
10,000 prisoners,
including foreigners to be released from jails in 
Vietnam, to mark its recent parliamentary elections
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Supreme Leader’s adviser accuses US prez of betraying democracy
White House 

indicates Trump is 
close to deciding on 

a deal; final pact 
yet to be reached, 

says Iran

DUBAI

AN adviser to Iran’s Supreme 
Leader on Saturday accused 
US President Donald Trump 
of  “betraying diplomacy”, as 
uncertainty persisted over a 
possible agreement between 
Washington and Tehran to end 

their conflict. Mohsen Rezaei, 
a former commander of  the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, said Trump was “be-
traying diplomacy for the 
third time” by maintaining a 
naval blockade and imposing 
conditions on negotiations.

“By continuing the naval 

blockade and making excessive 
demands in negotiations, he has 
once again proven that he 
is not inclined toward ne-
gotiation and is pursuing 
other objectives,” Rezaei 
wrote on X.

His remarks came as the Unit-
ed States reiterated that it was 

prepared to resume military ac-
tion if  necessary. Speaking at a 

defence summit in Singa-
pore, US Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth said 
Washington was “more 
than capable” of  restart-

ing the war, while US Central 
Command said American forces 

remained “present and vigi-
lant” across the region.

The White House has signalled 
that Trump is close to deciding 
on a proposed framework for a 
deal. However, Tehran denied 
that a final agreement had been 
reached. US sources told AFP 
that the framework was awaiting 

Trump’s approval following a 
White House Situation Room 
meeting on Friday. Trump has 
said any agreement must meet 
his key conditions, including a 
commitment by Iran never to de-
velop nuclear weapons and the 
reopening of  the Strait of  Hor-
muz. Agencies

Iran preparing 
‘grand’ funeral  

for Khamenei
TEHRAN: Iranian authorities 

are preparing for a “grand” 
state funeral for slain 

supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, months after 

plans were delayed by the 
war with the United States 

and Israel, state media 
reported on Friday. A special 

headquarters has been set 
up to organise the 

ceremony, though no date 
has been announced. 

Officials said preparations 
were under way for a large 

public turnout once the 
funeral is formally 

scheduled.

Agencies warn of 
fuel crunch as 

shipping falters
WASHINGTON: The heads 

of the International 
Monetary Fund, World Bank 

and International Energy 
Agency warned of growing 
risks to global fuel security 

if oil shipping through the 
Strait of Hormuz does not 

return to normal.Global oil 
inventories depleting at 

record pace due to Iran war 
The agencies also warned 

that rising energy and 
fertiliser prices were 

disproportionately 
affecting lower-income 

countries and threatening 
food security.

Israel pounds Lebanon, issues 
evacuation alerts despite talks
ADLOUN

ISRAEL’s air force and 
artillery struck areas 
close to a strategic moun-
tain housing a Crusader-
built castle in southern 
Lebanon on Saturday as 
fighting raged in villages 
close to the southern city 
of  Nabatieh.

Israel’s military issued 
evacuation warnings for 
more than a dozen vil-
lages in southern Leba-
non, a day after Lebanese 
and Israeli military offi-
cials held their first di-
rect talks in decades at 
the Pentagon.

The situation in south-
ern Lebanon was dis-
cussed during a meeting 
Saturday between Leba-
non’s president and 
prime minister who said 
in a statement later that 
they will intensify their 
contacts to make Israel 
stop demolition and bull-
dosing of  homes and his-
torical sites as well as its 
evacuation warnings.

Lebanon’s state-run 
National News Agency 
reported Israeli air-
strikes and artillery 
shelling near the Crusad-
er-built Beaufort castle 

that is about 15 kilom-
eters (9 miles) from the 
Israeli border and over-
looks wide parts of  south-
ern Lebanon. The strate-
gic castle was held by 
Israeli troops for 18 years 
until they withdrew from 
Lebanon in May 2000.

Israeli troops have been 
advancing for days in vil-
lages close to the castle, 
including Yohmor and Za-
wtar al-Sharqieh near the 
city of  Nabatieh after 
they crossed the strategic 
Litani River, which the Is-
raeli military has used as 
a de facto boundary. Large 
areas to the south are un-
der Israeli military con-
trol, despite an April 17, 
US-brokered ceasefire. 

NNA reported airstrikes 
on different parts of  
southern Lebanon in-
cluding in the village of  
Ansar that killed three 
people. A drone strike on 
a road linking the village 
of  Ebba with Nabatieh 
wounded two Lebanese 
soldiers, the army said in 
a statement.

Hezbollah said its fight-
ers fired rockets at north-
ern Israel’s largest city, 
Kiryat Shmona, on the 
border with Lebanon. 
The group said its attack 
was in retaliation for air-
strikes that killed civil-
ians in Lebanon. Hezbol-
lah later said it also fired 
rockets toward the north-
ern city of  Safed. AP

Smoke rising after an Israeli  air  strike on the village of Maifadoun  |  AFP

(Top) Screen grab shows two men 
being hugged after they were 
rescued; (inset) a rescue team 
freeing a man trapped inside a 
semi-submerged cave in central 
Xaysomboun province, northeast of 
the capital Vientiane |  AFP

10 DAYS ON, FIVE 
RESCUED FROM 

LAOS CAVE
VIENTIANE

FOUR more men trapped in 
a semi-submerged Laos cave 
for 10 days were freed on Sat-
urday, rescuers said, after 
one was successfully brought 
to the surface a day earlier, 
but two remained missing.

Lee Kian Lie, a Malaysian 
rescue diver, told AFP via 
Messenger that the four 
were freed after water was 
pumped out of  the cavern.

A video he took from the 
scene showed teams under a 
makeshift tent attending to 
four people lying on stretch-
ers and covered with ther-
mal blankets.

“Important they already 
out,” Lee said. He declined to 
speculate on the condition of  
the two who remained unac-
counted for. The Thailand 
Rescue Diver Facebook page 
said in a post that “rescue of-
ficials were able to bring out 
four more people trapped” at 
about 3.10 pm (0810 GMT) on 
Saturday. “A total of  five peo-
ple have now been rescued, 
while two remain missing,” it 
said.

Seven men had been 
trapped in the cavern in a re-
mote mountainous area of  
central Xaysomboun prov-
ince since May 20, when 

flash floods stranded them 
as they searched for gold, 
early state media reports 
said. They were trapped af-
ter heavy rains triggered 
flash flooding that blocked 
the exit of  the cavern. Five 
of  the men were located 
alive on Wednesday, hud-
dling in a narrow shaft 
around 984 feet from the cave 
mouth. Rescuers guided a 
bedraggled and muddy man 
over unsteady ground to 
safety on Friday. 

Water pumped from cave
Rescue efforts had focused 
on pumping out the monsoon 
flood waters that trapped the 
men. Rescuers had expressed 
optimism earlier on Satur-
day about their chances of  
freeing the four. Lee, part of  
a specialist cave-diving team, 
said hopes were rising as wa-
ter was pumped out and sup-
plies sent in. 

There was no update on 
the two people still unac-
counted for. The Lao Saychai 
Foundation posted a video to 
its Facebook page on Satur-
day of  the man rescued the 
day before, identified only as 
Meud, who said the two miss-
ing men had gone about 500 
metres deeper into the cave 
than he had. AFP

Hegseth backs Pacific 
allies, strikes softer 
tone on Beijing
SINGAPORE 

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth assured Pa-
cific allies on Saturday that Washington re-
mained committed to the region, but toned down 
previous comments calling China a threat.

Speaking to a group of  world leaders, diplo-
mats and top security officials at the Shangri-La 
defense conference in Singapore, Hegseth said 
that the region “has profound implications for 
US security and prosperity” and that Washing-
ton’s priority was to “achieve a lasting and fa-
vorable balance of  power in the Pacific.”

It was his second time addressing the forum, 
hosted by the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies. Last year, he raised the ire of  Beijing by 
warning of  rapidly developing threats from Chi-
na, particularly its aggressive stance toward Tai-
wan. He said China is actively training daily to 
take Taiwan.

This year, however, the meeting comes only 
about two weeks after Donald Trump visited Chi-
nese leader Xi Jinping in Beijing, following which 
Trump called Xi a “great leader” and said that 
they were going to have a “fantastic future togeth-
er.” Hegseth, who was with Trump in Beijing, 
said the two leaders had agreed that China and 
the US should “build a constructive relationship 
of  strategic stability, based on fairness and reci-
procity, reaffirming that while our nations will 
vigorously protect our respective interests, we 
can secure practical, mutually beneficial agree-
ments where our interests align.” AP

KABUL

A truck carrying Afghan refugees returning 
from neighbouring Pakistan overturned on a 
highway in eastern Afghanistan on Saturday, 
killing at least 22 people and injuring about 36 
others, most of  them women and children, of-
ficials said. The accident occurred in Laghman 
province on the main highway linking Kabul, 
the Afghan capital, with Nangarhar province, 
said Abdul Malik Niazai, the spokesperson for 
the provincial governor. He said among the dead 
were 10 children and five women. 

The provincial director of  public health. 
Aminullah Sharif, said 22 people were killed and 
about 36 injured. He said the accident occurred 
when the truck fell into a ditch after the driver 
fell asleep. The passengers were among thou-
sands of  Afghans who recently returned from 
Pakistan, which launched a crackdown on mi-
grants in 2023, and has since deported or pres-
sured many to leave. 

Iran also intensified expulsions of  Afghan mi-
grants around the same time. Since then, mil-
lions of  Afghans have returned home from the 
two countries. AP

22 dead as truck 
carrying refugees 
crashes in Afghan


