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shah tO Be OBserVerat meetinGOF mLastO eLeCt Leader

Twoworkerseach fromTMC,BJP
killed inpost-poll violence instate

ravikBhattacharya
&atrimitra
Kolkata,May5

aDaY after the BJP swept the
West Bengal assembly elec-
tions, trinamool congress
(tMc) chairperson Mamata
Banerjee tuesday ruled out
stepping down as chief Min-
ister, alleging that the results
were “not a people'smandate
but a conspiracy”. Banerjee
vowed to take the battle to the
streets and strengthen theop-

position inDiabloc.
“We have not been de-

feated, i have not been de-
feated,iwillnotresign.thereis
no question ofmygoing toraj
Bhavan.inthiselection,theBJP
and the election commission
haveplayedadirtygame.they
forcefully grabbed (votes),” the
tMcchief,wholosttoBJP’ssu-
venduadhikariby15,105votes,
said at a press conference in
Kolkata, with her nephew and
Diamond Harbour MP
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Notdefeated,won’t resign…Will
strengthen INDIAbloc:Mamata

arunJanardhanan
Chennai,May5

aDaYaftertheelectionresults,
which saw Vijay’s tamilaga
VettriKazhagam(tVK)emerge
asthesinglelargestpartyinthe
tamilnaduassembly,thestate
is preparing for something it
hasnotwitnessedindecades—
acoalitiongovernment.

leadersfromboththecon-
gress and theaiaDMKsaidon
tuesdaythatVijayreachedout
to their parties for support in
formingagovernment.

Making its assembly elec-
tion debut, the tamil film
superstar’stVKwon108seats,
leaving a significant gap to the
rulingDMK,whichcameinsec-

ond with 59 seats. However,
withthetVKfallingshortofthe
majoritymarkof118inthe234-
member assembly, attention
hasshiftedswiftlyfromcelebra-
tiontocoalition-building.

By tuesday morning, as
Vijayvisitedhispartyofficeand
convened a meeting with
newly electedMlas, plans for
a coalitionwere already set in
motion.

sources indicated that
under one proposed arrange-
ment,thetVK-ledgovernment

»COntinUedOnPaGe2

For amajority,Vijay starts talks
withbothCongress,AIADMK

deeptimantiwary
NewDelhi,May5

FroMrs2,500everymonthto
womenheadsofhouseholdsto
six free lPg cylinders per
householdeveryyear,agrantof
rs4,000permonthfor10 lakh
unemployed graduates
—andmuchmore.

as film star-politi-
cian Vijay's tVK pre-
pares to rule tamil
nadu following its in-
credible election victory, the
focus is now on the expansive
promiseslistedinitsmanifesto,
which builds upon, and even
exceeds, commitmentsmade
bypreviousstategovernments
(seechartonpage2).

given the tVK'smanifesto
andofficial state data, the new
government'sprojectedannual
expenditure onwelfare spend-
ingalonewouldbeclosetors1
lakhcrore—anincreaseofover
52% from the rs 65,000 crore

spentbythepreviousDMKgov-
ernment onwelfare schemes
andsubsidies in2025-26.

to put these numbers in
perspective, tVK's projected
welfareexpenditureequalsap-
proximatelyone-thirdoftamil
nadu'stotalrevenuereceiptsof

rs3.31 lakhcrore,asper
the2025-26statebudget.

that couldput a sig-
nificant burden on the
budget,squeezingspace
for capital expenditure

in a state that already carries a
debtof26%ofgsDP.iffinanced
entirely throughhigherexpen-
diture without new revenues,
thiscouldpushthefiscaldeficit
fromthebudgeted3%ofgsDP
in2025-26toabout3.5-4.0%.

thisdoesnotcountthepro-
jected spending on a cooper-
ative farm loan waiver and
legally guaranteedMsP pro-
curement of paddy and sugar-
cane that have been promised
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Tmc leadermamatabanerjee in
kolkataonTuesday. PArTHAPAuL

bJp leadersuvenduadhikari distributes sweets at thepartyoffice inkolkataonTuesday. PArTHAPAuL

deCisiOn2026

sweetyKumari
Kolkata,May5

two alleged BJPworkerswere
killedinnewtowninnorth24
Parganasandudaynarayanpur
inHowrah, while the tMc al-
leged that two of its party
memberswerealsokilledinBe-
leghata inKolkata andnanoor
inBirbhumdistrictaspost-poll
violence flaredup in thestate.

aman identified as a tMc
workerwasfounddeadinBirb-
hum district’s nanoor, with
partysupportersalleginghewas
hackedtodeathbyBJPworkers.
in a separate incident, the BJP
alleged one of its workers was
killedbymiscreantsassociated
withthetMc,whilehewascel-
ebratingtheparty’spollvictory
inHowrah’s udaynarayanpur
ontuesday.

the familymembers of the
tMcworker, identifiedasabir
sheikh,allegedhewasattacked
byBJPmiscreantswhilehewas
on his way back to his house.
upon receiving the informa-
tion, a large contingent from
the nanur Police station ar-
rived at the location and cor-
donedoff thearea.

thefamilymembersofBJP
workerJadhavBorallegedthat
while he was returning home
after poll victory celebrations
on Monday, he was dragged
awayby a group of individuals
and attacked with sharp
weapons, police said, adding
onepersonhasbeenarrestedin
connectionwith the incident.

in two other separate inci-
dents, atMcworker identified
as Biswajit Pattnaikwas killed,
whileinnewtown,BJPworker
MadhuMondal was allegedly
killedbytMcworkersfollowing
an argument, as a victory pro-
cession of theBJPwas passing
byinBhalliguriarea,policesaid.

the tMcMla-elect from
nanoor,BidhanMajhi,claimed
that sheikh was an active
member of the party andwas
killedbyBJPgoons inthearea.

However, BJP leader shya-
mapadaMondal said none of
their party members was in-
volved in theattackandpolice
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Fourkilledas
post-poll
violenceflares
upinBengal

FreeLPG togrants for
jobless,TVK’spoll
sops could see 52%
spike inwelfarebill
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DeletedbySIR, electedbypeople:MotabShaikh is the ‘luckiestperson’

aanchalmagazine
NewDelhi,May5

tHeunioncabinet ontues-
day approved a credit support
schemetomeettheneedsofin-
dustries in distress due to the
Westasiaconflict,targettingan
additionalcreditflowofrs2.55
lakh crore, including rs 5,000
crore forairlines.

Modelled on similar life-
linesfordistressedsectorsdur-
ing covid, the government's
new emergency credit line
guaranteescheme5.0(eclgs
5.0) has an estimated outlay of
rs18,000crore.

according to an official re-
lease, additional credit will be
available toMsMes and non-
MsMes,excludingaviation,up
to20%ofpeakworkingcapital
utilised during Q4 FY26,
cappedatrs100crore.Forair-
lines, the credit will be up to
100%,cappedatrs1,500crore

perborrower,subjecttocertain
specificconditions, it said.

guarantee fees will be
waived under the scheme. For
MsMes and non-MsMes, ex-
cept aviation, the loan tenure
would be five years from the
date of first disbursement, in-
cluding amoratorium of one
year. For airlines, the loan ten-
urewouldbesevenyears from
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UnionCabinet clears
Rs2.55 lakh-cr lifeline
forMSMEs, airlines
hit byWestAsiawar

Credit Line GUarantee sCheme

lBencHstrengtH
oFsctoriseto38
lTheCabinet cleared aproposal
for introducingTheSupreme
Court (Number of Judges)
AmendmentBill, 2026, in Parlia-
ment to increase the court's
strength from theexisting34
Judges to38, including theChief
Justice of India.
RePoRt,PAge6

ananthakrishnanG
NewDelhi,May5

Hearingconstitutional
questions arising out of peti-
tions seeking a review of its
2018 judgement on the sabari-
malaissue,anine-judgebench
of thesupremecourttuesday
questionedthelocusandintent
of the original petitioner, with
chief Justice of india surya
KantsayingthatthePilshould
have been “thrownoutright in
thedustbin”.

on september 28, 2018, a
five-judge bench of the su-
preme court, in a 4-1 verdict,

ruled that the practice of ban-
ning women ofmenstruating
age from entering the sabari-
mala temple inKeralawasun-
constitutional.thatbenchwas
headedbythenchiefJusticeof
indiaDipakMisra.

on tuesday, while ques-
tioningadvocate ravi gupta’s
submission that the then cJi
hadprovidedpolicesecurityto
him and naushad ali, presi-
dent of thengoindianYoung
lawyers association (iYla)
whichhadfiledthesabarimala
Pil in 2006, Justice BVnaga-
rathna said, “since you are re-
ferring to the learned former
chief Justice, with great re-
spect, rather than ensuring
therewas security provided to
the advocates, he could have
ensuredthattherewasnoneed
forasecuritythreatatallbynot
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CJI:OriginalPILon
Sabarimala shouldhave
been thrown industbin

TamilagaVettri kazhagam(TVk)chiefVijaypays tribute to theparty’s ideological leaders at theparty
headquarters inchennai onTuesday. PTI

UnionministerashwiniVaishnawatacabinetbriefingTuesday. PTI
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lVietnamesePresidentTo
Lam,who is on a three-day visit
to India, is scheduled tohold
wide-rangingdiscussionswith
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi.

l iPL2026:Hosts Sunrisers
Hyderabadand league leaders
PunjabKingswill faceoff in a
key encounter.
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VietnamPrezinIndia
PresidentofVietnamtolam lands innewDelhi ontuesday
afternoononhis first state visit to india.hewasaccordedawarm
welcomeand receivedbymosnityanandrai uponhis arrival at the
airport. ANI

BhupendraPandey
Lucknow,May5

AMONTHafter taking excep-
tiontotheUttarPradeshPolice
not inserting honorifics like
‘Hon'ble’ or ‘Mr’ before the
name of BJPMPAnurag Tha-
kur in an FIR, the division
benchofAllahabadHighCourt,
inanorder,has laiddownwho
gets tobeaddressedthisway.

“MinistersoftheCentraland
State Governments; Judges of
the Supreme Court and the
High Courts; the Speaker; the
ChairmanoftheLokSabhaand
the Rajya Sabha, respectively;
and likewise of theStateLegis-
lativeAssemblies;theMembers
of Parliament and the State
Legislative Assemblies are en-
titled to the use of this honor-
ific,” thedivisionbenchof Jus-
tices JJ Munir and Tarun
Saxenaobservedwhilehearing
the matter on April 30. The
orderwasuploadedonMay4.

Itobservedthattherecould
be other functionarieswho, as
perprotocol,areentitledtothe
usage. “Whosoever is entitled
to the use of this honorific has
tobeaddressed likewise.”

Thebenchfurtherobserved,
“Itistobenotedthatthehonor-
ific ‘Hon’ble’ is tobeappended
to the names of constitutional
functionarieswhoexercisesov-
ereign functions of any of the
three organs of the Govern-
ment...”Butitsaidnofunction-

ary,howeverhigh,whoisacivil
servantand“nottheholderofa
sovereignconstitutionaloffice,
isentitledtouse” it.

“Personal disgruntlement
or familiarity with a family,
who is entitled toanhonorific,
cannot permit the author of
anycommunication to refer to
a sovereign functionary of the
Government...without it. This
part of the matter stands
closed,”observedthecourt.

During the earlier hearing,
the court had directed theAd-
ditionalChiefSecretary,Home
Department, tofileanaffidavit
explaining the reason behind
policenotabidingbytheproto-
col inusinghonorifics.

The court took note of the
affidavit,whichstated that the
complaint — typed in Hindi
and on the basis of which the
FIRwas registered—was pro-
duced by the complainant,
KhajanSingh.

Whogets tobe
called ‘Hon’ble’ and
‘Mr’?Allahabad
HighCourt clarifies

BJPmPAnuragthakur

While BJP leaders fromWest
Bengal joined themeeting via
virtualmode,SunilBansal,BJP
national general secretary in-
charge ofWest Bengal, flew in
fromKolkata to participate in
thediscussions.

Partysourcesindicatedthat
the swearing-in ceremony
could beheld onMay9,which
coincides with Pochishe Boi-
shakh, thebirth anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore. The
venue is still to be finalised.
Sources said the date for the
swearing-inwas a suggestion
fromPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi after he addressed the
party’s victory rally in New
DelhiMonday.

Adhikari tops the list of
names being discussed for the
postofChiefMinister.Whilethe
party leadershiphas, in the re-
cent past, picked surprise
namesforthepostinstatessuch
asMadhyaPradesh,Rajasthan,
Odisha andDelhi, the case of

WestBengal,apartyleadersaid,
couldbedifferent.

“Adhikari has been the ag-
gressive face of theBJP for the
last few years. Our fight to re-
movetheTMCculturefromthe
state will continue. The party
needs a strong and combative
faceasaleaderconnectedtothe
ground. Adhikari knows the
TMCand its culture verywell,”
theleadersaid.

BJPchiefNabin,whovisited
theKali Bari temple inChittar-
anjan Park inNewDelhi, later
said, “The prayer is that Maa
Kali’sblessingsremainuponall
the citizens of the country and

thatwe continue tomove for-
wardsteadfastlywithcomplete
devotiontowardsthecreationof
aViksitBharat.”

InKolkata, Adhikari held a
series ofmeetings at the party
office in Salt Lake. Those pres-
ent there includedBansal and
BhupenderYadav.

It is learnt that at themeet-
ings, the leaders, includingAd-
hikari,SamikBhattacharyaand
DilipGhosh,discussedtheblue-
printforthetasksonhandonce
the BJP government takes
charge.Portfolioallocation,im-
plementation of schemes, in-
cluding Central schemes, also
figured in the discussions,
sources said. According to
sources, the new government
will work from the Writers’
Buildingsbutgiventherenova-
tion work, seating arrange-
ments will be worked out.
Sources said a plan has been
sought from thePWDandalso
frompoliceregardingsecurity.

the date of first disbursement,
includingamoratoriumof two
years. The rate of interest by
bankswill becappedat9%and
bynon-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs) at 13%or0.75%
abovebenchmark rate,which-
ever is lower, UnionMinister
AshwiniVaishnawsaid.

Taking toX, PrimeMinister
NarendraModi saidECLGS5.0
“reflects our commitment to
supporting India’s businesses,
especially theMSMEsector in
challengingglobaltimes”.

“By enabling additional
credit flowwith strongguaran-
tee coverage, this initiativewill
helpawiderangeofsectors.Our
focus remains on empowering
enterprises, sustaining growth
momentumand safeguarding
livelihoods,”Modiposted.

AccordingtoVaishnaw,“The
schemehas been approved to
tackle the stress being facedby
MSMEsand theaviation sector
as a result of the ongoingWest
Asiaconflict.Thecreditguaran-
teeschemewasestablisheddur-
ingCovidandthebenefitofthis

schemeisthatthereisnomoral
hazard. Only thosewho need
(credit) inreal, (they)utilisethis
scheme and there is very less
probability of it beingmisused.
Itisaverywellthoughtthrough
scheme.”

About1.1croreMSMEshave
benefitted so far fromexisting
credit guarantee schemes and
Rs 3.7 lakh crore has been ex-
tended under these schemes,
Vaishnawsaid.

ECLGS 5.0 aims to provide
credit guarantee coverage of
100% forMSMEs and 90% for
non-MSMEs,alongwiththeair-
line sector, toMemberLending
Institutions (MLIs) byNational
CreditGuaranteeTrusteeCom-
panyLimited (NCGTC) for the
amountindefaultunderthead-
ditional credit facility to theeli-
gibleborrowers to tideoverany
short-term liquidity mis-
matches,theofficialreleasesaid.

Borrowers eligible for the
schemewillincludeMSMEsand
non-MSMEswithexistingwork-
ingcapitallimitsandscheduled
passenger airlines having out-

standing credit facilities as of
March 31, 2026, provided their
accounts are standard, the re-
leasestated.

The maximum period of
guaranteecover shall beco-ter-
minuswiththetenoroftheloan,
itsaid.Theschemewillapplyto
all loans sanctionedduring the
period fromthedateof issueof
theseguidelinesbyNCGTCupto
March31,2027.

The schemeaims to enable
businessestotideoverthechal-
lengesarisingfromtheWestAsia
conflict, thereleasesaid.

“Additionally, this is ex-
pectedtohelpbusinessesmain-
tain their operations, protect
jobs,andsustainsupplychains.
Theproposed credit guarantee
scheme is amajor step to help
businesses,particularlyMSMEs
andairlinesector,toensuretheir
additional working capital
needs are cateredby theBanks
&FIs (financial institutions),” it
said.

"Byproviding timely liquid-
ity, the schemewill sustain the
businesses and prevent job
losses.Itwillalsopromoteunin-
terrupteddomesticproduction
andmaintain the resilience of
theecosystem,"thereleasesaid.

could include asmany as two
CabinetberthsfortheCongress,
which won five seats, if the
partiesdecideonatie-up.Thear-
rangementwouldrequireother
smallerparties’support,too,for
the block to have amajority in
theAssembly. Later in theday,
sources said the “hesitation”of
severalofthesmallerpartieshas
ledTVKtoconsideranarrange-
mentwith theAIADMK,which
has47seats.

OnTuesday evening, AICC
generalsecretary(organisation)
KCVenugopalsaidthatthestate
Congressunithasbeendirected
totakeafinaldecisiononVijay’s
requestforsupport.

“ThepresidentofTVK,Thiru
Vijay, has requested the Indian
NationalCongressforsupportto
form a government in Tamil
Nadu… INC is clear that the
mandateinTamilNaduwasfor
a secular government com-
mittedtoprotectingtheConsti-
tutioninletterandspirit. INCis
determinednottohavetheBJP
and its proxies run the govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu in any
manner,”Venugopalsaidaftera
meeting chaired by Congress
presidentMallikarjunKharge
andattendedbyLeader ofOp-
position in Lok Sabha Rahul
GandhiaswellasAICCincharge
of TamilNaduGirishChodan-
kar.

“Thiru Vijay has spoken
aboutdrawinginspirationfrom
Perunthalaivar Kamaraj also.

Accordingly, the Congress
leadership has directed the
TNCCtotakeafinaldecisionon
ThiruVijay’srequest,keepingin
viewthesentimentsofthestate
reflectedintheelectoralverdict,”
Venugopalsaid.

Late atnight, the stateCon-
gress’sPoliticalAffairsCommit-
tee unanimously decided to
supportVijay,sourcessaid.

At the same time, lottery
baron SantiagoMartin’s wife,
Leema Rose Martin, an
AIADMK MLA who recently
joinedtheparty,saiddiscussions
wereinprogressbetweenVijay’s
campandEdappadiKPalanis-
wami, the general secretary of
AIADMK.

“Talks are happening. We
hope it leads toa stablegovern-
ment,”shesaid,addingthather
partyremainedopentooptions
asthenumberssettle.

Topsourceswithin theTVK
confirmedthatexploratorycon-
versationshadbegun,withAad-
havArjuna,akeyfigureinVijay’s
inner circle, playing a central
roleininitiatingcontact.Arjuna,
whohas emergedas oneof the
party’smost visible coordina-
tors,isalsoLeemaRoseMartin’s
son-in-law, adding a layer of
familiarity to theotherwise for-
malengagement.

“Congresshas reactedposi-
tively, but CPI, CPM,VCKand
IUMLhave been uncertain so
far,”aseniorTVKleadersaid.

Accordingtosources,TVKis

expected to allocate four to six
ministerialpositionstopartners,
both to securenumbers and to
compensate for its ownrelative
inexperience in governance.
ApartfromformerAIADMKvet-
eranKSengottaiyan,mostofVi-
jay’s winning candidates are
first-timelegislators.

That lack of administrative
depth is already shaping early
decisions. Senior bureaucratic
andpolitical circles are closely
watching reports that former
IAS officerU Sagayam,widely
known for his anti-corruption
stance,maybeconsidered fora
legislativerole,possiblythrough
aby-electioninTiruchiEast,one
of the two constituenciesVijay
haswonandmayvacate.

The immediate procedural
stepsareunderway.TVKMLAs
are expected to formally elect
Vijay as their legislature party
leadersoon,afterwhichtheGov-
ernorwillinvitehimtoformthe
governmentoncemajoritysup-
portisdemonstrated.According
topartysources,Vijayislikelyto
seek up to aweek to prove his
numbers on the floor of the
Houseevenashetakeschargeof
the government by theweek-
end.

Meanwhile,bothPrimeMin-
isterNarendraModi andRahul
GandhihavecongratulatedTVK
onitsvictory.Vijaythankedboth
ofthem.

(WithinPutsfrom
Ens,nEWDElhi)

AbhishekBanerjeebyher side.
Her remarks cameonaday the
ECsentanotificationtotheGov-
ernor constituting thenewAs-
semblyinWestBengal.

“Why should I resign? We
havenot lost. Votes have been
looted.Wheredoesthequestion
of resignation arise?” theTMC
chiefasked.“Wewerenotfight-
ingtheBJP;wewerefightingthe
Election Commission which
wasworking for theBJP. I have
never seen such an election in
my entire political career. A
blackchapterinhistoryhasbeen
created. The Chief Election
Commissionerhasbecome the
villain,"Banerjeesaid.

Banerjee alleged that TMC
candidates, includingher,were
roughed up inside counting
centres. “Iwas assaulted inside
thecountingcentre.Theyhitme
inmy belly and onmyback. I
was not allowed to enter. My

agent was also not allowed to
enter. If such atrocities hap-
penedagainstme,imaginewhat
happened with other candi-
dates,”shesaid.

She said thepartywasplan-
ningactionagainst theBJPand
theEC,reiteratingherallegation
that nearly 100 seats were
"looted", CCTVswere switched
off at her counting centre, and
theprocesswasslowedtobreak
herparty'smorale.“Wehavean
actionplanwhich is beingpre-
pared. Butwe can’t share that
withyounow,”shesaid.

In response, the stateChief
ElectoralOfficer(CEO)released
anexcerptfromthereportofthe
District ElectionOfficer (DEO)
dismissingtheallegations.“The
CCTVwas never switched off
andany incidentof alleged jos-
tlingwiththecandidateofAITC
andHon’bleCMisbaselessand
a figment of imagination. The

counting process was halted
brieflysincesheinsistedonstop-
ping it, however, itwas later on
startedwithanintimationtoher
undertheguidelines.”

Banerjee thanked INDIA
blocleadersforstandingbyher.
“Thankful to all INDIA bloc
leaders—SoniaGandhi,Rahul
Gandhi, Akhilesh (Yadav),He-
mantSoren,UddhavThackeray,
Tejahswi (Yadav)—whocalled
me. Akhileshwanted to come
today.ButAkhileshwillcometo
meetmetomorrow,”shesaid.

TheTMCchief alleged that
BJP workers had ransacked
partyofficesandattackedparty
workers after the results. “We
havedecidedtoformafact-find-
ing committee of 10members
thatwillbevisitingtheviolence-
hit areas. The committeewill
havefiveMPstoo,”shesaid.“As
longasIwasinthechair, I toler-
atedmany things.Now, I ama
free bird, anordinaryperson. I
amastreetfighter. Iwill remain
onthestreetsandfightallatroc-
ities,"shesaid.

seat used to be a Congress
strongholdliketherestofMur-
shidabad.ThentheTMCcame.
But this time people have re-
jected theTMC.”

Shaikh says the anger
against the ruling party had
been growing due to itsMLAs
not working for the people.
“Peoplehavealsorejectedthem
for their corruption. I amwith
thepeopleandthatiswhythey
blessedme.”

On whether he expects
problems with a BJP govern-
ment at the helm in the state,
and the Congress having only
two MLAs in the Assembly,
Shaikhsays:“Idonotbelievein
unnecessary confrontation.
Though the BJP has come to
power, I will get work done for
my constituencywith the new
government’s cooperation.”

Amongtheissuestopofthe
agendaforShaikh,aresidentof
Doipur village, is drinking
water shortage, and the SIR,
whichhas left “the futureof 27
lakh people uncertain”. “I will

raise the plight of lakhs of
people in theAssembly.”

InhisappealtotheSupreme
Court, Shaikh said hewas de-
leted as a voter due to a mis-
match in his name’s spelling
betweenthe2002electoral roll
(a benchmark for the EC) and
hispresentdocuments.Hewas
calledforahearingonJanuary
29, his name was sent for ad-
judication,and later,deleted.

Shaikh,whohas a passport
and other documents, says he
hadsubmittedthesameduring
thehearing.“Butstillmyname
was deleted. Then, after my
party nominated me, I ap-
proachedtheSupremeCourt.”

After the Court asked that
hiscasebeconsideredonprior-
ity,thetribunalhearingitruled
in Shaikh’s favour, saying that
Aadhaar card was “one of the
documentsenumeratedforthe
purpose of establishing the
identity of a person”. Accord-
ingly,thetribunalsaid,“adirec-
tionwas issued to theElection
Commission of India and its

authorities to accept Aadhaar
Card as a proof of identity for
the purpose of inclusionor ex-
clusionintherevisedvoterlist”.

Apart fromAadhaar,which
was “sufficient” to accept
Shaikh’s appeal, the tribunal
citedthefactthathehadapass-
port issued inNovember 2018
andadrivinglicencefrom2001
withhisnamespelledasMotab
Shaikh inboth.

Roy says Shaikh’s case
showed that “many genuine
electorsmayhavefailedtocast
their votes because of their
names being deleted”. “This is
unfortunate forademocracy.”

Only one of a handful of
peopletohaveescapedthatfate
due to last-minute relief from
theSupremeCourt–including
another Congress candidate,
AlamMottakin, who lost from
Ratua – Shaikh says: “I wish
that all the people whose
nameshavebeendeletedinFa-
rakka andat other places,who
are genuine, find their place
again in theelectoral list.”

inthemanifestoandforwhich
comparable state data is not
available.

Beyondthese,therearesev-
eralotherannouncementsthat
could push up the state's rev-
enuespending,suchasarisein
police salaries fromRs 18,500
per month to Rs 25,000, a Rs
1,000monthlyhardshipallow-
ance and permanent jobs for
temporary teachers, nurses
and staff who have completed
fiveyears inservice.

Allof thiscouldseverelyre-
strict the new government's
room for investments needed
tofulfill itsbiggestpromise: job
creation foryouth.

Moreso,becausetheTVK's
manifesto does not lay out an
elaborateroadmaptofindnew
avenues for revenue gener-
ation. It merely says: “By re-
ducing the growing debt
burden, increasing revenue
without imposing any addi-
tionaltaxonthepeople,ensur-
ing efficient and prudent ex-
penditure, and creating new
sources of income, Tamil
Naduwillbe transformedinto
a financially self-sufficient
state.”

Themanifesto also speaks
ofsettingupanAIMinistryand
an AI city to attract leading
companies from around the

world, but does not spell out
what investments it willmake
torealise this.

Building an AI ecosystem
could involve setting up data
centres, allocating adequate
power and offering tax incen-
tives.

What the manifesto does
make clear is thatTVKhasnot
attempted to disrupt Tamil
Nadu's established policy
framework. Instead, it leans
heavilyintoit--offeringexpan-
sive,targetedwelfareespecially
for women, while addressing
everymajor electoral consti-
tuency, fromyouth to farmers
tostateemployees.

TVKpoll sopsmaysee52%spike
lWhattheTVK’spollpromisesmaycost

Scheme Beneficiarybase
used Unitbenefit Annualcost

(Rscrore) Datasource

WomenDBT 1.57 crore Rs 2,500/month 47,100 Govt beneficiary data

Free LPG 1.85crore
households

"6 cylinders/year ~
Rs900each" 9,990 2011Census

Mother/guardian
school grant

56.25 lakh in
govt schools Rs 15,000/year 8,438 1.25 crore enrolment,

45% ingovt schools

Farmer income
support

79.4 lakh landholding
farmers Rs 15,000/year 11,910 AgricultureCensus

2015–16

Farm labourer
support

96 lakh farm
labourers Rs 10,000/year 9,600 2011Census aligned

labour forcedata

Fisher family
support 2.02 lakh families Rs 27,000/year 545 Marine Fisheries

Census 2016

Youth internship
stipend 5 lakh youthper year

Graduates: Rs 10,000/
month; ITI/diploma:
Rs8,000/month

5,400 TVKmanifesto

Health insurance
top-up 1.5 crore families Total premiumdoubled

fromRs849 toRs 1,698 1,274
CMCHISdata; assuming
premiumonly doubles at
Rs 25 lakh cover

Unemployment
grant 10 lakh Rs4,000/month 4,800 Govt survey, PLFSdata

TVK’s totalwelfarebill

₹99,057cr

₹65,167cr:
DMKwelfare +
subsidybaseline
(Budget 2025–26)

₹3,31,569cr:
TamilNadu
revenue receipts
(Budget 2025–26)

29.8%
TVK total as%of
revenue receipts

19.7%
DMKbaseline as%
of revenue receipts

TVKkeepsalloptionsopen

Suvendufrontrunner forBengal
CM,swearing-in likelyonMay9

Won’t resign:Mamata

Rs2.55 lakh-cr lifeline

DeletedbySIR,electedbypeople
entertaining thispetition.With
greatrespect,wearesayingthis.”

While CJI Surya Kant said
the PIL ought to have been
“thrown outright in the dust-
bin”, JusticeMMSundreshde-
scribedthefilingofthepetition
as “a clear abuse of theprocess
of law”.

The benchmade these re-
marksastheyquestionedGupta,
representingtheIYLA,ontheor-
ganisation’s locus standi as the
PILpetitioner.

Guptasaidtherewereseveral
threats at that time tohimand
Ali thoughthelatterhardlyhad
anything todowith thematter.
“So farasNaushadAliwascon-
cerned, he was only a name-
lender president. He did not
know anything about Sabari-
mala…Andhe started getting
threats fromall over theworld.
Chief JusticeDipakMisrawas
shocked,”hesaid.

He said the affidavit filed
with thepetitionwas swornby
IYLAgeneralsecretaryAdvocate
BhaktiPasrija. “Sothesethreats
were thereandCJIDipakMisra
wasveryannoyed,thatyoucan-
notstopthejudicialprocesswith
these kinds of threats.Hepro-
videdpoliceprotectiontome,to

thepresidentalso.Irefused.”
JusticeSundreshsaid,“Nau-

shad is very smart…If he had
made an attempt to clean his
ownhouse, hewouldnot have
beenavailabletofilethisPIL.”

JusticeNagarathnaasked,“If
he (Ali) had no interest in the
matter,thenwhywasit(PIL)en-
tertainedbythiscourt?”

TheCJI, referring toanews
reportannexedtothePILabout
thepriestofthetemplebeingal-
legedly found ina compromis-
ingposition,said,“Andweenter-
tain aPILbasedupon this kind
of document? It should have
been thrown outright in the
dustbin.”

“Howdoes this article give
youacauseof action to rakeup
theissueultimatelywhichisad-
judicated?”heaskedGupta.

Justice Nagarathna said,
“Every day, the CJI receives
hundredsofletters.Canallthose
beconvertedintoPILs?...Public
Interest Litigationhasnowbe-
comePrivateInterestLitigation,
Publicity Interest Litigation,
Paisa Interest Litigation and
Political Interest Litigation, all
are called PILs. We entertain
onlyrealandgenuinePILs.”

Shealsosoughttoknowhow

theorganisationwasconcerned
with a question of freedomof
conscience.“Howdoesajuristic
bodyhave any beliefs? ... How
are you concerned with all
this?...Wewanttoknowwhyyou
filed this PILat all?Whatwas it
that you wanted to achieve?
What goodhas comeoutof it?”
shesaid.

“Are you the chief priest of
the country,” the CJI asked
Gupta.

Meanwhile, the bench also
questioned thepractice of bar-
ring a Parsiwoman froma fire
templeifshemarriesoutsidethe
religion,wondering how free-
domof conscience, which ac-
crues uponbirth, canbe taken
awaybymarriage.

“The right to conscience
underArticle 25(1) is a right by
birth,anditcan’tbetakenaway
bymarriage…Inthiscase,mar-
riageasabasis forclassification
is discriminatory against
women,” Justice Nagarathna
askedSeniorAdvocateDariusJ
Khambata, appearing forGool-
rokhGupta, in relatedpetitions
concerningaParsiwoman’s re-
ligiousidentity.

JusticeSundreshsaid,“This
practicepresupposesoncethere
is inter-marriage, faith is given
up.” JusticeNagarathna said,
“It’s virtually excommunica-
tion.”

CJIonSabarimala

Partysourcessaid
swearing-incould
coincidewithbirth
anniversaryof
Rabindranath
Tagore

Bengalviolence
shouldundertakeafreeandfair
investigationtofindouttheac-
cused.

TMC MP Sagarika Ghosh
also sharedavideoof thebody
with a caption “horrifying,
chilling”.

The TMC wrote on X,
“brutal murder of our party
worker in Birbhum's Nanoor.
Modi's idea of poriborton be-
gins.DeceasednameAbirSK.”

Meanwhile, tensions flared
inpartsof the stateTuesdayas
TMC alleged widespread at-
tacksonitsofficesandworkers
following its defeat in the As-
sembly elections, even as the
BJP appealed for calmandde-
nied involvement.

According to TMC sources,
partyoffices inareasincluding
Tollygunge, Kasba, Baruipur,
Kamarhati and Baranagar, as
wellasdistrictssuchasHowrah
andBerhampore,werevandal-
ised. InBeleghata,alocalparty
office was attacked and block
president Pabitra Biswas was
allegedly assaulted, while the
office of councillor Sushanta
Ghosh was also damaged. In
the Bijoygarh–Netajinagar
area, the election office of
formerminister Aroop Biswas
was ransacked, with visuals
showingpeoplekickingbroken
hoardings.

At Ruby Crossing, Kasba,
theofficeofTMCcouncillorSu-
shanta Ghosh was rampaged
byacrowdholdingBJPflags.

A former TMC councillor
also alleged that he was as-
saultedbymiscreants inHow-
rah district on Tuesday even-
ing,policesaid.ShyamalMitra,
aformercouncillorofWardNo.
26 anda localTMC leader,was
reportedly attacked following
analtercation, theysaid.

The TMC also alleged that
some structures were re-
portedlyvandalisedwithabull-
dozer in theHoggmarket area
was vandalised allegedly by
BJP supporters, with some
TMCworkers claiming itwasa

localmarket union office. "In
centralKolkata,nearNewMar-
ket,withpolicepermission.As
part of victory celebrations a
bulldozerwasbroughtintode-
molish meat shops. CAPF
standing around. THE BJP
FOR YOU. Let the world see
these pictures," TMC leader
DerekOBrienwroteonX.

In Jamuria and Siliguri,
TMCofficeswerereportedlyset
on fire. The party further
claimed that its Udaynarayan-
pur candidate, Samir Panja,
was assaulted, and that Bar-
rackporecandidateRajChakra-
borty andNoapara candidate
Trinankur Bhattacharyawere
manhandled while leaving
counting centres, requiring
CAPF escort.Maniktala candi-
dateShreyaPandealsoalleged
that her election agentwas at-
tacked.

TheTMC,inapostonsocial
media, accused the BJP of or-
chestrating the violence. "The
BJP has exposed its true face
themoment it came to power.
In Jalpaiguri Ward 14, BJP-
backed miscreants have un-
leashedvandalismatourTrina-
mool Congress party office.
Thisdestructionanddeliberate
attempt to create unrest is the
real faceof theBJP," it added.

The BJP, however, rejected
the allegations, with leader
Rahul Sinha suggesting the
incidentscouldbetheresultof
internal rivalries within the
TMC. He added that the situ-
ation was not comparable to
theviolenceduringthe2021As-
sembly elections and that the
police and central forces are
nowtakingpromptaction.

Amidthevolatile situation,
the BJP directed itsworkers to
avoidprovocation,refrainfrom
celebrationsnearTMCoffices,
and maintain peace. ECI
soughtreportsfromlocalauth-
orities andwarned of strict ac-
tion against those involved in
violence.

—WithPti inPuts
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MBA (Master of Business Administra�on)

Applica�on Procedure: Candidates who fulfil the above stated eligibility criteria can apply for the MBA
programme at the ABV-IIITM, Gwalior, the details of which are available on ins�tute’s website. The applica�on
fees for General and OBC candidates is Rs. 1000/- and Rs. 500/- for SC/ST/PH/Female candidates, the payment
link is provided in thedetailedadver�sementavailableat ins�tutewebsite.
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BusinessAdministra�on (MBA)Programmeat theABV-IIITMGwalior.
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The applicants fulfilling the above men�oned eligibility criteria are required to submit the completely filled-in
online applica�on form available at ins�tute website along with applicable fee details and relevant enclosures
latest by16thMay,2026.

ABV-IIITM Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh is an autonomous ins�tute set by Ministry of Educa�on, Govt. of India in
1997 with a vision of crea�ng professionals in areas of management and technology. Further the Department of
Management Studies (DoMS), ABV-IIITM Gwalior, aims to develop holis�c and responsible leaders by crea�ng
insigh�ul knowledgeand transforminghumanendeavors through technology-enabledmanagement solu�ons.

Theadmissionprocess tobecarriedouton23rd&24thMay,2026atABV-IIITMGwalior.

(Academic Session 2026-2027)
Admission No�ce for 2 Years Full-Time MBA Programme

The DoMS is seeking the applica�ons from bright aspirants for its Two Years Flagship Master of Business
Administra�on (MBA) programme with below men�oned eligibility criteria. The programme covers
management domains like Marke�ng, Finance, Opera�ons, IT & Systems and Human Resource Management. It
offers adiversifiedpool of elec�ves in the saidareasalongside the research-based internship.

(iii)AValidCAT/MAT/CMAT/ATMA/GMAT/GRE/CUETScore.

(i) A First-Class Bachelor’s Degree with minimum of 60%marks or 6.50 CGPA on a 10-point scale or equivalent in
aggregate (of all the years/semesters) in any discipline awarded by any of the universi�es incorporated by an act
of the central or state legislature in India or other educa�onal ins�tu�ons established by an act of Parliament or
declared deemed-to-be-University under Sec�on 3 of the UGC Act, 1956, or equivalent qualifica�on recognized
by theMinistry of Educa�on,Governmentof India.
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Kolkata,May5

THe enFORCeMenTDirec-
torate (eD) has issued a Look
Out Circular against Kolkata
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Shantanu Sinha Biswas to
stop him from leaving the
country after he failed to join
the investigation in amoney
laundering case involving Bis-
wajitPoddar,aliasSonaPappu,
ahistory-sheeteraccusedofex-
tortionand landgrabbing.

According to eD sources,
Biswas, DCP, Special Branch,
Kolkata, has not responded to
summons, and the agency ap-
prehends that hemayattempt
to flee thecountry.

Biswas’s name surfaced
while eD was probing a coal
scamcase.

The sources said thatwhile
going through Sona Pappu’s
bank transactions,eDofficials
found several transactions in-
volving thepoliceofficer.

In March, eD summoned
Biswas for questioning in the
coal scam case, asking him to
appear in its newDelhi office
onApril6.

OnApril 19, eD raided Bis-
was’sresidenceonFernRoadin
Ballygungeandanearbybuild-
ing where he has five flats, as
well as the house of Joy Kam-
dar, MD of Sun enterprise, at
Behala.

A few years back, Biswas
facedeDofficials innewDelhi

while serving as the officer-in-
charge of the Kalighat police
station in the rank of assistant
commissionerofpolice.Hehad
then submitted several docu-
ments, which were subse-
quentlyexamined.

eDhadsummonedKamdar
twiceintheland-grabbingcase,
buthedidnotappear forques-
tioning. The agency later ar-
rested him and seized Rs 1.2
crore in cash from his resi-
dence. On April 1, eD con-
ducted simultaneous raids at
six locations in Kolkata in the
land-grabbing case, including
SonaPappu’s residence inBal-
lygunge and offices of con-
struction firms.

The officials also reached
the house of Pappu’s close as-
sociate,RahulDas.

eDsources said thatPappu
hadbeenaccusedofillegalcon-
struction carried out using
force.

Themoney laundering in-
vestigation stems from a Kol-
kata Police FIR against Podder
for his alleged involvement in
rioting, attempt to murder,

criminal conspiracy andArms
Actviolations.

The eDprobe pertains to a
housingscam,withallegations
of land grabbing, illegal con-
struction,andextortion.Itisal-
leged that Pappu and his as-
sociatesrananextortionracket
under the guise of real estate
business, funneling the col-
lected money to several in-
fluential people. Sources said
the eD raided Biswas’s resi-
dence in Ballygunge based on
theseallegations.

According to the sources,
eD found evidence of Sona
Pappubeingintouchwithbusi-
nessmen who illegally took
over disputed land and sold it
at higher prices after creating
therequisitedocuments.

ThesourcessaidthattheeD
was trying to trace themoney
trail and find out how many
such companies were operat-
ing, how they obtained in-
formation regarding disputed
land, andwhich officials were
involved in theracket.

Sona Pappu is known to be
closelyassociatedwiththeTri-
namoolCongress.

Hisnamerecentlysurfaced
in connectionwith a clash be-
tweentwogroupsatKakulia in
Kolkata. Although he is stated
tobeabsconding,photographs
showinghimwithseveralTMC
leadershavesurfaced.

In February, bombs were
thrown,bulletswere fired,and
stoneswerehurledas tworival
groups clashed on Kankulia
Road in the Golpark area, re-
sulting in at least two injuries
and the subsequent arrest of
ten people. According to resi-
dents, over 100 youths, alleg-
edly led by Sona Pappu,
stormedandattackedresident
Bappi Haldar and his sup-
porters,who foughtback in re-
taliation.

LAnDGrAB ProBe

EDissues lookout
notice forKolkata
DCP,saysSinha
failedto joinprobe

PressTrustof India
Kolkata,May5

BARRICADeS OUTSIDe the
residence of outgoing West
BengalCMMamataBanerjeein
southKolkatawerepartiallyre-
movedonTuesday, a day after
theTMClostpowerinthestate
and shewasdefeated fromthe
Bhabanipurseat.

Police personnelwere seen
dismantlingtheguardrailsnear
her 30B Harish Chatterjee
Street residence in the
morning.

Thoughnoofficialnotifica-
tionwas issued, a Kolkata Po-
lice official present at the site
saidtheywereinstructedtore-
movethesmartbarricades.

"We have acted on direc-
tions fromhigher authorities,"
he said, adding that no reason
wasspecified.

While a police kiosk re-
mains,theheavysecuritypres-
ence in the area has visibly
reduced.

ThelocalityintheBhabani-
pur assembly segment had
beenahigh-securityzone,with
vehiclemovementsmonitored
andresidentsoftenrequiredto
show identification to access
theirhomes.

Therestrictionsappearedto
easesignificantlywiththepar-
tial removalof thebarricades.

Security deployment out-
side the office of TMCMPAb-
hishek Banerjee on Camac
Street was also withdrawn, a
seniorofficial said.

The premises have func-
tioned as a key organisational
hubfor theTMCforyears.

Another official said a
broader review of security
cover for leaders of the out-
going TMC government is
underway.

"Wearereassessingsecurity

arrangementsbasedonpresent
requirements,"hesaid,naming
leaders such as FirhadHakim,
Aroop Biswas and Sujit Bose
amongthoseunder review.

"Security deployment is
periodically evaluated and ad-
justed in accordancewith the
prevailingsituation,"hesaid.

Meanwhile, Abhishek al-
leged large-scale irregularities
intheassemblypolls,question-

ingthecountingprocessaswell
as the role of election officials
andsecurity forces.

Speaking to reporters, he
claimed that while votes re-
cordedineVMsmightremain
intact, the machines them-
selves could be replaced,
changing the original figures.

"Theway rigging has taken
place intheelection... votesre-
cordedthrougheVMsmaynot

be manipulated, but eVMs
themselvescanbereplaced,"he
alleged.

TheDiamondHarbourMP
alleged that the election out-
comewas influenced by “sys-
tematic irregularities” that led
to theTMC’sdefeat.

“Multiple complaints were
filed during counting and
sharedwithofficials,butnoac-
tionwas taken,”healleged.

TanusreeBose
Kolkata,May5

KALITA MAJHI’S victory
stands out as one of the high-
lights of the BJP’s sweeping
win in West Bengal. A do-
mestic help, Kalita, got a sec-
ond chance when the BJP
named her as its candidate in
Ausgram in the state’s Purba
Bardhaman district. The
gamble paid off on Monday
whenthe37-year-olddefeated
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
candidate Shyama Prasanna
Lohar by 12,535 votes.

“I amveryhappy, and Iam
grateful that Prime Minister
narendra Modi kept faith in
me. Today, I can gift him this
win,” Kalita said, speaking to
The Indian Express over the
phone.

“Mymain focus will be to

work for the development of
the backward classes, and to
ensure that proper roads and
drinking water reach every-
one’s homes. I will also work
for the development of the
youth and the safety and se-
curity ofwomen,” she added.

Kalita,whousedtoworkas
adomestichelp in twohouses
andearnRs4,000amonth, is
aresidentofMajhpukurPar in
Wardno3ofGuskaraMunici-
pality. She stayswith her hus-
band, Subrata Majhi, a
plumber,andherson,whohas
appeared for his Class 12
exams.

In active politics for more
than 10yearsnow,Kalita’s life
changed when the BJP gave
hera ticket tocontest the2021
Assemblyelections fromAus-
gram, which is a part of the
Bolpur Lok Sabha consti-

tuencyandaScheduledCaste
reserved seat.

In 2021, TMC candidate
Abhedananda Thander won
the Ausgram seat with
1,00,392 votes. Kalita came
secondwith88,577votes.This
time around, Kalita secured

1,07,692 votes.
Kalita said that after her

name was announced in the
first listofBJPcandidates, she
tookamonthoff fromwork to
focus on campaigning.

“Thefamilies inthehomes
where I have worked for so

many years are very happy.
Theyblessedme.Theyalways
stood by me whenever I
needed them; now, they are
veryhappy forme,” she said.

Being a domestic help has
helped her understand the
basic issues of the common
man and the sufferings of the
poor in her constituency,
Majhi said.

She further added that her
focus is to build a hospital to
helppeople inhervillage,who
have to travel to the main
Burdwan town to getmedical
facilities.

From encouraging the use
of solar panels to generate
electricity and infrastructure
development to generating
employment opportunities,
Kalita listed a slew of prio-
rities.

“Ialsowantcentralgovern-
ment schemes to be imple-
mented inWest Bengal. All of
us have the right to have a se-
cureroofoverourheads. Iwill
introduce the PM’s housing
scheme and build homes and
toilets,” saidMajhi.

officeof formerminister andtmc leaderaroopbiswasvandalised intollygungeontuesday. ParthaPaul

Securitymeasureseasedoutside
Mamata residence,Abhishekoffice
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(clockwise fromtop)policepersonnel deployedoutside the lane leading totmcchiefmamata
banerjee’s residence inkolkata; tmcpartyofficevandalisedathoggmarket inkolkata;miscreants
attacktmcoffice inasansol ontuesday. ParthaPaul&aNI

dcp,special branch (kolkata
police)shantanusinhabiswas

DCPSinha’s
namesurfaced
whileEDwas
probinga coal
scamcase

kalitamajhiwon theassemblyelectionswith 1,07,692votes.

In activepolitics for over 10years, her
life changedwhenBJPgaveher ticket
to contest 2021polls fromAusgram

DayafterBJP’s
win,Advocate
GeneralKishore
Dattaresigns
TanusreeBose
Kolkata,May5

ADVOCATe GeneRAL (AG)
KishoreDattatenderedhisres-
ignation Tuesday, a day after
the BJP secured a historicma-
jority in the Assembly
polls.Sources said Datta sent
his resignation letter to Gov-
ernorRnRavi,markingthebe-
ginning of an administrative
overhaul as part of the change
inpower in thestate.

While there is no require-
ment for the AG to step down
during a regime change, it is
customaryforastate’stoplegal
officer to resign when a new
government is elected. The
new administration typically
implements its own policies,
andtheAGisexpectedtoalign
with thesechanges.

Datta’s departure follows a
relatively brief second stint in
the role. Hewas appointed in
December 2023, succeeding
SoumendranathMukhopad-
hyay, who had resigned just a
monthprior.

Dattafirsttookchargeasthe
BengalAGinFebruary2017. In
September 2021, following the
previousAssemblyelection,he
submitted his resignation to
then-Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar, citingpersonal rea-
sons.Hewaswidelyrecognised
for representing the state in
high-profile cases, including
post-pollviolencelitigationand
the narada sting operation
case.Theprocessofappointing
thenewAGwillbeginoncethe
BJP-ledCabinet is sworn in.

a-gkishoredatta senthis
resignation letter togovernor

Students injured
inABVP-DSO
clashnearCU
Kolkata:Several studentswere
injuredinaclashbetweenABVP
andtheLeft-wingDSOnearthe
College Street campus of Cal-
cuttaUniversity,officialssaid.

DSOstate secretaryBiswajit
Royalleged thatABVPactivists
unleashed violence following
thedeclarationof theassembly
election results onMonday.He
claimedDSOmemberswereat-
tackedwhile trying to "protect
thedemocratic atmosphere" of
the campus, accusing ABVP
supporters of tearing down
banners and festoons. The
ABVP rejected the allegations,
alleging that itsmemberswere
attackedbyDSOactivistswhile
theywere peacefully celebra-
ting theelectionresults.pti

l kalita majhi won ausgram seat, defeating tmc’s shyama prasanna lohar by 12,535 votes

‘Women’s security ismypriority’:Househelp
whoearnsRs4,000amonth,nowaBJPMLA

Kolkata
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SweetyKumari
Kolkata,May5

theWeSt Bengal Assembly
electionmarkedadecisiveshift
inthestate’spoliticallandscape,
withtheBJPsecuring207of294
seats and ending the domi-
nanceofChiefMinisterMamata
Banerjeeandherparty, thetri-
namoolCongress (tMC). Party
leadersmaintainthattheresult
was not a product of a fleeting
wave or simple anti-incum-
bency, but the outcome of a
carefully structured campaign
thatreconfiguredlong-standing
votingpatternsacrossregions.
Internal assessments con-

ducted before the polls sug-
gestedthatthetMCretainedits
advantage in constituencies
withsignificantMuslimpopula-
tions.however,inover170other
seats, the BJP held a lead of
roughlythreepercentagepoints,
indicating that its ground-level
mobilisationandvotertargeting
weredeliveringresults.
A central pillar of the BJP’s

strategywas outreach to com-
munities that felt politically
marginalised.InNorthBengal,
comprising the districts of
Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, Ali-
purduar, Darjeeling, Kalim-
pong,UttarDinajpurandDak-
shin Dinajpur, the party
consolidated support among
rajbanshiandKurmivotersby
promising recognition of their
languages and cultural ident-
ities,includingdemandsforin-
clusion inofficial frameworks.
Alongside identity politics,

the BJP foregrounded econ-
omic concerns — promising
better prices for potato and
paddy farmers and assuring
government employees that
7th Pay Commission benefits
wouldbe implementedwithin
45daysofcomingtopower.
In the teagarden regionsof

Darjeeling,AlipurduarandJal-
paiguri, the BJPmade notable
gains, particularly among
womenvoters.Manyappeared
to move away from tMC-
backeddirectbenefitschemes,
respondinginsteadtopromises
centredonlong-termfinancial
stability,employmentsecurity
and improvedworking condi-
tionsinplantations.NorthBen-
gal is seen to be a BJP strong-
holdwith somepocketswhere
the tMC is seen to be strong.
here, the tMC failed to win
even a single seat inmanydis-
tricts.theBJPsweptDarjeeling
andJalpaiguri,winningallfive
seats ineachof thedistricts.

Tackling ‘outsider’ tag
the party also undertook a

deliberate effort to reshape its
imageinurbancentressuchas
Kolkata. Seeking to counter
perceptions of being an “out-
sider”,BJPcandidatesadopted
amorelocallyrootedapproach,
usingBangla inpublicengage-
ments,participatinginregional

festivals and traditions, and
holdinginteractionsinresiden-
tial complexesandneighbour-
hoodassociations.thishelped
bridge a cultural gap that had
previously limited its appeal
amongurbanvoters.
even in adjoining urban

areas—traditionallyseentobe
tMC strongholds— the BJP’s
“sonsofthesoil”positioningap-
pearedtoreduceresistance.By
combiningculturaladaptation
with sustained outreach, it
broadened its appeal among
sections of the metropolitan
middleclass.
In districts such asMurshi-

dabad andMalda, campaign
messagingfocusedonlocalised
concerns, including law and
orderandissuessuchashuman
trafficking. these themes res-
onatedwithvoterswhofeltthat
governancechallengeshadnot
been adequately addressed
under the tMC’s 15-year rule.
Signalling a complete consoli-
dationof theDalit andrajban-
shi vote in its favour, the BJP
won the Malda seat by over
50,000votes.

Top leaders inhuddle
theBJP’scampaignwasco-

ordinated by a tightly knit

leadership team.Unionhome
Minister Amit Shah played a
prominent role, spending ex-
tendedperiodsinthestate,hold-
ingmultiple rallies and review-
ing strategy. Senior leaders
includingDharmendraPradhan
andBhupenderYadavworked
toaligncentral leadershipwith
stateunits,whileorganisational
figures such as Sunil Bansal
oversawbooth-level execution
andcampaignlogistics.
According to BJP leaders,

the party signaled a shift to-
wards a more patient and
methodical approach to win-
ningthestatebyreplacingKail-
ashVijayvargiyawithBansal in
August 2022asWestBengal in-
charge. “Bansal’s strategy is
built on granular data rather
than grand speeches. having
led the party to successes in
stateslikeUttarPradesh,Odisha
andtelangana, he focusesmi-
nutely from on booth- to dis-
trict-levelstrategy.Withafocus
on the over 80,000polling sta-
tions across the state, the BJP
hadestablishedfunctionalcom-
mittees in over 65,000 by late
2024.thisisunprecedentedfor
anyOpposition in the state,” a
sourcesaid.
Another source said that

Yadav provided “strategic
depth”andmanagedday-to-day
coordinationwithworkers.“he
spentmonthstravelingthrough
several districts, connecting
with local traditions which
helpedhimnavigate the socio-
cultural fabricof thestatemore
effectively,”thesourceadded.
former tripura CMBiplab

Debalsoplayedakeyroleinthe
party'scampaign.SincetheBJP
workersfromtripuracanspeak
Bangla, theyweremore useful
in breaching the language bar-
rier compared to the party's
workersmobilised fromother
states. these leaders were de-
ployed at the booth-level and
thedistrict-levelbeforetheelec-
tionsandduringthecampaign.
their experience in hand-

ling boothmobilisation— the
tripuraBJPovercame theLeft
there in 2018—came inhandy
when the party had to train its
panna pramukhs (roll in-
charges). these boothworkers
were then selectively deployed
tonegate thetMCmachinery.
Deb, party insiders said, also
reachedouttoLeftworkersun-
happy at theirmarginalisation
underthetMC.
Akeyorganisationalfeature

was also the expansion of the

“panna pramukh” system—
booth-level workers respon-
sible for maintaining direct
contact with small groups of
voters. this structure enabled
thepartytosustaincontinuous
engagement across consti-
tuencies and respond quickly
to local concerns.

Advantagedata
Strategic planning also re-

liedondetaileddatamapping.
Seniorcampaignmanagersre-
portedly used large consti-
tuencymapstotrackthemove-
ments of star campaigners,
assigning different regions to
leaders based on political
requirements.thisallowedfor
more efficient deployment of
resources and ensured that
even remote areas received at-
tentionduring thecampaign.
In the Junglemahal belt –

Purulia, Jhargram, Bankura,
PaschimMedinipur–theparty
focused onKurmi representa-
tion,fieldinglocalleaderssuch
as rajeshMahato andBiswajit
Mahato, while addressing is-
sues likedrinkingwater, hous-
ing and cultural recognition.
thiscontributedtostrongper-
formances in districts such as
PuruliaandJhargram.

DecoDing theMAnDAte

HowBJPengineeredthe207-seatsweep

AnjishnuDas
NewDelhi,May5

INItSfirsteverAssemblyelec-
tionvictoryinWestBengal, the
BJPnotonlymanagedtoretain
all77seatsithadwoninthe2021
polls,butitalsoflipped129seats
from the trinamool Congress
(tMC), concentrated in the
state’s southern districts, once
knowntobetheMamataBaner-
jee-ledparty’sstronghold.
An analysis of the results

shows that across all 293 seats
where polling has been held,
135 seats have changed hands
between the 2021 and 2026
elections.WhilethetMCceded
129 seats to the BJP, it also lost
2seatseachtotheCongressand
humayun Kabir-led Aam Ja-
nata Unnayan (AJU) and 1 to
theCPI(M).theBJPalsopicked
uptheKalimpongseatfromthe
Bharatiya Gorkha Prajatantrik
Morcha. the tMC, however,
failed to flip any seats from
otherparties.
WhiletheBJPwasabletore-

tain all 77 seats it had won in
2021, thetMConlyretained80
of the 215 seats it hadwon five
years ago. the Indian Secular
front (ISf) retained the Bhan-
goreseat,theonlyoneitwonin
2021.
In the 77 seats retained by

theBJPfrom2021, theparty in-
creaseditsvotesharein71seats.
In these 71 seats, theBJP’s vote
share rose bymore than 5-per-
centage points in 53 seats, in-
cludingin20seatsbymorethan
10-percentage points. the big-
gest increases in vote share
came in Dabgram-Phulbari
(16.2-percentagepoints),Siliguri
(15.8), andenglishBazar (15.7).
In the 6 seats where its vote
share fell, the biggest declines
cameinBaharampurat4.6-per-
centagepointsandinDarjeeling
at5.2-percentagepoints.
Acrossthe77retainedseats,

the BJP recorded an average
winningmarginof41,214votes
this year, up from 14,010 votes
in 2021. On average, this
amounts to an increasedmar-
ginof27,204votes ineachseat.
Between the 2021 and 2026
polls, the BJP saw itsmargins
rise in 72 of these 77 seats, and
drop in just5 seats.

WhereTMClost
however, the election ap-

pears to have been decided in
the 129seats flipped to theBJP
fromthetMC.
the tMC’s vote share

dippedinallbutoneofthese129
seats, including bymore than
10-percentagepointsin42seats.
the tMC’s biggest vote share
declinescameinJangipur(30.9-
percentage points), Beldanga
(29.1)andKarandighi (20).
theBJPseemstohavecapi-

talised on a weakening tMC,
increasing its vote share in all
129 seats it flipped from the
tMC, including in 64 seats by
more than 10-percentage
points. IntheBaghmundiseat,
whichtheBJPhadlefttoanally
in2021,thepartysecureda49%
vote share this year compared

to thetMC’s31.2%.
In 2021, the tMC hadwon

these 129 seats by an average
marginof20,338votes,ranging
fromaslowas623inDantanto
92,480 in Jangipur. this year,
theBJPwon these 129 seats by
an average margin of 19,852
votes – a significant feat given
that the BJP had to overcome
its considerable deficits to the
tMC in 2021. In Jangipur, for
instance,theBJPwonthistime
by 10,542 votes, meaning it
overcamea92,480-votedeficit
to the tMC in 2021 by netting
an additional 1.03 lakh votes.
this time, the BJP winning
margins in these 129 flipped
seats ranged from 316 votes in
rajarhat Newtown to 68,805
votes inJalpaiguri.
Of the129seats that flipped

fromthetMCtotheBJP,77are
concentrated in Bengal south-
ern districts, includingNorth
24Parganas,hooghly,Paschim
Medinipur,South24Parganas,
Purba Medinipur, howrah,
Kolkata,andJhargram.Across
the state, themost flipped seat
came inNorth 24 Parganas at
18,PurbaBardhamanat14and
hooghlyat 12.
the BJP evenmanaged to

breakintodistrictssweptbythe
tMC in 2021, includinghow-
rah, Kolkata, Jhargram and
PurbaBardhaman.
Amongtheseflippedseatsis

Bhabanipur,whereMamataBa-
nerjeelosttotheBJP’sSuvendu
Adhikari. Between 2021 and
2026,thetMC’svotesharehere
declined by 15.5-percentage
points while the BJP’s rose by
17.8-percentagepoints.
Mamata is among 22 tMC

ministerswholosttheirseatsto
theBJP, includinghigh-profile
leaderslikeChandrimaBhatta-
charya,BratyabrataBasu, Sujit
Bose, Aroop Biswas, Shashi
PanjaandMoloyGhatak.
each of these 22ministers

saw their vote shares decline
from 2021. In 2021, thesemin-
isters had won by an average
marginof30,775votes. In2026,
they lost by an averagemargin
of17,824votes.
OnthetMCfront, in the80

seats it hasmanaged to retain,
the party’s vote share has de-
clined in67seats, includingby
more than 10-percentage
points in18seats.thetMCdid
see its vote share increase in 13
seats, including bymore than
5-percentage points in 6 seats.
thebiggestvoteshareincrease
was 11.5-percentage points in
Chapra,whilethesteepestvote
share decline came inMurarai
at27-3-percentagepoints.
In these retained seats, the

tMC’saveragewinningmargin
fellfrom48,628votesin2021to
29,095 votes in 2026, for an
averagedeclineof 19,532votes.

BJPretains77seatswon in
2021,wrests 129 fromTMC

lHowBJP’svotesharechangedin5years
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Beside booths,
data, and raising
local issues, the
party undertook
campaign to shed
the ‘outsider’ tag

BJP leader andCMfrontrunnerSuvenduMukherjeepays tributes to
SyamaPrasadMookerjee inKolkataonTuesday. ParthaPaul

SAffronwAve:BJP flagsadornautorickshawsandmostof the streetpoles inKolkataonTuesdayafter theparty’swin. ParthaPaul

AnonnaDutt
NewDelhi,May5

theBJP’SmassivewininWest
Bengalwill ensure that the last
state to have stayed away from
theCentre’s flagshiphealth in-
surancescheme,theAyushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
ArogyaYojana(AB-PMJAY),will
alsoimplementit,providingrs
5 lakh coverage to the poorest
familiesandelderlypersons.
“today,Iwanttoassureevery

citizen that BJPwill work day
andnight for abetter future for
Bengal…Inthefirstcabinetitself,
AyushmanBharatYojnawill be
givenagreenlight,”PrimeMin-
ister Narendra Modi said in a
speechonMondayevening.
the scheme, which was

launchedin2018,willcoverover
1.24croreofthepoorestand15.9
lakh elderly aged 70andabove
inWestBengal. Another 3 lakh
AShAandAnganwadiworkers

will also receive coverage, ac-
cording to data from the na-
tionalhealthauthority.
Importantly, the two other

statesthathadrefusedtojointhe
schemeuntilrecently—Odisha
and Delhi — were brought
under its ambit similarly after
theBJPwontheAssemblyelec-
tionsagainsttheBijuJanataDal
in 2024 and the Aam Aadmi
Partyin2025,respectively.
WhileWestBengalwas one

of the states that had initially
adopted the AB-PMJAY, it
droppedoutin2019,statingthat
theModi-led governmentwas
takingcreditwhilethestatehad
tofootat least40percentofthe
cost. Instead, theMamata Ba-
nerjee-led state government
continuedwith its own Swas-
thyaSathischemethatalsopro-
videdrs5lakhcoverperfamily
perannum.
the AB-PMJAY has since

been modified to allow co-

branding,andseveralstatesnow
run the scheme, integrating
their ownhealthprogrammes.
forexample,Maharashtraruns
PM-JAY-Mahatma Jyotirao
PhuleJanArogyaYojna,andUt-
tarakhand has a PM-JAYAtal
AyushmanUttarakhandYojna.
Whilethiswasinitiallyoneof

thecontentionsoftheAAPgov-
ernmentinDelhiaswell, it later
alsoadded that its ownscheme
was better as it covered all the
citizens insteadof just thepoo-
rest ones. the Delhi Arogya
KoshschemeoftheAAPgovern-
ment offered free diagnostics,
free surgeries, freedialysis, and
freetreatmenttovictimsofroad
accidents,fires,andacidattacks
without any upper cost limit.
Yet, its beneficiarieswere lower
thanthoseofAyushmanBharat.
Statescanalsoaddbenefici-

aries other than theones ident-
ifiedbytheCentre.fortheaddi-
tionalbeneficiaries,thestatehas

tobearthecostoftheentirepre-
mium,but the families receive
rs 5 lakhcoverage andcanuse
hospitalsintheAyushmanBha-
ratnetwork,includingthoseout-
side the state.According toNa-
tionalhealthAuthority (NhA)
data,almost8.6croreadditional
beneficiarieshavebeenaddedto
theschemebydifferentstatesin
thismanner.
After the 2024general elec-

tions, the Centre rolled out
AyushmanBharat coverage for
those 70years andabove. this
expandedschemeprovidesrs5
lakhcoveragetoalltheelderlyin
4.5 crore families—for poor
families alreadycoveredby the
scheme,anadditionalrs5lakh
coveragewouldbeprovidedfor
theelderlyalone.
In October 2024, PMModi

apologised to the elderly from
Delhi andWest Bengal, where
theschemehadnotyetbeenim-
plemented.

From Rangpo to Nabadwip: Rlys gears up to
resume projects hit by land acquisition woes
DheerajMishra
NewDelhi,May5

After the unprecedented
victoryoftheBJPinWestBengal
Assemblypolls, theMinistryof
railwaysisexpectedtoexpedite
landacquisition for several key
projects in thestatewhichwere
stalledduetolandissues,asen-
iorofficialsaidontuesday.
for the approved railway

projects in thestate, theminis-
try requires a total 4,662 hec-
taresofland,ofwhichover1,273
hectares (27percent)hassofar
beenacquired.
Land acquisition had be-

come amajor point of conten-
tion between the railministry
and theMamata Banerjee-led
state government, with the
formeraccusingthestateofnot
supportingacquisition,andthe
latter alleging neglect by the
Centre in allocating develop-
mentprojects inWestBengal.

“At least 12major projects
have been delayed in the state
because of land acquisition.
thisincludestheSivok-rangpo
new line, which is of national
importance,connectingSikkim
withtherailnetworkforthefirst
time.Besides, fourmetrocorri-
dorsover52kmareundercon-
struction,ofwhichworkon20-
km-stretch is stuckdue to land
acquisition andutility shifting
issues. theministrywill soon
bewritingtothenewstategov-
ernment to expedite the pro-
cess,” said the senior railways
Ministryofficial.
railway projects worth rs

98,499 crore are currently on-
goinginthestate,theofficialin-
formed.Accordingtotheminis-
try,thedelayedprojectsinclude
theNabadwipGhat–Nabadwip
Dhamnewline,wherethemin-
istryneeds107-hectareland;168-
hectare land is needed for Ka-
liyaganj–Buniadpur new line;

18-hectareforCanning–Bagank-
hali new line;rukni–Anara rail
flyover(35hectares);Gourinath
Dham–Purulia rail flyover (34
hectares); Kalipahari–Bakhtar
Nagarfifthline(14hectares);and
Naihati–ranaghat third line(13
hectares).
Apart from these, therail-

waysMinistrywillalsoexpedite
thesurveysanddetailedproject
reports for 17 projects which
were recently resumed by the
railwayBoardinJanuary.these
includethe26-km-longKanthi–
egra new line, Nandakumar–
Balaipanda new line (28 km),
Bowaichandi–Arambaghnew
line (31 km), Bankura–hura–
Purulia new line (65 km), rai-
ganj–Dalkholanewline(43km),
Prantik–Siuri new line (34km),
Itahar–Buniadpurnew line (27
km),Gazole–Itaharnewline(27
km), andBowaichandi-Khana
new line (24 km). the official
said theseprojectswere earlier

frozen due to reasons such as
lowtraffic,buthavenowbeenre-
sumedafterpublicdemand.
Anothersetof21majorpro-

jects that pass through West
Bengalisalsounderexecution,
including the 303-km Son
Nagar–Andal (eDfC Double
line), 177-km Bhagalpur–
Dumka–rampurhatDoubling,
153-kmNarayangarh–Bhadrak
third line, 132-kmKharagpur–
Adityapur third line, 121-km
Chandil–Damodar third line,
and 111-km Santragachi–Kha-
ragpur fourth line. Alongwith
this,thesurveyfor25majorpro-
jects, which pass through the
state, is alsounderway.this in-
cludes the 546-km Katihar–
Kumedpur–Aluabariroad;New
Jalpaiguri–Kamakhyathirdand
fourth lines; 399-km Jharsu-
guda–Bagdihi–Kharagpur 5th
and6thLine; 154-kmSitaram-
pur–Jhajhafourthline;and199-
kmSitarampur–Kiulthirdline.

BJPincharge,Rs5 lakhhealthcoverageunder
Ayushmantoreachstate’spoorest, elderlies
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ONe OF the reasons for the
crushinglossoftheMamataBa-
nerjee-ledTrinamoolCongress
(TMC) to the BJP in the recent
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions seems tobe the fragmen-
tationoftheTMC'sMuslimsup-
portbase,whichhadremained
virtually intact in the previous
pollsclichedbytheparty.
During its three terms in

power since 2011, Muslim
voters have been a crucial part
ofMamata'scorevotebase.The
communitymakesupover27%
ofBengal’spopulation,playing
a decisive role in a significant
chunkof thestate's 294seats.
In the current elections to

the293Assemblyseats,theBJP
bagged207seatsasagainst the
TMC's80.AstheBJPexpanded
its electoral footprint, the rep-
resentation of Muslims de-
clined in the newHouse to 40
from44intheoutgoingAssem-
bly.Of40MuslimMlAs,34are
from the TMC, two from the
Congress, and one each from
the CPMandAll India secular
Front (IsF).
suspendedTMCleaderHu-

mayunKabir, who formed the
Aam Janata Unnayan Party
(AJUP),hadfieldedcandidates
from143 seats across the state.
Kabir himself contested two
seats –Rejinagar andNowda–
in theMuslim-dminatedMur-
shidabad district, and won
both.TheTMC,whichhadwon
boththeseseatsin2021,slipped
to third place there despite
fieldingMuslimcandidates.
In the 2021 elections, when

the TMC won 215 seats as
against theBJP's77,44Muslim
MlAswereelected,ofwhom43
were from the TMC and one
fromtheIsF.
Inthiselection,theBJPman-

agedtomakeinroadsinMuslim
belts,evenwinningseveralseats
there.AseniorTMCleadersaid,
"This timeBengal has seennot
onlyhugeanti-incumbencybut
also strongHindupolarisation.
Probably, after Independence,
thisisforthefirsttimethatsuch
a polarisation of Hindu vote
were seen in the state.Wewere
defeated in those seats where
either Muslim vote fractured
andHinduvotegotpolarised.”

SIRdeletions
The election Commission

(eC)'smonths-long special In-
tensiveRevision(sIR)ofelecto-
ralrolls,whichresultedindele-

tionofabout91lakhvoters–in-
cluding over 27 lakh voters fol-
lowingadjudication–wasakey
plank of the TMC in the elec-
tion,whichhighlightedthedis-
proportionately highdeletions
ofMuslimvoters.Mamata has
beenupinarmsagainstthesIR
from the beginning, accusing
theeCofdoingahatchetjobon
behalfof theBJP.
However, in several consti-

tuenciesthatsawhighdeletions
after adjudication inMuslim
dominated districts likeMur-
shidabad andMalda, the TMC
managedtoretainseveralseats,
which include samserganj
(74,775 deletions), lalgola
(55,420),Bhagabangola(47,493),
Raghunathganj (46,100), suti
(37,965),Mothabari(37,255),su-
japur (26829), andMalatipur
(29489).

Cracks inMuslimbase
since 2011, the TMCdomi-

natedmajor districts, such as
Murshidabad,MaldaandUttar
Dinajpur, relying on the con-
solidationofMuslimvotes.
Ofthe43seatsinthesethree

districts, the TMCwon 22 this
time,whichmarkedasharpdip
fromits35-seat tally in thepre-
vious election. In sharp
contrast, the BJP's tally in the
threedistrictssurgedto19from
just eight seats in 2021. The re-
maining seats therewerewon
by Muslim candidates of the
Congress (2 seats), CPM(1 seat)
and the AJUP (2 seats), which
cutintotheTMC'sMuslimbase.
HumayunKabirwon both the
NowdaandRejinagarseats.
TheCongress and the CPM

wonfromRaninagarandDom-
kal respectively, where Mus-
limsareinamajority.However,
in another Muslim-majority
seat,Beldanga,theBJP'scandi-
datewon,gettingadvantageof
asplitinthecommunity'svote.
The TMC similarly lost Khar-
gram, Kandi and some other
seats in Murshidabad to the
BJP, which also wonMalda's
ManikchakandBaishnabnagar
seats,where theMuslimpopu-
lation isabout47%.
In 64 seats inNorth 24Par-

ganas and south 24 Parganas,
theTMChadsweptthepolls in
2021, with theBJP just picking
five. This time, the BJP in-
creased its tally to 34,winning
manyseatswithover30%Mus-
limpopulation. IsF chiefNau-
shad siddiqui retained his

Bhangarseat, too.
TheTMCalso lost theHari-

pal,singurandPanduaseatsin
Hoogly and Monteswar in
Purba Bardhaman, where 20-
30%votersareMuslims.
some observers have

pointed out that there has also
been resentment amonga sec-
tionofMuslimsagainsttheTMC
governmentoverissueslikethe
OBClistandtheWaqflaw'sroll-
out,amongotherfactors.
A senior TMC leader from

theMuslim community said,
"Wehavelost theconfidenceof
Muslims. It may get more
erodedinthecomingelections,
leadingtoourshrinkingholdin
the minority belts. Muslims
seemtohave realised thatonly
somefamiliesbecameprosper-
ous. The community has been
reelingfromtheproblemofmi-
gration because of unemploy-
ment, which has also made
themangry.Mamata Banerjee
assured them that shewill set
up hubs of zari and gold orna-
ments, but nothing happened
in15years."

Dip inMuslimMLAs
The 40 Muslim MlAs

elected this time account for
13.60%oftheHouse.Theshare
of Muslim MlAs in the out-
going Assembly was 14.96%
(44).In2016,whentheBJPhad
won only three seats, there
were59MuslimMlAs.
Unlike the previous three

elections, theBJPdidnot field
any Muslim candidates this
year,markingashift initsstrat-
egy. The party fielded Hindu
candidates from thenine seats
where it had nominatedMus-
lims in 2021. TheBJPhowever
couldnotwinanyoftheseseats.
TheTMC,Congressand the

left fielded a significant
number ofMuslimcandidates
inthiselection.Aquarterofthe
Congress’s294candidatesor75
(25.31%)werefromtheminority
community. In 2021,Muslims
made up 36.95% of the Con-
gress's94candidates.Theparty
had then contested in alliance
withtheleftandIsF.
In 2021, theTMChadgiven

ticketsto46Muslimcandidates,
or 15.86%of its 290nominees.
This time, the party increased
their sharemarginally to 48 or
16.49%ofits291candidates.The
left Front together fielded 42
Muslimcandidates,evenasthey
contestedinalliancewithIsF.

deCoding theMandate

TMChitbycracks in
Muslimvotebank,
holdsout inhigh
SIRdeletionseats

damininath
NewDelhi,May5

THe West Bengal Assembly
elections results declared on
Monday shows that out of 293
seats, 49hadwinningmargins
lower thanthenumberofelec-
tors deleted after adjudication
during the special Intensive
Revision (sIR)of electoral rolls
that saw removal of over 90
lakhnames in thestate.
Ofthe49constituencies,26

werewonby theBJP, 21 by the
TMCandtwobytheCongress.
TheWest Bengal Assembly

has 294 seats of which results
havebeendeclaredfor293;one
seat (Falta) is scheduled for re-
pollingonMay21.
The BJP, which won 207

seats, had 26 such consti-
tuencieswhere the number of
deleted electors was higher
than the victory margin.
Twenty-five of those seats the
BJP wrested from the Trina-
mool Congress, while it re-
tainedDarjeelingfromthe2021
elections. On five seats, the
numberofelectorsdeletedwas
over 10,000more than thevic-
torymargin —Jangipur’sdele-
tions were 26,039more than
the margin; Rajarhat New
Town had 23,816 more dele-
tions; Karandighi saw a differ-
ence of 11,693; Bhatar 10,953
andRaina10,450.
Overall, the BJP’s average

margin of victory in the 207
seatswas27,805,whiletheTMC,
which won 80 seats, had an
averagemarginof29,095votes.
Therewere 16 seats out of 293
where the difference between
the deletions and themargins
wasover10,000voteseach.
For the TMC, 21 of its 80

seats had recordedmore dele-
tionsintheadjudicationphase
ofthesIRthanthevictorymar-
gins, ranging from67,188more

in samserganj to just 119more
in Kamarhati. The TMCwon
nine seats where the gap be-
tween deletions andmargins
wasover 10,000each.
TheCongress and theAam

JanataUnnayan Party (AJUP)
won two seats each, and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) andAll-Indiasecular
Front got one each. Both the
Congresswins—Farakka and
Raninagar — were in seats
where the margin was lower
than the number of deleted
electors.
While over 90 lakh names

weredeletedfromtheelectoral

rolls inWestBengalduring the
sIR that started last year, 27.16
lakh of those deletions came
duringadjudicationbyjudicial
officersappointedontheorder
of thesupremeCourt.
The sC, which is hearing a

batch of petitions challenging
theelectionCommission’ssIR
exercise, appointed 19 appel-
late tribunals in March this
year. Over 34 lakh appeals
against exclusions and inclu-
sions during the adjudication
are pendingwith the tribunals
evennow,with less than2,000
appeals cleared before polling
in thestate.

sIr deletions higher than the winning
margins in 26 of BJp seats, 21 of TMC’s

lS.I.R.ShAdOW

49Number of seats
where thewinning
marginwas less than

theSIrdeletions

10,000
Where thegapbetweenSIr
deletions andwinningmargin

seats Winner victoryMargin sirdeletions
Samserganj tMc 7,587 74,775
lalgola tMc 1,8960 55,420
Farakka cong 8,193 38,222
Mothabari tMc 10,496 37,255
Jangipur BJP 10,542 36,581
Suti tMc 12,357 37,965
rajarhat-Newtown BJP 316 24,132
Sitai tMc 2,721 20,213
raninagar cong 2,701 17,140
Kumarganj tMc 6,685 20,680
Madhyamgram tMc 2,399 14,842
amdanga tMc 2,995 15,387
Karandighi BJP 19,869 31,562
Narirampur tMc 1,986 13,463
Bhatar BJP 6,528 17,481
raina BJP 834 11,284

53% 43%

4%
Cong:2TMC:21BJP:26

Outof
49seats

Source: ecI

Windsof changemaypushpower tussles, legalbattlesoutofwindow
end insighttoprolongedbengalgovt-Centretensions

apurvavishwanath
NewDelhi,May5

FROM TUssles with Gov-
ernors, frequent face-offswith
Centralagenciestowithdrawal
of general consent for investi-
gation by the CBI in the state,
the prolonged legal battles be-
tweentheTrinamoolCongress-
ledWest Bengal government
andtheBJP-ledCentreoverthe
last decade have defined fed-
eral tensions. Now, with the
BJP’sdecisivevictoryintheAs-
sembly elections, these issues
will be reframed around the
benefitsofa“doubleengine”.
In 2018, theBengal govern-

menthadwithdrawnthe“gen-
eral consent” to CBI probes.
The consent of a state isman-
datoryunder theDelhi special
PoliceestablishmentAct,1946,

for the central agency to begin
a probe. The Andhra Pradesh
government too had with-
drawngeneral consent for CBI
probeswhentheTeluguDesam
PartywasatoddswiththeNDA
government. later, the YsRCP
government under Jagan
MohanReddyrestoredthecon-
sent forCBIprobes in2019.
In 2021, theBengal govern-

mentfiledanoriginalsuitbefore
thesupremeCourtarguingthat
the Centre had “unconstitu-
tionally” deployed theCBI de-
spitethestatehavingwithdrawn
its consent. Amidst concerns
that Opposition leaders are
being “targeted in the guise of
CBI investigations”, several
other states—Punjab, Jhark-
hand,Kerala,Rajasthan,Chhat-
tisgarh,Mizoram, Telangana,
Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu and

Karnataka— withdrew their
consent to the CBI. However,
when governments changed,
the states tooaltered theirposi-
tionsontheissue.In2024,thesC
ruled that Bengal’s suit was
maintainable; a larger bench is

expectedtoheartheissue.
ApartfromtheCBI,theBen-

gal government has had fre-
quentrun-inswithotherCentral
agencies, includingtheeD.The
sCishearinganeDpleaagainst
outgoingCMMamataBanerjee

regardingallegedinterferencein
an investigation at theKolkata
office of political consultancy
firmI-PAC.Thestatepolicefiled
FIRs against eDofficials in the
state, reflecting apatternof re-
taliation.ThesCstayedtheFIRs
andordered thatCCTVfootage
anddigitaldatafromthesearch
sitebepreserved.

Run-inswithGovernor
In a swipe against the then

Governor, JagdeepDhankhar,
theMamata government had
passedaseriesofBillstoreplace
theGovernorwiththeCMasthe
Chancellorofstateuniversities.
Theclashescontinuedincourts
as thestategovernmentmoved
the sC against another former
Governor,AnandaBose, for sit-
tingonkeyBills.TherulingTMC
termedthedelayingrantingas-

sent an attempt to “defeat and
subvert”thelegislativemandate
ofthestategovernment.
ThesC, in thecaseofTamil

Nadu,hadruledinfavourofthe
state government. This ruling
wouldhavebeenatemplatefor
Bengal aswell, but a reference
by the President effectively
watereddownthestandardset
for theGovernor.
The latest face-off in court

between the state and the
Centrewas on the issue of the
electionCommission’s special
IntensiveRevision of electoral
rolls.Apartfromtheprocedural
aspects,theBengalgovernment
had also challenged the eC’s
powertoconductsuchanexer-
cise,which the sC is yet to rule
on. In anunprecedentedhear-
ing,Mamata,as thesittingCM,
made submissions before the

apex court challenging the sIR
process. she had filed the case
inherpersonalcapacity,separ-
atefromthestategovernment’s
plea, takingthe issuehead-on.

Policyparalysis
On policy aspects, in 2022,

the Centre stopped the release
offundsfor MGNReGsinBen-
gal “due to non-compliance of
directivesofthecentralgovern-
ment”. InOctober lastyear, the
sC had dismissed the Centre’s
appeal challenging a June 18
order of the Calcutta High
Court, which directed imple-
mentationoftheMGNReGsin
Bengalprospectively fromAu-
gust 1, 2025. Now, with the
BJP’s victory in the Assembly
elections, funding under key
central schemes are expected
toresume.

TheMamataBanerjeegovernmenthadmoved theSCagainst
formerGovernorAnandaBose fordelayingassent tokeyBills. FIle

expressnewsservice
NewDelhi,May5

ADAYafter theAssembly elec-
tion resultswere announced in
fivestatesandtheBJPwonama-
jorityinWestBengalforthefirst
time,AIMIMpresidentandMP
AsaduddinOwaisisaidMuslims
reposingtheir faith forsomany
yearsinthese“so-calledsecular
parties”hasnot ensurederadi-
cationofinjusticeagainstthem.
TheHyderabadMPalsohit

out at the Opposition parties,
includingMamata Banerjee-
ledTrinamoolCongress,saying
despiteWest Bengal having a
TMC government for 15 years,
Muslims continued to live in
“abjectpoverty”inthestate.He
appealed toMuslims to create
their “ownleadership”.
In a statement onTuesday,

Owasi said: “I am of the
opinion… that these so-called
secular partieswill not be able
to stop the BJP. And we have
seen in the past. In Delhi, Mr
Kejriwal tried to play footsie
with Hindutva, and the same
wasdoneinMaharashtrabyMr
UddhavThackeray’spartyand
alsotoacertainextentsoftHin-
dutvawasalsoplayedbytheer-
stwhileNCP.Wehave seen the
samebehaviourinWestBengal
byMamataBanerjeeandTMC.
Thenet result is that youdon’t
haveAAPinpowerinDelhide-
spiteadoptingarealHindutva.”
Attacking theTMC,he said

there would have been devel-
opmentinWestBengalhadthe
party treated “Muslims as
citizensandnotasavotebank”.

He alleged that the “whole
creationofMamataBanerjeeas
liberal,secularleaderisnotseen
there(Bengal)”.“Therewashuge
anti-incumbency over there. I
reiteratemypointthattheMus-
lims should try to create their
own political, independent
leadership. Your vote is getting
wasted.You’recastingyourvotes
infavourofthesesocalledsecu-
larparties.Theyarenot secular
and theyhave failed to stop the
BJP,”saidtheAIMIMchief.
TheAIMIMhadcontested11

seatsinBengal—mostlyconsti-
tuencieswithasizeableMuslim
population—butdrewablank
onallofthem.Outofthe11seats,
thepartymanaged to getmore
than 5,000 votes on just two
seats—Raghunathganj (5,885
votes)andKandi(22,976votes).
“Thepeople ofWestBengal

havegivenpowertotheBJP.We
have to respect thatdecision. It
isthepeople'sdecision,”hesaid.
Appealing to the Muslim

communitytocreatetheir“own
leadership”, Owaisi said it was
“hightime”theydidit.“Atleast
you will have a voice to raise
againstmarginalisation. You
will have leadership to talk
aboutinjustice,”hesaid.

so-calledsecularparties
can’t stopBJp:Owaisi
pitchesMuslimleaders

With Cong, Left,
IsF, aJUp cutting
into TMC’s
Muslim base, and
BJp pushing for
polarisation,
TMC’s tally dips
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Muslimsmakeupover27%ofWestBengal’s population. PtI

AIMIMchiefAsaduddinOwaisi

rendezvous inKolKata:
Former Indian skipperSourav
Gangulywith theBJPMLA from
Kushinagar,UP, PNPathak. The
BJPMLAposted thephotoonX
andwrote: “Today, inKolkata, a
cordialmeetingwith former
Indian teamcaptainMrSourav
Ganguly ji.”

TMC flagsandposters fill a lane in theKalighat areaofKolkataonTuesday, adayafterMamataBanerjee lost fromherhome turf . ParthaPaul

Kolkata
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ARiES (MAR 21 - ApR 20):Bewise anddon't challenge
authority figures today. Youwon'twin. This is definitely the
day to think for yourself, especially about choosing your
battles. Tonight: You're obvious.

tAuRuS (ApR 21 - MAy 21):This is a tenseday for dis-
cussions about controversial subjects likepolitics, religion
and racial issues. Youalsomight bechallenged in situ-
ations related to the lawormedicine.Gogently. Tonight:
Learn somethingnew.

GEMiNi (MAy 22 - JuNE 21):Financial discussionswill
definitely present a squeezeplay for you today. Someone
older,more experiencedor in authoritywill tell youwhy
somethingcan't bedone.Doyour planning, but play your
cards close to your chest. Tonight: Check your finances.

CANCER (JuNE 22 - July 23):Relationswith spouses,
partners andclose friendsmight be strained todaybe-
causepeople are critical or cold. Thismakes you feel out of
touchwith others. Let this go. This is a fleetingdark cloud
onyour horizon. Tonight: Cooperate.

lEo (July 24 - AuG 23):Health issues, aswell as chal-
lenges atwork,might arise todaybecause someone is criti-
cal or uncooperative. Avoid controversial subjects. They
will be abummer. Someonemight quit today. Staybusy
andpositive. Tonight:Get organised; focusonapet.

ViRGo (AuG 24 - SEp 23):This is a toughday for relating
to your kids, aswell as for romantic relationships, because
the vibes are negative. People feel disconnectedor disap-
provingof eachother. Your perspective is distorted today.
Tonight: Take it easy.

libRA (SEp 24 - oCt 23):You like toget alongwith
others,which iswhy thismight feel like a challengingday
for you. Peoplemight not beparticularly friendly. You
might have to saygoodbye to someone. Tonight: Listen.

SCoRpio (oCt 24 - NoV 23):Becareful about falling
into negative thinking about yourself today. This is not real.
Things lookworse than they are today. If youwork hard,
you'll feel better. Tonight: Speak clearly.

SAGittARiuS (NoV 24 - DEC 22): Financial issues look
tight today. You'd rather save yourmoney. In addition to
which, your kidsmight feel like an increased responsibility.
The truth is that things are actually better than they look
today. Tonight: Check yourmoney andpossessions.

CApRiCoRN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Life looksworse than it
is today. Keep this inmindand remindyourself to stayposi-
tive. Sometimeshappiness is a state ofmind; it's a choice.
Youmight feel hurt, slightedor separated froma family
member today. Tonight: You're strong.

AQuARiuS (JAN 21 - FEb 19):Homeand family are your
focus, and today youwant to socialise. For some reason,
you feel cut off fromothers,which iswhy youmight seek
solitude.Don't listen to criticism. It's not real. Things look
worse than they are today. Tonight: Solitude.

piSCES (FEb 20 - MAR 20):Youmight bedisappointed in
a friend today. Theymight fail to respond to your needs.
Youmight even feel cut off fromsomeone. Possibly this re-
lates to financialmatters or something youown. Let it go,
because this is a negative confusion today.
Tonight: Friendships.

lrOYalstars BygeoRgIanIColslCrOsswOrd 5981

ACRoSS
1address for delivery? (6)
4 it never rains but it pours (6)
9Frenchman leavingumbrella
unfurled gets complaint (7)
10Possibly thepresent state of
anervousperson (5)
11Thechairman’s seat? (5)
12Strain seenwhena row takes
a long time (7)
13Descriptive of a
sophisticatedgeography
master? (7-4)
18bird inboxon line
(7)
20he’snobetter off for
changing roles (5)
22 it’s taken for grantedat ten
to ten in themorning (5)
23Oneobject in rent is
investment (7)
24Material backing (6)
25 it’s acceptedas a sin (6)

DoWN
1Tensiondisturbed rest on
board (6)
2be sentup tobed, having
gone into adecline (5)
3Officer cut off inpass (7)
5Dispatched to the interior? (5)
6Oneaddresses one’s remarks
to them (3,4)
7Work’s for degrees?Theones
herehavepoint (6)
8Laws forwell-adjustednon-
dancers (11)
14eggs turn into cheers (7)
15Leaving things late? (7)
16aship taking trouble in
attack (6)
17Put in aboxandcartedoff
(6)
19Upright type— likebrutus?
(5)
21Kid said tohavebeen
influenced (5)
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soluTIons CRosswoRD5980aCRoss: 1 Facades, 5 Judge, 8
Condescending, 9 Sorts, 10Netting, 11 Skiers, 12 Ragged, 15Allowed, 17
Sacks, 19 Finishingpost, 20 Elsie, 21 SkilledDown: 1 Focus, 2Canary Islands,
3Dresser, 4 Second, 5 Janet, 6Driving school, 7 Engaged, 11 Snafle, 13
Assegai, 14Admits, 16Waste, 18 Sited

soluTIons:Heels,Honer,Glossy,Bovine
answeR:Theworldisfullofobviousthingswhichnobodybyanychanceever
observes.—SherlockHolmes

Givenbeloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake
properwords andmove themto the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shadedcircles and jumble themtoget the
answer for the givenquip.

theworld is full of obvious thingswhichnobodybyanychance
ever ____.—SherlockHolmes (8)

Difficultylevel2s
instructions

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, everydigit from
1 to9must appear in
eachof thenine vertical
columns, in eachof the
ninehorizontal rows
and in eachof thenine
boxes.

Difficultylevel
1s =Very easy; 2s =easy;
3s =Medium;4s =hard;
5s =Veryhard;
6s =Genius
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lmarvin ByToMaRMsTRong

lCalvin&hObbes ByBIllwaTTeRson

lOverthehedge ByMIChaelFRy&TlewIs
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13(2) Notice
Date:
30.04.2026 /

/
NPA Date:
10.04.2026

Mrs. Chaitali
Das

Borrower:
Mrs. Chaitali Das
49B, Dhakuria
Station Road,
Dhakuria
Kolkata-700031

Demand Notice u/s 13 (2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 issued by theBank of Baroda asSecuredCreditor against the followingBorrower:

DEMAND NOTICE

PrimarySecurity:
EquitableMortgage ofResidential Flat being no. F - 4 on the
3rd Floor measuring super built-up area 839 Sq. ft. more or
less, together with undivided proportionate share of land
measuring about 06 Cottahs 06 Chittack 02 Sq. ft., be the
same a little more or less, lying and situated at Mouza-
Baikunthapur. J.L. no. 37, comprised in R.S. Dag no. 313
corresponding to L.R. Dag no. 513 under R.S. Khatian no.
1835 corresponding to L.R. Khatian nos. 4130, 2457, 815,
within the local limits of Rajpur- Sonarpur Municipality,
being Holding no. 117, Rakhal Ghosh Road, under Ward
no. 18, P.S. Sonarpur, District- South 24Parganas, Pincode
- 700149
The Land is Butted and Bounded By:-
On the North: Vacant Land, On the South: 18, Rakhal
Ghosh Road, On the East: Vacant Land, On the West:
Math.

You have committed default in repayment of credit facility mentioned above with further interest at the agreed rate availed from our
branch as mentioned in the above. The bank has issued notice under the said Act to you to repay the outstanding amount in the
above mentioned table. The Demand Notices sent to borrower’s by registered post has been returned unserved. You are
called upon to pay the dues together with interest within 60 days from the date of this notice failing which bank will be constrained to
exercise right of Enforcement of Security interest as against the secured assets given in the schedule of Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002. This notice is without prejudice to any other right
remedyavailable to thebank including initiationof legalaction.
We invite your attention to sub-section 13 of the said Act in terms of which you are barred from transferring any of the secured
assets referred to in para 1 above by way of sale, lease or otherwise (other than in the ordinary course of business), without
obtaining our prior written consent. We may add that non-compliance with the above provision contained in section 13(13) of the
saidAct, is an offence punishable under section 29 of theAct.
We further invite your attention to sub section (8) of section 13 of the saidAct in terms of which youmay redeem the secured assets,
if the amount of dues together with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank is tendered by you, at any time before the
date of publication of notice for public auction/inviting quotations/tender /private treaty. Please note that after publication of the
notice as above, your right to redeem the secured assetswill not be available.

address

BarodaHome Loan /
Limit:Rs.30,00,000.00 /
Rateof Interest:
7.80% p.a. /
Amount outstanding as
on 28.04.2026 :
Rs. 29,48,162.00 + un
applied interest

CHAKRABERIA BRANCH

Date of Notice /
Account Name /

NPA Date

Name & Address
of Borrower

Nature and type of facility /
Limit / Rate of Interest /
Amount Outstanding

Security Agreement with
brief description of Securities

Date: 06.05.2026, Place: Kolkata Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda

45/2, Chakraberia Road (South), Kolkata - 700025
E-mail: chakra@bankofbaroda.bank.in

Shubhajit Roy
NewDelhi,May5

aDay after three indian na-
tionals inUaewere injured in
a fire caused by an iranian
dronestrike inFujairah,Prime
Minister narendra Modi
“strongly condemned the at-
tacks” and said targeting civil-
ians and infrastructure was
“unacceptable”.

inaseparatestatement,the
Ministry of external affairs
called for the “immediate ces-
sation of these hostilities and
the targeting of civilian infra-
structure and innocent civil-
ians”.

Monday’s incident at the

Fujairah Petroleum industries
Zone (FOiZ) signalled rising
tensionsintheregionalongthe
Straitofhormuzamidafragile
ceasefire involving the US, is-
raelandiran.

OnTuesday,too,Uaeauth-
orities said their air defences
were interceptingmissilesand
drones fromiran.

in a post on X, Modi said:
“Stronglycondemntheattacks
on theUae that resulted in in-
juriestothreeindiannationals.
Targeting civilians and infra-
structureisunacceptable.india
stands in firm solidarity with
theUaeand reiterates its sup-
portforthepeacefulresolution
of all issues through dialogue

anddiplomacy.”
hesaid,“ensuringsafeand

unimpeded navigation
throughtheStraitofhormuzis
vital for enduring regional
peace, stability and global
energysecurity.”

earlier,Mea spokesperson
RandhirJaiswalsaidtheattack
“thatresultedininjurytothree
indian nationals is unaccept-
able”.“indiacontinuestostand
fordialogueanddiplomacy...so
thatpeaceandstabilitymaybe
restored acrossWest asia.We
also call for free and unim-
peded navigation and com-
merce through the Strait of
hormuz inkeepingwith inter-
national law,”hesaid.

3IndiansinUAEinjured
inIrandronestrike,PM
saysit is ‘unacceptable’

Cabinet approves Bill to increase
SC judges strength from 34 to 38
Express News Service
NewDelhi,May5

aheaD OF the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, the
UnionCabinet onTuesday ap-
proved a bill to increase the
strength of judges in the Su-
premeCourt from the existing
34to38.

highly placed sources said
Chief Justice of india Surya
Kanthad recommended to the
government inMarchthisyear
to increase the strength of
judgessothatapermanentcon-
stitution bench can be put in
place.

With a host of constitution
benchmatters pending hear-
ing, the CJi is learnt to have
flaggedtheshortageofjudgesto
hear regular matters as and
whenthesebenchesaresetup.

a nine-judge bench of the
court is currently hearing con-
stitutionalquestionsarisingout

of the Sabarimala reviewpeti-
tions. TheCJi had earlier indi-
cated that soon after the hear-
ing is completed, he will
constituteaconstitutionbench
tohear7-judgebenchmatters.

in a statement, the govern-
ment said theCabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister narendra
Modi, approved the Supreme
Court (number of Judges)
amendment bill, 2026, which
seeks to amend the Supreme
Court (number of Judges) act,
1956,toincreasethestrengthof
thecourtbyfour.Currently,the
actprovidesforamaximumof
33judgesoftheSupremeCourt,
excluding the Chief Justice of
india(CJi).Theamendmentin-
creases that to 37 judges, ex-
cludingtheCJi.

“Theincreaseinthenumber
of Judges will allow the Su-
premeCourt to functionmore
efficiently and effectively, en-
suring speedy justice. The ex-

penditure on salary of Judges
and supporting staff and other
facilities will bemet from the
Consolidated Fund of india,”
thegovernmentsaid.

Welcoming the move,
Union home Minister amit
Shah said it will boost speedy
justice, provide relief to poor
andremotepetitioners,andex-
pedite the resolutionof consti-
tutionalmatters. UnionMin-
ister ashwini Vaishnaw said a
bill will be brought in the next
session of Parliament to raise
theapexcourt'sstrengthbyfour
judges.

The Supreme Court cur-
rently has a strength of 32
judges,withatleastfourjudges
expectedtoretirein2026.While
JusticeRajeshbindalretiredin
april, Justices JKMaheshwari
andPankajMithal are set to re-
tire in June, Justice Sanjay
Karol will retire inaugust and
JusticeSatishSharmawillretire

in november. effectively, the
SC Collegium headed by CJi
Kantwill have tomake at least
nine recommendations this
year,ifthebilliscleared.hehas
atenuretillFebruary2027.

The last time the strength
of thecourtwas increasedwas
in 2019, when an amendment
raised it from30 to 33, exclud-
ing theCJi.Originally, theact
had provided for amaximum
of10judges,excludingtheCJi,
which was increased to 13 in
1960and then 17 in 1977.

“The working strength of
the Supreme Court was, how-
ever, restrictedto15Judgesby
the Cabinet, excluding the
Chief Justice of india, till the
end of 1979, when the restric-
tion was withdrawn at the re-
quest of the Chief Justice of
india,” thegovernment said.

The strength was further
increased in 1986, 2008
and2019.

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi,May5

TheCenTReonTuesday ap-
provedRs5,659.22 crore for the
MissionforCottonProductivity
(2026–27to2030–31)andhiked
theFairandRemunerativePrice
(FRP) of sugarcane for 2026-27
(October-September) toRs 365
perquintalfromRs355.accord-
ing to anofficial statement, the
UnionCabinet,chairedbyPrime
Minister narendra Modi, ap-
provedRs5,659.22croreforcot-
ton productivity to “address
bottlenecks, declining growth
andquality concerns in india’s
cottonsector”.

“The(cotton)Missionenvis-
ages toaccomplish theproduc-
tionof498lakhbales(170kglint
each)ofcottonbyenhancinglint
productivity from440kg/ha to
755kg/haby2031,”saidthestate-
ment.accordingtotheMinistry
of agriculture, india’s cotton
production stoodat 290.91 lakh
bales during 2025-26,withMa-

harashtra,Gujarat, Telangana,
KarnatakaandRajasthanthetop
fiveproducersinthecountry.

approximately 32 lakh
farmerswill benefit, leading to
self-reliance,saidthestatement,
addingthatthisisamilestonein
making thecountry self-reliant
inthecottonsector.

accordingtothestatement,
the cottonmissionwill be im-
plemented by theMinistry of
agriculture and FarmersWel-
fareandMinistryofTextiles,in-
volving 10 institutes of indian
Council of agricultural Re-
search (iCaR), one institute of
CouncilforScientificandindus-
trial Research (CSiR) and 10
centresofallindiaCoordinated
Research Project (aiCRPs) on
cotton operating in different
StateagriculturalUniversities
(SaUs)ofmajorcottongrowing
states.

UnionagricultureMinister
Shivraj SinghChouhan termed
thedecisiona “historic step to-
wardsrevivingcottonsector”.

Govt nod to Rs 5,659 cr
for five-year mission to
increase cotton yield

KanchanVasdev
Chandigarh,May5

ChieF MiniSTeR bhagwant
MannTuesdaymet President
DroupadiMurmu and sought
theterminationofmembership
of six Rajya Sabha MPs from
PunjabwhodefectedtothebJP,
sayingtheiractwasa"mockery"
and "murder" of the Constitu-
tion. Mann's meeting with
Murmucamesoonafter fourof
the sixMPs, includingRaghav
Chadha,RajinderGupta,ashok
Mittal and Sandeep Pathak,
calledonthePresidentandsub-
mittedarepresentationalleging
harassment and "politically
motivated"actionagainst them
by thePunjab government fol-
lowingtheirexitfromaaP.

TheaaPsufferedamajorjolt
onapril24,whenwhensevenof
its10RajyaSabhamembersquit
andmergedwith thebJP. The
otherthreeincludedharbhajan
Singh, Vikramjit Sahney and
SwatiMaliwal.

barringMaliwal, all others
were fromPunjab.RajyaSabha
ChairmanCPRadhakrishnan
later officially accepted their
mergerwith thebJP, reducing
theaaP'sstrengthintheUpper
houseofParliamenttothree.

Mann,whoreachedDelhiac-
companiedbymore than85of
theparty's94MLas, submitted
amemorandumtothePresident
carrying 95 signatures.During
themeeting,heemphasisedthe
need for anamendment in the
Constitution, toallowpeople to
exercise the right to recall their
electedrepresentatives.hesaid
the President assuredhim she
wouldconsultConstitutionalex-

pertsbeforeresponding.
incidentally, itwasChadha

who, as anaaPMP,had called
forsuchameasure.Speakingin
ParliamentinFebruary,Chadha
hadarguedfortheintroduction
of a 'right to recall'mechanism,
whichwouldempowervotersto
removeelected representatives
before the expiration of their
five-yeartermiftheydonotper-
formeffectively.

PresidentDroupadiMurmubeing felicitatedbyPunjabChief
MinisterBhagwantMannduringameetingatRashtrapati Bhavan
onTuesday. PTI

Merger or defection? CM of Punjab,
Chadha meet Murmu over legal status

Dheeraj Mishra
NewDelhi,May5

TheCabineTCommittee on
economicaffairs onTuesday
approved the constructionof a
shiprepair facilityatVadinar in
Gujarat.

Theprojectwillbejointlyim-
plemented byDeendayal Port
authority (DPa) and Cochin
ShipyardLimited(CSL)atacost
ofRs1,570crore.alongwiththis,
the Cabinet also approved the
multitrackingof three key rail-
waysectionscovering19districts
insixstatesatacostofRs23,437
crore. in the ship repair facility,
twofloatingdrydocks(FDDs)of
300metreseachwillbecreated
for the repair andmaintenance
oflargevessels.Thesitewillhave
over14-metre-deepnaturaldraft
(depth ofwater) to accommo-
date large vessels for
maintenance.

Centreokays
Gujaratshipyard,3
railprojectstoease
upcongestion

Kolkata



CongseemswillingasVijayreaches
out;MamatareturnsRahulgesture
ManojCg
NewDelhi,May5

haVINg sUFFEREDmorale-
sappingdefeatsintherecentas-
sembly elections, bickering
INDIabloc alliescongress and
Trinamool congress sent out
first signals of rapprochement
Tuesday. at the same time, a
rupture in ties between the
DmK and congress in Tamil
Naduseemstobeonthecards.

after ameeting chaired by
congresspresidentmallikarjun
Kharge, andattendedbyRahul
gandhi andaIcc in-charge of
TamilNadugirishchodankar,
congress general secretary (or-
ganisation)KcVenugopalindi-
catedTuesdayevening that the
partywasreadytosupportTVK
president Vijay, the surprise
winnerof theTamilNaduelec-
tions,toformagovernment.Ve-
nugopalsaidthepartywas“clear
thatthemandateinTamilNadu
was for a secular government
committed to protecting the
constitution”,andthatitshould
keepout“BJPanditsproxies”.

“Thiru Vijay has spoken
aboutdrawinginspirationfrom
perunthalaivar Kamaraj also.
accordingly, the congress
leadership has directed the
TNcc to take a final decision…
keeping inview the sentiments
of thestatereflectedintheelec-
toralverdict,”hesaid.soonafter,
a meeting of the TNcc was
calledbychodankaroverZoom

onTuesdaynight to decide on
thematter.gandhi is known to
havebeeninfavourofapre-poll
alliancewiththeTVK,andisre-
portedtohavemadehisunhap-
pinesswithKharge known for
havingpushedtheparty to stay
on with the DmK, which lost
powertofinishadistantsecond
in the state.With 108 seats, the
TVK is 10 short of amajority in
the 234-member Tamil Nadu
assembly;congresshas5mLas.

sourcessaidasectionofthe
congress leadership in Tamil
Nadu aswell as newly elected
mLasfavourextendingsupport
to the TVK.While a TVK-con-
gressdealmaypromptan irate
DmKtodistanceitself fromthe
INDIa bloc, those in the pro-
Vijay camp say the congress
can’t“goagainstthesentiments
ofyouths”inTamilNadu,orig-
nore therealityof the2029Lok

sabha elections. The party has
9mPscurrently fromthestate.

one solution being con-
sideredtoplacatetheDmKisab-
stainingfromvotingwhenVijay
takes amajority test in theas-
sembly. In contrastwithTamil
Nadu’s new strains stood the
congress’s strikingoutreach to
theTmc,withgandhi himself
tweetingassoonastheresultsin
Bengal confirmed themamata
Banerjee-ledparty’sbigdefeatat
thehandsoftheBJP.Thetiesbe-
tween the congress and Tmc
havebeenfrayedforawhile,and
had been further strained by
gandhi’s attacks on mamata
personally during the Bengal
campaign.however,monday,
gandhiwasoneof the firstop-
position leaders toendorsema-
mata’s“voteloot”claims.While
thankingthepeopleofKeralafor
itsmandatetothecongressand

congratulatingVijay,heposted:
“assam and Bengal are clear
casesof thepollbeingstolenby
BJPwith the support of theEc.
Weagreewithmamata ji. over
100seatswerestoleninBengal.”

Linking it to thecongress’s
previousclaims,whichinciden-
tally not all INDIa bloc allies
havebeenonboardwith,gan-
dhisaid:“Wehaveseenthisplay-
bookbefore:madhyaPradesh,
haryana, maharashtra, Lok
sabha 2024 etc.” gandhi, who
followed up this post with a
phonecall tomamataaswellas
Vijay, was silent on theDmK’s
defeat, including the loss per-
sonallyofmKstalin,withwhom
heoncesharedacloserapport.

onTuesday,inanotherpost,
gandhi signalled to congress
leadersthattheelectoralwrang-
lingwiththeTmcwastobeput
behind.“someinthecongress,
and others, are gloating about
Tmc’sloss.Theyneedtounder-
standthisclearly—thetheftof
theassamandBengalmandate
isabig step forwardby theBJP
in itsmissiontodestroy Indian
democracy…This is not about
one party or another. This is
about India,”hesaid.

InKolkata,mamatasignaled
aturntoo,sayinginherfirstpost-
result press conference, held
Tuesday, that she had spoken
withbothsoniaandRahul,and
thatseveral INDIablocleaders,
including the sP’s akhilesh
Yadav, Jmm’shemant soren,

RJD’sTejashwiYadav,aaP’sar-
vind Kejriwal, and shiv sena
(UBT)’sUddhavThackeray,had
reachedout toher in solidarity.
manyof themhadcampaigned
fortheTmcduringthepolls.ak-
hilesh may travel to Kolkata
Wednesdaytomeetmamata.

mamata asserted that she
would focus on strengthening
theopposition alliance at the
nationallevel—atie-upshehas
earlier expressedunhappiness
with often. In 2024, the Tmc
chief hadhinted that thecon-
gressshouldnotassumeitselfas
thenatural leader of the INDIa
bloc. “I formed the INDIabloc,
nowit isuptothose leadingthe
fronttomanageit…Iwouldjust
say that everyone needs to be
takenalong,”shesaidinaTVin-
terview.asked if shecould take
charge of the bloc, she said: “If
given the opportunity, Iwould
ensureitssmoothfunctioning.”

Thequick recalibrations by
the INDIa bloc parties since
monday show that they realise
theallianceisonthebrinkafter
thedefeatofmamata’sTmcand
stalin’s DmK — two of the
strongest regional and founda-
tional pillars of theopposition
bloc. another INDIa consti-
tuent, the Left, has no govern-
ment anywhere in India in
nearly five decades. The con-
gresscanbarelytakesolacefrom
the Kerala win as it coincided
withabatteringinassamandall
of twoseats inWestBengal.

TheDayAfter
BJPsupporters removeTMCflags in theTollyganj constituency following theparty’swin in the
WestBengalAssemblyelections, inKolkataonTuesday. PTI

MamataBanerjeewithAbhishek inKolkataonTuesday. ParThaPauL
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Verdict 2026
ThE INDIAN ExPrESS

‘Congress was divided over
alliance with Vijay… party
president took final call’

ThEcoNgREss’s Lok sabha
whipManickamTagore,who
is an mP from Tamil Nadu,
weighsinontheassemblyelec-
tion results. The outcome, he
tellsManojCG,wasasmucha
verdict against the DmK-led
governmentasitwasarejection
of “entry of hate into Tamil
Nadu”.actorVijay,whoseTVK
emerged as the single-largest
party,didnotalignwiththeBJP,
he says, and that the congress
“shoulddowhatever it takes to
protect the secular space of
TamilNadu”. Excerpts:

Whatwentwrongwith
theDMK-ledalliance in
TamilNadu?

The vote was against the
government. People voted
against the government. and
DmKwas the ruling party.We
were alliance partners. We
were not in the government.
and people voted us out; col-
lateral damage happened to
us.Thesamealliancethatwon
the Parliament election could
not win the assembly elec-
tions.Theonlydifferencewas
the government and the
emergenceof theTVK.

Couldyourallianceand
partynotsensetherewasa
sentimentagainst the
government?

When the BJP changed its
state president in 2025 and
sealed the alliancewithEdap-
padiKPalaniswami (aIaDmK
leader), thestylewithwhichmr
amitshahdiditwasnotaccept-
abletothepeopleofTamilNadu.
andthatemergenceofmrVijay
wascertainbythattime.andthe
surge on the ground startedby
thattime.andhewasabletoget
alotofsupportfromtheyoung-
stersandfromallothersections.
hehasbrokenbarriers of caste
andcommunities.agewas the
onlybarrier.Bythattime,hewas
getting the support of people
belowtheageof45.andthathas
translatedintovotesnow.

Areyousuggestingthere
wasasentimentagainst
theDMK,but theAIADMK
couldnotreapitsbenefit
dueto itsalliancewith
theBJP?AndwasVijay
thebeneficiary?

InTamilNadu,therewasal-
ways an alternative to Kazha-

gampolitics,aspaceofaround
40% (of voters). sixty per cent
of the space was occupied by
both the Dravida Kazhagams.
The congress tried to occupy
that(40%)spacein1989.mrVi-
jayakanth tried for that space
sometime back in 2006. after
that, nobody has tried for that
space sincerely. and this time,
wehadapopularpersonandhe
wasabletoconnectwithpeople
en masse. and therefore, he
wasable tobring thatchange.

Therewasatalk inthe
Congressacoupleof
monthsagothat theparty
shouldallywiththeTVK.
Wouldthathavechanged
thesituation?

I don't think thatwe should
lookatitthatway.Thecongress
isa 140-year-oldparty.Wehave
aprocessinplace.Whenwetake
decisionslikethis,thereisacon-
sultativeprocess.Thatconsulta-
tion processwas there. I agree
there was a divided opinion.
Whenouropinionswere taken,
weexpressedouropinionswith
data. Butwhensomeofourcol-
leagueshaddifferent opinions
andwhen the congress presi-
denthad to takea final call, the
congress president took a call
with the true intention that it
would help our party. I don’t
thinkthatweshouldgointothat
partnow.Weareclearthatthere
were twoopinions at that time.
Butwhen a decision has to be
takenbetweenthetwoopinions,
oneopinionhastobetaken.

TheTVKisshortof the
halfwaymark.Shouldthe
Congresssupport theTVK?

Theelectionhasgivenaclear
verdict. There was the NDa
wheremrmodi,mramit shah
andPalaniswamiweretogether.
Peoplehave rejected themand

they have reduced their
numbers. The BJPwhich had
four mLas has now been re-
duced to 1. TheaIaDmK tally
hasalsocomedown.Inmyview,
peoplehaverejectedtheentryof
hateintoTamilNadu.Wefought
inprogressive alliancewith the
DmK, Left parties and others.
our alliance has lost now. The
TVKhasemergedas thesingle-
largestparty,whichhasalsonot
alignedwith theBJP. Ithasalso
defeatedtheBJPandthepolitics
of hate in TamilNadu. There-
fore, we think that the secular
spaceinTamilNaduisback.The
congress shoulddowhatever it
takestoprotectthesecularspace
of TamilNadu. Therefore, the
mLashavealsobeenconsulted.
Thecongress chief has spoken
toallofus;heandtheleadership
willtakeacall.

If theCongressoffers
support to theTVK,will
thatmeanarupture inties
withDMK?

Weare fighting against the
BJPand theRss, ideologically.
ourfightisagainstthem.InKe-
rala,communistsandthecon-
gressfighteachother.InBengal,
theTmcandthecongressfight
eachother. Butweare together
in our fight against the BJP at
thenational level. here also in
TamilNadu,weareseeinganew
partywhichhas fought against
theBJP.Therefore,we are very
clear that that kind of secular
politics should also be sup-
portedbyallkindsofforces.

So,at thenational level, the
DMKandtheCongresscan
stillbepartof theINDIA
blocandinthestate, it can
support theTVK?

Thecongresspresidenthas
to take that call. I was giving
you instances of Kerala and
Bengal.Wehavepoliticaldiffer-
ences in states, butwe fight to-
gether at the national level. In
Bengal, we have different
spaces, but we are together in
Delhi. These are all places and
states where we fight among
ourselves. But like that, in
TamilNadualso, thereisanew
party which is occupying that
space.Wedon’twanttosuspect
that party. We think that the
secular space should be pro-
tectedandweshouldnotcom-
promiseonthat ideology.

ExprEss
interview

MaNiCKaMTagoRe
CongrEssMP

CRajaMohan
NewDelhi,May5

ThEBJP’s rise inWest Bengal
and consolidation in assam
presents a rare political oppor-
tunity to revitalise India’s en-
gagementwithitseasternneigh-
bourhood.

atthesametime,leadership
transitions inDhakaandKath-
mandu offer Prime minister
Narendramodiachancetorevi-
sitIndia’sregionalpolicy.Forthe
first time in years, the political
geography within India and
across its easternperiphery are
inalignmentwithanambitious
regionalagenda.

Electionshavepolitical
consequences;whenthey
occurinborderstates,they
also have foreign policy
implications.Divergences
between the centre and
border states have long
complicatedIndia’sneighbour-
hoodpolicy.

Nowherehasthisbeenmore
evident than in West Bengal,
assam,andTamilNadu,where
local political calculationshave
oftenclashedwithnational for-
eignpolicypriorities.overtime,
regional leaders in bordering
stateshaveoftenbecomediplo-
maticspoilers,withaneffective
veto over Delhi’s external en-
gagementwith neighbouring
countries.

on the face of it, the align-
mentofpoliticalpowerbetween
thecentreandkeystatescreates
themeans for better coordina-
tionof local andnational inter-
ests. Yet the problem is not
merely political; it is rooted in
geography.Unlikerelationswith
distantpowers,diplomacywith
neighbours directly affects
people intheborderlands.That

local andnational perceptions
divergeisnotunnatural.manag-
ing this tension requires sus-
tainedpolitical tendingof bor-
derlands onDelhi’s part and a

deeper accommoda-
tionof state-level con-
cernswithin national
strategy.

The United Pro-
gressivealliance(UPa)
government struggled

withseriousinternalcontradic-
tions.Between2004and2014,a
dividedcongress found itdiffi-
culttoseizeinternationaloppor-
tunities. Primeministerman-
mohan singh, for instance,
faced intensedomestic opposi-
tion, including inhisownparty
andcoalition, over the civil nu-
clearagreementwiththeUnited
states. somuch so that hewas
forcedtowinanunprecedented
confidence vote in Parliament
onaforeignpolicyissue.

Neighbourhooddiplomacy
wasno less contested. InTamil
Nadu, state congress leaders
constrainedDelhi’sengagement
with sri Lanka over electoral
considerations. InWestBengal,
chiefministermamataBanerjee
emergedasadecisiveconstraint
on India’s eastern diplomacy.
Politics inassamhaslongcom-
plicatedtieswithBangladesh.

During his second term,
manmohansinghattemptedan
ambitious reset with Bangla-
deshinpartnershipwithsheikh
hasina. The agendawas com-
prehensive: settling the land
boundary, addressing security
concerns suchas terrorism, re-
solvingwater-sharingdisputes,
expanding trade, and restoring
pre-Partitionconnectivity.

Thiseffort,however,faltered
at a critical moment. During
singh’svisittoDhakainseptem-
ber 2011, the proposed agree-
ment on sharing the Teesta
waters could not be inked
thanks to the last-minutewith-
drawal of Banerjee’s political
consent. This was despite the
fact thatWest Bengal govern-
menthadbeencloselyinvolved
inthetalksoverTeesta.Yet,there
was no escaping the fact ma-
mata’swhimssharplycurtailed
Delhi’sdiplomaticoptionswith
one of India’smost important
neighbours.

TheUPa government also
facedresistancefromtheBJPon
ratifying the Land Boundary
agreement (LBa)withBangla-
desh.Foratime,itappearedthat
domestic political divisions
would indefinitely delay ahis-
toric settlement on long-con-
tested post-partition bound-
aries. This impassewasbroken
after Narendra modi became
primeministerin2014.overrul-
ingearlieroppositionwithinthe
BJP,modideclaredthatasettled
boundarywithBangladeshisin
India’s national interest and
pushedthroughtheratification
andimplementationoftheLBa.
he also accepted the interna-
tional arbitration awardon the
maritimeboundarywithBang-
ladesh.

Thesestepshelpedinaugur-

atewhatmodihimselfdescribed
as a “golden chapter” in India-
Bangladeshrelations.Theextra-
ordinarymomentum in bilat-
eral relations after 2014 was
disrupted by sheikhhasina’s
ousterin2024.Theinterimgov-
ernment led by muhammad
Yunus signalled significantde-
parture from the direction of
travel in the previous decade.
however, the new leadership
underTariqueRahmanhassig-
naled a clear desire to restore
positiveengagementwithIndia.

Parallel to bilateral efforts,
modisoughttoadvancesub-re-
gionalcooperationwithBangla-
desh, Bhutan, andNepal after
thefailureofthesaaRcsummit
in2014.Today,theBJP’ssurgein
the north east and the emerg-
ence of new leaders in Dhaka
andKathmandu provides the
basis fora fresheffortat sub-re-
gionalism.

Yet theburdenof rebuilding
regionalcooperationcannotrest
onDelhialone.Thenewgovern-
mentsinDhakaandKathmandu
mustalsobepreparedtorethink
regionalism in theeastern sub-
continent. Evenbefore the re-
cent electoral outcomes,Delhi
hadbegunsignallingitsintentto
reinvigorateneighbourhoodpol-
icy.atarecentconclaveofIndian
envoys,modireaffirmedtheim-
portanceofthe“Neighbourhood
First”policy,withasharperem-
phasisontradeandconnectivity.
Thechallenges,however,remain
formidable.But thebroader re-
gional vision thatmodi articu-
lated over the past decade re-
mainsrelevant.
(C. RajaMohan is contributingeditor
on international affairs for The Indian
Express.Heisalsoassociatedwiththe
Motwani Jadeja InstituteofAmerican
Studies,JindalGlobalUniversity,Delhi)

E.

BJP’s Eastern mandate could help Delhi
open new foreign policy doors in region

ExternalAffairsMinister S
JaishankarwithhisBangladesh
counterpartKhalilurRahman in
NewDelhi lastmonth. PTI FILE

PushkarBanakar
&LalmaniVerma
NewDelhi,Lucknow,May5

ThEsamaJWaDIParty’s (sP)
proposed tie-upwith political
consultancy firmI-Pacfor the
2027 Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections has fallen through,
amid amix of legal troubles,
electoralsetbacks,andinternal
reservations within the party,
TheIndianExpresshas learnt.

sources in I-Pac said the
agreement,finalisedearlierthis
year, was now “off the table”.
Thedevelopmentscomein the
backdropof theEDarresting I-
Pac director Vinesh chandel
lastmonth in connectionwith
alleged financial irregularities
intheallegedBengalcoalsmug-
glingcasethathascastashadow
on the firm’s operations. “The
Ec raids onour offices and the
arrest of our director (Vinesh
chandel) had left the deal on
shakyground,”asourcesaid.

Themove triggered uncer-
tainty among political clients
andraisedquestionsaboutthe
firm’s ability to execute large-
scaleelectioncampaigns.

another source pointed to
the broader political context,
suggesting that recentassem-
blypolloutcomeshadalsocon-
tributed to the sP’s rethink.
“The lossof theTmcandDmK
intheassemblypollshadseem-
ingly left the sP jittery... The
credibilitywasgone, especially
after(WestBengalcm)mamata
Banerjeelostfromherownseat
byahugemargin.Thatwasthe
finalnail inthecoffin.”

Theperceptionofunderper-
formance inkey states appears
tohaveinfluencedsP’sinternal
assessmentofI-Pac’seffective-
ness.Theconsultancyhadbeen
associatedwithcampaignstrat-
egies inbothBengal andTamil
Nadu,whereelectoraloutcomes
didnot alignwithexpectations
of the parties it was advising,
sources said. In theweeks fol-
lowingtheraids, I-Pacis learnt
to have significantly scaled
down its operations inBengal,
weeksaheadofthepolls.

sources said several offices
inthestatewereeithertempor-
arilyshutorreducedtoskeletal
staff, with non-essential cam-
paignworkputonhold.There-
duced operations deepened
wedges between the Tmcand
I-Pac. multiple sources in I-
Pac confirmed that their rela-
tionswithTmcleaders soured
aftertheEDraids.“Theleaders
expected full-scale help from
us,especiallyinthedaysahead
ofpolls.however,our reduced
activityonthegroundleftthem
fuming,”asourcesaid.

The fallout had immediate
organisational consequences.
“Wehave shut our office inUP
andaround30-40peoplewho
werehiredhavebeenaskednot
to report to work,” the source
added, indicating a complete
halt topreparatoryworkfor the
sPcampaign.

aseniorofficialwithinI-Pac
acknowledgedthatmultiplefac-
tors contributed to the break-
down.“mamatawasinstrumen-
tal inhelping I-Pac secure the
sPdeal, but the arrest ofchan-
del,whowas touted to lead the
Uttar Pradeshproject, jeopard-
ised theplan,” the official said.
“also, therewas pressure from
theBJPtobackout.”Despitethe
setback,thesPisunlikelytoen-
tirely forgo professional cam-
paign support. sources said
another firm led by former I-
Pacstaffisexpectedtoassistthe
party in the run-up to the 2027
elections.

Within the sP, however,
there appears to have been
growing unease over reliance
onexternal consultants. ansP
functionary said the decision
was expected. “calling off the
tie-upwithI-Pacwasexpected
aftertheEDlastmontharrested
chandel. That created a sense
of uncertainty among sP
leaders over the future assign-
mentsofI-Pac,”theleadersaid.

Electoraloutcomesinstates
where I-Pac had been active
also played a role. “The recent
results of West Bengal and
TamilNadu,where I-Pacwas
working for the ruling parties,
ledtheparty torethinkitsdeci-
sion.Wearenotsurehowinde-
pendently that firmwould be
abletodeliverinfuture,”hesaid.
another senior sP leader
pointed to a more structural
preference within the party’s
leadership. “sP chief akhilesh
Yadavprefersfeedbackreceived
fromtheparty’sownworkerson
thegroundoverinputsfrompri-
vateagencies,”hesaid.

‘Jittery’ SP pulls plug
on I-PAC deal for UP
2027 after Bengal,
Tamil Nadu poll losses

SPchiefAkhileshYadavprefers
feedback received fromparty
workerson thegroundover
inputs fromprivateagencies,
saysa seniorparty leader

NidheeshMK
Thiruvananthapuram,
May5

Thomas Isaac,cPmveteran
and Kerala’s former Finance
minister,hadagreedtospeakon
the day theassembly election
resultscamein,andthatturned
out tobequiteaday. “Evengiv-
ing you this interview is going
out, don’t embarrass me
further,” he saidwith a smile,
askingnottobepushedhardon
difficultquestions.

Theresultshadshockedthe
Left.TheLDFhadbeenreduced
to 35 seats. TheUDF scorehad
crossedahundred.Thirteensit-
tingministers lost their seats.
Thescaleofitwas,asIsaacputit,
without a parallel. “This is the
heaviest defeat theLeftDemo-
cratic Front has ever suffered.
Therearenocomparisonsany-
whereinKerala’shistory,”the73-
year-old said. Isaac didnot try
theusualescapehatchessuchas
blaming apolitical conspiracy.
Whathekeptreturningtowasa
moreuncomfortableargument:
thatthePinarayiVijayangovern-
ment had performed excep-
tionallyandthattherulingparty
failedtomakethatperformance
countelectorally.

“The assumptionwas that
peoplewouldvote on thebasis
ofthisprogress.Butwhetherthe
politics of this progress was
taughtadequately,Idon’tknow.”
Theproblem, as he saw it,was
that by the 10th year in power,
the“extraordinaryhadbecome
ordinary”.monthly pensions,
welfare schemes – all of it had
settledintothefurnitureofdaily
life. “Peoplewere taking it for
granted. This pension, isn't it
something that comes every

month?Ithadbecomearoutine
thing.Very fewpeople remem-
bereditwasn't likethisbefore.”

A‘style’problem
Theword that kept appear-

ing in Isaac’s answers was
“style”.Inmanyconstituencies,
he said, a significantportionof
theLDF's confirmedvoterbase
either voted against them or
simply did not go out to vote.
“This is not about themgoing
overtotheUDForjoiningthem.
This is a disagreement about
style.Thatiswhattheyweresay-
ing.anditneedstobecorrected.
Withoutcorrectingthis,wecan-
notmoveforward.”Isaacwould
not comment on Pinarayi Vi-
jayantrailinginDharmadamin
theearlyrounds,thoughhewon
later.Isaacsaidthatthetenyears
ofgovernanceundertheLDFare
somethingKeralawon’t easily
getback.“Thiskindoferawillbe
verydifficultforKeralatorecre-
ate.Therewillbeagreatloss.”

Isaachadnoanswer towhy
theLDF lostalappuzha, a con-
stituency he represented for
twentyyears.hehadvisitedthe
constituency during the cam-
paign.“ThefeelingIgotwasthat
wewouldwin. Becausepeople
were responding the sameway
they always did. But the result
was different.”hepaused and
then said, "so that is nostalgia.
Wewereonlyseeingwhatwasin
ourechochamber.”

on the BJP winning three
seats inKerala and state party
chiefRajeevchandrasekharde-
feating sittingminister sivan-
kutty inNemom, Isaac said the
party’s vote share had not in-
creased. The BJP recorded an
11.4percentvoteshareinKerala.
“They have been contained
throughoutthisperiod.”

Kerala verdict protest
against ‘style’, correction
needed: CPM veteran
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‘Fake’RahulaideswindlesCong leaders foryears

aiswaryaraj
Dehradun, May5

DeHRADunpoLiCehave ar-
rested a man for allegedly
swindling Congress leaders by
posing as the private secretary
of senior party leader and
WayanadMpRahulgandhi.

Theman, identifiedasAm-
ritsar-native gaurav Kumar,
has allegedly cheated several
leaders across the country

under the pretext of securing
election tickets or positions in
theparty for them,policesaid.

on sunday, state Congress
leader Bhavna pandey alleged
that the 42-year-old accused
swindled her out of Rs 25 lakh
by promising her a position in
theparty.

policesaidthat theaccused
usedgoogletogatherinforma-
tion about senior leaders of
political parties and their as-
sociatesandcloseaides.

pandey alleged that aman
whoidentifiedhimselfasKan-
ishk singh, posing as the pri-
vatesecretaryofRahulgandhi,
demandedRs25 lakh fromher
inexchangeforsecuringanim-
portantpositionintheparty in
uttarakhand.

“To convince me, they
made me listen to people on

speakerphone, claiming they
were Harish Rawat, Harak
singh, Yashpal Arya, and ga-
nesh godiyal (senior office-
bearers).Theysaidthataround
12MLAswere staying ina five-
star hotel in Dehradun, and
theyhadbeenservingthemfor
10 days across various as-
semblies. They claimed that
the cost of their stay was Rs
22,50,000andaskedmetogive
Rs25,00,000,” shealleged.

onApril13,theaccusedsent
anassociatetoherresidenceat
Jakhan, where the individual
collected themoney in cash.
After receiving themoney, the
accusedstoppedansweringher
calls and did not return the
amount,hercomplaint said.

she claimed that other
leaders in the party received
similarphonecalls.

“in a similarmanner, they
have committed fraud in sev-
eralstates,includinggoa,Mad-
hya pradesh, uttarakhand,
Biharandothers.

“i request you to expose
such gangs so that others are
not cheated in the sameway,”
she claimed in the complaint.
Basedonthecomplaint, acase
was registeredatRajpurpolice
stationundersection318(4) of
theBharatiyanyayasanhita.

Through mobile surveil-
lance, CCTv footage, and in-
formers,theteamsgatheredin-
formationabouttheaccused.it
wasfoundthattheaccusedwas
in contact with several senior
leadersof theparty inuttarak-
handandwasscheduledtocol-
lectmoneyfromanotherparty
functionary near pacificMall,
Jakhan,onthepretextofsecur-

inga ticket,policesaid.
During questioning, police

said, he revealed he came
across details of amannamed
Kanishksingh,whohadserved
asapersonalsecretarytoRahul
gandhi from2003 to 2015 and
remainsclose tohim.

Theaccused thencreateda
Truecaller iD in the name of
Kanishk singh. He also gath-
ered detailed information
about senior leaders of the
political party from across the
country.

“in 2017, in Jaipur, he took
Rs 1.90 crore andRs 12 lakh re-
spectively fromtwo leaderson
the promise of securingMLA
tickets. in 2025, in patna, he
took Rs 3 lakh from a political
workeron thepretextof secur-
ingapartyposition,”thepolice
furtheradded.
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At the crash site in Thane district on Tuesday. ExprEss

MaharaShtra

fourkilledasSUVcollideswith
state transportbus inthane
foUrPEoPlEwerekilledaftera sportutilityvehicle (sUV)
collidedwithastate transportbus inMaharashtra'sThane
districtonTuesday,officials said.Thecrashoccurred
around11.30amatTokawde inMurbad talukaontheMur-
bad-Ahilyanagarroad, saidsagarPalsule,DivisionalCom-
missionerof theMaharashtrastateroadTransport
Corporation (MsrTC)Thanedivision.Deputy
superintendentofPolice (Murbad)Anillad informedthat
fourpeopledied in theaccident thoughtheywereyet tobe
identified.Thebodieswere sent toagovernmenthospital
forpost-mortemexamination, said thepoliceofficer. PTI

ex-GStofficial
gets 10-yrRi for
wife’sdeath
ACoUrT inUttarPradesh's
saharanpurdistricton
Mondaysentencedagoods
andservicesTax (gsT)as-
sistant commissioner to 10
years rigorous
imprisonmentafterhold-
inghimguiltyof “culpable
homicidenotamounting to
murder”and“cruelty” in
connectionwith thedeath
ofhiswifewhopurportedly
fell fromthe terraceof their
residence inNovember
2014.Theconvict,Ashwani
singh (35),whowasposted
insaharanpurat the time,
hadbeenattachedwith the
CentralgsTCommissioner-
ate inMeerut. Hewascon-
victedundersections304,
498Aand201of theIPC. ENS

tiger rescueda
weekago found
dead inPanna
ATWo-yEAr-olDmale
tiger, rescuedbarelyaweek
agoanddeclared fit,was
founddead inside the
PannaTigerreserveon
Tuesday, raising the tiger
death toll inMadhya
Pradesh thisyear to28. The
animalhadbeencaptured
onApril 26 fromTara
village in theAmanganj
buffer rangeafter it strayed
close tohumanhabitation.
According to forest
officials, veterinarianshad
assessed the tigerashealthy
before releasing itback into
the reservewitha radiocol-
lar to track it.Despite this,
thecarcasswasdiscovered
nearanullah in the
rampurabeat.ENS
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OmkarGokhale
Mumbai,May5

THe BoMBAYHigh Court on
Tuesday ordered the immedi-
atereleaseof50crewmembers,
all indians, stranded on three
vesselsintheArabianseasince
february, observing that “for
themlifecomesonlyonce”.

Callingthemselves“victims
ofahigh-seashumanitariancri-
sis”, the seafarers had claimed
thattheyhadbeenstrandedin-
side the vessels since february
9, and the owners had “practi-
callyabandoned”theshipsand
desertedthecrew.

The three motor tankers,
MT Asphalt star, MT stellar
Ruby and MT Al Jafzia, had
beeninterceptedbytheindian
Coastguardinfebruary,about
11nauticalmilesfromMumbai,
for alleged illegal transfers of
fueloilandbitumen.Whilethe
shipswereplacedunderarrest,
only one of the 50 crew
memberswasnamedas anac-
cused in thecase.

someofthecrewmembers,
representedthroughtheMaha-

rashtranavnirmannaviksena
union, had filed a habeas cor-
pus plea in theHighCourt. Al-
leging that they were held in
wrongful confinement for
nearly three months, they
sought directions from the
courttoallowthemto“sign-off,
disembark”andberepatriated.

onMonday, abenchofJus-
tices Ravindra v ghuge and
Hiten s venegavkar had ex-
pressed concern over their
safety and sought thepresence
ofallthecrewmembersincourt,

observing that they cared for
humans,notthedeadvessels.

As the crewmembers ap-
peared before the court on
Tuesday,thelawyersrepresent-
ing the owners of the vessels
raisedapprehensionsaboutthe
ships beingunmanned if all of
them were released without
anyreplacement.

“Wewill release all of them
today itself. You take care of
your vessels and commercial
activities. Wewill take care of
human life. You can read their

faces.Thehappinessofbreath-
ing free air and being on
Mother earth. And theymust
be feeling so relieved to be on
land.Wewill allow them to be
happy for some time. Andwe
are sure thatwhenyoureplace
them with another comple-
ment of staff, youwill stop the
petitioners' salaries and you
will start paying them (the re-
placedcrew) the salaries,” Jus-
ticeghugesaidinoralremarks.

“for them, life comes only
once, and they have to feed
their familymembers. There
must be at least four other
mouthswhoaredependenton
them, includingwife, children
and old parents. You will not
thinkofthat.it isonlythecourt
oflawthatwillthinkofthat.for
you,themoniesareveryimpor-
tant,not thehumanlives...

“nowwecannothold them
back. now the owners have to
decidehowtheshipshavetobe
takencareof,whether tempor-
arilyyouwillbringthemcloser
totheinneranchorageormove
the vessels to the Alang ship
breaking yard,” Justice ghuge

furtheradded.
The Coast guard officer

present in the court said that
thethreevesselscannotremain
in the Arabian sea as they
wouldcause"nationalsecurity
concern" and maritime and
navigational hazards; there-
fore, they should be towed to
Alangyard ingujarat.

The petitioners, repre-
sentedbyadvocatepadmavati
vaishya, claimed they were
suppliedonly300millilitresof
drinking water per person
daily,andweremakingrotisby
burningwood.

The judges asked if anyone
wantedtoreturntothevessels.
“Kisikonahijaanahai(nobody
wants togo)," theyresponded.

“since all these 50 are
adults,wehavenoreasontode-
tain any of them under any
compulsion asmay be voiced
by the owners of the vessels,
keepinginviewthattheyclaim
tohavesufferedstarvationand
thirstwhileonthevessels,” the
court held, directing the auth-
orities to complete the formal-
ities toset themfree.

BombayHCordersreleaseof50
seafarers: ‘Lifecomesonlyonce’

StraNDED iNaraBiaNSEaSiNcEfEBruary9

Rescued crew members arrive at the Yellow Gate Police Station
after their release, in Mumbai on Tuesday. AkAshpAtil

JasbirMalhi
Mohali, May5

AneMeRgenCY evacuation
carried out onan indigo flight
on Tuesday afternoon after a
passenger’spowerbankcaught
fire. TheAhmedabad–Chandi-
garh flight, operatingas indigo
6e-108,hadlandedsafelyat3.29
pmwhentheincidentoccurred
during taxiingat shaheedBha-
gatsinghinternationalAirport.

“After landing during taxi
into the bay at Chandigarh, a
power bankkept in a pouch in
the seat pocket by a passenger
seated on 39C caught fire. Air-
craftwasstoppedinthebay,”avi-
ationwatchdogDgCAsaid ina
statement.

indigo confirmed that the
aircraft was stationary after
landingwhen the passenger’s
personal electronic device
caughtfire.

“on 5 May 2026, while in-
digoflight6e108fromHydera-
bad toChandigarhwas station-
ary after landing, an incident
involvingacustomer'spersonal
electronic equipment catching
firewasreported.intheinterest

of safety, an immediate evacu-
ationwascarriedout,andallthe
relevant authorities were im-
mediatelyinformed,”anofficial
statementread.

“in the interest of safety, an
immediateevacuationwascar-
riedoutandallrelevantauthor-
ities were informed. All cus-
tomerswere safely escorted to
the terminal and are being at-
tendedto.”

According toanairport offi-
cial, apassenger seatedon39C,
identified asDevansh, alerted
thecrewafternoticingfireinhis
powerbank.sensingthegravity
of the situation, the cabin crew
promptlyusedonboard fire ex-
tinguisherstodousetheflames.

However,smokehadalready
spreadinsidethecabin,theoffi-
cial said. After the aircraft
reachedBayno. 1, the crewde-
clared an emergency around
3.35pmandopenedtheemerg-
ency exits. passengers were
evacuated using inflatable
slides. The situation briefly
turnedchaoticduringtheevacu-
ation.fivepeople,includingtwo
children, sustainedminor in-
juries.

Power bank catches
fire inside IndiGo
plane, five injured

DEtaiNED fOr ‘aNti-BJP POSt’

Express NewsService
Jalandhar, May5

ADeLiveRY package kept in
scooter parked outside the
Border security force (Bsf)
headquarters in Jalandhar
“blewup”leadingthevehicleto
burst into flames late onTues-
day, prompting an immediate
responsefromauthoritieswho
cordoned off the area and de-
tained two persons for ques-
tioning.

policeCommissionerDhan-
preet Kaur said that the inci-
dent took place around 8 pm.
The two wheeler — a Honda
Activa—belongedtoadelivery
boy,identifiedgurpreetsingh,
a resident of garha in Jaland-
har.

“gurpreet and one more
persons has been taken into
custody for preliminary inves-
tigation,” shesaid.

According to the police
gurpreethadcometodelivera
parcelat theBsfheadquarters
complex.Ashewas reportedly

not allowed entry into the
premisesfornotwearingahel-
met,heparkedhisscooterout-
side and proceeded on foot.
The blast took place while he
was returningandwasaround
50 to 60metres away from the
parked scooter. The explosion
was so powerful that it was
heardaboutakilometreaway.

gurpreet's fatherKashmira
singh,aretiredBsfpersonnel,
said his son had beenworking
as a delivery boy with an e-
commerce giant for thepast 2-
3 months. He told themedia
that his son called him shortly
after the incident, informing
himthathisscooterhadcaught
firefollowinganexplosionand
that the police had taken him
into custody. “He is my only
son and regularly goes to the
Bsf headquarters to deliver
parcels. i do not know what
exactly happened or how the
explosiontookplace,”hesaid.

Kashmirasinghaddedthat
he has been trying to contact
police officers to speak to his

son, but has not been allowed
todososofar.“iamcompletely
inthedarkaboutthesituation,”
hesaid.

Meanwhile,policecordoned
off the area and collected
samples for forensic examin-
ation. officials said it was too
early to draw conclusions and
theexactcauseandnatureofthe
blastwouldbecomeclear only
afteradetailedinvestigation.

Reactingtotheincident,sen-
iorCongress leader sukhjinder
singhRandhawa said that the
ongoing tussle between the
Centre and the state govern-
ment was affecting peace in
punjab. He said an explosion
near ahighly sensitive installa-
tion raised serious questions
over intelligencegatheringand
securityarrangements.

Leaderofopposition,partap
singh Bajwa, said “The ex-
plosion...pointstoseriouslapses
insafetyandvigilance.Thegov-
ernment must stop reacting
after the fact and start taking
proactive,visiblesteps...”

Blast outside Jalandhar BSF
HQ sparks panic, two detained

OmkarGokhale
Mumbai,May5

neARLY fouRmonths after
he was detained for allegedly
posting objectionable content
against a BJp leader, the Bom-
bayHighCourtonTuesdaydi-
rectedtheMaharashtragovern-
ment tomodify the Look out
Circular (LoC) against uK-
based doctor and YouTuber
sangrampatil (49) in the case,
so that he can fly back to eng-
landbyorafterMay11.

Asingle-judgebenchofJus-
tice Ashwin D Bhobe took on
record undertakings filed by
patil and his parents, assuring
his appearance as and when
requiredduring the probe and
hiscooperationwiththeinves-
tigationagency.

Hewasbookedforallegedly
posting objectionable content
against a BJp leader and was
detained on January 10 upon
his arrival at theMumbai air-
port. on April 15, Advocate
general (Ag)Milind sathe for
the state government had said
that it had no objection to lift-
ing the LoCagainst patil if the
investigation reports pertain-
ingtothecaseagainsthimwere
notmadeavailablewithinthree
weeks.

TheHChad then admitted
patil'spleachallengingthefiR
and LoC. He had denied the
allegationsofpostingtheobjec-
tionablecontent.

patil's lawyers had claimed
hewasvirtually"inanopen-air
jail"andhisdetention"resulted
in there being a possibility of
him being removed from his
job" in the uK and he has a
family including wife and a
child in theuKandpatients to
lookafter.

JusticeBhobehadthentold
the government that it cannot
holdaperson for a longer time

and sought completion of the
investigationat theearliest.

on Tuesday, senior advo-
cateRajiv shakdher and advo-
cates ujjwalkumar Chavhan
and Aditya Hire for patil told
the bench that he had filed an
undertakingstatingthathewill
"notevadeoravoidtheprocess
of law and shall participate in
the investigation proceedings
ingoodfaithandas required."

patil,auKcitizenemployed
in thenationalHealth service
(nHs)uK as a consultant doc-
tor, had added that “travelling
back to india requires reason-
ableprior intimation toenable
compliance without compro-
mising his professional duties
and obligations.”However, he
saidthat15-daynoticewas“suf-
ficient forhimto travelback to
indiaagain to join theprobe.”

The court accepted patil's
statementonundertaking,after
Agsathesaidthattheauthority
was satisfied with it and will
modify the LoC to enable his
uKtravel,astheprobeisstillon.

“By virtue of this, hewould
be able to travel outside india
and instructionswill be issued
to competent authorities on or
beforeMay11,”sathestated.

The court then ordered
modification of LoC and is
likely to hear patil'smain plea
next inJune2026.

HCclearspath forUK
doctor torejoin family,
patients inEngland

Sangram Patil

Passengers being evacuated from the IndiGo flight. rhythmAchAryA/x

Officials inspect the remains of the vehicle that caught fire after an explosion, outside BSF
headquarters, in Jalandhar on Tuesday. ExprEss

Amritsar native
held in Dehradun
for ‘scamming’
party leader of
Rs 25 lakh

newRecipe
forSuccess
CABINETBrIEfINgsby
UnionMinisterAshwini
Vaishnawareoftenloaded
withregional flavours, in-
cludingstreet food, fromdif-
ferentstates.Tuesdaywas
nosurpriseafter theBJP’s
thumpingvictory inthe
WestBengalAssemblypolls
adaybefore.reporterswho
attendedthebriefingwere
servedtraditionalBengali
sandeshandjhalmuri, the
snackwhichgrabbedthena-
tion’sattentionafterPrime
MinisterNarendraModi’s
visit toa jhalmuristall in
Jhargramduringhiselec-
tioncampaigninthestate.
Aspoll results fromWest
BengalrolledinonMonday,
severalBJPleaderswere
seencelebratingthehistoric
mandatewith jhalmuri.

Guests from
himalayas
DAysAfTErtheCapital
hostedagroupof journalists
fromNepal, a teamofdiplo-
mats fromtheneighbouring
countryarrived inDelhi for
a10-dayprogrammebeing
conductedbytheMinistry
ofExternalAffairs.Asmany
as35diplomats fromNepal
areparticipating inthe
eventwhichkickedoffon
Tuesday.

Delhi
ConfiDential

DelhiHCquashes
LOCsagainst
formerMP,
businessman
RatulPuri,others
SohiniGhosh
Delhi, May5

Disposing of a batch of 33
petitions, somepending since
2022, moved by individuals
challenging lookout circulars
(LoCs) issuedby various auth-
orities against them, theDelhi
HighCourtquashed13LoCsis-
sued by financial institutions
and 16 others issued byminis-
triesandinvestigatingagencies,
permitting the petitioners to
travelwithoutcourtpermission.

Reiterating earlier judicial
precedents,thecourtinitsApril
17 order underlined that LoCs
arenot“aroutinetoolforlawen-
forcementordebtrecovery”and
cannotbe issuedmechanically
withoutprovidingreasons.

Justice purushaindra Kau-
rav,intheordermadepublicon
May 5, disposed of four other
petitions relegating the peti-
tionerstoapproachthecompet-
ent authority, the court before
which the chargesheet/com-
plaint is pending, seeking
modificationorcancellationof
LoCs, without quashing the
existingLoCsagainst them.

Amongthoserelegatedtothe
LoC-issuing authority are
former promoter of Bhushan
steelneerajsinghalandhiswife
Ritusinghal.

JusticeKauravmadeitclear
that for the 29 petitionswhere
the court has quashed the
LoCs, the individuals shall
have to provide their itinerary
totheconcernedauthority,that
istheauthorityatwhosebehest
theLoCswereissued—beitfi-
nancialinstitutions,ministries
or investigating agencies —
priortotheirdepartureabroad.

Amongthosewhohadchal-
lenged the LoCswere former
directors ofMoser Baer india
LtdRatul puri and hismother
nitapuri,directorsofM/sWave
MegacityCentrepvt.Ltd.Man-
preet singhChadha andChar-
anjeet singh, several position
holdersinrealestatefirmAsso-
techLimited.

ThosewhochallengedLoCs
issuedattherequestoffinancial
institutions included Raghu
RamaKrishna, former YsRCp
MpandnowDeputyspeakerof
AndhrapradeshAssembly.

Kolkata
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thebigPicture

L
ONG BEFORE C Joseph Vijay
asked Tamil Nadu for political
power, he had already asked,
and got, somethingmore inti-
mate: recognition.

Forthreedecades,hehadfoundaspace
in homes across Tamil Nadu, arriving
through first-day-first-show whistles,
televisionreruns,collegedancefloors,fes-
tival releasesandYouTubeclips.

So by the time he launched Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) in February 2024,
Vijay could make a political claim that
other newentrantswouldhave found im-
possible tomatch: “I did not enter homes
after launching TVK,” he would tell sup-
porters. “I launchedTVKonly after enter-
ingeveryhomethroughcinema.”

Ina statewhere cinemahasbeenakey
medium to represent and reinforce
Tamil/Dravidian culture and identity
politics,Vijayfits intoafamiliarpattern—
fromCNAnnadurai andMKarunanidhi,
who used theatre and film dialogues to
carryDravidianideasintopopularimagin-
ation, to M G Ramachandran and later,
Jayalalithaa, who commanded both cin-
ematicandpolitical loyalty.

Yet, Vijay also breaks that tradition.
While his astonishing electoral success
within twoyearsofhispolitical launchhas
invited the inevitable comparison with
MGR,theothersuperstarwhowentontobe
ChiefMinister,therearecrucialdifferences.

WhileMGRcamefrominsidetheDravi-
dian movement before founding the
AIADMK,Vijay’s politics didnot growout
ofpartyapprenticeshiporpublicagitation.
Itgrewfromfandomfirst, thenwelfareac-
tivity, then carefully rationed political
speech.Thatmakeshimbothlessprepared
than MGR and, in another sense, more
mysterious.

SowhenhisTVKendedupasthesingle
biggest party in theTamilNaduelections,
Vijayleftalmosteveryonestunned,except
perhaps those in whose homes he had
existedsincemuchbefore,asaposter,asa
song,asdialoguesorasdancemoves.

Romantichero toThalapathy
TounderstandVijay’spolitics,onemust

firstunderstandVijay thescreenfigure.
He was not always the swaggering

“Thalapathy”orcommander,thehonorary
titlebestowedonhimbyhisfans.Theearly
Vijaywassofter,leaner,moreboyish.Inthe
1990s, he became a romantic herowith a
particular middle-class accessibility. In
films such as Poove Unakkaga, Kadha-
lukkuMariyadhai, LoveTodayandThul-
ladha Manamum Thullum, he was the
youngmanwho suffered politely, loved

earnestly andwaited long enough for the
audience toblesshim.

Tamil cinema has produced many
machoheroes.Butherewasaherowhowas
notmerely beating villains; he was con-
vincingmothers, sisters and college girls
thathecouldbe trusted.

Then came the transformation. The
lover slowlybecame themasshero.Ghilli
gavehimspeed,comictiming,physicalas-
suranceand thevelocityof a starwhohad
learned how to move a crowd. Thiru-
paachi, Sivakasi, Pokkiri and laterThup-
pakki, Kaththi,Mersal, Sarkar,Master,
Beast, Varisu and Leo built different ver-
sionsofthesamepromise:herewasaman
who could dance, joke, love, suffer insult,
explode into violence and then return to
thecentreof the frame.

But it was his dancemoves— fast and
uninhibited— that travelled before his
speechesdid.InTamilNadu,danceismore
than just an accessory to stardom. If Raji-
nikanth had style and Kamal had craft,
Vijayhadacertainrhythmthatyoungmen
could imitate and children could attempt
at school functions.

In his movies, Vijay is often wronged
but not broken. Hemaymock power, but
he does not look powerless. He carries on
hisshouldersacertainTamilcommercial-
film ethic: protect the weak, punish the
corrupt,respectmothers,distrustarrogant
elites,anddeliverjusticewithenoughstyle
tomakemorality entertaining. In Tamil
Nadu, this can almost read like a political
manifesto.

Quietly,Vijay
Off-screen, Vijaywas almost the oppo-

site of the man who exploded out of
screens.Hewas shy, private, sparingwith
wordsandvisiblyuncomfortablewithpub-
lic life. For years, evenwhen rumours of
political ambition followedhim, itwashis
father, director S A Chandrasekhar, who
oftendid the talking.

That father-son relationship is central
toVijay’s evolution. In 2009, Chandrasek-
harhelpedshapetheAll IndiaThalapathy
VijayMakkalIyakkam,thefanorganisation
thatwouldlaterbecomethebasisforVijay’s
socialandpoliticalactivity.For long,Vijay
seemed like the hesitant son of an ambi-
tious father, a star with political potential
butwithout theappetite to fullyclaimit.

Therupturecameslowly.In2020,when
Chandrasekharattemptedtoformapoliti-
caloutfitusingVijay’snamewithouthisap-
proval, he publicly distanced himself and
latermovedlegallyagainstseveralpeople,
including his parents. The son who had
long been described as shy had drawn a
hardboundary.Ifpoliticswastohappen,it
wouldhappenonhis terms.

Thatdecision explainsmuchofVijay’s
later political style: controlled access, few
public improvisations and a tight inner
circle. “He is not amanwho enjoys being
handled.Hemay tolerate advisers, but he
doesnotenjoybeingownedbythem,”said
asourcewhohasworkedcloselywithVijay
beforeandafter the launchofTVK.

Vijay has long kept his personal life
tightly private. Hismother, Shoba Chan-
drasekhar,isaplaybacksingerandhasalso
worked as a writer and director in Tamil
cinema.Hiswife,SangeethaSornalingam,
and their twochildrenhave largely stayed
awayfromthepublicglare.Thecouple’sdi-
vorce petition is currently being heard by
acourt inChennai.

Vijay’s private circle is small, mostly
fromthefilmindustry.Heisknowntotake
quiet cycling rides along Chennai’s East
CoastRoad,oftenmaskedandunrecogni-
sable. Hemoves between his East Coast
Road bungalow and a seafront residence
nearMarina Beach, a life both extraordi-
narilyprivilegedanddeliberately sealed.

That privacy has helped his aura. He
wasavailableonscreen,unavailableinlife.

‘Adangerousboy’ inpolitics
The political confrontation that first

sharpenedhispublic imagecamethrough
cinema.

In2017,hisMersal,anaction-thrillerdi-
rected byAtlee, triggered the BJP’s anger
overdialoguescriticisingGST,DigitalIndia
and the absence of free medical care.
HRaja,aseniorBJPleader,calledit“Joseph
Vijay’shatecampaignagainstModi”,delib-
erately foregrounding Vijay’s Christian
identity. BJP leaders accused the film of

misinformation and attributed political
motives.Vijayhimselfremainedlargelysi-
lent.Hisfatherdefendedhimfiercely,ask-
ingwhyhis son’s religionmattered.

The episode did two things. It made
Vijayappear,evenwithoutspeaking,likea
star willing to stand inside an anti-estab-
lishment storm. And it gave him an early
adversary in the BJP, whose attacks elev-
ated his political profile far beyond the
film’sboxoffice.Mersalbecamemorethan
a film controversy. It was a rehearsal for
whatwas tocome.

In2023,attheThalapathyVijayEduca-
tionAwardCeremonyinChennai,Vijayad-
dressed high-scoring students. He told
them to read beyond textbooks, to learn
about Ambedkar, Periyar andKamaraj, to
take the goodand leave the rest.He spoke

against cash for votes, asking students to
tell their parents not to sell their votes.
Rs 1,000 per vote, he calculated, meant
croresspentinaconstituency,andifacan-
didatecouldspendthatmuchtowin,how
muchmust he expect tomake after win-
ning? It was politics without announcing
politics.

ByFebruary2024,Vijayannouncedthe
TVK.ByOctoberthatyear,atVikravandiin
Villupuram, hemarked his formal arrival
with flags, songs, Dravidian icons, Tamil
symbols, lakhs of supporters, and a line
borrowedfromSangammemory—“Tha-
laiyalanganathuSeruvendraNedunchez-
hian”, the young king dismissed as inex-
periencedwhowonagreatbattle.

“Romba ketta paiyan saar antha
chinnapaiyan,” Vijay thundered in filmy

style— “that young boywas a dangerous
boy”.

Atthetime,itsoundedtheatrical.Now,
it reads like a warning the older parties
heardbutdidnotbelieve.

Thenightof thebigwin
His party, the TVK, had no inherited

cadre, no decades-old ideology, no ready
bench of seasoned politicians waiting to
take positions. What he had instead was
somethingmore volatile and, in this elec-
tion, more effective: a dispersed, emo-
tionallycharged, semi-organisednetwork
of fans who had been doing small acts of
public work for years without calling it
politics.

Hisfanorganisation,theAllIndiaThal-
apathyVijayMakkal Iyakkam, conducted
welfare activities, organised local events,
mobilisedcrowds,and,crucially,gathered
data— on voters and their grievances. It
wasnotaparty.But itwasnotmerelyafan
clubeither.

WhenTVKwas finally launched, it did
notneedtobuilditspresencefromscratch.
What Vijay did next surprised even those
whohadinvestedinhim.Hedidverylittle.

Inanelectionwhere rivals travelledre-
lentlessly,spokeendlesslyandspentmass-
ively,Vijaycampaignedsparingly—barely
adozenorsomajoroutingsacrossdistricts.
He did not attempt to visit every consti-
tuency,didnotchaseeveryvotephysically,
did not behave like a man desperate to
provehimself.

To critics, this looked like indifference
or inexperience. To supporters, it looked
like confidence. Every appearance of his
becameanevent.Everyspeech,aclip,and
everymovement, a rumour. He allowed
others— especially the young, and their
phones—todothe talking forhim.

YouTubechannelstrackedhistraction
obsessively, influencers analysed his
speeches frameby frame, andonlinebet-
tingcommunitiesbegantotreathisriseas
aprobability.Forweeks, theywereamong
thefewspaceswhereaTVKsurgewasnot
mocked.

A peculiar narrative took hold: Vijay
mightnotbeeverywherephysically,yet,he
waseverywhere.Hissupportersamplified
a simplemessage: givehimonechance. It
wasnotaparticularlynewpromise.But in
astatewherepoliticalchoiceshad,fordec-
ades,beenvariationswithin thesamesys-
tem,Vijaystoodout.

His speeches returned repeatedly to
corruption, to dignity, to the idea that he
didnotneedpublicmoneybecausehehad
alreadyearnedenough. Itwasa risky line,
but it resonatedwithasectionofvoters.

Healsopositionedhimself carefully in
relation tootherparties.Heattackedboth
the BJP at the Centre and theDMK in the
state, while largely avoiding a direct, sus-
tained confrontation with the AIADMK.
Thishadatactical effect: it allowedhimto
absorb anti-DMK sentiment without im-
mediatelyalienatinganti-BJPvoters,while
also drawing from spaces where the
AIADMKhadhistorically thrived.

The result, when it came, surprised
even him. Senior figures within the TVK
would later admit that even on the night
beforecounting,theexpectationwasmod-
est—perhaps60seats,perhapstheroleof
Opposition leader.Whatunfolded instead
wassomethingcloser toa rupture.

Yet,Vijay’sriseinthiselectioncarriedits
owncontradiction.Inmanyconstituencies,
theTVK finished second, close enough to
matter;notalwaysenoughtowin.Asthere-
sults settled, the arithmetic pointed to a
possibilityTamilNaduhadnotseriouslyen-
tertainedindecades:acoalition.

In Panayur, outside Vijay’s residence,
police officials established contact points
and senior bureaucrats prepared for tran-
sition.Inside,Vijay’scircleremainedsmall
—BussyAnand,AadhavArjuna,CTRNir-
malKumar,KSengottaiyan,amongthefew
TVK leaders with administrative experi-
ence, and a handful of newer figureswho
have risenwith the campaign. It didn’t re-
sembleawarroomthathadpulledoffavic-
tory.Instead,itwasclosertoafilmsetafter
anunexpectedbox-officesuccess—ateam
suddenlyawarethatthenextprojectwould
be judgeddifferently.

In themomentsafter thevictory, there
were surreal events. An astrologer visited
Vijay’s residence. An actress friend was
amongthe fewwhowereallowedthrough
hisgates.Vijaymethisparentslateatnight
afteraday thathadredrawnhis life.

Butbeneaththefirstflushofvictorylay
aharderquestion:WhatkindofChiefMin-
isterwouldVijaybe?

Hissupportersarguethathehasalready
managed something larger than a state: a
vastfilmindustryecosystem,withbudgets,
labour networks, distribution chains and
globalmarkets.Thatexperience,theysay,is
nottrivial.Itisgovernanceofadifferentkind.

Hiscriticscounterthatcinemaisnotgov-
ernance.Thata state likeTamilNadu,with
its complexbureaucracyand layeredsocial
contracts, cannot be run on instinct and
image.Bothargumentsholdsometruth.

TamilNadudidnot vote only forVijay
theactor,orVijay theoutsider,orVijay the
promise. It voted for a possibility that
somethingnew,howeveruncertain,might
still be allowed to enter a system that had
long seemed closed. Joseph Vijay— shy
andelusive—walkedinthroughthatdoor.

A

VijAy
blockbuster
First cameVijay theactor—the shy, romanticheroof the 1990swho

transformed intoamass entertainerwhocoulddance, joke, loveandexplode
intoviolence.ThencameVijay thepolitician, but this time, hedidn’t need to
domuch.ArunJAnArdhAnAnon themanwhowalked intopeople’s

hearts, andcameoutwitha stupendousmandate

Tamilcinemahasproduced
manymachoheroes.But

herewasaherowhowasnot
merelybeatingvillains;he
wasconvincingmothers,

sistersandcollegegirls that
hecouldbetrusted

Inanelectionwhererivals
travelledrelentlessly,Vijay
campaignedsparingly.He
didnotchaseeveryvote

physically,didnotbehave
likeamandesperate to

provehimself

Astill fromVijay’sMersal, released in2017; (above) arrivingat theTVK headquarters in
Chennai onMay4, after hisparty’sbigwin. ANI VIdeo grAB

lVijay’s
Screen
Presence
PooveUnak-
kaga(1996)was
his first major block-
buster, establishing
him as a romantic
hero alongside hits
such asKadhalukku
Mariyadhai (1997),
which earned a state
award. Films such as
Kushi (2000) solidi-
fied his appeal with
youthful romance
and music

ghilli (2004), a
kabaddi action re-
make, is his biggest
hit yet, running 250
days and shifting his
image to action star.
Thirumalai (2003)
initiated this change.
Vijay’s energetic por-
trayal inGhilli fea-
tured iconic songs
and stunts, making it
a festival staple even
today

Pokkiri (2007)
redefined him as a
stylish anti-hero with
punchy dialogues.
Thirupaachi (2005)
and Sivakasi (2005)
added family-action
layers, boosting box
office dominance

Jananayagan, his
much-anticipated
movie that was to be
his final release be-
fore he turned to full-
time politics, re-
mains stalled before
the Censor Board
amid a legal battle in
the Madras High
Court
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Weakeningrupeepoints
tochallengesahead

THEINDIANrupeecontinuestoweaken.OnTuesday,
it hovered around 95.36 against the dollar during
earlytrading.Sincethebeginningofthisyear,thecur-
rency has fallen by around 5.64 per cent. Sentiment

continues to be weighed down by the conflict in West Asia,
with fresh attacks rattling investors. But the pressure on the
IndiancurrencypredatestheIranwar.Lastyear,therupeefell
byroughly5percentagainstthedollar.Theproblemisonboth
the current and capital accounts.

Globalcrudeoilpricesremainelevatedduetoenergymarket
dislocations, exerting pressure on the current account. Brent
crude is currently around $113 per barrel. In April, the price of
theIndiancrudeoilbasketaveraged$114.48perbarrel,accord-
ing to data from the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell.
There is thepossibilityof thecurrentaccountdeficitwidening
toaround2percentin2026-27.Whilethisisconsiderablylower
than that around the period of the taper tantrum — the deficit
hadwidenedto4.8percentofGDPin2012-13—financingitwill
be challenging in the current environment. Capital flows are
underpressure.Sofarinthecalendaryear,foreignportfolioin-
vestorshavetakenoutaround$21.2billionfromthestockmar-
kets. This comes after outflows of $18.9 billion last year. While
thecentralbankhasbeentakingsteps toease thestressonthe
rupee,itsshortdollarbookhasswelled,thepressureonthecur-
rencycontinues.Inpreviousepisodesofsuchstress,theRBIat-
tempted to facilitate capital inflows through various instru-
ments. For instance, during the taper tantrum, funds were
mobilisedthroughtheFCNR-Bdeposits.

Sofar, retail fuelpriceshavenotbeenadjustedtoreflectthe
higherglobalprices.Buttherearelimitstotheburdenthatcan
be borne by the oil companies and the government — the war
has been going on for more than two months. Higher prices at
thepumpwillpushupretailinflationacrossthecountry—retail
inflationedgedupto3.4percent inMarch.Afewdaysago, the
price of the commercial LPG cylinder was raised by Rs 993,
whichwilltranslatetohigherinputcostsforrestaurants,hotels,
commercialkitchensetc, feedingpricepressures.Aprolonged
conflict will impact economic momentum, worsening the
growth-inflationdynamics.Themacroeconomicsituationcalls
fordeftanddelicatemanagement.

onbeing left out and
left behind

IN2015,thelateSitaramyechurywroteinTheMarxist:“We
[communists] have, for many decades, been repeating the
Leninistdictumthatthe‘concreteanalysisofconcretecon-
ditionsisthelivingessenceofdialectics’...Anincorrectesti-

mation of the concrete conditions, naturally, will lead to an er-
roneouspoliticallineandconsequenttacticalline.”TheCPI(M)'s
currentpoliticalnadir—infact,theseeminglyinterminablede-
cline of all of India’s communist parties — is evidence, among
otherthings,ofaprolonged“incorrectestimation”.Withthede-
feat of the Pinarayi Vijayan-led LDF in Kerala, the communist
partiesarenotpartofasinglegovernmentinthecountryforthe
firsttimeinnearly50years.Thisdeclinewasnotoneforetoldby
“historical forces”. It is, rather,a functionofaseriesof intercon-
nectedfailuresandcomplicities.

Vijayan'sreturntopowerinthelastelectionbuckedthetrend
ofanti-incumbencyverdictsinKerala,anditisconceivablethat
the LDF may return in 2031. Even if that is the case, however, a
partythat,at itsheight,wasthethird-largest inParliamentwith
agovernmentinthreestates, isnowacontenderinone.Thede-
clineisnotmerelyelectoral;itisalsoreflectedinthedepletionof
ideas and organisation. Take the changing nature of work and
thewaysinwhichworkers’rightscanbeunderminedinthe“gig
economy”.Partiesandmovementsthatclaimtostandforthose
leftbehindbythesystemshouldbeattheforefrontofarticulating
theirconcerns.yet,anabsenceof“concreteanalysisofconcrete
conditions”hasmeantthattheCPI,CPI(M)andothersaremerely
playing catch-up. There is also a fundamental organisational
question.Foralongtime,thetensionbetweenthepopularleader
and the party — as with Jyoti Basu in Bengal and VS Achutha-
nandaninKerala—hasdeepenedfactionalfaultlines.Iftheleft
is to recover, it must decide who is best placed to lead that re-
covery:Thosewiththeirearstothegroundorthosewhofear“re-
visionism”morethanpoliticalextinction.

Overthelastfourdecades—beginningwiththefalloftheSo-
viet Union — the obituary of the Indian left has been written
manytimes.Thedifferenceinthelastdecadeistheriseofapoliti-
calforcethat, likethecommunists, iscadre-basedandideologi-
callydriven.Theleft,unlessitcomesupwithfreshideas,isbound
tobeleftbehind.

In thenameofcountry,
awayfromhome

WAR-SCARREDwomenfootballers fromAfghanis-
tanlivinginexileacrosstheworld,canfinallyplay
in FIFA tournaments. After eight long years, they
can proudly bear their country’s name, and not

compete under the Afghan Women United banner. Although
FIFAhasnotofficiallyrecognisedtheAfghanFootballFederation,
astherulingTalibanhasbanishedallwomen’ssports,theworld
football governing body’s council voted on Tuesday to circum-
venttherule.It’saresonantmoment.

Thismomentoffershopeandfirestheimaginationofathletes
whofledthecountrywhentheTalibanreturnedtopowerin2021.
Whenit startedrestrictingwomen’s sports, 70-oddwomenfled
their country just so that they could continue playing football,
withthehelpofexpatsaroundtheworld.Theircaptain,Shabnam
Mobarez, who was raised in Denmark, reached out to the com-
munityacrosstheworldandsoontheyfoundrefugeinAustralia,
England, where the women’s youth team trains, in partnership
withthePremierLeaguesideLeedsUnited,PortugalandItaly.

The team will have success stories like Mobarez, Nadia Na-
deemandKhalidaPopaltoemulate.Theyhaverisingtalentslike
FatimaFoladi,whosneakedintotheairport,showedherfootball
credentials to the US military retreating from the country and
managedtoboardtheflighttotheUS.ManoozhNooriburiedher
medalsinherbackyardandescapedtoAustralia,wheresheplays
for a club in the top division. Nilab Mohammadi, the women’s
team captain, left her post in the Afghanistan Army and fled to
Australia.Someoftheirtalesarestrangerthanfiction.Theymight
never be as famous as Brazil’s Marta or Spain’s Alexia Putellas,
butno laworcustomcouldstopthemfromturningupfor their
countryandfulfillingtheirdream.

Leftneeds to findanewvocabulary
for theeconomyofaspiration

F
OR NEARLy a century, the
imageofthehammerandsickle
hasbeenmorethanjustarelicof
theColdWarinIndia;ithasbeen
a governing reality. While the

SovietUnioncollapsedandChinapivoted
to state-sponsored capitalism, India re-
mained a peculiar outlier — a vibrant
democracy where card-carrying Commu-
nists didn't just protest in the streets, but
sat inthehallsofpower,winningelections
andrunningstates—WestBengal,Tripura,
andmostenduringly,Kerala.

Buttoday,asthenewsofthedecimation
oftheCommunistsintheKeralaAssembly
elections sinks in, that historical anomaly
facesaFrancisFukuyamamoment: Is this
“the end of history” for Indian Commu-
nism?Withtheroutof the incumbentLeft
DemocraticFront (LDF), Indiawill, for the
first time in nearly 50 years, be without a
single Communist-led state government.
Foramovementthatoncepositioneditself
astheinevitablefutureoftheGlobalSouth,
this isn't just an electoral dip; it seems the
sunhassetonIndianCommunism.

To understand the gravity of this mo-
ment,onemustexaminetheLeft’srapidcol-
lapse.Aslateasthemiddleofthefirstdecade
of the century, the Communists were the
kingmaker of Indian politics, holding over

60seatsintheLokSabhaandprovidingthe
crucialoutsidesupportthatkeptthecentral
UPAgovernmentstable.Theyweretheideo-
logicalguardiansofthewelfarestate,taking
a share of the credit for MNREGA, vetoing
aggressiveprivatisationandpullingsupport
tothegovernmentoverIndia’snucleardeal
withtheUnitedStates.

The decline was swift and brutal. First
camethefallofWestBengal in2011,ending
a record-breaking 34-year reign. Then, in
2018,theirsecondstrongholdofTripuracol-
lapsedtotheBJP.Inbothcases,itwasn’tjust
adefeatbutadecimation:Thepartywasre-
duced toacipher instates ithadruledwith
such authority. This left Kerala — the first
state in the country to elect a Communist
government in 1957 —as the last redoubt,
bolsteredbythefactthatdespiteahalf-cen-
turypracticeofKeralavotersturfingoutin-
cumbentgovernmentseveryfiveyears, the
Left won a historic re-election in the midst
of Covid, in 2021. So what happened to re-
ducethemto35seatsoutof140today?

Today’s crisis isn’t merely one of arith-
metic; it’soneoflanguage.TheIndianLeft
has struggled to find a new vocabulary for
a“NewIndia”.Theyhaveneverquitecome
to terms with the economy of aspiration.
Historically,theLeftdrewitsstrengthfrom
organisedlabourandagrarianre-
form. But since the 1990s, India’s
growth has been driven by ser-
vices, gig work, and a soaring
middle-class aspiration. To a
young coder in Gurgaon or a de-
livery driver in Kolkata, rhetoric
opposingliberalisationorcapital-
ismcansoundlesslikeprotection
fromexploitationandmore likea
barrier toopportunity.

Atthesametime,theCommu-

T
HE DECLARATION of school
passing-outresultsoftenbrings
to light accounts of remarkable
grit and fortitude — of young
peopletakingimportantstepsin

theiraspirationaljourneydespiteformidable
odds. Among this year’s exceptional grad-
uates isSarahMoin,whoscoredmore than
98 per cent — the highest among 258 stu-
dents at Lucknow’s Christ Church College.
Butherachievementismuchmorethanaca-
demic excellence in conventional terms. It
isatestamenttothe19-year-old’sresolve in
the face of layered challenges, one that was
nurtured by an ecosystem that responded
withempathyandimagination.

Sarah’s life tookadifficult turnearly.Di-
agnosedattheageoffourwithararecondi-
tion that gradually dimmed her vision, she
would, within a few years, lose her hearing
aswell, followedbytheonsetof speechdif-
ficulties.Theyoungster’sparentsformedthe
first circle of resilience around her. They
choseaschoolthatgavewingstoherdreams.
ChristChurchCollegearrangedindividual-
ised classes, ensured that textbooks were
scannedandconvertedintoaccessibledigi-
tal formats,andenabledhertoengagewith
themthroughaBraille-baseddevice.Ques-
tionpaperswereadaptedsoshecouldread
themthroughtouch,andherresponseswere
transcribedintostandardtextforevaluation.

Inrecentyears,students’enrolmenthas
increasedappreciably.yet,surveyaftersur-
vey has shown that this achievement re-
mains incomplete in the face of rigid peda-
gogies that are not sensitive to varied
learningexperiences.Sarah’sjourneyshows
that inclusion isnot justaboutbringing the
childtotheclassroombutalsoaresultofcre-
ative efforts to transform institutional cul-
turetorespondtodiverseneeds.

Thereinalsoliesanirony.Sarah’sstoryis
compelling because it directs attention to a
larger,moreuncomfortablequestion. Is In-
dia’s educational ecosystem, as a whole,
equipped—orevenwilling—tobecomean
enablerinthewayherschooldid?

Flagship programmes and legislative
frameworks, such as the Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyanandtheRight toEducationAct,have
sought to institutionalise the ideathatedu-
cation is a right, not a privilege. At the level
ofpolicy,thegovernmentacknowledgesthat

education must respond to diversity — of
ability, gender, caste, language, and socio-
economic background. The National Edu-
cationPolicy2020has foregroundedinclu-
sion, flexibility, and multidisciplinary
learning; it has spoken of teachers’ auton-
omy.yet,teacherslikeSalmanAliQazi,who
stoodbySarah,enablinghertousetheassis-
tivetechnologiesandbuildbridgesbetween
curriculumandcognition,arerare.

Thescattered,butsignificant, instances
of schools and educators rising to the chal-
lenge of diverse learners also underline the
flipside— overworked,disempoweredand
undertrained teachers and curricula that
often privilege rote learning. For every stu-
dent who gets adaptive support, a large
numberofchildrenatintersectionsofdisad-
vantage—frommarginalisedcastes,minor-
ities, girls, to those with disabilities —
struggletonavigatestructureswhichdonot
recognise their needs. India stands at a
demographic crossroads, with one of the
youngestpopulationsintheworld.Thisdivi-
dendcanonlybeearnediftheeducationsys-
temequipsyoungpeople—notaprivileged
subset,butallofthem—withtheconfidence
and capabilities required to participate
meaningfullyintheeconomy.

Thereis,ofcourse,notemplatetoaddress
diversityandinequality.And, itmaynotbe
correct to replicate Christ Church College’s
programmes in another context. However,
Sarah’sstoryisillustrativeofwhataninclus-
ivesystemcanachieve.Thequestion,then,
iswhetherthechoicesshehadcanbescaled
— whether the sensitivity and creativity
demonstrated by the Lucknow school can
become the norm rather than a rarity. Can
classroomsacrossthecountrybereoriented
to accommodate diverse learning needs?
Can teacher training programmes equip
educatorstoengagewithdifferencenotasa
challenge to be managed, but as an oppor-
tunitytoenrichthelearningenvironment?

Thesearenoteasyquestions,andtheydo
not admit quick answers. Today, as Sarah
standsatthethresholdofamajortransition,
let’sallwishherthebest.And,hopeherstory
becomesthecatalystforexpandingthehor-
izonsofmanyothers.

Thewriter isseniorassociateeditor,The Indian
express. kaushik.dasgupta@expressindia.com

L
UxURy FASHION has perfected a paradox: It cel-
ebratescraftsmanshipwhiledependingontheinvisi-
bility of the craftspeople. At the 2026 Met Gala —
where the theme invited fashion to be seen as art —
this contradiction was staged, illuminated, and, in

oneraremoment,disrupted.AnIndiandesignerdidsomething
theglobalfashionsystemrarelyallows:Hemadelabourvisible.

WhenfilmmakerKaranJoharappearedinaRajaRaviVarma-
inspiredensemble,he translated Indianvisual culture into the
languageofglobalcouture.Thegarmentfunctionedasacanvas,
layering history, mythology, and identity into a form legible to
theWest.ButifJohar’sappearanceexpandedwhatcouldbeseen
as fashion, designer Manish Malhotra used his appearance to
questionwhogetstobeseenwithinit.

Hisnowwidelydiscussed“Mumbai”capedidsomethingthe
global fashion system rarely permits: It named its makers. The
artisansbehindthegarmentwerecrediteddirectlyonthepiece.

Fordecades,fashionhasreliedonanillusion.Craftiselevated
asheritage,skill,evenartistry.Buttheartisaniskeptatadistance.
Thevalueofluxurydependsnotjustonlabour,butonitsinvisi-
bility. This is systemic. In global fashion, visibility is curated —
and labour is what gets edited out. Events like the Met Gala do
notproducefashion,buttheydefinehowfashionisunderstood.
Theyarestagesofsymbolicpower,wheregarmentsaredetached
fromtheirconditionsofproductionandreintroducedasart,fan-
tasy,orculturalcapital. Inthistranslation, labourdisappears.

In recent years, the industry has adopted the language of
sustainability,craft revival,andethical fashion.yetmuchof it
remains aesthetic. The language has evolved faster than the
systemitself.Craftbecomesasignifierofauthenticity;sustain-
ability becomes a visual cue. The deeper structures — wages,
attribution,andworkingconditions—rarelyenter the frame.
This isnotalwaysoutrightdeception. It issomethingmorein-
sidious: A system in which ethics can be performed without
beingredistributed.

Seen this way, Malhotra’s gesture acquires a significance.
Bynamingartisans,hecollapsesthedistancebetweencreation
and creator. He challenges the idea that design belongs to a
single author. It also showed that Indian designers and celeb-
rities are no longer peripheral participants; they are shaping
the narrative itself, bringing textile histories and artistic vo-
cabularies into the centre of global fashion discourse. At the
sametime,itrevealedthelimitsofthisvisibility.Indiamayex-
portcraftatscale,butithasyettoexporttherighttoauthorship
that shouldaccompany it.

If the futureof fashion is tobesustainable—not justenvi-
ronmentally, but socially — it will require more than the cel-
ebration of craft. It will require a redistribution of credit, vis-
ibility, and value. Until then, fashion will continue to display
craft, without ever truly acknowledging the hands that make
it possible.

Thewriter is associateprofessorandprogrammecoordinator for
fashiondesignat IILMUniversity,Gurugram

nists have long ceased to hold the trade-
mark on social welfare. Every other party
is matching or beating the Left at its own
game. The Congress had its “Indira Guar-
antees” in Kerala; even New Delhi has re-
packaged welfare as targeted delivery. By
providinggascylinders,toilets,anddigital
cash transfers directly to the poor, other
parties and the central government have
overtaken the traditional class-based mo-
bilisationof theLeft.

Nationally, the Communists also be-
camevictimsofthefar-reachingchangein
the patterns of political mobilisation from
classsolidarity (in theeraofstrongunions
and the allure of global Communism) to
otherformsofidentitypolitics—thelatter
both caste-based and religious, as well as,
insomestates,regionalandcultural.While
theLeftspokeofuniversalclass-consolida-
tion, regional and caste-based parties
spoke a more intimate language of social
dignity. Indian Communism, dominated
largely by an ageing and mostly upper-
casteleadership,failedtoreorganiseitsin-
ternalhierarchytoreflect therisingpower
of subordinatedcastesnationwide.

Despitethenationaltrend,Keralahasal-
ways been different. Its Communists had a
strong lower-caste and OBC base and were

not above stigmatising the United
DemocraticFront(UDF),ledbythe
Congress, as a party of minorities.
ButthatkindofappealtotheHindu
majoritywanedwiththeriseofthe
BJPinthelastdecade.

Finally, governance failures
took centre stage. The “Kerala
Model” — prioritising healthcare
andeducationoverindustrialout-
put — earned the state interna-
tional praise, helping win re-elec-

tionduringthepandemicforitsrobustpub-
lic health response. However, by 2026, the
Communistscarriedaheavyburdenofanti-
incumbency.TheUDFattackedthegovern-
mentonrisingstatedebt,corruptionandthe
exodusofyouthseekingopportunitieselse-
where. With the LDF’s rout, the arc that
beganin1957hasfinallybeguntoclose.

IsthisthefinalchapterforMarxisminthe
world’s most populous democracy? Not
necessarily.Unlikethestagnantadministra-
tionsofthepastinBengal,theCommunists
in Kerala have proven to be more adaptive
and competent. And we can’t forget the
state’spoliticalpendulum:Keralahashabit-
ually swapped its government every five
years.TheLDF’slossnowafterasecondsuc-
cessivetermmightnotbearejectionofMarx-
ismsomuchasareturntothestate’sdemo-
craticrhythm.Unlessagame-changingUDF
government ensures otherwise, the “Red
Sunset” could just prove to be a scheduled
eclipsebeforethenextcycle.

In the end, the “Communist” label in
India is less about Cold War ideology and
moreaboutauniquebrandofsocial-demo-
cratic welfare. Even if the hammer and
sickledisappearfromthemapthismonth,
the questions the Left raised — about in-
equality, the unstable indignity of labour,
and the need for a social safety net — will
continuetohaunt“NewIndia”foryearsto
come.Theredflagmaybelowered,butthe
grievances it raised will have to be ad-
dressedbyothers.

Meanwhile, the issuefor theIndianLeft
isnolongerwhetherhistoryhasended,but
whetheritstillhasacompellingstorytotell.

Theauthor isa fourth-termCongressMP
fromThiruvananthapuramandco-chaired

theparty'scampaign in2026
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even if thehammerandsickle
disappear fromthemap this
month, thequestions theleft
raised—about inequality, the
unstable indignityof labour,
and theneed for a social safety
net—will continue tohaunt
‘newindia’ for years to come
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MuslimWomenBillpassed
ThecoNTroversIalMuslimWomen (Pro-
tectionof rights onDivorce) Bill was
passedby the loksabhaalongwith the six
official amendments. amajor sectionof the
oppositionpressed for adivisionon the
amendmentmovedbymanyof them.But
all the amendmentswereoverwhelmingly
votedout (370 to61)with just one absten-
tion,whereuponmost oppositionmembers
stagedawalk-out.

effortsontosolveakalicrisis
asTheakaliDaldissidents lay low, thePun-
jabcM,surjitsinghBarnala,gainedsome

moregroundwithKulwantsinghQuadian,
theakaliMlawhohadsignedthedissidents'
statementdenouncingthepoliceaction,
pledgingsupport toBarnala.

amendmenttoMuslimBill
TheMuslIMWomen (Protectionofrights
onDivorce)Bill, passedby theloksabha
throughanofficial amendment, gives the
choiceof seekingprotectionunder sections
125 to 128of thecrPc to thehusbandand
wife.accordingly, theamendment intro-
ducedby thelawMinister, asokeKumar
sen, seeks to insert the followingsentence:
“4a. If, on thedateof the first hearingof the
applicationunder sub-section (2) ofsection

3, adivorcedwomanandher formerhus-
banddeclarebyaffidavit or anyotherdec-
laration inwriting in such formasmaybe
prescribed, either jointly or separately, that
theywouldprefer tobegovernedby the
provisionsofsections 125 to 128of thecode
ofcriminal Procedure, 1973, and file suchaf-
fidavit ordeclaration, themagistrate shall
disposeof suchapplicationaccordingly.”

Tokyosummitforeast-West
leaDersofthesevenmain industrialised
democraciescalledfora“high leveldia-
logue” tosettleeast-Westdifferenceswhile
vowingtomaintain“strongandcredible”
militarycapability in theWesternalliance.

40yearsago
may6, 1986

Astudent’s grit, a Lucknow
school’s lesson in inclusion

AtMetGala,a refusal
toedit theartisanout

lWebexclusive
bJP’s sweep in bengal cannot be

reduced to one factor. here are five
—Ayan Guha

logon towww.indianexpress.com

lWordlyWise
Themore the state ‘plans’ themore
difficult planning becomes for the
individual.—Friedrich AHayek
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T
hesUrPrisevictoryoftheTamilagaVettriKazha-
gam(TVK)under the leadershipof JosephVijay in
theTamilNaduassemblyelectionshas,forthefirst
time since thedMK’s rise topower in 1967 and the
launchof theaiadMKin 1977, broken theduopoly

ofdravidianparties. it also appears tohaveupendedelectoral
arithmetic,movingbeyondtacticalalliances,money,andcaste.
inthatsense,theverdictisabreakfromthepast.

it signals ananti-incumbency sentiment against thedMK-
ledgovernment.Thescaleoftheupsetisreminiscentofthehis-
toric1967election,whenKKamaraj—oncehailedbyPeriyaras
a“truebornTamilian”—wasdefeatedbyarelativelyunknown
studentleaderinVirudhunagar.TVKmaynothavealonghistory
ofgrassrootsmobilisationthatcharacterisedthedMK’srise.But,
MKstalin’sdefeatisnolesssignificantthanthatofKamaraj.

ThedMKoftenhighlightedTamilNadu’s relative success
comparedtoBJP-ruledstates,butdidnotdoenoughtoaddress
concerns such as job creation, wage stagnation, and govern-
ance deficits. disillusionment with the dMK also stemmed
fromwhatmany,particularlytheyouth,perceivedasanalien-
atingstyleofgovernance.

historically,thedMKrosebymobilisingordinarypeople.in
the1960s,amidallegationsofvote-buyingbyCongress,CNan-
naduraiurgedvoterstoacceptwhateverwasofferedbutvotefor
dMK.somethingsimilarseemstohavehappenedthistime.

Vijay’s rise isoftencompared to thatofMgramachandran
(Mgr).Thiscomparisonhasitslimits.Mgr’sstardominpolitics
and cinemawas organic.his associationwith thedravidian
movement gaveMgra strong ideological foundation.Vijay’s
political journeyisrelativelyshorter.hisappealseemstoderive
lessfromideologyandmorefromthedissatisfactionofayounger
electoratefrustratedbyunfulfilledpromises.

Vijayoperateswithinthebroadcontoursofdravidiansensi-
bilities—Tamilidentity,secularism,stateautonomy,andsocial
justice.he talks of drawing inspiration fromKamaraj, Periyar,
ambedkar, andanjalaiammaiyar.however, unlike thedMK,

whichbuilt a sustainedpoliti-
calmovementovernearlytwo
decades before coming to
power, TVK lacks a com-
parable foundation. in that
sense,itiswrongtothinkofthe
TVK as an ideological alter-
nativetothedravidianparties.
Theverdictstillcallsforserious
introspection. it appears the
dMK has used ideological
tropesattheexpenseofprobity
inpolitical life.

irrespective of its political
regime, TamilNadu’s indus-
trialpolicyhasbeenconsistent
sincethe1990s.Thestate’s re-

centdouble-digit(11.2percent)economicgrowthwascelebrated
bythegovernment.however, theearlierphaseof industrialisa-
tionwasmorecloselylinkedtosmall-scaleindustries,generating
broader employment opportunities. in contrast, new invest-
mentshavecreatedfewerjobs.Theshiftisreflectedinlabourmar-
kettrends.Contract-basedemployment,whichonceaccounted
foraround10percentofformaljobs,hasrisentoapproximately
25percent,approachinglevelsseeninstateslikegujarat.

ThedMK'semphasisonnationalpolitics,secularismandfed-
eralismmight be important in itself, but it’s irrelevantwhen it
doesnotresonatewithpeople’s lives.Theparty’snarrativesand
carefullycurated (somesaycontrolled) rhetoricdidn’t resonate
withthepeople,especiallytheyouth,dalitsandwomen.

Theverdictshould,however,notbeseenasarejectionofthe
dMK’s social schemesor thedravidianmodelofdevelopment.
Vijay is yet to articulate anewvision.Themandate reflectsdis-
satisfactionwith thewaydMKexercised power. By focusing
heavily on intellectual and ideological narratives, it appears to
haveneglectedtheeverydayconcernsofpeople.Thepartyseems
tohavefallenintothetrapofintellectualism.insomecases,sup-
portersoftherulingpartydismissedVijay’svotersas“ignorant,”
furtherdeepeningthedisconnectandalienatingyoungervoters.
Thepartyalsoseemedtohaveignoredtheanxietiesofdalitcom-
munities,whohavebeenvictimsofviolenceoflate.

everyachievementcontainstheseedsofitsdestruction.The
dravidianmodelisnoexception.despitenotablesuccess,itmust
be sensitive to the concerns of thosewhohavebeen excluded
fromitsbenefits.stateautonomy,secularismandTamilidentity
areimportantideals.Buttheymustbegroundedinthelivedex-
periencesofpeopleandtheirneeds.

Thewriter isassociateprofessor,
Madras InstituteofDevelopmentStudies

ourAiquestion:howtobecomeproducer
of intelligencerather thanits tenant?

InTamilNadu,
mandate against
party that lost
touchwithpeople

L
asTWeeK, on a 600-acre site
near Visakhapatnam, google
broke ground onwhat is being
dubbedasindia’slargestaihub.
The infrastructurepartners are

adaniConneXandairtel’sNxtra. The sili-
conwillbedesigned inCaliforniaandfab-
ricated in Taiwan. The model weights,
when the data centre lights up, will be
google’s. india’s contribution is the land,
thepower, theconstruction,andtheoper-
ations.itisatriumphofsorts.alas,wehave
donesomething like thisbefore.

Thirty years ago, the iT-services boom
beganwitharelatedbargain.indiaoffered
low-costengineeringlabour,fluentineng-
lish, toamericanfirmsthatneededsome-
onetowriteandmaintainthesystemsthey
had designed. The arrangement worked.
infosys, Wipro and TCs came of age. a
middle class emerged. a reputation was
earned. indian services climbed the value
chain, and theglobal capability centres in
Bengaluruandhyderabadnowdogenuine
researchandproductwork for theworld's
largest firms. We were not wrong to cel-
ebrate this.But the taskwas incomplete.

What we did not do was use the pro-
ceeds to build the next layer. We did not
fund research universities of global rank.
We did not raise national r&d intensity
frombelow1per centofgdP,where ithas
remainedfordecades.Wedidnotdevelop
deep-techventurecapital,manufacturing
depth, or patient state-aligned industrial
finance. Korea built samsung. Taiwan,
smallerthanKarnataka,builtTsMC,which
nowsits at the chokepoint of theglobalai
economy. india built outsourcing. We

learnedmagnificently to deploy systems
that other people had designed.We post-
ponedtheworkofdesigning them.

The bill on that postponement is now
arriving, in the form of artificial intelli-
gence. The leading edge of ai demands
capital, researchdepth,andconcentrated
talentatascale indiahasnotbuilt.afron-
tier model costs hundreds of millions of
dollars to train, draws on decades of ac-
cumulated research, and depends on a
talent pipeline that runs through a few
dozen universities in the United states,
China, theUnitedKingdom,andCanada.
indiahasnoneof this.

inthepastfortnight,twovoices
havereadthismomentdifferently.
ruchir sharma, at the express
adda,warnedthatglobalinvestors
nowseeindiaasthe“anti-aiplay”.
NandanNilekani,inarecentessay
withraviVenkatesan,arguedthat
india's edge lies in diffusing ai
acrossitssmallfirmsandinformal
economy. sharma is reading the

There are election results, and then
there are verdicts of history. What the
people ofWest Bengal have delivered in
this assembly election belongs to the sec-
ond category. The trends leave little room
for ambiguity: Bengal has not merely
changed itsgovernment, ithasalteredthe
directionof itspoliticaldestiny.

Thisisnotanordinaryelectoralvictory
for the BJP. it is a landslide and a historic
mandate that signals the complete rejec-
tionofapoliticalorderbuiltonfear,patron-
age,appeasement,andinstitutionalintimi-
dation.TheTMConceappearedelectorally
invincible. it now finds itself humbled by
thedemocraticwillofapeopledetermined
toreclaimtheir future. “Andherachatega,

surajniklega,kamalkhilega.”Thepromise
madeat theBJP’s foundinghasfoundone
of itsmostsymbolic fulfilments inBengal.
a land that gave india swami Viveka-
nanda, rabindranath Tagore, Netaji sub-
hasChandraBose,andsriaurobindohad,
fordecades,remainedtrappedinapolitical
culture where violence too often over-
shadowedvision,andpowerwaspreserved
throughdivisionrather thandelivery.

Theleftinstitutionalisedalongculture
of cadre-based coercion. What followed
wasnotrenewal,butitsmutation,apolitics
packagedaswelfarebutsustainedthrough
intimidation, selective inclusion, andsys-
tematicerosionofdemocraticconfidence.
TheMarichjhaapimassacre, wheredalits
became victims of state-sponsored viol-
ence,isanexampleofleftviolenceagainst
thesociallymarginalised.

syama PrasadMookerjee, founder of
theBharatiya JanasanghandoneofBen-

gal’smost distinguished sons, dedicated
his life to the cause of national unity and
constitutionalintegrity.aBJPgovernment
in Bengal carrieswith it the symbolismof
ideological homecoming, an overdue
tribute. Bengal is the land of renaissance,
reform, and resistance. From the Brahmo
samaj to the swadeshimovement, from
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay to Ta-
gore,Bengalhasshapedindia’sintellectual
andnationalconsciousness.

Whatmade this victory possible is the
BJPkaryakarta.Nopolitical organisation
in indiamatches thescale,discipline, and

year-round commitment of the BJP’s
cadre.Muchoftheorganisationalcreditbe-
longstoamitshah,whosepoliticalclarity,
booth-level precision, and ability to ener-
gise thecadre transformedaspiration into
execution.Thisvictoryalsostrengthensthe
expandingarcofgovernanceanddevelop-
mentunder theBJP-Ndaframework.

The transformation of assamand the
widerNortheastunderPMNarendraModi
hasalreadydemonstratedwhatpoliticalsta-
bility, infrastructure expansion, connectiv-
ity,anddevelopmentalfocuscanachievein
regionslongneglectedbydelhi’spoliticales-
tablishment.Thismomentumisno longer
geographicallyconfined.inTamilNadutoo,
thepoliticsofcynicaldivision,culturalhos-
tility, and selective antagonism towards
hindu identity has begun facing serious
democratic resistance.simultaneously, the
BJP’ssteadyorganisationalriseinKeralare-
flectsanunmistakabletruth:Politicsrooted

indevelopment, governance, andnational
integration is finding resonance even in
statesonceconsideredelectorallyimperme-
able.at the centre of this expandingman-
date remainsPMModi,whosepolitics has
fundamentally reoriented governance to-
warddirectdelivery,welfare inclusion,and
aspirationalcitizenship.

ForBengal’swomen,youth,scheduled
Castes,backwardcommunities,andecon-
omicallymarginalised populations, this
mandate reflects adesire tobe seennot as
fragmentedvotebanksbutasequal stake-
holdersinindia’sgrowthstory.Thepeople
ofBengalhaveendureddecadesofpolitical
violence, brokenpromises, and stalledas-
pirations. This electionwas notmerely a
transfer ofpower; itwasademocratic cor-
rection. Bengal has spokenwith remark-
ableclarity:enough.

Thewriter is national spokesperson, BJP

“Khela hoBe” — the game will be
played—once rang out as a slogan of de-
fiance. in the quiet after an electoral de-
feat, itbeginstosoundlikesomethingelse:
areminderthat forwomen, thegamehas
neverbeenplayedonequal terms.

inthiselectioncycle,acrossfourmajor
states, leadership contests were largely
defined by men. in assam, Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, the faces of power remained
overwhelminglymale.WestBengalstood
apartbecauseitplacedawoman,Mamata
Banerjee, at the centre. That difference
mattersbecausewhenawomaniscentral
to power, the termsof evaluation shift.

adayafterapolitical loss, the instinct
is to reduce a leader to numbers. seats
won, seats lost,margins that shifted.The
harder task is to ask what a political life
revealsaboutthesystemit inhabits—not
the individual alone, but the conditions
underwhichwomenare allowed to lead.

across theworld, the relationship be-
tween women and power remains
uneasy. in iran, women have risked im-
prisonmentandviolencetoassertcontrol
over their bodies and identities.
in democracies elsewhere,
womeninpoliticsnavigateanar-
rowerbandofacceptablebehav-
iour, where strength is recast as
excess and ambition as over-
reach. The question persists:
how much space is a woman
allowed to occupy before she is
seen as toomuch?

india reflects this tension in its own
way. From indira gandhi to President
droupadiMurmu,womenhaveexercised
powerindifferentregisters.soniagandhi
shapedanationalparty throughrestraint
and institutional endurance. sushma
swaraj commanded admiration through
astylethatmadeauthorityfeelaccessible
andhumane.

Within this spectrum, Banerjee’s
political life isacasestudyinwhat it takes
for a woman to enter and survive a
space that does not easily accommodate
her. her confrontational, highly visible
methods reflect a structural reality:
entry without inherited networks de-
mandsadifferentpolitical language.she
hasoftenbeendescribedasvolatile,shrill,
anddifficult—traits thataremorereadily
read as conviction or strength in male
readers.Thatdifferenceshapeshowauth-
ority is perceived.

Banerjee’s party, the Trinamool Con-
gress, has been accused of political viol-
ence andmisgovernance inWest Bengal.
The electorate has spoken. in the after-

math of defeat, however, it is
worth noticing whether the
critique remains focused on sys-
tems and accountability, on per-
formanceand failure orwhether
it collapses into a personalised
readingofher flaws.Thedistinc-
tion matters because for many
women watching, especially
younggirls, suchmomentscarry

an unspoken lesson. They are not only
watching a result, but how quickly auth-
ority becomes failure, confidence excess,
andpersistencedefiance.

in that sense, “khela hobe” offers a
metaphor beyond politics. it asks: Who
getstoplayatthecentre?Whatleaderslike
Banerjee signal is that entry is possible,
but it comes at a cost—part of a broader
moment inwhichwomenare renegotiat-
ing their relationshipwithpower.

it is also a moment to reflect on how
easilywomenarepositionedagainstother
women.Competingclaimsare inevitable
in a democracy. But when one woman’s
legitimacyrestsondiminishinganother’s,
something more limiting is at work.
Women in politics will differ in ideology,
temperamentandmethod.Theyneednot
be reduced toopposites.

electionswillcomeandgo.Partieswill
win and lose. That churn is essential to
democracy. But something elsemust en-
dure:Whenawomaninsistsonoccupying
spacefully,sheisnotmerelyparticipating
inpolitics; she is altering its terms.

Banerjee’s defeat belongs to electoral
arithmetic, and there will be analyses on
that. But the questions her career raises
belong to awider landscape.The real test
is not howwomenwin or lose elections,
but how we choose to read them when
theydo.

Bansal is a SupremeCourt advocate and
national spokesperson, Congress

high-rentlayersandseeingindia’sabsence.
Nilekani is reading thediffusion layer and
treating it as india's destination.Both stop
short of theharder question.Neither asks
howacountrywithtalentandambitionbe-
comesaproducerofintelligenceratherthan
atenantofit.

WhatwearedoinginVizag,andinhyde-
rabadandMumbaiandPune,risksmaking
thesametradewemadeinthenineties,with
stronger lock-in this time.Thedata centres
are real anduseful.Theywill beoptimised,
forthenextdecade,toserveforeignmodels
efficientlyratherthantotrainindianonesat

scale.everyindian-languageinfer-
ence running on a foreignmodel
fromaserverinVizagisasmallre-
curring rent paid to Mountain
View, on infrastructure built by
adani. The arrangement is not
new.Thetechnologyis.

The stakes gobeyondproduc-
tivity. asai diffuses intomilitary
systems and strategic decision-
making,thisgapwillbearonindia's

strategicautonomyinaworldwheresecurity
partnershipscannotbeassumed.indiadoes
notneed tobeatopenaiat frontier reason-
ing today, but it needs to learn to compete:
alternativemodel architectures and ap-
proaches atmeaningful scale, sovereign
compute, and foreign deals structured
aroundexpanding indiancapability rather
thanonlypowerandland.Theindianstate
knowshowtocreateagigawattofpowerfor
a foreigndata centre. it needs to learnhow
tocreatearesearchdepartment,alaboratory,
agenerationofscientists.Concreteitunder-
stands.Cognitionitdoesnot.

Theeconomicsurveyof 2025-26noted
thatonly2percentoftheworld'saitraining-
data startupsarebased in india, against40
percentintheUnitedstatesand21percent
intheeuropeanUnion.Thestateknowsthe
gap.Theannouncements still say farmore
aboutinfrastructurethanaboutcapability.

Thedeeperdanger is that india’s public
conversation is too quick to convert con-
straint intostrategy.Becausewecannotyet
winatthefrontier,wetellourselvesthefron-
tierdoesnotmatter.Becausewearegoodat
diffusion, we tell ourselves diffusion is
enough. someof this is anhonest assess-
mentofwhat india cando. someof it is an
alibiforwhatwewillnotdo.

Wemustnot forget, however, that even
diffusionrestsonunevenfoundations.UPi
workedbecause indianbankinghad spent
30 years digitising, aadhaar because the
state hadbeen identifying citizens for 60.
Wherethoserailsweremissing,inhealth,in
schooleducation,inagriculturalextension,
thesamestackthinkinghasproducedarchi-
tecturewithoutadoption.aidiffusionmay
runintothesameproblem.

This pastweek inVisakhapatnam,we
pouredthefoundationsofbuildingsthatwill
hostsomeoneelse'sintelligence.Thebuild-
ingswill be ours. The intelligencewill not.
Whetherthatisenoughthistimeistheques-
tionweshouldaskbeforetheconcretesets.

Lamba isassistantprofessor,CornellUniversity
andRajan isprofessor,UniversityofChicagoand

formergovernor,ReserveBankof India

akaLaiyaRaSan

thedeeperdanger is that
india’s public conversation is
tooquick to convert constraint
into strategy.becausewe

cannotyetwinat the frontier,
we tell ourselves the frontier

doesnotmatter

Whenawomaninsistson
occupyingspace,she isnot

merelyparticipating inpolitics;
she isaltering its terms.thetest
isnothowwomenwinor lose
elections,buthowwechooseto
readthemwhentheydo

thetmConceappeared
electorally invincible. it nowfinds
itself humbledby thedemocratic
will of apeopledetermined to

reclaim their future
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Didi haspaid theprice of
staying in the game

Bengalhasspokenwithremarkableclarity:Enough

lWhaTTheOTheRSSaY
the announcement of thewithdrawal
of uS troops fromgermany underlines

the urgency of a pan-European
defence strategy.—The Guardian

Letters
totheeditor

Whattheverdictssay
TheediTorialrightlynotes
thatvoters instates likeWestBen-
gal,TamilNaduandassamare
signallingademandforbetter
governancerather thansimple
revengeagainst rulingparties
(‘Verdicts framepeople’spushfor
change–BJPseizedthat impulse,
rivalspaidfor theirstandstill’, IE,
May5).Yet thegapbetweenelec-
toralverdictsanddelivery
remainswide.Partiesonall sides
woulddowell to invest insteady
localworkinsteadofconstantna-
tionalposturing.Clearaccount-
abilitymechanisms, regularpub-
lic reportingonpromises,and
greaterspaceforstate-level inno-
vationcouldturnthesemandates
intorealprogress. indiandemoc-
racyhasshownmaturity; itnow
needsadequatepoliticalwill.

AbbharnaBarathi

TheasseMBlYoutcomesacross
fourstatesandoneUTunderscore
howdecisivelyvoterscanreshape
politicalnarratives (‘Verdicts
framepeople’spushforchange–
BJPseizedthat impulse, rivals
paidfor theirstandstill’, IE,May5).
actorVijay’svictorysignals that
manyvoterswereseekinga
changeandrespondedtoanew
option.MamataBanerjee’sdefeat
reflectspublic fatiguewith
corruptionandviolence.Theles-
sonisevident:sustainedcredibil-
ity,grassrootsconnectionandre-
sponsivenessmattermorethan
broadslogans.

SSPaul,Nadia

Maintainunity
TheiNCreasiNguseof
regional identity,polarisation,
andaggressivepolitical strategies
maystrengthenelectoral gains
forparties, but it also risks
weakeningdemocraticharmony
andnationalunity (‘assam-Ben-
gal templatewill gonational. it
fuels support forBJP,not resis-
tance, IE,May5’).Whilepolitical
success is important, governance
shouldprioritise inclusivedevel-
opmentoverdivisive tactics. in-
dia’sdiversity is its greatest
strength, andpoliticalparties
mustensure that electoral ambi-
tionsdonotovershadowconsti-
tutional valuesandsocial cohe-
sion.Constructive leadership,
rather thanconfrontation, is es-
sential for ahealthydemocracy.

KrishBareja,Haryana

Read.Think. ShaRe.
Scan the QR code to
explore curated
editorials and opinions
from leading voices

IllustratIon:CrsasIkumar

RohitLamba
andRaghuRamRajan

Kolkata



THe INdIAN eXPReSS

WedNeSdAy, MAy 6, 202612 l

TheWorld

lBRIEFLY

sRI laNKa

Leadershail
Vijay’sTN
electionvictory
SriLankanleaderson
Tuesdaycongratulated
actor-turned-politician
Vijay,wholedTamilagaVet-
trikazhagampartytoahis-
toricvictoryinTamilnadu's
assemblyelections.Vijay-led
TVkonMondaycreateda
recordofsortsintheelecto-
ralhistoryofTnbysecuring
animpressive108seatsin
assemblyelections.Celebra-
tionswerereportedinSri
Lanka’sTamil-dominated
northernProvince,where
youthshailedhisvictory.pTI

coloMbIa

Explosionatcoal
minekillsnine
labourers,hurts6
an exPLoSion in a coal
mine in central Colombia
killed nine miners and in-
jured six others who were
recovering in a hospital
Tuesday, officials said.
There were 15 miners inside
the Carbonera Los Pinos
mine in Sutatausa, about 80
kilometers north of Bogota,
when the blast occurred,
Cundinamarca provincial
Gov. Jorge emilio rey said.
Three escaped on their own,
and the remaining three
survivors were rescued.Ap

alexandraalter
May5

FiVeMAJorpublishers—ha-
chette, Macmillan, McGraw
hill, elsevier and Cengage—
and bestselling novelist Scott
Turowhavefiledaclass-action
copyrightinfringementlawsuit
against Meta and its founder
andCeo,MarkZuckerberg.

The complaint, whichwas
filed Tuesday in US District
Court for the SouthernDistrict
ofNewyork, accusesMeta and
Zuckerbergofillegallyusingmil-
lions of copyrightedworks to
train their artificial intelligence
programllama, andof remov-
ingcopyrightnoticesandother
copyright management in-

formationfromthoseworks.
The lawsuit asserts that

Meta’s engineers relied on pi-
ratedbooksandjournalarticles
to train the programby down-
loading unlicensed copies
through websites like Anna’s
Archive,anopensourcesearch
engine for piracy sites includ-
inglibGenandSci-hub.

The suit also claims that
“Zuckerberg himself per-
sonallyauthorizedandactively
encouragedtheinfringement.”

representatives for Meta
didnotimmediatelyrespondto
arequest forcomment.

The plaintiffs argue that
Meta’sAiprogramposesathreat
tothelivelihoodsofwritersand
publishersbecausethetechnol-

ogy canbeused toquicklypro-
duce Ai-generated copycat
books and to summarize the
plotandthemesofcopyrighted

books in such great detail that
readersdon’thavetobuythem.

“TheseAi-generatedbooks
arealreadyfloodingtheworld’s

largest book marketplace,
Amazon, in volumes thatma-
terially displace human-auth-
ored works,” the complaint
states. The filing cites several
authorswhoseworkstheplain-
tiffs claimwere used to train
llama, includingV.e. Schwab,
N.k. Jemisin, lemony Snicket
andTurow.

Some of the evidence cited
in the complaint purportedly
comes directly from llama.
Whenaskedtoproduceatravel
guide in the style of thewriter
Becky lomax, llama rapidly
produced“aconvincingrendi-
tion of lomax’s local insider
voice,” thecomplaint says.

Then, when asked how it
wasable to reproducelomax’s

stylesoaccurately,llamaalleg-
edlyreplied,“Whileidon’thave
personal interactions with
Beckylomax,i’vebeentrained
on a vast amount of text data,
includingherpublishedworks.”

llama is also able to sum-
marize books in detail. When
asked to give a synopsis of Tu-
row’s “Presumed innocent,”
llama confirmed that it had
“been trained on a digital ver-
sion of the book, which allows
me to access and analyze its
content,”accordingtothecom-
plaint.

inanemailtoTheNewYork
Times,TurowsaidMeta’suseof
pirated works amounted to
“shameless,damagingandun-
justbehavior.” nYT

MetaCeoMarkZuckerbergdeliversakeynotespeechduring anevent,
atcompany’sheadquartersinCaliforniaonSeptember25,2024.FILE

l THe CoMpLAInT ACCuSeS MeTA & ZuCKeRBeRG oF ILLeGALLY uSInG MILLIonS oF CopYRIGHTed woRKS To TRAIn THeIR A.I. pRoGRAM LLAMA

FivepublishersandtopauthorsueMetaandMarkZuckerberg

UaesayssTRIKesTHReaTeNNaTIoNalsecURITy,ReseRvesfUll ‘RIGHTToReTalIaTe’

Reuters
Dubai,Washington,May5

TheUNiTeDArab emirates
said it was under attack from
iranianmissiles anddroneson
Tuesday, even asWashington
saidashakyceasefirewasintact
despite an exchange of fire the
previous day as US forces at-
temptedtoforceopentheStrait.

TheUSmilitary said it had
destroyed six iranian small
boats, aswell as cruisemissiles
and drones, after President
DonaldTrumpsentthenavyto
escort stranded tankers
throughthestraitinacampaign
hecalled“ProjectFreedom”.

USDefence Secretary Pete
hegseth said the operation to
protect commercial ships was
temporary and the four-week-
old trucewas not over. “We're
not looking for a fight,” he told
apressconference.“rightnow
the ceasefire certainly holds,
butwe're going tobewatching
very,veryclosely.”

iranhadfiredmissilesatUS
ships onMonday and also at-
tacked theUAe,akey regional
ally ofWashington, withmis-
silesanddrones.

After issuing a newmap of
theStraitofhormuzwithanex-
pandediranianareaofcontrol,
iran's revolutionary Guards
warned vessels on Tuesday to
stick to the corridors it had set

or facea“decisive response”.
Trump said iran’smilitary

hadbeenreducedtofiring“pea-
shooters” and Tehranwanted
peace,despitepublicsabre-rat-
tling.“Theyplaygames,butlet
me just tell you, they want to
makeadeal,”hesaid.

Shortly afterhegseth spoke
onTuesday,UAe'sdefencemin-
istry said its air defenceswere
againdealingwithmissile and
droneattackscomingfromiran.

TheGulfArabstate'sforeign
ministrysaidinastatementthat
theattackswerea serious esca-
lationandposedadirect threat
tothecountry'ssecurity,adding
that theUAe reserved its “full
andlegitimateright”torespond.

There was no immediate
comment on that from iran,
though earlier its parliament
speaker, Mohammad Baqer
Ghalibaf, had said breaches of
the ceasefire by theUS and its
allies endangered shipping
throughthestrait,whichcarries
a large share of theworld's oil
andfertilizersupplies.

“Weknowwellthatthecon-
tinuation of the current situ-
ation is unbearable for the
United States, while we have
not evenbegunyet,” he said in
asocialmediapost.

The Strait of hormuz has
been virtually shut since the
United States and israel began
attacksoniranonFebruary28,
triggeringdisruptionsthathave
pushed up commodity prices
aroundtheworld.

iran has effectively sealed
off the strait by threatening to
deploymines,drones,missiles
andfast-attackcraft.

An IraniandemonstratorwavesaHezbollah flagbeneathananti-uSbillboarddepicting theStrait of
Hormuzduringapro-government rally indowntownTehranonTuesday. rEutErs

Reuters
Paris,May5

UN SeCUriTy Council
members will begin talks on
Tuesday on a US- and
Bahrain-backed draft resol-
ution that could lead to sanc-
tions against iran, and poten-
tiallyauthoriseforce, ifTehran
fails tohalt attacks and threats
to commercial shipping in the
Strait of hormuz, threeWest-
erndiplomatssaid.

Fresh exchanges of fire on
Monday underscored the
stakes as the US and iran
struggle for control of the nar-

rowwaterway,avitalartery for
global energy and trade, shak-
ing a fragile four-week-old
truce and reinforcing rival
maritimeblockades.

TheUS diplomatic push at
the UnitedNations is in stark
contrast to recentmonthsdur-
ing which it has largely acted
outside the UN framework,
launching military strikes
against iran without seeking
council authorisation and
pressing allies to join ad hoc
naval patrols to enforce free-
domofnavigation.

That approach drew resis-
tance from partners wary of

open-ended conflict and legal
exposure, prompting sharp
criticism from US President
Donald Trump against coun-
tries he accused of failing to
alignwithUS-ledefforts.

An earlier Bahraini resol-
ution that was backed by the
United States and appeared to
open a path to legitimise its
military action against iran
failed after russia and China
blocked it.Thenewdraft takes
a more cautious approach,
avoiding explicit language
authorisingforcewhilestillop-
erating under Chapter Vii of
theUNCharter.

AtUN,BahrainandUSseekHormuz
actionasWashingtonseekscoalition

Reuters
Washington,May5

US iNTelliGeNCe assess-
mentsindicatethatthetimeiran
would need to build a nuclear
weaponhasnot changed since
last summer,whenanalysts es-
timated that aUS-israeli attack
hadpushedbackthetimelineto
up to ayear, according to three
sourcesfamiliarwiththematter.

The assessments of
Tehran's nuclear program re-
mainbroadlyunchangedeven
after twomonths of awar that
US President Donald Trump

launched inpart to stop the is-
lamic republic fromdevelop-
inganuclearbomb.

The unchanged timeline
suggests that significantly im-
peding Tehran's nuclear pro-
grammayrequiredestroyingor
removing iran's remaining
stockpile of highly enriched
uranium,orheU.

Thewarhasstalledsincethe
US and iran agreed anApril 7
trucetopursuepeace.Tensions
remain high as both sides ap-
peardeeplydivided,andasiran
has choked traffic through the
Straitofhormuz,blockingsome

20%ofworldoilsuppliesandig-
nitingaglobalenergycrisis.

Secretary of Defence Pete
hegsethhassaidpubliclythatthe
USaimstoensure irandoesnot
obtainanuclearweaponviaon-
goingnegotiationswithTehran.

USintelligenceagencieshad
concludedpriortoJune's12-day
war that iran likely could pro-
duce enoughbomb-gradeura-
nium for aweaponandbuild a
bomb in around three to six
months,saidtwoofthesources,
allofwhomrequestedanonym-
itytodiscussUSintelligence.

FollowingtheJunestrikesby

theUS thathit theNatanz, For-
dowand isfahannuclear com-
plexes,USintelligenceestimates
pushed that timeline back to
aboutninemonthstoayear,said
the two sources and a person
familiarwiththeassessments.

The attacks destroyed or
badly damaged the three en-
richmentplantsknowntohave
beenoperatingat the time.But
theUNnuclearwatchdog has
beenunabletoverifythewhere-
aboutsofsome440kilogramsof
uraniumenrichedto60%.

itbelievesthatabouthalfwas
storedinanundergroundtunnel

complexat the isfahanNuclear
researchCenter,butithasbeen
unable toconfirmthat since in-
spectionsweresuspended.

The international Atomic
energyAgencyassessesthetotal
heUstockpilewouldbeenough
for10bombsiffurtherenriched.

“WhileoperationMidnight
hammerobliterated iran’snu-
clear facilities, operationepic
Furydecimated iran’s defence
industrial base that they once
leveragedasaprotective shield
aroundtheirpursuitofanuclear
weapon,” said White house
spokeswomanoliviaWales.

USintelsaysIrannuclearprogramsawlittledamage

associatedPress
HongKong,May5

ANeXPloSioNat a fireworks
plantinacentralChineseprov-
incekilledatleast26peopleand
injured 61 others, statemedia
reported Tuesday, prompting
the halting of all firework
manufacturingnear thesite.

Theblast occurred at a fire-
worksplantinthecityofChang-
shainhunanprovinceonMon-
day afternoon, China’s official
newsagencyXinhuasaid.

State media China Daily
saidthattheplantwasoperated
by the huasheng Fireworks
ManufacturingandDisplayCo.
intheChangsha-administered,
county-level city of liuyang, a
prominent fireworks power-
house in thecountry.

ChangshamayorChenBoz-
hang said at amedia briefing
that a search and rescue oper-
ation at the scene had largely

been completed, but verifica-
tion of the casualties and
identification of the victims
wasstillunderway.

Chensaidthatthelocalgov-
ernment expressed condol-
encesforthevictimsandapolo-
gized to society, including the
families and injured people.
“Wefeelextremelypainedand
deeply remorseful,”hesaid.

Allfireworksandfirecracker
manufacturersinliuyanghave
beenorderedtohaltproduction,
localmediareportssaid.

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing urged “all-out efforts” to
search for peoplewho are still
unaccountedforandtosavethe
injured.hecalledonauthorities
to investigate the cause swiftly
andpursueseriousaccountabil-
ity, the report said. Xi also or-
dered effective risk screening
andhazardcontrolinkeyindus-
tries and the strengthening of
publicsafetymanagement.

Chinafireworks
factoryblastkills
26,Xiordersprobe

Firefighterswork toextinguisha fire followingablast at a fireworks
manufacturing factory in Liuyang,China, onTuesday. rEutErs

Reuters
London,Amsterdam,May5

TheWorlDhealthorganiza-
tionsaidonTuesdaythat itsus-
pects some rare human to
human transmission of the
deadlyhantavirustookplacebe-
tween very close contacts on
boardacruise shiphitby seven
confirmedorsuspectedcases.

human to human trans-
mission is not common, and
the UN health agency reiter-
ated that the risk to the wider
public was low from a disease
typically spread from contact
with infectedrodents.

ADutch couple and aGer-
mannationalhavedied,whilea
Britishnationalwas evacuated
fromshipandisinintensivecare

inSouthAfrica,officialssaid.
Twocrewmembersrequire

urgentmedicalcare,theDutch-
flaggedMVHondius ship's op-
erator,oceanwideexpeditions,
said. Another persononboard
with a suspected casehas only
reportedamild fever.

TheDutchforeignministry
saiditwaspreparingthemedi-
cal evacuation of three people
to theNetherlands. it was not
yet clear when or where the
nearly150otherpeoplestillon-
boardwoulddisembark.

The cruise ship hit by the
deadly outbreak ismoored off
CapeVerde. The islandnation
offWestAfricawasmeant tobe
itsfinaldestinationbutithasnot
allowedthevesseltoputpassen-
gersashorebecauseofoutbreak.

WHO:Humantohuman
hantavirusspreadon
shippose lowpublicrisk

Kathmandu:TheNepalcabinet
on Tuesday recommended to
PresidentramChandraPoudel
thatthebudgetsessionofParlia-
mentbeconvenedfromMay11,
shortlyafterhepromulgatedthe
lastofeightordinancesthatgive
the government sweeping
powersonmultiplefronts.

Government spokesperson
Sasmit Pokharel said the cabi-
netmeeting, chaired byPrime
Minister Balendra Shah, took
thedecisionafterthepresident
approved the final ordinance
onMonday.

Thehousesessionhadorig-
inallybeenscheduled tobegin
onApril 30 but was cancelled
after the government opted to
goaheadwithordinancerule.

YuBARAJGHIMIRe

Nepalgovtcalls
Housesession
afterPresident
clearsordinance

associatedPress
Kyiv,May5

rUSSiANDroNeandmissile
strikescarriedoutovernightand
lateronTuesdaykilledatleast22
peopleandwoundedmorethan
80others,Ukrainianauthorities
said,hoursbeforekyivwasdue
to enact a ceasefire and three
days beforeMoscowpromised
itsownpauseinhostilities.

on Tuesday afternoon,
powerful russian glide bombs
smashedintotheeasterncityof
kramatorsk,thesoutherncityof
Zaporizhzhia and thenorthern
cityofChernihiv,killingat least
17 civilians andwounding 45
others,officialssaid.Attacksthe
previousnightkilledfivepeople
andwounded39.

PresidentVolodymyrZelen-
skyy rebukedMoscow forwhat
he saidwas its “utter cynicism”
in launching the attacks after
russia announcedaunilateral
ceasefireovertwodayslaterthis
weekwhile itmarksthe81stan-
niversary of the defeat ofNazi
GermanyinWorldWarii.

“russia could cease fire at
anymoment, and this would
stopthewarandourresponses,”
ZelenskyysaidinapostonX.

TherussianDefenceMinis-
trydeclared aunilateral cease-
fire inUkraine for Friday and
Saturday, but said that itwould
strike back at the country if it
tries todisrupt thefestivitieson
Victory Day, which russia
marksannuallyonMay9.

Russiandrone
strikes kill22as
Kyivceasefire
deadlinenears

Reuters
NewYork,May5

ProTeSTSTookcentre stage
outside theMet Gala onMon-
day as demonstrators targeted
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, a
first-timesponsoroftheannual
fundraiserfortheMetropolitan
MuseumofArt’sCostumein-
stitute. Bezos and his wife,
lauren Sanchez Bezos, re-
portedlydonated$10mil-
lion and were named
honorary chairs,
prompting boycott
calls over wealth in-
equality, workers’
rightsandAma-
zon’s labour
practices.

Protesters
held giant
“TAX The

riCh” letters
and signs reading

“resistanceredCarpet,”while
one demonstrator was de-
tainedtryingtoentertheevent.

Actor Sarah Paulson also
made a statement, wearing a
dollarbilloverhereyesandsay-
ingher look represented the “1
percent.”

inside, the gala leaned
heavily into this year’s “Cos-
tume Art” theme, withmany
guestsarrivinginelaborate,un-
recognisablelooks.BadBunny
came dressed as an elderly
man,heidiklumas theStatue
of liberty and katy Perry in a
silvermask.

indianattendees also stood
out,with ishaAmbani inasari-
inspired ensemble, Sudha
reddyinaUSD15millionneck-
lace andAnanyaBirla in a glit-
tering steelmask.karanJohar,
NatashaPoonawallaandothers
drewonindianart,heritageand
traditionalcraftfortheiroutfits.

Starsmakesartorial
statementsatMetGala,
protesters targetBezos

Ananya
Birla

Rami
Malek

Isha
Ambani

Heidi Klum Karan
Johar

MeTGala 2026

PirelliCalendar2027to
bededicatedtoIndia,
featureRaghuRaiworks
Press TrustofIndia
NewDelhi,May5

ThePirelliCalendar2027will
featureindiaastheprotagonist,
showcasingoriginalworksbyre-
nowned indianmaster raghu
rai alongwithNorwegianpho-
tographerSolveSundsbo,Pirelli
has announced. The company
saidraihaddedicatedhimself
to developing the project over
thelast threemonths,“through
anoriginalseriesofphotographs
that reflect hisheritage andhis
visionofindiafortheCalendar”.

The calendar, known and
trademarkedas‘TheCal’,willbe
brought tocompletionwith the
help of rai’s daughter and ac-
claimed photographer Avani
rai,whoseworkswill also fea-

ture in theupcomingedition to
“realise her father's intentions
for the series”. “Theworkmy
father created for Pirelli was a
tribute to india -- bringing to-
getherhis lifelongvisionwitha
morecontemporaryexpression
ofitspeople...,somethinghewas
deeplydrawnto...,”Avanisaid.

RaghuRai. ExprEss

IRGCwarnsships
to followroutes
or face ‘response’

USsaysIranceasefireholdsdespite
exchangeoffire;UAEfacesattacks

Kolkata
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lMIcRoSoFT, xAI & GooGlEwIll GIVE uS EARly AccESS To NEw AI MoDElS bEFoRE ThEIR publIc RElEASE

TechfirmstoshareAImodelswithUSgovtforreview
reuters
Bengaluru,May5

MICROSOFT, ALPhABeT-
ownedGoogleandelonMusk’s
xAI will give the US govern-
mentearlyaccesstonewartifi-
cial intelligencemodelsbefore
their public release to allow
checks for national security
risksunderanewdeal.

TheCenterforAIStandards
and Innovation (CAISI) at the
DepartmentofCommercesaid
onTuesdaythattheagreement
would allow it to evaluate the
modelsbeforedeploymentand
conductresearchtoassesstheir
capabilitiesandsecurity risks.

The development of ad-
vanced AI systems including

Anthropic’sMythos has in re-
cent weeks created a stir glo-
bally,includingamongUSoffi-
cials and corporate America,
over their ability to super-
chargehackers.

Thestatementdidnotmen-
tionAnthropic,whichhasbeen
inadisputewith thePentagon
over guardrails on the mili-
tary’suseof itsAI tools.

“Independent, rigorous
measurementscience isessen-
tialtounderstandingfrontierAI
and itsnational security impli-
cations,” CAISI Director Chris
Fall said inastatement.

CAISI, which serves as the
government’smainhubforar-
tificial intelligencemodel test-
ing, said it has already com-

pleted more than 40 evalu-
ations, including on cutting-

edgemodelsnotyetavailableto
thepublic.

Developersfrequentlyhand
over versions of their models
with safetyguardrails stripped
backsothecentercanprobefor
national security risks, the
agencysaid.

Last week, the Pentagon
saidithadreachedagreements
with seven artificial intelli-
gence companies to deploy
their advanced capabilities on
theDefenseDepartment’sclas-
sifiednetworks.

With this, the US govern-
ment seeks to broaden the
range of AI providers working
across themilitary establish-
ment. Microsoft, Google and
xAI did not immediately re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Thedevelopmentof advancedAI systems includingAnthropic’s
Mythoshas in recentweekscreatedastir globally. REuTERS

Indiawellplaced
tomanage
shocks:Moody’s
NewDelhi: Indiahasbeen
themost resilient large
emergingmarket economy
since2020, and its sizeable
forex reserveshavehelped
checkcurrencyvolatility
andreinforceconfidence
duringglobal shocks,
Moody’sRatings saidon
Tuesday. Ina reporton
emergingmarket,Moody’s
said India iswellplaced to
manage future shocks
becausemonetarypolicy
frameworksareclearand
predictable, inflation
expectationsarewell
anchored, andexchange
rates canadjustwhen
needed.pTI

SEBIcautions
marketplayers
onrisks fromAI
tools likeMythos
NewDelhi:SEBIonTuesday
issuedanadvisorycaution-
ing regulatedentities
against emerging risks
fromadvancedAI tools
used forvulnerability
detection, including
Anthropic’sMythos. SEBI
hasconstituteda task force
namedcyber-suraksha.ai,
comprising representatives
frommarket infrastructure
institutions,qualified
registrarand transfer
agents, regulatedentities
andother stakeholders. pTI

Rupeehitsrecord
lowonrenewed
US-Irantensions
Mumbai:Therupeeslid toa
record lowonTuesdayasa
fragile truce inWestAsia
cameunder strainafter the
USandIran launchednew
attacks towrestle for con-
trolof theStrait ofHormuz,
akeyartery forglobal
energysupplies.Thecur-
rencyweakened to95.4325
perdollar,downasmuchas
0.4%andeclipsing its
previousall-time lowof
95.33hitThursday.REuTERS

Bioconchair
namesniece
assuccessor
Bengaluru:KiranMazum-
dar-Shaw, founderand
chairpersonofBiocon, said
onTuesday that sheplansa
phased leadership transi-
tionover thenext fiveyears,
withhernieceClaire
Mazumdarexpected to
eventually takeoveras
chair.Claire is the founding
chief executiveofBicara
Therapeutics, anoncology-
focusedbiotech firmincu-
batedwithearlybacking
fromMazumdar-Shawand
listed in2024. “I amnot
hangingupmybootsany-
timesoon,but IwantClaire
to succeedme inavery
phasedmanner,”Mazum-
dar-ShawsaidReuters ina
phone interview,adding
that the transitionwould
movestepbystep.REuTERS
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raviDuttamishra
NewDelhi,May 5

MONThS AFTeR easing
investment curbs on land-bor-
deringcountries,theCentrehas
issuedanewstandardoperating
procedure (SOP) for foreigndi-
rectinvestment(FDI)proposals
aimed at accelerating inflow
intoprioritysectorsbycapping
processingtimeat12weeks.

Asper thenewSOP, theDe-
partment for Promotion of In-
dustry&InternalTrade(DPIIT)
is expected to disseminate the
proposal to ministries con-
cerned, Reserve Bank of India
(RBI),MinistryofhomeAffairs
(MhA) andMinistry of exter-
nalAffairs(MeA)within2days.

Theministries concerned,
along with MeA, RBI and
MhA, are expected to submit
commentswithin8weeksafter
internalscrutinyoftheapplica-
tion is disposed of within 12
weeks,asper thenewSOP.

Delays in inter-ministerial
responseswill be treated as no
objectionasper theSOP.

however, anadditional two
weeks “shall begiven toDPIIT”
forconsiderationofthosepropo-
salswhich areproposed for re-
jectionorwhereadditionalcon-
ditions are proposed, the
guidelinessaid.expertssaidthat
thenewprocessaimstoelimin-
ateduplicationandensuretime-

bounddecisions,withtimelines
ranging from initial scrutiny
withintwoweekstofinalappro-
valsinabout12weeks.

“TheSOPwill improveease
of doing business bymaking
FDI approvals faster, transpar-
ent,andfullydigital,withclear
timelines boosting investor
confidence. however, strong
inter-agency scrutiny and se-
curitychecksmeancompliance
will remaindemanding.While
awelcome step, Indiamust go
further—simplifying regula-
tions,cuttingcompliancecosts,
and reducing the cost of doing
business—to attract high-
quality, long-term investment
into manufacturing and ad-
vanced sectors,” Global Trade
ResearchInitiativesaid.

Monitoring&
fast-tracking

The guidelines further said
that “no prior approval of the
competent authority shall be
required for an increase in the
amount of foreign equity, pro-
videdthatthereisnochangein
the percentage of foreign/NRI
equity already approved and
total foreign equity is up to Rs
5000crores”.

“The Investee shall only be
requiredtonotifysuchincrease
to the Competent Authority
within thirty days of receipt of
funds, as also allotment of

shares to the non-resident
shareholders,”DPIITsaid.

The guidelines said that
eachministry “should have a
dedicatedFDICellwithanodal
officer not below the rank of
JointSecretary”andthatregu-
lar reviewmeetings with the
concernedadministrativemin-
istries“onthependencyofFDI
proposals” shall be convened
by the DPIIT Secretary every
“four tosixweeks”.

Under thenewSOP, invest-
ments in broadcasting, tele-
communications, space, pri-
vatesecurityagencies,defence,
civil aviation, and mining &
mineralseparationoftitanium-
bearingminerals and ores, its
value addition, and integrated
activities shall requiresecurity
clearance fromMhA.

Investmentclimate
While India saw a net FDI

inflow of $4.62 billion in Feb-
ruary–themost innearlyfour
years – it was the first time in
seven months that it was in
positiveterritory,withinvestor
sentiment reversing after
India and theUSsignedan in-
terim deal early that month,
eliminating thepenal25%tar-
iff and cutting the reciprocal
tariff to 18%.

The sharp reversal in for-
tunesinFebruarytookthetotal
for the first 11months of 2025-
26 to $6.27 billion as against
$1.46billioninthesameperiod
of 2024-25. In 2024-25 as a
whole, India saw net FDI in-
flows of just $959 million.
Weakness inFDIflows,seenas
amore stable form of foreign

investment,hascontributedto
the sharp depreciation in the
Indianrupeeover the lastyear
or so.After fallingpast the90-
and91-per-dollar levels inDe-
cember amid a delay in the fi-
nalisationofatradeagreement
with the US, the war in West
Asia has led to a global aver-
sion to risky assets such as
thoseofemergingmarkets like
India. The new SOP comes
against the backdrop of a
scrambleofFDIglobally,amid
heightened global uncer-
tainties due to the ongoing
energycrisis,disruptiondueto
tariffs that have slowed down
global trade and global trade
growth. Developing nations
are theworsthit.

FullreporTon
www.inDianexpress.com

NewSOPforFDInod: 12-week
deadline&fullydigitalprocess

‘sTronGinTer-aGencyscruTiny&securiTychecksmeancompliancewillremainDemanDinG’

Eachministry tohaveadedicated
FDIcellwithanodal officernot
below the rankof Joint Secretary

India sawnet FDI inflows inFebruaryafter agapof6months. REuTERS

siddharthupasani&
Georgemathew
NewDelhi/Mumbai,May5

WhILeSOMepass-throughof
higherglobalenergypricesdue
to theWest Asia war has hap-
penedthroughaweakerrupee,
the conclusion of state elec-
tions should lead to retail fuel
prices being raised, according
toRamSingh, oneof the three
external members on the Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI)
MonetaryPolicyCommittee.

SpeakingonTuesdayatthe
National Council of Applied
economicResearch (NCAeR),
Singhsaid thatnot raising fuel
prices so far had been a “pru-
dent”move.

“Now that state elections
are over, I expect some pass-
throughhappeningattheretail
price level. Therefore, to that
extent,wearemovinginthedi-
rection where the right price
signals will be sent out to
households, commercial sec-
tortooptimisetheenergymix,”
Singh said, adding that there
were already signs of a shift in
the energymix towards elec-
tricity through reports of
higheruseof inductions.

“With the retail price pass-
throughhappening,wewillsee
moreof this nudgematerialis-
ingandtakingconcrete form.”

Singh’s comments come
amid speculation that pump
pricesofpetrol anddieselmay
be raised, although the petro-
leumministryhasbeenassur-
ing over the last twomonths
that there was no proposal to
hikepricesinthewakeofinter-
nationaloilandfuelpricesper-
sistingat supernormal levels.

In April, the average price
of India’s crude oil basket
was $114.48 per barrel, little
changed from March’s
$113.49/bbl,butsharplyhigher
than February’s $69.01/bbl.
State-owned oil marketing
companies (OMCs) are incur-
ringheavy lossesonthesaleof
petrolanddiesel,whoseprices
have been frozen for over four
yearsnow.

According to Singh—who
is the Director of the Delhi

School of economics — had
therebeena full or substantial
pass-through to pump prices,
it could have led to second-
round inflationary effects and
unanchoredinflationexpecta-
tions. “But the pass-through
has to happen; the effect of a
staggeredpass-throughwillbe
that the second-round effects
will bemoremanageable.”

Inflation framework
Speakingatthesameevent,

RBIDeputyGovernorPoonam
GuptasaidIndiacouldperhaps
consider tweaking its flexible
inflation targeting framework
if the economy’s growth-infla-
tionmixevolvesasithasinthe
past tenyears,withgrowth ro-
bust and inflation lower
andstable.

“But if the global environ-
ment remains as challenging
as it has been during the past
sixyears, itwouldwarrantboth
predictabilityandflexibilityin-
herent in the existing frame-
work,” she said.

In late March, the govern-
ment—afterconsultationwith
theRBI— retained the frame-
work for the next five years
throughMarch2031.

As per the framework —
whichwasadoptedin2016and
is reviewed every five years—
the central bank has to keep
ConsumerPriceIndex(CPI)in-
flationat4%inabandof2-6%.

Gupta said renewal of the
inflation targeting framework
has come at amoment of con-
siderable global uncertainty,
with geopolitical tensions,
supply chain disruptions,
energy price volatility, and an
uneven global growth outlook
havingmade themacroecon-
omicenvironment“morecom-
plexand lesspredictable.”

As such, the renewal
“strengthens the framework
precisely when it is most
needed”, the central banker
added.

Theretentionoftheflexible
inflation targeting framework
has received the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) back-
ing, with Krishna Srinivasan,
Director of the agency’s Asia

and Pacific Department, say-
ing on Tuesday at the same
event that the framework had
served India very well and
a 4% target in a band of 2-6%
is “appropriate” and any
change to the target should
meet a veryhighbar given the
credibilityriskssucharevision
wouldentail.

Expect some fuelprice
hike:MPc’sRamSingh

US’CleanCore
concludes
thoriumfuel
irradiation
enseconomicBureau
NewDelhi,May5

ChICAGO-BASeDnuclearfuel
companyCleanCoreThorium
energy(CCTe)announcedthat
its patented ‘ANeeL’ fuel has
completed its high burnup ir-
radiation test in an Advanced
TestReactor(ATR)atIdahoNa-
tionalLaboratory (INL).

Thecompanysaid the final
setofirradiationcapsuleshave
achieved more than 60
GWd/MTU of ‘burnup’ — a
measure of howmuch energy
is extracted fromnuclear fuel
thatistypicallyexpressedingi-
gawatt-dayspermetrictonneof
heavymetalorGWd/MTU.

Thisburnupraterepresents
morethaneighttimesthetypi-
cal discharge burnup of tradi-
tionalpressurisedheavywater
reactors (PhWRs) andCanada
DeuteriumUranium(CANDU)
reactors, thecompanysaidina
statementonTuesday.

This testing, the company
said,highlightsthepotentialof
ANeeL nuclear fuel (Clean
Core’spatentedthorium-based
fuelthatblendsthoriumwitha
moreconcentratedtypeofura-
nium—hALeU—forPhWRs).

The significance of higher
burnups derived fromANeeL
fuel, the company said, trans-
lates to “several operational
benefits when integratedwith
the existing reactor design: re-
duced nuclear spent fuel
volumes, improved reactor
economics, enhanced safety
performance and improved
proliferationresistance”.

CleanCore, whose founder
and CeOMehul Shah is of In-
dian origin, is only the second
Americancompanytohavese-
cured an export license from
theUSDepartment of energy
(DAe) to sell nuclear technol-
ogy to India in nearly twodec-
ades.“Surpassing60GWd/MTU
ofburnupintheAdvancedTest
Reactor marks an important
milestone,”saidShah.

FullreporTon
www.inDianexpress.com

enseconomicBureau
NewDelhi,May5

TheUNIONCabinet Tuesday
approved two new semicon-
ductor plants in India, includ-
ing one that could be the
country’s firstcommercialdis-
play facility, in a fresh boost to
NewDelhi’s chipambitions.

Theseplantsarelikelytobe
the last ones to receive clear-
ance under the first iterations
of the Rs 76,000 crore India
SemiconductorMission (ISM),
with ten other plants having
previously receivedapprovals.

Crystal Matrix Ltd (CML)
will establish an integrated fa-
cility for compound semicon-
ductor fabrication and assem-
bly based on GaN (Gallium
Nitride) technology formanu-
facturingMini/Micro-LeDdis-
playmodules.

The integrated facility,
whichwillcomeupinDholera,
Gujarat, will also provide GaN
foundryservices.

The proposed products
will have applications in
large displays for TVs and sig-
nages/commercial displays,
medium-sizeddisplaysfortab-
lets, smartphones, and in-car
displays,andmicro-displaysfor
extended reality (XR) glasses
andsmartwatches.

TheprojectwillcostRs3,068
crore,withapproximately50%
of capex costs covered by the
government under the incen-
tivescheme.

Suchi Semicon Pvt Ltd
(SSPL) will set up an Out-

sourced Semiconductor As-
semblyandTest(OSAT)facility
in Surat, Gujarat worth Rs 868
crore for manufacturing dis-
crete semiconductors.

The proposed production
capacityofthisplantis1billion
chipsperannum.

Its target applications in-
cludepowerelectronics,analog
ICs, and industrial systems,
serving endmarkets such as
automotive,industrialautoma-
tion,andconsumerelectronics.
With these two approvals, the
total number of approvedpro-
jectsundertheUSMreaches12,
with cumulative investments
ofaroundRs1.64 lakhcrore.

Launched in 2021 with a
Rs76,000-croreoutlay, ISM1.0
was conceived as a state-
backed push to build a full-
stackchipecosystem,fromfab-
rication and packaging to
design and displaymanufac-
turing. The government is
understood to be working on
the next iteration of the plan,
and could approve a scheme
withanoutlayofaround$11bil-
lion, The Indian Express had
earlier reported.

however,undertherevised
scheme, the priorities of the
governmentmightchange.

WhileISM1.0focusedonat-
tracting chipmaking infra-
structure to India, ISM 2.0 is
likelytooffergreatersupportto
ancillary industries such as
gases, chemicals and capital
goods,amongothers.

FullreporTon
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Georgemathew
Mumbai,May5

TheSTAGe is set for a crucial
Tata Trusts boardmeeting on
May8,wherekey issuesonthe
agenda include its representa-
tionontheboardofTataSons,
differingviewsamongtrustees
regarding the potential listing
of Tata Sons and the issue of
perpetual trustees.

Aheadof thishighlyantici-
patedmeeting, Venu Sriniva-
sanandVijaySinghhavebeen
votedoutoftheTataeducation
and Development Trust
(TeDT)— a relatively smaller
entity within the Tata Trusts
group— after fellow trustee
Mehli Mistry opposed their
reappointmentduringthevot-
ingprocess.

Singh voted for reappoint-
ment of Srinivasan and the
latter voted in favour of
Singh,accordingtoTatagroup
sources.however, as the reap-
pointment needs unanimous
voting in favour of the candi-
dates, thetenuresofSinghand
Srinivasanwillnotbeextended
asper therulesof the trust.

Noel Tata, Chairman of
TataTrusts, andJNMistry are
theothertrusteesofTeDTand
they will be the only three
trustees of this trust after the
voting. Tata Trusts CeO Sidd-
harth Sharma and Chairman
Noel Tata did not respond to
mailsfromTheIndianExpress
aboutthechangesinTataedu-
cationandDevelopmentTrust
and theMay 8 boardmeeting

of Tata Trusts. Tata Trusts
boardmeetingwill review the
TataTrusts’ board representa-
tion in Tata Sons as per the
agenda of the meeting. As of
now,NoelTataandVenuSrini-
vasan are on the board of Tata
SonsasrepresentativesofTata
Trusts.SourcesindicatedNoel
Tata’sdirectorshipinTataSons
isunlikely tobe reviewed.

Tata Trusts board will also
discuss the position of two
trustees and the listing ofTata
Sonsontheexchanges.Twoof
thetrustees—VenuSrinivasan
andVijaySingh—had recom-
mended the listing of Tata
Sons. Their argument is
contrary to the resolution
passedbyTataTrusts to retain
thecompanyasanunlisteden-
tityayearago.FollowingaRBI
directive that requires upper-
layer NBFCs to list, Tata Sons
repaid its debt and sought de-
registrationfromthatcategory;

adecisionfromtheregulatoris
awaited. Noel Tata is opposed
toalistingasitcoulddilutethe
trusts’ vetopowers.

Themeeting will also dis-
cuss a complaint filed in the
MaharashtraCharityCommis-
sioner’s office about the per-
petual/ life-term trustees. The
petition, filed by lawyer Ka-
tyayaniAgrawalof lawfirmSV
&Co, has sought urgent inter-
vention,allegingthatSirRatan
Tata Trust (SRTT), which has
three lifetime trustees in a
boardofsixmembers,violated
the provisions of Section 30A
of the Maharashtra Public
Trusts Act, 1950. This section,
introducedthroughanamend-
ment in September 2025, says
perpetual or lifetime trustees
canmakeuponly25%ofapub-
lic trust’s board. The ratio is
now50%inSRTT.

FullreporTon
www.inDianexpress.com

Aheadof themeeting,VenuSrinivasanandVijaySinghhavebeen
votedoutof theTataEducationandDevelopmentTrust. REuTERS

Twonewchipplants
getcabinetapproval

NewDelhi:Commentingonthe
IMF’s economic forecasts, RBI
Deputy Governor Poonam
Gupta noted that over the
lastthreeyears,themultilateral
agency’s projection for
India’s growth “have always
been lower” than the
outcomes.

“So, thepoint Iamtryingto
makeisthatIndiangrowthhas
beenrobustandresilientinthe
pastfewyears...Iamalsotrying
tomakeapolite remarkon the
forecasting (accuracy) of the
IMF. I also compared it with
what the RBI does around the
same time…Yes, RBI also has
projectionerrors,buttheyseem
narrower. So, it’s an apple-to-
applecomparisonandperhaps
it willmake sense for us to ex-
change notes more,” Gupta
said, seemingly tongue-in-
cheek.

IMF’sSrinivasanresponded
that studies have shown the
Fund’s forecasts have no sys-
tematicbias.“Wemakeprojec-
tions every threemonths. Yes,
we can get our projections
wrong. It’s never intended
badly. We work very closely
withcountryauthorities...And
wewill continue to try and see
how our numbers canmatch
with that of the RBI going for-
ward,” Srinivasan said
to laughter. The RBI currently
expects India’s GDP to grow
6.9% in FY27, while the IMF is
forecasting6.5%growth.ENS

rBiseeserrors
inimFforecasts;
imFsaysno
systematicbias

l INVESTMENTPUSH
lTheDeparTmenT for
Promotionof Industry& Internal
Tradewillnowdisseminate the
proposal toministriesconcerned,
RBI,MinistryofHomeAffairsand
MinistryofExternalAffairs in2days

lTheminisTries, alongwith
MEA, RBI andMHA, are expected
to submit commentswithin eight
weeks after internal scrutiny of
the application is disposedof in
12weeks, as per thenewSOP

lanaDDiTional twoweeks
“shallbegiventoDPIIT” forcon-
siderationofproposalswhichare
proposedfor rejectionorwhere
additionalconditionsareproposed

TataSons listing,boardseats
onmenuofkeyMay8meet

Kolkata
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Explain d

Shubhamtigga
Ranchi,May5

ADIGITALsystemmeant tobring transparency ingov-
ernment spendinghas comeunder the scanner in Jhark-
hand,with investigators suspectinga treasury-linked
fraud that runs into tensof crores.Officials say the figure
may rise asmore transactions are scrutinised.Whathas
raisedconcerns isnot just the scalebut themanner in
whichalleged fraudulentwithdrawalswere routed
throughacomputerised financialmanagement system
meant toprevent exactly suchmanipulation, prompting
comparisons to the infamousFodder Scamof the 1990s.

Theallegedscam
Theallegedfraud involvesgovernmentofficialsand

staffhandlingaccountsandtreasury-relatedworkacross
departments inJharkhand,whoaresuspectedtohavesi-
phonedcroresof rupeesbymisusing thestate’s Integrated
FinancialManagementSystem(IFMS). IFMSisa
computerisedplatformimplementedbythestategovern-
ment forbudgeting,billprocessing, treasuryoperations,
e-disbursementofpublic funds, includingsalaries
throughtheKuberportal (treasurypayment)module.

Theallegedtreasuryscam,however,didnot involve
externalhackingorsystembreach. It involvedinternalma-
nipulationwhereintheauthorisedemployee“illegally
withdrew”theamounts inthenameofsalaries, taxes,ar-
rears,etc.,of thoseemployeeswhohadeitherretiredor
died.Formanyyears, insomecases foraroundadecade,
thediversionof fundswentundetectedintovariousassoci-
ates’accountsof theaccused,alsocalled“ghost”accounts.

Lastmonth, during the stateFinanceDepartment’s
routineanalysis andaudit of the treasuryaccounts, at-
tentionwasdrawn to the financial irregularities. The first
case emerged fromBokaroSP’s office,with thealleged
initial fraudof aroundRs3.15 crore.This gradually
increased tootherdistricts after theprobebegan.

Owingtotheongoinginvestigation, investigators from
theCrimeInvestigationDepartment (CID)andtheFinance
Department’sPrincipalAccountantGeneral refusedto
shareanydetails.Despitenoofficial statement, the
amountstandsatnearlyRs50crore.After theBokarocase,
ChiefMinisterHemantSorenandFinanceMinisterRadha
KrishnaKishore initiatedaprobeacross24districts.

Sources indicated that suspected irregularitiesmay
span 14district treasuries,withover adozenarrests re-
ported so far.While officialshavepegged thedetected
amount at aboutRs 50crore across fivedistricts, some
senior officials andpolitical leadershave suggested that
it could rise toRs 100-150croreormore.

Whyitwentundetected
While investigatorshavenotyetpubliclydetailedhow

theallegedfraudcontinuedundetected foryears, anof-
ficerposted inoneof the14affected treasuries, requesting
anonymity,outlinedthesystemanditsvulnerabilities.

According to theofficer, bills—particularly salary
bills—originateat thedepartment level,whereabilling
clerkprepares them,anaccountantorheadclerkchecks
them,and thedrawinganddisbursingofficer (DDO)cer-
tifiesdetails suchasemployees’names,bankaccounts,
and IFScodes.Oncesigned, thebillsmove to the treasury,
where theypass throughclerical staff andahead
assistantbefore reaching theTreasuryOfficer for final
approval andpayment through theKuberportal.

Theofficer, however, admitted that inpractice, scru-
tiny is largely limited to the summary sheet like gross
andnet amounts, deductions, bill number,month, and
theDDO’s certification—especially inbulk submissions
that can run intohundredsof bills aday. “noonechecks
each individual accountor amount in suchvolumes;we
relyon theDDO’s certification,” theofficer said.

This reliance, coupledwithhighvolumesand
multipleDDOsacrossdepartments, creates a systemic
blind spotwheremanipulatedentries canpass through
layeredapprovalswithoutdetailedverification.

Interestingly, a 2025 report by theComptroller and
AuditorGeneral detailed information technologycon-
trol failures in the IFMS thathave facilitated financial
irregularities andunauthorisedpayments.

While the report covered theperiod from2007 tono-
vember 2022, it noted that its findings remain relevant
for subsequentperiods.

In HIS victory speech at the BJP head-
quarters onMonday, PrimeMinister nar-
endraModisaid“thesoul”ofSyamaPrasad
Mookerjee“mustbeatpeacetoday”.Asthe
party wonWest Bengal for the first time
ever, the PM recalledMookerjee, the Ben-
gali leader who founded the BJP’s prede-
cessor, theBharatiyaJanaSangh, in1951.

A year after its formation, the Jana
Sanghmadeamodestelectoraldebut,win-
ning just three Lok Sabha seats (two of
themfromBengal).Thepartymergedwith
theJanataParty in the 1977election tode-
feat Indira Gandhi, but the Janata experi-
mentsooncollapsed.Itwasin1980thatthe
Jana Sangh’s successor, the BJP, was
founded, with Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who
hadoncebeenassociatedwithMookerjee,
as its firstpresident.

Early lifeandcareer
Born on July 6, 1901,Mookerjee—son

of Ashutosh Mookerjee, Calcutta High
Courtjudgeandvice-chancellorofCalcutta
University— studied at Presidency Col-
lege, Calcutta, and Lincoln’s Inn. He be-
came theyoungest vice-chancellorofCal-
cuttaUniversityat just33.

HewaselectedtotheBengalLegislative
Council in 1929 and 1930, first as a Con-
gressman and then as an independent.
From1941to1942,hejoinedtheProgressive
Coalition government of Fazlul Haque as
FinanceMinister. The government was
formed in opposition to the Muslim
League.Mookerjeejustifiedhisdecisionby
saying that theneedof thehourwas toor-
ganiseHindusandcooperatewithMuslims
whobelieved inworking together.

Acontroversial letterdecryingtheQuit
IndiaMovement, purportedly written by
Mookerjee to the British, has often been a
topicofdiscussion.

From 1943 to 1946,Mookerjeewas the
HinduMahasabha president. He took up
thecauseofBengal’sHindusintherun-up
to Partition, opposing Muslim League
leader and Bengal Prime Minister H S
Suhrawardy’s “United Bengal” plan —
whichcalledforanindependentstatesep-
arate from India andPakistan.Mookerjee

sawthisasanattempttoensuredomination
ofHindusbyaMuslimmajority.Hecalled
forthepartitionofBengal,withHindu-ma-
jorityWestBengalstayingwithIndia.

HisbrandofHindutva
After the assassination of Mahatma

Gandhi,MookerjeemadetheHinduMaha-
sabha’sWorking Committee adopt resol-
utionsthat“expressedshamethatGandhi’s
assassin had been connectedwith the or-
ganisation, and declared support for the
government in its efforts to suppress ter-
rorismorsubversiveactivitiesinanyshape
or form”,writesBDGrahaminHinduNa-
tionalismandIndianPolitics (2007).

Innovember1948,Mookerjeeresigned
fromtheHinduMahasabhaafteritrejected
his suggestion tobroaden itsmembership
if itwantedtobeamodernpoliticalparty.

Bengal’sHindus
When riots broke out in East Pakistan,

now Bangladesh, in 1949-50, large
numbersofHindurefugeescametoIndia.
Mookerjee, theminister of industry and
supply in the Jawaharlal nehru govern-
mentat this time, spokeout for them.

InApril1950,nehruandPakistanPrime
Minister LiaqatAliKhan signedapact cal-
linguponbothcountriestoprovideequality,
freedomandjusticetotheirminorities.

Mookerjee resignedfromthecabinetas
thepactdidnot includeaclause soughtby
him—sanctionsagainstanysidethatfailed
to honour the agreement. It was after this
thatMookerjeeformedtheBharatiyaJana

Sanghwith thehelpofRSSvolunteers.

TheKashmir issue
Theprincely state of Kashmir acceded

toIndiain1947.Article370oftheConstitu-
tiongaveParliamentpowersinthefieldsof
defence, foreign affairs and communica-
tion in the case of Kashmir. People from
outside required apermit to visit the state
andwerebarred frombuying landthere.

The state’s PrimeMinister, SheikhAb-
dullah, abolished big land holdings in
JammuandKashmir in1951under theBig
LandedEstatesAbolitionActwithoutcom-
pensation.HealsoadoptedUrduastheof-
ficial language.DograHindu landlords re-
sented these steps. Premnath Dogra, a
formerSwayamsevakandcivilservantfrom
Jammu, launchedanagitationagainst the
SheikhAbdullah government throughhis
Praja Parishad, seeking the complete inte-
grationofJammuandKashmirwithIndia.

Mookerjeejoinedthemovementin1952.

MookerjeeandKashmir
The Jana Sangh took up in Parliament

thearrestofDograandhisfollowersaftera
clashwith thepolice in thestate.

Bothpartiesalsoopposeditsadoptionof
astateflag,adoptingaslogan:“Ekdeshmein
dovidhan,dopradhanaurdonishannahin
hosakte(onenationcannothavetwoconsti-
tutions,twoPrimeMinistersandtwoflags).”

InJuly1952,thenehrugovernmentand
the Jammu and Kashmir government
signedtheDelhiAgreement,underwhich
thestateacceptedthejurisdictionoftheSu-

premeCourt. It alsoaccepted thesuprem-
acyoftheIndianflag,thoughthestate’sflag
would also remain in use. It accepted the
PresidentofIndia’spowertodeclareastate
of Emergency, subject to its concurrence,
in theeventof internaldisturbances.

The Praja Parishad, however, rejected
the Delhi Agreement. Innovember 1952,
Dogra and other leaders were again ar-
restedamidprotests.

Mookerjee calls foragitation
At its first annual session at Kanpur in

December 1952,Mookerjee’s Jana Sangh
passed a formal resolution supporting the
PrajaParishad’sJammuSatyagrahaforthe
completeintegrationofthestatewithIndia.

nehrusawtheJanaSangh’sorientation
as‘communal’onthisquestion.Hiscondi-
tion for talks was that the Praja Parishad
shouldstop itsagitation.

TheJanaSanghthendecided to launch
itsagitation.Vajpayee,whobecameprivate
secretarytoMookerjeeinearly1953,wassent
across Hindi-speaking states, including
UttarPradesh,topopularisethemovement.
Of the 1,200-oddagitatorswhocameto the
capital, 500were fromUP.Mookerjee then
travelled toMadhyaBharat—theGwalior-
Indoreregionoferstwhileprincelystates—
andRajasthan,alongwithVajpayee.

Mookerjee’s Jammuvisit
InMay1953,Mookerjeedecidedtogoto

Jammuwithoutapermit—asymbolicre-
jection of the state’s special status—with
Vajpayee.TheywentbytraintoPathankot
in Punjab, and addressedmultiple public
meetings across the state for three days.
MookerjeewasinformedatPathankotthat
hewould be allowed to enter Jammuand
Kashmirwithoutapermit.

OnMay11,1953,Mookerjeecrossedinto
JammuandKashmir over theRavi. How-
ever,thestatepolicehadputupbarricades
for his arrest. Mentally prepared for this,
Mookerjee did not turn back andwas ar-
rested.He toldVajpayee to return toDelhi
and tell everyone that he had entered
JammuandKashmirwithout a permit, if
onlyasaprisoner,writesAbhishekChoud-
hary inhisbiographyofVajpayee.

Mookerjeewas kept in a cottage about
12 km from Srinagar. However, the heart
patientwhohadabloodpressureproblem
couldnotcopewellintheconditionsofhis
detention.On June 23, he suddenly fell ill
anddied.TheRSS familyof organisations
views his death as “balidaan” or sacrifice
for thecauseofKashmir’s integration.

lHiStory

Bengal toJ&K:The life&
politicsofSPMookerjee

after theWestBengal victory, PM
Modi invoked theBengali leader
who founded theBJP’spredecessor
in 1951.a lookatwhathe stood for

Mookerjeebacked
partitionofBengal
and ‘complete
integration’ of
Jammu&Kashmir
with india.
WIkImedIa Commons

JanaSangh
toBJP

In its electoral
debut in 1952, the
BharatiyaJana
sanghwon three
Loksabhaseats
(twoof them in
Bengal).

l

Itmergedwith
theJanataParty
in the 1977

election.But this
experiment soon
collapsed.

l

In 1980, the
Janasangh’s
successor, the
BJP,was
founded.

l policy

WhyUPsteppedback frommandatoryprepaidsmartmeters
maulshreeSeth
Lucknow,May5

FACInG protests, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernmentonMondaysteppedbackfromits
pushformandatoryprepaidsmartelectric-
itymeters.Thedecisionisseenastheresult
ofseveralfactors:protests,regulatorypush-
back, shifting policy signals from the
Centre,andpoliticalcalculationsaheadof
nextyear’sAssemblyelections.

Whythepolicywasbrought
The policy was initially aimed at im-

proving billing efficiency and reducing
losses. Sources said that the state’s aggres-
siverolloutofprepaidsmartmetersoverthe
pastyear-and-a-halfwasrootedinitsinter-
pretationoftheCentralElectricityAuthor-
ity’s (CEA)2022regulationnotification.

According to AvadheshVerma, Chair-
man of Uttar Pradesh Electricity Con-
sumers Forumand amember of the Cen-
tral Electricity Advisory Committee, the
movecanbetracedtoclause3(b)oftheno-
tification. It said consumers in areaswith
communication networks “shall” be sup-
pliedelectricity throughsmartmeters op-

erating inprepaymentmode.
Vermasaidthegovernmentinterpreted

this as amandate, and began rolling out
prepaidsmartmetersasthedefaultfornew
connections and converting existing con-
sumers. About 85 lakh smartmeters have
been installed so far, but implementation
quickly ran into friction.

Whyit ran into trouble
Therollouttriggeredprotestsacrossdis-

tricts. Consumer complaints ranged from
higherorinconsistentbillingtoautomatic
disconnectionsandalackoftransparency
in prepaid deductions. The state initially
dismissedtheconcernsasbeingfuelledby
misinformationandpoliticalmotives.

Asprotestscontinued,thegovernment
heldreviewmeetingsandissueddirections
to resolve issues. TheUttar Pradesh Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commission (UPERC)
alsotooksuomotucognizance.Insomein-
stances, consumers removed or damaged
the installedmeters.

“Attheheartofthecontroversywasthe
issueof consumerchoice.Under theElec-
tricityActframework,consumersaregen-
erally entitled tooptbetweenprepaidand

BhaskarSarma
NewDelhi,May5

ARECEnTreport byLebanonaccused Is-
rael’smilitaryofcommitting“ecocide”dur-
ing its 2023-24 invasionof southernLeba-
non and reshaping both its “physical and
ecological landscape”.

Earlier, Iran’s foreignminister said Is-
rael's bombings of fuel depots in Tehran,
whichledto"blackrain",violated interna-
tional lawandconstituted“ecocide”.

Researchersandenvironmentalorgan-
isationshaveinvokedthesametermtode-
scribe theeffectsof Israel’swaronGaza.

Environmental groups have called for
theinclusionof‘ecocide’asaninternational
crimeundertheRomeStatutethatgoverns
theInternationalCriminalCourt (ICC).

What isecocide?
Ecocide refers to the worst harms

caused to the environment by human ac-
tions, usuallyonamajor scaleor affecting
ahugearea.Thetermwascoinedin1970by

Prof ArthurWGalston, a Yale plant biol-
ogist whose early research contributed to
thedevelopmentoftheherbicideAgentOr-
ange,whichtheUSArmyusedtodevastat-
ingeffectintheVietnamWar.Galstonused
‘ecoside’todescribethemassive,long-term
environmental devastation particularly
causedbytheherbicide’suse.

Two years later, at theUnConference
ontheHumanEnvironmentinStockholm,
Swedish PrimeMinister Olof Palme used
the termincontextof theVietnamWar.

Indeed, Vietnam became the world’s
first country to codify ecocide in its do-
mesticlawin1990.Sincethen,theuseofthe
termhas becomemorewidespread, with
manycountries—suchasRussia,Ukraine,
Chile,FranceandBelgium—incorporating
ecocide(or itsequivalent) intotheir laws.

Howdoes ‘ecocide’differ from
provisions in international law?

Many international conventions and
statutes deal with widespread environ-
mental damage, even if they don’t ex-

plicitlymention ‘ecocide’.
For instance, under the Rome Statute,

it is a war crime to intentionally launch a
disproportionateattackknowingthatitwill
cause“widespread, long-termandsevere”
damagetothenaturalenvironmentthatdi-
rectly impacts humans, such as causing
displacement, inflicting great suffering or
injuryonvictims,orcausingdeath.

TheGenevaConventions,whichestab-
lish standards for treatment of non-com-
batants, require that warring parties not
usemethods ofwarfare that cause “wide-
spread, long-term and severe damage to
thenaturalenvironment”.

The widely adopted Environmental
ModificationConvention(EnMOD),inforce
since1978,prohibitsthedeliberatemanipu-
lation of natural processeswhen it causes
“widespread,long-lastingorsevereeffects”.

So how does ‘ecocide’ differ from the
present international law framework?
Delhi-based senior advocate Avi Singh,
who has extensive experience in interna-
tionalcriminallaw,toldTheIndianExpress

thatthedifferenceisinthefocus.“Thelaws
we have are anthropocentric. They put
humanbeingsatthecentreofharm,while
ecocideputstheenvironmentasaseparate
entity that isbeingdamaged.”

Wheredocurrent lawsstand?
TheRomeStatute recognises four seri-

ouscrimes—thecrimeofgenocide;crimes
against humanity; war crimes; and the
crime of aggression. It classifies serious
damage to the environment under ‘war
crimes’—meaningitwouldbeconsidered
onlyduringwar.

Anotherhurdleis jurisdiction.Iranand
Lebanon,forinstance,arenotStateParties
to the ICC, which could complicate the
prosecutionpathway,pointedoutMrinalini
Shinde, Visiting Lecturer of International
EnvironmentalLawattheUniversityofCo-
logne,Germany.ICCjurisdiction,however,
could still arise through a Un Security
Council referraloradhocacceptance.

Onemoreissueiscriminalisation.Most
existing international instruments do not

establish enforceable international crimi-
nalliabilityforenvironmentaldestruction.

The InternationalUnion forConserva-
tionofnature(IUCn),aglobalbodyonen-
vironmentalpolicy,limiteditselfto“recog-
nising the crime of ecocide” in October
2025. “It will hopefully encouragemore
States Parties to push for inclusion of the
crime domestically and within interna-
tional law,” saidShinde.

This is what is behind the advocacy to
include‘ecocide’asaninternationalcrime
in theRomeStatute.

Inclusion, however, is easier said than
done.“ForinclusionintotheRomeStatute,
aStatePartytotheRomeStatutewouldin-
troduce the amendment of the Statute at
theAssembly of States Parties, andwould
require 2/3rdsmajority of States Parties to
be successful. Therewill be further condi-
tionsforsuchanamendmenttocomeinto
effect,” saidShinde.

What’s theenforcementchallenge?
The Council of Europe adopted the

Convention on the Protection of the En-
vironment throughCriminal Law in 2025.
This is the first legally binding interna-
tional treaty to criminalise severe and
large-scale environmental destruction—
“conduct thatmanytermecocide”, it says.

Under this convention, evenacts com-
mitted abroad canbeprosecuted inEuro-
peandomesticcourts.

“Thereisuniversalcriminal jurisdiction
forcrimesagainsthumanity.Withthis,there
is a potential to bring actions in domestic
criminallawirrespectiveofwheretheevent
happens,” said Singh. “For instance, if
whoever is committing an environmental
crimetravelstoEurope,thensomebodycan
bringacriminalactionagainstthem,saying
thattheyhavecommittedecocide,andthey
shouldnowbecriminallychargedandtried.”

According to both Singh and Shinde,
however, no direct prosecution has ever
been launched over environmental de-
structioncausedbywar.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpreSS.com

postpaidsystems.Thestate’sattempttoen-
forceprepaidmeters—especially fornew
connections—withoutexplicitconsentbe-
came a central point of contention,
strengtheningbothprotestsandregulatory
objections,” saidVerma.

Thegovernmentfirstannouncedatem-
porary halt to the conversion of existing
postpaidmetersintoprepaidsmartmeters,
butprotestscontinued.Meanwhile,Union
PowerMinisterManoharLalKhattarclari-
fiedinParliament lastmonththatprepaid
smartmetersarenotmandatory,undercut-
ting the interpretation that had driven
UttarPradesh’spolicy.

Subsequently, the CEA issued a fresh
amendment in its 2026 gazette notifica-
tion, revising the earlier provision. The
amended clause removed the explicit
requirementof“prepaymentmode”,while
allowing flexibility in implementation.

Adding to thepressure, theUPERCalso
intervenedbyflaggingconcernsandseeking
explanationsfromthestatepowerutility.In
a separatenotice,UPERCpointedoutnon-
compliancewith standards related to the
timelyreconnectionofsupplyinprepaidsys-
tems,evenraisingthepossibilityofpenalties.

InitsApril23order, itnotedthatrecon-
nections within themandated two-hour
window were achieved in only 77% of
cases, far below the 95%benchmark, and
questionedwhyaRs1lakhperdaypenalty
should not be imposed on the Uttar Pra-
deshPowerCorporationLtd.

According to government sources,
these developments prompted a course
correction before any adverse direction
fromregulatoryauthoritiesorcourtscould
come.Thegovernmentbeganrecalibrating
itsapproachintwophases,onApril19and
24. It first introduced immediate relief
measures,includingalimitedpauseindis-
connections. SMS alerts weremademan-
datory,givingconsumerstimetorespond.

Politics inanelectionyear
Thetimingoftherollbackisalsosignifi-

cant.Withstateelectionsduenextyear,the
issuehadbeguntogainpolitical traction.

Ultimately,thedecisiondoesnotendthe
smartmetering programme, but removes
themandatoryprepaidbilling aspect. The
broaderchallengeforthegovernmentnow
liesinensuringaccuratebilling,reliablesys-
temsandresponsivegrievanceredressal.

Shockto
consumers
lThe policy was in-
itially aimed at im-
proving billing effi-
ciency and reducing
losses.
lBut the rollout led
to complaints rang-
ing from higher bil-
ling to automatic dis-
connections.
lPrepaid smart
meters also led to
protests in Gujarat
and Rajasthan in
2024 and 2025, re-
spectively. The is-
sues were similar:
implementation,
consent and fears of
power cuts once the
balance ran out.
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A)

B)

C)

Date: 06.05.2026
Place: Durgapur

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [The Said Properties are under Constructive Possession/ Physical possession of the Secured Creditor]

BRANCH NAME /Account Name &
Address of the Borrowers / Guarantors

Description of the Immovable Properties
Mortgaged, Owner’s Name (Mortgagers of property(ies)

& Possession
C) Outstanding as on the date of 13(2)

Rs.22,19,000.00

Rs.2,22,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

A) Reserve Price
B) EMD
C) Bid Increase Amount

Kunal Das
Chief Manager & Authorised Officer

Punjab National Bank

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT RULES, 2002.

All that piece and parcel of land and two storied building situated at
Mouza- Asansol, Distt-Paschim Bardhaman, JL No 20, Kh No. 4032,
CS Plot No. 4746, Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, Asansol, Area– 3.50
decimal in the name of Jahida Khatoon, Md. Sahid Parwez, Rayaz
Ahmed, Arif Raja Bedil & Arshad Parwez covered by Deed No 3216 of
1962.
Possession Constructive

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

A) 19.07.2018
B) 06.10.2018
C) Rs.13,13,667.00
(Rupees Thirteen Lakh
Thirteen Thousand Six
Hundred Sixty-Seven Only)
as mentioned in the above
notices with up-to-date
interest.

B/O- 003200-ASANSOL,BASTINBAZAR
Account: MD SHAHIDPERWEZ
Borrower/Guarantor: Md Shahid Parwez S/o Late
Mohammad Ibrahim, Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, K TRoad,
Asansol-713301
Jahida KhatoonW/o LateMohammad Ibrahim, Railpar,
CharbiMohalla, KTRoad,Asansol-713301
Md Arif Raza Bedil S/o Late Mohammad Ibrahim,
Railpar, CharbiMohalla, KTRoad,Asansol-713301
Md Arshad Parwrz S/o Late Mohammad Ibrahim,
Railpar, CharbiMohalla, KTRoad,Asansol-713301
Md Reyaz Ahmed S/o Late Mohammad Ibrahim,
Railpar, CharbiMohalla, KTRoad,Asansol-713301

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of ImmovableAssets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of FinancialAssets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by theAuthorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as
mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as
mentioned in the table belowagainst the respective properties.

TERMSANDCONDITIONS: :
The sale shall be subject to theTerms&Conditions prescribed in theSecurity Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on ‘AS ISWHERE ISBASISand “AS ISWHAT ISBASIS” and “WHATEVERTHERE ISBASIS”
2. The particulars of SecuredAssets specified in theSchedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of theAuthorizedOfficer, but theAuthorizedOfficer shall not be answerable for any error,misstatement or
omission in this proclamation.
3. TheSalewill be done by the undersigned through e-auction platformprovided at theWebsitehttps://www.baanknet.comon26.05.2026 from 11.00AM to 4.00 PM.
4. For detailed termsand conditions of the sale, please refer towebsite: www.baanknet.com.
5. For any queries regarding the termsand conditions of the sale, the interested biddersmay contact KUNALDAS (ChiefManager) Mob: 9859952212.

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
LAST DATE & TIME OF TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) AND DOCUMENTS: UPTO 2.00 PM respective E Auction date 26.05.2026

Sale of immovable property mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI)
Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002)

Date & Time
of

E-Auction

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

Sl.
No.

1.

A) Date of Demand
Notice u/s 13(2)
B) Date of Possession

(In Rs.)

Details of the
encumbrances
known to
the secured
creditors

Not known
to Bank at
present.

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

Dated 26.05.2026

Nachan Road, Benachity, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, W.B. / e-mail: codgprec@pnb.bank.in

Circle Office, Stress Asset Management Division, Durgapur, (CO SAMD Durgapur)

A)

B)

C)

Rs.34,06,000.00

Rs.3,41,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All the piece and parcel of residential Land & building situated on Plot
No.6135/6908, Kh No.1767 & 3789, LR Kh No.3833, JL No-65, area of
land more or less 5 cottah, Mouza-Gopalpur, PO- Panagarh, PS-
Kanksa, Dist PaschimBardhaman, in the name of Nilkantho Halder S/o
KhudiramHalder coveredDeedNo.I-2039 of 2000.
PossessionConstructive

A) 09.07.2021
B) 19.10.2021
C) Rs.17,83,165.20 (Rupees
Seventeen lac eighty-three
thousand one hundred sixty-
five and paise twenty only)
as mentioned in the above
notices with up-to-date
interest.

BO: 020420-COKEOVEN
Account:NILKANTHOHALDER
Borrower/Guarantor/ Partner:Mr. Nilkantho Halder
Mrs. Shukla Halder, Address: Gopalpur, Uttar para,
Sukanta Pally, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, Pin-
713212

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

2. Not known
to Bank at
present.

A)

B)

C)

Rs.13,89,000.00

Rs.1,39,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All that piece and parcel of property situated at District Bardhaman,
Thana Salanpur, Sub-Division Asansol, A.D.S.R. Office Kulti, Mouza
Kalisanko, J L No. 48, R.S.Khatian No. 64, L.R.Khatian No 262, R.S.
and L.R. DagNo131, LOPNo: 165, Bastu Landmeasuring 4.14Kathas
in the name of Dipankar Saha, S/o Dipak Kumar Saha being deed no I-
3439 for the year 2014.
Possession Constructive

A) 13.01.2025
B) 08.04.2025
C) Rs.7,77,072.00 (Rupees
Seven Lakh Seventy-Seven
Thousand Seventy-Two
Only) as mentioned in the
above notices.

B/O: 206820-RUPNARAYANPUR
Account: DIPANKAR SAHA & CHANDRABALI
SAHA
Borrower/Guarantor: Mr. Dipankar Saha, S/o Dipak
Kumar Saha, Netaji Colony Kalisanko, Salanpur,
Kalisanko, Burdwan, Rupnarayan, West Bengal-
713335
Mrs. Chandrabali Saha,W/oDipankar Saha, Vill: Netaji
Colony, PO-Siakulberia, Dist Burdwan, West Bengal-
713335

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

3. Not known
to Bank at
present.

A)

B)

C)

Rs.11,35,000.00

Rs.1,14,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All the piece and parcel of one Commercial Godown Room on the first
floor of G+2 multistoried building named as “Yousuf Manjil” being
holding no 26/26, B B Road ward no 11 (old) & 46(new), PS-Asansol
under Asansol Municipal Corporation measuring 142.22 Sq.Ft. along
with undivided proportionate share of land, common passage including
staircase, lobby in the super build area located and situated at Bastin
Bazar Road, Mouza-Asansol, JL No 20, RS Khatian NO 930, RS Plot
No 9120,9124, registered in the name of Mr. Sahid Hoda Ansari & Mr.
Rustam Jawed Ansari both are the son of Late Samsul Hoda Ansari
beingDeedNo I-4545 of 2012.
Possession Constructive

A) 19.06.2024
B) 19.12.2024
C) Rs.14,34,575.94 (Rupees
Fourteen Lakh Thirty-Four
Thousand Five Hundred
Seventy-Five and Paisa
Ninety-Four Only) as
mentioned in the above
notices.

BO: 020220-ASANSOL
Account: HODAFOOT WEAR
Borrower/Proprietor/Guarantor:HODAFOOT WEAR
Borrower/ Guarantor: Hoda Foot Wear, C/o – Sahid
Hoda Ansari, 71 N, Bastin Bazar Bye Lane, Asansol,
West Bengal- 713301
Sahid Hoda Ansari, 71 N Bastin Bazar Bye Lane,
AsansolWest Bengal,Asansol- 713301
Rustam Javed Ansari, 71 N Bastin Bazar Bye Lane,
AsansolWest Bengal,Asansol- 713301

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

4. Not known
to Bank at
present.

A)

B)

C)

Rs.5,82,000.00

Rs.58,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All the piece and parcel of land and building measuring 7.6 decimal
situated at Mouza-Kalisanko, JL No.48, RS Plot No.131,
Corresponding to LR Plot No. 131, LR Khatian No.262 as deed & LR
Khatian No.629 as per Parcha, PS- Salanpur within the ambit of Kallya
Gram Panchayat, LOP No.165, situated at Kalisanko Asansol, Dist.-
Paschim Bardhaman registered in the name of Chandrabali Saha
bearing gift DeedNo.4732 dated 10.12.2021 atADSRKulti.
Possession Constructive

A) 20.07.2024
B) 21.12.2024
C) Rs.19,32,206.31 (Rupees
Nineteen Lakh Thirty-Two
Thousand Two Hundred Six
and Paise Thirty-One Only)
as mentioned in the above
notices.

BO: 206820-RUPNARAYANPUR
Account: CHANDRABALI SAHA
Borrower/ Proprietor/ Guarantor: Mrs. Chandrabali
Saha, W/o Dipankar Saha, Netaji Colony, PO_
Saikulberia, PSSalanpur,Asansol- 713335
Dipankar Saha, Netaji Colony, PO_ Saikulberia, PS
Salanpur,Asansol- 713335

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

5. Not known
to Bank at
present.

A)

B)

C)

Rs.3,78,000.00

Rs.38,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All the piece and parcel of the land and a covered garage on Sunita
Apartment, measuring area 195 Sqft, situated at JL No.20, RS Khatian
No.9284 to 9297, Plot No.RS 3985, CS 2019 & 2020, Holding
No889(N), Hill view north (near Hill View Church), Asansol-713304,
Dist-PaschimBardhaman,WardNo. 06/49. DeedNo.491 of 2018 in the
nameof Shaikh ImtiazAlam.
Possession Constructive

A) 08.09.2021
B) 09.12.2021
C) Rs.9,51,966.15 (Rupees
Nine Lac Fifty-One
Thousand Nine Hundred
Sixty-Six and paisa Fifteen
only) as mentioned in the
above notices.

BO: 030510-ASANSOL
Account: SHAIKH IMTIAZ ALAM
Borrower/Guarantor/ Partner: Shaikh ImtiazAlam
BF Mazhar Court Upper Chelidanga, UC Danga,
Asansol, Pin-713304

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

6. Not known
to Bank at
present.

A)

B)

C)

Rs.3,78,000.00

Rs.38,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All that piece and parcel of land and building situated at MouzaMankar,
JLNo 134, Khatian No 6726 LR Khatian No 8077 presently LR Khatian
8437, RS & LR Dag No 1290 admeasuring 2.5 decimal within the
jurisdiction of ADSR Mankar PS Budbud District Purba Burdwan vide
deed no I-235/2024 in the nameofDipaGhosh.
Possession Constructive

A) 23.07.2025
B) 18.10.2025
C) Rs.13,77,654.00
(Rupees Thirteen Lakh
Seventy-Seven Thousand
Six Hundred Fifty-Four Only)
as mentioned in the above
notices.

B/O: 213310-SHILAMPUR
Account: DIPAGHOSH
Borrower/ Guarantor: Dipa Ghosh, D/o Ram Narayan
Mitra, Nayek Para, Mankar, Purba Bardhaman, West
Bengal- 713144

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

7. Not known
to Bank at
present.

A)

B)

C)

Rs.31,37,000.00

Rs.3,14,000.00

Rs.10,000/-

All the piece and parcel of the land and building situated at Mouza-
Baidyanathpur, JL No 5, Kh No 1407,367 & 2609, RS & LR Dag No
630/1877, Area of land 3.50 cottah, ADSR Raniganj, Pandaveswar,
under Baidyanathpur Gram Panchyet, Dist Paschim Bardhaman, Pin
713346, registered in the name of Sri Subrata Neogi, S/o Late Sanjib
Neogi, deed no I-63 dated 06.01.2015.
Possession Constructive

A) 04.02.2022
B) 06.09.2023
C) Rs.10,28,896.59
(Rupees Ten Lakh Twenty-
Eight Thousand Eight
Hundred Ninety-Six and
Paisa Fifty-Nine Only) as
mentioned in the above
notices with up-to-date
interest.

BO: 473600-PANDABESWAR
Account: SUBRATANEOGI
Borrower/Guarantor/ Partner: Sri Subrata Neogi,S/o-
LateSanjibNeogi
Mrs Bandana Neogi, Address: Ramnagar, Vill+PO-
Pandabeswar, Pin-713346

26.05.2026
11.00 AM
to
4.00 PM

8. Not known
to Bank at
present.

M. Sc. Forensic Science (2 Years)
Integrated B. Sc. - M. Sc. Forensic Science (5 Years)

M. Tech. Artificial Intelligence & Data Science

(Specialization in Cyber Security) (2 Years)

M. Sc. Digital Forensics & Information Security (2 Years)
M. Sc. Cyber Security (2 Years)
Professional Diploma in Crime
Scene Management (6 Months)
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Head Constable/Driver
Sarat Gogoi on his Balidan Diwas. On
this day, he made ultimate sacrifice
while on operational duty in Satakha,
Nagaland.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Sub Inspector Rajender Singh
of 4 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
while performing law and order duties
in Manipur on 6 May 1963. #CRPF
salutes the braveheart and pledges
never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable/Driver Mohan
Singh of GC Bantalab, who made the
supreme sacrifice while bravely
thwarting an attempted bank robbery
by armed militants in Central Bank of
India, Gandhinagar, Jammu & Kashmir

on 6 May 1989. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let
his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Shadhu Yadav of
119 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
while bravely combating Maoists during
an operation near Gaganpalli, PS
Errabore, District Sukma, Chhattisgarh
on 6 May 2006. #CRPF salutes the

braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to Sub Inspector
Omnath and Constable/Water Carrier Atma Prasad of 2 Bn, who made
the supreme sacrifice while bravely combating Maoists during a Road
Opening Patrol along Injiram– Gorkha road, PS Konta, district Sukma,
Chhattisgarh on 6 May 2009. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY FORCE

CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day,
he laid down his life at the altar of duty.
His courage and bravery would remain
an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally
indebted to him for his noblest deed.

Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector
Rajender Singh

4BN
06-07-1915 To
06-05-1963

HEAD
CONSTABLE/
DRIVER SARAT

GOGOI
11.05.1979 –
06.05.2023

Veer Balidani
Constable/Driver
Mohan Singh
Group Centre,

Bantalab
27-09-1952 To
06-05-1989

Veer Balidani
Constable

Shadhu Yadav
119 BN

20-08-1969 To
06-05-2006

Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector

Omnath
2 BN

06-01-1975 To
06-05-2009

CT/GD
S. GOPAL
DHEP

DULHASTI
06-05-1993

Veer Balidani
Constable/Water

Carrier
Atma Prasad

2 BN
15-01-1957 To
06-05-2009

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE FOR ROLLING ADVERTISEMENT FOR TEACHING
FACULTY POSTS AT TURA MEDICAL COLLEGE

FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-27

No. Health. 145/2026/4 Date: Shillong the 04th May 2026.

The Health & Family Welfare Department, Government of Meghalaya, invites
applications from eligible personnel for the posts of 14 Professor, 20 Associate
Professor and 25 Assistant Professors on a contract basis in these various disciplines
for the proposed Tura Medical College targeted to be operational during 2026-27
Academic Year.

For detailed advertisement, including eligibility criteria, application form and other
instructions, please visit the official website of the Health & Family Welfare
Department. Government of Meghalaya: https://meghealth.gov.in

Sd/-
MIPR NO. 0328 Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Meghalaya,
Dated: 4/5/2026 Health & Family Welfare Department.

NOTICE
I, the undersigned inform to all that my
father Rajani Kanta Mondal along with
his two brothers namely Bhola Nath
Mondal s ince deceased and Panchu
Gopal Mondal s ince deceased-a l l o f
Village: Kustia, P.S. Tollygunge at present
Anandapur, District South 24-Parganas by
virtue of a Deed of Patta dated 21.10.1938
registered in the office of DR, Alipore and
recorded in Book No.I, Volume No. 95,
pages from 278 to 285 being Deed No.
4241 for the year 1938 till his death was
the owner of All that Piece and Parcel of
Shali Land measuring about 5.20 acres
situate and lying in Mouza: Nonadanga,
being Part of J.L. 10, C.S. Khatian No. 339
and C.S. Dag No. 582 under Police Station
Tollygunge at present Anandapur, District
South 24 Parganas and on 01.05.2026 the
said original Deed of Patta dated 21.10.1938
is found missing from my residence and
lodged a missing diary at Baruipur Police
Station vide G.D.E. No. 146, dated 02.05.2026,
and I also by an affidavit No.15410, dated
05.05.2026 before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore declared the missing
of the said original Deed of Patta. And I shall
be highly obliged to the person/persons who
will give the information of my said Deed
of Patta within 7 (seven) days.

Smt. Tagarbala Mondal
Paschim Ghoshpur, South Garia,

P.S. Baruipur, Dist. South 24 Parganas,
Pin-743613, Mob: 6289903667

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising

copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian

Express(P)Limitedcannotbeheldresponsible forsuch

contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a

result of transactionswith companies, associations or

individualsadvertising in itsnewspapersorPublications.

We therefore recommend that readers make

necessary inquiries before sending any monies or

entering into any agreements with advertisers or

otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner

whatsoever.

''IMPORTANT''

Inform your opinionwith
investigative journalism.

I get the inside
information and get

inside the information.

indianexpress.com

Kolkata



TheIndIanexpress16 Wednesday,May6, 2026

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Indian Bank
under the Securitisation andReconstruction of FinancialAssets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (12)
read with rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a
DemandNoticeDated06.02.2026 calling upon :
M/s. Mansur Ali Khan and Others, Proprietor : Mansur Ali Khan (Borrower),
Village - Paikpari, P.O. - Antila, P. S. - Bagnan,District - Howrah, Pin - 711312
MansurAli Khan, Proprietor ofM/s.MansurAli Khan andOthers, (Borrower /
Guarantor / Mortgagor), S/o. Umar Khan, Village - Paikpari, P. O. - Antila, P. S. -
Bagnan,District - Howrah, Pin - 711312.
Rupnihar Khatun, (Guarantor / Mortgagor), W/o. Mansur Ali Khan, Village -
Paikpari, P.O. -Antila, P. S. - Bagnan,District - Howrah, Pin - 711312
with our Kolaghat Branch to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being to
Rs. 2,47,32,451.00 (RupeesTwoCrores Forty Seven LakhsThirty TwoThousand
Four Hundred Fifty One Only) as on 06.02.2026 within 60 days from the date of
receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of
the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her
under Section 13(4) of the said Act with rule 8 and 9 of the said rules, on this
05thDayofMayof the year 2026.
TheBorrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealingswith the property will be subject to the charge of
the IndianBank for an amount of Rs. 2,47,32,451.00 (RupeesTwoCrores Forty
Seven Lakhs Thirty Two Thousand Four Hundred Fifty One Only) as on
06.02.2026 and interest thereon.
“We draw attention to the provisions of Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act
and the Rules framed there under which deals with your rights of
redemptionover the securities.”

Description of the Immovable Property
Mortgaged Assets : Land & Building property at Mouza - Khandinan, J. L. No.
59, R. S. and L. R. Plot No. 1372, Hal KhatiyanNos. 2438, 2439, 2440, 2441, 2442
and 2443, Area 9.92 Decimal, Registered in Book - I, Volume No. 0506-2018,
Page from 85419 to 85451, Being No. 050604195 for the year 2018, ADSR
Bagnan, standing in the name of Mansur Ali Khan, S/o. Umar Khan.
Boundaries of the Property - North : Plot No. 1362, South : Mecheda to Kolkata
NH - 6. East : Property of Rupnihar Khatun, West : Property of Sk. Siraj Ahmed
Ding.
Land & Building property at Mouza - Khandinan, J. L. No. 59, R. S. and L. R. Plot
No. 1372, Hal Khatiyan Nos. 2438, 2439, 2440, 2441, 2442 and 2443, Area 8.10
Decimal, Registered in Book - I, Volume No. 0506-2018, Page from 87519 to
87553, Being No. 050604301 for the year 2018, ADSR Bagnan, standing in the
nameofRupnihar Khatun,W/o.MansurAli Khan.Boundaries of the Property-
North : Plot Nos. 1362 and 1360, South :Mecheda to KolkataNH-6, East : Plot No.
1374,West : Rest part of Plot No. 1372 ofMansurAli Khan.
Land & Building property at Mouza - Khandinan, J. L. No. 59, R. S. and L. R. Plot
No. 1372, Hal Khatiyan Nos. 2438, 2439, 2440, 2441 and 2442, Area 0.60
Decimal, Registered in Book - I, Volume No. 0506-2021, Page from 18627 to
18651, Being No. 050600848 for the year 2021,ADSR - Bagnan, standing in the
nameofMansurAli Khan,S/o. Umar Khan andRupnihar Khatun,W/o.Mansur
Ali Khan. Boundaries of theProperty -North : Property of 1360, South : Plot No.
1374, East : Plot No. 1372,West : Plot No. 1372.

Date : 05.05.2026
Place : Kolaghat

Authorised Officer (Chief Manager)
Indian Bank

NIQ
O/o the Exe. Engineer

Jhargram Electrical Division,
PWDte.

WBPWD/EE/JED/NIQ13/
2026-27

Bid submission last date:
06/05/2026 upto 12:00 PM

For details follow
www.pwdwb.in or visit

the office.

indianexpress.com
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Sport

l KvaRatSKHeLIa: PSg’S x-factoR

Bayern’s nightmare, raised in the congested lanes of Tbilisi
Sandip g
NewDelhi,May5

aPPLes anD geniuses share
an eternal bond. issac newton
is said to have discovered the
phenomenon of gravity by
watching apples fall in an or-
chard. Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
foundthesolutiontoanage-old
inconveniencewiththehelpof
apples in his orchard. the
ground,aconvertedfarmland,
he played during summers in
his ancestral home in tsalen-
jikha,Georgia,hadanirongate
with sharp edges, resembling
theheadofaspear,ononeside.
his father, competent enough
to play in azerbaijan’s top
league, warned him of the
edges that had torn numerous
footballs in his childhood. his
son glanced around the
ground, plucked a few apples
and stuck those into the pro-
trudingspikes.

the father marvelled at his
son’s ingenuity. the solution
was in plain-sight for several
generations.butittookachild’s
observation to find it. Years
later, fans, managers, col-
leagues and defenders mar-
velled at Kvaratskhelia’s wis-
domtofindsimplesolutionsto

complexproblems.heseesthe
paththatnoonesees,hecharts
theroutethatnoonevisualises.
hezipstheballsthroughchan-
nelsthatexistonlyinhisvision.
the PsG man’s opponents in
theChampionsLeaguesemifi-
nal,bayernMunich,knowsthe
key to reaching the final lies in
locking the man who flows
through the turf like a smooth
butunstoppablestream.

hefloodedthemtwice,with
twobeauteousgoalsinthefirst-
leg.thefirstwouldhauntthem
as the worst nightmare. he
ambled down the left-flank —
he never runs — slid infield,
dribbled past the left-back
Josip stanišić, as if he didn’t
exist, thenspreadhisbodyand
curled a low short into the bot-
tomrightpast twopairsofout-
stretched legs cannoning onto
him and a third just standing
hypnotised at an artiste from a
differentera.Kvaratskheliabe-
longstotimewhenfootballwas
lessprocessedandmechanical,
butmoreflairandfree-spirited,
the milieu of short shorts,
skinny legs and low-hung
socks.thehairisunruffled,the
movements are without ex-
tremeathleticviolence,thede-
meanour isun-hubristic.

he leaves his markers with
holloweyesandscarredhearts.
Like aston Villa’s axel Disasi
last year. With the fresh legs
and enthusiasm, he hurtled
into the Georgian, who merely
rolledhisrightfootovertheball
andswivelledhissnakehipsto
the right. Disasi’s attempted
tackle met the Parisian air and
he slumped backwards. When
Disasi turned his head back,
Kvaratskhelia had slithered
beyondhisreachandlaunched
a missile into the near top
cornerof thenearpost.

in moments as these, the

moniker napoli fans struck on
him, Kvaradona, after their
most famous player Diego Ma-
radona, doesn’t sound hyper-
bolic. his arrival in napoli was
no accident either. his father,
badri, idolised the argentine.
“From the time i was little, my
father always has been always
talking about Maradona like a
God,”hewroteinPlayers’trib-
une. “so when my agent told
menapoliwantedmetocome,
i was so happy. but my father?
unbelievable. My father says,
“You cannot say no to napoli!
You cannot say no to Mara-

dona’sclub!”sowedidn’tthink
toomuch.nodebate.”

his own idol, though, was
his father. some of his goals
werevideographedinVhstape
he rewatches frequently. “if
somebody was speaking about
Messi or Ronaldo, i’d say, “no,
no,no…Myfatherisbetter.iwill
showyouthevideos,”hewrote.

but unlike his father’s idol,
hekeepshimselfatanarm’sdis-
tancefromscandals.it’sperhaps
becausehecan’tbetakenoffthe
field. in Dinamo tbilisi’s acad-
emy, he snuck out of his bed to
train alone in the night. the
guards would oblige, and soon
they would be his friends and
nocturnal spectators. he once
overheardseniorsridiculinghis
frailphysique.hefeltlikecrying.
but he held his tears back and
told himself: “i have to show
them that i can play good (foot-
ball).” “My mentality goes hard
then. it was motivation. and it
mademegood,”hepenned.

he took this mentality to
naples and Paris. Luis enrique
callshimawarrior.hisbackline
colleagues praise his contribu-
tions in defending. in the first
leg against bayern Munich, he
made three significant defens-
ive contributions and won five

of the 10 duels on the ground.
hedefendslikeheis“crazyhun-
gry”asmanagerenriquehadin-
structed him. he is his own
man, but operating within the
collective identity of his team.
he is grounded, doesn’t strut
with the aura of a superstar
when he is with the national
team. “i consider myself a
simple person," Kvaratskhelia
oncetoldbbCsport."itrytostay
grounded, listen to my family,
andalwaysrememberwhoiam
andwhereicomefrom.”

he embodies the freshness
of the Caucasus ranges, where
hishometownis;hisclosecon-
trol and dribbling in tight
spaces owes to the congested
lanes and alleys of urban tbi-
lisi, where he lived in a nonde-
script house in a soviet-era
apartment block. “it was like
four buildings. in the centre of
these buildings was our “sta-
dium.”butonlyhardconcrete.”
heavy falls broke his knees. so
he learned not to fall even
under the heaviest challenges.
“You learn to escape the de-
fender’s slightest touch,” he
wrote. it was ingenuity again.
as it is now; and as it was that
daytheideaoftheapplestruck
him.

KhvichaKvaratskheliawill playacrucial role in theaway leg . ReuteRs

ShankarNarayan
Mumbai,May5

neiL MCKenzie has known
Ryan Rickelton since before
eitherofthemhadheardofthe
iPL.Whatheremembersfirstis
not a cricket shot but a weight
rack."he was a weightlifter at
around14,butlikemanysouth
african kids, he was multi-
skilled," McKenzie, former
southafricabatterandmentor,
tellsthe indianexpress.

"he played squash, a lot of
other sports, and that helped
him massively. that base of
strengthandcorestabilityfrom
weight training has helped his
powerandbalance.he'salways
been very disciplined about his
training.Probablyoneofthefit-
test and strongest guys you'll
find. it all accumulates into a
well-balanced athlete, and that
showsinhowrobustheisinthe
middle.”

that robustness has been
Mumbaiindians'onefixedpoint
in an otherwise dissolving sea-
son. Rohit sharma has played
three matches, a hamstring
keeping him out. suryakumar
Yadav has not found form.
hardik Pandya has not consist-
ently delivered. three wins in
ten matches, playoff qualifica-
tion hanging by a thread. Rick-
elton, the wicketkeeper-bats-
man from Johannesburg, has
scored380runsineightmatches
at a strike rate of 190.95 — and
doneitwithoutawobble.

Partofitisagroundthatsuits
him. after his 83 against Luck-
nowsuperGiants,Rickeltonex-
plainedwhytheWankhedefeels
likehome."ComingfromJohan-
nesburg, the Wanderers, where
yougeta lotof similarpaceand
bounce.ididn'tbelieveitatfirst,
buti reallyenjoyit.there'snice
paceinit,yougetgreatvaluefor
shots, and the ball really flies
here. i've adapted my game
aroundthisvenue. if i canhave
agoodfirmbasehere, i'mquite
happy.”

the comfort has been most
visible on the leg side. against
KKR,62percentofhisrunscame
through mid-wicket and long-
on—thepick-upshot,thewhip,
good-length deliveries redi-
rectedbeforebowlerscouldad-
just. against sRh, where he
made123,itwas76percent.any-
thingonhispadswaspunished;
whentheytriedtomovetheball
away, he found the same zone

anyway. even against LsG, 61
percent came from that area.
threeinnings,sameanswer.

McKenziepointstooneshot
Rickelton has quietly made his
own."theflickoverfineleg.he's
using the bowler's pace, getting
inside the line, and picking up
that back-of-a-length ball. or if
it's slightly fuller, he's strong
enoughtojustflickitoverfine or
square leg." Deliberate work,
nowlookinglikeinstinct.

the adaptation runs deeper
than one ground or one shot.
"Ryan has adapted really well.
he's worked hard on his spin
play and adapting to different
conditions. if you want to play
international cricket, you have
to adjust everywhere, and he's
donethat."thementalsidehas
been worked on too. "in t20
cricket, you sometimes value
your wicket too much when
you'vegotastrongfirst-classrec-
ord. he's learned to back his at-
tackinginstinctsandadaptthat
mindsetreallywell.”

What McKenzie keeps
comingbacktoissimpler. "he's
a run-getter. he loves scoring
runs and finds a way. he's not
scared to ask questions. he
knows his game really well and
is always looking to improve.
Youwon'tfindaharderworking
cricketer in too many places.
that'swhatgoodplayersdo.”

in a season where Mi have
searched for steadiness at the
top,Rickeltonhasnotneededto
search for anything. he has
simplybatted.

RyanRickeltonhasbeenashining light forMumbai Indians.cReiMas
TusharBhaduri
NewDelhi,May5

aFteR a promising start,
Delhi Capitals are meandering
towardsthefamiliarterritoryof
irrelevance as the iPL season
enters its business end. after a
winoverRajasthanRoyals, the
home game against Chennai
super Kings was a must-win
encounter. but the timid
manner of their eight-wicket
defeat, combined with their
poornet runrate,means thata
playoff spot isnowa longshot.

CsK,ontheotherhand,kept
thefeel-goodvibesgoingwitha
third successive win and they
hadtheir'Chetta'tothankagain
to guide them to what was a
comfortable win in the end.
there'sstill littleroomforerror
but the five-time champions
aretrendingtherightway.

Sanju is theman
Getting a 100 in around 40

balls isgoodforabatter'shigh-
light reel. but once in a while,
when the pitch is not an ally,
one has to find different ways
toskinacat.sanjusamson,has
gottwohundredinthefirstsea-
son for his new franchise, but
his unbeaten innings of 87 off

52 balls on tuesday showed
that he has become a changed
player since his heroics in the
t20WorldCup.

at Delhi, samson couldn't
goforeveryballandhadtopick
his moments. he had lost his
captain early and urvil Patel,
who was threatening to break
loose, was gone with 45 on the
board in the seventh over. the
surface needed some circum-
spection and samson played
his role to perfection. Rotating
strike wasn't easy so the CsK
openerfocusedonhittingevery
ball in his hitting arc to the
boundaryandbeyond.

his first maximum proved
that six-hittingneedn't involve
violence. axar Patel had given
him just a hint of room in the
second over and samson gave
himself some more before loft-
ing the ball, almost apologeti-

cally,overwidemid-offforasix.
thatsetthetemplateforthe

match-winninginnings,where
samson didn't fight the pitch
but focused on timing to target
the short boundaries. and he
knewwhentoputhisfootonthe
gas. When Lungi ngidi, return-
ing after his scary injury in the
game against Punjab Kings,
bowled a tight 14th over giving
awayonlyasingle,theequation
read 50 needed off 36 balls.
that's when samson took
mattersintohisownhands. the
next over, bowled by t natara-
jan, went for 20, including two
sixes and a four, and the match
was over as a contest. so much
so, that thegamewasdoneand
dustedwithtwoandahalfovers
to spare. but samson couldn't
have done it all by himself.
Young Kartik sharma played a
crucial role in match-winning
standof114off66balls.

Spin towin
sometimes the biggest

qualityacaptainneedsiscour-
age. but then perhaps, if you
have a Powerplay bowling ex-
pert such as akeal hosein, get-
tinghimtobowlthreeoversout
ofthefirstsixisn'tquitethatbig
a risk. but having a spinner to
bowlthelastoverofthePower-
play comes with an inherent
risk, when the batters at the
crease are proficient against
spin and looking to accelerate
afteraquietstarttotheinnings.

Delhi Capitals had already
lostPathumnissankaandwere
struggling to get away. KL
Rahul, the leading run-scorer
in the tournament, was at the
crease trying to come to terms
with a surface that was slow
and low, and assisting the
spinners.

in short, the typical pitch
one would expect at Delhi's
arunJaitleystadium.

the home team had man-
aged to reach only 36/1 in five
overs and needed to optimise
thelastsixdeliveriesbeforethe

field spread when Chennai
super Kings skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad took the call. akeal
foxed one of the best players of
spinwithsometraditionalskill.
the ball was flighted and DC's
best batter was foxed in the air
as the delivery dipped and
turned enough to miss the
middle of the bat. the miscue
didn't evencross thecircle.

thethreeoversthattheleft-
arm spinner from the Carib-
beanbowled inside thePower-
play brought returns of 1/15,
part of a spell of 1/19 with as
manyas14dotballs.

butthefactthatthisseemed
almost expected and CsK got
some stick for leaving him out
for a crucial game that really
speaksofhisimportanceforhis
franchise.
BRiefScoReS:DC 155/7 in
20overs (Rizvi40notout;
Noor2/22,Hosein 1/19) lost
toCSK 159/2 in 17.3overs
(Samson87notout,Kartik
41notout)by8wkts

iNdiaN pRemieR league

Samson’s 52-ball 87 givesCSKcrucial
win inplayoff quest afterAkeal
pushesDCbackwithaprobing spell

SanjuSamsonscored87 runsoff52balls tosingle-handedlyconstruct the runchase. PRaveenKhanna

SynopSiS: Sanjuis the
manforthe jobonce
againasCSKoutclass
shoddyDCinmid-table
battle forplay-offspot.

Sanju isChennai’sSuperKingas
DCslide furtherafterpoorshow

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad,May5

nuMbeRFouRistheposition
nobody wants until the game
needs saving. too early and
you're wasting resources; too
lateandthetargetisalreadyout
of reach. this season, two
batters have made it look
straightforward: heinrich
Klaasen for sunrisers hydera-
bad, shreyas iyer for Punjab
Kings.

they are the only two
middle-order batters among
the top 15 run-getters in iPL
2025.theotherthirteenaretop-
order batsmen — openers,
mostly, with Jos buttler and
ishan Kishan coming in as the
odd number threes. the posi-
tiondemandssomethingdiffer-
ent:theabilitytowalkinagainst
fiery pacers when two wickets
have fallen early, read the situ-
ationinthreedeliveries,andbat
accordingly.orwalkinwhen90
havealreadycomeintenovers,
and not slow that rate down.

Very few have done it consist-
ently. suryakumar Yadav was
one.GlennPhillipsanother.

Klaasen was not the desig-
natednumberfourforsunrisers
last year. nitish Kumar Reddy
was, and the biggest issue he
faced was timing — either tak-
ingtoolongtogetgoingorstart-
ing before he'd read the pitch.
Klaasen, with his experience,
fitted into the position right
away. against Kolkata Knight
Riders,withtheteamintrouble,
hemade52off35.againstLuck-
now,62off41—eachtimebuild-

ing from nothing, calm head
down,layingfoundationforthe
oversthatfollowed.

some questioned his strike
rate during those innings.
Klaasen's answer was clean:
"i'vebeenindifficultsituations,
and then you have to take re-
sponsibility and be mature
aboutit.Youcan'tjustdealwith
it, and that's not how the game
works. i don't care about strike
rate.Youjusthavetofinddiffer-
ent ways to score ten runs, en-
suring you still post a good
score.”

then, when sunrisers
needed him aggressive from
ball one, against Mumbai in-
dians he made 65 off 30.
againstDelhiCapitals,37off13.
he had turned a dial rather
thanchangedaphilosophy.

While Klaasen had to move
from low gear to high, iyer had
to move the other way — from
number three down to four —
andrecalibrateentirely.unlike
Klaasen, who already had the
power and needed to work on
strike rotation, iyer had to add
power,tomatchtheyoungsters
around him getting blistering
starts. "the way they hit the
ball,theycleartheboundaryso
easily—itrubsintomeaswell,"
he said early in the tourna-
ment.healsowantedtodomi-
nateimmediately. "i just liketo
dig into the bowlers when the
chips are down. i don't want to
getintothatmindsetwherethe
bowlergetsontome.”histhree
innings — 69 off 33 against
sunrisers, 66 off 35 against
Mumbai,71off36againstDelhi

— all came in chases, when
Punjab were hunting large to-
tals and the required rate was
already climbing. he didn't
waitforthegametoslowdown.
heranat it.

the two share one visible
similarity despite their con-
trasting routes to the position:
a strike rate of 139 for Klaasen
and136foriyerintheirfirstten
deliveries. neither charges out
immediately. they take a few
balls, read the pitch, read the
situation — then shift. once
they do, Klaasen maintains a
similar tempo against both
pace and spin: 155 and 159 re-
spectively. iyer, who usually
goeshardatspinners,hasbeen
harder on pace this season —
174againstpacers,droppingto
156against spin.

Differentinstincts,different
routes. the outcomes have
been similar enough to keep
both teams in contention for
theplayoffs.

(Withinputsfrom
LalithKalidas)

Klaasen, IyerbecomeIPL’smostvaluablebatters

Reuters
Rome,May5

PLaYeRs WouLD boycott the
Frenchopeniftheirprizemoney
at the claycourt Grand slam is
not increased, women's world
number one aryna sabalenka
said. the belarusian's threat
came amid a heated disagree-
ment between players and Ro-
landGarrosorganisersoverprize
moneydistribution,despitethis
year's tournament offering a
9.5% increase to 61.7 million
euros($72.19million).severaltop
players released a statement on
Monday saying they were set to
receive prize money that would
likely still be less than 15% of
tournamentrevenue,wellshort
of the 22% they demanded to
matchatPandWtacombined
1000events.

Whenaskedhowfarplayers
mightpushtheirdemands,sa-
balenka told reporters at the
italian open: "i think at some
point we will boycott it (the
tournament), yeah. i feel like
that's going to be the only way
to fight forour rights.

"Let'sseehowfarwecanget,
if it's going to take players for

boycott... some of the things, i
feel like it's really unfair to the
players. i think at some point
it's going toget to this."

however,theworldnumber
onestruckahopefulnoteabout
ongoingnegotiations.

"i just really hope that all of
thenegotiationthatwearehav-
ing,weatsomepointaregoing
to get to the right decision, to
the conclusion that everyone
willbehappywith,"sheadded.

Reuters has contacted the
French tennis Federation for
comment. the prize money
boost of 5.4 million euros com-
paredto2025stillleavesRoland
Garros trailing its Grand slam
rivals. the u.s. open offered
$90 million last year while
Wimbledon paid out 53.5 mil-
lion pounds ($72.51 million)
and the australian open a rec-
orda$111.5million($80.06mil-
lion) thisyear.

sabalenka said the players
deservedmoreprizemoney.

"When you see the number
and you see the amount the
playersarereceiving...ifeellike
theshowisonus.ifeellikewith-
outustherewouldn'tbeatour-
nament,"sabalenkaadded.

Players shouldboycott
FrenchOpenoverprize
moneydispute: Sabalenka

Pricetaghas
nothingtodo
withPant’s
form:Langer

expressNewsService
NewDelhi,May5

RishabhPant’sreturnswith
the bat continued to lag on
Monday even as some of his
big-ticket teammates at Luck-
now super Giants finally man-
aged to find some form. the
LsGcaptainfellafterscoring15
in 10 balls as LsG lost by six
wickets to Mumbai indians at
the Wankhede stadium, thus
sinking to their sixth consecu-
tivedefeat.

theinningstookPant’stally
for the season to 204 runs at a
strikerateof128.30andaverage
of 25.50. While this is woefully
belowparbyanystandard, it is
acontinuationofapatternthat
was set last season, in which
Pant scored 269 runs in 14
matchesatastrikerateof133.17
and average of 24.45. nearly
half of those runs came from
his last innings of the season
alone, in which he scored an
unbeaten118 in61balls.

that innings remains an
outlier, with Pant scoring just
three 50+ scores in the 24 in-
nings he has played as captain
of LsG, having been bought by
the side at the 2025 auction for
Rs 27 crore, making him the
mostexpensiveiPLplayerofall
time. LsG head coach Justin
LangerwasaskedifPant is still
feelingthepressureofbeingthe
big-ticket buy for LsG. “hon-
estly, i don’t think the money
has anything to do with it; i
don’tthinkthathasanythingto
dowithitatall.Whatidothink
is that leadership is a tough
position,you’recarryinglotsof
pressure, and he knows that,”
Langer told themedia .

“he’scarryingalotofpress-
urefortheteam,andhedoesit,
likeallofus,withasmileonhis
face98%ofthetime.theother
2% of the time, it’s tough. but
he’s chipping away, he’s work-
inghardand,asisay,he’shada
match-winninggameearlierin
the season. We love it when we
see him smiling and playing
that swashbuckling style of
play, and he’s not far off,”
Langerexplained.

Despite the loss, Langer
backed captain Pant, insisting
the wicketkeeper-batter was
close to rediscovering his best
form. “You know, he’s a very
good player; we know that.
We’ve seen him in test cricket
destroy teamsatnumber five.”

“soyeah, imean,Rishabh’s
notfaroff,”theaustraliansaid.

RishabhPant has only scored
204 runs this season. Pti

Rickelton: The
weightlifter from
Johannesburg

Hewasa
weightlifterat

around14,but like
manySouthAfrican
kids,hewasmulti-
skilled.Heplayed
squash,a lotofother
sports,andthat
helpedhim.”
Neil mckeNzie,
FoRMeRsouthaFRicacRicKeteR

HeinrichKlaasen (L) andShreyas Iyer. FiLe/cReiMasFoRBcci

lIPLtable
Teams M W L PTS
PBKs 9 6 2 13
RcB 9 6 3 12
sRh 10 6 4 12
RR 10 6 4 12
Gt 10 6 4 12
csK 10 5 5 10
Dc 10 4 6 8
KKR 9 3 5 7
Mi 10 3 7 6
LsG 9 2 7 4

M:Match;W:Win;L:Loss;Pts:Points;
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amitkamath
Mumbai,May5

Onawild opening day at the
super rapid andBlitz Poland
tournamentontuesdayinWar-
saw,worldchampionDGukesh
drewagameagainstalirezaFi-
rouzja, who he was winning,
then lost a game tohansnie-
mann,whichwas heading to-
wardsadrawand finally ended
his day by winning a game
against Jan-Krzysztof Duda,
wherehewasunder significant
pressure.

three blunders - not all by
Gukesh-decidedthefortunesof
theworldchampiononthefirst
dayoftherapidandblitztourna-
mentinWarsaw.Butthebigtalk-
ingpointof thedaycamewhen
the 19-year-oldwas locked in
battleagainstniemanninround
2.Whenmakinghisknighthop
on the e7 square on his 27th
move,Gukesh,alreadyunderse-
vere time trouble at that point,
knockedoverniemann’squeen.
When he tried to pick up the
queen,heaccidentallyknocked
over a pawn as well. With his
time runningdown to just two
seconds,Gukeshhittheclockto
prevent himself from getting
flagged.atthatpoint,twoofnie-
mann’spieceswerestilldownon
theboard.

theamericangrandmaster
hauledoverthearbiterwhogave
himanextraminute,butdidnot
forfeitGukesh.

“ipersonally think it should
beaforfeit.Butit’snotmyjobto
decide,” niemann told saint
Louischessclubinaninterview
aftertheday’sgameswereover.

niemannpointedoutthatat
the World rapid and Blitz
championship inDoha, there
wereinstancesofplayersgetting
handed forfeits because they
hadknockedoverthepiecesand
then reset theclockbefore they
had arranged thepieces in the
right squares. not that itmat-
tered.Withniemannalreadyup
ontheclockandthenreceiving
one additional minute as per
tournament rules,Gukeshcon-

tinued toduel both theameri-
canandhisclockbeforemaking
the game-decidingblunder on
move 51 (51. Ke4) where he
movedhiskingtoe4,thusallow-
ingniemann’shfilepawntoad-
vance down the board andhis
knightong4onaperfectsquare
to offer protection.Gukesh re-
signedonmove53.

thiswashissecondblunder
of theday fromGukesh. in the
first gameagainstFirouzja,Gu-
keshhadsquanderedawinning
positioninasinglemove,too.

since becoming theworld
champion inDecember 2024,
Gukeshhas shownremarkable
improvement in the rapid
format. and it seemed like he
wasdestinedtobeatFirouzja.By
the 29th move, Gukesh had
seizedcontrol of thegamewith
blackpieces.Bymove32,hehad
three additional pawns on the
board. By move 40, alireza
wouldhavestartedentertaining
thoughts of waving thewhite
flagofsurrender.

Bothplayersmade inaccur-
acies,butGukeshmaintaineda
two-pawn advantage and his
edgeon theevalbar.Buton the
68thmove,whenFirouzja cap-
turedGukesh’srookandoffered
up his own, Gukesh took the
rookwith thewrong piece: he
opted to take with a pawn in-
steadofwithhis bishop,which
turnedouttobeagame-chang-
ingerror.after 20moremoves,
thegameendedinadraw.

Dudaheldanedge fromthe
26thmove,anddespiteinaccur-
acies,hisedgeneverslipped.But
a blunder onmove40allowed
Gukesh to put his king under
duress. the Polish GM ulti-
matelyresignedonmove45.

the day saw only two
players, Gukesh’sworld cham-
pionship challenger Javokhir
sindarovandniemann,stayun-
beatenafterthreerounds.Wed-
nesdaywill seeGukeshandJa-
vokhir sindarov square off for
the first time since theUzbek
GMconfirmed his spot in the
worldchampionshipasthechal-
lenger.

3blunders, 1win
markGukesh’s start

HansNiemannreacts toGukeshpressinghisclockwhile twopieces
werestill rollingon theboard. ScreengrAbviASAintlouiScheSSclubYoutube

VanForeest
downsCarlsenin
Classicalchess
Mayankchaudhary
NewDelhi,May5

itWaspitchblack. Jordenvan
Foreestwokeup in total panic,
unawareofhiswhereabouts.the
alarmwasdeafeningandhehad
noideawhatwasgoingon.afire
alarm and just 45 minutes of
sleep. thatwas the chaotic be-
ginning to the Dutch Grand-
master’sdayintheswedishtown
ofMalmö,thevenueofthetePe
sigemanchesstournament.van
Foreest,alongwiththerest,was
evacuatedfromthehotel,onlyto
learn later that it was a false
alarm. “ihadno ideawhere the
hell i amand itwas completely
pitchblack inmyroomandthe
soundwassoincrediblyloud,”he
toldchess.com.

the man who woke up in
complete “panic anddisorien-
tation”wasn’t aware then, but
thedaywasabouttodeliverthe
biggest win of his career as he
took downnorwegianWorld
no.1Magnuscarlsenjustafew
hourslater.awildfourthround
tie between van Foreest and
carlsencarried the samesense
ofpanic,withtheevaluationbar
forcedtodancewitheachmove
in the endgame. Beating
carlsenisonething.Outplaying
him in classical chess, that too
intheendgame,remainstheul-
timate goal formost.Wielding
the white pieces, van Foreest
andcarlsen ventured into the
siciliannajdorf.carlsentookan
earlyeightminutethinkonjust
the sixthmove. By the eighth
move, he allowedanexchange
of queens. thenburnt 25min-
utes on amove. half his clock
wasalreadygone.

thewhite pieces began en-
joyingmorespaceontheboard.
carlsen'sblackpieces,suddenly
lacked the right squares. then
cameVanForeest's 21stmove,
knight to c6, brought his piece
dangerously close tocarlsen's
king. carlsen faced a brutal
choice. he could capture the
knight,butthatwouldmeanlos-
ing his cornered rook.hewas
forcedtotaketheknightanyway.
VanForeestwasnowapawnup.
thegamehadentered rare ter-
ritory.carlsen sat in an inferior
positionwithlessthantwomin-
utesleftonhisclock.VanForeest
still hadover 13minutes.What
followedwascarlsen'ssignature
long grind, the kindwhere he
usuallychurnswater intowine.
But this time, the Dutch kept
grindingtoo.

thegameebbedandflowed
for the next 60moves, seem-
ingly heading toward another
shared spoil. But then came a
finalmistakeonthe86thmove
fromcarlsen.

Shivaninaik
Mumbai,May5

hs PrannOy rues that the
thomas cup isn't called the
‘Worldcup’.chiragshettysays
they don't expect airport re-
ceptions, just basic appreci-
ation by indians for a tough
medal won. satwiksairaj ran-
kireddy is determined he
won't lethiskidsplaybadmin-
ton – the apathy hewitnessed
after india returned with a
bronzemedal, as well as gold
in 2022, hasbrokenhisheart.

through amedia interac-
tion facilitated by sai, and
anotherlaterthatincludedchi-
rag-satwik together, india's fi-
nest doubles pairing, spoke of
what is rankling them so in-
tensely.

Excerpts:

Satwik,whatprompted
yourpost that 'nobody
cares'about Indiawinning
aThomasCupbronze
medal this time?
Satwik: i never share any-

thingusually. i letgoof things.
But this time, i exploded.
someone has to speak up. it's
okay if i'm seen as the villain.
inthelastsixmonths,i'vebeen
thinking that do only people
who do bad things become

popular. (When we crave ap-
preciation), as players, we
don't want big things. no, we
don't want prizemoney. even
ifakidwalksuptousandsays,
'Bhaiyyayouplayedwellorwe
want a picture with you', we
arehappy.

Whattriggeredthis?
Satwik:Wewereat theair-

port,takingaseven-hourflight
backfromGermanytohydera-
bad. nobody even asked us
who we are, what medals we
havewon.thereweresomany
indians, many telugus. We
werewearingthomascup jer-
seys. But everyone was busy
with iPL, politics, whatever.
same thingwhenwewongold
in 2022. We should have cel-
ebrated much more. People
don't realise these chances
mightnotcomeagain.itisvery
tough towin thethomascup,
evenmedallingistough.When
welandedattheairport,all the
playerswere justbookingcabs,
Prannoy, srikanth, Dhruv.no-
bodyaroundseemedtonotice.
Myfriendscametopickmeup,
but i felt really sad looking
around at that airport scene –
topathletestryingtobookcabs.

Chirag,yourthoughts?
Chirag: it was that feeling

that 'stillnobodycares.'see,we

never expected people would
come to the airport to receive
us.Last timewhenwewon,we
werewell received,wemet the
PM,andwewerefelicitated.But
thewayitshouldbecelebrated,
itwasn't.thosewhowatchbad-
minton appreciate it, but the
generalpublicjustdoesn'tknow
themagnitudeof the2022win.
Makesme sad that we are not
yet a sporting nation. there's
onlyalittlethatthegovernment
andthefederationcando.their
schemes are terrific. But the
sportingecosystemdoesn'tcel-
ebrateachievements.

Satwik,whatdoesthisdo
toyourmorale?

Satwik: When chirag's
dancingcelebration reelwent
viral, i was happy. But i re-
membered how somebody
playssomerandomthing,and
itgets 1millionfollowers.and
i ask myself, 'Why?' here we
are fighting to win, and if we
get injured, there'snoreplace-
ment for us. We play without
support and under immense
pressure in team events. But
even a title was not enough
last time. again this time. i
toldPrannoyi'llnot letmykid
play badminton. if you are
strong mentally, you'll man-
age, but otherwise it's really
tough to keep going on like
this (with a large part of the

country oblivious to our per-
formance). Frankly, at the
hyderabadacademy,wewere
felicitated,andthatsmallbou-
quet and cake cutting was
enough.We don't expect any-
thing grand.

Doyou thinkpre-tie
selectiondiscussionsor
evencriticism is actually a
good thing– thatpeople
care enough to talk about
badminton?
Satwik: those whowatch

and are really genuine do put
out good tweets. i even kept
screenshots because i would
feel good. But in February, at
the asian team champion-

ships in china, i needed to
leave after threematches, be-
causetherewasapujaathome
formy father's death anniver-
sary. there were socialmedia
comments about, "how could
he just leave the team?"these
things stay in your head and
really affect badly. not all
youngsters are going to be
strong,andwill strugglebadly.
i left twitter (now X), might
leaveinsta too.andi'mhappy
thatway. even this time, they
said, 'Why can't you beat
Franceandwhyareyoushoot-
ing reels after bronze?' i
wantedtosay,evenwewanted
gold. We are more disap-
pointed than anyof you. But i
decidednot to get into it.

Satwik,whywereyounot
in thedancing reel of
Chirag thatbecame
popular?Youdidn't like
the steps?
Satwik:thatwas the only

argument i had with chirag
this time. We had been in the
stadium for 4-5 hours, and
were to take a bus to the hotel
at 7pmand the flight at 3am. i
was tired, so i told them let's
shoot it later. the thing is, i
wanted to finish packing and
have a freemind.
Chirag: Prannoy sent the

trendtome,andwedecidedto
go ahead with it. We dragged
ayush (shetty) when he was
returning from laundry and
made him dance. now, some
people (satwik)areangry,and
sitting in the corner sulking
aboutmissing out.

‘Wouldn’twantkidstoplaybadminton...
sadtoseewearenotasportingnationyet’

InteRvIew: SatwIkSaIRaj RankIReddy &chIRag Shetty

Topdoublespair opensupabout
the frustrationof goingunnoticed
despiteworld-topping feats

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (L) andChiragShettywerepart of India’s ThomasCup triumph in2022. File

Reuters
Liverpool,May5

Manchester city's Pre-
mier League title hopes were
dealt a crushingblowonMon-
day as they dropped precious
pointsateverton,relyingonJe-
remyDoku's strike deep in in-
jury timetosalvagea3-3draw.

city,with 71 points from34
games, trail leadersarsenal by
five points but with a game in
hand after a chaotic contest
that saw everton fight back
afterpunishingacostlydefens-
ive error from city's Marc
Guehi.

city now need arsenal --
who have 76 points after 35
games -- to stumble in one of
their final three games to keep
their chances of
liftingthetrophy
alive.

"it's better
than losing.
(But) it's not in
our hands,"
Guardiola told
skysportsabout
the title race.
"Before it was,
now it's not. We
have games left.
Wewill seewhathappens."

Guardiola'smen looked to
beheadingtowardsdefeat,and
city's travelling fans had al-
ready streamed toward the
exits with their title dreams in
tatters when Doku, who also
scoredcity'sopenerinthe43rd
minute, fired into the top
cornerfromtheedgeofthebox
in the97thminute.

theequalisercappedawild
second half that featured a
thierno Barry double and a
goal fromJakeO'Brien.

cityhadgoneintothebreak

in control after Doku bent a
beautiful strike into the top
cornerthatkeeperJordanPick-
fordhadlittlechanceofsaving.

But Guard-
iola's men un-
ravelled in the
second half. it
started when
Barry inter-
cepted Guehi's
horrific pass
back to goal-
keeperGianluigi
Donnarummato
level in the 68th
minute.

the offside flag originally
went up, but since the ballwas
not passed toBarry by a team-
mate, the goal was given.
O'Brienheadedhomea corner
to give everton the lead in the
73rd minute and Barry com-
pletedhisdoubleinthe81stafter
anotherdefensivemistake.

"it's always a pleasure to
play against a big team like
Manchester city," Barry said.
"We had to settle for a draw so
we need to keep pushing be-
cause there are three games
left."

Cityblinkfirst, title
nowinArsenal’shands

ErlingHaaland lookson in
disbelief after Evertonscore. AP

Citynowneed
Arsenal to

stumble inoneof
their final three
gamestokeep
theirchancesof
liftingthetrophy

alive.
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