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BEIRUT

Israeli drone strikes on south-
ern Lebanon on Tuesday killed 
eight people, including two 
children and their father, a day 
after US President Donald 
Trump said Israel and the mili-
tant group Hezbollah agreed to 
dial back fighting. Hezbollah, 
which is backed by Iran, con-
tinued launching dozens of  
projectiles and drones toward 
Israeli soldiers in southern 
Lebanon and civilians in 
Israel.

The ongoing hostilities — de-
spite Trump’s announcement 
and a nominal ceasefire that 
began in April — are deepening 
displacement for Lebanon’s 
conflict-weary population. 
They also are a significant 
sticking point in negotiations 
to extend a ceasefire in the US-
Israeli war in Iran, as the Is-
lamic Republic wants any such 
deal to end fighting in Lebanon, 
too.

Two semiofficial Iranian 
news agencies reported on 
Tuesday that the country cut 
off  communication with medi-
ators facilitating the ceasefire 
talks.

Another round of  talks be-
tween Israel and Lebanon be-
gan on Tuesday in Washington, 
where Lebanese negotiators 
are set to seek a full ceasefire 
that will prevent future attacks. 
The talks began in April and 
were the first in more than 
three decades between the 
countries, which have no for-
mal diplomatic relations. Hez-
bollah has rejected direct talks, 
counting on pressure from 
Iran.

The planned talks come days 

after Israeli ground troops 
made their deepest incursion 
into Lebanon in 26 years and 
Israel then threatened to strike 
Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
causing panic in the Lebanese 
capital as thousands fled.

Israel vows retaliatory strikes
Israel warned Tuesday that its 
US ally would not restrain it 
from striking Hezbollah’s bas-
tions in Beirut’s suburbs if  the 
Iran-backed group continues to 
target northern Israeli towns.

“If  Israeli towns continue to 
be attacked, we will evacuate 
and strike the Shiite Dahiyeh 
quarter in Beirut, Hezbollah’s 
stronghold,” Defence Minister 
Israel Katz told a conference.

“The United States endorsed 
this principle and conveyed it 
to the Lebanese government 
and all relevant actors.”

Trump hails talks, rebukes Bibi
“There will be no troops going 

to Beirut, and any troops that 
are on their way have already 
been turned back,” Trump 
said, after what he described as 
a “very productive” call with 
Netanyahu, later adding in a 
social media post that he hoped 
Israel and Hezbollah would 
stop fighting “for eternity!” Ac-
cording to Axios, however, 
Trump called Netanyahu 
“fucking crazy” and accused 
him of  putting Iran peace talks 
at risk.
“Likewise, through highly 

placed representatives, I had a 
very good call with Hezbollah, 
and they agreed that all 
shooting will stop  — that Israel 
will not attack them, and they 
will not attack Israel,” Trump 
said.� Agencies

KYIV

Russia launched hundreds of  
drones and dozens of  missiles 
against Kyiv and other Ukrain-
ian cities overnight, killing at 
least 18 civilians and wounding 
131 others, authorities said 
Tuesday. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has escalated 
Moscow’s aerial campaign in 
recent weeks in an apparent 
bid to take advantage of  
Ukraine’s shortage of  US-made 
air defense systems and per-
suade an increasingly pessi-
mistic audience at home that 
Moscow is prevailing in the 
4-year-old war.

Emergency rescue crews dig-
ging through the wreckage of  
apartment buildings pulled out 
the bodies of  a 3-year-old child 
as well as those of  a woman and 
her 8-year-old son in the central 
Ukrainian city of  Dnipro, offi-

cials said. The attack stretched 
past dawn, with explosions re-
verberating across cities. Offi-
cials said 12 people were killed 
in Dnipro and six in Kyiv.

Residents of  the capital have 
been on edge for days after Rus-
sia warned last week that a mas-
sive aerial attack was coming 
and told foreign diplomats to 
leave. 

None appeared to heed the 
call and no embassies immedi-
ately reported damage Tuesday.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy appealed for 
more US and European support, 
describing the massive over-
night attack as “an explicit state-
ment by Russia: If  Ukraine is 
not protected from ballistic mis-
siles and other missile strikes, 
those strikes will continue.”

At least 79 people were 
wounded in the capital, emer-
gency services said. � AP
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Russia intensifies 
aerial assault on 
Ukraine, 18 killed

Ceasefire hopes bleak as Israel, Hezbollah 
clashes continue despite Trump intervention
Fourth round of US-mediated Israel-Lebanon talks opens in Washington with demand for full truce topping the agenda

Smoke rises from an Israeli  airstrike that hit Qlaileh village, as it  seen from the 
southern port city of Tyre, Lebanon |  ap

Rubio says Iran 
open to nuclear 
talks, Khamenei 
alive and active
WASHINGTON

Secretary of  State Marco Ru-
bio says he is optimistic about 
the potential for a resumption in 
nuclear talks with Iran despite a 
shaky ceasefire in the war look-
ing increasingly in doubt.

Rubio told lawmakers on 
Tuesday that the Iranians have 
agreed to negotiate on nuclear 
points that they had not been 
willing to address in the past 
but would not offer an assess-
ment on what those talks might 
produce. “I think there are indi-
cations out there that he is in-
creasingly engaging at some 
level,” Rubio told the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee. “They 
have agreed to negotiate aspects 
of  their nuclear program that 
just a month ago, just a year ago, 
they were refusing to even men-
tion,” Rubio said. � AP/pti

Hormuz turmoil disrupts 
Afghan trade routes
KABUL

Afghanistan is facing severe trade disruptions after 
border closures with Pakistan and conflict around the 
Strait of  Hormuz blocked its two main supply routes. 
Aid agencies and businesses have been forced to re-
route shipments through Central Asia at far higher 
costs. The World Food Programme said nutritional sup-
plements for malnourished women and children have 
run out, forcing clinics to turn people away. Traders 
reported freight costs soaring several-fold, with some 
shipments stranded for weeks. While over 60% of  Af-
ghanistan’s trade now passes through Central Asia, 
businesses warn prolonged disruptions could cripple 
imports, exports and humanitarian operations. The 
disruptions have also affected humanitarian aid 
deliveries.


