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Aransacked TMC office in the
Golf Green area of Kolkata,
Tuesday. ExPRESS

Fourkilled as
post-poll
violenceflares
upinBengal

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 5

Two alleged BJP workers were
killed in New Town in North 24
Parganas and Udaynarayanpur
in Howrah, while the TMC al-
leged that two of its party
members were also killed in Be-
leghata in Kolkata and Nanoor
in Birbhum district as post-poll
violence flared up in the state.

A man identified as a TMC
worker was found dead in Birb-
hum district’s Nanoor, with
party supporters alleging he was
hacked to death by BJPworkers.
In a separate incident, the BJP
alleged one of its workers was
killed by miscreants associated
with the TMC, while he was cel-
ebrating the party’s poll victory
in Howrah’s Udaynarayanpur
on Tuesday.

The family members of the
TMC worker, identified as Abir
Sheikh, alleged he was attacked
by BJP miscreants while he was
on his way back to his house.
Upon receiving the informa-
tion, a large contingent from
the Nanur Police Station ar-
rived at the location and cor-
doned off the area.

The family members of BJP
worker Jadhav Bor alleged that
while he was returning home
after poll victory celebrations
on Monday, he was dragged
away by a group of individuals
and attacked with sharp
weapons, police said, adding
one person hasbeen arrested in
connection with the incident.

In two other separate inci-
dents, a TMC worker identified
as Biswajit Pattnaik was killed,
while in New Town, BJPworker
Madhu Mondal was allegedly
killed by TMC workers following
an argument, as a victory pro-
cession of the BJP was passing
byin Bhalliguri area, police said.

The TMC MLA-elect from
Nanoor, Bidhan Majhi, claimed
that Sheikh was an active
member of the party and was
killed by BJP goons in the area.

However, BJP leader Shya-
mapada Mondal said none of
their party members was in-
volved in the attack and police
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Happening
today

® VIETNAMESE PRESIDENT To
Lam, whois on a three-day visit
toIndia, is scheduled to hold
wide-ranging discussions with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

@ |PL2026: Hosts Sunrisers
Hyderabad and league leaders
PunjabKings will face offina
key encounter.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SHAH TO BE OBSERVER AT MEETING OF MLAs TO ELECT LEADER

Suvendu frontrunner for Bengal
CM, swearmg—ln hkely on May 9

Two workers each from TMC, BJP
killed in post-poll violence in state

Tanusree Bose, Liz Mathew
& Jatin Anand
Kolkata, New Delhi, May 5

GIANT-KILLER SUVENDU
Adhikari, whospearheaded the
BJP’s ground offensive in West
Bengal that breached the TMC
citadel to end Mamata Baner-
jee’s 15-year rule, has emerged
as the frontrunner for the post
of Chief Minister.

Hailing the party’s election
victory as “a triumph for every
patriotic nationalist and every
BJPworker,” Adhikari, whode-
feated Banerjee in Bhabanipur
and also won from Nandigram,
said Tuesday that the BJP was
committed to “a developed,
prosperous and secure West
Bengal”.

His remarks came on the
day post-poll violence erupted
in different parts of the state
and four persons — two workers
each of the TMC and BJP-were
killed in separate incidents.

Meanwhile, BJPsources said
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who has been named the
party’s central observer for the
election of theleader of the legis-
lature party, is likely to leave for
Kolkata Thursday. Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
will be the co-observer for the
election.

In New Delhi, BJP national
president Nitin Nabin chaired
ameeting of general secretaries
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at the party headquarters in
which preparations for the
swearing-in ceremonies were
discussed.
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BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari distributes sweets at the party office in Kolkata on Tuesday. ParTHA PAUL

Not defeated, won’t resign... Will
strengthen INDIA bloc: Mamata

Ravik Bhattacharya
&AtriMitra
Kolkata, May 5

A DAY after the BJP swept the
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions, Trinamool Congress
(TMC) chairperson Mamata
Banerjee Tuesday ruled out
stepping down as Chief Min-
ister, alleging that the results
were “not a people's mandate
but a conspiracy”. Banerjee
vowed to take the battle to the
streets and strengthen the Op-

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) chief Vijay pays tribute to the party’s ideological leaders at the party
headquarters in Chennai on Tuesday. p1i

For a majority, Vijay starts talks
with both Congress, AIADMK

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 5

ADAY after the election results,
which saw Vijay’s Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) emerge
asthesingle largest partyinthe
Tamil Nadu Assembly, the state
is preparing for something it
hasnot witnessed in decades —
acoalition government.
Leaders from both the Con-
gress and the AIADMK said on
Tuesday that Vijay reached out
to their parties for support in
forming a government.

THEBIG
PICTURE

A Vijay
blockbuster
PAGE9

Making its Assembly elec-
tion debut, the Tamil film
superstar’s TVK won 108 seats,
leaving a significant gap to the
ruling DMK, which camein sec-

ond with 59 seats. However,
with the TVK falling short of the
majority mark of 118 in the 234-
member Assembly, attention
hasshifted swiftly from celebra-
tion to coalition-building.

By Tuesday morning, as
Vijay visited his party officeand
convened a meeting with
newly elected MLAs, plans for
a coalition were already set in
motion.

Sources indicated that
under one proposed arrange-
ment, the TVK-led government

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TMC leader Mamata Banerjee in
Kolkata on Tuesday. PARTHA PAUL

position INDIA bloc.

“We have not been de-
feated, I have not been de-
feated, Iwill not resign. There is
no question of my going to Raj
Bhavan. In thiselection, the BJP
and the Election Commission
have played a dirty game. They
forcefully grabbed (votes),” the
TMC chief, wholost to BJP’s Su-
vendu Adhikari by 15,105 votes,
said at a press conference in
Kolkata, with her nephew and
Diamond Harbour MP

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Free LPG to grants for

job

ess, TVK’s poll

SOps could see 52%

spil

ke in welfare bill

Projected cost about Rs1lakh cr/ year;
DMK spent Rs 65,000 crin 2025-26

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, May 5

FROMRS 2,500 every month to
women heads of householdsto
six free LPG cylinders per
household every year, agrant of
Rs 4,000 per month for 10 lakh

spent by the previous DMK gov-
ernment on welfare schemes
and subsidies in 2025-26.

To put these numbers in
perspective, TVK's projected
welfare expenditure equals ap-
proximately one-third of Tamil
Nadu'stotal revenue receipts of

unemployed graduates Rs 3.311akh crore, as per
— and much more. the 2025-26 state budget.

As film star-politi- That could put a sig-
cian Vijay's TVK pre- ® nificant burden on the

pares to rule Tamil
Nadu following its in-
credible election victory, the
focus is now on the expansive
promises listed in its manifesto,
which builds upon, and even
exceeds, commitments made
by previous state governments
(seecharton page 2).

Given the TVK's manifesto
and official state data, the new
government's projected annual
expenditure on welfare spend-
ing alone would be close to Rs 1
lakh crore —an increase of over
52% from the Rs 65,000 crore

budget, squeezing space
for capital expenditure
in a state that already carries a
debt of26% of GSDP. If financed
entirely through higher expen-
diture without new revenues,
this could push the fiscal deficit
from the budgeted 3% of GSDP
in2025-26 to about 3.5-4.0%.
This does not count the pro-
jected spending on a cooper-
ative farm loan waiver and
legally guaranteed MSP pro-
curement of paddy and sugar-
cane that have been promised
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw at a Cabinet briefing Tuesday. pri

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, May 5

THE UNION Cabinet on Tues-
day approved a credit support
scheme to meet the needs of in-
dustries in distress due to the
West Asia conflict, targettingan
additional credit flow of Rs 2.55
lakh crore, including Rs 5,000
crore for airlines.

Modelled on similar life-
lines for distressed sectors dur-
ing Covid, the Government's
new Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme 5.0 (ECLGS
5.0) has an estimated outlay of
Rs 18,000 crore.

According to an official re-
lease, additional credit will be
available to MSMEs and non-
MSMEs, excluding aviation, up
to 20% of peak working capital
utilised during Q4 FY26,
capped at Rs 100 crore. For air-
lines, the credit will be up to

¢ BENCHSTRENGTH
OFSCTORISETO 38

® The Cabinet cleared a proposal
forintroducing The Supreme
Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026, in Parlia-
ment to increase the court's
strength from the existing 34
Judges to 38, including the Chief
Justice of India.

REPORT, PAGE 6

per borrower, subject to certain
specific conditions, it said.
Guarantee fees will be
waived under the scheme. For
MSMEs and non-MSMEs, ex-
cept aviation, the loan tenure
would be five years from the
date of first disbursement, in-
cluding a moratorium of one
year. For airlines, the loan ten-
ure would be seven years from

100%, capped at Rs 1,500 crore »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CJI: Original PIL on
Sabarimala should have
been thrown in dustbin

Bench questions
locus, intent of
original petitioner

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, May 5

HEARING CONSTITUTIONAL
questions arising out of peti-
tions seeking a review of its
2018 judgement on the Sabari-
malaissue, a nine-judge bench
of the Supreme Court Tuesday
questioned the locus and intent
of the original petitioner, with
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kantsaying that the PIL should
have been “thrown outright in
the dustbin”.

On September 28, 2018, a
five-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court, in a 4-1 verdict,

ruled that the practice of ban-
ning women of menstruating
age from entering the Sabari-
mala temple in Kerala was un-
constitutional. Thatbench was
headed by then Chief Justice of
India Dipak Misra.

On Tuesday, while ques-
tioning Advocate Ravi Gupta’s
submission that the then CJI
had provided police security to
him and Naushad Ali, presi-
dent of the NGO Indian Young
Lawyers Association (IYLA)
which had filed the Sabarimala
PIL in 2006, Justice B V Naga-
rathna said, “Since you are re-
ferring to the learned former
Chief Justice, with great re-
spect, rather than ensuring
there was security provided to
the advocates, he could have
ensured that there was no need
forasecurity threatatall by not

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

o THE 58-YEAR-OLD CONGRESS CANDIDATE MADE IT TO VOTER LIST ON EVE OF NOMINATION DEADLINE, AFTER SC RULED IN HIS FAVOUR. HE WON FROM FARAKKA BY 8,000-PLUS VOTES

Deleted by SIR, elected by people Motab Shalkh is the ‘luckiest person’

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 5

UNTIL A month ago, all Motab
Shaikh hoped for was to make
it to the West Bengal electoral
roll. Now, the 58-year-old isone

(SIR) exercise, Shaikh had ap-
proached the Supreme Court to
urge the tribunals to hear his
case on priority. On April 5, a
daytogofortheend of deadline
to file nominations for the first-
phase seats, the apex court

of only two candidates of the  ruled in Shaikh’s favour.

Congress to have On April 6,
won in the state, { PAGE1 } Shaikh filed his
keeping alive hopes papers from the Fa-
of the party, after it anChor rakka Assembly seat.
had scored a duckin On Monday, he got
2021. 63,050 votes to win the consti-

His name deleted as a voter
after adjudication, following
the Special Intensive Revision

tuency by a margin of more
than 8,000. It was his first As-
sembly election; with the last

polls that the contractor by pro-
fession fought being for pan-
chayats. His son now handles
the family business.

The Trinamool Congress,
which held the Farakka seat,
was relegated to the third posi-
tion, with the BJP finishing sec-
ond.

Incredulous at the reversal
in his fortunes, Shaikh told The
Indian Express over the phone:
“Iamone of the luckiest people
in the world. I had lost all hope
whenIfound my name deleted
from the electoral list following
the SIR. Ithought Iwould never

‘I had lost all hope...

Itis avictory of the people,’ says Motab Shaikh

even be able to vote... But the
peoplevoted for me...Itisavic-
tory of the people.”

Oftheroughly 27.11akh dele-
tions after adjudication in Ben-
gal, 38,222 were in Farakka. The
Murshidabad district, where
Farakka falls, saw the highest
number of deletions in the
state, at over 11 lakh.

The other Assembly seat
won by the Congress in Bengal,
Raninagar, also falls in Murshi-
dabad district. Julfikar Ali won
from here by a margin of 2,701
votes, winning 79,423 votes,
againstsitting MLA Abdul Sou-

Kolkata

mik Hossain of the TMC.

Shaikh points out that he
only got 14 days to campaign
because of the long uncertainty
over whether he would be in-
cluded as a voter and be
allowed to contest. “First the
Congress took time to nomi-
nate me, and then I found that
my name was deleted from the
electoral roll. Icould campaign
only in half of my Assembly
constituency,” Shaikh says.
Had he got more time, he adds,
“my margin would have been
more”.

The Congress, which had

won Farakka in 2016, says
Shaikh’s victory was proof of
“the lack of a level-playing
field” due to the EC. “Creating
a foolproof electoral roll is the
duty of the poll panel. Here, the
ECwas forced toallow Motab to
file his nomination after a Su-
preme Court order... His vic-
tory shows people’s faith in the
party,” says Congress spokes-
person Soumya Aich Roy.
Shaikh, who says he has al-
ways been with the Congress,
like his father and grandfather
before him, says: “The Farakka
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Vietnam Prezin India

President of Vietnam To Lam lands in New Delhi on Tuesday
afternoon on his first state visit to India. He was accorded a warm
welcome and received by MoS Nityanand Rai upon his arrival at the

airport. AnI

Who getstobe
called ‘Hon’ble’ and
‘Mr’? Allahabad
High Court clarifies

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknow, May 5

A MONTH after taking excep-
tion to the Uttar Pradesh Police
not inserting honorifics like
‘Hon'ble’ or ‘Mr’ before the
name of BJP MP Anurag Tha-
kur in an FIR, the division
bench of Allahabad High Court,
in an order, has laid down who
gets to be addressed this way.
“Ministers of the Central and
State Governments; Judges of
the Supreme Court and the
High Courts; the Speaker; the
Chairman of the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha, respectively;
and likewise of the State Legis-
lative Assemblies; the Members
of Parliament and the State
Legislative Assemblies are en-
titled to the use of this honor-
ific,” the division bench of Jus-
tices JJ Munir and Tarun
Saxena observed while hearing
the matter on April 30. The
order was uploaded on May 4.
It observed that there could
be other functionaries who, as
per protocol, are entitled to the
usage. “Whosoever is entitled
to the use of this honorific has
to be addressed likewise.”
Thebench further observed,
“Itistobe noted that the honor-
ific ‘Hon’ble’ is to be appended
to the names of constitutional
functionaries who exercise sov-
ereign functions of any of the
three organs of the Govern-
ment...” Butitsaid no function-

BJP MP Anurag Thakur

ary, however high, whoisa civil
servantand “not the holder ofa
sovereign constitutional office,
isentitled touse” it.

“Personal disgruntlement
or familiarity with a family,
who is entitled to an honorific,
cannot permit the author of
any communication to refer to
a sovereign functionary of the
Government... without it. This
part of the matter stands
closed,” observed the court.

During the earlier hearing,
the court had directed the Ad-
ditional ChiefSecretary, Home
Department, to file an affidavit
explaining the reason behind
police not abiding by the proto-
col in using honorifics.

The court took note of the
affidavit, which stated that the
complaint — typed in Hindi
and on the basis of which the
FIR was registered — was pro-
duced by the complainant,
Khajan Singh.

Bengal violence

should undertake a free and fair
investigation to find out the ac-
cused.

TMC MP Sagarika Ghosh
also shared a video of the body
with a caption “horrifying,
chilling”.

The TMC wrote on X,
“brutal murder of our party
worker in Birbhum's Nanoor.
Modi's idea of poriborton be-
gins. Deceased name Abir SK.”

Meanwhile, tensions flared
in parts of the state Tuesday as
TMC alleged widespread at-
tacks on its offices and workers
following its defeat in the As-
sembly elections, even as the
BJP appealed for calm and de-
nied involvement.

According to TMC sources,
party officesin areas including
Tollygunge, Kasba, Baruipur,
Kamarhati and Baranagar, as
well asdistricts such as Howrah
and Berhampore, were vandal-
ised. In Beleghata, alocal party
office was attacked and block
president Pabitra Biswas was
allegedly assaulted, while the
office of councillor Sushanta
Ghosh was also damaged. In
the Bijoygarh—Netajinagar
area, the election office of
former minister Aroop Biswas
was ransacked, with visuals
showing people kicking broken
hoardings.

At Ruby Crossing, Kasba,
the office of TMC councillor Su-
shanta Ghosh was rampaged
by a crowd holding BJP flags.

A former TMC councillor
also alleged that he was as-
saulted by miscreants in How-
rah district on Tuesday even-
ing, police said. Shyamal Mitra,
aformer councillor of Ward No.
26 and a local TMC leader, was
reportedly attacked following
an altercation, they said.

The TMC also alleged that
some structures were re-
portedly vandalised with abull-
dozer in the Hogg market area
was vandalised allegedly by
BJP supporters, with some
TMC workers claiming it was a

local market union office. "In
central Kolkata, near New Mar-
ket, with police permission. As
part of victory celebrations a
bulldozer was broughtintode-
molish meat shops. CAPF
standing around. THE BJP
FOR YOU. Let the world see
these pictures," TMC leader
Derek O Brien wrote on X.

In Jamuria and Siliguri,
TMC offices were reportedly set
on fire. The party further
claimed that its Udaynarayan-
pur candidate, Samir Panja,
was assaulted, and that Bar-
rackpore candidate Raj Chakra-
borty and Noapara candidate
Trinankur Bhattacharya were
manhandled while leaving
counting centres, requiring
CAPF escort. Maniktala candi-
date Shreya Pande also alleged
that her election agent was at-
tacked.

The TMC, ina post on social
media, accused the BJP of or-
chestrating the violence. "The
BJP has exposed its true face
the moment it came to power.
In Jalpaiguri Ward 14, BJP-
backed miscreants have un-
leashed vandalism at our Trina-
mool Congress party office.
This destruction and deliberate
attempt to create unrest is the
real face of the BJP," it added.

The BJP, however, rejected
the allegations, with leader
Rahul Sinha suggesting the
incidents could be the result of
internal rivalries within the
TMC. He added that the situ-
ation was not comparable to
the violence during the 2021 As-
sembly elections and that the
police and central forces are
now taking prompt action.

Amid the volatile situation,
the BJP directed its workers to
avoid provocation, refrain from
celebrations near TMC offices,
and maintain peace. ECI
sought reports from local auth-
orities and warned of strict ac-
tion against those involved in
violence.

—WITHPTIINPUTS
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Suvendu frontrunner for Bengal
CM, swearing-in likely on May 9

While BJP leaders from West
Bengal joined the meeting via
virtual mode, Sunil Bansal, BJP
national general secretary in-
charge of West Bengal, flew in
from Kolkata to participate in
the discussions.

Party sources indicated that
the swearing-in ceremony
could be held on May 9, which
coincides with Pochishe Boi-
shakh, the birth anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore. The
venue is still to be finalised.
Sources said the date for the
swearing-in was a suggestion
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi after he addressed the
party’s victory rally in New
Delhi Monday.

Adhikari tops the list of
names being discussed for the
postof Chief Minister. While the
party leadership has, in the re-
cent past, picked surprise
names for the postin states such
as Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Odisha and Delhi, the case of

Party sources said
swearing-in could
coincidewith birth
anniversary of
Rabindranath
Tagore

West Bengal, a partyleader said,
could be different.

“Adhikari has been the ag-
gressive face of the BJP for the
last few years. Our fight to re-
move the TMC culture from the
state will continue. The party
needs a strong and combative
faceasaleader connectedtothe
ground. Adhikari knows the
TMC and its culture very well,”
theleader said.

BJP chiefNabin, who visited
the Kali Bari temple in Chittar-
anjan Park in New Delhi, later
said, “The prayer is that Maa
Kali’sblessings remain upon all
the citizens of the country and

that we continue to move for-
ward steadfastly with complete
devotion towards the creation of
a Viksit Bharat.”

In Kolkata, Adhikari held a
series of meetings at the party
office in Salt Lake. Those pres-
ent there included Bansal and
Bhupender Yadav.

It is learnt that at the meet-
ings, the leaders, including Ad-
hikari, Samik Bhattacharyaand
Dilip Ghosh, discussed the blue-
print for the tasks on hand once
the BJP government takes
charge. Portfolio allocation, im-
plementation of schemes, in-
cluding Central schemes, also
figured in the discussions,
sources said. According to
sources, the new government
will work from the Writers’
Buildings but given the renova-
tion work, seating arrange-
ments will be worked out.
Sources said a plan has been
sought from the PWD and also
from police regarding security.

Won’tresign: Mamata

Abhishek Banerjee by her side.
Her remarks came on a day the
ECsentanotification tothe Gov-
ernor constituting the new As-
sembly in West Bengal.

“Why should I resign? We
have not lost. Votes have been
looted. Where does the question
of resignation arise?” the TMC
chief asked. “We were not fight-
ingthe BJP; we were fighting the
Election Commission which
was working for the BJP. I have
never seen such an election in
my entire political career. A
blackchapterin history hasbeen
created. The Chief Election
Commissioner has become the
villain," Banerjee said.

Banerjee alleged that TMC
candidates, including her, were
roughed up inside counting
centres. “Iwas assaulted inside
the countingcentre. They hitme
in my belly and on my back. I
was not allowed to enter. My

agent was also not allowed to
enter. If such atrocities hap-
pened against me, imagine what
happened with other candi-
dates,” she said.

She said the party was plan-
ning action against the BJP and
the EC, reiterating her allegation
that nearly 100 seats were
"looted", CCTVs were switched
off at her counting centre, and
the process was slowed to break
her party's morale. “We have an
action plan which is being pre-
pared. But we can’t share that
with you now,” she said.

In response, the state Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) released
anexcerpt fromthereportofthe
District Election Officer (DEO)
dismissingtheallegations. “The
CCTV was never switched off
and any incident of alleged jos-
tlingwith the candidate of AITC
and Hon’ble CM is baseless and
a figment of imagination. The

counting process was halted
briefly since she insisted on stop-
ping it, however, it was later on
started with anintimationtoher
under the guidelines.”

Banerjee thanked INDIA
bloc leaders for standing by her.
“Thankful to all INDIA bloc
leaders — Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Akhilesh (Yadav), He-
mantSoren, Uddhav Thackeray,
Tejahswi (Yadav) — who called
me. Akhilesh wanted to come
today. But Akhilesh will cometo
meet me tomorrow,” she said.

The TMC chief alleged that
BJP workers had ransacked
party offices and attacked party
workers after the results. “We
have decided to formafact-find-
ing committee of 10 members
thatwill be visiting the violence-
hit areas. The committee will
have five MPs t0o,” she said. “As
long asIwasin the chair, I toler-
ated many things. Now, I am a
free bird, an ordinary person. I
am astreet fighter. I will remain
onthestreetsand fightall atroc-
ities," she said.

@.55 lakh-cr lifeline

the date of first disbursement,
including a moratorium of two
years. The rate of interest by
banks will be capped at 9% and
by non-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs) at 13% or 0.75%
above benchmark rate, which-
ever is lower, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.

Taking to X, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said ECLGS 5.0
“reflects our commitment to
supporting India’s businesses,
especially the MSME sector in
challenging global times”.

“By enabling additional
credit flow with strong guaran-
tee coverage, this initiative will
help awiderange of sectors. Our
focus remains on empowering
enterprises, sustaining growth
momentum and safeguarding
livelihoods,” Modi posted.

Accordingto Vaishnaw, “The
scheme has been approved to
tackle the stress being faced by
MSMESs and the aviation sector
as a result of the ongoing West
Asiaconflict. The credit guaran-
teeschemewas established dur-
ing Covid and the benefit of this

scheme is that there is no moral
hazard. Only those who need
(credit) in real, (they) utilise this
scheme and there is very less
probability of it being misused.
Itisavery well thought through
scheme.”

About 1.1 crore MSMEs have
benefitted so far from existing
credit guarantee schemes and
Rs 3.7 lakh crore has been ex-
tended under these schemes,
Vaishnaw said.

ECLGS 5.0 aims to provide
credit guarantee coverage of
100% for MSMEs and 90% for
non-MSMESs, along with the air-
line sector, to Member Lending
Institutions (MLIs) by National
Credit Guarantee Trustee Com-
pany Limited (NCGTC) for the
amountindefaultunderthead-
ditional credit facility to the eli-
gible borrowers to tide over any
short-term liquidity mis-
matches, the official release said.

Borrowers eligible for the
schemewillinclude MSMEsand
non-MSMEs with existing work-
ingcapital limits and scheduled
passenger airlines having out-

standing credit facilities as of
March 31, 2026, provided their
accounts are standard, the re-
lease stated.

The maximum period of
guarantee cover shall be co-ter-
minuswith thetenoroftheloan,
itsaid. The scheme will apply to
all loans sanctioned during the
period from the date of issue of
these guidelinesby NCGTCupto
March 31,2027.

The scheme aims to enable
businesses to tide over the chal-
lenges arising from the West Asia
conflict, the release said.

“Additionally, this is ex-
pected to help businesses main-
tain their operations, protect
jobs, and sustain supply chains.
The proposed credit guarantee
scheme is a major step to help
businesses, particularly MSMEs
and airlinesector, toensure their
additional working capital
needs are catered by the Banks
& FIs (financial institutions),” it
said.

"By providing timely liquid-
ity, the scheme will sustain the
businesses and prevent job
losses. It will also promote unin-
terrupted domestic production
and maintain the resilience of
theecosystem,"the release said.

CJIonSabarimala

entertaining this petition. With
greatrespect, we aresayingthis.”

While CJI Surya Kant said
the PIL ought to have been
“thrown outright in the dust-
bin”, Justice M M Sundresh de-
scribed the filing of the petition
as “a clear abuse of the process
oflaw”.

The bench made these re-
marksasthey questioned Gupta,
representingtheIYLA, ontheor-
ganisation’s locus standi as the
PIL petitioner.

Guptasaid there were several
threats at that time to him and
Ali though the latter hardly had
anything to do with the matter.
“So far as Naushad Ali was con-
cerned, he was only a name-
lender president. He did not
know anything about Sabari-
mala... And he started getting
threats from all over the world.
Chief Justice Dipak Misra was
shocked,” he said.

He said the affidavit filed
with the petition was sworn by
IYLAgeneral secretary Advocate
Bhakti Pasrija. “So these threats
were there and CJI Dipak Misra
wasvery annoyed, thatyou can-
notstopthejudicial process with
these kinds of threats. He pro-
vided police protectionto me, to

the president also. I refused.”

Justice Sundresh said, “Nau-
shad is very smart...If he had
made an attempt to clean his
own house, he would not have
been available to file this PIL.”

Justice Nagarathnaasked, “If
he (Ali) had no interest in the
matter, then why wasit (PIL) en-
tertained by this court?”

The CJI, referring to a news
report annexed to the PIL about
the priest of the temple beingal-
legedly found in a compromis-
ing position, said, “And we enter-
tain a PIL based upon this kind
of document? It should have
been thrown outright in the
dustbin.”

“How does this article give
you a cause of action to rake up
theissue ultimatelywhichisad-
judicated?” he asked Gupta.

Justice Nagarathna said,
“Every day, the CJI receives
hundreds of letters. Can all those
be converted into PILs?... Public
Interest Litigation has now be-
come Private Interest Litigation,
Publicity Interest Litigation,
Paisa Interest Litigation and
Political Interest Litigation, all
are called PILs. We entertain
only real and genuine PILs.”

Shealsosought to know how

theorganisation was concerned
with a question of freedom of
conscience. “How does ajuristic
body have any beliefs? ... How
are you concerned with all
this?... We want to know why you
filed this PIL at all? What was it
that you wanted to achieve?
What good has come out of it?”
shesaid.

“Are you the chief priest of
the country,” the CJI asked
Gupta.

Meanwhile, the bench also
questioned the practice of bar-
ring a Parsi woman from a fire
templeifshe marriesoutsidethe
religion, wondering how free-
dom of conscience, which ac-
crues upon birth, can be taken
away by marriage.

“The right to conscience
under Article 25(1) is a right by
birth, and it can’t be taken away
by marriage... In this case, mar-
riage as a basis for classification
is discriminatory against
women,” Justice Nagarathna
asked Senior Advocate Darius J
Khambata, appearing for Gool-
rokh Gupta, in related petitions
concerning a Parsi woman’s re-
ligious identity.

Justice Sundresh said, “This
practice presupposes once there
is inter-marriage, faith is given
up.” Justice Nagarathna said,
“It’s virtually excommunica-
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TVK poll sops may see 52% spike

¢ What the TVK’s poll promises may cost

Scheme Beneficiarybase Unitbenefit Annual cost Datasource
used (Rscrore)
Women DBT 1.57 crore Rs 2,500/month 47,100 | Govtbeneficiary data
1.85 crore "6 cylinders/year ~

Free LPG households Rs 900 each” 9,990 2011 Census
Mother/guardian | 56.25 lakhin 1.25 crore enrolment,
school grant govtschools 5 B zar e 45% in govt schools
Farmerincome | 79.4lakh landholding Agriculture Census
support farmers Rs15,000/year 11.910 2015-16

Farm labourer 96 lakh farm Rs10,000/year 9.600 2011 Census aligned
support labourers labour force data
Fisher family " Marine Fisheries
support 2.02 lakh families Rs 27,000/year 545 Census 2016
Youthinternshi Graduates: Rs10,000/
stinend P | 5lakh youth per year | month; ITl/diploma: 5,400 TVK manifesto

P Rs8,000/month
Healthinsurance . Total premium doubled CMCHIS data; assuming
1.5 crore families 1,274 premiumonly doubles at
top-up fromRs 849toRs 1,698
Rs 25 lakh cover

g;‘;"t‘p"’yme”t 10lakh Rs 4,000/month 4,800 | Govtsurvey, PLFS data

%3,31,569cr: 365,167 cr: '

Tamil Nadu DMK welfare + 29.8% . 19.7%

revenue receipts
(Budget 2025-26)

in the manifesto and for which
comparable state data is not
available.

Beyond these, there are sev-
eral other announcements that
could push up the state's rev-
enuespending, suchasarisein
police salaries from Rs 18,500
per month to Rs 25,000, a Rs
1,000 monthly hardship allow-
ance and permanent jobs for
temporary teachers, nurses
and staff who have completed
five years in service.

All of this could severely re-
strict the new government's
room for investments needed
to fulfill its biggest promise: job
creation for youth.

TVK’s total welfare bill

399,057 cr

subsidy baseline
(Budget 2025-26)

TVK total as % of
revenue receipts

DMK baseline as %
of revenue receipts

More so, because the TVK's
manifesto does not lay out an
elaborate roadmap to find new
avenues for revenue gener-
ation. It merely says: “By re-
ducing the growing debt
burden, increasing revenue
without imposing any addi-
tional tax on the people, ensur-
ing efficient and prudent ex-
penditure, and creating new
sources of income, Tamil
Nadu will be transformed into
a financially self-sufficient
state.”

The manifesto also speaks
of setting up an Al Ministry and
an Al city to attract leading
companies from around the

world, but does not spell out
what investments it will make
torealise this.

Building an Al ecosystem
could involve setting up data
centres, allocating adequate
power and offering tax incen-
tives.

What the manifesto does
make clear is that TVK has not
attempted to disrupt Tamil
Nadu's established policy
framework. Instead, it leans
heavily into it -- offering expan-
sive, targeted welfare especially
for women, while addressing
every major electoral consti-
tuency, from youth to farmers
to state employees.

TVK keeps all options open

could include as many as two
Cabinet berths for the Congress,
which won five seats, if the
partiesdecideonatie-up. Thear-
rangement would require other
smaller parties’ support, too, for
the block to have a majority in
the Assembly. Later in the day,
sources said the “hesitation” of
several of the smaller parties has
led TVK to consider an arrange-
ment with the ATADMK, which
has 47 seats.

On Tuesday evening, AICC
general secretary (organisation)
KCVenugopal said that the state
Congressunit hasbeendirected
totakeafinal decision on Vijay’s
request for support.

“The president of TVK, Thiru
Vijay, has requested the Indian
National Congress for support to
form a government in Tamil
Nadu... INC is clear that the
mandate in Tamil Nadu was for
a secular government com-
mitted to protecting the Consti-
tution in letter and spirit. INC is
determined not to have the BJP
and its proxies run the govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu in any
manner,” Venugopal said aftera
meeting chaired by Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
and attended by Leader of Op-
position in Lok Sabha Rahul
GandhiaswellasAICCincharge
of Tamil Nadu Girish Chodan-
kar.

“Thiru Vijay has spoken
about drawing inspiration from
Perunthalaivar Kamaraj also.

Accordingly, the Congress
leadership has directed the
TNCCtotakeafinal decision on
Thiru Vijay’s request, keepingin
view the sentiments of the state
reflected in the electoral verdict,”
Venugopal said.

Late at night, the state Con-
gress’s Political Affairs Commit-
tee unanimously decided to
support Vijay, sources said.

At the same time, lottery
baron Santiago Martin’s wife,
Leema Rose Martin, an
AIADMK MLA who recently
joined the party, said discussions
were in progress between Vijay’s
camp and Edappadi K Palanis-
wami, the general secretary of
AIADMK.

“Talks are happening. We
hope it leads to a stable govern-
ment,” she said, adding that her
party remained open to options
as the numbers settle.

Top sources within the TVK
confirmed thatexploratory con-
versations had begun, with Aad-
hav Arjuna, akey figurein Vijay’s
inner circle, playing a central
roleininitiating contact. Arjuna,
who has emerged as one of the
party’s most visible coordina-
tors, isalso LeemaRose Martin’s
son-in-law, adding a layer of
familiarity to the otherwise for-
mal engagement.

“Congress has reacted posi-
tively, but CPI, CPM, VCK and
ITUML have been uncertain so
far,” asenior TVK leader said.

Accordingtosources, TVKis

expected to allocate four to six
ministerial positionsto partners,
both to secure numbers and to
compensate for its own relative
inexperience in governance.
Apart from former AIADMK vet-
eran K Sengottaiyan, most of Vi-
jay’s winning candidates are
first-time legislators.

That lack of administrative
depth is already shaping early
decisions. Senior bureaucratic
and political circles are closely
watching reports that former
IAS officer U Sagayam, widely
known for his anti-corruption
stance, may be considered for a
legislative role, possibly through
aby-election in Tiruchi East,one
of the two constituencies Vijay
haswon and may vacate.

The immediate procedural
steps are underway. TVK MLAs
are expected to formally elect
Vijay as their legislature party
leader soon, after which the Gov-
ernor will invite him to form the
government once majority sup-
portisdemonstrated. According
toparty sources, Vijay is likely to
seek up to a week to prove his
numbers on the floor of the
Houseeven as hetakes charge of
the government by the week-
end.

Meanwhile, both Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Rahul
Gandhi have congratulated TVK
onitsvictory. Vijay thanked both
ofthem.

(WITHINPUTS FROM
ENS, NEW DELHI)

Deleted by SIR, elected by people

seat used to be a Congress
stronghold like the rest of Mur-
shidabad. Then the TMC came.
But this time people have re-
jected the TMC.”

Shaikh says the anger
against the ruling party had
been growing due to its MLAs
not working for the people.
“People have also rejected them
for their corruption. I am with
the people and thatiswhy they
blessed me.”

On whether he expects
problems with a BJP govern-
ment at the helm in the state,
and the Congress having only
two MLAs in the Assembly,
Shaikh says: “Idonotbelievein
unnecessary confrontation.
Though the BJP has come to
power, I will get work done for
my constituency with the new
government’s cooperation.”

Amongtheissuestop of the
agenda for Shaikh, a resident of
Doipur village, is drinking
water shortage, and the SIR,
which has left “the future of 27
lakh people uncertain”. “Iwill

Kolkata

raise the plight of lakhs of
people in the Assembly.”
Inhisappeal tothe Supreme
Court, Shaikh said he was de-
leted as a voter due to a mis-
match in his name’s spelling
between the 2002 electoral roll
(abenchmark for the EC) and
his present documents. He was
called for a hearing on January
29, his name was sent for ad-
judication, and later, deleted.
Shaikh, who has a passport
and other documents, says he
had submitted the same during
thehearing. “Butstill my name
was deleted. Then, after my
party nominated me, I ap-
proached the Supreme Court.”
After the Court asked that
his case be considered on prior-
ity, the tribunal hearing it ruled
in Shaikh’s favour, saying that
Aadhaar card was “one of the
documentsenumerated for the
purpose of establishing the
identity of a person”. Accord-
ingly, the tribunal said, “a direc-
tion was issued to the Election
Commission of India and its

authorities to accept Aadhaar
Card as a proof of identity for
the purpose of inclusion or ex-
clusion in the revised voter list”.

Apart from Aadhaar, which
was “sufficient” to accept
Shaikh’s appeal, the tribunal
cited the fact that he had a pass-
port issued in November 2018
and adrivinglicence from 2001
with his name spelled as Motab
Shaikh in both.

Roy says Shaikh’s case
showed that “many genuine
electors may have failed to cast
their votes because of their
names being deleted”. “This is
unfortunate for ademocracy.”

Only one of a handful of
people to have escaped that fate
due to last-minute relief from
the Supreme Court - including
another Congress candidate,
Alam Mottakin, who lost from
Ratua - Shaikh says: “I wish
that all the people whose
names have been deleted in Fa-
rakka and at other places, who
are genuine, find their place
again in the electoral list.”
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A-G Kishore Datta sent his
resignation letter to Governor

Day after BJP’s
win, Advocate
General Kishore
Dattaresigns

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 5

ADVOCATE GENERAL (AG)
Kishore Datta tendered his res-
ignation Tuesday, a day after
the BJP secured a historic ma-
jority in the Assembly
polls.Sources said Datta sent
his resignation letter to Gov-
ernor R N Ravi, marking the be-
ginning of an administrative
overhaul as part of the change
in power in the state.

While there is no require-
ment for the AG to step down
during a regime change, it is
customary for astate’s top legal
officer to resign when a new
government is elected. The
new administration typically
implements its own policies,
and the AG is expected to align
with these changes.

Datta’s departure follows a
relatively brief second stint in
the role. He was appointed in
December 2023, succeeding
Soumendranath Mukhopad-
hyay, who had resigned just a
month prior.

Datta first took charge asthe
Bengal AG in February 2017. In
September 2021, following the
previous Assembly election, he
submitted his resignation to
then-Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar, citing personal rea-
sons. He was widely recognised
for representing the state in
high-profile cases, including
post-poll violence litigation and
the Narada sting operation
case. The process of appointing
the new AG will begin once the
BJP-led Cabinet is sworn in.

Studentsinjured
in ABVP-DSO
clashnear CU

Kolkata: Several students were
injured ina clash between ABVP
and the Left-wing DSO near the
College Street campus of Cal-
cutta University, officials said.
DSO state secretary Biswajit
Roy alleged that ABVP activists
unleashed violence following
the declaration of the assembly
election results on Monday. He
claimed DSO members were at-
tacked while trying to "protect
the democratic atmosphere" of
the campus, accusing ABVP
supporters of tearing down
banners and festoons. The
ABVP rejected the allegations,
alleging that its members were
attacked by DSO activists while
they were peacefully celebra-
ting the election results. PTI

Office of former minister and TMC leader Aroop Biswas vandalised in Tollygunge on Tuesday. PARTHA PAUL

Security measures eased outside
Mamata residence, Abhishek office

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, May 5

BARRICADES OUTSIDE the
residence of outgoing West
Bengal CM MamataBanerjeein
south Kolkata were partially re-
moved on Tuesday, a day after
the TMC lost power in the state
and she was defeated from the
Bhabanipur seat.

Police personnel were seen
dismantling the guardrails near
her 30B Harish Chatterjee
Street residence in the
morning.

Though no official notifica-
tion was issued, a Kolkata Po-
lice official present at the site
said they were instructed tore-
move the smart barricades.

"We have acted on direc-
tions from higher authorities,"
he said, adding that no reason
was specified.

While a police kiosk re-
mains, the heavy security pres-
ence in the area has visibly
reduced.

Thelocality in the Bhabani-
pur assembly segment had
been a high-security zone, with
vehicle movements monitored
and residents often required to
show identification to access
their homes.

The restrictions appeared to
ease significantly with the par-
tial removal of the barricades.

Security deployment out-
side the office of TMC MP Ab-
hishek Banerjee on Camac
Street was also withdrawn, a
senior official said.

The premises have func-
tioned as a key organisational
hub for the TMC for years.

Another official said a
broader review of security
cover for leaders of the out-
going TMC government is
underway.

"We are reassessing security

(Clockwise from top) Police personnel deployed outside the lane leading to TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee’s residence in Kolkata; TMC party office vandalised at Hogg Market in Kolkata; miscreants
attack TMC office in Asansol on Tuesday. PARTHA PAUL & ANI

arrangements based on present
requirements," he said, naming
leaders such as Firhad Hakim,
Aroop Biswas and Sujit Bose
among those under review.
"Security deployment is
periodically evaluated and ad-
justed in accordance with the
prevailing situation," he said.
Meanwhile, Abhishek al-
leged large-scale irregularities
inthe assembly polls, question-

ingthe counting process as well
as the role of election officials
and security forces.

Speaking to reporters, he
claimed that while votes re-
corded in EVMs might remain
intact, the machines them-
selves could be replaced,
changing the original figures.

"The way rigging has taken
place in the election... votes re-
corded through EVMs may not

be manipulated, but EVMs
themselves canbereplaced," he
alleged.

The Diamond Harbour MP
alleged that the election out-
come was influenced by “sys-
tematic irregularities” that led
tothe TMC’s defeat.

“Multiple complaints were
filed during counting and
shared with officials, but noac-
tion was taken,” he alleged.

‘Women’s security is my priority’: House help
who earns Rs 4,000 amonth, now a BJP MLA

In active politics for over 10 years, her
life changed when BJP gave her ticket
to contest 2021 polls from Ausgram

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 5

KALITA MAJHI'S victory
stands out as one of the high-
lights of the BJP’s sweeping
win in West Bengal. A do-
mestic help, Kalita, got a sec-
ond chance when the BJP
named her as its candidate in
Ausgram in the state’s Purba
Bardhaman district. The
gamble paid off on Monday
when the 37-year-old defeated
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
candidate Shyama Prasanna
Lohar by 12,535 votes.

“Tam very happy, and Iam
grateful that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi kept faith in
me. Today, I can gift him this
win,” Kalita said, speaking to
The Indian Express over the
phone.

“My main focus will be to

work for the development of
the backward classes, and to
ensure that proper roads and
drinking water reach every-
one’s homes. I will also work
for the development of the
youth and the safety and se-
curity of women,” she added.

Kalita, who used towork as
adomestic help in two houses
and earn Rs 4,000 a month, is
aresident of Majhpukur Parin
Ward No 3 of Guskara Munici-
pality. She stays with her hus-
band, Subrata Majhi, a
plumber, and her son, who has
appeared for his Class 12
exams.

In active politics for more
than 10 years now, Kalita’s life
changed when the BJP gave
her aticket to contest the 2021
Assembly elections from Aus-
gram, which is a part of the
Bolpur Lok Sabha consti-

Kalita Majhi won the Assembly elections with 1,07,692 votes.

tuency and a Scheduled Caste
reserved seat.

In 2021, TMC candidate
Abhedananda Thander won
the Ausgram seat with
1,00,392 votes. Kalita came
second with 88,577 votes. This
time around, Kalita secured

1,07,692 votes.

Kalita said that after her
name was announced in the
firstlist of BJP candidates, she
took a month off from work to
focus on campaigning.

“The families in the homes
where I have worked for so

many years are very happy.
They blessed me. They always
stood by me whenever I
needed them; now, they are
very happy for me,” she said.

Being a domestic help has
helped her understand the
basic issues of the common
man and the sufferings of the
poor in her constituency,
Majhi said.

She further added that her
focus is to build a hospital to
help people in her village, who
have to travel to the main
Burdwan town to get medical
facilities.

From encouraging the use
of solar panels to generate
electricity and infrastructure
development to generating
employment opportunities,
Kalita listed a slew of prio-
rities.

“Talsowant central govern-
ment schemes to be imple-
mented in West Bengal. All of
us have the right to have a se-
cure roof over our heads. I'will
introduce the PM’s housing
scheme and build homes and
toilets,” said Majhi.

LAND GRAB PROBE

EDissues lookout
notice for Kolkata
DCP, says Sinha
failed to join probe

DCP Sinha’s
name surfaced
while ED was
probing a coal
scam case

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, May 5

THE ENFORCEMENT Direc-
torate (ED) has issued a Look
Out Circular against Kolkata
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Shantanu Sinha Biswas to
stop him from leaving the
country after he failed to join
the investigation in a money
laundering case involving Bis-
wajit Poddar, alias Sona Pappu,
ahistory-sheeter accused of ex-
tortion and land grabbing.

According to ED sources,
Biswas, DCP, Special Branch,
Kolkata, has not responded to
summons, and the agency ap-
prehends that he may attempt
to flee the country.

Biswas’s name surfaced
while ED was probing a coal
scam case.

The sources said that while
going through Sona Pappu’s
bank transactions, ED officials
found several transactions in-
volving the police officer.

In March, ED summoned
Biswas for questioning in the
coal scam case, asking him to
appear in its New Delhi office
on April 6.

On April 19, ED raided Bis-
was’s residence on Fern Road in
Ballygunge and a nearby build-
ing where he has five flats, as
well as the house of Joy Kam-
dar, MD of Sun Enterprise, at
Behala.

A few years back, Biswas
faced ED officials in New Delhi

DCP, Special Branch (Kolkata
Police) Shantanu Sinha Biswas

while serving as the officer-in-
charge of the Kalighat police
station in the rank of assistant
commissioner of police. He had
then submitted several docu-
ments, which were subse-
quently examined.

EDhad summoned Kamdar
twice in theland-grabbing case,
but he did not appear for ques-
tioning. The agency later ar-
rested him and seized Rs 1.2
crore in cash from his resi-
dence. On April 1, ED con-
ducted simultaneous raids at
six locations in Kolkata in the
land-grabbing case, including
Sona Pappu’s residence in Bal-
lygunge and offices of con-
struction firms.

The officials also reached
the house of Pappu’s close as-
sociate, Rahul Das.

ED sources said that Pappu
had been accused of illegal con-
struction carried out using
force.

The money laundering in-
vestigation stems from a Kol-
kata Police FIR against Podder
for his alleged involvement in
rioting, attempt to murder,

criminal conspiracy and Arms
Actviolations.

The ED probe pertains to a
housing scam, with allegations
of land grabbing, illegal con-
struction, and extortion. Itisal-
leged that Pappu and his as-
sociates ran an extortion racket
under the guise of real estate
business, funneling the col-
lected money to several in-
fluential people. Sources said
the ED raided Biswas’s resi-
dence in Ballygunge based on
these allegations.

According to the sources,
ED found evidence of Sona
Pappu beingin touch with busi-
nessmen who illegally took
over disputed land and sold it
at higher prices after creating
the requisite documents.

Thesourcessaid thatthe ED
was trying to trace the money
trail and find out how many
such companies were operat-
ing, how they obtained in-
formation regarding disputed
land, and which officials were
involved in the racket.

Sona Pappu is known to be
closely associated with the Tri-
namool Congress.

His name recently surfaced
in connection with a clash be-
tween two groups at Kakulia in
Kolkata. Although he is stated
tobe absconding, photographs
showing him with several TMC
leaders have surfaced.

In February, bombs were
thrown, bullets were fired, and
stones were hurled as two rival
groups clashed on Kankulia
Road in the Golpark area, re-
sulting in at least two injuries
and the subsequent arrest of
ten people. According to resi-
dents, over 100 youths, alleg-
edly led by Sona Pappu,
stormed and attacked resident
Bappi Haldar and his sup-
porters, who fought back in re-
taliation.
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Advertisement No.: ABVIITMG/DoMS/MBA/Ad/2026/02
Admission Notice for 2 Years Full-Time MBA Programme

(Academic Session 2026-2027)

ABV-IIITM Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh is an autonomous institute set by Ministry of Education, Govt. of India in
1997 with a vision of creating professionals in areas of management and technology. Further the Department of
Management Studies (DoMS), ABV-IIITM Gwalior, aims to develop holistic and responsible leaders by creating
insightful knowledge and transforming human endeavors through technology-enabled management solutions.
The DoMS is seeking the applications from bright aspirants for its Two Years Flagship Master of Business
Administration (MBA) programme with below mentioned eligibility criteria. The programme covers
management domains like Marketing, Finance, Operations, IT & Systems and Human Resource Management. It
offers a diversified pool of electives in the said areas alongside the research-based internship.
MBA (Master of Business Administration)

Eligibility: The candidates having the following qualifications are eligible to apply for admission to the Master of
Business Administration (MBA) Programme at the ABV-IIITM Gwalior.
(i) A First-Class Bachelor’s Degree with minimum of 60% marks or 6.50 CGPA on a 10-point scale or equivalent in
aggregate (of all the years/semesters) in any discipline awarded by any of the universities incorporated by an act
of the central or state legislature in India or other educational institutions established by an act of Parliament or
declared deemed-to-be-University under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956, or equivalent qualification recognized
by the Ministry of Education, Government of India.
(i) The Bachelor’s degree obtained by the candidate must have (a) Mathematics/Statistics as one of the courses,
and (b) a minimum of three years of education after completing higher secondary schooling (10+2) or equivalent.
(iii) A Valid CAT/MAT/CMAT/ATMA/GMAT/GRE/CUET Score.
Application Procedure: Candidates who fulfil the above stated eligibility criteria can apply for the MBA
programme at the ABV-IIITM, Gwalior, the details of which are available on institute’s website. The application
fees for General and OBC candidates is Rs. 1000/- and Rs. 500/- for SC/ST/PH/Female candidates, the payment
linkis provided in the detailed advertisement available at institute website.
The applicants fulfilling the above mentioned eligibility criteria are required to submit the completely filled-in
online application form available at institute website along with applicable fee details and relevant enclosures

The admission process to be carried out on 23rd & 24th May, 2026 at ABV-IIITM Gwalior.
For further details please visit the institute website www.iiitm.ac.in. Mere fulfillment of the eligibility criteria
does not entail the admission of any candidate in the management programme.

Date: 05.05.2026

Joint Registrar (Academics)
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How BJP englneered the 207-seat sweep

BJP retains 77 seats won in
2021, wrests 129 from TMC

Beside booths,
data, and raising
localissues, the
party undertook
campaign to shed
the ‘outsider’ tag

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, May 5

THE WEST Bengal Assembly
election marked a decisive shift
inthestate’s political landscape,
with the BJPsecuring207 of 294
seats and ending the domi-
nance of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her party, the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC). Party
leaders maintain that the result
was not a product of a fleeting
wave or simple anti-incum-
bency, but the outcome of a
carefully structured campaign
that reconfigured long-standing
voting patterns across regions.

Internal assessments con-
ducted before the polls sug-
gested that the TMC retained its
advantage in constituencies
with significant Muslim popula-
tions. However, in over170 other
seats, the BJP held a lead of
roughly three percentage points,
indicating that its ground-level
mobilisation and voter targeting
were delivering results.

A central pillar of the BJP’s
strategy was outreach to com-
munities that felt politically
marginalised. In North Bengal,
comprising the districts of
Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, Ali-
purduar, Darjeeling, Kalim-
pong, Uttar Dinajpur and Dak-
shin Dinajpur, the party
consolidated support among
Rajbanshi and Kurmi voters by
promising recognition of their
languages and cultural ident-
ities, including demands forin-
clusion in official frameworks.

Alongside identity politics,
the BJP foregrounded econ-
omic concerns — promising
better prices for potato and
paddy farmers and assuring
government employees that
7th Pay Commission benefits
would be implemented within
45 days of coming to power.

In the tea garden regions of
Darjeeling, Alipurduar and Jal-
paiguri, the BJP made notable
gains, particularly among
women voters. Many appeared
to move away from TMC-
backed direct benefit schemes,
responding instead to promises
centred on long-term financial
stability, employment security
and improved working condi-
tionsin plantations. North Ben-
gal is seen to be a BJP strong-
hold with some pockets where
the TMC is seen to be strong.
Here, the TMC failed to win
even a single seat in many dis-
tricts. The BJP swept Darjeeling
and Jalpaiguri, winningall five
seats in each of the districts.

Tackling ‘outsider’ tag

The party also undertook a
deliberate effort to reshape its
image in urban centres such as
Kolkata. Seeking to counter
perceptions of being an “out-
sider”, BJP candidates adopted
amore locally rooted approach,
using Bangla in public engage-
ments, participating in regional

! WEST BENGAL !}

SAFFRON WAVE: BJP flags adorn autorickshaws and most of the street poles in Kolkata on Tuesday after the party’s win. pARTHA PAUL

festivals and traditions, and
holding interactionsin residen-
tial complexes and neighbour-
hood associations. This helped
bridge a cultural gap that had
previously limited its appeal
among urban voters.

Even in adjoining urban
areas — traditionally seen tobe
TMC strongholds — the BJP’s
“sons of the soil” positioning ap-
peared to reduce resistance. By
combining cultural adaptation
with sustained outreach, it
broadened its appeal among
sections of the metropolitan
middle class.

In districts such as Murshi-
dabad and Malda, campaign
messaging focused on localised
concerns, including law and
order and issues such ashuman
trafficking. These themes res-
onated with voters who felt that
governance challenges had not
been adequately addressed
under the TMC’s 15-year rule.
Signalling a complete consoli-
dation of the Dalit and Rajban-
shi vote in its favour, the BJP
won the Malda seat by over
50,000 votes.

Top leadersin huddle

The BJP’s campaign was co-
ordinated by a tightly knit

leadership team. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah played a
prominent role, spending ex-
tended periodsinthestate, hold-
ing multiple rallies and review-
ing strategy. Senior leaders
includingDharmendra Pradhan
and Bhupender Yadav worked
to align central leadership with
state units, while organisational
figures such as Sunil Bansal
oversaw booth-level execution
and campaign logistics.

According to BJP leaders,
the party signaled a shift to-
wards a more patient and
methodical approach to win-
ningthe state by replacing Kail-
ash Vijayvargiya with Bansal in
August 2022 as West Bengal in-
charge. “Bansal’s strategy is
built on granular data rather
than grand speeches. Having
led the party to successes in
states like Uttar Pradesh, Odisha
and Telangana, he focuses mi-
nutely from on booth- to dis-
trict-level strategy. With a focus
on the over 80,000 polling sta-
tions across the state, the BJP
had established functional com-
mittees in over 65,000 by late
2024. Thisisunprecedented for
any Opposition in the state,” a
source said.

Another source said that

Yadav provided “strategic
depth” and managed day-to-day
coordination with workers. “He
spent monthstravelingthrough
several districts, connecting
with local traditions which
helped him navigate the socio-
cultural fabric of the state more
effectively,” the source added.

Former Tripura CM Biplab
Debalso played akeyroleinthe
party'scampaign. Since the BJP
workers from Tripura can speak
Bangla, they were more useful
in breaching the language bar-
rier compared to the party's
workers mobilised from other
states. These leaders were de-
ployed at the booth-level and
the district-level before the elec-
tionsand during the campaign.

Their experience in hand-
ling booth mobilisation — the
Tripura BJP overcame the Left
there in 2018 — came in handy
when the party had to train its
panna pramukhs (roll in-
charges). These booth workers
were then selectively deployed
to negate the TMC machinery.
Deb, party insiders said, also
reached out to Left workers un-
happy at their marginalisation
under the TMC.

Akey organisational feature
was also the expansion of the

“panna pramukh” system —
booth-level workers respon-
sible for maintaining direct
contact with small groups of
voters. This structure enabled
the party tosustain continuous
engagement across consti-
tuencies and respond quickly
tolocal concerns.

Advantage data

Strategic planning also re-
lied on detailed data mapping.
Senior campaign managers re-
portedly used large consti-
tuency maps to track the move-
ments of star campaigners,
assigning different regions to
leaders based on political
requirements. This allowed for
more efficient deployment of
resources and ensured that
even remote areas received at-
tention during the campaign.

In the Junglemahal belt -
Purulia, Jhargram, Bankura,
Paschim Medinipur - the party
focused on Kurmi representa-
tion, fielding local leaders such
as Rajesh Mahato and Biswajit
Mahato, while addressing is-
sues like drinking water, hous-
ing and cultural recognition.
This contributed to strong per-
formances in districts such as
Purulia and Jhargram.

Anjishnu Das
New Delhi, May 5

INITS first ever Assembly elec-
tion victory in West Bengal, the
BJPnotonly managed toretain
all 77 seats it had won in the 2021
polls, butitalso flipped 129 seats
from the Trinamool Congress
(TMC), concentrated in the
state’s southern districts, once
known tobe the Mamata Baner-
jee-led party’s stronghold.

An analysis of the results
shows that across all 293 seats
where polling has been held,
135 seats have changed hands
between the 2021 and 2026
elections. While the TMC ceded
129 seats to the BJP, it also lost
2seatseach tothe Congressand
Humayun Kabir-led Aam Ja-
nata Unnayan (AJU) and 1to
the CPI(M). The BJP also picked
up the Kalimpongseat from the
Bharatiya Gorkha Prajatantrik
Morcha. The TMC, however,
failed to flip any seats from
other parties.

While the BJPwas able tore-
tain all 77 seats it had won in
2021, the TMC only retained 80
of the 215 seats it had won five
years ago. The Indian Secular
Front (ISF) retained the Bhan-
gore seat, the only oneitwonin
2021.

In the 77 seats retained by
the BJP from 2021, the party in-
creased itsvotesharein 71 seats.
In these 71 seats, the BJP’s vote
share rose by more than 5-per-
centage points in 53 seats, in-
cludingin 20 seatsby morethan
10-percentage points. The big-
gest increases in vote share
came in Dabgram-Phulbari
(16.2-percentage points), Siliguri
(15.8), and English Bazar (15.7).
In the 6 seats where its vote
share fell, the biggest declines
camein Baharampur at4.6-per-
centage pointsand in Darjeeling
at 5.2-percentage points.

Acrossthe 77 retained seats,
the BJP recorded an average
winning margin of 41,214 votes
this year, up from 14,010 votes
in 2021. On average, this
amounts to an increased mar-
gin of 27,204 votes in each seat.
Between the 2021 and 2026
polls, the BJP saw its margins
rise in 72 of these 77 seats, and
drop injust 5 seats.

Where TMC lost

However, the election ap-
pears to have been decided in
the 129 seats flipped to the BJP
from the TMC.

The TMC’s vote share
dippedinall but one of these 129
seats, including by more than
10-percentage pointsin42seats.
The TMC’s biggest vote share
declines came in Jangipur (309-
percentage points), Beldanga
(29.1) and Karandighi (20).

The BJP seemsto have capi-
talised on a weakening TMC,
increasing its vote share in all
129 seats it flipped from the
TMC, including in 64 seats by
more than 10-percentage
points. Inthe Baghmundi seat,
whichthe BJPhad lefttoanally
in 2021, the party secured a49%
vote share this year compared

BJP leader and CM frontrunner Suvendu Mukherjee pays tributes to
Syama Prasad Mookerjee in Kolkata on Tuesday. parTHA PAUL
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tothe TMC’s 31.2%.

In 2021, the TMC had won
these 129 seats by an average
margin of 20,338 votes, ranging
from as low as 623 in Dantan to
92,480 in Jangipur. This year,
the BJP won these 129 seats by
an average margin of 19,852
votes — a significant feat given
that the BJP had to overcome
its considerable deficits to the
TMC in 2021. In Jangipur, for
instance, the BJPwon thistime
by 10,542 votes, meaning it
overcame a 92,480-vote deficit
to the TMC in 2021 by netting
an additional 1.03 lakh votes.
This time, the BJP winning
margins in these 129 flipped
seats ranged from 316 votes in
Rajarhat New Town to 68,805
votes in Jalpaiguri.

Of the 129 seats that flipped
fromthe TMC tothe BJP,77 are
concentrated in Bengal south-
ern districts, including North
24 Parganas, Hooghly, Paschim
Medinipur, South 24 Parganas,
Purba Medinipur, Howrah,
Kolkata, and Jhargram. Across
the state, the most flipped seat
came in North 24 Parganas at
18, Purba Bardhaman at14 and
Hooghly at12.

The BJP even managed to
breakintodistricts swept by the
TMC in 2021, including How-
rah, Kolkata, Jhargram and
Purba Bardhaman.

Amongthese flipped seatsis

Bhabanipur, where Mamata Ba-
nerjee lost tothe BJP’s Suvendu
Adhikari. Between 2021 and
2026, the TMC’s vote share here
declined by 15.5-percentage
points while the BJP’s rose by
17.8-percentage points.

Mamata is among 22 TMC
ministers wholost their seats to
the BJP, including high-profile
leaderslike ChandrimaBhatta-
charya, Bratyabrata Basu, Sujit
Bose, Aroop Biswas, Shashi
Panja and Moloy Ghatak.

Each of these 22 ministers
saw their vote shares decline
from 2021. In 2021, these min-
isters had won by an average
margin of 30,775 votes. In 2026,
they lost by an average margin
of 17,824 votes.

On the TMC front, in the 80
seats it has managed to retain,
the party’s vote share has de-
clined in 67 seats, including by
more than 10-percentage
pointsin 18 seats. The TMC did
see its vote share increase in 13
seats, including by more than
S-percentage points in 6 seats.
Thebiggest vote share increase
was 11.5-percentage points in
Chapra, while the steepest vote
share decline came in Murarai
at 27-3-percentage points.

In these retained seats, the
TMC’s average winning margin
fell from 48,628 votes in 2021 to
29,095 votes in 2026, for an
average decline 0f 19,532 votes.

BJP in charge, Rs 51akh health coverage under
Ayushman to reach state’s poorest, elderlies

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, May 5

THE BJP’S massive win in West
Bengal will ensure that the last
state to have stayed away from
the Centre’s flagship health in-
surance scheme, the Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
ArogyaYojana (AB-PMJAY), will
also implement it, providing Rs
5 lakh coverage to the poorest
families and elderly persons.
“Today,Iwanttoassureevery
citizen that BJP will work day
and night for a better future for
Bengal...Inthefirst cabinetitself,
Ayushman Bharat Yojna will be
given a green light,” Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said in a
speech on Monday evening,.
The scheme, which was
launched in 2018, will cover over
1.24 crore of the poorestand 159
lakh elderly aged 70 and above
in West Bengal. Another 3 lakh
ASHA and Anganwadi workers

will also receive coverage, ac-
cording to data from the na-
tional health authority.

Importantly, the two other
statesthat had refused tojointhe
schemeuntil recently — Odisha
and Delhi — were brought
under its ambit similarly after
the BJP won the Assembly elec-
tions against the Biju Janata Dal
in 2024 and the Aam Aadmi
Party in 2025, respectively.

While West Bengal was one
of the states that had initially
adopted the AB-PMJAY, it
dropped outin2019, stating that
the Modi-led government was
taking credit while the state had
to foot at least 40 per cent of the
cost. Instead, the Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led state government
continued with its own Swas-
thya Sathi scheme that also pro-
vided Rs 5 lakh cover per family
perannum.

The AB-PMJAY has since
been modified to allow co-

branding, and several states now
run the scheme, integrating
their own health programmes.
For example, Maharashtra runs
PM-JAY-Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule Jan Arogya Yojna, and Ut-
tarakhand has a PM-JAY Atal
Ayushman Uttarakhand Yojna.

While thiswasinitially one of
the contentions of the AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi as well, it later
also added that its own scheme
was better as it covered all the
citizens instead of just the poo-
rest ones. The Delhi Arogya
Koshscheme ofthe AAPgovern-
ment offered free diagnostics,
free surgeries, free dialysis, and
free treatment tovictims of road
accidents, fires, and acid attacks
without any upper cost limit.
Yet, its beneficiaries were lower
thanthose of Ayushman Bharat.

States can also add benefici-
aries other than the ones ident-
ified by the Centre. For the addi-
tional beneficiaries, the state has

tobear the cost of the entire pre-
mium, but the families receive
Rs 51akh coverage and can use
hospitalsin the Ayushman Bha-
ratnetwork, includingthose out-
side the state. According to Na-
tional Health Authority (NHA)
data, almost 8.6 crore additional
beneficiaries havebeenaddedto
theschemebydifferent statesin
this manner.

After the 2024 general elec-
tions, the Centre rolled out
Ayushman Bharat coverage for
those 70 years and above. This
expanded scheme providesRs 5
lakh coveragetoall theelderlyin
4.5 crore families—for poor
families already covered by the
scheme, an additional Rs 5lakh
coverage would be provided for
the elderly alone.

In October 2024, PM Modi
apologised to the elderly from
Delhi and West Bengal, where
theschemehad notyetbeenim-
plemented.

From Rangpo to Nabadwip: Rlys gears up to
resume projects hit by land acquisition woes

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, May 5

AFTER THE unprecedented
victory of the BJPin West Bengal
Assembly polls, the Ministry of
Railwaysis expected toexpedite
land acquisition for several key
projects in the state which were
stalled due to land issues, a sen-
ior official said on Tuesday.

For the approved railway
projects in the state, the minis-
try requires a total 4,662 hec-
tares of land, of which over1,273
hectares (27 per cent) has so far
been acquired.

Land acquisition had be-
come a major point of conten-
tion between the rail ministry
and the Mamata Banerjee-led
state government, with the
former accusing the state of not
supporting acquisition, and the
latter alleging neglect by the
Centre in allocating develop-
ment projects in West Bengal.

“At least 12 major projects
have been delayed in the state
because of land acquisition.
Thisincludes the Sivok-Rangpo
new line, which is of national
importance, connecting Sikkim
with the rail network for the first
time. Besides, four metro corri-
dors over 52 km are under con-
struction, of which work on 20-
km-stretch is stuck due to land
acquisition and utility shifting
issues. The ministry will soon
be writing to the new state gov-
ernment to expedite the pro-
cess,” said the senior Railways
Ministry official.

Railway projects worth Rs
98,499 crore are currently on-
goingin the state, the official in-
formed. Accordingtothe minis-
try, the delayed projectsinclude
the Nabadwip Ghat-Nabadwip
Dham new line, where the min-
istry needs107-hectareland; 168-
hectare land is needed for Ka-
liyaganj-Buniadpur new line;

Kolkata

18-hectare for Canning-Bagank-
hali new line; Rukni-Anara rail
flyover (35 hectares); Gourinath
Dham-Purulia rail flyover (34
hectares); Kalipahari-Bakhtar
Nagar fifth line (14 hectares); and
Naihati-Ranaghat third line (13
hectares).

Apart from these, the Rail-
ways Ministry will also expedite
thesurveysand detailed project
reports for 17 projects which
were recently resumed by the
Railway Board in January. These
include the 26-km-long Kanthi-
Egra new line, Nandakumar—
Balaipanda new line (28 km),
Bowaichandi-Arambagh new
line (31 km), Bankura-Hura-
Purulia new line (65 km), Rai-
ganj-Dalkholanewline (43km),
Prantik-Siuri new line (34 km),
Itahar-Buniadpur new line (27
km), Gazole-Itahar new line (27
km), and Bowaichandi-Khana
new line (24 km). The official
said these projects were earlier

frozen due to reasons such as
lowtraffic, but have nowbeenre-
sumed after public demand.
Another set of 21 major pro-
jects that pass through West
Bengal isalsounder execution,
including the 303-km Son
Nagar-Andal (EDFC Double
line), 177-km Bhagalpur-
Dumka-Rampurhat Doubling,
153-km Narayangarh—-Bhadrak
third line, 132-km Kharagpur-
Adityapur third line, 121-km
Chandil-Damodar third line,
and 111-km Santragachi-Kha-
ragpur fourth line. Along with
this, the survey for 25 major pro-
jects, which pass through the
state, is also underway. This in-
cludes the 546-km Katihar-
Kumedpur-Aluabari Road; New
Jalpaiguri-Kamakhya third and
fourth lines; 399-km Jharsu-
guda-Bagdihi-Kharagpur 5th
and 6th Line; 154-km Sitaram-
pur-Jhajha fourthline; and 199-
km Sitarampur-Kiul third line.




THEINDIAN EXPRESS

VerdictH2026

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026

DECODING THE MANDATE

TMChitby cracksin

Muslim vote bank,
holds outin high
SIR deletion seats

With Cong, Left,
ISF, AJUP cutting
into TMC’s
Muslim base, and
BJP pushing for
polarisation,
TMC'’s tally dips

Ravik Bhattacharya, Atri
Mitra & Lalmani Verma
Kolkata, Lucknow, May 5

ONE OF the reasons for the
crushingloss of the Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led Trinamool Congress
(TMC) to the BJP in the recent
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions seems to be the fragmen-
tation of the TMC's Muslim sup-
port base, which had remained
virtually intact in the previous
polls cliched by the party.

During its three terms in
power since 2011, Muslim
voters have been a crucial part
of Mamata's core vote base. The
community makes up over 27%
of Bengal’s population, playing
a decisive role in a significant
chunk of the state's 294 seats.

In the current elections to
the 293 Assembly seats, the BJP
bagged 207 seats as against the
TMC's 80. Asthe BJP expanded
its electoral footprint, the rep-
resentation of Muslims de-
clined in the new House to 40
from 44 in the outgoing Assem-
bly. Of40 Muslim MLAs, 34 are
from the TMC, two from the
Congress, and one each from
the CPM and All India Secular
Front (ISF).

Suspended TMC leader Hu-
mayun Kabir, who formed the
Aam Janata Unnayan Party
(AJUP), had fielded candidates
from 143 seats across the state.
Kabir himself contested two
seats — Rejinagar and Nowda —
in the Muslim-dminated Mur-
shidabad district, and won
both. The TMC, which had won
both these seatsin 2021, slipped
to third place there despite
fielding Muslim candidates.

In the 2021 elections, when
the TMC won 215 seats as
against the BJP's 77, 44 Muslim
MLAswereelected, of whom 43
were from the TMC and one
from the ISF.

Inthiselection, the BJPman-
aged tomakeinroadsin Muslim
belts, even winning several seats
there. A senior TMC leader said,
"This time Bengal has seen not
only huge anti-incumbency but
also strong Hindu polarisation.
Probably, after Independence,
thisis for the first time that such
a polarisation of Hindu vote
were seen in the state. We were
defeated in those seats where
either Muslim vote fractured
and Hindu vote got polarised.”

SIR deletions

The Election Commission
(EC)'s months-long Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls, which resulted in dele-

Muslims make up over 27% of West Bengal’s population. p1i

tion of about 911akh voters - in-
cluding over 27 lakh voters fol-
lowing adjudication —-was akey
plank of the TMC in the elec-
tion, which highlighted the dis-
proportionately high deletions
of Muslim voters. Mamata has
beenupinarmsagainstthe SIR
from the beginning, accusing
the ECof doinga hatchetjobon
behalf of the BJP.

However, in several consti-
tuencies that saw high deletions
after adjudication in Muslim
dominated districts like Mur-
shidabad and Malda, the TMC
managed to retain several seats,
which include Samserganj
(74,775 deletions), Lalgola
(55,420), Bhagabangola (47493),
Raghunathganj (46,100), Suti
(37965), Mothabari (37,255), Su-
japur (26829), and Malatipur
(29489).

Cracks in Muslim base

Since 2011, the TMC domi-
nated major districts, such as
Murshidabad, Malda and Uttar
Dinajpur, relying on the con-
solidation of Muslim votes.

Ofthe43seatsinthese three
districts, the TMC won 22 this
time, which marked asharpdip
from its 35-seat tally in the pre-
vious election. In sharp
contrast, the BJP's tally in the
threedistricts surged to19 from
just eight seats in 2021. The re-
maining seats there were won
by Muslim candidates of the
Congress (2 seats), CPM (1 seat)
and the AJUP (2 seats), which
cutintothe TMC's Muslim base.
Humayun Kabir won both the
Nowda and Rejinagar seats.

The Congress and the CPM
won from Raninagar and Dom-
kal respectively, where Mus-
lims are in a majority. However,
in another Muslim-majority
seat, Beldanga, the BJP's candi-
date won, getting advantage of
asplitinthe community'svote.
The TMC similarly lost Khar-
gram, Kandi and some other
seats in Murshidabad to the
BJP, which also won Malda's
Manikchak and Baishnabnagar
seats, where the Muslim popu-
lation is about 47%.

In 64 seats in North 24 Par-
ganas and South 24 Parganas,
the TMC had swept the pollsin
2021, with the BJP just picking
five. This time, the BJP in-
creased its tally to 34, winning
many seats with over 30% Mus-
lim population. ISF chief Nau-
shad Siddiqui retained his

Bhangar seat, too.

The TMC also lost the Hari-
pal, Singur and Panduaseatsin
Hoogly and Monteswar in
Purba Bardhaman, where 20-
30% voters are Muslims.

Some observers have
pointed out that there has also
been resentment among a sec-
tion of Muslims against the TMC
government over issues like the
OBClistand the Wagflaw's roll-
out, among other factors.

A senior TMC leader from
the Muslim community said,
"We have lost the confidence of
Muslims. It may get more
eroded in the comingelections,
leadingto our shrinking hold in
the minority belts. Muslims
seem to have realised that only
some families became prosper-
ous. The community has been
reeling from the problem of mi-
gration because of unemploy-
ment, which has also made
them angry. Mamata Banerjee
assured them that she will set
up hubs of zari and gold orna-
ments, but nothing happened
in15years."

Dip in Muslim MLAs

The 40 Muslim MLAs
elected this time account for
13.60% of the House. The share
of Muslim MLAs in the out-
going Assembly was 14.96%
(44).In2016, when the BJP had
won only three seats, there
were 59 Muslim MLAs.

Unlike the previous three
elections, the BJP did not field
any Muslim candidates this
year, marking a shift in its strat-
egy. The party fielded Hindu
candidates from the nine seats
where it had nominated Mus-
lims in 2021. The BJP however
could notwin any of these seats.

The TMC, Congress and the
Left fielded a significant
number of Muslim candidates
inthis election. A quarter of the
Congress’s 294 candidates or 75
(25.31%) were from the minority
community. In 2021, Muslims
made up 36.95% of the Con-
gress's 94 candidates. The party
had then contested in alliance
with the Left and ISF.

In 2021, the TMC had given
ticketsto46 Muslim candidates,
or 15.86% of its 290 nominees.
This time, the party increased
their share marginally to 48 or
1649% ofits 291 candidates. The
Left Front together fielded 42
Muslim candidates, even asthey
contested in alliance with ISF.
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TMC flags and postersfill a lane in the Kalighat area of Kolkata on Tuesday, a day after Mamata Banerjee lost from her home turf . pARTHA PAUL

SIR deletions higher than the winning
margins in 26 of BJP seats, 21 of TMC’s

Damini Nath
New Delhi, May 5

THE West Bengal Assembly
elections results declared on
Monday shows that out of 293
seats, 49 had winning margins
lower than the number of elec-
tors deleted after adjudication
during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
that saw removal of over 90
lakh names in the state.

Ofthe 49 constituencies, 26
were won by the BJP, 21 by the
TMC and two by the Congress.

The West Bengal Assembly
has 294 seats of which results
have been declared for293; one
seat (Falta) is scheduled for re-
polling on May 21.

The BJP, which won 207
seats, had 26 such consti-
tuencies where the number of
deleted electors was higher
than the victory margin.
Twenty-five of those seats the
BJP wrested from the Trina-
mool Congress, while it re-
tained Darjeeling from the 2021
elections. On five seats, the
number of electors deleted was
over 10,000 more than the vic-
tory margin — Jangipur’s dele-
tions were 26,039 more than
the margin; Rajarhat New
Town had 23,816 more dele-
tions; Karandighi saw a differ-
ence of 11,693; Bhatar 10,953
and Raina 10450.

Overall, the BJP’s average
margin of victory in the 207
seats was 27,805, while the TMC,
which won 80 seats, had an
average margin of 29,095 votes.
There were 16 seats out of 293
where the difference between
the deletions and the margins
was over 10,000 votes each.

For the TMC, 21 of its 80
seats had recorded more dele-
tions in the adjudication phase
ofthe SIR than the victory mar-
gins, ranging from 67,188 more

*S.I.R.SHADOW

Number of seats
4 9 where the winning

margin was less than
the SIR deletions
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Where the gap between SIR
deletions and winning margin

BJP:26

49 seats :
o &

Seats Winner VictoryMargin | SIRdeletions
Samserganj T™C 7,587 TA,775
Lalgola T™MC 1,8960 55,420
Farakka Cong 8,193 38,222
Mothabari T™C 10,496 37,255
Jangipur BJP 10,542 36,581
Suti T™C 12,357 37,965
Rajarhat-New Town BJP 316 24,132
Sitai T™C 2,721 20,213
Raninagar Cong 2,701 17,140
Kumarganj T™C 6,685 20,680
Madhyamgram T™MC 2,399 14,842
Amdanga T™C 2,995 15,387
Karandighi BJP 19,869 31,562
Narirampur T™C 1,986 13,463
Bhatar BJP 6,528 17,481
Raina BJP 834 1,284

SOURCE: ECI

in Samserganj to just 119 more
in Kamarhati. The TMC won
nine seats where the gap be-
tween deletions and margins
was over 10,000 each.

The Congress and the Aam
Janata Unnayan Party (AJUP)
won two seats each, and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and All-India Secular
Front got one each. Both the
Congress wins — Farakka and
Raninagar — were in seats
where the margin was lower
than the number of deleted
electors.

While over 90 lakh names
were deleted from the electoral

rolls in West Bengal during the
SIR that started last year, 27.16
lakh of those deletions came
duringadjudication byjudicial
officers appointed on the order
of the Supreme Court.

The SC, which is hearing a
batch of petitions challenging
the Election Commission’s SIR
exercise, appointed 19 appel-
late tribunals in March this
year. Over 34 lakh appeals
against exclusions and inclu-
sions during the adjudication
are pending with the tribunals
even now, with less than 2,000
appeals cleared before polling
in the state.

So-called secular parties
can’t stop BJP: Owaisi
pitches Muslim leaders

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 5

A DAY after the Assembly elec-
tion results were announced in
fivestatesand the BJPwonama-
jority in West Bengal for the first
time, AIMIM president and MP
Asaduddin Owaisisaid Muslims
reposing their faith for so many
years in these “so-called secular
parties” has not ensured eradi-
cation of injustice against them.

The Hyderabad MP also hit
out at the Opposition parties,
including Mamata Banerjee-
led Trinamool Congress, saying
despite West Bengal having a
TMC government for 15 years,
Muslims continued to live in
“abject poverty” inthe state. He
appealed to Muslims to create
their “own leadership”.

In a statement on Tuesday,
Owasi said: “I am of the
opinion... that these so-called
secular parties will not be able
to stop the BJP. And we have
seen in the past. In Delhi, Mr
Kejriwal tried to play footsie
with Hindutva, and the same
was done in Maharashtra by Mr
Uddhav Thackeray’s party and
alsotoacertain extent soft Hin-
dutvawasalso played by the er-
stwhile NCP. We have seen the
same behaviour in West Bengal
by Mamata Banerjee and TMC.
The net result is that you don’t
have AAPin power in Delhi de-
spiteadoptingareal Hindutva.”

Attacking the TMC, he said
there would have been devel-
opment in West Bengal had the
party treated “Muslims as
citizens and not asa vote bank”.

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi

He alleged that the “whole
creation of Mamata Banerjee as
liberal, secularleaderis notseen
there (Bengal)”. “There was huge
anti-incumbency over there. I
reiterate my point that the Mus-
lims should try to create their
own political, independent
leadership. Your vote is getting
wasted. You're casting your votes
in favour of these so called secu-
lar parties. They are not secular
and they have failed to stop the
BJP,” said the AIMIM chief.

The AIMIM had contested 11
seatsin Bengal — mostly consti-
tuencieswith asizeable Muslim
population — but drew a blank
onallofthem. Outofthe11seats,
the party managed to get more
than 5,000 votes on just two
seats — Raghunathganj (5,885
votes) and Kandi (22,976 votes).

“The people of West Bengal
have given power tothe BJP. We
have to respect that decision. It
isthe people'sdecision,” he said.

Appealing to the Muslim
community to create their “own
leadership”, Owaisi said it was
“high time” they did it. “At least
you will have a voice to raise
against marginalisation. You
will have leadership to talk
about injustice,” he said.

END IN SIGHT TO PROLONGED BENGAL GOVT-CENTRE TENSIONS

Winds of change may push power tussles, legal battles out of window

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, May 5

FROM TUSSLES with Gov-
ernors, frequent face-offs with
Central agencies to withdrawal
of general consent for investi-
gation by the CBI in the state,
the prolonged legal battles be-
tween the Trinamool Congress-
led West Bengal government
and the BJP-led Centre over the
last decade have defined fed-
eral tensions. Now, with the
BJP’sdecisive victory in the As-
sembly elections, these issues
will be reframed around the
benefits of a “double engine”.
In 2018, the Bengal govern-
ment had withdrawn the “gen-
eral consent” to CBI probes.
The consent of a state is man-
datory under the Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act, 1946,

for the central agency to begin
a probe. The Andhra Pradesh
government too had with-
drawn general consent for CBI
probeswhen the Telugu Desam
Party was at odds with the NDA
government. Later, the YSRCP
government under Jagan
Mohan Reddy restored the con-
sent for CBI probes in 2019.

In 2021, the Bengal govern-
ment filed an original suit before
the Supreme Court arguing that
the Centre had “unconstitu-
tionally” deployed the CBI de-
spite thestate havingwithdrawn
its consent. Amidst concerns
that Opposition leaders are
being “targeted in the guise of
CBI investigations”, several
other states — Punjab, Jhark-
hand, Kerala, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh, Mizoram, Telangana,
Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu and

The Mamata Banerjee government had moved the SC against
former Governor Ananda Bose for delaying assent to key Bills. FiLe

Karnataka— withdrew their
consent to the CBI. However,
when governments changed,
the states too altered their posi-
tionsontheissue.In2024, theSC
ruled that Bengal’s suit was
maintainable; a larger bench is

expected to hear the issue.
Apart from the CBI, the Ben-
gal government has had fre-
quent run-inswith other Central
agencies, including the ED. The
SCishearingan ED plea against
outgoing CM Mamata Banerjee

regardingalleged interferencein
an investigation at the Kolkata
office of political consultancy
firmI-PAC. Thesstate police filed
FIRs against ED officials in the
state, reflecting a pattern of re-
taliation. The SCstayed the FIRs
and ordered that CCTV footage
and digital data from the search
site be preserved.

Run-ins with Governor

In a swipe against the then
Governor, Jagdeep Dhankhar,
the Mamata government had
passed aseries of Bills to replace
the Governorwiththe CMasthe
Chancellor of state universities.
The clashes continued in courts
as the state government moved
the SC against another former
Governor, Ananda Bose, for sit-
tingon key Bills. The ruling TMC
termed the delay in granting as-

sent an attempt to “defeat and
subvert” thelegislative mandate
of the state government.

The SC, in the case of Tamil
Nadu, had ruled in favour of the
state government. This ruling
would have been a template for
Bengal as well, but a reference
by the President effectively
watered down the standard set
for the Governor.

The latest face-off in court
between the state and the
Centre was on the issue of the
Election Commission’s Special
Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls. Apart from the procedural
aspects, the Bengal government
had also challenged the EC’s
power to conduct such an exer-
cise, which the SCis yet to rule
on. In an unprecedented hear-
ing, Mamata, as the sitting CM,
made submissions before the

Kolkata

apex court challenging the SIR
process. She had filed the case
in her personal capacity, separ-
ate from the state government’s
plea, taking the issue head-on.

Policy paralysis

On policy aspects, in 2022,
the Centre stopped the release
of funds for MGNREGS in Ben-
gal “due to non-compliance of
directives of the central govern-
ment”. In October last year, the
SC had dismissed the Centre’s
appeal challenging a June 18
order of the Calcutta High
Court, which directed imple-
mentation of the MGNREGS in
Bengal prospectively from Au-
gust 1, 2025. Now, with the
BJP’s victory in the Assembly
elections, funding under key
central schemes are expected

toresume.

RENDEZVOUS IN KOLKATA:
Former Indian skipper Sourav
Ganguly with the BJP MLA from
Kushinagar, UP, PN Pathak. The
BJP MLA posted the photo on X
and wrote: “Today, in Kolkata, a
cordial meeting with former
Indian team captain Mr Sourav
Gangulyji”
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Centreokays
Gujarat shipyard. 3
rail projectstoease
up congestion

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, May 5

THE CABINET Committee on
Economic Affairs on Tuesday
approved the construction of a
ship repair facility at Vadinar in
Gujarat.

The project will bejointly im-
plemented by Deendayal Port
Authority (DPA) and Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL) at a cost
of Rs1,570 crore. Along with this,
the Cabinet also approved the
multitracking of three key rail-
way sections covering 19 districts
in six states at a cost of Rs 23,437
crore. In the ship repair facility,
two floating dry docks (FDDs) of
300 metres each will be created
for the repair and maintenance
oflarge vessels. The site will have
over 14-metre-deep natural draft
(depth of water) to accommo-
date large vessels for

maintenance.

Cabinet approves Bill to increase
SCjudges strength from 34 to 38

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 5

AHEAD OF the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, the
Union Cabinet on Tuesday ap-
proved a Bill to increase the
strength of judges in the Su-
preme Court from the existing
34t038.

Highly placed sources said
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant had recommended to the
government in March this year
to increase the strength of
judgessothata permanentcon-
stitution bench can be put in
place.

With a host of constitution
bench matters pending hear-
ing, the CJI is learnt to have
flagged the shortage ofjudgesto
hear regular matters as and
when these benches are set up.

A nine-judge bench of the
court is currently hearing con-
stitutional questions arising out

of the Sabarimala review peti-
tions. The CJI had earlier indi-
cated that soon after the hear-
ing is completed, he will
constitute a constitution bench
to hear 7-judge bench matters.
In a statement, the govern-
ment said the Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, approved the Supreme
Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026, which
seeks to amend the Supreme
Court (Number of Judges) Act,
1956, to increase the strength of
the court by four. Currently, the
Act provides for a maximum of
33judges ofthe Supreme Court,
excluding the Chief Justice of
India (CJI). Theamendmentin-
creases that to 37 judges, ex-
cluding the CJIL.
“Theincreaseinthe number
of Judges will allow the Su-
preme Court to function more
efficiently and effectively, en-
suring speedy justice. The ex-
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Bank of Baroda

CHAKRABERIA BRANCH
45/2, Chakraberia Road (South), Kolkata - 700025
E-mail; chakra@bankofbaroda.bank.in

DEMAND NOTICE

Demand Notice u/s 13 (2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 issued by the Bank of Baroda as Secured Creditor against the following Borrower:

Date of Notice /

Nature and type of facility /

appliedinterest

Name & Address | | = Security Agreement with

Accﬁ::g;?:' el of Borrower LLTI::)IUE?EK;{:?J;SJI brief description of Securities

13(2) Notice | Borrower: Baroda Home Loan / Primary Security:

Date: Mrs. Chaitali Das | Limit: Rs.30,00,000.00 / | Equitable Mortgage of Residential Flat being no. F -4 onthe
30.04.2026 / 49B, Dhakuria Rate of Interest: 3rd Floor measuring super built-up area 839 Sg. ft. more or
Mrs. Chaitali | Station Road, 7.80%p.a./ less, together with undivided proportionate share of land
Das / Dhakuria Amount outstanding as measuring about 06 Cottahs 06 Chittack 02 Sq. ft., be the
NPA Date: Kolkata-700031 on 28.04.2026 ¢ same a little more or less, lying and situated at Mouza-
10.04.202.6 Rs. 29,48162.00 + un Baikunthapur. J.L. no. 37, comprised in R.S. Dag no. 313

-700149

Math.

corresponding to L.R. Dag no. 513 under R.S. Khatian no.
1835 corresponding to L.R. Khatian nos. 4130, 2457, 815,
within the local limits of Rajpur- Sonarpur Municipality,
being Holding no. 117, Rakhal Ghosh Road, under Ward
no. 18, P.S. Sonarpur, District- South 24 Parganas, Pincode

The Land is Butted and Bounded By:-
On the North: Vacant Land, On the South: 18, Rakhal
Ghosh Road, On the East: Vacant Land, On the West:

You have committed default in repayment of credit facility mentioned above with further interest at the agreed rate availed from our
branch as mentioned in the above. The bank has issued notice under the said Act to you to repay the outstanding amount in the
above mentioned table. The Demand Notices sent to borrower’s address by registered post has been returned unserved. You are
called upon to pay the dues together with interest within 60 days from the date of this notice failing which bank will be constrained to
exercise right of Enforcement of Security interest as against the secured assets given in the schedule of Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002. This notice is without prejudice to any other right
remedy available to the bankincluding initiation of legal action.
We invite your attention to sub-section 13 of the said Act in terms of which you are barred from transferring any of the secured
assets referred to in para 1 above by way of sale, lease or otherwise (other than in the ordinary course of business), without
obtaining our prior written consent. We may add that non-compliance with the above provision contained in section 13(13) of the
saidAct, is an offence punishable under section 29 of the Act.
We further invite your attention to sub section (8) of section 13 of the said Act in terms of which you may redeem the secured assets,
if the amount of dues together with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank is tendered by you, at any time before the
date of publication of notice for public auction/inviting quotations/tender /private treaty. Please note that after publication of the
notice as above, your right to redeem the secured assets will not be available.

Date: 06.05.2026, Place: Kolkata

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda
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penditure on salary of Judges
and supporting staff and other
facilities will be met from the
Consolidated Fund of India,”
the government said.

Welcoming the move,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said it will boost speedy
justice, provide relief to poor
and remote petitioners, and ex-
pedite the resolution of consti-
tutional matters. Union Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw said a
Bill will be brought in the next
session of Parliament to raise
the apex court's strength by four
judges.

The Supreme Court cur-
rently has a strength of 32
judges, with at least four judges
expected toretirein 2026. While
Justice Rajesh Bindal retired in
April, Justices J K Maheshwari
and Pankaj Mithal are set to re-
tire in June, Justice Sanjay
Karol will retire in August and
Justice Satish Sharma will retire

in November. Effectively, the
SC Collegium headed by CJI
Kant will have to make at least
nine recommendations this
year, ifthe Billis cleared. He has
atenuretill February 2027.

The last time the strength
of the court was increased was
in 2019, when an amendment
raised it from 30 to 33, exclud-
ing the CJI. Originally, the Act
had provided for a maximum
of10judges, excluding the CJI,
which was increased to 13 in
1960 and then 17in 1977.

“The working strength of
the Supreme Court was, how-
ever, restricted to15 Judges by
the Cabinet, excluding the
Chief Justice of India, till the
end of 1979, when the restric-
tion was withdrawn at the re-
quest of the Chief Justice of
India,” the government said.

The strength was further
increased in 1986, 2008
and 2019.

Govtnod to Rs 5,659 cr

for five-year

increase cotton yield

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 5

THE CENTRE on Tuesday ap-
proved Rs 5,659.22 crore for the
Mission for Cotton Productivity
(2026-271t02030-31) and hiked
theFairand Remunerative Price
(FRP) of sugarcane for 2026-27
(October-September) to Rs 365
perquintal from Rs 355. Accord-
ing to an official statement, the
Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, ap-
proved Rs 5,659.22 crore for cot-
ton productivity to “address
bottlenecks, declining growth
and quality concerns in India’s
cotton sector”.

“The (cotton) Mission envis-
ages to accomplish the produc-
tion of4981akh bales (170 kg lint
each) of cotton by enhancinglint
productivity from 440 kg/ha to
755kg/haby2031,” said the state-
ment. Accordingto the Ministry
of Agriculture, India’s cotton
production stood at 29091 lakh
bales during 2025-26, with Ma-

mission to

harashtra, Gujarat, Telangana,
Karnatakaand Rajasthan thetop
five producers in the country.

Approximately 32 lakh
farmers will benefit, leading to
self-reliance, said the statement,
addingthatthisisamilestonein
making the country self-reliant
in the cotton sector.

According to the statement,
the cotton mission will be im-
plemented by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare and Ministry of Textiles, in-
volving 10 institutes of Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR), one institute of
Council for Scientificand Indus-
trial Research (CSIR) and 10
centres of All India Coordinated
Research Project (AICRPS) on
cotton operating in different
State Agricultural Universities
(SAUS) of major cotton growing
states.

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan termed
the decision a “historic step to-
wards reviving cotton sector”.

3Indiansin UAEinjured
in Iran drone strike, PM
saysitis ‘unacceptable’

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, May 5

A DAY after three Indian na-
tionals in UAE were injured in
a fire caused by an Iranian
drone strike in Fujairah, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
“strongly condemned the at-
tacks” and said targeting civil-
ians and infrastructure was
“unacceptable”.

Inaseparate statement, the
Ministry of External Affairs
called for the “immediate ces-
sation of these hostilities and
the targeting of civilian infra-
structure and innocent civil-
ians”.

Monday’s incident at the

Fujairah Petroleum Industries
Zone (FOIZ) signalled rising
tensionsin the region alongthe
Strait of Hormuz amid a fragile
ceasefire involving the US, Is-
rael and Iran.

On Tuesday, too, UAE auth-
orities said their air defences
were intercepting missiles and
drones from Iran.

In a post on X, Modi said:
“Strongly condemn the attacks
on the UAE that resulted in in-
juries to three Indian nationals.
Targeting civilians and infra-
structure isunacceptable. India
stands in firm solidarity with
the UAE and reiterates its sup-
port for the peaceful resolution
of all issues through dialogue

and diplomacy.”
Hesaid, “Ensuring safe and
unimpeded navigation

through the Strait of Hormuz is
vital for enduring regional
peace, stability and global
energy security.”

Earlier, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the attack
“that resulted in injury tothree
Indian nationals is unaccept-
able”. “India continues to stand
for dialogue and diplomacy...so
that peace and stability may be
restored across West Asia. We
also call for free and unim-
peded navigation and com-
merce through the Strait of
Hormuz in keeping with inter-
national law,” he said.

Merger or defection? CM of Punjab,
Chadha meet Murmu over legal status

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, May 5

CHIEF MINISTER Bhagwant
Mann Tuesday met President
Droupadi Murmu and sought
thetermination of membership
of six Rajya Sabha MPs from
Punjabwhodefected tothe BJP,
sayingtheiractwasa"mockery"
and "murder" of the Constitu-
tion. Mann's meeting with
Murmu came soon after four of
the six MPs, including Raghav
Chadha, Rajinder Gupta, Ashok
Mittal and Sandeep Pathak,
called onthe Presidentand sub-
mitted arepresentation alleging
harassment and "politically
motivated" action against them
by the Punjab government fol-
lowing their exit from AAP.

The AAPsuffered amajorjolt
on April 24, when when seven of
its10 RajyaSabha members quit
and merged with the BJP. The
otherthreeincluded Harbhajan
Singh, Vikramjit Sahney and
Swati Maliwal.

Barring Maliwal, all others
were from Punjab. Rajya Sabha
Chairman C P Radhakrishnan
later officially accepted their
merger with the BJP, reducing
the AAP's strength in the Upper
House of Parliament to three.

President Droupadi Murmu being felicitated by Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Tuesday. PTI

Mann, whoreached Delhiac-
companied by more than 85 of
the party's 94 MLAs, submitted
amemorandum tothe President
carrying 95 signatures. During
the meeting, heemphasised the
need for an amendment in the
Constitution, to allow people to
exercise the right to recall their
elected representatives. He said
the President assured him she
would consult Constitutional ex-

perts before responding.

Incidentally, it was Chadha
who, as an AAP MP, had called
for such a measure. Speaking in
Parliament in February, Chadha
had argued for the introduction
of a 'right to recall' mechanism,
which would empower votersto
remove elected representatives
before the expiration of their
five-year termiftheydonot per-
form effectively.

¢ OVERTHE HEDGE

ACROSS

1 Address for delivery? (6)

4 It never rains but it pours (6)
9 Frenchman leaving umbrella
unfurled gets complaint (7)

10 Possibly the present state of
anervous person (5)

11 The chairman’s seat? (5)

12 Strain seen when a row takes
alongtime (7)

13 Descriptive of a
sophisticated geography
master? (7-4)

18 Bird in box on line

(7)

20 He’s no better off for
changing roles (5)

22 It’s taken for granted at ten
to ten in the morning (5)

23 One object in rent is
investment (7)

24 Material backing (6)

25It’s accepted as a sin (6)

DOWN

1Tension disturbed rest on
board (6)

2Besent up to bed, having
gone into adecline (5)

3 Officer cut off in pass (7)

5 Dispatched to the interior? (5)
6 One addresses one’s remarks
tothem (34)

7 Work’s for degrees? The ones
here have point (6)

8 Laws for well-adjusted non-
dancers (11)

14 Eggs turn into cheers (7)

15 Leaving things late? (7)

16 A ship taking trouble in
attack (6)

17 Putin abox and carted off
(6)

19 Upright type — like Brutus?
(5)

21Kid said to have been
influenced (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5980 ACROSS: 1Facades, 5 Judge, 8
Condescending, 9 Sorts, 10 Netting, 11 Skiers, 12 Ragged, 15 Allowed, 17
Sacks, 19 Finishing post, 20 Elsie, 21 Skilled DOWN: 1Focus, 2 Canary Islands,
3 Dresser, 4 Second, 5 Janet, 6 Driving school, 7 Engaged, 11 Snaffle, 13

Assegai, 14 Admits, 16 Waste, 18 Sited

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

The world is full of obvious things which nobody by any chance

ever ____.— Sherlock Holmes (8)
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BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS

YOUR SPLEEN
IS ENLARGED.,

BY BILL WATTERSON

DONOU BELIEVE IN
& LIFE AFTER DEATH?

© 1686 Watterson/Distributed by Andraws McMesl Syndication
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BY TOM ARMSTRONG

S0, THE WINDOW BLINDS | WANT

WHAT?!

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 2s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 mustappear in
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s =Very Hard;

6s = Genius
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*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Be wise and don't challenge
authority figures today. You won't win. This is definitely the
day to think for yourself, especially about choosing your
battles. Tonight: You're obvious.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Thisis atense day for dis-
cussions about controversial subjects like politics, religion
and racial issues. You also might be challenged in situ-
ations related to the law or medicine. Go gently. Tonight:

Learn something new.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21):Financial discussions will
definitely present a squeeze play for you today. Someone
older, more experienced or in authority will tell you why
something can't be done. Do your planning, but play your
cards close to your chest. Tonight: Check your finances.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Relations with spouses,
partners and close friends might be strained today be-
cause people are critical or cold. This makes you feel out of
touch with others. Let this go. This is a fleeting dark cloud
onyour horizon. Tonight: Cooperate.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Health issues, as well as chal-
lenges at work, might arise today because someone is criti-
cal or uncooperative. Avoid controversial subjects. They
will be abummer. Someone might quit today. Stay busy
and positive. Tonight: Get organised; focus on a pet.

Tonight: Take it easy.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Thisis a tough day for relating
to your kids, as well as for romantic relationships, because
the vibes are negative. People feel disconnected or disap-
proving of each other. Your perspective is distorted today.

LIBRA(SEP 24 - OCT 23): You like to get along with
others, which is why this might feel like a challenging day
for you. People might not be particularly friendly. You
might have to say goodbye to someone. Tonight: Listen.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Be careful about falling
into negative thinking about yourself today. This is not real.
Things look worse than they are today. If you work hard,
you'll feel better. Tonight: Speak clearly.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Financial issues look
tight today. You'd rather save your money. In addition to
which, your kids might feel like an increased responsibility.
The truthis that things are actually better than they look
today. Tonight: Check your money and possessions.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Life looks worse than it
is today. Keep this in mind and remind yourself to stay posi-
tive. Sometimes happiness is a state of mind; it's a choice.
You might feel hurt, slighted or separated from a family
member today. Tonight: You're strong.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Home and family are your
focus, and today you want to socialise. For some reason,

you feel cut off from others, which is why you might seek
solitude. Don't listen to criticism. It's not real. Things look
worse than they are today. Tonight: Solitude.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): You might be disappointedin
afriend today. They might fail to respond to your needs.
You might even feel cut off from someone. Possibly this re-

lates to financial matters or something you own. Let it go,
because this is a negative confusion today.

Tonight: Friendships.
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Congscems willing as Vijay reaches
out; Mamata rcturns Rahul gesture

ManojC G
New Delhi, May 5

HAVING SUFFERED morale-
sapping defeatsin the recent As-
sembly elections, bickering
INDIA bloc allies Congress and
Trinamool Congress sent out
first signals of rapprochement
Tuesday. At the same time, a
rupture in ties between the
DMK and Congress in Tamil
Nadu seems to be on the cards.
After a meeting chaired by
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, and attended by Rahul
Gandhi and AICC in-charge of
Tamil Nadu Girish Chodankar,
Congress general secretary (or-
ganisation) K C Venugopal indi-
cated Tuesday evening that the
party was ready to support TVK
president Vijay, the surprise
winner of the Tamil Nadu elec-
tions, toform agovernment. Ve-
nugopal said the party was “clear
thatthe mandatein TamilNadu
was for a secular government
committed to protecting the
Constitution”,and thatitshould
keep out “BJP and its proxies”.
“Thiru Vijay has spoken
about drawing inspiration from
perunthalaivar Kamaraj also.
Accordingly, the Congress
leadership has directed the
TNCC to take a final decision...
keeping in view the sentiments
of the state reflected in the elec-
toral verdict,” he said. Soon after,
a meeting of the TNCC was
called by Chodankar over Zoom

Mamata Banerjee with Abhishek in Kolkata on Tuesday. PaRTHA PAUL

on Tuesday night to decide on
the matter. Gandhi is known to
have been in favour of a pre-poll
alliance with the TVK, and is re-
ported to have made hisunhap-
piness with Kharge known for
having pushed the party to stay
on with the DMK, which lost
power to finish a distant second
in the state. With 108 seats, the
TVK s 10 short of a majority in
the 234-member Tamil Nadu
Assembly; Congresshas5 MLAs.

Sources said a section of the
Congress leadership in Tamil
Nadu as well as newly elected
MLAs favour extending support
to the TVK. While a TVK-Con-
gress deal may prompt an irate
DMK todistance itself from the
INDIA bloc, those in the pro-
Vijay camp say the Congress
can’t “goagainst the sentiments
ofyouths”in Tamil Nadu, orig-
nore the reality of the 2029 Lok

Sabha elections. The party has
9 MPs currently from the state.

One solution being con-
sidered to placatethe DMK is ab-
staining from votingwhen Vijay
takes a majority test in the As-
sembly. In contrast with Tamil
Nadu’s new strains stood the
Congress’s striking outreach to
the TMC, with Gandhi himself
tweetingassoon astheresultsin
Bengal confirmed the Mamata
Banerjee-led party’sbigdefeat at
thehandsofthe BJP. Thetiesbe-
tween the Congress and TMC
havebeen frayed forawhile, and
had been further strained by
Gandhi’s attacks on Mamata
personally during the Bengal
campaign. However, Monday,
Gandhi was one of the first Op-
position leaders to endorse Ma-
mata’s “vote loot” claims. While
thankingthe people of Kerala for
itsmandate tothe Congressand

congratulating Vijay, he posted:
“Assam and Bengal are clear
cases of the poll being stolen by
BJP with the support of the EC.
We agree with Mamata ji. Over
100seatswerestolenin Bengal.”
Linking it to the Congress’s
previousclaims, which inciden-
tally not all INDIA bloc allies
have been on board with, Gan-
dhisaid: “We have seen this play-
book before: Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Maharashtra, Lok
Sabha 2024 etc.” Gandhi, who
followed up this post with a
phone call to Mamata as well as
Vijay, was silent on the DMK’s
defeat, including the loss per-
sonally of MK Stalin, with whom
he once shared a close rapport.
On Tuesday, in another post,
Gandhi signalled to Congress
leadersthat the electoral wrang-
ling with the TMC was to be put
behind. “Some in the Congress,
and others, are gloating about
TMC’sloss. They need tounder-
stand this clearly — the theft of
the Assam and Bengal mandate
is a big step forward by the BJP
in its mission to destroy Indian
democracy... This is not about
one party or another. This is
about India,” he said.
InKolkata, Mamatasignaled
aturntoo, sayingin her first post-
result press conference, held
Tuesday, that she had spoken
with both Sonia and Rahul, and
that several INDIA bloc leaders,
including the SP’s Akhilesh
Yadav, JMM’s Hemant Soren,

RJID’s Tejashwi Yadav, AAP’S Ar-
vind Kejriwal, and Shiv Sena
(UBT)’sUddhav Thackeray, had
reached out to her in solidarity.
Many of them had campaigned
forthe TMC duringthe polls. Ak-
hilesh may travel to Kolkata
Wednesday to meet Mamata.

Mamata asserted that she
would focus on strengthening
the Opposition alliance at the
national level —atie-upshe has
earlier expressed unhappiness
with often. In 2024, the TMC
chief had hinted that the Con-
gressshould notassumeitselfas
the natural leader of the INDIA
bloc. “I formed the INDIA bloc,
now it is up to those leading the
front to manage it... Iwould just
say that everyone needs to be
takenalong,”shesaidinaTVin-
terview. Asked if she could take
charge of the bloc, she said: “If
given the opportunity, I would
ensure its smooth functioning.”

The quick recalibrations by
the INDIA bloc parties since
Monday show that they realise
the alliance is on the brink after
the defeat of Mamata’s TMC and
Stalin’s DMK — two of the
strongest regional and founda-
tional pillars of the Opposition
bloc. Another INDIA consti-
tuent, the Left, has no govern-
ment anywhere in India in
nearly five decades. The Con-
gress can barely take solace from
the Kerala win as it coincided
withabatteringin Assamandall
of two seats in West Bengal.

Jittery’ SP pulls plug
on I-PAC deal for UP

2027 after Bengal,
Tamil Nadu poll losses

Pushkar Banakar
& Lalmani Verma
New Delhi, Lucknow, May 5

THE SAMAJWADI Party’s (SP)
proposed tie-up with political
consultancy firm I-PAC for the
2027 Uttar Pradesh Assembly
elections has fallen through,
amid a mix of legal troubles,
electoral setbacks, and internal
reservations within the party,
The Indian Express has learnt.

Sources in I-PAC said the
agreement, finalised earlier this
year, was now “off the table”.
The developments come in the
backdrop of the ED arresting I-
PAC director Vinesh Chandel
last month in connection with
alleged financial irregularities
inthe alleged Bengal coal smug-
gling case that has castashadow
on the firm’s operations. “The
EC raids on our offices and the
arrest of our director (Vinesh
Chandel) had left the deal on
shaky ground,” a source said.

The move triggered uncer-
tainty among political clients
and raised questions about the
firm’s ability to execute large-
scale election campaigns.

Another source pointed to
the broader political context,
suggesting that recent Assem-
bly poll outcomes had also con-
tributed to the SP’s rethink.
“The loss of the TMC and DMK
inthe Assembly polls had seem-
ingly left the SP jittery... The
credibility was gone, especially
after (West Bengal CM) Mamata
Banerjee lost from her own seat
by a huge margin. That was the
final nail in the coffin.”

The perception of underper-
formance in key states appears
to have influenced SP’s internal
assessment of I-PAC’s effective-
ness. The consultancy had been
associated with campaign strat-
egies in both Bengal and Tamil
Nadu, where electoral outcomes
did not align with expectations
of the parties it was advising,
sources said. In the weeks fol-
lowing the raids, I-PAC is learnt
to have significantly scaled
down its operations in Bengal,
weeks ahead of the polls.

Sources said several offices
in the state were either tempor-
arily shut or reduced to skeletal
staff, with non-essential cam-
paign work puton hold. There-
duced operations deepened
wedges between the TMC and
[-PAC. Multiple sources in I-
PAC confirmed that their rela-
tions with TMC leaders soured
after the ED raids. “Theleaders
expected full-scale help from
us, especially in the days ahead
of polls. However, our reduced
activity on the ground left them
fuming,” a source said.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav prefers
feedback received from party
workers on the ground over
inputs from private agencies,
says a senior party leader

The fallout had immediate
organisational consequences.
“We have shut our office in UP
and around 30-40 people who
were hired have been asked not
to report to work,” the source
added, indicating a complete
halt to preparatory work for the
SP campaign.

Asenior official within I-PAC
acknowledged that multiple fac-
tors contributed to the break-
down. “Mamatawasinstrumen-
tal in helping I-PAC secure the
SP deal, but the arrest of Chan-
del, who was touted to lead the
Uttar Pradesh project, jeopard-
ised the plan,” the official said.
“Also, there was pressure from
theBJPtobackout.” Despitethe
setback, the SPisunlikely toen-
tirely forgo professional cam-
paign support. Sources said
another firm led by former I-
PACstaffisexpected toassistthe
party in the run-up to the 2027
elections.

Within the SP, however,
there appears to have been
growing unease over reliance
on external consultants. An SP
functionary said the decision
was expected. “Calling off the
tie-up with I-PAC was expected
afterthe ED last month arrested
Chandel. That created a sense
of uncertainty among SP
leaders over the future assign-
mentsof I-PAC,” the leader said.

Electoral outcomesin states
where I-PAC had been active
also played a role. “The recent
results of West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu, where I-PAC was
working for the ruling parties,
led the party to rethink its deci-
sion. We are not sure how inde-
pendently that firm would be
abletodeliverin future,” hesaid.
Another senior SP leader
pointed to a more structural
preference within the party’s
leadership. “SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav prefers feedback received
from the party’sown workerson
the ground over inputs from pri-
vate agencies,” he said.

The Day After

BJP supporters remove TMC flags in the Tollyganj constituency following the party’s win in the
West Bengal Assembly elections, in Kolkata on Tuesday. i

CRajaMohan
New Delhi, May 5

THE BJP’S rise in West Bengal
and consolidation in Assam
presents a rare political oppor-
tunity to revitalise India’s en-
gagementwith itseastern neigh-
bourhood.

Atthesametime, leadership
transitions in Dhaka and Kath-
mandu offer Prime Minister
Narendra Modiachancetorevi-
sitIndia’sregional policy. Forthe
first time in years, the political
geography within India and
across its eastern periphery are
in alignment with an ambitious
regional agenda.

Elections have political
consequences; when they
occurinborder states, they
also have foreign policy
implications. Divergences
between the Centre and
border states have long
complicated India’s neighbour-
hood policy.

Nowhere has thisbeen more
evident than in West Bengal,
Assam, and Tamil Nadu, where
local political calculations have
often clashed with national for-
eign policy priorities. Overtime,
regional leaders in bordering
states have often become diplo-
matic spoilers, with an effective
veto over Delhi’s external en-
gagement with neighbouring
countries.

On the face of it, the align-
ment of political power between
the Centreand key states creates
the means for better coordina-
tion of local and national inter-
ests. Yet the problem is not
merely political; it is rooted in
geography. Unlike relations with
distant powers, diplomacy with
neighbours directly affects
people in the borderlands. That
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar with his Bangladesh
counterpart Khalilur Rahmanin
New Delhilast month. priFiLE

local and national perceptions
divergeisnotunnatural. Manag-
ing this tension requires sus-
tained political tending of bor-
derlands on Delhi’s part and a
deeper accommoda-
tion of state-level con-
cerns within national
strategy.

The United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA)
government struggled
with serious internal contradic-
tions. Between 2004 and 2014, a
divided Congress found it diffi-
culttoseize international oppor-
tunities. Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, for instance,
faced intense domestic opposi-
tion, including in his own party
and coalition, over the civil nu-
clearagreement with the United
States. So much so that he was
forced towin an unprecedented
confidence vote in Parliament
on a foreign policy issue.

Neighbourhood diplomacy
was no less contested. In Tamil
Nadu, state Congress leaders
constrained Delhi’sengagement
with Sri Lanka over electoral
considerations. In West Bengal,
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
emerged asadecisive constraint
on India’s eastern diplomacy.
Politics in Assam has long com-
plicated ties with Bangladesh.

During his second term,
Manmohan Singh attempted an
ambitious reset with Bangla-
deshin partnership with Sheikh
Hasina. The agenda was com-
prehensive: settling the land
boundary, addressing security
concerns such as terrorism, re-
solving water-sharing disputes,
expanding trade, and restoring
pre-Partition connectivity.

Thiseffort, however, faltered
at a critical moment. During
Singh’svisitto Dhakain Septem-
ber 2011, the proposed agree-
ment on sharing the Teesta
waters could not be inked
thanks to the last-minute with-
drawal of Banerjee’s political
consent. This was despite the
fact that West Bengal govern-
ment had been closely involved
inthetalksover Teesta. Yet, there
was no escaping the fact Ma-
mata’s whims sharply curtailed
Delhi’s diplomatic options with
one of India’s most important
neighbours.

The UPA government also
faced resistance fromthe BJPon
ratifying the Land Boundary
Agreement (LBA) with Bangla-
desh. Foratime, itappeared that
domestic political divisions
would indefinitely delay a his-
toric settlement on long-con-
tested post-partition bound-
aries. This impasse was broken
after Narendra Modi became
prime ministerin2014. Overrul-
ingearlier opposition withinthe
BJP, Modideclared thatasettled
boundarywith Bangladeshisin
India’s national interest and
pushed through the ratification
and implementation ofthe LBA.
He also accepted the interna-
tional arbitration award on the
maritime boundary with Bang-
ladesh.

These steps helped inaugur-

‘Congress was divided over
alliance with Vijay... party
president took final call’

THE CONGRESS’S Lok Sabha
whip Manickam Tagore, who
is an MP from Tamil Nadu,
weighsin on the Assembly elec-
tion results. The outcome, he
tells Manoj C G, was as much a
verdict against the DMK-led
governmentasitwasarejection
of “entry of hate into Tamil
Nadu”. Actor Vijay, whose TVK
emerged as the single-largest
party, did not align with the BJP,
he says, and that the Congress
“should do whatever it takes to
protect the secular space of
Tamil Nadu”. Excerpts:

What went wrong with
the DMK-led alliance in
Tamil Nadu?

The vote was against the
government. People voted
against the government. And
DMK was the ruling party. We
were alliance partners. We
were not in the government.
And people voted us out; col-
lateral damage happened to
us. The same alliance that won
the Parliament election could
not win the Assembly elec-
tions. The only difference was
the government and the
emergence of the TVK.

Could your alliance and
party not sense there was a
sentiment againstthe
government?

When the BJP changed its
state president in 2025 and
sealed the alliance with Edap-
padi K Palaniswami (AIADMK
leader), the style with which Mr
AmitShahdid it was notaccept-
abletothe people of Tamil Nadu.
And that emergence of Mr Vijay
was certain by thattime. And the
surge on the ground started by
thattime. And hewasable toget
alot of support from the young-
stersand from all other sections.
He has broken barriers of caste
and communities. Age was the
onlybarrier. By that time, he was
getting the support of people
belowthe age of45. And thathas
translated into votes now.

Are you suggesting there
was a sentiment against
the DMK, but the AIADMK
could not reap its benefit
duetoits alliance with
the BJP? And was Vijay
the beneficiary?

In Tamil Nadu, there wasal-
ways an alternative to Kazha-
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gam politics, a space of around
40% (of voters). Sixty per cent
of the space was occupied by
both the Dravida Kazhagams.
The Congress tried to occupy
that (40%) space in 1989. Mr Vi-
jayakanth tried for that space
sometime back in 2006. After
that, nobody has tried for that
space sincerely. And this time,
we had a popular person and he
was able to connect with people
en masse. And therefore, he
was able to bring that change.

There was atalkin the
Congress a couple of
months ago that the party
should ally with the TVK.
Would that have changed
the situation?

Idon't think that we should
look at it that way. The Congress
is a 140-year-old party. We have
aprocessin place. When wetake
decisionslikethis, thereisacon-
sultative process. That consulta-
tion process was there. I agree
there was a divided opinion.
When our opinions were taken,
we expressed our opinions with
data. But when some of our col-
leagues had different opinions
and when the Congress presi-
dent had to take a final call, the
Congress president took a call
with the true intention that it
would help our party. I don’t
thinkthat weshould gointothat
partnow. We are clear that there
were two opinions at that time.
But when a decision has to be
taken between the two opinions,
one opinion hasto be taken.

The TVKis short of the
halfway mark. Should the
Congress support the TVK?
Theelectionhasgivenaclear
verdict. There was the NDA
where Mr Modi, Mr Amit Shah
and Palaniswami were together.
People have rejected them and

they have reduced their
numbers. The BJP which had
four MLAs has now been re-
duced to 1. The AIADMK tally
hasalsocome down. In my view,
people have rejected the entry of
hate into Tamil Nadu. We fought
in progressive alliance with the
DMK, Left parties and others.
Our alliance has lost now. The
TVK has emerged as the single-
largest party, which has also not
aligned with the BJP. It has also
defeated the BJPand the politics
of hate in Tamil Nadu. There-
fore, we think that the secular
spacein TamilNaduisback. The
Congress should do whatever it
takesto protect the secularspace
of Tamil Nadu. Therefore, the
MLAshave alsobeen consulted.
The Congress chief has spoken
toall of us; he and theleadership
will take a call.

If the Congress offers
support to the TVK, will
that mean arupture in ties
with DMK?

We are fighting against the
BJP and the RSS, ideologically.
Our fight is against them. In Ke-
rala, Communists and the Con-
gress fight each other. In Bengal,
the TMC and the Congress fight
each other. But we are together
in our fight against the BJP at
the national level. Here also in
Tamil Nadu, we are seeinganew
party which has fought against
the BJP. Therefore, we are very
clear that that kind of secular
politics should also be sup-
ported by all kinds of forces.

So, atthe national level, the
DMK and the Congress can
still be part of the INDIA
bloc and in the state, itcan
supportthe TVK?

The Congress president has
to take that call. I was giving
you instances of Kerala and
Bengal. We have political differ-
ences in states, but we fight to-
gether at the national level. In
Bengal, we have different
spaces, but we are together in
Delhi. These are all places and
states where we fight among
ourselves. But like that, in
Tamil Nadu also, there isanew
party which is occupying that
space. We don’t want to suspect
that party. We think that the
secular space should be pro-
tected and we should not com-
promise on that ideology.

BJP’s Eastern mandate could help Delhi
open new foreign policy doors inregion

atewhat Modi himself described
as a “golden chapter” in India-
Bangladesh relations. The extra-
ordinary momentum in bilat-
eral relations after 2014 was
disrupted by Sheikh Hasina’s
ousterin2024. The interim gov-
ernment led by Muhammad
Yunus signalled significant de-
parture from the direction of
travel in the previous decade.
However, the new leadership
under Tarique Rahman has sig-
naled a clear desire to restore
positive engagement with India.

Parallel to bilateral efforts,
Modi sought to advance sub-re-
gional cooperation with Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, and Nepal after
thefailure of the SAARC summit
in2014. Today, the BJP’ssurgein
the north east and the emerg-
ence of new leaders in Dhaka
and Kathmandu provides the
basis for a fresh effort at sub-re-
gionalism.

Yet the burden of rebuilding
regional cooperation cannot rest
onDelhialone. The new govern-
mentsin Dhakaand Kathmandu
must also be prepared torethink
regionalism in the eastern sub-
continent. Even before the re-
cent electoral outcomes, Delhi
hadbegunsignallingitsintentto
reinvigorate neighbourhood pol-
icy. Atarecent conclave of Indian
envoys, Modi reaffirmed theim-
portance of the “Neighbourhood
First” policy, with a sharper em-
phasisontrade and connectivity.
The challenges, however, remain
formidable. But the broader re-
gional vision that Modji articu-
lated over the past decade re-
mains relevant.

(C. Raja Mohan is contributing editor
on international affairs for The Indian
Express. Heis also associated with the
Motwani Jadeja Institute of American
Studies, Jindal Global University, Delhi)
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Kerala verdict protest
against ‘style’, correction
needed: CPM veteran

Nidheesh MK
Thiruvananthapuram,
May 5

THOMAS ISAAC, CPM veteran
and Kerala’s former Finance
Minister, had agreed tospeakon
the day the Assembly election
results camein, and that turned
out to be quite a day. “Even giv-
ing you this interview is going
out, don’t embarrass me
further,” he said with a smile,
asking not tobe pushed hard on
difficult questions.

The results had shocked the
ILeft. The LDF had been reduced
to 35 seats. The UDF score had
crossed ahundred. Thirteensit-
ting ministers lost their seats.
Thescale of it was, asIsaac putit,
without a parallel. “This is the
heaviest defeat the Left Demo-
cratic Front has ever suffered.
There are no comparisons any-
wherein Kerala’s history,” the 73-
year-old said. Isaac did not try
the usual escape hatchessuch as
blaming a political conspiracy.
What he kept returning towas a
more uncomfortable argument:
that the Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment had performed excep-
tionally and that the ruling party
failed to make that performance
count electorally.

“The assumption was that
people would vote on the basis
of this progress. But whether the
politics of this progress was
taught adequately, Idon’t know.”
The problem, as he saw it, was
that by the 10th year in power,
the “extraordinary had become
ordinary”. Monthly pensions,
welfare schemes — all of it had
settled into the furniture of daily
life. “People were taking it for
granted. This pension, isn't it
something that comes every

month?Ithad becomearoutine
thing. Very few people remem-
bered it wasn't like this before.”

A 'style’ problem

The word that kept appear-
ing in Isaac’s answers was
“style”. In many constituencies,
he said, a significant portion of|
the LDF's confirmed voter base
either voted against them or|
simply did not go out to vote.
“This is not about them going
overtothe UDF orjoiningthem.
This is a disagreement about
style. Thatiswhat they were say-
ing. And itneedstobe corrected.
Without correcting this, we can-
notmove forward.” Isaacwould
not comment on Pinarayi Vi-
jayan trailingin Dharmadam in
theearly rounds, though he won|
later. Isaacsaid thattheten years
of governance underthe LDF are
something Kerala won’t easily|
getback. “Thiskind of erawill be
very difficult for Keralato recre-|
ate. There will be a great loss.”

Isaac had no answer to why|
the LDF lost Alappuzha, a con-
stituency he represented for|
twenty years. He had visited the
constituency during the cam-
paign. “Thefeeling got was that
we would win. Because people
were responding the same way
they always did. But the result
was different.” He paused and
then said, "So that is nostalgia.
Wewere only seeingwhat wasin|
our echo chamber.”

On the BJP winning three
seats in Kerala and state party|
chiefRajeev Chandrasekhar de-
feating sitting minister Sivan-
kutty in Nemom, Isaac said the
party’s vote share had not in-
creased. The BJP recorded an
114 per centvoteshareinKerala.
“They have been contained
throughout this period.”
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New Recipe

for Success

CABINET BRIEFINGS by
Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw are often loaded
with regional flavours, in-
cludingstreet food, from dif-
ferent states. Tuesday was
no surprise after the BJP’s
thumpingvictory in the
West Bengal Assembly polls
a day before. Reporters who
attended the briefing were
served traditional Bengali
sandesh and jhalmuri, the
snack which grabbed the na-
tion’s attention after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visittoajhalmuristallin
Jhargram duringhiselec-
tion campaign in the state.
As poll results from West
Bengal rolled in on Monday,
several BJP leaders were
seen celebrating the historic
mandate with jhalmuri.

Guests from

Himalayas

DAYS AFTER the Capital
hosted a group ofjournalists
from Nepal, ateam of diplo-
mats from the neighbouring
country arrived in Delhi for
a10-day programme being
conducted by the Ministry
of External Affairs. As many
as 35 diplomats from Nepal
are participatingin the
event which kicked off on
Tuesday.

DelhiHC quashes
LOCsagainst
former MP,
businessman
Ratul Puri, others

Sohini Ghosh
Delhi, May 5

DISPOSING OF a batch of 33
petitions, some pending since
2022, moved by individuals
challenging lookout circulars
(LOCs) issued by various auth-
orities against them, the Delhi
High Court quashed 13LOCsis-
sued by financial institutions
and 16 others issued by minis-
triesand investigating agencies,
permitting the petitioners to
travel without court permission.

Reiterating earlier judicial
precedents, the courtinits April
17 order underlined that LOCs
arenot “aroutine tool for lawen-
forcement or debt recovery” and
cannot be issued mechanically
without providing reasons.

Justice Purushaindra Kau-
rav, in the order made publicon
May 5, disposed of four other
petitions relegating the peti-
tioners to approach the compet-
ent authority, the court before
which the chargesheet/com-
plaint is pending, seeking
modification or cancellation of
LOCs, without quashing the
existing LOCs against them.

Amongthoserelegated tothe
LOC-issuing authority are
former promoter of Bhushan
Steel Neeraj Singhal and his wife
Ritu Singhal.

Justice Kaurav made it clear
that for the 29 petitions where
the court has quashed the
LOCs, the individuals shall
have to provide their itinerary
tothe concerned authority, that
isthe authority at whose behest
the LOCswere issued —be it fi-
nancial institutions, ministries
or investigating agencies —
prior to their departure abroad.

Amongthosewhohad chal-
lenged the LOCs were former
directors of Moser Baer India
Ltd Ratul Puri and his mother
Nita Puri, directors of M/s Wave
Megacity Centre Pvt. Ltd. Man-
preet Singh Chadha and Char-
anjeet Singh, several position
holdersin real estate firm Asso-
tech Limited.

Those who challenged LOCs
issued at the request of financial
institutions included Raghu
Rama Krishna, former YSRCP
MP and now Deputy Speaker of
Andhra Pradesh Assembly.

STRANDED IN ARABIAN SEA SINCE FEBRUARY 9

Bombay HC orders release of 50

seafarers:

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, May 5

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Tuesday ordered the immedi-
ate release of 50 crew members,
all Indians, stranded on three
vesselsin the Arabian Seasince
February, observing that “for
them life comes only once”.

Callingthemselves “victims
of ahigh-seas humanitarian cri-
sis”, the seafarers had claimed
thatthey had been stranded in-
side the vessels since February
9, and the owners had “practi-
callyabandoned” the shipsand
deserted the crew.

The three motor tankers,
MT Asphalt Star, MT Stellar
Ruby and MT Al Jafzia, had
beenintercepted by the Indian
Coast Guard in February, about
11 nautical miles from Mumbai,
for alleged illegal transfers of
fuel oil and bitumen. While the
ships were placed under arrest,
only one of the 50 crew
members was named as an ac-
cused in the case.

Some of the crew members,
represented through the Maha-

Rescued crew members arrive at the Yellow Gate Police Station
after their release, in Mumbai on Tuesday. AkasH paTIL

rashtra Navnirman Navik Sena
Union, had filed a habeas cor-
pus plea in the High Court. Al-
leging that they were held in
wrongful confinement for
nearly three months, they
sought directions from the
court toallow them to “sign-off,
disembark” and be repatriated.

On Monday, a bench of Jus-
tices Ravindra V Ghuge and
Hiten S Venegavkar had ex-
pressed concern over their
safety and sought the presence
of all the crew membersin court,

observing that they cared for
humans, not the dead vessels.

As the crew members ap-
peared before the court on
Tuesday, the lawyers represent-
ing the owners of the vessels
raised apprehensions about the
ships being unmanned if all of
them were released without
any replacement.

“We will release all of them
today itself. You take care of
your vessels and commercial
activities. We will take care of
human life. You can read their

faces. The happiness of breath-
ing free air and being on
Mother Earth. And they must
be feeling so relieved to be on
land. We will allow them to be
happy for some time. And we
are sure that when you replace
them with another comple-
ment of staff, you will stop the
petitioners' salaries and you
will start paying them (the re-
placed crew) the salaries,” Jus-
tice Ghuge said in oral remarks.
“For them, life comes only
once, and they have to feed
their family members. There
must be at least four other
mouths who are dependent on
them, including wife, children
and old parents. You will not
think of that. It is only the court
oflaw that will think of that. For
you, the monies are very impor-
tant, not the human lives...
“Now we cannot hold them
back. Now the owners have to
decide how the ships have tobe
taken care of, whether tempor-
arily you will bring them closer
tothe inner anchorage or move
the vessels to the Alang ship
breaking yard,” Justice Ghuge

‘Life comes only once’

further added.

The Coast Guard officer
present in the court said that
the three vessels cannot remain
in the Arabian Sea as they
would cause "national security
concern" and maritime and
navigational hazards; there-
fore, they should be towed to
Alang yard in Gujarat.

The petitioners, repre-
sented by advocate Padmavati
Vaishya, claimed they were
supplied only 300 millilitres of
drinking water per person
daily, and were making rotis by
burning wood.

The judges asked if anyone
wanted to return to the vessels.
“Kisi ko nahijaanahai (nobody
wants to go)," they responded.

“Since all these 50 are
adults, we have noreasontode-
tain any of them under any
compulsion as may be voiced
by the owners of the vessels,
keepingin view that they claim
to have suffered starvation and
thirst while on the vessels,” the
court held, directing the auth-
orities to complete the formal-
itiesto set them free.

DETAINED FOR ‘ANTI-BJP POST’

HC clears path for UK

doctor to rejoin family,

patients in England

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, May 5

NEARLY FOUR months after
he was detained for allegedly
posting objectionable content
against a BJP leader, the Bom-
bay High Court on Tuesday di-
rected the Maharashtra govern-
ment to modify the Look Out
Circular (LOC) against UK-
based doctor and YouTuber
Sangram Patil (49) in the case,
so that he can fly back to Eng-
land by or after May 11.

Asingle-judge bench of Jus-
tice Ashwin D Bhobe took on
record undertakings filed by
Patil and his parents, assuring
his appearance as and when
required during the probe and
his cooperation with the inves-
tigation agency.

Hewasbooked for allegedly
posting objectionable content
against a BJP leader and was
detained on January 10 upon
his arrival at the Mumbai air-
port. On April 15, Advocate
General (AG) Milind Sathe for
the state government had said
that it had no objection to lift-
ing the LOC against Patil if the
investigation reports pertain-
ingtothe case against him were
not made available within three
weeks.

The HC had then admitted
Patil's plea challenging the FIR
and LOC. He had denied the
allegations of posting the objec-
tionable content.

Patil's lawyers had claimed
hewasvirtually "in an open-air
jail"and his detention "resulted
in there being a possibility of
him being removed from his
job" in the UK and he has a
family including wife and a
child in the UK and patients to
look after.

Justice Bhobe had then told
the government that it cannot
hold a person for a longer time

Sangram Patil

and sought completion of the
investigation at the earliest.
On Tuesday, senior advo-
cate Rajiv Shakdher and advo-
cates Ujjwalkumar Chavhan
and Aditya Hire for Patil told
the bench that he had filed an
undertakingstating that he will
"not evade or avoid the process
of law and shall participate in
the investigation proceedings
in good faith and as required."
Patil, a UK citizen employed
in the National Health Service
(NHS) UK as a consultant doc-
tor, had added that “travelling
back to India requires reason-
able prior intimation to enable
compliance without compro-
mising his professional duties
and obligations.” However, he
said that 15-day notice was “suf-
ficient for him to travel back to
India again tojoin the probe.”
The court accepted Patil's
statement on undertaking, after
AG Sathesaid that the authority
was satisfied with it and will
modify the LOC to enable his
UK travel, asthe probeisstill on.
“By virtue of this, he would
be able to travel outside India
and instructions will be issued
to competent authorities on or
before May 11,” Sathe stated.
The court then ordered
modification of LOC and is
likely to hear Patil's main plea
next in June 2026.

*BRIEFLY

At the crash site in Thane district on Tuesday. ExPress
MAHARASHTRA

Four killed as SUV collides with
state transport bus in Thane

FOUR PEOPLE were Killed after a sport utility vehicle (SUV)
collided with a state transport bus in Maharashtra's Thane
district on Tuesday, officials said. The crash occurred
around 11.30 am at Tokawde in Murbad taluka on the Mur-
bad-Ahilyanagar Road, said Sagar Palsule, Divisional Com-
missioner of the Maharashtra State Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC) Thane division. Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Murbad) Anil Lad informed that
four people died in the accident though they were yet to be
identified. The bodies were sent to a government hospital
for post-mortem examination, said the police officer. PTI

Ex-GST official
gets 10-yr RIfor
wife’s death

A COURT in Uttar Pradesh's
Saharanpurdistricton
Monday sentenced a Goods
and Services Tax (GST) as-
sistant commissionerto 10
yearsrigorous
imprisonment after hold-
ing him guilty of “culpable
homicide notamounting to
murder” and “cruelty” in
connection with the death
of his wife who purportedly
fell from the terrace of their
residence in November
2014. The convict, Ashwani
Singh (35), who was posted
inSaharanpur at the time,
hadbeen attached with the
Central GST Commissioner-
atein Meerut. He was con-
victed under Sections 304,
498A and 201 of the IPC. ENS

Tiger rescued a
week ago found
deadin Panna

ATWO-YEAR-OLD male
tiger, rescued barely a week
ago and declared fit, was
found dead inside the
PannaTiger Reserve on
Tuesday, raising the tiger
death tollin Madhya
Pradesh this yearto 28. The
animal had been captured
on April 26 from Tara
village in the Amanganj
buffer range after it strayed
close to human habitation.
According to forest
officials, veterinarians had
assessed thetiger as healthy
beforereleasingitbackinto
thereserve with aradio col-
lar to trackit. Despite this,
the carcass was discovered
nearanullahinthe
Rampurabeat. ENS

Officials inspect the remains of the vehicle that caught fire after an explosion, outside BSF
headquarters, in Jalandhar on Tuesday. express

Blast outside Jalandhar BSF
HQ sparks panic, two detained

Express News Service
Jalandhar, May 5

A DELIVERY package kept in
scooter parked outside the
Border Security Force (BSF)
headquarters in Jalandhar
“blewup” leading the vehicleto
burst into flames late on Tues-
day, prompting an immediate
response from authorities who
cordoned off the area and de-
tained two persons for ques-
tioning,.

Police Commissioner Dhan-
preet Kaur said that the inci-
dent took place around 8 pm.
The two wheeler — a Honda
Activa— belonged toadelivery
boy, identified Gurpreet Singh,
aresident of Garha in Jaland-
har.

“Gurpreet and one more
persons has been taken into
custody for preliminary inves-
tigation,” she said.

According to the police
Gurpreet had cometodeliver a
parcel at the BSF headquarters
complex. As he was reportedly

not allowed entry into the
premises for not wearing a hel-
met, he parked his scooter out-
side and proceeded on foot.
The blast took place while he
was returning and was around
50 to 60 metres away from the
parked scooter. The explosion
was so powerful that it was
heard about a kilometre away.
Gurpreet's father Kashmira
Singh, a retired BSF personnel,
said his son had been working
as a delivery boy with an e-
commerce giant for the past 2-
3 months. He told the media
that his son called him shortly
after the incident, informing
him that hisscooter had caught
fire following an explosion and
that the police had taken him
into custody. “He is my only
son and regularly goes to the
BSF headquarters to deliver
parcels. I do not know what
exactly happened or how the
explosion took place,” he said.
Kashmira Singh added that
he has been trying to contact
police officers to speak to his

son, but has not been allowed
todososofar. “Tam completely
inthe dark about the situation,”
hesaid.

Meanwhile, police cordoned
off the area and collected
samples for forensic examin-
ation. Officials said it was too
early to draw conclusions and
theexact causeand nature ofthe
blast would become clear only
after adetailed investigation.

Reactingtotheincident, sen-
ior Congress leader Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa said that the
ongoing tussle between the
Centre and the state govern-
ment was affecting peace in
Punjab. He said an explosion
near a highly sensitive installa-
tion raised serious questions
over intelligence gathering and
security arrangements.

Leader of Opposition, Partap
Singh Bajwa, said “The ex-
plosion... pointstoseriouslapses
insafety and vigilance. The gov-
ernment must stop reacting
after the fact and start taking
proactive, visible steps...”

‘Fake’ Rahul aide swindles Cong leaders

Amritsar native
held in Dehradun
for ‘scamming’
party leader of
Rs251akh

AiswaryaRaj
Dehradun, May 5

DEHRADUN POLICE have ar-
rested a man for allegedly
swindling Congress leaders by
posing as the private secretary
of senior party leader and
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi.
The man, identified as Am-
ritsar-native Gaurav Kumar,
has allegedly cheated several
leaders across the country

under the pretext of securing
election tickets or positions in
the party for them, police said.

On Sunday, state Congress
leader Bhavna Pandey alleged
that the 42-year-old accused
swindled her out of Rs 25 lakh
by promising her a position in
the party.

Police said that the accused
used Google to gather informa-
tion about senior leaders of
political parties and their as-
sociates and close aides.

Pandey alleged that a man
who identified himself as Kan-
ishk Singh, posing as the pri-
vate secretary of Rahul Gandhi,
demanded Rs 25 lakh from her
inexchange for securing an im-
portant position in the party in
Uttarakhand.

“To convince me, they
made me listen to people on

speakerphone, claiming they
were Harish Rawat, Harak
Singh, Yashpal Arya, and Ga-
nesh Godiyal (senior office-
bearers). They said that around
12 MLAs were staying in a five-
star hotel in Dehradun, and
they had been serving them for
10 days across various as-
semblies. They claimed that
the cost of their stay was Rs
22,50,000 and asked me to give
Rs25,00,000,” she alleged.

On April 13, the accused sent
an associate to her residence at
Jakhan, where the individual
collected the money in cash.
After receiving the money, the
accused stopped answering her
calls and did not return the
amount, her complaint said.

She claimed that other
leaders in the party received
similar phone calls.

“In a similar manner, they
have committed fraud in sev-
eral states, including Goa, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Bihar and others.

“I request you to expose
such gangs so that others are
not cheated in the same way,”
she claimed in the complaint.
Based on the complaint, a case
was registered at Rajpur Police
Station under Section 318(4) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Through mobile surveil-
lance, CCTV footage, and in-
formers, the teams gathered in-
formation about the accused. It
was found that the accused was
in contact with several senior
leaders of the party in Uttarak-
hand and was scheduled to col-
lect money from another party
functionary near Pacific Mall,
Jakhan, on the pretext of secur-

for years

ing a ticket, police said.

During questioning, police
said, he revealed he came
across details of a man named
Kanishk Singh, who had served
asapersonal secretary to Rahul
Gandhi from 2003 to 2015 and
remains close to him.

The accused then created a
Truecaller ID in the name of
Kanishk Singh. He also gath-
ered detailed information
about senior leaders of the
political party from across the
country.

“In 2017, in Jaipur, he took
Rs1.90 crore and Rs 12 lakh re-
spectively from two leaders on
the promise of securing MLA
tickets. In 2025, in Patna, he
took Rs 3 lakh from a political
worker on the pretext of secur-
inga party position,” the police
further added.
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Passengers being evacuated from the IndiGo flight. R1yTHM ACHARYA/X

Power bank catches
fireinside IndiGo
plane, five injured

Jasbir Malhi
Mohali, May 5

AN EMERGENCY evacuation
carried out on an IndiGo flight
on Tuesday afternoon after a
passenger’s power bank caught
fire. The Ahmedabad-Chandi-
garh flight, operating as IndiGo
6E-108, had landed safely at3.29
pmwhen the incident occurred
during taxiing at Shaheed Bha-
gat Singh International Airport.

“After landing during taxi
into the bay at Chandigarh, a
power bank kept in a pouch in
the seat pocket by a passenger
seated on 39C caught fire. Air-
craftwasstopped inthebay,” avi-
ation watchdog DGCA said in a
statement.

IndiGo confirmed that the
aircraft was stationary after
landing when the passenger’s
personal electronic device
caught fire.

“On 5 May 2026, while In-
diGoflight 6E 108 from Hydera-
bad to Chandigarh was station-
ary after landing, an incident
involving a customer's personal
electronic equipment catching
fire was reported. In the interest

of safety, an immediate evacu-
ationwascarried out,and all the
relevant authorities were im-
mediately informed,” an official
statement read.

“In the interest of safety, an
immediate evacuation was car-
ried out and all relevant author-
ities were informed. All cus-
tomers were safely escorted to
the terminal and are being at-
tended to.”

According to an airport offi-
cial, a passenger seated on 39C,
identified as Devansh, alerted
the crew after noticing firein his
power bank. Sensing the gravity
of the situation, the cabin crew
promptly used onboard fire ex-
tinguishers to douse the flames.

However,smoke had already
spread inside the cabin, the offi-
cial said. After the aircraft
reached Bay No. 1, the crew de-
clared an emergency around
3.35pm and opened the emerg-
ency exits. Passengers were
evacuated using inflatable
slides. The situation briefly
turned chaoticduringthe evacu-
ation. Five people, includingtwo
children, sustained minor in-
juries.




ONG BEFORE C Joseph Vijay
asked Tamil Nadu for political
power, he had already asked,
and got, something more inti-
mate: recognition.

Forthree decades, he had found aspace
in homes across Tamil Nadu, arriving
through first-day-first-show whistles,
television reruns, college dance floors, fes-
tival releases and YouTube clips.

So by the time he launched Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) in February 2024,
Vijay could make a political claim that
other new entrants would have found im-
possible to match: “I did not enter homes
after launching TVK,” he would tell sup-
porters. “Ilaunched TVK only after enter-
ing every home through cinema.”

In a state where cinema has been a key
medium to represent and reinforce
Tamil/Dravidian culture and identity
politics, Vijay fits into a familiar pattern —
from C N Annadurai and M Karunanidhi,
who used theatre and film dialogues to
carry Dravidian ideas into popularimagin-
ation, to M G Ramachandran and later,
Jayalalithaa, who commanded both cin-
ematic and political loyalty.

Yet, Vijay also breaks that tradition.
While his astonishing electoral success
within two years of his political launch has
invited the inevitable comparison with
MGR, the other superstar whowent onto be
Chief Minister, there are crucial differences.

While MGR came from inside the Dravi-
dian movement before founding the
AIADMK, Vijay’s politics did not grow out
of party apprenticeship or public agitation.
It grew from fandom first, then welfare ac-
tivity, then carefully rationed political
speech. That makes him both less prepared
than MGR and, in another sense, more
mysterious.

Sowhen his TVK ended up as the single
biggest party in the Tamil Nadu elections,
Vijay left almost everyone stunned, except
perhaps those in whose homes he had
existed since much before, as a poster, asa
song, as dialogues or as dance moves.

Romantic hero to Thalapathy

Tounderstand Vijay’s politics, one must
first understand Vijay the screen figure.

He was not always the swaggering
“Thalapathy” or commander, the honorary
title bestowed on him by his fans. The early
Vijay was softer, leaner, more boyish. In the
1990s, he became a romantic hero with a
particular middle-class accessibility. In
films such as Poove Unakkaga, Kadha-
lukku Mariyadhai, Love Today and Thul-
ladha Manamum Thullum, he was the
young man who suffered politely, loved

Tamil cinema has produced
many macho heroes. But
herewas a hero who was not
merely beatingvillains; he
was convincing mothers,
sisters and college girls that
hecould betrusted

earnestly and waited long enough for the
audience to bless him.

Tamil cinema has produced many
macho heroes. But here was a hero whowas
not merely beating villains; he was con-
vincing mothers, sisters and college girls
that he could be trusted.

Then came the transformation. The
lover slowly became the mass hero. Ghilli
gave him speed, comic timing, physical as-
surance and the velocity of a star who had
learned how to move a crowd. Thiru-
paachi, Sivakasi, Pokkiri and later Thup-
pakki, Kaththi, Mersal, Sarkar, Master,
Beast, Varisu and Leo built different ver-
sions of the same promise: here was a man
who could dance, joke, love, suffer insult,
explode into violence and then return to
the centre of the frame.

But it was his dance moves — fast and
uninhibited — that travelled before his
speeches did. In Tamil Nadu, dance is more
than just an accessory to stardom. If Raji-
nikanth had style and Kamal had craft,
Vijay had a certain rhythm that young men
could imitate and children could attempt
atschool functions.

In his movies, Vijay is often wronged
but not broken. He may mock power, but
he does not look powerless. He carries on
hisshoulders a certain Tamil commercial-
film ethic: protect the weak, punish the
corrupt, respect mothers, distrust arrogant
elites, and deliver justice with enough style
to make morality entertaining. In Tamil
Nadu, this can almost read like a political
manifesto.

Quietly, Vijay

Off-screen, Vijay was almost the oppo-
site of the man who exploded out of
screens. He was shy, private, sparing with
words and visibly uncomfortable with pub-
lic life. For years, even when rumours of
political ambition followed him, it was his
father, director S A Chandrasekhar, who
often did the talking,.

That father-son relationship is central
to Vijay’s evolution. In 2009, Chandrasek-
har helped shape the All India Thalapathy
Vijay Makkal Iyakkam, the fan organisation
thatwould later become the basis for Vijay’s
social and political activity. For long, Vijay
seemed like the hesitant son of an ambi-
tious father, a star with political potential
but without the appetite to fully claim it.

The rupture came slowly. In 2020, when
Chandrasekhar attempted to form a politi-
cal outfit using Vijay’s name without his ap-
proval, he publicly distanced himself and
later moved legally against several people,
including his parents. The son who had
long been described as shy had drawn a
hard boundary. If politics was to happen, it
would happen on his terms.

o Vijay’s
Screen
Presence

POOVE UNAK-
KAGA (1996) was
his first major block-
buster, establishing
him as aromantic
hero alongside hits
such as Kadhalukku
Mariyadhai (1997),
which earned a state
award. Films such as
Kushi (2000) solidi-
fied his appeal with
youthful romance
and music

GHILLI(2004),a
kabaddiactionre-
make, is his biggest
hityet, running 250
days and shifting his
image to action star.
Thirumalai (2003)

initiated this change.
Vijay’s energetic por-

trayalin Ghillifea-
turediconic songs
and stunts, making it
afestival staple even
today

VIJAY

BLOCKBUSTER

First came Vijay the actor — the shy, romantic hero of the 19990s who
transformed into a mass entertainer who could dance, joke, love and explode
into violence. Then came Vijay the politician, but this time, he didn’t need to
do much. ARUN JANARDHANAN on the man who walked into people’s
hearts, and came out with a stupendous mandate

That decision explains much of Vijay’s
later political style: controlled access, few
public improvisations and a tight inner
circle. “He is not a man who enjoys being
handled. He may tolerate advisers, but he
doesnotenjoy beingowned by them,” said
asource who has worked closely with Vijay
before and after the launch of TVK.

Vijay has long kept his personal life
tightly private. His mother, Shoba Chan-
drasekhar, isa playback singer and has also
worked as a writer and director in Tamil
cinema. Hiswife, Sangeetha Sornalingam,
and their two children have largely stayed
away from the public glare. The couple’s di-
vorce petition is currently being heard by
acourtin Chennai.

Vijay’s private circle is small, mostly
from the film industry. He is known to take
quiet cycling rides along Chennai’s East
Coast Road, often masked and unrecogni-
sable. He moves between his East Coast
Road bungalow and a seafront residence
near Marina Beach, a life both extraordi-
narily privileged and deliberately sealed.

That privacy has helped his aura. He
was available on screen, unavailable in life.

‘A dangerous boy’ in politics

The political confrontation that first
sharpened his publicimage came through
cinema.

In 2017, his Mersal, an action-thriller di-
rected by Atlee, triggered the BJP’s anger
over dialogues criticising GST, Digital India
and the absence of free medical care.
HRaja, asenior BJPleader, called it “Joseph
Vijay’s hate campaign against Modi”, delib-
erately foregrounding Vijay’s Christian
identity. BJP leaders accused the film of

Astill from Vijay’s Mersal, released in 2017; (above) arriving at the TVK headquartersin
Chennai on May 4, after his party’s big win. anivibeo GraB

misinformation and attributed political
motives. Vijay himselfremained largely si-
lent. His father defended him fiercely, ask-
ing why his son’s religion mattered.

The episode did two things. It made
Vijay appear, even without speaking, likea
star willing to stand inside an anti-estab-
lishment storm. And it gave him an early
adversary in the BJP, whose attacks elev-
ated his political profile far beyond the
film’s box office. Mersalbecame more than
a film controversy. It was a rehearsal for
what was to come.

In2023, at the Thalapathy Vijay Educa-
tion Award Ceremony in Chennai, Vijay ad-
dressed high-scoring students. He told
them to read beyond textbooks, to learn
about Ambedkar, Periyar and Kamaraj, to
take the good and leave the rest. He spoke

against cash for votes, asking students to
tell their parents not to sell their votes.
Rs 1,000 per vote, he calculated, meant
crores spent in a constituency, and ifacan-
didate could spend that much to win, how
much must he expect to make after win-
ning? It was politics without announcing
politics.

By February 2024, Vijay announced the
TVK. By October that year, at Vikravandiin
Villupuram, he marked his formal arrival
with flags, songs, Dravidian icons, Tamil
symbols, lakhs of supporters, and a line
borrowed from Sangam memory — “Tha-
laiyalanganathu Seruvendra Nedunchez-
hian”, the young king dismissed as inex-
perienced who won a great battle.

“Romba ketta paiyan saar antha
chinna paiyan,” Vijay thundered in filmy

Kolkata

POKKIRI(2007)

redefined himas a
stylish anti-hero with
punchy dialogues.
Thirupaachi (2005)
and Sivakasi (2005)
added family-action
layers, boosting box
office dominance

JANA NAYAGAN, his
much-anticipated
movie that was to be
his final release be-
fore he turned to full-
time politics, re-
mains stalled before
the Censor Board
amid alegal battlein
the Madras High
Court

style — “that young boy was a dangerous
boy”.

Atthetime, it sounded theatrical. Now,
it reads like a warning the older parties
heard but did not believe.

The night of the big win

His party, the TVK, had no inherited
cadre, no decades-old ideology, no ready
bench of seasoned politicians waiting to
take positions. What he had instead was
something more volatile and, in this elec-
tion, more effective: a dispersed, emo-
tionally charged, semi-organised network
of fans who had been doing small acts of
public work for years without calling it
politics.

Hisfan organisation, the All India Thal-
apathy Vijay Makkal Iyakkam, conducted
welfare activities, organised local events,
mobilised crowds, and, crucially, gathered
data — on voters and their grievances. It
was not a party. But it was not merely a fan
clubeither.

When TVK was finally launched, it did
not need tobuild its presence from scratch.
What Vijay did next surprised even those
who had invested in him. He did very little.

In an election where rivals travelled re-
lentlessly, spoke endlessly and spent mass-
ively, Vijay campaigned sparingly — barely
adozen or so major outings across districts.
He did not attempt to visit every consti-
tuency, did not chase every vote physically,
did not behave like a man desperate to
prove himself.

To critics, this looked like indifference
or inexperience. To supporters, it looked
like confidence. Every appearance of his
became an event. Every speech, aclip, and
every movement, a rumour. He allowed
others — especially the young, and their
phones — to do the talking for him.

YouTube channels tracked his traction
obsessively, influencers analysed his
speeches frame by frame, and online bet-
ting communities began to treat hisrise as
aprobability. For weeks, they were among
the few spaces where a TVK surge was not
mocked.

A peculiar narrative took hold: Vijay
might not be everywhere physically, yet, he
was everywhere. His supporters amplified
asimple message: give him one chance. It
was not a particularly new promise. But in
astate where political choices had, for dec-
ades, been variations within the same sys-
tem, Vijay stood out.

His speeches returned repeatedly to
corruption, to dignity, to the idea that he
did not need public money because he had
already earned enough. It was a risky line,
but it resonated with a section of voters.

Inanelection whererivals
travelled relentlessly, Vijay
campaigned sparingly. He
did not chase everyvote
physically, did not behave
likeamandesperateto
prove himself

He also positioned himself carefully in
relation to other parties. He attacked both
the BJP at the Centre and the DMK in the
state, while largely avoiding a direct, sus-
tained confrontation with the ATADMK.
This had a tactical effect: it allowed him to
absorb anti-DMK sentiment without im-
mediately alienating anti-BJP voters, while
also drawing from spaces where the
AIADMK had historically thrived.

The result, when it came, surprised
even him. Senior figures within the TVK
would later admit that even on the night
before counting, the expectation was mod-
est — perhaps 60 seats, perhaps the role of
Opposition leader. What unfolded instead
was something closer to a rupture.

Yet, Vijay’srise in this election carried its
own contradiction. In many constituencies,
the TVK finished second, close enough to
matter; notalwaysenough towin. Asthere-
sults settled, the arithmetic pointed to a
possibility Tamil Nadu had not seriously en-
tertained in decades: a coalition.

In Panayur, outside Vijay’s residence,
police officials established contact points
and senior bureaucrats prepared for tran-
sition. Inside, Vijay’s circle remained small
— Bussy Anand, Aadhav Arjuna, CTR Nir-
mal Kumar, K Sengottaiyan, among the few
TVK leaders with administrative experi-
ence, and a handful of newer figures who
have risen with the campaign. It didn’t re-
semble awar room that had pulled offa vic-
tory. Instead, it was closer to a film set after
anunexpected box-office success —ateam
suddenly aware that the next project would
bejudged differently.

In the moments after the victory, there
were surreal events. An astrologer visited
Vijay’s residence. An actress friend was
among the few who were allowed through
his gates. Vijay met his parents late at night
after a day that had redrawn his life.

Butbeneath the first flush of victory lay
aharder question: What kind of Chief Min-
ister would Vijay be?

Hissupporters argue that he has already
managed something larger than a state: a
vast film industry ecosystem, with budgets,
labour networks, distribution chains and
global markets. That experience, they say, is
not trivial. Itisgovernance of adifferent kind.

His critics counter that cinema is not gov-
ernance. That a state like Tamil Nadu, with
its complex bureaucracy and layered social
contracts, cannot be run on instinct and
image. Both arguments hold some truth.

Tamil Nadu did not vote only for Vijay
the actor, or Vijay the outsider, or Vijay the
promise. It voted for a possibility that
something new, however uncertain, might
still be allowed to enter a system that had
long seemed closed. Joseph Vijay — shy
and elusive —walked in through that door.
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BJP’s sweep in Bengal cannot be
reduced to one factor. Here are five
— Ayan Guha
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Weakening rupee points
to challenges ahead

HEINDIAN rupee continues to weaken. On Tuesday,

it hovered around 95.36 against the dollar during

early trading. Since the beginning of this year, the cur-

rency has fallen by around 5.64 per cent. Sentiment
continues to be weighed down by the conflict in West Asia,
with fresh attacks rattling investors. But the pressure on the
Indian currency predates the Iran war. Last year, the rupee fell
by roughly 5 per cent against the dollar. The problem is on both
the current and capital accounts.

Global crude oil prices remain elevated due to energy market
dislocations, exerting pressure on the current account. Brent
crude is currently around $113 per barrel. In April, the price of
the Indian crude oil basket averaged $114.48 per barrel, accord-
ing to data from the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell.
There is the possibility of the current account deficit widening
toaround 2 per cent in 2026-27. While this is considerably lower
than that around the period of the taper tantrum — the deficit
had widened to 4.8 per cent of GDPin 2012-13 — financing it will
be challenging in the current environment. Capital flows are
under pressure. So far in the calendar year, foreign portfolio in-
vestors have taken out around $21.2 billion from the stock mar-
kets. This comes after outflows of $18.9 billion last year. While
the central bank has been taking steps to ease the stress on the
rupee, its short dollar book has swelled, the pressure on the cur-
rency continues. In previous episodes of such stress, the RBI at-
tempted to facilitate capital inflows through various instru-
ments. For instance, during the taper tantrum, funds were
mobilised through the FCNR-B deposits.

So far, retail fuel prices have not been adjusted to reflect the
higher global prices. But there are limits to the burden that can
be borne by the oil companies and the government — the war
has been going on for more than two months. Higher prices at
the pump will push up retail inflation across the country — retail
inflation edged up to 34 per cent in March. A few days ago, the
price of the commercial LPG cylinder was raised by Rs 993,
which will translate to higher input costs for restaurants, hotels,
commercial kitchens etc, feeding price pressures. A prolonged
conflict will impact economic momentum, worsening the
growth-inflation dynamics. The macroeconomic situation calls
for deft and delicate management.

On beingleft out and
left behind

N 2015, the late Sitaram Yechury wrote in The Marxist: “We

[communists] have, for many decades, been repeating the

Leninist dictum that the ‘concrete analysis of concrete con-

ditionsistheliving essence of dialectics’... An incorrect esti-
mation of the concrete conditions, naturally, will lead to an er-
roneous political line and consequent tactical line.” The CPI(M)'s
current political nadir — in fact, the seemingly interminable de-
cline of all of India’s communist parties — is evidence, among
other things, of a prolonged “incorrect estimation”. With the de-
feat of the Pinarayi Vijayan-led LDF in Kerala, the communist
parties are not part of a single government in the country for the
first time in nearly 50 years. This decline was not one foretold by
“historical forces™. It is, rather, a function of a series of intercon-
nected failures and complicities.

Vijayan's return to power in the last election bucked the trend
of anti-incumbency verdicts in Kerala, and it is conceivable that
the LDF may return in 2031. Even if that is the case, however, a
party that, at its height, was the third-largest in Parliament with
agovernment in three states, is now a contender in one. The de-
clineis not merely electoral; it is also reflected in the depletion of
ideas and organisation. Take the changing nature of work and
the ways in which workers’ rights can be undermined in the “gig
economy”. Parties and movements that claim to stand for those
leftbehind by the system should be at the forefront of articulating
their concerns. Yet, an absence of “concrete analysis of concrete
conditions” has meant that the CPIL, CPI(M) and others are merely
playing catch-up. There is also a fundamental organisational
question. Foralongtime, the tension between the popularleader
and the party — as with Jyoti Basu in Bengal and VS Achutha-
nandan in Kerala— has deepened factional faultlines. If the left
is to recover, it must decide who is best placed to lead that re-
covery: Those with their earsto the ground or those who fear “re-
visionism” more than political extinction.

Over thelast four decades —beginning with the fall of the So-
viet Union — the obituary of the Indian left has been written
many times. The differencein thelast decadeis therise of a politi-
cal force that, like the communists, is cadre-based and ideologi-
cally driven. Theleft, unless it comes up with fresh ideas, isbound
to be left behind.

In the name of country,
away from home

AR-SCARRED women footballers from Afghanis-

tanliving in exile across the world, can finally play

in FIFA tournaments. After eight long years, they

can proudly bear their country’s name, and not
compete under the Afghan Women United banner. Although
FIFA has not officially recognised the Afghan Football Federation,
asthe ruling Taliban has banished all women’s sports, the world
football governing body’s council voted on Tuesday to circum-
vent the rule. It’s a resonant moment.

This moment offers hope and fires the imagination of athletes
who fled the country when the Taliban returned to power in 2021.
When it started restricting women’s sports, 70-odd women fled
their country just so that they could continue playing football,
with the help of expats around the world. Their captain, Shabnam
Mobarez, who was raised in Denmark, reached out to the com-
munity across the world and soon they found refuge in Australia,
England, where the women’s youth team trains, in partnership
with the Premier League side Leeds United, Portugal and Italy.

The team will have success stories like Mobarez, Nadia Na-
deem and Khalida Popal toemulate. They have rising talents like
Fatima Foladi, who sneaked into the airport, showed her football
credentials to the US military retreating from the country and
managed toboard the flight to the US. Manoozh Noori buried her
medalsin herbackyard and escaped to Australia, where she plays
for a club in the top division. Nilab Mohammadi, the women’s
team captain, left her post in the Afghanistan Army and fled to
Australia. Some of their tales are stranger than fiction. They might
never be as famous as Brazil’s Marta or Spain’s Alexia Putellas,
but no law or custom could stop them from turning up for their
country and fulfilling their dream.

Leftneeds to find anew vocabulary
for the cconomy of aspiration

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

OR NEARLY a century, the

image of the hammer and sickle

hasbeen morethanjustarelic of

the Cold War in India; it hasbeen

a governing reality. While the
Soviet Union collapsed and China pivoted
to state-sponsored capitalism, India re-
mained a peculiar outlier — a vibrant
democracy where card-carrying Commu-
nists didn't just protest in the streets, but
satin the halls of power, winning elections
and running states — West Bengal, Tripura,
and most enduringly, Kerala.

Buttoday, asthe news of the decimation
of the Communists in the Kerala Assembly
elections sinks in, that historical anomaly
faces a Francis Fukuyama moment: Is this
“the end of history” for Indian Commu-
nism? With the rout of the incumbent Left
Democratic Front (LDF), India will, for the
first time in nearly 50 years, be without a
single Communist-led state government.
Foramovement that once positioned itself
astheinevitable future of the Global South,
this isn't just an electoral dip; it seems the
sun has set on Indian Communism.

To understand the gravity of this mo-
ment,one mustexamine the Left’srapid col-
lapse. Aslate asthe middle of the firstdecade
of the century, the Communists were the
kingmaker of Indian politics, holding over

60 seats in the Lok Sabha and providing the
crucial outside support that kept the central
UPA government stable. They were the ideo-
logical guardians of the welfare state, taking
ashare of the credit for MNREGA, vetoing
aggressive privatisation and pulling support
to the government over India’s nuclear deal
with the United States.

The decline was swift and brutal. First
came the fall of West Bengal in 2011, ending
a record-breaking 34-year reign. Then, in
2018, their second stronghold of Tripura col-
lapsed tothe BJP. Inboth cases, it wasn’tjust
adefeat but adecimation: The party was re-
duced to a cipher in states it had ruled with
such authority. This left Kerala — the first
state in the country to elect a Communist
government in 1957 —as the last redoubt,
bolstered by the fact that despite a half-cen-
tury practice of Kerala voters turfing out in-
cumbent governments every five years, the
Left won a historic re-election in the midst
of Covid, in 2021. So what happened to re-
duce them to 35 seats out of 140 today?

Today’s crisis isn’t merely one of arith-
metic; it'sone oflanguage. The Indian Left
has struggled to find a new vocabulary for
a“New India”. They have never quite come
to terms with the economy of aspiration.
Historically, the Left drew its strength from
organised labour and agrarian re-
form. But since the 1990s, India’s
growth has been driven by ser-
vices, gig work, and a soaring
middle-class aspiration. To a
young coder in Gurgaon or a de-
livery driver in Kolkata, rhetoric
opposingliberalisation or capital-
ism can sound less like protection
from exploitation and more like a
barrier to opportunity.

Atthesametime, the Commu-

Evenif the hammer and sickle
disappear from the map this
month, the questions the Left
raised — about inequality, the
unstable indignity of labour,
and the need for a social safety
net — will continue to haunt
‘New India’ for years to come

nists have long ceased to hold the trade-
mark on social welfare. Every other party
is matching or beating the Left at its own
game. The Congress had its “Indira Guar-
antees” in Kerala; even New Delhi has re-
packaged welfare as targeted delivery. By
providing gas cylinders, toilets, and digital
cash transfers directly to the poor, other
parties and the central government have
overtaken the traditional class-based mo-
bilisation of the Left.

Nationally, the Communists also be-
came victims of the far-reaching change in
the patterns of political mobilisation from
class solidarity (in the era of strong unions
and the allure of global Communism) to
other forms of identity politics — the latter
both caste-based and religious, as well as,
insome states, regional and cultural. While
the Left spoke of universal class-consolida-
tion, regional and caste-based parties
spoke a more intimate language of social
dignity. Indian Communism, dominated
largely by an ageing and mostly upper-
caste leadership, failed to reorganise its in-
ternal hierarchy to reflect the rising power
of subordinated castes nationwide.

Despite the national trend, Keralahasal-
ways been different. Its Communists had a
strong lower-caste and OBC base and were
not above stigmatising the United
Democratic Front (UDF),led by the
Congress, as a party of minorities.
Butthatkind of appeal tothe Hindu
majority waned with the rise of the
BJPinthelast decade.

Finally, governance failures
took centre stage. The “Kerala
Model” — prioritising healthcare
and education over industrial out-
put — earned the state interna-
tional praise, helping win re-elec-

tion duringthe pandemic for its robust pub-
lic health response. However, by 2026, the
Communists carried a heavy burden of anti-
incumbency. The UDF attacked the govern-
mentonrisingstate debt, corruptionand the
exodus of youth seeking opportunities else-
where. With the LDF’s rout, the arc that
began in 1957 has finally begun to close.

Isthisthe final chapter for Marxismin the
world’s most populous democracy? Not
necessarily. Unlike the stagnant administra-
tions of the past in Bengal, the Communists
in Kerala have proven to be more adaptive
and competent. And we can’t forget the
state’s political pendulum: Kerala has habit-
ually swapped its government every five
years. The LDF’sloss now after asecond suc-
cessive term might notbearejection of Marx-
ism so much as a return to the state’s demo-
craticrhythm. Unlessagame-changing UDF
government ensures otherwise, the “Red
Sunset” could just prove to be a scheduled
eclipse before the next cycle.

In the end, the “Communist” label in
India is less about Cold War ideology and
more about a unique brand of social-demo-
cratic welfare. Even if the hammer and
sickle disappear from the map this month,
the questions the Left raised — about in-
equality, the unstable indignity of labour,
and the need for a social safety net — will
continue to haunt “New India” for years to
come. Thered flag may be lowered, but the
grievances it raised will have to be ad-
dressed by others.

Meanwhile, the issue for the Indian Left
isno longer whether history has ended, but
whether itstill has a compelling story to tell.

The author is a fourth-term Congress MP
from Thiruvananthapuram and co-chaired
the party's campaign in 2026

KausHik DAS
GUPTA

Sarah Moin’s
achievement is
atestament to
her resolvein
the face of
layered
challenges, one
that was
nurtured by an
ecosystem that
responded
with empathy
and
imagination

HE DECLARATION of school

passing-out results often brings

to light accounts of remarkable

grit and fortitude — of young

peopletakingimportantstepsin
theiraspirational journey despite formidable
odds. Among this year’s exceptional grad-
uates is Sarah Moin, who scored more than
98 per cent — the highest among 258 stu-
dents at Lucknow’s Christ Church College.
Butherachievement ismuch more thanaca-
demic excellence in conventional terms. It
isatestament to the 19-year-old’s resolve in
the face of layered challenges, one that was
nurtured by an ecosystem that responded
with empathy and imagination.

Sarah’s life took a difficult turn early. Di-
agnosed at the age of four with a rare condi-
tion that gradually dimmed her vision, she
would, within a few years, lose her hearing
as well, followed by the onset of speech dif-
ficulties. The youngster’s parents formed the
first circle of resilience around her. They
choseaschool that gave wingsto her dreams.
Christ Church College arranged individual-
ised classes, ensured that textbooks were
scanned and converted into accessible digi-
tal formats, and enabled her to engage with
them through a Braille-based device. Ques-
tion papers were adapted so she could read
them through touch, and her responses were
transcribed into standard text for evaluation.

Inrecent years, students’ enrolment has
increased appreciably. Yet, survey after sur-
vey has shown that this achievement re-
mains incomplete in the face of rigid peda-
gogies that are not sensitive to varied
learningexperiences. Sarah’sjourney shows
that inclusion is not just about bringing the
child tothe classroombutalsoaresultof cre-
ative efforts to transform institutional cul-
ture to respond to diverse needs.

Therein alsoliesanirony. Sarah’sstory s
compelling because it directs attention to a
larger, more uncomfortable question. Is In-
dia’s educational ecosystem, as a whole,
equipped —orevenwilling—tobecomean
enabler in the way her school did?

Flagship programmes and legislative
frameworks, such as the Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyan and the Right to Education Act, have
sought to institutionalise the idea that edu-
cation is a right, not a privilege. At the level
of policy, the government acknowledges that

A student’s grit, a Lucknow
school’slesson ininclusion

education must respond to diversity — of
ability, gender, caste, language, and socio-
economic background. The National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 has foregrounded inclu-
sion, flexibility, and multidisciplinary
learning; it has spoken of teachers’ auton-
omy. Yet, teacherslike Salman Ali Qazi, who
stood by Sarah, enabling her to use the assis-
tive technologies and build bridges between
curriculum and cognition, are rare.

The scattered, but significant, instances
of schools and educators rising to the chal-
lenge of diverse learners also underline the
flipside — overworked, dissmpowered and
undertrained teachers and curricula that
often privilege rote learning. For every stu-
dent who gets adaptive support, a large
number of children atintersections of disad-
vantage — from marginalised castes, minor-
ities, girls, to those with disabilities —
struggle to navigate structures which donot
recognise their needs. India stands at a
demographic crossroads, with one of the
youngest populations in the world. This divi-
dend canonly be earned ifthe education sys-
tem equips young people —notaprivileged
subset, butall of them —with the confidence
and capabilities required to participate
meaningfully in the economy.

Thereis, of course, notemplatetoaddress
diversity and inequality. And, it may not be
correct to replicate Christ Church College’s
programmes in another context. However,
Sarah’sstoryisillustrative of whataninclus-
ive system can achieve. The question, then,
iswhetherthe choicesshe had canbescaled
— whether the sensitivity and creativity
demonstrated by the Lucknow school can
become the norm rather than a rarity. Can
classrooms across the countrybe reoriented
to accommodate diverse learning needs?
Can teacher training programmes equip
educators to engage with difference notasa
challenge to be managed, but as an oppor-
tunity to enrich the learning environment?

These are not easy questions, and they do
not admit quick answers. Today, as Sarah
standsat the threshold of a major transition,
let’sallwish her thebest. And, hope her story
becomesthe catalyst for expanding the hor-
izons of many others.

The writer is senior associate editor, The Indian
Express. kaushik.dasgupta@expressindia.com

| AtMet Gala, arefusal

toedittheartisan out

Manish
Malhotra’s

gesture
acquires a
significance: By
naming
artisans, he
collapses the
distance
between
creation
and creator

more ground with Kulwant Singh Quadian,

UXURY FASHION has perfected a paradox: It cel-
ebrates craftsmanship while depending on the invisi-
bility of the craftspeople. At the 2026 Met Gala —
where the theme invited fashion to be seen as art —
this contradiction was staged, illuminated, and, in
onerare moment, disrupted. An Indian designer did something
the global fashion system rarely allows: He made labour visible.

When filmmaker Karan Johar appeared in a RajaRavi Varma-
inspired ensemble, he translated Indian visual culture into the
language of global couture. The garment functioned asa canvas,
layering history, mythology, and identity into a form legible to
the West. But if Johar’sappearance expanded what could be seen
as fashion, designer Manish Malhotra used his appearance to
question who gets to be seen within it.

Hisnowwidely discussed “Mumbai” cape did something the
global fashion system rarely permits: It named its makers. The
artisansbehind the garment were credited directly on the piece.

For decades, fashion hasrelied on anillusion. Craftis elevated
asheritage, skill, even artistry. But the artisan iskept at a distance.
The value of luxury depends not just on labour, but on its invisi-
bility. This is systemic. In global fashion, visibility is curated —
and labour is what gets edited out. Events like the Met Gala do
not produce fashion, but they define how fashion is understood.
They are stages of symbolic power, where garments are detached
from their conditions of production and reintroduced as art, fan-
tasy, or cultural capital. In this translation, labour disappears.

In recent years, the industry has adopted the language of
sustainability, craft revival, and ethical fashion. Yet much of it
remains aesthetic. The language has evolved faster than the
system itself. Craft becomes a signifier of authenticity; sustain-
ability becomes a visual cue. The deeper structures — wages,
attribution, and working conditions — rarely enter the frame.
Thisis not always outright deception. It is something more in-
sidious: A system in which ethics can be performed without
being redistributed.

Seen this way, Malhotra’s gesture acquires a significance.
Bynamingartisans, he collapses the distance between creation
and creator. He challenges the idea that design belongs to a
single author. It also showed that Indian designers and celeb-
rities are no longer peripheral participants; they are shaping
the narrative itself, bringing textile histories and artistic vo-
cabularies into the centre of global fashion discourse. At the
same time, it revealed the limits of this visibility. India may ex-
port craft at scale, but it has yet to export the right to authorship
that should accompany it.

If the future of fashion is to be sustainable — not just envi-
ronmentally, but socially — it will require more than the cel-
ebration of craft. It will require a redistribution of credit, vis-
ibility, and value. Until then, fashion will continue to display
craft, without ever truly acknowledging the hands that make
it possible.

The writer is associate professor and programme coordinator for
fashion design at lILM University, Gurugram
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Muslim Women Bill passed

THE CONTROVERSIAL Muslim Women (Pro-
tection of Rights on Divorce) Bill was
passed by the Lok Sabha along with the six
official amendments. A major section of the
opposition pressed for a division on the
amendment moved by many of them. But

| SRR

; Lok Sabha passes
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efen " Muslim Women Bill
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Walk-out by Opposition

Efforts on to solve
Aleali crisis

1 Tokyo summit for
East-West dialogue

allthe amendments were overwhelmingly
voted out (370 to 61) with just one absten-
tion, whereupon most opposition members
staged a walk-out.

Efforts ontosolve Akalicrisis

AS THE Akali Dal dissidents lay low, the Pun-
jab CM, Surjit Singh Barnala, gained some

the Akali MLA who had signed the dissidents'
statement denouncing the police action,
pledging supportto Barnala.

AmendmenttoMuslimBill

THE MUSLIM Women (Protection of Rights
on Divorce) Bill, passed by the Lok Sabha
through an official amendment, gives the
choice of seeking protection under sections
12510128 of the CrPC to the husband and
wife. Accordingly, the amendment intro-
duced by the Law Minister, Asoke Kumar
Sen, seeks toinsert the following sentence:
“4A. If, on the date of the first hearing of the
application under sub-section (2) of Section

Kolkata

band declare by affidavit or any other dec-
laration in writing in such form as may be
prescribed, either jointly or separately, that
they would prefer to be governed by the
provisions of Sections 125 to 128 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973, and file such af-
fidavit or declaration, the magistrate shall
dispose of such applicationaccordingly.”

Tokyosummitfor East-West

LEADERS OF the seven main industrialised
democracies called for a “high level dia-
logue” to settle East-West differences while
vowing to maintain “strong and credible”
military capability in the Western alliance.
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The announcement of the withdrawal
of US troops from Germany underlines
the urgency of a pan-European
defence strategy.— The Guardian
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Our Al question: How to become producer

of intelligence rather than its tenant?

AND RAGHURAM RAJAN

AST WEEK, on a 600-acre site

near Visakhapatnam, Google

broke ground on what is being

dubbed asIndia’s largest Al hub.

The infrastructure partners are
AdaniConneX and Airtel’s Nxtra. The sili-
con will be designed in California and fab-
ricated in Taiwan. The model weights,
when the data centre lights up, will be
Google’s. India’s contribution is the land,
the power, the construction, and the oper-
ations. Itisatriumph of sorts. Alas, we have
done something like this before.

Thirty years ago, the IT-services boom
began with arelated bargain. India offered
low-cost engineering labour, fluent in Eng-
lish, to American firms that needed some-
one to write and maintain the systems they
had designed. The arrangement worked.
Infosys, Wipro and TCS came of age. A
middle class emerged. A reputation was
earned. Indian services climbed the value
chain, and the global capability centres in
Bengaluru and Hyderabad now do genuine
research and product work for the world's
largest firms. We were not wrong to cel-
ebrate this. But the task was incomplete.

What we did not do was use the pro-
ceeds to build the next layer. We did not
fund research universities of global rank.
We did not raise national R&D intensity
from below 1 per cent of GDP, where it has
remained for decades. We did not develop
deep-tech venture capital, manufacturing
depth, or patient state-aligned industrial
finance. Korea built Samsung. Taiwan,
smaller than Karnataka, built TSMC, which
now sits at the chokepoint of the global Al
economy. India built outsourcing. We

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

What the verdicts say

THE EDITORIAL rightly notes
thatvotersin states like West Ben-
gal, Tamil Nadu and Assam are
signalling ademand for better
governance rather than simple
revenge against ruling parties
(“Verdicts frame people’s push for
change - BJPseized thatimpulse,
rivals paid for their standstill’, IE,
May 5). Yet the gap between elec-
toral verdicts and delivery
remains wide. Parties on all sides
would dowell toinvestin steady
local work instead of constant na-
tional posturing. Clear account-
ability mechanisms, regular pub-
lic reporting on promises, and
greater space for state-level inno-
vation could turn these mandates
into real progress. Indian democ-
racy has shown maturity; it now
needs adequate political will.
Abbharna Barathi

THE ASSEMBLY outcomes across
four states and one UT underscore
how decisively voters can reshape
political narratives (‘Verdicts
frame people’s push for change -
BJPseized thatimpulse, rivals
paid for their standstill’, IE, May 5).
Actor Vijay’s victory signals that
many voters were seeking a
change and responded to anew
option. Mamata Banerjee’s defeat
reflects public fatigue with
corruption and violence. The les-
sonis evident: Sustained credibil-
ity, grassroots connection and re-
sponsiveness matter more than
broad slogans.

SSPaul, Nadia

Maintain unity

THE INCREASING use of
regional identity, polarisation,
and aggressive political strategies
may strengthen electoral gains
for parties, but it also risks
weakening democratic harmony
and national unity (‘Assam-Ben-
gal template will go national. It
fuels support for BJP, not resis-
tance, IE, May 5°). While political
success isimportant, governance
should prioritise inclusive devel-
opment over divisive tactics. In-
dia’sdiversity isits greatest
strength, and political parties
must ensure that electoral ambi-
tions do not overshadow consti-
tutional values and social cohe-
sion. Constructive leadership,
rather than confrontation, is es-
sential for a healthy democracy.
Krish Bareja, Haryana

learned magnificently to deploy systems
that other people had designed. We post-
poned the work of designing them.

The bill on that postponement is now
arriving, in the form of artificial intelli-
gence. The leading edge of Al demands
capital, research depth, and concentrated
talent at a scale India has not built. A fron-
tier model costs hundreds of millions of
dollars to train, draws on decades of ac-
cumulated research, and depends on a
talent pipeline that runs through a few
dozen universities in the United States,
China, the United Kingdom, and Canada.
India has none of this.

Inthe past fortnight, twovoices
have read thismoment differently.
Ruchir Sharma, at the Express
Adda, warned thatglobal investors
now see India as the “anti-Al play”.
Nandan Nilekani, in a recent essay

The deeper danger is that
India’s public conversation is
too quick to convert constraint
into strategy. Because we

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

high-rent layers and seeing India’s absence.
Nilekani is reading the diffusion layer and
treating it as India's destination. Both stop
short of the harder question. Neither asks
how a country with talent and ambition be-
comesaproducer of intelligence rather than
atenantofit.

Whatwe are doingin Vizag, and in Hyde-
rabad and Mumbai and Pune, risks making
thesametrade we made in the nineties, with
stronger lock-in this time. The data centres
are real and useful. They will be optimised,
for the next decade, to serve foreign models
efficiently rather than totrain Indian onesat
scale. Every Indian-language infer-
ence running on a foreign model
from a server in Vizagis a small re-
curring rent paid to Mountain
View, on infrastructure built by
Adani. The arrangement is not
new. The technology is.

with Ravi Venkatesan, argued that
India's edge lies in diffusing Al
across its small firms and informal

cannot yet win at the frontier,
we tell ourselves the frontier
does not matter

The stakes go beyond produc-
tivity. As Al diffuses into military
systems and strategic decision-

economy. Sharma is reading the

making, thisgapwill bear on India's

strategic autonomy inaworld where security
partnerships cannot be assumed. India does
not need to beat OpenAl at frontier reason-
ing today, but it needs to learn to compete:
Alternative model architectures and ap-
proaches at meaningful scale, sovereign
compute, and foreign deals structured
around expanding Indian capability rather
than only power and land. The Indian state
knows how to create a gigawatt of power for
a foreign data centre. It needs to learn how
tocreatearesearch department, alaboratory,
ageneration of scientists. Concrete it under-
stands. Cognition it does not.

The Economic Survey of 2025-26 noted
thatonly2 per cent ofthe world's Al training-
data startups are based in India, against 40
per cent in the United States and 21 per cent
inthe European Union. The state knowsthe
gap. The announcements still say far more
about infrastructure than about capability.

The deeper danger is that India’s public
conversation is too quick to convert con-
straint into strategy. Because we cannot yet
winat the frontier, we tell ourselves the fron-
tier does not matter. Because we are good at
diffusion, we tell ourselves diffusion is
enough. Some of this is an honest assess-
ment of what India can do. Some of it is an
alibi for what we will not do.

We must not forget, however, that even
diffusion rests on uneven foundations. UPI
worked because Indian banking had spent
30 years digitising, Aadhaar because the
state had been identifying citizens for 60.
Where those rails were missing, in health, in
school education, in agricultural extension,
thesamestackthinking has produced archi-
tecture without adoption. Al diffusion may
run into the same problem.

This past week in Visakhapatnam, we
poured the foundations of buildings that will
host someoneelse's intelligence. The build-
ings will be ours. The intelligence will not.
Whetherthatisenough thistimeisthe ques-
tion we should ask before the concrete sets.

Lamba is assistant professor, Cornell University
and Rajan is professor, University of Chicago and
former governor, Reserve Bank of Indlia

AVANI BANSAL

“KHELA HOBE” — the game will be
played — once rang out as a slogan of de-
fiance. In the quiet after an electoral de-
feat, it begins to sound like something else:
Areminder that for women, the game has
never been played on equal terms.

Inthiselection cycle, across four major
states, leadership contests were largely
defined by men. In Assam, Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, the faces of power remained
overwhelmingly male. West Bengal stood
apart because it placed a woman, Mamata
Banerjee, at the centre. That difference
matters because when awoman is central
to powetr, the terms of evaluation shift.

A day after a political loss, the instinct
is to reduce a leader to numbers. Seats
won, seats lost, margins that shifted. The
harder task is to ask what a political life
reveals about the system it inhabits — not
the individual alone, but the conditions
under which women are allowed to lead.

Across the world, the relationship be-
tween women and power remains
uneasy. In Iran, women have risked im-
prisonment and violence to assert control
over their bodies and identities.
In democracies elsewhere,
women in politics navigate a nar-
rower band of acceptable behav-
iour, where strength is recast as
excess and ambition as over-
reach. The question persists:
How much space is a woman
allowed to occupy before she is
seen as too much?

When awomaninsists on
occupying space, she is not
merely participating in politics;
sheis altering its terms. The test
isnothow women win or lose
elections, but how we choose to
read them when they do

India reflects this tension in its own
way. From Indira Gandhi to President
Droupadi Murmu, women have exercised
power in different registers. Sonia Gandhi
shaped a national party through restraint
and institutional endurance. Sushma
Swaraj commanded admiration through
astyle that made authority feel accessible
and humane.

Within this spectrum, Banerjee’s
political life is a case study in what it takes
for a woman to enter and survive a
space that does not easily accommodate
her. Her confrontational, highly visible
methods reflect a structural reality:
Entry without inherited networks de-
mands adifferent political language. She
has often been described as volatile, shrill,
and difficult — traits that are more readily
read as conviction or strength in male
readers. That difference shapes how auth-
ority is perceived.

Banerjee’s party, the Trinamool Con-
gress, has been accused of political viol-
ence and misgovernance in West Bengal.
The electorate has spoken. In the after-
math of defeat, however, it is
worth noticing whether the
critique remains focused on sys-
tems and accountability, on per-
formance and failure or whether
it collapses into a personalised
reading of her flaws. The distinc-
tion matters because for many
women watching, especially
young girls, such moments carry

Didi has paid the price of
staying in the game

an unspoken lesson. They are not only
watching a result, but how quickly auth-
ority becomes failure, confidence excess,
and persistence defiance.

In that sense, “khela hobe” offers a
metaphor beyond politics. It asks: Who
getsto play at the centre? What leaders like
Banerjee signal is that entry is possible,
but it comes at a cost — part of a broader
moment in which women are renegotiat-
ing their relationship with power.

It is also a moment to reflect on how
easily women are positioned against other
women. Competing claims are inevitable
in a democracy. But when one woman’s
legitimacy rests on diminishing another’s,
something more limiting is at work.
Women in politics will differ in ideology,
temperament and method. They need not
be reduced to opposites.

Elections will come and go. Parties will
win and lose. That churn is essential to
democracy. But something else must en-
dure: When a woman insists on occupying
space fully, she is not merely participating
in politics; she is altering its terms.

Banerjee’s defeat belongs to electoral
arithmetic, and there will be analyses on
that. But the questions her career raises
belong to a wider landscape. The real test
is not how women win or lose elections,
but how we choose to read them when
they do.

Bansal is a Supreme Court advocate and
national spokesperson, Congress

- InTamil Nadu,

mandate against
party that lost
touch with people

HE SURPRISE victory of the Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-

gam (TVK) under the leadership of Joseph Vijay in

the Tamil Nadu Assembly elections has, for the first

time since the DMK’s rise to power in 1967 and the

launch of the ATADMK in 1977, broken the duopoly
of Dravidian parties. It also appears to have upended electoral
arithmetic, moving beyond tactical alliances, money, and caste.
Inthat sense, the verdict is a break from the past.

It signals an anti-incumbency sentiment against the DMK-
led government. The scale of the upset is reminiscent of the his-
toric 1967 election, when K Kamaraj — once hailed by Periyar as
a “trueborn Tamilian” — was defeated by a relatively unknown
studentleader in Virudhunagar. TVK may not have along history
of grassroots mobilisation that characterised the DMK’s rise. But,
MK Stalin’s defeat is no less significant than that of Kamaraj.

The DMK often highlighted Tamil Nadu’s relative success
compared to BJP-ruled states, but did not do enough to address
concerns such as job creation, wage stagnation, and govern-
ance deficits. Disillusionment with the DMK also stemmed
from what many, particularly the youth, perceived as an alien-
ating style of governance.

Historically, the DMK rose by mobilising ordinary people. In
the 1960s, amid allegations of vote-buying by Congress, C N An-
nadurai urged voters to accept whatever was offered but vote for
DMK. Something similar seems to have happened this time.

Vijay’s rise is often compared to that of M G Ramachandran
(MGR). This comparison hasitslimits. MGR’s stardom in politics
and cinema was organic. His association with the Dravidian
movement gave MGR a strong ideological foundation. Vijay’s
political journey is relatively shorter. His appeal seems to derive
less from ideology and more from the dissatisfaction of a younger
electorate frustrated by unfulfilled promises.

Vijay operates within the broad contours of Dravidian sensi-
bilities — Tamil identity, secularism, state autonomy, and social
justice. He talks of drawing inspiration from Kamaraj, Periyar,
Ambedkar, and Anjalai Ammaiyar. However, unlike the DMK,
which built a sustained politi-
calmovement over nearly two
decades before coming to
power, TVK lacks a com-
parable foundation. In that
sense, itiswrongtothinkofthe
TVK as an ideological alter-
native tothe Dravidian parties.
The verdictstill calls for serious
introspection. It appears the
DMK has used ideological
tropes at the expense of probity
. in political life.

e Irrespective of its political
/ ‘/ regime, Tamil Nadu’s indus-
: / trial policy has been consistent

since the 1990s. The state’s re-
centdouble-digit (11.2 per cent) economic growth was celebrated
by the government. However, the earlier phase of industrialisa-
tion was more closely linked to small-scale industries, generating
broader employment opportunities. In contrast, new invest-
ments have created fewer jobs. The shift is reflected in labour mar-
ket trends. Contract-based employment, which once accounted
for around 10 per cent of formal jobs, has risen to approximately
25 per cent, approaching levels seen in states like Gujarat.

The DMK'semphasis on national politics, secularism and fed-
eralism might be important in itself, but it’s irrelevant when it
does not resonate with people’s lives. The party’s narratives and
carefully curated (some say controlled) rhetoric didn’t resonate
with the people, especially the youth, Dalits and women.

The verdict should, however, not be seen as a rejection of the
DMK’s social schemes or the Dravidian model of development.
Vijay is yet to articulate a new vision. The mandate reflects dis-
satisfaction with the way DMK exercised power. By focusing
heavily on intellectual and ideological narratives, it appears to
have neglected the everyday concerns of people. The party seems
to have fallen into the trap of intellectualism. In some cases, sup-
porters of the ruling party dismissed Vijay’s voters as “ignorant,”
further deepening the disconnect and alienating younger voters.
The party alsoseemed to have ignored the anxieties of Dalit com-
munities, who have been victims of violence of late.

Everyachievement contains the seeds of its destruction. The
Dravidian modelis no exception. Despite notable success, it must
be sensitive to the concerns of those who have been excluded
from its benefits. State autonomy, secularism and Tamil identity
are important ideals. But they must be grounded in the lived ex-
periences of people and their needs.

The writer is associate professor,
Madras Institute of Development Studies

GURU PRAKASH

THERE ARE election results, and then
there are verdicts of history. What the
people of West Bengal have delivered in
this assembly election belongs to the sec-
ond category. The trends leave little room
for ambiguity: Bengal has not merely
changed its government, it has altered the
direction of its political destiny.
Thisisnotan ordinary electoral victory
for the BJP. It is a landslide and a historic
mandate that signals the complete rejec-
tion of a political order built on fear, patron-
age, appeasement, and institutional intimi-
dation. The TMC once appeared electorally
invincible. It now finds itself humbled by
the democratic will of a people determined
toreclaim their future. “Andhera chatega,

Bengal has spoken with remarkable clarity: Enough

surajniklega, kamalkhilega.” The promise
made at the BJP’s founding has found one
of its most symbolic fulfilments in Bengal.
A land that gave India Swami Viveka-
nanda, Rabindranath Tagore, Netaji Sub-
has ChandraBose, and Sri Aurobindo had,
fordecades, remained trapped in a political
culture where violence too often over-
shadowed vision, and power was preserved
through division rather than delivery.

The Left institutionalised a long culture
of cadre-based coercion. What followed
was not renewal, but its mutation, a politics
packaged as welfare but sustained through
intimidation, selective inclusion, and sys-
tematic erosion of democratic confidence.
The Marichjhaapi massacre, where Dalits
became victims of state-sponsored viol-
ence, isan example of Left violence against
the socially marginalised.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee, founder of
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh and one of Ben-

gal’s most distinguished sons, dedicated
his life to the cause of national unity and
constitutional integrity. ABJP government
in Bengal carries with it the symbolism of
ideological homecoming, an overdue
tribute. Bengal is the land of renaissance,
reform, and resistance. From the Brahmo
Samaj to the Swadeshi movement, from
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay to Ta-
gore, Bengal has shaped India’s intellectual
and national consciousness.

What made this victory possible is the
BJP karyalkarta. No political organisation
in India matches the scale, discipline, and

The TMC once appeared
electorally invincible. It now finds
itself humbled by the democratic
will of a people determined to
reclaim their future

year-round commitment of the BJP’s
cadre. Much of the organisational credit be-
longs to Amit Shah, whose political clarity,
booth-level precision, and ability to ener-
gise the cadre transformed aspiration into
execution. This victory also strengthens the
expanding arc of governance and develop-
ment under the BJP-NDA framework.
The transformation of Assam and the
wider Northeast under PM Narendra Modi
hasalready demonstrated what political sta-
bility, infrastructure expansion, connectiv-
ity, and developmental focus can achieve in
regions long neglected by Delhi’s political es-
tablishment. This momentum is no longer
geographically confined. In Tamil Nadu too,
the politics of cynical division, cultural hos-
tility, and selective antagonism towards
Hindu identity has begun facing serious
democratic resistance. Simultaneously, the
BJP’ssteady organisational rise in Kerala re-
flectsan unmistakable truth: Politics rooted

Kolkata

in development, governance, and national
integration is finding resonance even in
states once considered electorally imperme-
able. At the centre of this expanding man-
date remains PM Modi, whose politics has
fundamentally reoriented governance to-
ward direct delivery, welfare inclusion, and
aspirational citizenship.

For Bengal’s women, youth, Scheduled
Castes, backward communities, and econ-
omically marginalised populations, this
mandate reflects a desire to be seen not as
fragmented vote banks but as equal stake-
holdersin India’s growth story. The people
of Bengal have endured decades of political
violence, broken promises, and stalled as-
pirations. This election was not merely a
transfer of power; it was a democratic cor-
rection. Bengal has spoken with remark-
able clarity: Enough.

The writer is national spokesperson, BJP
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UAE SAYS STRIKES THREATEN NATIONAL SECURITY, RESERVES FULL ‘RIGHT TO RETALIATE’

US says Iran ceasetire holds despite
exchange of fire; UAE faces attacks

IRGC warns ships
to follow routes
or face ‘response’

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, May 5

THE UNITED Arab Emirates
said it was under attack from
Iranian missiles and drones on
Tuesday, even as Washington
said a shaky ceasefire wasintact
despite an exchange of fire the
previous day as US forces at-
tempted to force open the Strait.

The US military said it had
destroyed six Iranian small
boats, as well as cruise missiles
and drones, after President
Donald Trump sent the navy to
escort stranded tankers
through the straitin acampaign
he called “Project Freedom”.

US Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth said the operation to
protect commercial ships was
temporary and the four-week-
old truce was not over. “We're
not looking for a fight,” he told
apress conference. “Right now
the ceasefire certainly holds,
but we're going to be watching
very, very closely.”

Iran had fired missilesat US
ships on Monday and also at-
tacked the UAE, a key regional
ally of Washington, with mis-
siles and drones.

After issuing a new map of
the Strait of Hormuz with an ex-
panded Iranian area of control,
Iran's Revolutionary Guards
warned vessels on Tuesday to
stick to the corridors it had set

USintel says Iran nuclear program saw little damage

Reuters
Washington, May 5

US INTELLIGENCE assess-
mentsindicatethatthetimeIran
would need to build a nuclear
weapon has not changed since
last summer, when analysts es-
timated that a US-Israeli attack
had pushed backthe timelineto
up to a year, according to three
sources familiar with the matter.

The assessments of
Tehran's nuclear program re-
main broadly unchanged even
after two months of a war that
US President Donald Trump

or face a “decisive response”.

Trump said Iran’s military
hadbeen reduced to firing “pea-
shooters” and Tehran wanted
peace, despite public sabre-rat-
tling. “They play games, but let
me just tell you, they want to
make a deal,” he said.

Shortly after Hegseth spoke
onTuesday, UAE'sdefence min-
istry said its air defences were
again dealing with missile and
droneattacks coming from Iran.

The Gulf Arabstate's foreign
ministry said in astatement that
the attacks were a serious esca-
lation and posed a direct threat
tothe country's security, adding
that the UAE reserved its “full
and legitimate right” to respond.

There was no immediate
comment on that from Iran,
though earlier its parliament
speaker, Mohammad Bager
Ghalibaf, had said breaches of
the ceasefire by the US and its
allies endangered shipping
through the strait, which carries
a large share of the world's oil
and fertilizer supplies.

“We know well that the con-
tinuation of the current situ-
ation is unbearable for the
United States, while we have
not even begun yet,” he said in
asocial media post.

The Strait of Hormuz has
been virtually shut since the
United States and Israel began
attacks on Iran on February 28,
triggering disruptions that have
pushed up commodity prices
around the world.

Iran has effectively sealed
off the strait by threatening to
deploy mines, drones, missiles
and fast-attack craft.

launched in part to stop the Is-
lamic Republic from develop-
ing a nuclear bomb.

The unchanged timeline
suggests that significantly im-
peding Tehran's nuclear pro-
gram may require destroying or
removing Iran's remaining
stockpile of highly enriched
uranium, or HEU.

Thewar hasstalled since the
US and Iran agreed an April 7
truce to pursue peace. Tensions
remain high as both sides ap-
peardeeplydivided, and asIran
has choked traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, blocking some

An Iranian demonstrator waves a Hezbollah flag beneath an anti-US billboard depicting the Strait of
Hormuz during a pro-government rally in downtown Tehran on Tuesday. ReuTERS

At UN, Bahrain and US seek Hormuz
action as Washington seeks coalition

Reuters
Paris, May 5

UN SECURITY Council
members will begin talks on
Tuesday on a US- and
Bahrain-backed draft resol-
ution that could lead to sanc-
tions against Iran, and poten-
tially authorise force, if Tehran
fails to halt attacks and threats
to commercial shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz, three West-
ern diplomats said.

Fresh exchanges of fire on
Monday underscored the
stakes as the US and Iran
struggle for control of the nar-

20% of world oil supplies and ig-
niting a global energy crisis.
Secretary of Defence Pete
Hegseth hassaid publicly thatthe
US aims to ensure Iran does not
obtain a nuclear weapon via on-
going negotiations with Tehran.
USintelligence agencies had
concluded prior to June's12-day
war that Iran likely could pro-
duce enough bomb-grade ura-
nium for a weapon and build a
bomb in around three to six
months, said two of the sources,
all of whom requested anonym-
ity todiscuss US intelligence.
Following the Junestrikesby

row waterway, a vital artery for
global energy and trade, shak-
ing a fragile four-week-old
truce and reinforcing rival
maritime blockades.

The US diplomatic push at
the United Nations is in stark
contrast to recent months dur-
ing which it has largely acted
outside the UN framework,
launching military strikes
against Iran without seeking
council authorisation and
pressing allies to join ad hoc
naval patrols to enforce free-
dom of navigation.

That approach drew resis-
tance from partners wary of

the US that hit the Natanz, For-
dow and Isfahan nuclear com-
plexes, USintelligence estimates
pushed that timeline back to
about nine monthstoayear, said
the two sources and a person
familiar with the assessments.
The attacks destroyed or
badly damaged the three en-
richment plants known to have
been operating at the time. But
the UN nuclear watchdog has
been unabletoverify the where-
abouts of some 440 kilograms of
uranium enriched to 60%.
Itbelievesthatabout halfwas
stored inanunderground tunnel

open-ended conflict and legal
exposure, prompting sharp
criticism from US President
Donald Trump against coun-
tries he accused of failing to
align with US-led efforts.

An earlier Bahraini resol-
ution that was backed by the
United States and appeared to
open a path to legitimise its
military action against Iran
failed after Russia and China
blocked it. The new draft takes
a more cautious approach,
avoiding explicit language
authorising force while still op-
erating under Chapter VII of
the UN Charter.

complex at the Isfahan Nuclear
Research Center, but it has been
unable to confirm that since in-
spections were suspended.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency assesses the total
HEUSstockpile would beenough
for10bombsiffurther enriched.

“While Operation Midnight
Hammer obliterated Iran’s nu-
clear facilities, Operation Epic
Fury decimated Iran’s defence
industrial base that they once
leveraged as a protective shield
around their pursuit ofanuclear
weapon,” said White House
spokeswoman Olivia Wales.

WHO: Human to human
hantavirus spread on
ship pose low public risk

Reuters
London,Amsterdam, May 5

THE WORLD Health Organiza-
tion said on Tuesday that it sus-
pects some rare human to
human transmission of the
deadly hantavirustook place be-
tween very close contacts on
board a cruise ship hit by seven
confirmed or suspected cases.

Human to human trans-
mission is not common, and
the UN health agency reiter-
ated that the risk to the wider
public was low from a disease
typically spread from contact
with infected rodents.

A Dutch couple and a Ger-
man national have died, while a
British national was evacuated
fromshipandisinintensivecare

in South Aftica, officials said.

Two crew members require
urgent medical care, the Dutch-
flagged MV Hondius ship's op-
erator, Oceanwide Expeditions,
said. Another person on board
with a suspected case has only
reported a mild fever.

The Dutch foreign ministry
said it was preparing the medi-
cal evacuation of three people
to the Netherlands. It was not
yet clear when or where the
nearly 150 other people still on-
board would disembark.

The cruise ship hit by the
deadly outbreak is moored off
Cape Verde. The island nation
off West Africa was meant to be
itsfinal destination but it has not
allowed the vessel to put passen-
gersashorebecause of outbreak.

Nepalgovtcalls
Housesession
afterPresident
clearsordinance

Kathmandu: The Nepal cabinet
on Tuesday recommended to
President Ram Chandra Poudel
thatthebudget session of Parlia-
ment be convened from May 11,
shortly after he promulgated the
last of eight ordinancesthat give
the government sweeping
powers on multiple fronts.

Government spokesperson
Sasmit Pokharel said the cabi-
net meeting, chaired by Prime
Minister Balendra Shah, took
the decision after the president
approved the final ordinance
on Monday.

The House session had orig-
inally been scheduled to begin
on April 30 but was cancelled
after the government opted to
go ahead with ordinance rule.

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE

Pirelli Calendar 2027 to
be dedicated to India,
feature Raghu Rai works

Press Trustof India
New Delhi, May 5

THE PIRELLI Calendar 2027 will
feature India as the protagonist,
showcasingoriginal worksby re-
nowned Indian master Raghu
Rai along with Norwegian pho-
tographer Solve Sundsbo, Pirelli
has announced. The company
said Rai had dedicated himself
to developing the project over
the last three months, “through
anoriginal series of photographs
that reflect his heritage and his
vision of India for the Calendar”.

The calendar, known and
trademarked as “The Cal’, willbe
brought to completion with the
help of Rai’s daughter and ac-
claimed photographer Avani
Rai, whose works will also fea-

Raghu Rai. Express

ture in the upcoming edition to
“realise her father's intentions

»

for the series”.

tribute to India -- bringing to-

gether his lifelong vision witha ¢

more contemporary expression
ofitspeople...,somethinghe was
deeply drawn to...,” Avani said.

The work my
father created for Pirelliwasa

China fireworks
factoryblastkills
26, Xi orders probe

Associated Press
HongKong, May 5

AN EXPLOSION at a fireworks
plantin a central Chinese prov-
incekilled atleast 26 people and
injured 61 others, state media
reported Tuesday, prompting
the halting of all firework
manufacturing near the site.
The blast occurred at a fire-
works plant in the city of Chang-
shain Hunan province on Mon-
day afternoon, China’s official
news agency Xinhua said.
State media China Daily
said that the plant was operated
by the Huasheng Fireworks
Manufacturing and Display Co.
inthe Changsha-administered,
county-level city of Liuyang, a
prominent fireworks power-
house in the country.
Changsha mayor Chen Boz-
hang said at a media briefing
that a search and rescue oper-
ation at the scene had largely

been completed, but verifica-
tion of the casualties and
identification of the victims
was still underway.

Chensaid that the local gov-
ernment expressed condol-
ences for the victims and apolo-
gized to society, including the
families and injured people.
“We feel extremely pained and
deeply remorseful,” he said.

Allfireworks and firecracker
manufacturersin Liuyang have
been ordered to halt production,
local media reports said.

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing urged “all-out efforts” to
search for people who are still
unaccounted forand tosave the
injured. He called on authorities
to investigate the cause swiftly
and pursue serious accountabil-
ity, the report said. Xi also or-
dered effective risk screening
and hazard control in key indus-
tries and the strengthening of
public safety management.

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire following a blast at a fireworks
manufacturing factory in Liuyang, China, on Tuesday. ReuTers

Russiandrone
strikes kill22 as
Kyiv ceasefire
deadline nears

Associated Press
Kyiv, May 5

RUSSIAN DRONE and missile
strikes carried out overnightand
lateron Tuesday killed at least 22
people and wounded morethan
80 others, Ukrainian authorities
said, hours before Kyiv was due
to enact a ceasefire and three
days before Moscow promised
its own pause in hostilities.

On Tuesday afternoon,
powerful Russian glide bombs
smashed into the eastern city of
Kramatorsk, the southern city of
Zaporizhzhia and the northern
city of Chernihiv, killing at least
17 civilians and wounding 45
others, officials said. Attacksthe
previous nightkilled five people
and wounded 39.

President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy rebuked Moscow for what
he said was its “utter cynicism”
in launching the attacks after
Russia announced a unilateral
ceasefire over twodayslater this
week while it marks the 81st an-
niversary of the defeat of Nazi
Germany in World War II.

“Russia could cease fire at
any moment, and this would
stopthewarand our responses,”
Zelenskyy said in a poston X.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try declared a unilateral cease-
fire in Ukraine for Friday and
Saturday, but said that it would
strike back at the country if it
tries to disrupt the festivities on
Victory Day, which Russia
marks annually on May 9.

MET GALA 2026

Stars make sartorial

statements at Met Gala,
protesters target Bezos

Reuters
New York, May 5

PROTESTS TOOK centre stage
outside the Met Gala on Mon-
day as demonstrators targeted
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, a
first-time sponsor of the annual
fundraiser for the Metropolitan
Museum of Art’s Costume In-
stitute. Bezos and his wife,
Lauren Sanchez Bezos, re-
portedly donated $10 mil-
lion and were named
honorary chairs,
prompting boycott
calls over wealth in-
B equality, workers’
rightsand Ama-
zon’s labour
practices.
Protesters
held giant
“TAX THE
RICH” letters
and signs reading

“Resistance Red Carpet,” while
one demonstrator was de-
tained tryingto enter the event.

Actor Sarah Paulson also
made a statement, wearing a
dollar bill over her eyes and say-
ing her look represented the “1
percent.”

Inside, the gala leaned
heavily into this year’s “Cos-
tume Art” theme, with many
guestsarriving in elaborate, un-
recognisable looks. Bad Bunny
came dressed as an elderly
man, Heidi Klum as the Statue
of Liberty and Katy Perry in a
silver mask.

Indian attendees also stood
out, with Isha Ambani in a sari-
inspired ensemble, Sudha
ReddyinaUSD15 million neck-
lace and Ananya Birla in a glit-
tering steel mask. Karan Johar,
Natasha Poonawalla and others
drewonIndianart, heritageand
traditional craft for their outfits.

o THE COMPLAINT ACCUSES META & ZUCKERBERG OF ILLEGALLY USING MILLIONS OF COPYRIGHTED WORKS TO TRAIN THEIR A.l. PROGRAM LLAMA

Five publishers and top author sue Meta and Mark Zuckerberg

Alexandra Alter
May 5

FIVE MAJOR publishers —Ha-
chette, Macmillan, McGraw
Hill, Elsevier and Cengage —
and bestselling novelist Scott
Turow have filed a class-action
copyright infringement lawsuit
against Meta and its founder
and CEO, Mark Zuckerberg.
The complaint, which was
filed Tuesday in US District
Court for the Southern District
of New York, accuses Meta and
Zuckerberg ofillegally using mil-
lions of copyrighted works to
train their artificial intelligence
program Llama, and of remov-
ing copyright notices and other
copyright management in-

formation from those works.

The lawsuit asserts that
Meta’s engineers relied on pi-
rated books and journal articles
to train the program by down-
loading unlicensed copies
through websites like Anna’s
Archive, an open source search
engine for piracy sites includ-
ing LibGen and Sci-Hub.

The suit also claims that
“Zuckerberg himself per-
sonally authorized and actively
encouraged the infringement.”

Representatives for Meta
did notimmediately respond to
arequest for comment.

The plaintiffs argue that
Meta’s Al program poses a threat
tothelivelihoods of writers and
publishers because the technol-

Met Al

With Llama 32 Multimods)

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg delivers a keynote speech during anevent,
atcompany’s headquarters in California on September 25, 2024. riLe

ogy can be used to quickly pro-
duce Al-generated copycat
books and to summarize the
plot and themes of copyrighted

books in such great detail that
readers don’t have to buy them.

“These Al-generated books
arealready flooding the world’s

largest book marketplace,
Amazon, in volumes that ma-
terially displace human-auth-
ored works,” the complaint
states. The filing cites several
authors whose works the plain-
tiffs claim were used to train
Llama, including V.E. Schwab,
N.K. Jemisin, Lemony Snicket
and Turow.

Some of the evidence cited
in the complaint purportedly
comes directly from Llama.
When asked to produce atravel
guide in the style of the writer
Becky Lomax, Llama rapidly
produced “a convincing rendi-
tion of Lomax’s local insider
voice,” the complaint says.

Then, when asked how it
was able to reproduce Lomax’s

stylesoaccurately, Llamaalleg-
edly replied, “WhileIdon’t have
personal interactions with
Becky Lomax, I've been trained
on a vast amount of text data,
including her published works.”

Llama is also able to sum-
marize books in detail. When
asked to give a synopsis of Tu-
row’s “Presumed Innocent,”
Llama confirmed that it had
“been trained on a digital ver-
sion of the book, which allows
me to access and analyze its
content,” accordingto the com-
plaint.

Inanemail to The New York
Times, Turow said Meta’s use of
pirated works amounted to
“shameless, damagingand un-
just behavior.” NYT
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SRILANKA

Leaders hail
Vijay’s TN
election victory

SRILANKAN leaders on
Tuesday congratulated
actor-turned-politician
Vijay, wholed Tamilaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam party to a his-
toricvictoryin Tamil Nadu's
assembly elections. Vijay-led
TVKonMonday created a
record of sortsin the electo-
ral history of TN by securing
animpressive 108 seatsin
assembly elections. Celebra-
tions were reported in Sri
Lanka’s Tamil-dominated
Northern Province, where
youths hailed his victory. PTI

COLOMBIA

Explosion at coal
mineKkills nine
labourers, hurts 6

AN EXPLOSIONinacoal
mine in central Colombia
killed nine miners and in-
jured six others who were
recovering in a hospital
Tuesday, officials said.
There were 15 miners inside
the Carbonera Los Pinos
mine in Sutatausa, about 80
kilometers north of Bogota,
when the blast occurred,
Cundinamarca provincial
Gov. Jorge Emilio Rey said.
Three escaped on their own,
and theremainingthree
survivors were rescued. AP
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‘STRONGINTER-AGENCY SCRUTINY & SECURITY CHECKS MEAN COMPLIANCE WILL REMAIN DEMANDING’

New SOP for FDI nod: 12-week

deadline & fully digital process

Each ministry to have a dedicated
FDI Cell with a nodal officer not
below the rank of Joint Secretary

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, May 5

MONTHS AFTER easing
investment curbs on land-bor-
dering countries, the Centre has
issued anew standard operating
procedure (SOP) for foreign di-
rectinvestment (FDI) proposals
aimed at accelerating inflow
into priority sectors by capping
processing time at 12 weeks.

As per the new SOP, the De-
partment for Promotion of In-
dustry & Internal Trade (DPIIT)
is expected to disseminate the
proposal to ministries con-
cerned, Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) within 2 days.

The ministries concerned,
along with MEA, RBI and
MHA, are expected to submit
comments within 8 weeks after
internal scrutiny of the applica-
tion is disposed of within 12
weeks, as per the new SOP.

Delays in inter-ministerial
responses will be treated as no
objection as per the SOP.

However, an additional two
weeks “shall be given to DPIIT”
for consideration of those propo-
sals which are proposed for re-
jection or where additional con-
ditions are proposed, the
guidelinessaid. Expertssaid that
the new process aims to elimin-
ateduplication and ensure time-

bound decisions, with timelines
ranging from initial scrutiny
within twoweeks to final appro-
vals in about 12 weeks.

“The SOP will improve ease
of doing business by making
FDI approvals faster, transpar-
ent, and fully digital, with clear
timelines boosting investor
confidence. However, strong
inter-agency scrutiny and se-
curity checks mean compliance
will remain demanding. While
awelcome step, India must go
further—simplifying regula-
tions, cutting compliance costs,
and reducing the cost of doing
business—to attract high-
quality, long-term investment
into manufacturing and ad-
vanced sectors,” Global Trade
Research Initiative said.

Monitoring &
fast-tracking

The guidelines further said
that “no prior approval of the
competent authority shall be
required for an increase in the
amount of foreign equity, pro-
vided that thereisnochangein
the percentage of foreign/NRI
equity already approved and
total foreign equity is up to Rs
5000 crores™.

“The Investee shall only be
required to notify such increase
to the Competent Authority
within thirty days of receipt of
funds, as also allotment of

India saw net FDI inflows in February after a gap of 6 months. reuters

shares to the non-resident
shareholders,” DPIIT said.

The guidelines said that
each ministry “should have a
dedicated FDI Cell with anodal
officer not below the rank of
Joint Secretary” and that regu-
lar review meetings with the
concerned administrative min-
istries “on the pendency of FDI
proposals” shall be convened
by the DPIIT Secretary every
“four to six weeks”.

Under the new SOP, invest-
ments in broadcasting, tele-
communications, space, pri-
vate security agencies, defence,
civil aviation, and mining &
mineral separation of titanium-
bearing minerals and ores, its
value addition, and integrated
activities shall require security
clearance from MHA.

Investment climate

While India saw a net FDI
inflow of $4.62 billion in Feb-
ruary - the most in nearly four
years - it was the first time in
seven months that it was in
positive territory, with investor
sentiment reversing after
India and the US signed an in-
terim deal early that month,
eliminating the penal 25% tar-
iff and cutting the reciprocal
tariff to 18%.

The sharp reversal in for-
tunesin February took the total
for the first 11 months of 2025-
26 to $6.27 billion as against
$1.46billion in the same period
of 2024-25. In 2024-25 as a
whole, India saw net FDI in-
flows of just $959 million.
Weakness in FDI flows, seen as
a more stable form of foreign

¢ INVESTMENT PUSH

© THE DEPARTMENT for
Promotion of Industry & Internal
Trade will now disseminate the
proposal to ministries concerned,
RBI, Ministry of Home Affairs and
Ministry of External Affairsin 2 days

® THEMINISTRIES, along with
MEA, RBland MHA, are expected
to submit comments within eight
weeks after internal scrutiny of
the application is disposed of in
12 weeks, as per the new SOP

©® AN ADDITIONAL two weeks
“shall be givento DPIIT” for con-
sideration of proposals which are
proposed for rejection or where
additional conditions are proposed

investment, has contributed to
the sharp depreciation in the
Indian rupee over the last year
or so. After falling past the 90-
and 91-per-dollar levels in De-
cember amid a delay in the fi-
nalisation of a trade agreement
with the US, the war in West
Asia has led to a global aver-
sion to risky assets such as
those of emerging markets like
India. The new SOP comes
against the backdrop of a
scramble of FDI globally, amid
heightened global uncer-
tainties due to the ongoing
energy crisis, disruption due to
tariffs that have slowed down
global trade and global trade
growth. Developing nations
are the worst hit.
FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Tata Sons listing, board seats
on menu of key M

E

George Mathew
Mumbai, May 5

THE STAGE is set for a crucial
Tata Trusts board meeting on
May 8, where key issues on the
agenda include its representa-
tion on the board of Tata Sons,
differing views among trustees
regarding the potential listing
of Tata Sons and the issue of
perpetual trustees.

Ahead of this highly antici-
pated meeting, Venu Sriniva-
san and Vijay Singh have been
voted out of the Tata Education
and Development Trust
(TEDT) — a relatively smaller
entity within the Tata Trusts
group — after fellow trustee
Mehli Mistry opposed their
reappointment during the vot-
ing process.

Singh voted for reappoint-
ment of Srinivasan and the
latter voted in favour of
Singh, according to Tata group
sources. However, as the reap-
pointment needs unanimous
voting in favour of the candi-
dates, the tenures of Singh and
Srinivasan will not be extended
as per the rules of the trust.

Noel Tata, Chairman of
Tata Trusts, and JN Mistry are
the other trustees of TEDT and
they will be the only three
trustees of this trust after the
voting. Tata Trusts CEO Sidd-
harth Sharma and Chairman
Noel Tata did not respond to
mails from The Indian Express
about the changesin Tata Edu-
cation and Development Trust
and the May 8 board meeting

ay 8 meet

Ahead of the meeting, Venu Srinivasan and Vijay Singh have been

voted out of the Tata Education and Development Trust.

of Tata Trusts. Tata Trusts
board meeting will review the
Tata Trusts’ board representa-
tion in Tata Sons as per the
agenda of the meeting. As of
now, Noel Tata and Venu Srini-
vasan are on the board of Tata
Sonsas representatives of Tata
Trusts. Sources indicated Noel
Tata’sdirectorshipin TataSons
is unlikely to be reviewed.
Tata Trusts board will also
discuss the position of two
trustees and the listing of Tata
Sonson the exchanges. Two of
the trustees — Venu Srinivasan
and Vijay Singh — had recom-
mended the listing of Tata
Sons. Their argument is
contrary to the resolution
passed by Tata Trusts to retain
the company as an unlisted en-
tity ayear ago. Following a RBI
directive that requires upper-
layer NBFCs to list, Tata Sons
repaid its debt and sought de-
registration from that category;

REUTERS

adecision from the regulator is
awaited. Noel Tata is opposed
toalistingasit could dilute the
trusts’ veto powers.

The meeting will also dis-
cuss a complaint filed in the
Maharashtra Charity Commis-
sioner’s office about the per-
petual/ life-term trustees. The
petition, filed by lawyer Ka-
tyayani Agrawal of law firm SV
& Co, has sought urgent inter-
vention, alleging that Sir Ratan
Tata Trust (SRTT), which has
three lifetime trustees in a
board of six members, violated
the provisions of Section 30A
of the Maharashtra Public
Trusts Act, 1950. This section,
introduced through an amend-
ment in September 2025, says
perpetual or lifetime trustees
can make up only 25% of a pub-
lic trust’s board. The ratio is
now 50% in SRTT.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Two new chip plants
get Cabinet approval

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, May 5

THE UNION Cabinet Tuesday
approved two new semicon-
ductor plants in India, includ-
ing one that could be the
country’s first commercial dis-
play facility, in a fresh boost to
New Delhi’s chip ambitions.

These plants are likely to be
the last ones to receive clear-
ance under the first iterations
of the Rs 76,000 crore India
Semiconductor Mission (ISM),
with ten other plants having
previously received approvals.

Crystal Matrix Ltd (CML)
will establish an integrated fa-
cility for compound semicon-
ductor fabrication and assem-
bly based on GaN (Gallium
Nitride) technology for manu-
facturing Mini/Micro-LED dis-
play modules.

The integrated facility,
which will comeup in Dholera,
Gujarat, will also provide GaN
foundry services.

The proposed products
will have applications in
large displays for TVs and sig-
nages/commercial displays,
medium-sized displays for tab-
lets, smartphones, and in-car
displays, and micro-displays for
extended reality (XR) glasses
and smart watches.

The project will cost Rs 3,068
crore, with approximately 50%
of capex costs covered by the
government under the incen-
tive scheme.

Suchi Semicon Pvt Ltd
(SSPL) will set up an Out-

sourced Semiconductor As-
sembly and Test (OSAT) facility
in Surat, Gujarat worth Rs 868
crore for manufacturing dis-
crete semiconductors.

The proposed production
capacity of this plantis1billion
chips per annum.

Its target applications in-
clude power electronics, analog
ICs, and industrial systems,
serving end markets such as
automotive, industrial automa-
tion, and consumer electronics.
With these two approvals, the
total number of approved pro-
jectsunderthe USM reaches12,
with cumulative investments
of around Rs 1.64 lakh crore.

Launched in 2021 with a
Rs 76,000-crore outlay, ISM 1.0
was conceived as a state-
backed push to build a full-
stack chip ecosystem, from fab-
rication and packaging to
design and display manufac-
turing. The government is
understood to be working on
the next iteration of the plan,
and could approve a scheme
with an outlay of around $11 bil-
lion, The Indian Express had
earlier reported.

However, under the revised
scheme, the priorities of the
government might change.

While ISM 1.0 focused on at-
tracting chipmaking infra-
structure to India, ISM 2.0 is
likely to offer greater support to
ancillary industries such as
gases, chemicals and capital
goods, among others.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

© MICROSOFT, XAl & GOOGLE WILL GIVE US EARLY ACCESS TO NEW Al MODELS BEFORE THEIR PUBLIC RELEASE

Tech firms to share Al models with US govt for review

Reuters
Bengaluru, May 5

MICROSOFT, ALPHABET-
owned Google and Elon Musk’s
XAl will give the US govern-
ment early access to new artifi-
cial intelligence models before
their public release to allow
checks for national security
risks under a new deal.

The Center for Al Standards
and Innovation (CAISI) at the
Department of Commerce said
on Tuesday that the agreement
would allow it to evaluate the
models before deployment and
conduct research to assess their
capabilities and security risks.

The development of ad-
vanced Al systems including

Anthropic’s Mythos has in re-
cent weeks created a stir glo-
bally, includingamong US offi-
cials and corporate America,
over their ability to super-
charge hackers.

Thestatement did not men-
tion Anthropic, which hasbeen
in a dispute with the Pentagon
over guardrails on the mili-
tary’s use of its Al tools.

“Independent, rigorous
measurement science is essen-
tial tounderstanding frontier A
and its national security impli-
cations,” CAISI Director Chris
Fall said in a statement.

CAISI, which serves as the
government’s main hub for ar-
tificial intelligence model test-
ing, said it has already com-

The development of advanced Al systems including Anthropic’s

Mythos has in recent weeks created a stir globally.

pleted more than 40 evalu-
ations, including on cutting-

REUTERS

edge models not yet available to
the public.

Developers frequently hand
over versions of their models
with safety guardrails stripped
backso the center can probe for
national security risks, the
agency said.

Last week, the Pentagon
said it had reached agreements
with seven artificial intelli-
gence companies to deploy
their advanced capabilities on
the Defense Department’s clas-
sified networks.

With this, the US govern-
ment seeks to broaden the
range of Al providers working
across the military establish-
ment. Microsoft, Google and
xAI did not immediately re-
spond to requests for com-

ment.

Expect some fuel price
hike: MPC’'s Ram Singh

Siddharth Upasani &
George Mathew
New Delhi/ Mumbai, May 5

WHILE SOME pass-through of
higher global energy prices due
to the West Asia war has hap-
pened through a weaker rupee,
the conclusion of state elec-
tions should lead to retail fuel
prices being raised, according
to Ram Singh, one of the three
external members on the Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI)
Monetary Policy Committee.

Speaking on Tuesday at the
National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER),
Singh said that not raising fuel
prices so far had been a “pru-
dent” move.

“Now that state elections
are over, I expect some pass-
through happening at the retail
price level. Therefore, to that
extent, we are moving in the di-
rection where the right price
signals will be sent out to
households, commercial sec-
tor to optimise the energy mix,”
Singh said, adding that there
were already signs of a shift in
the energy mix towards elec-
tricity through reports of
higher use of inductions.

“With the retail price pass-
through happening, we will see
more of this nudge materialis-
ing and taking concrete form.”

Singh’s comments come
amid speculation that pump
prices of petrol and diesel may
be raised, although the petro-
leum ministry has been assur-
ing over the last two months
that there was no proposal to
hike prices in the wake of inter-
national oil and fuel prices per-
sisting at supernormal levels.

In April, the average price
of India’s crude oil basket
was $114.48 per barrel, little
changed from March’s
$113.49/bbl, but sharply higher
than February’s $69.01/bbl.
State-owned oil marketing
companies (OMCs) are incur-
ring heavy losses on the sale of
petrol and diesel, whose prices
have been frozen for over four
years now.

According to Singh — who
is the Director of the Delhi

School of Economics — had
there been a full or substantial
pass-through to pump prices,
it could have led to second-
round inflationary effects and
unanchored inflation expecta-
tions. “But the pass-through
has to happen; the effect of a
staggered pass-through will be
that the second-round effects
will be more manageable.”

Inflation framework

Speaking at the same event,
RBIDeputy Governor Poonam
Guptasaid India could perhaps
consider tweaking its flexible
inflation targeting framework
if the economy’s growth-infla-
tionmixevolvesasithasinthe
past ten years, with growth ro-
bust and inflation lower
and stable.

“But if the global environ-
ment remains as challenging
as it has been during the past
sixyears, it would warrant both
predictability and flexibility in-
herent in the existing frame-
work,” she said.

In late March, the govern-
ment — after consultation with
the RBI — retained the frame-
work for the next five years
through March 2031.

As per the framework —
which wasadopted in 2016 and
is reviewed every five years —
the central bank has to keep
Consumer Price Index (CPI) in-
flation at 4% in aband of 2-6%.

Gupta said renewal of the
inflation targeting framework
has come at a moment of con-
siderable global uncertainty,
with geopolitical tensions,
supply chain disruptions,
energy price volatility, and an
uneven global growth outlook
having made the macroecon-
omic environment “more com-
plex and less predictable.”

As such, the renewal
“strengthens the framework
precisely when it is most
needed”, the central banker
added.

The retention of the flexible
inflation targeting framework
has received the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) back-
ing, with Krishna Srinivasan,
Director of the agency’s Asia

RBlseeserrors
in IMF forecasts;
IMF saysno
systematic bias

New Delhi: Commenting on the
IMF’s economic forecasts, RBI
Deputy Governor Poonam
Gupta noted that over the
last three years, the multilateral

agency’s projection for
India’s growth “have always
been lower” than the
outcomes.

“So, the point I am trying to
make is that Indian growth has
beenrobustandresilientinthe
past few years...Iamalso trying
to make a polite remark on the
forecasting (accuracy) of the
IMF. I also compared it with
what the RBI does around the
same time... Yes, RBI also has
projection errors, but they seem
narrower. So, it’s an apple-to-
apple comparison and perhaps
it will make sense for us to ex-
change notes more,” Gupta
said, seemingly tongue-in-
cheek.

IMF’s Srinivasan responded
that studies have shown the
Fund’s forecasts have no sys-
tematic bias. “We make projec-
tions every three months. Yes,
we can get our projections
wrong. It’s never intended
badly. We work very closely
with country authorities... And
we will continue to try and see
how our numbers can match
with that of the RBI going for-
ward,”  Srinivasan  said
to laughter. The RBI currently
expects India’s GDP to grow
6.9% in FY27, while the IMF is
forecasting 6.5% growth. ENS

and Pacific Department, say-
ing on Tuesday at the same
event that the framework had
served India very well and
a4% target in a band of 2-6%
is “appropriate” and any
change to the target should
meet a very high bar given the
credibility risks such a revision
would entail.

US Clean Core
concludes
thorium fuel
irradiation

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, May 5

CHICAGO-BASED nuclear fuel
company Clean Core Thorium
Energy (CCTE) announced that
its patented ‘ANEEL’ fuel has
completed its high burnup ir-
radiation test in an Advanced
TestReactor (ATR) at Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory (INL).

The company said the final
set of irradiation capsules have
achieved more than 60
GWd/MTU of ‘burnup’ — a
measure of how much energy
is extracted from nuclear fuel
thatistypically expressed in gi-
gawatt-days per metric tonne of
heavy metal or GWd/MTU.

Thisburnup rate represents
more than eight times the typi-
cal discharge burnup of tradi-
tional pressurised heavy water
reactors (PHWRs) and Canada
Deuterium Uranium (CANDU)
reactors, thecompanysaidina
statement on Tuesday.

This testing, the company
said, highlights the potential of
ANEEL nuclear fuel (Clean
Core’s patented thorium-based
fuel thatblends thorium witha
more concentrated type of ura-
nium —HALEU—for PHWRs).

The significance of higher
burnups derived from ANEEL
fuel, the company said, trans-
lates to “several operational
benefits when integrated with
the existing reactor design: re-
duced nuclear spent fuel
volumes, improved reactor
economics, enhanced safety
performance and improved
proliferation resistance”.

Clean Core, whose founder
and CEO Mehul Shah is of In-
dian origin, is only the second
American company to have se-
cured an export license from
the US Department of Energy
(DAE) to sell nuclear technol-
ogy to India in nearly two dec-
ades. “Surpassing 60 GWd/MTU
of burnup in the Advanced Test
Reactor marks an important
milestone,” said Shah.
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India well placed
tomanage
shocks: Moody’s

New Delhi:India has been
the mostresilient large
emerging market economy
since 2020, and its sizeable
forex reserves have helped
check currency volatility
and reinforce confidence
during global shocks,
Moody’s Ratings said on
Tuesday.Inareporton
emerging market, Moody’s
said India is well placed to
manage future shocks
because monetary policy
frameworks are clear and
predictable, inflation
expectations are well
anchored, and exchange
rates can adjust when
needed. PTI

SEBI cautions
market players
onrisks from Al
tools like Mythos

New Delhi: SEBI on Tuesday
issued an advisory caution-
ingregulated entities
against emerging risks
from advanced Al tools
used for vulnerability
detection, including
Anthropic’s Mythos. SEBI
has constituted a task force
named cyber-suraksha.ai,
comprising representatives
from market infrastructure
institutions, qualified
registrar and transfer
agents, regulated entities
and other stakeholders. PTI

Rupee hits record
low onrenewed
US-Iran tensions

Mumbai: Therupeeslidtoa
record lowon Tuesdayasa
fragile truce in West Asia
came under strain after the
USandIranlaunched new
attacks to wrestle for con-
trol of the Strait of Hormuz,
akeyartery for global
energy supplies. The cur-
rency weakened to 95.4325
per dollar,down as much as
0.4% and eclipsingits
previous all-time low of
95.33 hit Thursday. REUTERS

Biocon chair
names niece
as successor

Bengaluru: Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw, founder and
chairperson of Biocon, said
onTuesday thatshe plansa
phased leadership transi-
tion over the next five years,
with her niece Claire
Mazumdar expected to
eventually take over as
chair. Claire is the founding
chiefexecutive of Bicara
Therapeutics, an oncology-
focused biotech firm incu-
bated with early backing
from Mazumdar-Shaw and
listed in 2024. “Tam not
hanging up my boots any-
time soon, butI want Claire
tosucceed meinavery
phased manner,” Mazum-
dar-Shaw said Reutersina
phoneinterview, adding
that the transition would
move step by step. REUTERS
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Rs 50 crore and
counting: Inside
Jharkhand’s

‘treasury scam’

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, May 5

A DIGITAL system meant to bring transparency in gov-
ernment spending has come under the scanner in Jhark-
hand, with investigators suspecting a treasury-linked
fraud that runs into tens of crores. Officials say the figure
may rise as more transactions are scrutinised. What has
raised concerns is not just the scale but the mannerin
which alleged fraudulent withdrawals were routed
through a computerised financial management system
meant to prevent exactly such manipulation, prompting
comparisons to the infamous Fodder Scam of the 1990s.

The alleged scam

The alleged fraud involves government officials and
staff handling accounts and treasury-related work across
departments in Jharkhand, who are suspected to have si-
phoned crores of rupees by misusing the state’s Integrated
Financial Management System (IFMS). IFMSisa
computerised platform implemented by the state govern-
ment for budgeting, bill processing, treasury operations,
e-disbursement of public funds, including salaries
through the Kuber portal (treasury payment) module.

The alleged treasury scam, however, did not involve
external hacking or system breach. Itinvolved internal ma-
nipulation wherein the authorised employee “illegally
withdrew” the amounts in the name of salaries, taxes, ar-
rears, etc., of those employees who had either retired or
died. For many years, in some cases for around adecade,
the diversion of funds went undetected into various associ-
ates’ accounts of the accused, also called “ghost” accounts.

Last month, during the state Finance Department’s
routine analysis and audit of the treasury accounts, at-
tention was drawn to the financial irregularities. The first
case emerged from Bokaro SP’s office, with the alleged
initial fraud of around Rs 3.15 crore. This gradually
increased to other districts after the probe began.

Owingto the ongoing investigation, investigators from
the Crime Investigation Department (CID) and the Finance
Department’s Principal Accountant General refused to
share any details. Despite no official statement, the
amount stands at nearly Rs 50 crore. After the Bokaro case,
Chief Minister Hemant Soren and Finance Minister Radha
KrishnaKishore initiated a probe across 24 districts.

Sources indicated that suspected irregularities may
span 14 district treasuries, with over adozen arrests re-
ported so far. While officials have pegged the detected
amount at about Rs 50 crore across five districts, some
senior officials and political leaders have suggested that
it could rise to Rs 100-150 crore or more.

Why it went undetected

While investigators have not yet publicly detailed how
the alleged fraud continued undetected for years, an of-
ficer posted in one of the 14 affected treasuries, requesting
anonymity, outlined the system and its vulnerabilities.

Accordingto the officer, bills — particularly salary
bills — originate at the department level, where a billing
clerk prepares them, an accountant or head clerk checks
them, and the drawing and disbursing officer (DDO) cer-
tifies details such as employees’ names, bank accounts,
and IFS codes. Once signed, the bills move to the treasury,
where they pass through clerical staffand a head
assistant before reaching the Treasury Officer for final
approval and payment through the Kuber portal.

The officer, however, admitted that in practice, scru-
tiny is largely limited to the summary sheet like gross
and net amounts, deductions, bill number, month, and
the DDO’s certification — especially in bulk submissions
that can run into hundreds of bills a day. “No one checks
each individual account or amount in such volumes; we
rely on the DDO’s certification,” the officer said.

This reliance, coupled with high volumes and
multiple DDOs across departments, creates a systemic
blind spot where manipulated entries can pass through
layered approvals without detailed verification.

Interestingly, a 2025 report by the Comptroller and
Auditor General detailed information technology con-
trol failures in the IFMS that have facilitated financial
irregularities and unauthorised payments.

While the report covered the period from 2007 to No-
vember 2022, it noted that its findings remain relevant
for subsequent periods.

* HISTORY

Bengal to J&K: The life &
politics of S P Mookerjee

.

VIKAS PATHAK

IN HIS victory speech at the BJP head-
quarters on Monday, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said “the soul” of Syama Prasad
Mookerjee “must be at peace today”. Asthe
party won West Bengal for the first time
ever, the PM recalled Mookerijee, the Ben-
gali leader who founded the BJP’s prede-
cessor, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, in 1951.

A year after its formation, the Jana
Sangh made a modest electoral debut, win-
ning just three Lok Sabha seats (two of
them from Bengal). The party merged with
the Janata Party in the 1977 election to de-
feat Indira Gandhi, but the Janata experi-
mentsoon collapsed. It wasin 1980 that the
Jana Sangh’s successor, the BJP, was
founded, with Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who
had once been associated with Mookerjee,
asits first president.

Early lifeand career

Born on July 6, 1901, Mookerjee — son
of Ashutosh Mookerjee, Calcutta High
Courtjudge and vice-chancellor of Calcutta
University — studied at Presidency Col-
lege, Calcutta, and Lincoln’s Inn. He be-
came the youngest vice-chancellor of Cal-
cutta University at just 33.

Hewaselected to the Bengal Legislative
Council in 1929 and 1930, first as a Con-
gressman and then as an independent.
From1941t01942, hejoined the Progressive
Coalition government of Fazlul Haque as
Finance Minister. The government was
formed in opposition to the Muslim
League. Mookerjeejustified his decision by
saying that the need of the hour was to or-
ganise Hindus and cooperate with Muslims
who believed in working together.

Acontroversial letter decrying the Quit
India Movement, purportedly written by
Mookerijee to the British, has often been a
topic of discussion.

From 1943 to 1946, MooKkerjee was the
Hindu Mahasabha president. He took up
the cause of Bengal’s Hindus in the run-up
to Partition, opposing Muslim League
leader and Bengal Prime Minister H S
Suhrawardy’s “United Bengal” plan —
which called for an independent state sep-
arate from India and Pakistan. Mooketrjee

saw this as an attempt to ensure domination
of Hindus by a Muslim majority. He called
for the partition of Bengal, with Hindu-ma-
jority West Bengal staying with India.

His brand of Hindutva

After the assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi, Mookerjee made the Hindu Maha-
sabha’s Working Committee adopt resol-
utionsthat “expressed shame that Gandhi’s
assassin had been connected with the or-
ganisation, and declared support for the
government in its efforts to suppress ter-
rorism or subversive activities in any shape
or form”, writes BD Graham in Hindu Na-
tionalism and Indian Politics (2007).

In November 1948, Mookerjee resigned
from the Hindu Mahasabha after it rejected
his suggestion to broaden its membership
if it wanted to be a modern political party.

Bengal’s Hindus

When riots broke out in East Pakistan,
now Bangladesh, in 1949-50, large
numbers of Hindu refugees came to India.
Mookerjee, the minister of industry and
supply in the Jawaharlal Nehru govern-
ment at this time, spoke out for them.

In April1950, Nehru and Pakistan Prime
Minister Liagat Ali Khan signed a pact cal-
ling upon both countries to provide equality,
freedom and justice to their minorities.

Mookerjee resigned from the cabinet as
the pact did not include a clause sought by
him —sanctions against any side that failed
to honour the agreement. It was after this
that Mookerjee formed the Bharatiya Jana

Mookerjee backed
partition of Bengal
and ‘complete
integration’ of
Jammu & Kashmir
with India.
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JanaSangh
toBJP

Inits electoral
debutin1952,the
Bharatiya Jana
Sangh won three
Lok Sabha seats
(two of them in
Bengal).
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It merged with
the Janata Party
inthe1977
election. But this
experiment soon
collapsed.

°
In1980, the
Jana Sangh’s
successor, the

BJP, was
founded.
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Sangh with the help of RSS volunteers.

The Kashmirissue

The princely state of Kashmir acceded
toIndiain1947. Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion gave Parliament powers in the fields of
defence, foreign affairs and communica-
tion in the case of Kashmir. People from
outside required a permit to visit the state
and were barred from buying land there.

The state’s Prime Minister, Sheikh Ab-
dullah, abolished big land holdings in
Jammu and Kashmir in 1951 under the Big
Landed Estates Abolition Act without com-
pensation. He also adopted Urdu as the of-
ficial language. Dogra Hindu landlords re-
sented these steps. Prem Nath Dogra, a
former Swayamsevak and civil servant from
Jammu, launched an agitation against the
Sheikh Abdullah government through his
Praja Parishad, seeking the complete inte-
gration of Jammu and Kashmir with India.

Mooketjeejoined the movement in1952.

Mookerjee and Kashmir

The Jana Sangh took up in Parliament
the arrest of Dogra and his followers after a
clash with the police in the state.

Both parties also opposed its adoption of
astate flag, adoptingaslogan: “Ek desh mein
dovidhan, do pradhan aur do nishan nahin
hosalkte (one nation cannot have two consti-
tutions, two Prime Ministers and two flags).”

InJuly1952, the Nehru government and
the Jammu and Kashmir government
signed the Delhi Agreement, under which
the state accepted the jurisdiction of the Su-

After the West Bengal victory, PM
Modiinvoked the Bengalileader
who founded the BJP’s predecessor
in1951. A look at what he stood for

preme Court. It also accepted the suprem-
acy ofthe Indian flag, though the state’s flag
would also remain in use. It accepted the
President of India’s power to declare a state
of Emergency, subject to its concurrence,
in the event of internal disturbances.

The Praja Parishad, however, rejected
the Delhi Agreement. In November 1952,
Dogra and other leaders were again ar-
rested amid protests.

Mookerjee calls for agitation

At its first annual session at Kanpur in
December 1952, MooKkerjee’s Jana Sangh
passed a formal resolution supporting the
Praja Parishad’s Jammu Satyagraha for the
complete integration of the state with India.

Nehrusaw the Jana Sangh’s orientation
as ‘communal’ on this question. His condi-
tion for talks was that the Praja Parishad
should stop its agitation.

The Jana Sangh then decided to launch
its agitation. Vajpayee, who became private
secretary to Mookerjee in early 1953, was sent
across Hindi-speaking states, including
Uttar Pradesh, to popularise the movement.
Of the 1,200-odd agitators who came to the
capital, 500 were from UP. Mookerjee then
travelled to Madhya Bharat — the Gwalior-
Indore region of erstwhile princely states —
and Rajasthan, along with Vajpayee.

Mookerjee’s Jammu visit

In May 1953, Mookerjee decided togoto
Jammu without a permit — a symbolic re-
jection of the state’s special status — with
Vajpayee. They went by train to Pathankot
in Punjab, and addressed multiple public
meetings across the state for three days.
Mookerjee was informed at Pathankot that
he would be allowed to enter Jammu and
Kashmir without a permit.

On May 11,1953, Mookerjee crossed into
Jammu and Kashmir over the Ravi. How-
ever, the state police had put up barricades
for his arrest. Mentally prepared for this,
Mookerjee did not turn back and was ar-
rested. He told Vajpayee to return to Delhi
and tell everyone that he had entered
Jammu and Kashmir without a permit, if
only as a prisoner, writes Abhishek Choud-
hary in his biography of Vajpayee.

Mookerjee was kept in a cottage about
12 km from Srinagar. However, the heart
patient who had a blood pressure problem
could not cope well in the conditions of his
detention. On June 23, he suddenly fell ill
and died. The RSS family of organisations
views his death as “balidaan” or sacrifice
for the cause of Kashmir’s integration.

e POLICY

Why UP stepped back from mandatory prepaid smart meters

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, May 5

FACING protests, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment on Monday stepped back from its
push for mandatory prepaid smart electric-
ity meters. The decision isseen as the result
of several factors: protests, regulatory push-
back, shifting policy signals from the
Centre, and political calculations ahead of
next year’s Assembly elections.

Why the policy was brought

The policy was initially aimed at im-
proving billing efficiency and reducing
losses. Sources said that the state’s aggres-
sive rollout of prepaid smart meters over the
pastyear-and-a-halfwas rooted initsinter-
pretation of the Central Electricity Author-
ity’s (CEA) 2022 regulation notification.

According to Avadhesh Verma, Chair-
man of Uttar Pradesh Electricity Con-
sumers Forum and a member of the Cen-
tral Electricity Advisory Committee, the
move can be traced to clause 3(b) of the no-
tification. It said consumers in areas with
communication networks “shall” be sup-
plied electricity through smart meters op-

erating in prepayment mode.

Vermasaid the government interpreted
this as a mandate, and began rolling out
prepaid smart meters as the default for new
connections and converting existing con-
sumers. About 85 lakh smart meters have
been installed so far, but implementation
quickly ran into friction.

Why it ranintotrouble

The rollout triggered protests across dis-
tricts. Consumer complaints ranged from
higher or inconsistent billing to automatic
disconnections and alack of transparency
in prepaid deductions. The state initially
dismissed the concerns as being fuelled by
misinformation and political motives.

As protests continued, the government
held review meetings and issued directions
to resolve issues. The Uttar Pradesh Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commission (UPERC)
also took suo motu cognizance. Insome in-
stances, consumers removed or damaged
the installed meters.

“Atthe heart of the controversy was the
issue of consumer choice. Under the Elec-
tricity Act framework, consumers are gen-
erally entitled to opt between prepaid and

Shockto

consumers

® The policy was in-
itially aimed atim-
proving billing effi-
ciency and reducing
losses.

@ But therolloutled
tocomplaints rang-
ing from higher bil-
ling to automatic dis-
connections.

® Prepaid smart
meters alsoled to
protestsin Gujarat
and Rajasthanin
2024 and 2025, re-
spectively. Theis-
sues were similar:
implementation,
consent and fears of
power cuts once the
balanceranout.

postpaid systems. The state’s attempt to en-
force prepaid meters — especially for new
connections — without explicit consent be-
came a central point of contention,
strengthening both protests and regulatory
objections,” said Verma.

The government firstannounced a tem-
porary halt to the conversion of existing
postpaid meters into prepaid smart metets,
but protests continued. Meanwhile, Union
Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar clari-
fied in Parliament last month that prepaid
smart meters are not mandatory, undercut-
ting the interpretation that had driven
Uttar Pradesh’s policy.

Subsequently, the CEA issued a fresh
amendment in its 2026 gazette notifica-
tion, revising the earlier provision. The
amended clause removed the explicit
requirement of “prepayment mode”, while
allowing flexibility in implementation.

Adding to the pressure, the UPERC also
intervened by flagging concerns and seeking
explanations from the state power utility. In
a separate notice, UPERC pointed out non-
compliance with standards related to the
timely reconnection of supply in prepaid sys-
tems, even raising the possibility of penalties.

Inits April 23 order, it noted that recon-
nections within the mandated two-hour
window were achieved in only 77% of
cases, far below the 95% benchmark, and
questioned why a Rs1lakh per day penalty
should not be imposed on the Uttar Pra-
desh Power Corporation Ltd.

According to government sources,
these developments prompted a course
correction before any adverse direction
from regulatory authorities or courts could
come. The government began recalibrating
itsapproach in two phases, on April 19 and
24. It first introduced immediate relief
measures, includingalimited pause in dis-
connections. SMS alerts were made man-
datory, giving consumers time to respond.

Politicsin an election year

The timing of the rollback is also signifi-
cant. With state elections due next year, the
issue had begun to gain political traction.

Ultimately, the decision does notend the
smart metering programme, but removes
the mandatory prepaid billing aspect. The
broader challenge for the government now
liesinensuringaccurate billing, reliable sys-
tems and responsive grievance redressal.
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‘Ecocide’ Where international law stands in tackling war toll on environment

Bhaskar Sarma
New Delhi, May 5

A RECENT report by Lebanon accused Is-
rael’s military of committing “ecocide” dur-
ing its 2023-24 invasion of southern Leba-
non and reshaping both its “physical and
ecological landscape”.

Earlier, Iran’s foreign minister said Is-
rael's bombings of fuel depots in Tehran,
which led to "black rain", violated interna-
tional law and constituted “ecocide”.

Researchers and environmental organ-
isations have invoked the same term to de-
scribe the effects of Israel’s war on Gaza.

Environmental groups have called for
theinclusion of ‘ecocide’ asan international
crime under the Rome Statute that governs
the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Whatis ecocide?

Ecocide refers to the worst harms
caused to the environment by human ac-
tions, usually on a major scale or affecting
ahuge area.The term was coined in1970 by

Prof Arthur W Galston, a Yale plant biol-
ogist whose early research contributed to
the development of the herbicide Agent Or-
ange, which the US Army used to devastat-
ingeffectin the Vietnam War. Galston used
‘ecoside’ to describe the massive, long-term
environmental devastation particularly
caused by the herbicide’s use.

Two years later, at the UN Conference
onthe Human Environment in Stockholm,
Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme used
the term in context of the Vietnam War.

Indeed, Vietnam became the world’s
first country to codify ecocide in its do-
mesticlawin1990. Since then, the use of the
term has become more widespread, with
many countries —such as Russia, Ukraine,
Chile, France and Belgium — incorporating
ecocide (or its equivalent) into their laws.

How does ‘ecocide’ differ from
provisions in international law?
Many international conventions and
statutes deal with widespread environ-
mental damage, even if they don’t ex-

plicitly mention ‘ecocide’.

For instance, under the Rome Statute,
it is a war crime to intentionally launch a
disproportionate attack knowing that it will
cause “widespread, long-term and severe”
damage to the natural environment that di-
rectly impacts humans, such as causing
displacement, inflicting great suffering or
injury on victims, or causing death.

The Geneva Conventions, which estab-
lish standards for treatment of non-com-
batants, require that warring parties not
use methods of warfare that cause “wide-
spread, long-term and severe damage to
the natural environment”.

The widely adopted Environmental
Modification Convention (ENMOD), in force
since 1978, prohibits the deliberate manipu-
lation of natural processes when it causes
“widespread, long-lasting or severe effects”.

So how does ‘ecocide’ differ from the
present international law framework?
Delhi-based senior advocate Avi Singh,
who has extensive experience in interna-
tional criminal law, told The Indian Express

that the differenceisin the focus. “Thelaws
we have are anthropocentric. They put
human beings at the centre of harm, while
ecocide putsthe environment as a separate
entity thatisbeing damaged.”

Where do current laws stand?

The Rome Statute recognises four seri-
ous crimes — the crime of genocide; crimes
against humanity; war crimes; and the
crime of aggression. It classifies serious
damage to the environment under ‘war
crimes’— meaning it would be considered
only during war.

Another hurdle isjurisdiction. Iran and
Lebanon, for instance, are not State Parties
to the ICC, which could complicate the
prosecution pathway, pointed out Mrinalini
Shinde, Visiting Lecturer of International
Environmental Law at the University of Co-
logne, Germany. ICCjurisdiction, however,
could still arise through a UN Security
Council referral or ad hoc acceptance.

One moreissue is criminalisation. Most
existing international instruments do not

establish enforceable international crimi-
nal liability for environmental destruction.

The International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN), a global body on en-
vironmental policy, limited itselfto “recog-
nising the crime of ecocide” in October
2025. “It will hopefully encourage more
States Parties to push for inclusion of the
crime domestically and within interna-
tional law,” said Shinde.

This is what is behind the advocacy to
include ‘ecocide’ as an international crime
in the Rome Statute.

Inclusion, however, is easier said than
done. “For inclusion into the Rome Statute,
aState Party tothe Rome Statute would in-
troduce the amendment of the Statute at
the Assembly of States Parties, and would
require 2/3rds majority of States Parties to
be successful. There will be further condi-
tions for such an amendment to come into
effect,” said Shinde.

What’s the enforcement challenge?
The Council of Europe adopted the

Kolkata

Convention on the Protection of the En-
vironment through Criminal Law in 2025.
This is the first legally binding interna-
tional treaty to criminalise severe and
large-scale environmental destruction —
“conduct that many term ecocide”, it says.

Under this convention, even acts com-
mitted abroad can be prosecuted in Euro-
pean domestic courts.

“Thereis universal criminal jurisdiction
for crimes against humanity. With this, there
is a potential to bring actions in domestic
criminal law irrespective of where the event
happens,” said Singh. “For instance, if
whoever is committing an environmental
crime travels to Europe, then somebody can
bringacriminal action against them, saying
that they have committed ecocide, and they
should nowbe criminally charged and tried.”

According to both Singh and Shinde,
however, no direct prosecution has ever
been launched over environmental de-
struction caused by war.
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NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT PVT. LTD.

Expression of Interest (EOI) for Construction of

proposed GA Hangar - No 3 at NMIA at Navi Mumbai

CORRIGENDUM NO.2
Dated 5™ May, 2026

Applicants are requested to note the following changes / modifications in the EOl document:

Sr.
No.

Reference Original

Clause

Modified
Clause

1 | ReferSection 6: Response
to EOl: Submissions
and Communication
Sr.No. 6.4 0npage 80of15

Response to this EOl shall be
submitted on or before

5" May, 2026, IST17:00
hours (“Submission Date")
through e-Portal.

Response to this EOl shall
be submitted on or before
12" May, 2026,1ST 17:00
hours ("Submission Date")
through e-Portal.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. This Corrigendum No.2 shall form part

of the EOl Documents.

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE FOR ROLLING ADVERTISEMENT FOR TEACHING
FACULTY POSTS AT TURA MEDICAL COLLEGE
FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-27

No. Health. 145/2026/4 Date: Shillong the 04th May 2026.

The Health & Family Welfare Department, Government of Meghalaya, invites
applications from eligible personnel for the posts of 14 Professor, 20 Associate
Professor and 25 Assistant Professors on a contract basis in these various disciplines
for the proposed Tura Medical College targeted to be operational during 2026-27
Academic Year.
For detailed advertisement, including eligibility criteria, application form and other
instructions, please visit the official website of the Health & Family Welfare
Department. Government of Meghalaya: https://meghealth.gov.in
Sd/-
Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Meghalaya,
Health & Family Welfare Department.

MIPR NO. 0328
Dated: 4/5/2026

LOST & FOUND

This is to inform you that my client, Malati
Saha, has purchased a flat from
Chittaranjan Bag and Associate
Construction on 22-08-2002 through Deed
No: 150406626, at A.D.S.R Bidhannagar.
The flat known as Flat No: 2 On the First
Floor of DINANTE APARTMENT. The
aforementioned original deed has been
lost. My client has filed a G.D.E. regarding
this matter at Amherst Street police station
bearing No: 2407 on 29-01-2026. If anyone
find the said deed, my client would be
obliged if they would return the same by
contacting the undersigned at the address
or phone number mentioned below.
Sambit Ray (Advocate)
District Judge's Court, Barasat
M: 9830164575
ERN No: F/1821/1680 of 2008

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY
YELAHANKA, BENGALURU - 560 064.
Website: www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in
TENDER NOTICE NO.RWF/S/P1/002/2026-27 dt.04.05.2026
On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Materials Manager invites electronic Tenders
from Interested Vendors for supply of the following items on the Indian Railways E-Portal —
www.ireps.gov.in. The Tender documents and the Corrigenda to the Tenders, if any, will be available

on the Portal only.

SI[ Tender No[Due date [Short Description Qty

1 | P1261946 |21.05.2026 | Steel blooms 300 mm square R-43 as per 2140 MT
RWF specification.

2 [P1261984 |25.05.2026| Water Cooled Roof as per RWF Drawing. 07 Nos.

3 | P1261944 | 02.06.2026| H.A.70% bricks of size 230X115X76MM as 23851 Nos.
per RWF Specification

4 [ P1261852 | 05.06.2026 Steel Blooms 300 mm square [Train 18] as per | 9438 MT
RWF Specification

5 | P1261667 | 17.06.2026| Steel Blooms 300 mm Square R16 [LHB] 22843 MT
as per RWF Specification

6 | P1261952 | 10.07.2026| SE Drill Modular Body of (3L/D) dia 22.5mm 65 Set

7 | P1261821 | 13.07.2026| Magnesia Carbon Bricks as per RWF Specification | 150000 Nos.
8 | P1261948 | 15.07.2026| Steel blooms 340 mm square R-43 as per 14496 MT
RWF specification

9 | P1261795 | 29.07.2026| Bricks Arch High Alumina 70% for Ladle Lining | 638 Set

as per RWF Specification

10{P1261947 | 13.08.2026| Steel Blooms 287mm square as per 1608 MT

RWF Specification

Principal Chief Materials Manager

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

US4 Siglsial A

q punja

b national bank

...the name you can BANK upon !

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE
Dated 26.05.2026

Circle Office, Stress Asset Management Division, Durgapur, (CO SAMD Durgapur)
Nachan Road, Benachity, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, W.B. / e-mail: codgprec@pnb.bank.in
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
LAST DATE & TIME OF TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) AND DOCUMENTS: UPTO 2.00 PM respective E Auction date 26.05.2026
Sale of immovable property mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI)
Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002)
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9(1) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as
mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as
mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [The Said Properties are under Constructive Pc ion/ Physical pc ion of the Secured Creditor]
i Details of the
s, BRANCH NAME /Account Name & Description of the Immovable Properties A) Date of Demand g; E;Is;”e Price Date & Time |encumbrances
No. Address of the Borrowers / Guarantors Mortgaged, Owner’s Name (Mortgagers of property(ies) LEEE D 13(2) : C)Bid | Amount of known to
& Possession PRI o E-Auction  (the secured
C) Outstanding as on the date of 13(2) (InRs.) creditors

1. | B/O-003200-ASANSOL, BASTIN BAZAR All that piece and parcel of land and two storied building situated at| A) 19.07.2018 A) Rs.22,19,000.00 |26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: MD SHAHID PERWEZ Mouza- Asansol, Distt-Paschim Bardhaman, JL No 20, Kh No. 4032, | B) 06.10.2018 — [11.00 AM | toBank at
Borrower/Guarantor: Md Shahid Parwez S/o Late |CS Plot No. 4746, Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, Asansol, Area— 3.50|C) Rs.13,13,667.00 B) Rs.2,22,000.00 | to present.
Mohammad Ibrahim, Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, K T Road, | decimal in the name of Jahida Khatoon, Md. Sahid Parwez, Rayaz | (Rupees Thirteen Lakh C) Rs10,000- 4.00 PM
Asansol-713301 Ahmed, Arif Raja Bedil & Arshad Parwez covered by Deed No 3216 of | Thirteen Thousand Six o
Jahida Khatoon W/o Late Mohammad Ibrahim, Railpar, | 1962. Hundreq Slxtyl-Seven Only)

CharbiMohalla, K T Road, Asansol-713301 Possession Constructive as mentioned in the above
Md Arif Raza Bedil Slo Late Mohammad lbrahim, nofoes Wi up-fo-dala
Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, KT Road, Asansol-713301 '

Md Arshad Parwrz S/o Late Mohammad Ibrahim,

Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, K T Road, Asansol-713301

Md Reyaz Ahmed S/o Late Mohammad Ibrahim,

Railpar, Charbi Mohalla, KT Road, Asansol-713301

2. | BO:020420-COKE OVEN All the piece and parcel of residential Land & building situated on Plot| A) 09.07.2021 A) Rs.34,06,000.00 |26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: NILKANTHO HALDER No.6135/6908, Kh No.1767 & 3789, LR Kh No.3833, JL No-65, area of | B) 19.10.2021 ——  [11.00 AM | toBankat
Borrower/ Guarantor/ Partner: Mr. Nilkantho Halder | land more or less 5 cottah, Mouza-Gopalpur, PO- Panagarh, PS-|C) Rs.17,83,165.20 (Rupees B) Rs.341,000.00 | to present.
Mrs. Shukla Halder, Address: Gopalpur, Uttar para, | Kanksa, Dist Paschim Bardhaman, in the name of Nilkantho Halder S/o | Seventeen lac eighty-three C) Rs.10,000- 4.00 PM
Sukanta Pally, Durgapur, Paschim Bardhaman, Pin- | Khudiram Halder covered Deed No.I-2039 of 2000. thousand one hundred sixty-

713212 Possession Constructive five and paise twenty only)
as mentioned in the above
notices with up-to-date
interest.

3. | B/O: 206820-RUPNARAYANPUR All that piece and parcel of property situated at District Bardhaman, | A) 13.01.2025 A) Rs.13,89,000.00 | 26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: DIPANKAR SAHA & CHANDRABALI | Thana Salanpur, Sub-Division Asansol, A.D.S.R. Office Kulti, Mouza | B) 08.04.2025 ——— | 11.00 AM | to Bank at
SAHA Kalisanko, J L No. 48, R.S Khatian No. 64, L.R Khatian No 262, R.S.| C) Rs.7,77,072.00 (Rupees | B) Rs1,39.00000 | to present.
Borrower/Guarantor: Mr. Dipankar Saha, S/o Dipak | and L.R. DagNo 131,LOP No: 165, Bastu Land measuring 4.14 Kathas | Seven Lakh Seventy-Seven | ¢y Rs.10,000/- 4.00PM
Kumar Saha, Netaji Colony Kalisanko, Salanpur, | inthe name of Dipankar Saha, S/o Dipak Kumar Saha being deed no I- | Thousand Seventy-Two
Kalisanko, Burdwan, Rupnarayan, West Bengal- | 3439 forthe year2014. Only) as mentioned in the
713335 Possession Constructive above notices.

Mrs. Chandrabali Saha, W/o Dipankar Saha, Vill: Netaji

Colony, PO-Siakulberia, Dist Burdwan, West Bengal-

713335

4. | B0:020220-ASANSOL All the piece and parcel of one Commercial Godown Room on the first| A) 19.06.2024 A) Rs.11,35,000.00 |26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: HODAFOOT WEAR floor of G+2 multistoried building named as “Yousuf Manjil” being | B) 19.12.2024 — | 11.00 AM | toBank at
Borrower/Proprietor/Guarantor: HODAFOOTWEAR | holding no 26/26, B B Road ward no 11 (old) & 46(new), PS-Asansol| C) Rs.14,34,575.94 (Rupees | B) Rs1,14.00000_| to present.
Borrower/ Guarantor: Hoda Foot Wear, C/o — Sahid | under Asansol Municipal Corporation measuring 142.22 Sq.Ft. along | Fourteen Lakh Thirty-Four | ¢y R 10,000/- 4.00PM
Hoda Ansari, 71 N, Bastin Bazar Bye Lane, Asansol, | with undivided proportionate share of land, common passage including | Thousand Five Hundred
WestBengal- 713301 staircase, lobby in the super build area located and situated at Bastin | Seventy-Five and Paisa
Sahid Hoda Ansari, 71 N Bastin Bazar Bye Lane, | Bazar Road, Mouza-Asansol, JL No 20, RS Khatian NO 930, RS Plot| Ninety-Four Only) as
Asansol West Bengal, Asansol- 713301 No 9120,9124, registered in the name of Mr. Sahid Hoda Ansari & Mr, | mentioned in the above
Rustam Javed Ansari, 71 N Bastin Bazar Bye Lane, | Rustam Jawed Ansari both are the son of Late Samsul Hoda Ansari notices.

Asansol West Bengal, Asansol- 713301 being Deed No |-4545 0f2012.

Possession Constructive

5. | BO: 206820-RUPNARAYANPUR All the piece and parcel of land and building measuring 7.6 decimal | A) 20.07.2024 A) Rs.5,82,000.00 |26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: CHANDRABALI SAHA situated at Mouza-Kalisanko, JL No0.48, RS Plot No.131,|B)21.12.2024 — | 11.00 AM | toBank at
Borrower/ Proprietor/ Guarantor: Mrs. Chandrabali | Corresponding to LR Plot No. 131, LR Khatian No.262 as deed & LR| C) Rs.19,32,206.31 (Rupees | B) Rs.58,000.00 to present.
Saha, W/o Dipankar Saha, Netaji Colony, PO_| Khatian No.629 as per Parcha, PS- Salanpur within the ambit of Kallya | Nineteen Lakh Thirty-Two | ¢y Rs 10,000/- 4.00PM
Saikulberia, PS Salanpur, Asansol- 713335 Gram Panchayat, LOP No.165, situated at Kalisanko Asansol, Dist.-| Thousand Two Hundred Six
Dipankar Saha, Netaji Colony, PO_ Saikulberia, PS | Paschim Bardhaman registered in the name of Chandrabali Saha and Paise Thirty-One Only)

Salanpur, Asansol- 713335 bearing gift Deed No.4732 dated 10.12.2021 atADSR Kulti. as mentioned in the above

Possession Constructive notices.

6. | BO:030510-ASANSOL All the piece and parcel of the land and a covered garage on Sunita| A) 08.09.2021 A) Rs.3,78,000.00 [26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: SHAIKHIMTIAZ ALAM Apartment, measuring area 195 Sqft, situated at JL No.20, RS Khatian | B) 09.12.2021 — | 11.00 AM | to Bank at
Borrower/ Guarantor/ Partner: Shaikh ImtiazAlam | No.9284 to 9297, Plot No.RS 3985, CS 2019 & 2020, Holding| C) Rs.9,51,966.15 (Rupees | B) Rs.38,000.00 | to present.
BF Mazhar Court Upper Chelidanga, UC Danga, | No889(N), Hill view north (near Hill View Church), Asansol-713304, | Nine Lac Fifty-One €) Rs.10,000- 4.00 PM
Asansol, Pin-713304 Dist-Paschim Bardhaman, Ward No. 06/49. Deed No.491 of 2018 in the | Thousand Nine Hundred

name of Shaikh Imtiaz Alam. Sixty-Six and paisa Fifteen
Possession Constructive only) as mentioned in the
above notices.

7. | B/O:213310-SHILAMPUR Allthat piece and parcel of land and building situated at Mouza Mankar, | A) 23.07.2025 A) Rs.3,78,000.00 [26.05.2026 | Not known
Account: DIPAGHOSH JL No 134, Khatian No 6726 LR Khatian No 8077 presently LR Khatian | B) 18.10.2025 — | 11.00 AM | toBankat
Borrower/ Guarantor: Dipa Ghosh, D/o Ram Narayan | 8437, RS & LR Dag No 1290 admeasuring 2.5 decimal within the | C) Rs.13,77,654.00 B) Rs.38,000.00 | to present.
Mitra, Nayek Para, Mankar, Purba Bardhaman, West | jurisdiction of ADSR Mankar PS Budbud District Purba Burdwan vide | (Rupees Thirteen Lakh C) Rs.10,000- 4.00 PM
Bengal-713144 deed no 1-235/2024 in the name of Dipa Ghosh. Seventy-Seven Thousand

Possession Constructive Six Hundred Fifty-Four Only)
as mentioned in the above
notices.

8. | BO:473600-PANDABESWAR All the piece and parcel of the land and building situated at Mouza-| A) 04.02.2022 A) Rs.31,37,000.00 |26.05.2026 | Notknown
Account: SUBRATANEOGI Baidyanathpur, JL No 5, Kh No 1407,367 & 2609, RS & LR Dag No| B) 06.09.2023 —— | 11.00AM | toBankat
Borrower/Guarantor/ Partner: Sri Subrata Neogi, S/o- | 630/1877, Area of land 3.50 cottah, ADSR Raniganj, Pandaveswar, | C) Rs.10,28,896.59 B) Rs.3,14,000.00 | to present.
Late Sanjib Neogi under Baidyanathpur Gram Panchyet, Dist Paschim Bardhaman, Pin | (Rupees Ten Lakh Twenty- Rs.10.000/ 4.00 PM
Mrs Bandana Neogi, Address: Ramnagar, Vill+PO- | 713346, registered in the name of Sri Subrata Neogi, S/o Late Sanjib | Eight Thousand Eight C) Rs10,000%

Pandabeswar, Pin-713346 Neogi, deed no 1-63 dated 06.01.2015. Hundred Ninety-Six and

Possession Constructive Paisa Fifty-Nine Only) as

mentioned in the above

notices with up-to-date

interest.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: :
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on ‘AS IS WHERE IS BASIS and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”
2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorized Officer, but the Authorized Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or
omission in this proclamation.
3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://www.baanknet.com on 26.05.2026 from 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM.
4. Fordetailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to website: www.baanknet.com.
5. Foranyqueries regarding the terms and conditions of the sale, the interested bidders may contact KUNAL DAS (Chief Manager) Mob: 9859952212.

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST ENFORCEMENT AMENDMENT RULES, 2002.
Kunal Das

Date: .06'05'2026 Chief Manager & Authorised Officer
Place: Durgapur Punjab National Bank

UTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

|, the undersigned inform to all that my
father Rajani Kanta Mondal along with
his two brothers namely Bhola Nath
Mondal since deceased and Panchu
Gopal Mondal since deceased-all of
Village: Kustia, P.S. Tollygunge at present
Anandapur, District South 24-Parganas by
virtue of a Deed of Patta dated 21.10.1938
registered in the office of DR, Alipore and
recorded in Book No.l, Volume No. 95,
pages from 278 to 285 being Deed No.
4241 for the year 1938 till his death was
the owner of All that Piece and Parcel of
Shali Land measuring about 5.20 acres
situate and lying in Mouza: Nonadanga,
being Part of J.L. 10, C.S. Khatian No. 339
and C.S. Dag No. 582 under Police Station
Tollygunge at present Anandapur, District
South 24 Parganas and on 01.05.2026 the
said original Deed of Patta dated 21.10.1938
is found missing from my residence and
lodged a missing diary at Baruipur Police
Station vide G.D.E. No. 146, dated 02.05.2026,
and | also by an affidavit No.15410, dated
06.05.2026 before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore declared the missing
of the said original Deed of Patta. And | shall
be highly obliged to the person/persons who
will give the information of my said Deed
of Patta within 7 (seven) days.
Smt. Tagarbala Mondal
Paschim Ghoshpur, South Garia,
P.S. Baruipur, Dist. South 24 Parganas,
Pin-743613, Mob: 6289903667

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Follow us onX@SCl

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HEAD Director General and all Ranks of
CONSTABLE/ |Border Security Force remember its
DRIVER SARAT |gallant Jawan Head Constable/Driver

GOGOI Sarat Gogoi on his Balidan Diwas. On
11.05.1979 — |this day, he made ultimate sacrifice

06.05.2023 |while on operational duty in Satakha,

Nagaland.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
Veer Balidani |DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Sub Inspector |tribute to Sub Inspector Rajender Singh
Rajender Singh |of 4 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice

4BN while performing law and order duties
06-07-1915 To |in Manipur on 6 May 1963. #CRPF
06-05-1963 |salutes the braveheart and pledges

never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable/Driver Mohan
Singh of GC Bantalab, who made the
supreme sacrifice while bravely

Veer Balidani
Constable/Driver
Mohan Singh
' | Group Centre,

27%";1;391?23 T thwarting an attempted bank robbery
| 27-09- e} L :
06-05-1989 by armed militants in Central Bank of

India, Gandhinagar, Jammu & Kashmir
on 6 May 1989. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let
his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn

Constable [tribute to Constable Shadhu Yadav of
Shadhu Yadav |119 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
119 BN |while bravely combating Maoists during

} 20-08-1969 To
!"A 06-05-2006

an operation near Gaganpalli, PS
Errabore, District Sukma, Chhattisgarh
on 6 May 2006. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website: www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(through https://ireps.gov.in)
CE/C/I1/SC Construction
Organisation, S.C.Railway,
Secunderabad, respectively, invites e-
tender on behalf of the President of
India for the following works:

e
2
o
=
o

SNo 1 NIT No 23 - CAO- C-SC- 2026
Date: 27/04/2026 Name of work SCR
Construction Organization:
Secunderabad Division - Kazipet -
Balharshah section - Bellampalli -
Augmentation / Upgradation of Freight
Wagon Maintenance Infrastructure
Facilities - Extension of ROH Shed,
Construction of Cross Pathway, HLPF
Surface Works, Construction of
Garage Shed, New Electrical Room
and Boundary Wall in Bellampalli
StationYard Details- Estimated
Cost: Rs. 12,90,44,623.14 EMD: Rs.
25,80,900.00 Completion Period:
180(One eighty days) Date of
Opening: 25/05/2026 15:00hrs.

NIT No EPC-09-CAO-C-SC-2026
Date: 30/04/2026 Name of work
South Central Railway (Construction
Organization)- Secunderabad Division
Engineering, Procurementand
Construction (EPC) Contract for the
Construction of "Important Bridges (2
Nos), i.e., (a) D/S bridges (15 x 20 m)
including substructure and
superstructure for doubling line and
Ramco Cement siding, (b) U/S bridge
(15 x 20 m) including substructure and
superstructure for Vizag Steel Plant
siding, and Earthwork, Blanketing,
Track works including Minor and Major
Bridges from Ch.:27300.00m to
Ch.:28650.00m between
Jaggayyapeta Town (excl.) to Revuru
Ramapuram Stations (excl.) in
connection with Motumari-
Vishnupuram doubling project in
Secunderabad Division of South
Central Railway in the State of Andhra
Pradesh Details - Estimated Cost:
Rs. 110,49,21,078.68 EMD: Rs.
2,20,98,400.00 Completion Period:
24 (Twenty Four) Months Date of
Opening: 03/07/2026 15:00hrs.

i) For bid document and other
details, please login to website
https:/fireps.gov.in. ii) Tenderers can
submit their offers online during tender
submission period which is the Fifteen
days period prior to closing of tender.
iii) Tenderers should watch for any
corrigenda (issued online only) up to
the date of commencement of the
tender submission period.

Chief Admn. Officer/Const./

A198 Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector Constable/Water
Omnath Carrier
2 BN Atma Prasad
06-01-1975 To 2 BN
06-05-2009 15-01-1957 To
4 06-05-2009

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to Sub Inspector
Omnath and Constable/Water Carrier Atma Prasad of 2 Bn, who made
the supreme sacrifice while bravely combating Maoists during a Road
Opening Patrol along Injiram— Gorkha road, PS Konta, district Sukma,
Chhattisgarh on 6 May 2009. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY FORCE
CT/GD CISF. .proudly. remembers the supreme
S. GOPAL |sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day,
DHEP he laid down his life at the altar of duty.
DULHASTI |His courage and bravery would remain
06-05-1993 |an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally
indebted to him for his noblest deed.

indianexpress.com

CHANGE OF NAME

I, MISS SUCHANDA BHATTACHARYA,
daughter of Late Dilip Kumar
Bhattacharyya, resident of 89/1E, Selimpur
Road, P.S: Lake, P.O : Dhakuria, Kolkata
— 700031, do hereby solemnly affirm
that | have changed my surname
from “BHATTACHARYA” to
“BHATTACHARYYA” as per Affidavit
sworn before the Ld. First Class Magistrate
at Alipore on dated 17.04.2026 vide no.
73270. Henceforth, | shall be known as
“SUCHANDA BHATTACHARYYA” for
all purposes.

. I get the inside
information and get
inside the information.

L Inform your opinion with
investigative journalism.

\\‘T_h?lndian EXPRES_S

OURNALISM OF COURAGE

(Annexure - 13 8I-10)
POSSESSION NOTICE
(for Immovabhle Property)
CIRCLE OFFICE : PASCHIM MIDNAPORE

1, Bidhan Nagar East, Rly. Station Road, P.0. - Medinipur, Dist. - West Medinipur
West Bengal, Pin - 721 101

tista Az &

[ e ]

Whereas :

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab National Bank under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section
13 read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued
a Demand Notice Dated 14.10.2025 calling upon the Borrower / Mortgagor
Nani Gopal Chatterjee, S/o. Chandi Charan Chatterjee, Vill - Gangani, P.O. -
Garbeta, P.S. - Garbeta, Paschim Medinipur, Pin - 721 127 (W.B.) and Moni
Shankar Chatterjee, S/o. Chandi Charan Chatterjee, Vill - Gangani, P.O. - Garbeta,
P.S. - Garbeta, Paschim Medinipur, Pin - 721 127 (W.B.) to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice being Rs. 15,50,249.72 (Rupees Fifteen Lakhs Fifty
Thousand Two Hundred Forty Nine and Seventy Two Paise only) with further
interest until payment in full and other expenses less recovery if any within 60
days from the date of notice/date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him
under Sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 2nd Day of May of the year 2026.

The Borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Punjab National Bank for an amount of with further interest until
payment in full and other expenses less recovery if any.

The Borrower’s / Guarantor’s / Mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of
Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act in respect of time available to redeem
the secured assets.

Description of Immovable Property : Equitable Mortgage covering all that part and
parcel of the Immovable Properties consisting of Land & Building stituated at
Mouza - Garbeta, P.S. - Garbeta, Dist - Paschim Medinipur, W.B. and pertaining
to Registered Deed Nos. |-2893 of Date 25.07.2020, J.L. No. 570, R.S. Khatian
No. 48, L.R. Khatian No. 568, Modified L.R. Khatian No. 1279 & 1280, Plot No.
634, Area of Land 0.5337 Acres as per Deed, Nature of Land Bastu.

Owners : 1. Nani Gopal Chatterjee, S/o. Chandi Charan Chatterjee.
2. Mani Shankar Chatterjee, S/o. Chandi Charan Chatterjee

Property is sorrounded by (As Per Deed) : North - Village Road, South - Village
Road, East - House of Mousumi Chanda, West - House of Bangshi Badan Pal.

Date : 02.05.2026
Place : Paschim Medinipur

Authorised Officer, Punjab National Bank
Circle Office : Paschim Medinipur

National Forensic Sciences University
Goa Campus

(An Institution of National Importance under Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India)

e HATag
MINISTRY OF
, HOME AFFAIRS

For eligibility criteria, application
and other information please visit
https://nfsu.ac.in/admission

Contact Us

ADMISSION
OPEN

COURSES OFFERED

¢ M. Sc. Forensic Science (2 Years)
Integrated B. Sc. - M. Sc. Forensic Science (5 Years)
M. Tech. Artificial Intelligence & Data Science

(Specialization in Cyber Security) (2 Years)
e M. Sc. Digital Forensics & Information Security (2 Years)
e M. Sc. Cyber Security (2 Years)
* Professional Diploma in Crime
Scene Management (6 Months) I

ACADEMIC
YEAR

2026-2027

Ol 30
Fpnls ric %)

=

CBC-19119/11/0001/2627

LAST DATE 10 JUNE
TO APPLY 2026

>< info_goa@nfsu.ac.in

. 08322313032, 96420 33941

Kolkata
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EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. : EL/HWH/25/2I
(Notice)/753 Dated: 04.05.2026.
Divisional Railway Manager, Eastern
Railway, Howrah, New Divisional Railway
Manager Office, Near Railway Museum,
Howrah Railway Station, Howrah-711101
invites Open e-Tenders for the under
mentioned electrical work/s: Sl. No.: (1);
Tender No.: EL-HWH-25-21-3433-R;
Name of work : Electrical (General)
work in connection with "Replacement
of Steel O.H. Tank by RCC O.H. Tank of
capacity 50000 gallon with pipeline &
other ancillary works at Rampurhat (4
nos.) & Naihati (1 no.) under AEN/
Rampurhat"; Tender Value (Rs.) :
< 41,85,433.00; Bid security (Earnest
Money Deposit) (Rs.) : ¥ 83,700.00;
Sl. No. : (2); Tender No.: EL-HWH-
25-21-3280-R1; Name of work:
Replacement of Metal Halide / Sodium
Vapor light fittings by LED Flood light
|/ Street light with necessary cabling
work at Tikiapara Coaching Yard and
Sorting Yard Coaching complex; Tender
Value (Rs.) : ¥ 25,94,820.00; Bid
security (Earnest Money Deposit)
(Rs.) :¥51,900.00; SlI. No. : (3); Tender
No.: EL-HWH-25-21-3569-R; Name of
work: Electrical (General) work in
connection with "Construction of new
LHS in lieu of LC Gate No. 8/1 by
Railway's relieving girder under
AEN/Nabadwip Dham"; Tender Value
(Rs.) : ¥ 9,25,614.00; Bid security
(Earnest Money Deposit) (Rs.) :
< 18,500.00; SI. No. : (4); Tender No.:
EL-HWH-25-21-3545-R; Name of
work: Electrical (General) work in
connection with "Construction of Gang
huts at Seoraphuli, Baidyabati, BHR,
Hooghly, Singur, Bahir Khanda, Talpur
Halt, Takipur Halt, Tarakeswar, Haripal,
Bishnupur, GNJP, Maynapur Mayapur,
Arambagh, Goghat station including
ladies dress changing room at
Seoraphuli, BHR and Tarakeswar
Station under Sr.DEN/1/HWH"; Tender
Value (Rs.) : ¥ 29,61,786.00; Bid
security (Earnest Money Deposit)
(Rs.) :¥59,200.00; SlI. No. : (5); Tender
No.: EL-HWH-25-21-3314-R4; Name
of work: 1) Electrical (General) work
in connection with "Installation of Hot
Axle Box Detector (HBD) (09 locations)
over Howrah Division. 2) Electrical
(General) work in connection with
"Installation of Hot Axle Box Detector
(HABD) Gate in UP HBC line at KM
10/18-20 near LC Gate no. 5/B/T/SPL
at Belanagar Station limit"; Tender
Value (Rs.) : ¥ 13,11,470.00; Bid
security (Earnest Money Deposit)
(Rs.) : ¥ 26,200.00; Sl. No.: (6); Tender
No.: EL-HWH-25-21-3467; Name of
work: Eectrical (General) work in
connection with “Improvement with up-
gradation of existing LHS by provide
roof covering of both approahes, sump
with water storage reservoir, drainage
arrangement at both end in LHS 36,
40, 38 etc. under jurisdiction of
ADEN/Rampurhat; Tender Value (Rs.)
: ¥ 26,32,028,00; Bid security (Earnest
Money Deposit) (Rs.) : ¥ 52,700,00;
Completion Period : 180 Days for SI.
No. 1 to 6 each; Closing Date & Time:
22.05.2026 at 15:00 hrs. for SI. No. 1,
2,4 &5 each and 26.05.2026 at 15:00
hrs. for SI. No. 3 & 6 each; In case the
date of closing mentioned in the notice
inviting tender is declared a holiday/
bandh/strike on any account, the date
of closing tender online will not be
changed as the application in the
website of IREPS does not permit
submission of any offer after closing
date and time of the tender. However,
opening of tenders online will be on
any convenient day after closing date
and time of the tender. The details of
tender are available at website:
www.ireps.gov.in Tenderers are
requested to submit their offer online
on the above website.
HWH-47/2026-27
Tender Notice is also available at websites :
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us at : 4 @EasternRailway
@ Eastern Railway Headquarter

THE BHOGPUR CO-OP SUGAR MILLS LTD. BHOGPUR

Website: www.eproc.punjab.gov.in E-mail: bhogpurcsm @ gmail.com

E-TENDER
COMPETITIVE e-BIDDING

Online e-Bids are invited for Physical Export 9072 MT of sugar as
per Govt. of India, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution, Director of Sugar, Delhi order and notification no. No.1
(1)/2025-SP dated 14th November, 2025 Point no. 4-A on ex-factory
basis of all the Nine cooperative sugar mills of Punjab from
experienced overseas buyers or their authorized representatives in
India, Export Houses/Merchandisers, Govt./Cooperative Institutions
(In which State Govt./Central Govt. has/have invested share capital)
having valid Importer/Exporter License code and experience of
exporting sugar

Pre-bid conference 13.05.2026 at 11:00 AM, in the O/o Sugarfed,
Punjab, Plot No. 53, Phase-2, Opp. Bassi

Cinema, Mohali-160055.

Last date and time of
submission of e-tender

26.05.2026 Upto 05:00 PM on Govt. Website:
www.eproc.punjab.gov.in

27.05.2026 at 11:00 AM
Address mentioned as above.

Date and time of tech-
nical E-bid opening

Address for commu-
nication

The General Manager, The Bhogpur Coop
Sugar Mills Ltd., Bullowal Road, Near
Railway Station, Bhogpur, District Jalandhar,
Punjab-144201

Minimum quantity
to be quoted

100% of the total tendered quantity.

For participation in e-tender the bidder shall have to register
themselves with www.eproc.punjab.gov.in. For User ID,
Password, Class-2 or Class-3 Digital Signature is Mandatory. For any
assistance please contact on Mobile No. 81465-24824, 79735-16225,
and 80546-03800.

Any Corrigendum/Addendum/Corrections/ Cancellation will be
published on the above website. GENERAL MANAGER

District Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, Patna
R-Block, Road No.-2, Daroga
Rai Path, Patna-800001
Email Id-confo-pa-br@nic.in
Consumer Complaint No. 292/2024

NIQ
Olo the Exe. Engineer

Jhargram Electrical Division,
PWbDte.

WBPWD/EE/JED/NIQ13/
2026-27

MsGeetaSingh ... Complainant

LivSpace & Others ... Opposite Parties

Bid submission last date:
06/05/2026 upto 12:00 PM

1. Elemento India Address F-102, 1st
Floor, Nayabad Avenue, Near Netaji
Subhash Cancer Hospital, Rangapara,
Pancha Sayar, New Garia Metro, Kolkata,

For details follow

www.pwdwb.in or visit
the office.

West Bengal, Pin Code-700094 (Opposite

Party No.-4)
Whereas, a case has been filed against
you in this commission, and despite
service of summons, you have not yet
appeared nor filed your reply before the
commission.
Therefore, you are hereby directed to
appear in person or through your
authorized advocate before this
Consumer Commission on 02/07/26 at
11AMand give your presence in this case.
Failing which, the matter shall be heard
and decided Ex-parte in your absence.
Issued under my signature and the seal of
the Commission on this 02 day of May
2026.
By order
District Commission Registrar

indianexpress.com

Ilook at every side
before taking a side.

Informryour opinion with
insightful perspectives.

SThelndianEXPRESS

———]OURNALISM OF COURAGE ——

District Consumer Commission, Patna

. . 0 M ZONAL OFFICE : MIDNAPORE
w Station Road, Opposite Old Water Tank

A sSoE=Te ALLAHABAD Paschim Midnapore, Pin - 721 101

POSSESSION NOTICE
(For Immovable Property)

[Under Rule 8(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]
Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Indian Bank
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (12)
read with rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a
Demand Notice Dated 06.02.2026 calling upon :

M/s. Mansur Ali Khan and Others, Proprietor : Mansur Ali Khan (Borrower),
Village - Paikpari, P. O. - Antila, P. S. - Bagnan, District - Howrah, Pin- 711312
Mansur Ali Khan, Proprietor of M/s. Mansur Ali Khan and Others, (Borrower /
Guarantor / Mortgagor), S/o. Umar Khan, Village - Paikpari, P. O. - Antila, P. S. -
Bagnan, District - Howrah, Pin-711312.
Rupnihar Khatun, (Guarantor / Mortgagor), W/o. Mansur Ali Khan, Village -
Paikpari, P. O. -Antila, P. S. - Bagnan, District - Howrah, Pin- 711312
with our Kolaghat Branch to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being to
Rs. 2,47,32,451.00 (Rupees Two Crores Forty Seven Lakhs Thirty Two Thousand
Four Hundred Fifty One Only) as on 06.02.2026 within 60 days from the date of
receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of
the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her
under Section 13(4) of the said Act with rule 8 and 9 of the said rules, on this
05th Day of May of the year 2026.
The Borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
the Indian Bank for an amount of Rs. 2,47,32,451.00 (Rupees Two Crores Forty
Seven Lakhs Thirty Two Thousand Four Hundred Fifty One Only) as on
06.02.2026 and interestthereon.
“We draw attention to the provisions of Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act
and the Rules framed there under which deals with your rights of
redemption over the securities.”

Description of the Inmovable Property
Mortgaged Assets : Land & Building property at Mouza - Khandinan, J. L. No.
59,R.S.andL.R. PlotNo. 1372, Hal Khatiyan Nos. 2438, 2439, 2440, 2441, 2442
and 2443, Area 9.92 Decimal, Registered in Book - I, Volume No. 0506-2018,
Page from 85419 to 85451, Being No. 050604195 for the year 2018, ADSR
Bagnan, standing in the name of Mansur Ali Khan, S/o. Umar Khan.
Boundaries of the Property - North : Plot No. 1362, South : Mecheda to Kolkata
NH - 6. East : Property of Rupnihar Khatun, West : Property of Sk. Siraj Ahmed
Ding.
Land & Building property at Mouza - Khandinan, J. L. No. 59, R. S. and L. R. Plot
No. 1372, Hal Khatiyan Nos. 2438, 2439, 2440, 2441, 2442 and 2443, Area 8.10
Decimal, Registered in Book - |, Volume No. 0506-2018, Page from 87519 to
87553, Being No. 050604301 for the year 2018, ADSR Bagnan, standing in the
name of Rupnihar Khatun, W/o. Mansur Ali Khan. Boundaries of the Property-
North : Plot Nos. 1362 and 1360, South : Mecheda to Kolkata NH-6, East : Plot No.
1374, West : Rest part of Plot No. 1372 of MansurAli Khan.
Land & Building property at Mouza - Khandinan, J. L. No. 59, R. S. and L. R. Plot
No. 1372, Hal Khatiyan Nos. 2438, 2439, 2440, 2441 and 2442, Area 0.60
Decimal, Registered in Book - |, Volume No. 0506-2021, Page from 18627 to
18651, Being No. 050600848 for the year 2021, ADSR - Bagnan, standing in the
name of Mansur Ali Khan, S/o. Umar Khan and Rupnihar Khatun, W/o. Mansur
AliKhan. Boundaries of the Property - North : Property of 1360, South : Plot No.
1374, East: PlotNo. 1372, West : Plot No. 1372.

AMARAVATI DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED (ADCL)

(CIN Number : U93000AP20158GC105535), Email : ccdme.amaravati@gmail.com
Block 4, APCRDA Project office, Rayapudi Post, Tulluru (M), Amaravati, Guntur (Dist.), A.P - 522237

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

R NIT No. 337(1)/IPD/ADCL,/2025-26, . Dated: 06.05.2026

ame of Work: Package XXXVII: World Bank and Asian Development Bank funded

Amaravati C?ipltal c“f\: Development Program related “Construction of Flood

Protection and Strengthening of Inspection of Right Bank of River Krishna E1 Road
ChamagYe 0+300To Cham_aRe 2+480) On Lumg Sum Basis (% Contract) including
LP of 2 Years in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh”. ECV : Rs. 105.78 Crores

ﬁ NIT No. 338(1)/IPD/ADCL/2025-26, Dated: 06.05.2026

ame of Work: Package XXXVIII: World Bank and Asian Development Bank funded

Amaravati Capital City Development Program related Construction of Flood

Protection and Strengthening of Inspection of Right Bank of River Krishna E1 Road
ChainagYe 2+480To Chain_age 4+990) On Lump Sum Basisé% Contract) including
LP of 2 Years in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh. ECV : Rs. 103.5!

Crores
:r? NIT No. 339(1)/1PD/ADCL/2025-26,
am

Dated: 06.05.2026
e of Work: Packa%e XXXIX: Construction of Flood Protection and Strengthening
of Inspection of Right Bank of River Krishna E1 Road (Chainage 4+ 990 To Chainage
7+200) On Lump Sum Basis (% Contract) including DLP of 2 Years in Amaravati,
AndhraPradesh. ECV : Rs. 104.09 Crores

4)  NITNo. 358/ADCL/LPS/2026, Dated: 06.05.2026
Name of Work: Package XXXXXVIII: Construction of Roads, Drains, Water Supply,
Sewerage, Utility Ducts for Power & ICT, Reuse Waterline, STP & Avenue Plantation
compatible with Trunk Infrastructure Layouts for Land Pooling Schemes for
Undavalli Village in LPS Zone-11 area on LumE Sum Contract (%Tender) including
DLP of 2 Years in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh. ECV : Rs. 409.79 Crores

The above bids can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from Dt. 06.05.2026
@18:00 Hrs to Dt. 28.05.2026 @15:00 Hrs. Due date for submission of Bid is
Dt.28.05.2026 @16:00 Hrs, Technical Bid opening is on Dt. 28.05.2026 @16.00 Hrs.
For further details please refer to ‘Tender’ section of www.apeprocurement.gov.in and

www.adcl.in Sd/- Chairperson and Managing Director

Date : 05.05.2026
Place : Kolaghat

Authorised Officer (Chief Manager)
Indian Bank

aﬂi:—)’ﬁlﬁ aﬁw N S ROAD BRANCH VEHICLE
. L GILLANDER HOUSE, BUILDING NO.8 ,
GROUND FLOOR, N S ROAD, KOLKATA -700001 -
Bank Of Bar Oda INDIA, e- mail: vinsro@bankofbaroda.com E AUCTION NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the to the Borrower (s), and Guarantor (s) that Bank has
repossessed/seized the Hypothecated Motor Vehicle mentioned below in exercise of the powers conferred under
Hypothecation/Loan Agreement executed by the parties and Vehicle will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is whatis”, and “Whatever
there is” basis for recovery of dues in below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/s/Guarantor/s/Vehicle/Total
Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below —
1. Date of e-Auction | 1.Reserve Price |EMD deposit Account| Vehicle /
. Time of E-auction - | 2.Earnest Money No, Movable
Ns (: B o’::‘mes:/dgf: riz:o - Total Dues. Vehl;l%)M::; d&NTOdEI Start Time to End Time | Deposit (EMD) IFSC Code, Asset
: . 2. Last date and time of | 3.Bid Increase Bank of Baroda Inspection
submission of Bid. Amount Branch date & Time
1 |M/s Tastytango Foods Private | Rs. 49,21,806.00 | Vehicle Make & Model — | 1.Date of e-Auction: | 1. Reserve Price- | EMD deposit account | Any working
Limited ( Ac No- plus Interestand | BMW X18S Drive 18i M 11-06-2026 Rs. 28,80,000.00 No: Day (with
89890600001173) Other Charges Sport (Petrol) Time of e-Auction start 89890015181219. Prior
Address: Plot No. A1, incurred up to Time: 14:00 PM 2. Earnest Money IFSC Code: Approval)
Sudharas Food Park, ADSRO 31.08.2025. Color- Portima Blue To End Time: 18:00 | Deposit (EMD)- BARBOVJNSRO
Ranihati, JL no. 02, Mouza PM. Rs. Bank of Baroda Time:
Jaladulagori LR Dag no. 952, Vehicle Registration No. 2,88,000.00/- Branch: N S ROAD | 10:00 A.M. to
LR Khaitan no. B I, Howrah, [RTO Registration No.]- |2. Last date and time of BRANCH 16:00 PM.
PS Sankrail-711302 WB11H5544 submission of Bid: 3. Bid Increase
To, 11-06-2026 & Amount-
Mr. Nitesh Rateria Engine No-0217Y509 18:00 PM. Rs.10,000.00/-
Director of M/s Tastytango
Foods Private Limited Chassis No-
Silver Spring Apartment, WBA17EE06SY442434
BL-4,17th Floor, Flat-17A, 5,
JBS Haldane Avenue Kolkata,
West Bengal-700105
2 |Mr. Nitesh Rateria (Ac No- Rs. 7,16,060.31/- | Vehicle Make & Model — | 1.Date of e-Auction: | 1. Reserve Price- | EMD deposit account | Any working
89890600000841) plus Unapplied | Kia Seltos G1.5 IMT HTK 11-06-2026 Rs. 5,40,000.00 No: Day (with
Address: Silver Spring Interest incurred up Plus Time of e-Auction start 89890015181219. Prior
Apartment, BL-4, 17th Floor, to 08.03.2026. Color- Sparkling Silver Time: 14:00 PM 2. Earnest Money IFSC Code: Approval)
Flat-17A, 5, JBS Haldane Vehicle Registration No. | To End Time: 18:00 Deposit (EMD)- BARBOVJNSRO
Avenue Kolkata, West Bengal- [RTO Registration No.]- PM. Rs. 54,000.00/- Bank of Baroda Time:
700105 WB02AS8883 2. Last date and time of Branch: N S ROAD | 10:00 A.M. to
Engine No. submission of Bid: 3. Bid Increase BRANCH 16:00 PM.
GA4FLNV319656 11-06-2026 & 18:00 Amount-
Chassis No. PM. Rs.10,000.00/-
MZBEP812LNN398958
For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/visit to the website link https://www.baanknet.com Prospective bidders may
contact to Mr. Samrat Mallick on Tel No. 033-22628455 Mobile No-8335865900.
Place: Kolkata Name: Samrat Mallick Branch Head, Bank of Baroda
Date: 05.05.2026 N S Road Branch, Kolkata, West Bengal

T3Na ciMeIel s
(TR FRBIR BT SUhH)

[g]m punjab national bank
(Govt. Of India Undertaking)

Stressed Asset Management (SAM) Branch, Kolkata United Tower, 3" Floor, 11 Hemanta Basu Sarani, Kolkata-700001
E-mail: zs8350@pnb.bank.in, Mob : 9433043490

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

against the respective properties.

Auction Sale Notice for sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 read with Provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable properties
mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the authorised officer of the bank/ secured creditor, will be sold on
“As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the bank/
secured creditor from the respective Borrower (s) And Guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below

Place: Kolkata
Date: 04.05.2026

4. Fordetailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

" . co GE S P SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
4 31 e COLLEGE STREET BRANCH I :\V eg g}, Descrigton of )DL Of Demnd ot s 1 Datel Time
: 2 Bidhan Sarani, Kolkata- 700 006, W.B, India A) Name of the Branch the Immovable of SARFAESI ACT 2002 A) Reserve Price of
Ba”k 0’ Bal' 0[’3 Email: colcal@bankofbaroda.com SALE N OTICE BN P t Properties B) (d)uttstafndirg Amount as on (in 3) E-Auction
ame of the Accoun Mortgaged/ ate of sale Details of th
ANNEXURE-A Sl Owner's C) Possession Date uls 13(4) B) EMD ca ‘;o ¢
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES No. C) Name & addresses of the . of SARFAESI ACT 2002 PIEWY | encumbrances
“APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to Rule 8 (6) & or 9(1) ] Borrower/Guarantors ame ; D) Nature of Possession | C) Bid Increase known to the
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Account (mortgaggrs 0 Symbolic/Physical Amount secl.med
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) & or 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. property(ies}) Constructive creditors
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower(s), Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immoveable property 1. |PNB- SAMB Kolkata, United Tower, 3” floor, 11 |Residential | ForPunjab National Bank A)3214.00 Lacs | 08.06.2026
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is Hemanta Basu Sarani, Kolkata-700 001 flat along with | A) 26.03.2021
where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis for recovery of dues in below mentioned account/s. The details of Borrower/Mortgagor/Guarantor/s/Secured - car parkin B) T138,30,02,787.20 as on 31.01.2020. (Plus between
Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Pricefe-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below: Mis Ambootia Tea Exports Put. Ltd., 34-A,| 8 PG ) i (Plis| B) 32140 Lacs
Metcalfe Street, Kolkata — 700013 & 20, Coalberth | SPa%€ further interest and expenses and other 11.00 AM to
Reserve Price (1), | Status of ' ' comprising of charges. The amount is as per demand| c)%5.00 L 02.00 PM
Sr/ |Name & address of ! =1 0 N i Prope - .00 Lac
1 | B Detailed 'descnptlon of the |mmova.ble property Total Dues. Date & Tlme EMP amount(2), Possessn"m InspSCtl}tgn Hoboken Road, Kolkata—700088 1950 sq.ft. of Notice issuedu/s 13(2) of SARFAESIACT) )
No. |/ Mortgagor (s) withknown encumbrances, if any of E-auction|  Bid Increase (Constrpctlve date & Time Proprietor& Guarantors super builtup | ¢) 22.12.2021 Not known to
- - - — - LUCI LY. IPhys!caI) - 1. Sh. Sanjay Prakash Bansal, Flat No.102, 1st|area, situated | d) Under Symbolic Possession bank
1 Mr. Dibyendu Bose  |Equitable Mortgage of All That Piece and Parcel of Total= Date: (1) Rs. Physical Any working . t Flat No 102
Slo Late Dulal Chandra [the Residential Flat No-3A & Flat No-38 (Merged), | Rs.2,86,76,410.28 | 28.05.2026 | 2,40,76,000.00/- day Floor, Vandana Apartment, Premises No.22/1,| at Flat No 102} gor ynjon Bank of India
Bose and Mrs. on 3 Floor, Southern side of Pam residency. The ~ |(Rupees Two Crores| | ooeveereeeenne (with prior Alipore Road, Ward No.74, P.S. Alipore, \1/St f(ljoor A)19.03.2020
Rupashree Bose W/o- |Said residential Flat No -3A has super buildup area Eighty Six Lacs Time- (2) Rs. appointment) Kolkata—700 027 andana
Mr. Dibyendu Bose. ~ |1173 Sq. Ft. & Residential Flat No-3B has super Seventy Six 2,00 PM 24,07,600.00/- between 2 so aRa Bansal. Flat NoA02. 1st Fl Apartment B) Zf;;;:: ’i?)?éer287£1:n?15 g)’: ze?;s(]:szggg g;l;ésr
(Housing Loan Afc-  |buildup area 1410 Sq. Ft. i.e. Total super buildup Thousand Four to | 10.00 AM to - SMm. Reena Bansal, a. 0.10z, 18 . 00r, premises no p
0025060001791 and |area 2583 Sq.Ft. & Along with two car parking space | Hundred Tenand | 6:00PM | (3) Rs 10,000.00) 03.00 PM Vandana Apartment, Premises No.22/1, Alipore | 99/ Ajipore | CPa9eS: The amount is as per demand
00250600001989) on ground floor measuring 120 Sg. Ft. each i.e. Twenty Eight Paisa Road, Ward No.74, P.S. Alipore, Kolkata—700 027 | Road Ward ) Iz\lgl:cze éf)szlfd u/s 13(2) of SARFAESIACT)
Address1: 57B, S.R.  |Total car parking space 240 Sq.Ft. with lift facilities only) Concerned c A2,
Das Road, 3rdFloor,  |in a G+3 Storied building at Premises no.- 578, SR. | (Rs. 1,09,76,946.28 Chief Manager- 3. Sm. Shreya Bansal, Flat No102, st Floor, Ino74PS | ) \jniersymbolicPossession
Kolkata, West Bengal- |Das Road, P.S.- Tollygunge, P.O. -Kalighat, Ward no- + Vandana Apartment, Pre.mlses No.22/1, Alipore | Alipore under For Bank of Barod
700026. 87, Kolkata-700026 within jurisdiction of Kolkata Rs.1,76,99,464.00) Mr. Niraj Road, Ward No.74, P.S. Alipore, Kolkata— 700027 | KMC Kolkata- | For Bank of Baroda
Address2: 44, SR. municipality corporation in the District of South 24 as on 07.08.2025 Kumar 4. Sh. Hrithik Bansal, Flat No.102, 1st Floor, 700027 in the | A) 06.12.2019
Das Road, Flat no-1B,  |Parganas, together with undivided impartible (inclusive of interest Himanshu . . name of B) ¥17,60,35,551.78 as on 30.11.2019. (Plus|
Kolkata — 700026. proportionate share of land with proportionate share | Up to 31.07.2025) Mobile- Vandana Apartment, Pre_mlses No.22/1, Alipore Wexford ) further i d d ( h
) ; e urther interest and expenses and other
Address3: 5, Fancy  |of common covered area together with open space | together with further 8770495902 Road, Ward No.74, P.S. Alipore, Kolkata—700 027 Marketing char ;
o ) ; o . ges. The amount is as per demand|
Lane, 3rd floor, Kolkata [to use and enjoy in common with the owner and/or interest thereon at (with prior 5. M/s Sampad Vikas Ltd, 34A Metcalfe Street Notice issued u/s 13(2) of SARFAESIACT)
—700001. occupiers of other flats all the common areas and the contractual rate appointment) Jain Centre. 7th Floor. Kolkata. Kolkata. West Pvt Ltd.
Address4: Mashila  [common services and facilities and installations with | plus costs, charges " ! ' ’ ¢) 22.12.2021 ) .
(East) Panchanantala, |all the benefits, rights, liberties, all easements, and expenses til Bengal, India, 700013 Or 20, Coalberth Hoboken d) UnderSymbolic Possession
Andul Mouri, Howrah — |appendages, appurtenances whatsoever including date of Final Road, Kolkata-700088 For Indian Bank
711302. the right of use of the ultimate roof of the building at payment. 6. M/s Bhumya Tea Company Pvt. Ltd., 34A A) 02.06.2021
Mouza- Madhya Mudi Gram, Sub-division-T, Division Metcalfe Street Jain Centre 7th Floor, Kolkata ) 208,
VI, Parganas- Khaspur. . ) ) B) ¥18,66,23,392.70 as on 01.06.2021. (Plus
Owner of Property: Mr. Dibyendu Bose S/o Late Kolkata, West Bengal, India, 700013 Or 20, further interest and expenses and other|
Dulal Chandra Bose and Mrs. Rupashree Bose Coalberth, Hoboken Road, Kolkata, West charges. The amount is as per demand|
va::)i;:l’\f:'sDBiz);te:gir?;i%un ded as follows: On the Bengal, India — 700088 Or Jamguri Tea Estate' ’2\’2°t4'029 2"33;;6‘1 u/s 13(2) of SARFAESIACT)
Aicn 1s bAed and uolntet as JOIOWS. g Di c) 22.12.
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Pricetaghas
nothingtodo
withPant’s

form:Langer

Rishabh Pant has only scored
204 runs this season. p1i

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 5

RISHABH PANT S returns with
the bat continued to lag on
Monday even as some of his
big-ticket teammates at Luck-
now Super Giants finally man-
aged to find some form. The
LSG captain fell after scoring 15
in 10 balls as LSG lost by six
wickets to Mumbai Indians at
the Wankhede Stadium, thus
sinking to their sixth consecu-
tive defeat.

Theinnings took Pant’s tally
for the season to 204 runs at a
strike rate 0f 128.30 and average
of 25.50. While this is woefully
below par by any standard, it is
acontinuation of a pattern that
was set last season, in which
Pant scored 269 runs in 14
matches at a strike rate 0of133.17
and average of 24.45. Nearly
half of those runs came from
his last innings of the season
alone, in which he scored an
unbeaten 118 in 61 balls.

That innings remains an
outlier, with Pant scoring just
three 50+ scores in the 24 in-
nings he has played as captain
of LSG, having been bought by
the side at the 2025 auction for
Rs 27 crore, making him the
most expensive IPL player ofall
time. LSG head coach Justin
Langer was asked if Pant is still
feeling the pressure of being the
big-ticket buy for LSG. “Hon-
estly, I don’t think the money
has anything to do with it; I
don’t think that hasanythingto
dowithitatall. WhatIdothink
is that leadership is a tough
position, you’re carryinglots of
pressure, and he knows that,”
Langer told the media.

“He’scarryingalot of press-
ure for theteam, and he doesit,
like all of us, with a smile on his
face 98% of the time. The other
2% of the time, it’s tough. But
he’s chipping away, he’s work-
inghard and, asIsay, he’shad a
match-winning game earlierin
the season. We love it when we
see him smiling and playing
that swashbuckling style of
play, and he’s not far off,”
Langer explained.

Despite the loss, Langer
backed captain Pant, insisting
the wicketkeeper-batter was
close to rediscovering his best
form. “You know, he’s a very
good player; we know that.
We’ve seen him in Test cricket
destroy teams at number five.”

“Soyeah, I mean, Rishabh’s
not far off,” the Australian said.

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Sanju is Chennai’s Super King as
DC slide further after poor show

Samson’s 52-ball 87 gives CSK crucial
win in playoff quest after Akeal
pushes DCback with a probing spell

SYNOPSIS: Sanjuisthe
man for the job once
again as CSK outclass
shoddy DC in mid-table
battle for play-off spot.

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, May 5

AFTER A promising start,
Delhi Capitals are meandering
towards the familiar territory of
irrelevance as the IPL season
enters its business end. After a
win over Rajasthan Royals, the
home game against Chennai
Super Kings was a must-win
encounter. But the timid
manner of their eight-wicket
defeat, combined with their
poor net run rate, means that a
playoff spot is now a long shot.

CSK, ontheother hand, kept
the feel-good vibes goingwith a
third successive win and they
had their'Chetta' tothank again
to guide them to what was a
comfortable win in the end.
There's still little room for error
but the five-time champions
are trending the right way.

Sanjuisthe man

Getting a 100 in around 40
balls is good for a batter's high-
light reel. But once in a while,
when the pitch is not an ally,
one has to find different ways
toskinacat. Sanju Samson, has
gottwo hundred in the first sea-
son for his new franchise, but
his unbeaten innings of 87 off

oIPLtable

Teams M |W L PTS
PBKS |9 |6 2 13
RCB |9 |6 3 12
SRH |10 |6 4 12
RR 10 |6 4 12
GT 10 |6 4 12
CSK |10 |5 5 10
DC 10 |4 6 8
KKR 19 |3 5 7
Ml 10 |3 7 6
LSG |9 |2 7 4

M: MATCH; W: WIN; L:LOSS; PTS: POINTS;

52 balls on Tuesday showed
that he has become a changed
player since his heroics in the
T20 World Cup.

At Delhi, Samson couldn't
go foreveryball and had to pick
his moments. He had lost his
captain early and Urvil Patel,
who was threatening to break
loose, was gone with 45 on the
board in the seventh over. The
surface needed some circum-
spection and Samson played
his role to perfection. Rotating
strike wasn't easy so the CSK
opener focused on hittingevery
ball in his hitting arc to the
boundary and beyond.

His first maximum proved
that six-hitting needn't involve
violence. Axar Patel had given
him just a hint of room in the
second over and Samson gave
himself some more before loft-
ing the ball, almost apologeti-

Sanju Samson scored 87 runs off 52 balls to single-handedly construct the run chase. PRAVEEN KHANNA

cally, over wide mid-offforasix.

That set the template forthe
match-winninginnings, where
Samson didn't fight the pitch
but focused on timing to target
the short boundaries. And he
knewwhento put hisfootonthe
gas. When Lungi Ngidi, return-
ing after his scary injury in the
game against Punjab Kings,
bowled a tight 14th over giving
away only asingle, the equation
read 50 needed off 36 balls.
That's when Samson took
mattersintohisownhands. The
next over, bowled by T Natara-
jan, went for 20, including two
sixes and a four, and the match
was over as a contest. So much
so, that the game was done and
dusted with twoand ahalfovers
to spare. But Samson couldn't
have done it all by himself.
Young Kartik Sharma played a
crucial role in match-winning
stand of 114 off 66 balls.

Spintowin
Sometimes the biggest

quality a captain needs is cour-
age. But then perhaps, if you
have a Powerplay bowling ex-
pertsuch as Akeal Hosein, get-
ting him to bowl three overs out
of the first sixisn't quite that big
arisk. But having a spinner to
bowl the last over of the Power-
play comes with an inherent
risk, when the batters at the
crease are proficient against
spin and looking to accelerate
afteraquiet start to the innings.

Delhi Capitals had already
lost Pathum Nissanka and were
struggling to get away. KL
Rahul, the leading run-scorer
in the tournament, was at the
crease trying to come to terms
with a surface that was slow
and low, and assisting the
spinners.

In short, the typical pitch
one would expect at Delhi's
Arun Jaitley Stadium.

The home team had man-
aged to reach only 36/1 in five
overs and needed to optimise
thelastsix deliveries before the

field spread when Chennai
Super Kings skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad took the call. Akeal
foxed one of the best players of
spin with some traditional skill.
The ball was flighted and DC's
best batter was foxed in the air
as the delivery dipped and
turned enough to miss the
middle of the bat. The miscue
didn't even cross the circle.

Thethree overs that the left-
arm spinner from the Carib-
bean bowled inside the Power-
play brought returns of 1/15,
part of a spell of 1/19 with as
many as 14 dot balls.

Butthe fact that this seemed
almost expected and CSK got
some stick for leaving him out
for a crucial game that really
speaks of hisimportance for his
franchise.

BRIEF SCORES: DC155/7in
20 overs (Rizvi 40 not out;
Noor2/22,Hosein 1/19) lost
to CSK159/2in17.3 overs
(Samson 87 not out, Kartik
41notout) by 8 wkts

Klaasen, Iyer become IPL's most valuable batters

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad, May 5

NUMBER FOUR is the position
nobody wants until the game
needs saving. Too early and
you're wasting resources; too
late and the target is already out
of reach. This season, two
batters have made it look
straightforward: Heinrich
Klaasen for Sunrisers Hydera-
bad, Shreyas Iyer for Punjab
Kings.

They are the only two
middle-order batters among
the top 15 run-getters in IPL
2025. The other thirteen are top-
order batsmen — openers,
mostly, with Jos Buttler and
Ishan Kishan coming in as the
odd number threes. The posi-
tion demands something differ-
ent: the ability towalkin against
fiery pacers when two wickets
have fallen early, read the situ-
ationin three deliveries, and bat
accordingly. Orwalkin when 90
have already come inten overs,
and not slow that rate down.

Players should boycott
French Open over prize
money dispute: Sabalenka

Reuters
Rome, May 5

PLAYERS WOULD boycott the
French Openiftheir prize money
at the claycourt Grand Slam is
not increased, women's world
number one Aryna Sabalenka
said. The Belarusian's threat
came amid a heated disagree-
ment between players and Ro-
land Garrosorganisersover prize
money distribution, despite this
year's tournament offering a
9.5% increase to 61.7 million
euros ($72.19 million). Several top
players released a statement on
Monday saying they were set to
receive prize money that would
likely still be less than 15% of
tournament revenue, well short
of the 22% they demanded to
match ATP and WTA combined
1000 events.

When asked how far players
might push their demands, Sa-
balenka told reporters at the
Italian Open: "I think at some
point we will boycott it (the
tournament), yeah. I feel like
that's going to be the only way
to fight for our rights.

"Let'ssee how far we can get,
if it's going to take players for

boycott... Some of the things, I
feel like it's really unfair to the
players. I think at some point
it's going to get to this."

However, the world number
one struck a hopeful note about
ongoing negotiations.

"Tjust really hope that all of
the negotiation that we are hav-
ing, we at some point are going
to get to the right decision, to
the conclusion that everyone
will be happy with," she added.

Reuters has contacted the
French Tennis Federation for
comment. The prize money
boost of 5.4 million euros com-
pared to2025still leaves Roland
Garros trailing its Grand Slam
rivals. The U.S. Open offered
$90 million last year while
Wimbledon paid out 53.5 mil-
lion pounds ($72.51 million)
and the Australian Open a rec-
ord A$111.5 million ($80.06 mil-
lion) this year.

Sabalenka said the players
deserved more prize money.

"When you see the number
and you see the amount the
playersare receiving... I feel like
theshowisonus.Ifeel like with-
out us there wouldn't be a tour-
nament," Sabalenka added.

Heinrich Klaasen (L) and Shreyas lyer. FiLE/CREIMAS FOR BCCI

Very few have done it consist-
ently. Suryakumar Yadav was
one. Glenn Phillips another.
Klaasen was not the desig-
nated number four for Sunrisers
last year. Nitish Kumar Reddy
was, and the biggest issue he
faced was timing — either tak-
ingtoolongtoget goingor start-
ing before he'd read the pitch.
Klaasen, with his experience,
fitted into the position right
away. Against Kolkata Knight
Riders, with theteamin trouble,
he made 52 off35. Against Luck-
now, 62 off41—each timebuild-

ing from nothing, calm head
down, laying foundation forthe
overs that followed.

Some questioned his strike
rate during those innings.
Klaasen's answer was clean:
"T've been indifficult situations,
and then you have to take re-
sponsibility and be mature
aboutit. You can'tjust deal with
it, and that's not how the game
works. I don't care about strike
rate. You just have to find differ-
ent ways to score ten runs, en-
suring you still post a good
score.”

Then, when Sunrisers
needed him aggressive from
ball one, against Mumbai In-
dians he made 65 off 30.
Against Delhi Capitals, 37 off13.
He had turned a dial rather
than changed a philosophy.

While Klaasen had to move
from low gear to high, Iyer had
to move the other way — from
number three down to four —
and recalibrate entirely. Unlike
Klaasen, who already had the
power and needed to work on
strike rotation, Iyer had to add
power, to match the youngsters
around him getting blistering
starts. "The way they hit the
ball, they clear the boundary so
easily —itrubsinto me as well,"
he said early in the tourna-
ment. He also wanted to domi-
nate immediately. "Tjust like to
dig into the bowlers when the
chips are down. I don't want to
getintothat mindset where the
bowler gets onto me.” His three
innings — 69 off 33 against
Sunrisers, 66 off 35 against
Mumbai, 71 off 36 against Delhi

— all came in chases, when
Punjab were hunting large to-
tals and the required rate was
already climbing. He didn't
wait for the game to slow down.
Heranatit.

The two share one visible
similarity despite their con-
trasting routes to the position:
a strike rate of 139 for Klaasen
and 136 for Iyerin their first ten
deliveries. Neither charges out
immediately. They take a few
balls, read the pitch, read the
situation — then shift. Once
they do, Klaasen maintains a
similar tempo against both
pace and spin: 155 and 159 re-
spectively. Iyer, who usually
goeshard atspinners, hasbeen
harder on pace this season —
174 against pacers, dropping to
156 against spin.

Different instincts, different
routes. The outcomes have
been similar enough to keep
both teams in contention for
the playoffs.

(Withinputs from

Lalith Kalidas)

Rickelton: The
weightlifter from
Johannesburg

Ryan Rickelton has been a shining light for Mumbai Indians. creimas

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, May 5

NEIL MCKENZIE has known
Ryan Rickelton since before
either of them had heard of the
IPL. What he remembers first is
not a cricket shot but a weight
rack."He was a weightlifter at
around 14, but like many South
African kids, he was multi-
skilled," McKenzie, former
South Africa batter and mentor,
tells The Indian Express.

"He played squash, a lot of
other sports, and that helped
him massively. That base of
strength and core stability from
weight training has helped his
power and balance. He's always
been very disciplined about his
training. Probably one of the fit-
test and strongest guys you'll
find. It all accumulates into a
well-balanced athlete, and that
shows in how robust he isin the
middle.”

That robustness has been
Mumbai Indians' one fixed point
in an otherwise dissolving sea-
son. Rohit Sharma has played
three matches, a hamstring
keeping him out. Suryakumar
Yadav has not found form.
Hardik Pandya has not consist-
ently delivered. Three wins in
ten matches, playoff qualifica-
tion hanging by a thread. Rick-
elton, the wicketkeeper-bats-
man from Johannesburg, has
scored 380 runsin eight matches
at a strike rate 0of190.95 — and
done it without a wobble.

Partofitisaground thatsuits
him. After his 83 against Luck-
now Super Giants, Rickelton ex-
plained why the Wankhede feels
like home. "Coming from Johan-
nesburg, the Wanderers, where
you get a lot of similar pace and
bounce.Ididn'tbelieveitat first,
butIreally enjoy it. There's nice
paceinit, you get great value for
shots, and the ball really flies
here. I've adapted my game
around this venue. If I can have
agood firm base here, I'm quite
happy.”

The comfort has been most
visible on the leg side. Against
KKR, 62 percent of hisrunscame
through mid-wicket and long-
on—thepick-upshot, the whip,
good-length deliveries redi-
rected before bowlers could ad-
just. Against SRH, where he
made123,itwas76 percent. Any-
thingon his padswas punished;
when they tried tomove the ball
away, he found the same zone

Hewasa

weightlifter at
around 14, but like
many South African
kids, he was multi-
skilled. He played
squash, alot of other
sports, and that
helped him.”

NEIL MCKENZIE,
FORMER SOUTH AFRICA CRICKETER

anyway. Even against LSG, 61
percent came from that area.
Three innings, same answet.

McKenzie points to one shot
Rickelton has quietly made his
own. "Theflickover fineleg. He's
using the bowler's pace, getting
inside the line, and picking up
that back-of-a-length ball. Or if
it's slightly fuller, he's strong
enoughtojustflickit over fine or
square leg." Deliberate work,
now looking like instinct.

The adaptation runs deeper
than one ground or one shot.
"Ryan has adapted really well.
He's worked hard on his spin
play and adapting to different
conditions. If you want to play
international cricket, you have
to adjust everywhere, and he's
done that." The mental side has
been worked on too. "In T20
cricket, you sometimes value
your wicket too much when
you've gotastrong first-class rec-
ord. He's learned to back his at-
tacking instincts and adapt that
mindset really well.”

What McKenzie keeps
comingbacktois simpler. "He's
arun-getter. He loves scoring
runs and finds a way. He's not
scared to ask questions. He
knows his game really well and
is always looking to improve.
Youwon'tfind aharderworking
cricketer in too many places.
That's what good players do.”

In a season where MI have
searched for steadiness at the
top, Rickelton hasnot needed to
search for anything. He has
simply batted.

© KVARATSKHELIA: PSG’S X-FACTOR

Bayern’s nightmare, raised in the congested lanes of Thilisi

Sandip G
New Delhi, May 5

APPLES AND geniuses share
an eternal bond. Issac Newton
is said to have discovered the
phenomenon of gravity by
watching apples fall in an or-
chard. Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
found the solution to an age-old
inconvenience with the help of
apples in his orchard. The
ground, a converted farmland,
he played during summers in
his ancestral home in Tsalen-
jikha, Georgia, had aniron gate
with sharp edges, resembling
the head of aspear, on oneside.
His father, competent enough
to play in Azerbaijan’s top
league, warned him of the
edges that had torn numerous
footballs in his childhood. His
son glanced around the
ground, plucked a few apples
and stuck those into the pro-
truding spikes.

The father marvelled at his
son’s ingenuity. The solution
was in plain-sight for several
generations. Butittookachild’s
observation to find it. Years
later, fans, managers, col-
leagues and defenders mar-
velled at Kvaratskhelia’s wis-
dom to find simple solutions to

complex problems. He sees the
paththatnoonesees, he charts
theroute that no onevisualises.
He zips the balls through chan-
nels that exist only in his vision.
The PSG man’s opponents in
the Champions League semifi-
nal, Bayern Munich, knows the
key to reaching the final lies in
locking the man who flows
through the turf like a smooth
but unstoppable stream.

He flooded them twice, with
two beauteous goals in the first-
leg. The first would haunt them
as the worst nightmare. He
ambled down the left-flank —
he never runs — slid infield,
dribbled past the left-back
Josip Stanisié, as if he didn’t
exist, then spread hisbody and
curled a low short into the bot-
tom right past two pairs of out-
stretched legs cannoning onto
him and a third just standing
hypnotised at an artiste from a
different era. Kvaratskhelia be-
longs to time when football was
less processed and mechanical,
but more flair and free-spirited,
the milieu of short shorts,
skinny legs and low-hung
socks. The hairis unruffled, the
movements are without ex-
treme athletic violence, the de-
meanour is un-hubristic.

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia will play a crucial role in the away leg . ReuTers

He leaves his markers with
hollow eyes and scarred hearts.
Like Aston Villa’s Axel Disasi
last year. With the fresh legs
and enthusiasm, he hurtled
into the Georgian, who merely
rolled his right foot over the ball
and swivelled his snake hips to
the right. Disasi’s attempted
tackle met the Parisian air and
he slumped backwards. When
Disasi turned his head back,
Kvaratskhelia had slithered
beyond his reach and launched
a missile into the near top
corner of the near post.

In moments as these, the

moniker Napoli fans struck on
him, Kvaradona, after their
most famous player Diego Ma-
radona, doesn’t sound hyper-
bolic. His arrival in Napoli was
no accident either. His father,
Badri, idolised the Argentine.
“From the time I was little, my
father always has been always
talking about Maradona like a
God,” hewrote in Players’ Trib-
une. “So when my agent told
me Napoli wanted me to come,
Iwas so happy. But my father?
Unbelievable. My father says,
“You cannot say no to Napoli!
You cannot say no to Mara-

Kolkata

dona’sclub!” Sowe didn’t think
too much. No debate.”

His own idol, though, was
his father. Some of his goals
were videographed in VHS tape
he rewatches frequently. “If
somebody was speaking about
Messi or Ronaldo, I'd say, “No,
no,no... My fatherisbetter. Iwill
show you the videos,” he wrote.

But unlike his father’s idol,
hekeepshimselfatanarm’sdis-
tance fromscandals. It’s perhaps
because he can’tbetaken offthe
field. In Dinamo Thilisi’s acad-
emy, he snuck out of his bed to
train alone in the night. The
guards would oblige, and soon
they would be his friends and
nocturnal spectators. He once
overheard seniorsridiculing his
frail physique. He felt like crying.
But he held his tears back and
told himself: “T have to show
them that I can play good (foot-
ball).” “My mentality goes hard
then. It was motivation. And it
made me good,” he penned.

He took this mentality to
Naples and Paris. Luis Enrique
callshimawarrior. Hisbackline
colleagues praise his contribu-
tions in defending. In the first
leg against Bayern Munich, he
made three significant defens-
ive contributions and won five

of the 10 duels on the ground.
Hedefendslike heis “crazy hun-
gry” asmanager Enrique had in-
structed him. He is his own
man, but operating within the
collective identity of his team.
He is grounded, doesn’t strut
with the aura of a superstar
when he is with the national
team. “I consider myself a
simple person," Kvaratskhelia
oncetold BBC Sport. "I try tostay
grounded, listen to my family,
and always rememberwhoIam
and where I come from.”

He embodies the freshness
of the Caucasus ranges, where
hishometown is; his close con-
trol and dribbling in tight
spaces owes to the congested
lanes and alleys of urban Tbi-
lisi, where he lived in a nonde-
script house in a Soviet-era
apartment block. “It was like
four buildings. In the centre of
these buildings was our “sta-
dium.” Butonly hard concrete.”
Heavy falls broke his knees. So
he learned not to fall even
under the heaviest challenges.
“You learn to escape the de-
fender’s slightest touch,” he
wrote. It was ingenuity again.
As it is now; and as it was that
day the idea of the apple struck
him.
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INTERVIEW: SATWIKSAIRAJ RANKIREDDY & CHIRAG SHETTY

‘Wouldn’t want kids to play badminton...
sad to see we are not a sporting nation yet’

Top doubles pair opens up about
the frustration of going unnoticed
despite world-topping feats

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, May 5

HS PRANNOY rues that the
Thomas Cup isn't called the
‘World Cup’. Chirag Shetty says
they don't expect airport re-
ceptions, just basic appreci-
ation by Indians for a tough
medal won. Satwiksairaj Ran-
kireddy is determined he
won'tlet his kids play badmin-
ton - the apathy he witnessed
after India returned with a
bronze medal, as well as gold
in 2022, has broken his heart.

Through a media interac-
tion facilitated by SAI, and
another later thatincluded Chi-
rag-Satwik together, India's fi-
nest doubles pairing, spoke of
what is rankling them so in-
tensely.

Excerpts:

Satwik, what prompted
your post that 'nobody
cares'aboutIndia winning
aThomas Cup bronze
medal this time?

Satwik: I never share any-
thing usually. Ilet go of things.
But this time, I exploded.
Someone has to speak up. It's
okay if I'm seen as the villain.
In thelast sixmonths, I've been
thinking that do only people
who do bad things become

popular. (When we crave ap-
preciation), as players, we
don't want big things. No, we
don't want prize money. Even
ifakid walks up tous and says,
'Bhaiyya you played well or we
want a picture with you', we
are happy.

What triggered this?
Satwik: We were at the air-
port, taking a seven-hour flight
back from Germany to Hydera-
bad. Nobody even asked us
who we are, what medals we
have won. There were so many
Indians, many Telugus. We
were wearing Thomas Cup jer-
seys. But everyone was busy
with IPL, politics, whatever.
Same thing when we won gold
in 2022. We should have cel-
ebrated much more. People
don't realise these chances
might not come again. Itisvery
tough to win the Thomas Cup,
even medalling istough. When
we landed at the airport, all the
players were just booking cabs,
Prannoy, Srikanth, Dhruv. No-
body around seemed to notice.
My friends came to pick me up,
but I felt really sad looking
around at that airport scene —
top athletes trying tobook cabs.

Chirag, your thoughts?
Chirag: It was that feeling
that'stillnobody cares.' See, we

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (L) and Chirag Shetty were part of India’s Thomas Cup triumphin 2022. riLe

never expected people would
come to the airport to receive
us. Last time when we won, we
were well received, we met the
PM, and we were felicitated. But
theway it should be celebrated,
itwasn't. Those who watch bad-
minton appreciate it, but the
general publicjust doesn't know
the magnitude of the 2022 win.
Makes me sad that we are not
yet a sporting nation. There's
only alittle that the government
and the federation can do. Their
schemes are terrific. But the
sporting ecosystem doesn't cel-
ebrate achievements.

Satwik, what does this do
to your morale?

Satwik: When Chirag's
dancing celebration reel went
viral, I was happy. But I re-
membered how somebody
plays some random thing, and
it gets 1million followers. And
I ask myself, 'Why?' Here we
are fighting to win, and if we
getinjured, there'sno replace-
ment for us. We play without
support and under immense
pressure in team events. But
even a title was not enough
last time. Again this time. I
told Prannoy I'll not let my kid
play badminton. If you are
strong mentally, you'll man-
age, but otherwise it's really
tough to keep going on like
this (with a large part of the

country oblivious to our per-
formance). Frankly, at the
Hyderabad academy, we were
felicitated, and that small bou-
quet and cake cutting was
enough. We don't expect any-
thing grand.

Do you think pre-tie
selection discussions or
even criticism is actually a
good thing - that people
care enough to talk about
badminton?

Satwik: Those who watch
and are really genuine do put
out good tweets. [ even kept
screenshots because I would
feel good. But in February, at
the Asian Team Champion-

ships in China, I needed to
leave after three matches, be-
cause there was a pujaat home
for my father's death anniver-
sary. There were social media
comments about, "how could
hejustleave the team?" These
things stay in your head and
really affect badly. Not all
youngsters are going to be
strong, and will struggle badly.
I left Twitter (now X), might
leave Insta too. And I'm happy
that way. Even this time, they
said, 'Why can't you beat
France and why are you shoot-
ing reels after bronze?' I
wanted to say, even we wanted
gold. We are more disap-
pointed than any of you. But I
decided not to get into it.

Satwik, why were you not
in the dancingreel of
Chiragthatbecame
popular? You didn'tlike
the steps?

Satwik: That was the only
argument I had with Chirag
this time. We had been in the
stadium for 4-5 hours, and
were to take a bus to the hotel
at 7pm and the flight at 3am. I
was tired, so I told them let's
shoot it later. The thing is, I
wanted to finish packing and
have a free mind.

Chirag: Prannoy sent the
trend to me, and we decided to
go ahead with it. We dragged
Ayush (Shetty) when he was
returning from laundry and
made him dance. Now, some
people (Satwik) are angry, and
sitting in the corner sulking
about missing out.

City blink first, title
now in Arsenal’s hands

Reuters
Liverpool, May 5

MANCHESTER CITY'S Pre-
mier League title hopes were
dealt a crushing blow on Mon-
day as they dropped precious
points at Everton, relying on Je-
remy Doku's strike deep in in-
jury time to salvage a 3-3 draw.

City, with 71 points from 34
games, trail leaders Arsenal by
five points but with a game in
hand after a chaotic contest
that saw Everton fight back
afterpunishinga costly defens-
ive error from City's Marc
Guehi.

City now need Arsenal --
who have 76 points after 35
games -- to stumble in one of
their final three games to keep

Erling Haaland looks oniin
disbelief after Everton score. ap

in control after Doku bent a
beautiful strike into the top
corner that keeper Jordan Pick-
ford had little chance of saving.

their chances of But Guard-
lifting the troph . iola's men un-
alive.g o Cttynowneed ravelled in the
"It's better Arsenal to second half. It
than losing. stumbleinoneof started when
(But) it's not in their ﬁnal three Barry  inter-
our hands," cepted Guehi's
Guardiola told ga!nes to keep horrific  pass
SkySportsabout ~ theirchancesof  bvack to goal-
the title race. h"ftingthe trophy keeper Gianluigi
"Before it was, alive. Donnarummato
now it's not. We : level in the 68th
have games left. minute.
We will see what happens."” The offside flag originally

Guardiola's men looked to
be heading towards defeat, and
City's travelling fans had al-
ready streamed toward the
exits with their title dreams in
tatters when Doku, who also
scored City'sopener inthe 43rd
minute, fired into the top
corner fromthe edge of the box
in the 97th minute.

Theequaliser capped awild
second half that featured a
Thierno Barry double and a
goal from Jake O'Brien.

City had goneinto the break

went up, but since the ball was
not passed to Barry by a team-
mate, the goal was given.
O'Brien headed home a corner
to give Everton the lead in the
73rd minute and Barry com-
pleted hisdoublein the 81st after
another defensive mistake.

"It's always a pleasure to
play against a big team like
Manchester City," Barry said.
"We had to settle for a draw so
we need to keep pushing be-
cause there are three games
left."

3blunders,1win
mark Gukesh’s start

Hans Niemann reacts to Gukesh pressing his clock while two pieces
were still rolling on the board. SCREENGRAB VA SAINT LOUIS CHESS CLUB YOUTUBE

Amit Kamath
Mumbai, May 5

ON A wild opening day at the
Super Rapid and Blitz Poland
tournamenton Tuesday in War-
saw, world champion D Gukesh
drew a game against Alireza Fi-
rouzja, who he was winning,
then lost a game to Hans Nie-
mann, which was heading to-
wards a draw and finally ended
his day by winning a game
against Jan-Krzysztof Duda,
where he was under significant
pressure.

Three blunders - not all by
Gukesh -decided the fortunes of
the world champion on the first
day of the rapid and blitztourna-
ment in Warsaw. But the big talk-
ing point of the day came when
the 19-year-old was locked in
battle against Niemann in round
2. When making his knight hop
on the e7 square on his 27th
move, Gukesh, already under se-
vere time trouble at that point,
knocked over Niemann’s queen.
When he tried to pick up the
queen, he accidentally knocked
over a pawn as well. With his
time running down to just two
seconds, Gukesh hit the clockto
prevent himself from getting
flagged. Atthat point, two of Nie-
mann’s pieces werestilldownon
the board.

The American grandmaster
hauled over the arbiterwhogave
him an extraminute, butdid not
forfeit Gukesh.

“I personally think it should
be a forfeit. But it's not my job to
decide,” Niemann told Saint
Louis Chess Clubin an interview
after the day’s games were over.

Niemann pointed out thatat
the World Rapid and Blitz
Championship in Doha, there
wereinstancesof players getting
handed forfeits because they
had knocked over the piecesand
then reset the clock before they
had arranged the pieces in the
right squares. Not that it mat-
tered. With Niemann already up
on the clock and then receiving
one additional minute as per
tournament rules, Gukesh con-

tinued to duel both the Ameri-
canand his clockbefore making
the game-deciding blunder on
move 51 (51. Ke4) where he
moved hiskingtoe4, thusallow-
ingNiemann’shfile pawntoad-
vance down the board and his
knight on g4 on a perfect square
to offer protection. Gukesh re-
signed on move 53.

This was his second blunder
of the day from Gukesh. In the
first game against Firouzja, Gu-
kesh had squandered awinning
position in a single move, too.

Since becoming the world
champion in December 2024,
Gukesh has shown remarkable
improvement in the rapid
format. And it seemed like he
was destined to beat Firouzja. By
the 29th move, Gukesh had
seized control of the game with
black pieces. By move 32, he had
three additional pawns on the
board. By move 40, Alireza
would have started entertaining
thoughts of waving the white
flag of surrender.

Both players made inaccur-
acies, but Gukesh maintained a
two-pawn advantage and his
edge on the eval bar. But on the
68th move, when Firouzja cap-
tured Gukesh’srookand offered
up his own, Gukesh took the
rook with the wrong piece: he
opted to take with a pawn in-
stead of with his bishop, which
turned out to be a game-chang-
ing error. After 20 more moves,
the game ended in a draw.

Duda held an edge from the
26th move, and despite inaccur-
acies, hisedge never slipped. But
ablunder on move 40 allowed
Gukesh to put his king under
duress. The Polish GM ulti-
mately resigned on move 45.

The day saw only two
players, Gukesh’s world cham-
pionship challenger Javokhir
Sindarovand Niemann, stay un-
beaten after three rounds. Wed-
nesday will see Gukesh and Ja-
vokhir Sindarov square off for
the first time since the Uzbek
GM confirmed his spot in the
world championship asthe chal-
lenger.

VanForeest
downs Carlsenin
Classicalchess

Mayank Chaudhary
New Delhi, May 5

IT WAS pitch black. Jorden van
Foreest woke up in total panic,
unaware of hiswhereabouts. The
alarmwasdeafeningand hehad
noideawhatwasgoingon. Afire
alarm and just 45 minutes of
sleep. That was the chaotic be-
ginning to the Dutch Grand-
master’sday inthe Swedish town
of Malmo, the venue of the TePe
Sigeman Chesstournament. van
Foreest, along with the rest, was
evacuated fromthe hotel, onlyto
learn later that it was a false
alarm. “T had no idea where the
hell Tam and it was completely
pitch black in my room and the
sound wassoincrediblyloud,” he
told chess.com.

The man who woke up in
complete “panic and disorien-
tation” wasn’t aware then, but
the daywas about todeliver the
biggest win of his career as he
took down Norwegian World
No.1Magnus Carlsen just a few
hourslater. Awild fourth round
tie between van Foreest and
Carlsen carried the same sense
of panic, with the evaluation bar
forced todance with each move
in the endgame. Beating
Carlsenisone thing. Outplaying
him in classical chess, that too
intheendgame, remainstheul-
timate goal for most. Wielding
the white pieces, van Foreest
and Carlsen ventured into the
Sicilian Najdorf. Carlsen tookan
early eight minute think on just
the sixth move. By the eighth
move, he allowed an exchange
of queens. Then burnt 25 min-
utes on a move. Half his clock
was already gone.

The white pieces began en-
joying more space on the board.
Carlsen'sblack pieces, suddenly
lacked the right squares. Then
came Van Foreest's 21st move,
knight to c6, brought his piece
dangerously close to Carlsen's
king. Carlsen faced a brutal
choice. He could capture the
knight, but that would mean los-
ing his cornered rook. He was
forced totake the knightanyway.
Van Foreest was now a pawnup.
The game had entered rare ter-
ritory. Carlsen sat in an inferior
position with lessthan two min-
utesleft on his clock. Van Foreest
still had over 13 minutes. What
followed was Carlsen's signature
long grind, the kind where he
usually churns water into wine.
But this time, the Dutch kept
grinding too.

The game ebbed and flowed
for the next 60 moves, seem-
ingly heading toward another
shared spoil. But then came a
final mistake on the 86th move
from Carlsen.
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STATEMENT OF STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2026

The Board of Directors of Hero MotoCorp Limited (‘the Company”) at its meeting held on May 05, 2026, approved the audited (standalone
and consolidated) Financial Results of the Company for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2026.

The Financial Results are available on the website of Stock Exchange at www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com and also on the

Company’s website at https://www.heromotocorp.com/en-in/company/investors/annual-report.html?key1=quarterly-results and can be
accessed by scanning the QR Code.

\* Hero

Date: May 05, 2026
Place: New Delhi

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Note: The above information is in accordance with Regulation 33 & 47 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulation, 2015

Dr. PAWAN MUNJAL
Executive Chairman
DIN: 00004223

Key Parameters

Quarter ended March 31, 2026

Year ended March 31, 2026

Rs. 12,797 Crores

Rs. 46,830 Crores

Consolidated

A 26%

Rs. 1,474 Crores

Standal
andalone A 29% A 15%
Revenue from
ti
Financial operations Consolidated Rs. 12,978 Crores Rs. 47,411 Crores
Highlights onsolidate A 30% A 16%
Standalone Rs. 1,401 Crores Rs. 5,268 Crores
30% 14%
Profit after A 30% A 14%
Tax (PAT)

Rs. 5,776 Crores
A 32%

Dividend: The Company has declared a final dividend of Rs.75 per equity share. Previously, the Company paid an interim dividend of Rs.110 per equity share during the year.
This aggregates to a total dividend of Rs.185 per equity share for the FY 2025-26.

Hero MotoCorp Ltd. - Regd. Office: The Grand Plaza, Plot No.2, Nelson Mandela Road, Vasant Kunj- Phase-Il, New Delhi- 110070. | CIN NO. L35911DL1984PLC017354 e Visit www.heromotocorp.com
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