
A KI-TRCM
YK

THE HINDU 

3Saturday, May 23, 2026
Kochi Region

T
he General Educa-
tion department is
preparing to invite

applications for Plus One
single-window admission
from May 25.

A �nal date is yet to be
con�rmed since the num-
ber of seats in some dis-
tricts is fewer than the
number of students who
have completed SSLC.

At present, 3,60,844
higher secondary seats,
33,000 vocational higher
secondary seats, and over

30,000 seats in polytech-
nic and ITIs are available in
the State, according to the
department.

However, 4,10,456 stu-
dents became eligible for
higher studies this year.

A proposal has been
submitted to the govern-
ment for allowing marginal
seat increase of up to 30%
and continuing the batches
temporarily sanctioned
and those shifted to the
Malabar region as had
been done in the past. Ho-
wever, a government order
will have to be issued, sub-
ject to Cabinet rati�cation,

to e�ect the seat increase
in time for students to sub-
mit their applications.

Last year, the increase
in seats from marginal seat
increase and shifting of
batches came to more than
80,000.

However, with Plus Two
result declaration on May
26 and Bakrid on May 28,
another date is also under
consideration – May 29.
This is also so that SSLC re-
valuation results can be an-
nounced ahead of �rst al-
lotment which will allow
the updated marks of stu-
dents to be entered in time

for the allotment.
The trial allotment is ex-

pected to be published on
June 8. 

Allotments
This will be followed by
three allotments in the
main phase. Classes could
start in the �rst week of Ju-
ly. A supplementary allot-
ment will also be held.

The o�ce of the Minis-
ter is also keen that admis-
sions begin on May 25 and
the process hitherto fol-
lowed is observed and no
student is denied Plus One
admission.

Plus One admissions likely 
to commence from May 25
At present, 3,60,844 higher secondary seats, 33,000 vocational higher secondary 

seats, and more than 30,000 seats in polytechnic and ITIs are available in the State 
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K. Prakash Babu, a Central
Secretariat member of the
Communist Party of India
(CPI), on Friday launched a
sharp attack on Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, ac-
cusing him of cowardice
for blocking the X account
of a digital satire collective
named “Cockroach Janata
Party.” The collective had
emerged online to protest
remarks likening unem-
ployed youth in the coun-
try to “cockroaches.”

Mr. Babu was speaking
while inaugurating the
90th anniversary celebra-
tions of a May Day rally and
the observance of S.A.
Dange Day, held in the run-
up to the national general
council meeting of the All
India Trade Union Con-
gress, scheduled in Thris-
sur from June 1 to 3.

Mr. Babu alleged that
Mr. Modi, preoccupied
with serving “American
imperialist interests,” has
forgotten millions of poor
workers in India. He ac-
cused the Prime Minister
of surrendering India’s so-
vereignty to the U.S. and
waiting for approval from
the American President
even while formulating de-
velopment policies for the
country.

“India’s dignity is being
mortgaged before the glo-
bal community. The coun-

try is being pushed to-
wards an unprecedented
economic slowdown,
while fascist tools are being
used to strengthen capital-
ism,” he said. He further
claimed that the govern-
ment is attempting to wea-
ken organised labour and
trade union movements.

‘Insulted the people’
Referring to the incident
involving a Norwegian
journalist, Mr. Babu criti-
cised Mr. Modi for walking
away without answering a
question on why journal-
ists in India are not given
opportunities to ask ques-
tions. “By doing so, he in-
sulted not just the journal-
ist, but the people of
India,” he said.

He also alleged that In-
dia has been turned into an
“electoral autocracy” un-
der Mr. Modi. Raising con-
cerns over citizenship poli-
cies, Mr. Babu claimed that
more Indians have been ex-
cluded through adminis-
trative processes than
through the Citizenship
Amendment Act, and
warned that only a united
public response could
counter such develop-
ments. The meeting was
presided over by CPI Thris-
sur district secretary K. G.
Sivanandan. Veteran trade
union leaders from the dis-
trict associated with AITUC
were honoured on the oc-
casion.

Modi afraid of satire:
K. Prakash Babu 
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Cattle chaos

Stray cattle block the road in front of the Thrissur Collectorate posing a threat to motorists and

pedestrians alike. K.K. NAJEEB

The Central University of
Kerala (CUK) has com-
menced the registration
process for admission to
postgraduate (PG) pro-
grammes for the academic
year 2026–27. Candidates
who have appeared for the
Common University En-
trance Test (CUET-PG) con-

ducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) are
eligible to apply.

The online registration
is open on the University
website www.cukerala.a-
c.in and will remain active
until June 10, 2026. The
provisional rank list will be
published on June 19. Can-
didates may submit grie-
vances, if any, on June 22
and 23. 

The �rst phase of admis-
sion for all categories will
be held from June 20 to 30.
The second phase will take
place on July 2 and 3, fol-
lowed by the third and �-
nal phase on July 6 and 7.
Classes for the academic
year will commence on Ju-
ly 9.

For details, visit
www.cukerala.ac.in or
contact 046722309467.

CUK announces PG admissions
The Hindu Bureau
KASARAGOD

Even as the newly elected
United Democratic Front
(UDF) government is pre-
paring to launch free travel
for women on KSRTC bus-
es from June 15 under its
‘Five Indira Guarantees’
scheme, several commu-
ters are of the view that
fare-free transit alone is in-
su�cient without address-
ing the lack of basic safety
measures and better hy-
giene and sanitation at bus
stations for women.

Although KSRTC depots
do provide toilets and rest-
ing areas for women, the
services are rarely used
due to poor maintenance.
Unhygienic washrooms re-
main a problem, especially
for women travelling long
distances.

According to Tanisha
Kumareshan, a nutritionist
and a former national table
tennis player from Kozhi-
kode, most toilets at bus
stands are unhygienic and
lack clean water. She also
suggested that all KSRTC
buses be equipped with
functional CCTV cameras
and proper surveillance
systems to improve wo-
men’s safety. “During tour-
naments, I have had to tra-
vel alone on buses at night,
which made me feel un-
safe. Safety measures like
these can make women
feel more secure,” Ms. Ku-
mareshan said.

‘Heavily congested’
Sunitha Jyothi Prakash, 55,
a public relations o�cer
from Kozhikode, said the
KSRTC depot in Kozhikode
is heavily congested and
requires better infrastruc-
ture. 

“Despite multiple com-
plaints in the past regard-
ing its poor facilities, noth-
ing has improved,” she
alleged.

“There is no air�ow in-
side the building. The
place feels su�ocating,”
said Aleena Siby, a student
from Palakkad.

“Resting areas designat-
ed for women are very rare
at KSRTC stations. While
travelling at night, I have
found it inconvenient,”
said S. Aishwarya, 26, a stu-
dent from Wayanad. She
added that the lack of
proper waiting and resting
areas makes late-night tra-
vel unsafe for female
passengers.

Apart from safety and
sanitation, passengers also
pointed out the absence of
CCTV cameras both inside
the buses and in waiting
areas, as well as a low num-
ber of female conductors
and security personnel.

Women ask
KSRTC to
provide better
sanitation,
security

Haleemath Rizwana S.A.
KOZHIKODE

Thrissur Rural Police have
arrested two men for alleg-
edly assaulting a village of-
�cer and a village assistant,
obstructing them from dis-
charging o�cial duties,
and attempting to run
them over with a tipper
lorry, near Vallachira, in
Thrissur district.

The arrested have been
identi�ed as Mithun, 42, of
Venginissery and Nishil, 27,
of Pazhuvil. The police also
seized the JCB used for ille-
gal soil excavation, the tip-
per lorry used for tran-
sporting the soil, and the
car belonging to the
accused.

The incident occurred
around 5.15 pm on May 20
near the Vallachira Village
O�ce. According to the
police, village o�cer Shi-
nod, 49, and village assis-
tant Shaji, 55, questioned
the accused upon noticing
illegal loading of soil into a
tipper lorry. This allegedly
led to the accused assault-
ing the o�cials and ob-
structing their duties.

During the altercation,
the �rst accused allegedly
drove the lorry towards the
o�cials in an attempt to
run them over. However,
both managed to escape
unhurt by moving away in
time. However, their scoo-
ter and motorcycle were
damaged in the impact.

Two held for assault
on village o�cer
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Timings

KOZHIKODE

SATURDAY, MAY. 23

RISE 06:03 SET 18:44

RISE 12:23 SET 00:20

SUNDAY, MAY. 24

RISE 06:03 SET 18:45

RISE 13:14 SET 01:02

MONDAY, MAY. 25

RISE 06:03 SET 18:45

RISE 14:01 SET 01:41

0
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All set for school

A family shopping for school essentials at a shop on High Road in Thrissur on Friday ahead of the reopening of schools K.K. NAJEEB

A Bench of Justice A. Bad-
harudeen has recused it-
self from hearing petitions
challenging the election to
the Lok Sabha of Congress
MPs Priyanka Gandhi Va-
dra and K.C. Venugopal,
from the Wayanad and
Alappuzha constituencies,
respectively.

The petitions were post-
ed before the Bench on
Thursday after a Bench
presided over by Justice K.
Babu ceased to hear the
matter after his retirement
from service on attaining
superannuation. With the
Bench of Justice Badharu-
deen recusing itself from
hearing the petitions,
another Single Bench
would consider the peti-
tions on May 25.

In her petition challeng-
ing the election of Ms.
Gandhi, Navya Haridas,
the BJP candidate from
Wayanad in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, alleged
that Ms. Gandhi sup-
pressed vital information
regarding assets owned by
her and her family, thereby
misleading voters and in-
�uencing their electoral
choice. Mr. Venugopal’s
election was challenged by
A.M. Ari�, his rival candi-
date from the Alappuzha
constituency, alleging cor-
rupt practices.

Judge recuses
from hearing 
poll petitions
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The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) [CPI(M)]
has condemned reports of
the United Democratic
Front (UDF) government
considering to put an end
to the LIFE housing mis-
sion launched by the Left

Democratic Front (LDF)
government. The State will
witness a massive protest
movement if this "political-
ly motivated and anti-peo-
ple" step is not withdrawn,
said the statement.

However, Minister for
Local Self-Governments
K.M. Shaji has denied the
reports. He said that the

UDF government has not
made a decision to discon-
tinue to the project. No
step will be taken without
conducting a proper study.
Under the LIFE Mission,
�ve lakh houses have be-
come a reality, while more
than one lakh houses are in
various stages of construc-
tion. Along with this, more

than two lakh families with
land are waiting to get
houses in the next phase. 

According to the CPI(M),
LIFE bene�ciaries and the
order of priority were �nal-
ised after giving special
consideration to the weak-
er sections and after dis-
cussions at the gram sab-
has and panchayats. 

CPI(M) warns of massive stir over
alleged move to scrap LIFE Mission
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The Thiruvananthapuram
City cyber crime police
have arrested a 47-year-old
man in connection with an
online share trading fraud
case in which over ₹1.19
crore was allegedly swin-
dled from the victim.

The police identi�ed the
accused as Ramesh of Kan-
nadi in Palakkad. He is sus-
pected to be the master-
mind behind the scam. A
Kadakampally native was

purportedly defrauded of
the large sum through mul-
tiple transactions.

According to o�cial
sources, the fraudsters be-
friended the complainant
through the social media
by falsely claiming to re-
present a reputed U.K.-
based investment compa-
ny. They allegedly said that
investing in online trading
would double the returns.

The victim transferred
money online to bank ac-
counts provided by the
fraudsters.

One held for ₹1.19-cr.
‘online trading fraud’
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Till not so long ago, V. Re-
ji’s day kickstarted with tea
from a wayside shop, once
he �nishes the early morn-
ing trips in his autorick-
shaw. Through the course
of the day, he used to have
at least four more. Now, he
has cut it down to a maxi-
mum of two. With the pric-
es of tea going up in most
shops in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, due to a massive hike
in commercial cooking gas
prices, he has been �nding
it di�cult to keep his habit
going.

“I drive a CNG-powered
autorickshaw. The prices
of CNG have gone up in re-
cent weeks. Added to this
is the hike in the prices of
tea as well as most other
food items in restaurants.
As autorickshaws have a
�xed rate, we cannot in-
crease them when our ex-
penses go up. However,
prices at tea shops and res-
taurant are unregulated.
They are also helpless, but
there should be some regu-
lation,” says Mr. Reji. His
plight is shared by a large
number of daily wage
workers, students and

even those with mid-level
incomes.

On May 1, State-owned
oil marketing companies
increased price of 19-kg
commercial cylinders used
in tea shops and eateries
by almost ₹1,000, from the
previous price of around
₹2,300. Come June 1, Mil-
ma will also hike milk pric-
es by ₹4/litre.

Symbolic value
In Kerala, tea shops have a
symbolic value as a shared
space for the coming to-
gether of people, with
heated exchange of opi-
nions on everything under
the sun. The hike in tea
prices has come as a sort of
dampener for these regu-
lar tea drinkers.

One of the hardest hit
groups have been the food
delivery workers, who
have long working days
and are dependent on tea
shops and restaurants for
much of the day.

“Since our daily targets
are steep, with a require-
ment of at least 27 deliver-
ies, most of us get out of
our house by 6 a.m. We de-
pend on restaurants for
not just tea, but everything
from breakfast to dinner.

The steep hikes have left
our budgets in disarray,”
says Ameer, a food delivery
worker.

Students are another
group who are feeling the
pinch. Anjana Radhakrish-
nan, a Civil Services aspi-
rant studying at a coaching
institute here, says the tea
and food prices are a major
concern.

“Tea drinking became a
habit once I began classes
at the institute. One advan-
tage of tea is that it is the
cheapest of refreshing bev-
erages available. However,
we are now thinking of cut-
ting down on the number
to save money,” she says.

Vinod Kumar, a gym
trainer, is concerned that
prices of food items are not
reversed when gas prices
fall. Tea prices have gone
up in Technopark as well
as in the cafes that dot Kaz-
hakuttam, where IT com-
panies are located.

“In Kazhakuttam, you
can get tea for anywhere
between ₹15 to ₹25. The
price of ‘Boost’ has gone
up to ₹70. The authorities
should regulate the pric-
es,” says Johnson K. Joshi,
employee at an IT compa-
ny.

Piping hot tea is slowly
getting out of reach

S.R. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

V. Reji, Vinod Kumar, Johnson K. Joshi, and Anjana Radhakrishnan are among those a�ected by rising

food prices. 
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Minister Bindu Krishna has
taken charge of an incredi-
bly diverse and challenging
set of portfolios, oversee-
ing Women and Child De-
velopment, Labour, Ani-
mal Husbandry, and Dairy
Development. The Kollam
MLA says she is under no
illusions about the scale of
the task ahead, and these
departments must be ag-
gressively restructured
from the ground up to en-
sure optimum e�ciency.

As she is stepping into
o�ce at a time when the la-
bour landscape is undergo-
ing a massive shift, the Mi-
nister is prioritising a deep
and empirical study into
how these changes will im-
pact existing working envi-
ronments. “With the intro-
duction of the Labour
Codes, we are facing a lot
of structural di�culties on
the ground. We are in the
process of formulating our
State-speci�c rules. There
is a serious, tangible im-

pact on our existing work-
ing environments. It is a
highly sensitive matter,
and I intend to study this
impact so we can devise ef-
fective strategies to protect
our workforce,” she says.

Workers’ welfare
A similar urgency marks
her approach to the wel-
fare of guest workers as the
Minister points out that re-
sidential quarters of inter-
State labourers in most
places remain in truly de-
plorable conditions. “As
Keralites, we are highly
conscious of personal hy-
giene and quality of life.
But their living conditions
are not good enough. To
address this disparity, we
are considering dedicated
housing schemes and wel-
fare measures for them.
The focus will be compre-
hensive and we will take
measures to safeguard the
dignity of all labour sec-
tors,” she says.

Her commitment to en-
sure the welfare of work-
force takes on a deeply

emotional and personal re-
sonance when it comes to
the cashew sector. For Ms.
Krishna this is not merely a
policy matter as her own
mother was a cashew
worker. The Minister says
she is determined to brain-
storm with experts to ex-
plore every viable avenue
for its sustainable revival,
and promises targeted go-
vernment interventions
across all traditional sec-
tors currently facing �nan-
cial strain.

She adds that lack of
funds is a major issue
across all departments, es-
pecially Animal Husban-
dry. “I am being told that
even faculty and sta� at the

Kerala Veterinary and Ani-
mal Sciences University
are not receiving their sal-
aries on time. Department
o�cials claim it is due to an
acute shortage of funds.
For a State to have only one
dedicated veterinary un-
iversity, and to see that in-
stitution crippled by basic
operational struggles, is
unacceptable,” she says.

Yet, even as she drives
these Statewide reforms,
developing her home con-
stituency of Kollam re-
mains an uncompromised
priority. “I have already
scheduled a meeting with
the Health Minister to ad-
dress severe infrastructure
gaps at the district hospi-
tal, where a malfunction-
ing cath lab and a proble-
matic culture of referring
patients to the medical col-
lege have long frustrated
patients. Fast-tracking
pending bridge construc-
tions and reconstructing
broken roads to bring visi-
ble transformation to the
city will be another area of
focus,” she says.

Under no illusions about the scale
of the task ahead: Bindu Krishna
Navamy Sudhish
KOLLAM

Bindu Krishna T
he State Health de-
partment will place
travellers arriving

from countries �agged by
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and the Union
Health Ministry for report-
ing Ebola cases under
mandatory health surveil-
lance for up to 21 days after
their arrival in Kerala.

The State Rapid Res-
ponse Team, which met
here on Thursday under
the chairmanship of
Health Minister K. Mura-
leedharan, said the mea-
sure was being adopted as
an additional precaution.
O�cials clari�ed that no
Ebola cases have been re-
ported in India so far and
that there was no cause for
panic.

Travellers arriving from
Ebola-a�ected countries —

the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Uganda and
South Sudan — have been
directed to strictly follow
the special health guide-
lines issued by the Union
Health Ministry.

Symptoms
Passengers from these
countries have been ad-
vised to immediately re-
port to health authorities
at airports if they expe-
rience symptoms associat-
ed with Ebola, including
fever, fatigue, headache,
muscle pain, vomiting,
diarrhoea, sore throat or
bleeding.

Those who may have
had direct contact with
con�rmed or suspected
Ebola patients have also
been instructed to inform
health o�cials.

Passenger screening has
been strengthened at inter-
national airports and sea-

ports in the State. Isolation
wards and intensive care
facilities have also been
readied for those requiring
treatment or observation.

The Health Minister has
directed department o�-
cials to ensure timely train-
ing of health-care person-
nel in infection prevention
and control, use of PPE
kits, treatment protocols,
and critical-care
management.

Direct contact
Ebola is a severe viral hae-
morrhagic fever that
spreads through direct
contact with the bodily
�uids of infected persons
or contaminated materials.
It is not considered an air-
borne disease in normal
community settings.

The incubation period—
the time between exposure
and onset of symptoms—
ranges from two to 21 days,

which is why health auth-
orities typically monitor
travellers for 21 days.

Kerala has historically
adopted aggressive surveil-
lance measures for infec-
tious diseases because of
its high volume of interna-
tional travel, especially
from Gulf and African
countries. The State also
has a strong track record in
handling contagious dis-
ease outbreaks such as Ni-
pah and COVID-19 through
stringent surveillance,
monitoring, early detec-
tion and diagnosis.

Health o�cials said the
public health alert was in-
tended not to create alarm
but to raise awareness.
With four international air-
ports and heavy passenger
movement, they noted, it
can take less than 24 hours
for a viral outbreak in
another part of the world
to reach the State.

State to monitor travellers

from Ebola-a�ected nations
Surveillance to be in place for up to 21 days. State Rapid Response Team says measure is being

adopted as an additional precaution; passenger screening strengthened at international airports
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Heads of some State cultu-
ral institutions in Kerala
have shown reluctance to
step down from their posts
despite a directive from the
previous Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government to
their appointees to vacate
after the change in govern-
ment. Kerala State Film De-

velopment Corporation
(KSFDC) chairperson K.
Madhu is yet to resign.

According to sources in
the Culture department
and the Kerala State Chala-
chitra Academy, the �lm
body’s chairperson Resul
Pookutty and vice-chair-
person Kukku Parameswa-
ran tendered their resigna-
tion only two days ago,
after much delay. 

When The Hindu asked
Mr. Pookutty on Friday
whether he had resigned
on or intends to continue
in the post, he said he did
not want to comment. 

According to KSFDC
sources, Mr. Madhu was in
o�ce on Friday. Rumours
have been rife that at least
some of the current institu-
tion heads are seeking an
extended tenure.

Minister for Cultural Af-
fairs P.C. Vishnunadh told
The Hindu that quite a few
of the institution heads
have submitted their resig-
nations over the past cou-
ple of days.“As per the in-
formation I have, almost
every culture institution
head, except the KSFDC
chairperson, have submit-
ted their resignation. Some
names have come up as

suggestions to take up
these posts. A decision will
be taken only after discus-
sions and considering the
opinion of the Chief Minis-
ter,” said Mr. Vishnunadh.

In the past, whenever
there have been changes in
government, most of the
political appointees used
to immediately vacate their
posts. 

Poet K. Satchidanandan

had resigned from his post
as president of the Kerala
Sahitya Akademi on May 8,
soon after the election re-
sults were declared. Vice-
president Ashokan Charu-
vil had also stepped down. 

Mr. Satchidanandan had
said that it was “natural”
that people holding similar
posts vacate them follow-
ing a change in govern-
ment.

Despite govt. change, heads of a few cultural forums stay put
S.R. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala High Court has
orally asked why services
rendered by nurses are not
declared as an “essential
service”.

The court issued notices
to the Secretary, State
Council for Clinical Esta-
blishments; Secretary,
Health and Family Welfare
Department; and the Jubi-
lee Mission Hospital, Thris-
sur, in a petition �led by
the Kerala State United
Nurses’ Association, chal-
lenging the appointment of
unregistered persons as
nurses in Jubilee Mission
Hospital and Amala Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences,
Thrissur, during an ongo-
ing strike by quali�ed nurs-
es. 

The court orally re-

marked that it is not justify-
ing the action of the hospi-
tal or the association, and
that certain categories of
services such as doctors,
nurses, lawyers cannot go
on strike. While suggesting
that nurses go on strikes af-
ter their working hours,
the court sought the State
government’s stance on
the matter of nursing as an
essential service.

For fair wages
The petitioner then assert-
ed that only the petitioner
association is on strike and
there are other nurses who
are available. 

It added that one-third
of the sta� are working in
essential units.

The sta� nurses in the
two hospitals had gone on
strike in March, demand-
ing fair wages. 

Why is nursing not
‘essential service,’
asks High Court 
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim,

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and Lakshadweep. Heat

wave conditions likely at isolated places over Rajasthan, Delhi, Uttar

Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh 

CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala .....................6......35.0...... 26.4 Kozhikode ....................... —......32.4...... 24.6

Ahmedabad............. —......43.3...... 29.0 Kurnool .............................4......38.0...... 26.2

Aizawl .....................4.8......34.0...... 20.6 Lucknow.......................... —......42.4...... 28.8

Allahabad ................ —......46.2...... 26.4 Madurai ........................... —......39.4...... 26.7

Bengaluru................58......30.7...... 19.2 Mangaluru.......................10......32.2...... 25.6

Bhopal ..................... —......42.2...... 27.2 Mumbai ........................... —......34.5...... 29.0

Bhubaneswar .......... —......37.7...... 29.3 Mysuru............................. —......32.0...... 22.0

Chandigarh.............. —......40.6...... 27.8 New Delhi........................ —......43.3...... 29.3

Chennai ................... —......40.8...... 29.8 Patna............................... —......38.2...... 28.1

Coimbatore ............. —......34.4...... 25.6 Port Blair ...........................1......31.5...... 25.2

Dehradun................. —......39.6...... 25.9 Puducherry ..................... —......38.9...... 28.5

Gangtok .....................3......17.8...... 16.8 Pune ................................ —......39.2...... 27.5

Goa........................... —......34.8...... 27.8 Raipur.............................. —......44.4...... 31.0

Guwahati ...................3......34.0...... 26.2 Ranchi ............................. —......39.2...... 26.0

Hubballi ................... —......33.0...... 23.0 Shillong ........................... —......25.0...... 17.3

Hyderabad............... —......39.0...... 29.4 Shimla ............................. —......25.0...... 20.5

Imphal ..................29.3......32.6...... 21.7 Srinagar.............................5......25.5...... 13.4

Jaipur ...................... —......42.0...... 30.7 Thiruvananthapuram ..........15......30.9...... 25.0

Kochi........................13......30.0...... 24.4 Tiruchi ............................. —......39.7...... 28.4

Kohima .................... —......27.0...... 18.0 Vijayawada...................... —......42.6...... 31.0

Kolkata .................... —......37.2...... 29.7 Visakhapatnam................ —......36.5...... 30.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Singrauli,

Madhya Pradesh recorded

an overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 315

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Madikeri,

Karnataka recorded a

healthy AQI score of 20

Ahmedabad ..... .28 ..83 32 ..... 62 ...125 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .11 ..45 47 ...... — ...108 ......*

Chennai............ .18 ..10 81 ..... 43 ....56 ......*

Delhi ................. .20 ..79 87 ... 216 ...127 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .20 ..16 24 ..... 74 ....92 ......*

Kolkata............. ...9 ..32 46 ..... 64 ....69 ......*

Lucknow........... ...9 ..45 47 ... 160 ...126 ......*

Mumbai ............ .54 ..44 15 ..... 48 ....57 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..37 84 ..... 27 ....49 ......*

Visakhapatnam .21 ..54 15 ..... 71 ...151 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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Vice-President C.P. Radhakrishnan on Friday said
libraries must re-emerge as centres of knowledge
and creativity, while expressing concern over the
declining reading habits among the youth. A
society that stops reading gradually loses its
ability to think deeply, the Vice-President said at
an event in New Delhi where he released a book,
The Library Man of India-The Story of P.N.
Panicker authored by P.P. Sathyan and published
by Rupa Publications. 

Libraries must re-emerge as
centres of knowledge: VP 

Political activity in the rul-
ing Congress and opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party
in Karnataka is likely to in-
tensify in the coming days
with the noti�cation of
elections to four Rajya Sab-
ha seats from the State by
the Election Commission
of India on Friday. The
Congress is expected to
win three seats while the

BJP is likely to get one seat.
The election will be held

on June 18. Counting of
votes will be taken up on
the same day.

The elections have been
necessitated by the com-
pletion of the term of se-
nior leaders, including
former Prime Minister
H.D. Deve Gowda of the JD
(S), Leader of Opposition
in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge (Congress), and BJP
members K. Narayana and

Iranna Kadadi. Twenty-
four seats, from 10 States
across the country are fall-
ing vacant. In all, Karnata-
ka sends 12 members to the
Rajya Sabha. At present,
Congress has �ve mem-
bers, BJP has six, and JD(S)
has one member in the Up-
per House from Karnataka.

Future of Deve Gowda
The other topic of specula-
tion of the future of JD(S)
supremo H.D. Deve Gow-

da. The JD(S), which is an
ally of the BJP, does not
have the numbers to get a
candidate elected on its
own. It is to be seen wheth-
er the BJP would accom-
modate the nonagenarian
leader in the lone seat that
it is capable of winning. AS
per the sources, there has
been no discussions in the
JD(S) on this issue so far
and that the Congress is
trying to bring a balance
among the caste groups.

Political buzz to pick up in Karnataka
with noti�cation of RS polls to 4 seats
The Hindu Bureau 
BENGALURU

Telangana Rakshana Sena (TRS) chief Kalvakuntla
Kavitha was arrested on Friday during a protest
in front of the Secretariat against the State
government’s handling of the ongoing paddy
procurement issues. Leading a large
demonstration, along with TRS workers and
women supporters, Ms. Kavitha staged a sit-in
and symbolically poured paddy on the road to
highlight the plight of farmers allegedly su�ering
due to delayed procurement operations.

TRS chief Kavitha held over
protest on farmers’ issues

A 44-year-old man was sentenced to 60 days’
imprisonment by a court in Hyderabad,
Telangana, for allegedly harassing and ill-treating
his elderly parents, under the Naryanguda police
station limits. According to the police, G. Srinivas
had allegedly been harassing his aged parents,
following which they lodged a complaint. Based
on it, the Naryanguda police registered a case
under Section 70B of the City Police Act and
Section 115(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. 

Man sent to jail for harassing
elderly parents in Hyderabad

T
amil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister C. Joseph Vi-
jay on Friday con-

cluded the formation of his
Cabinet with the induction
of Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) MLA Vanni
Arasu (Tindivanam) and
Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) MLA A.M.
Shahjahan (Papanasam).

Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar admi-
nistered the oath of o�ce
and secrecy to the new Mi-
nisters at the Lok Bhavan
in Chennai, in the pre-
sence of Mr. Vijay and his
Cabinet colleagues. 

According to a Lok Bha-
van release, Mr. Shahjahan
would be the Minister for

Minorities Welfare. Mr.
Vanni Arasu would handle
the Adi Dravidar Welfare
and Hill Tribes portfolio,
and will be known as the
Minister for Social Justice.

With the induction of
Mr. Vanni Arasu and Mr.
Shahjahan, the Cabinet has

the sanctioned strength of
35 Ministers in the 234-
member House. 

Initially 10 members
On Thursday, 23 MLAs — 21
from the TVK and two
from the Congress — joined
the Cabinet, which initially

had 10 members. This is
the �rst time that the VCK
and the IUML have been
made part of the govern-
ment. 

Eight SC Ministers
With the induction of Mr.
Vanni Arasu, 55, who stu-
died up to Class XII, the
number of Scheduled
Caste members in the Cabi-
net has increased to eight.
Villupuram district has al-
so got representation in
the Cabinet. Hailing from
Thirumangalakudi in
Thanjavur district, Mr.
Shahjahan, 57, holds a Ba-
chelor of Science degree
from Jamal Mohamed Col-
lege in Tiruchi. He is also
the founder-secretary of
educational institutions in
Thirumangalakudi.

VCK’s Vanni Arasu, IUML’s
Shahjahan join T.N. Cabinet 

Vanni Arasu and A.M. Shahjahan

Shahjahan, Vanni Arasu will be Minister for Minorities Welfare and Minister for Social Justice

respectively; Vijay’s Cabinet now has 35 Ministers. VCK, IUML part of govt. for the �rst time

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI



A KI-TRCM
YK

THE HINDU 

14 Saturday, May 23, 2026
KochiBusiness

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday
injected ₹81,590 crore transient liquidity into the
banking system through a three-day variable rate
repo (VRR) auction. Transient liquidity is
temporary cash �ow �uctuations in a �nancial or
banking system, while a VRR auction is a
monetary tool used by the RBI to inject
short-term liquidity into the banking system. In a
release, the RBI said the funds were infused at a
5.26% cut-o� rate. The demand for funds still
remained lower than the noti�ed amount of ₹1
lakh crore despite the sharp drop in liquidity
surplus in the banking system. However, in
comparison with the previous auction conducted
on May 21, the demand was higher from banks in
Friday’s auction. Experts anticipate that the RBI
would announce another VRR auction to manage
evolving liquidity conditions. PTI

RBI injects transient liquidity
of ₹81,590 cr. via VRR auction

A
midst pressure on
the rupee and In-
dia’s foreign ex-

change reserves, the latest
data from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) shows
that the total amount of
money that left the coun-
try in March 2026 exceed-
ed in�ows by $11.7 billion.
This was the �rst month af-
ter the start of the West
Asia crisis.

The overall out�ow was
driven by the exodus of fo-
reign portfolio investors,
which overshadowed the
fact that net foreign direct
investment (FDI) was posi-
tive for the second consec-
utive month. 

That is, while net FDI
was $1.6 billion in March
2026, net foreign portfolio
in�ows stood at -$13.3 bil-
lion. Typically, direct in-
vestment involves money
�owing into growth-gener-
ating assets, while portfo-
lio investment refers to
money �owing into short-
to medium-term stock
holdings.

According to the RBI,
the out�ow of portfolio in-
vestments continued in
April and May.

The out�ow of dollars
from the country has si-
multaneously eaten into
the RBI’s foreign exchange
reserves and has led to the
depreciation of the rupee.

Over the full �nancial
year 2025-26, net FDI
stood at $7.6 billion, nearly
700% higher than in 2024-
25. This occurred despite
six out of the twelve
months experiencing more
direct investment �owing
out than in.

“During 2025-26, both
gross and net FDI in�ows
were higher than the pre-
vious year,” the RBI said in
its monthly bulletin for
April 2026.

“In March, net FDI re-
mained positive for the se-
cond consecutive month,
despite a deceleration in
gross FDI, on account of re-
latively low repatriation
and outward FDI.”

Gross FDI in March
2026, or the total amount
of direct investment enter-
ing the country that
month, stood at $6.2 bil-
lion, nearly 31% lower than
in February. However, this
�gure was 6% higher than
in March of last year.

On the other hand, total
out�ows inched up to $4.7
billion in March 2026 from
$4.5 billion in the previous
month. This �gure was
27% lower than in March
2025. Within the out�ows,
both repatriation by fo-
reign companies operating
in India and outward di-
rect investment by Indian
�rms decreased compared
with the previous year.

That is, the quantum of
money repatriated and dis-
invested in March 2026
stood at $2.3 billion, down
40% over March last year,
while outward FDI by In-
dian companies stood at
$4.7 billion, down by 27%.

The data, however,
showed that while net FDI
was positive in March
2026, net foreign portfolio
investments were signi�-
cantly negative. That is, fo-
reign portfolio investors
(FPIs) took out $13.3 billion
more from the Indian mar-
kets than they invested. 

March 2026 saw net
foreign investments
decline to -$11.7 bn 
RBI data show net FDI positive for second consecutive month in March;

portfolio investors withdrew more in March, April, May, than they put in

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

While India’s domestic de-
mand remains a key driver
of growth, the near-term
outlook for the economy is
“somewhat clouded” due
to supply side pressures
brought on by the West
Asia crisis, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said in a
new report.

“Domestic demand con-
tinues to be the key driver
of growth,” the central
bank said in its latest State
of the Economy report as a
part of its monthly bulletin
for April 2026.

“Although headline in-
�ation remains �rmly with-
in the tolerance band, the
pass through to domestic
prices needs to be moni-
tored,” it added. 

“The �nancial condi-
tions, crude oil prices and
capital �ows continue to
pose challenges to the ex-
ternal sector outlook.”

The central bank noted
that while e-way bills conti-
nued to hit double-digit
growth, and petrol and
diesel consumption conti-
nued to grow, overall pe-
troleum consumption fell
in April due to a sharp fall
in the consumption of
naphtha, LPG and other
petroleum products.

Similarly, higher tem-
peratures led to a sharp in-
crease in electricity de-
mand. “Demand remained
broad-based and support-
ed by rural markets,” the
RBI noted. “Automobile
sales in rural areas conti-

nued to grow at double di-
git in April, although show-
ing some sequential
moderation.” 

It added that due to the
increase in prices of avia-
tion turbine fuel, the air
passenger tra�c declined
further in April.

Labour market condi-
tions witnessed some mod-
eration in the January-
March 2026 quarter, with
the labour force participa-
tion rate and worker popu-
lation ratio declining along-
side a rise in the
unemployment rate.

On the supply side, the
RBI said that sowing in the
summer season has been
“progressing well”, sur-
passing the full season nor-
mal acreage and is higher
than the previous year. It
added that the acreage un-
der all major crops is high-
er, except for rice.

On the services front,
RBI said that the sector re-
mained resilient in April. 

However, it added that
while the Services PMI ac-
celerated, supported by a
boost in transportation ac-
tivity enabled by domestic
suppliers and new busi-
ness orders, the pace of ex-
port orders “displayed
weakness”, hit by the war
in West Asia and subdued
inbound tourism.

Demand driving
growth, but economic
outlook somewhat
clouded: RBI report 

‘Pace of export
orders displayed
weakness, hit by the
war and on subdued
inbound tourism’

The Hindu Bureau
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The Central Board of Direc-
tors of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday ap-
proved the transfer of sur-
plus of ₹2,86,588.46 crore
to the Central Government
as dividend for the ac-
counting year 2025-26.

This is an all-time high
surplus transfer to the go-
vernment, 6.7% higher
than the ₹2.69 lakh crore
transferred in the previous
year. This was after taking
into consideration the cur-
rent macroeconomic fac-
tors, the �nancial perfor-
mance of the bank and
maintenance of appro-
priate risk bu�ers, the cen-
tral bank said. 

The board, at its 623rd
meeting held in Mumbai
under the chairmanship of
Reserve Bank of India Go-
vernor Sanjay Malhotra,
decided to transfer
₹1,09,379.64 crore towards
the contingent risk bu�er
(CRB) for FY26 as against
₹44,861.70 crore in the pre-
vious year, and maintain
the CRB at 6.5% of the size
of the RBI balance sheet.

The central bank’s
board reviewed the global
and domestic economic
scenario, including risks to
the outlook.

The board deliberated
on the annual accounts of
the Reserve Bank for FY26. 

The gross income of the
central bank increased by
26.42% over the previous
year, while the expendi-
ture before risk provisions
increased by 27.6%.

RBI board
approves
transfer of
₹2,86,588 cr.
surplus to govt.

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

LTM (formerly LTIMind-
tree) has on Friday o�ered
to acquire Randstad’s tech-
nology and consulting ser-
vices business in France,
Germany, Belgium, Lux-
embourg and Australia,
cumulatively representing
over $500 million in an-
nual revenue.

The acquisition, for
cash consideration of €160
million, is likely to be com-
pleted by Q3FY27 and ex-
pected to expand LTM’s
presence in key markets
across aerospace and de-
fence, automotive, utilities
and BFS. 

The deal would enable
local domain expertise and
complementary regional
capabilities in domain-dri-
ven digital engineering, cy-
bersecurity and IoT.

The pact would also in-
volve a �ve-year IT services
partnership to drive AI-en-
abled transformation of
Randstad’s India Global
Capability Centre and a
strategic talent MSP to sup-
port LTM’s expanding glo-
bal workforce.

“The proposed agree-
ment is aligned with our
�ve-year strategy to build a
more resilient, diversi�ed,
balanced portfolio,” said
Venu Lambu, CEO & MD.

LTM o�ers €160 mn
for Randstad units

Venu Lambu

The Hindu Bureau
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As AI becomes central to
workforce strategy, Indian
employers are prioritising
practical, AI-ready skills
across general industry
and the technology sector,
said Nasscom in a report it
prepared in collaboration
with Indeed, a global job
search and hiring platform
based in Texas.

Accordingly, Cloud and
infrastructure integration,
Gen AI and LLMs, includ-
ing prompt engineering,
MLOps and deployment
data analytics and visuali-
sation emerged as top skills
in demand in the technolo-
gy sector.

As per the analysis, em-
ployers are now actively
hiring across three AI cate-
gories: AI engineering and
development, operations

and enablement and in-
frastructure and data sys-
tems, while Python, ma-
chine learning, Azure,
TensorFlow, and AI are the
most in-demand skills for
AI-related roles. Whereas
for software engineering
roles, employers are prior-
itising skills that include
Agile, APIs, Git and com-
munication skills.

The report suggests em-
ployers are seeing a rise in
hiring for AI-related roles,
with BFSI and telecommu-
nications emerging as lead-
ers in this area. There is a
103% rise in internship
postings in India.

‘Firms giving priority
to AI-ready skills’

Insights are based on
data taken from 1,215
employers and 2,593
employees across
industries in India
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Aggressive intermediary-
led competition is hurting
pro�tability across the gen-
eral insurance sector, said
consulting �rm Praxis Glo-
bal Alliance in a report reit-
erating insurance regulator
IRDAI’s growing concerns
over rising commissions
and weakening underwrit-
ing discipline by general in-
surance companies.

The report comes days
after IRDAI Chairman Ajay
Seth �agged the sector’s
“structurally high-cost” na-
ture and warned against
excessive dependence on

intermediary-driven distri-
bution models.

Intermediary-led
According to the report, al-
most 80% of insurance bu-

siness in India remains in-
termediary-led through
agents, brokers, bancassu-
rance partnerships and
OEM channels, resulting in
intense competition for
distributor mindshare.

“Honestly, a lot of
growth today is just being
bought through commis-
sions,” the report quoted a
senior insurance executive
as saying. The report noted
commission growth out-
paced premium growth
across private, PSU and
standalone health insurers
after the revised Expense
of Management (EOM) fra-
mework came into e�ect in
2023.

Aggressive intermediary-led
competition hurting general
insurers’ pro�tability: report
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

’Most growth is coming via

commissions.’ 

Repco Home Finance Ltd.,
a Chennai-headquartered
retail housing �nance com-
pany, reported a 3.2%
year-on-year rise in net
pro�t for the fourth quar-
ter ended March 31, 2026
to ₹129 crore.

Total income rose 7% to
₹454 crore while net inter-
est income increased 16%
to ₹207 crore. Loan sanc-
tions grew 25% to ₹1,320
crore and disbursements
22% to ₹1,186 crore.

Gross non-performing
assets improved to 2.55%
from 3.26% while net NPAs
were 1.17% against 1.32%.

Repco Home
Finance Q4
net rises 3.2%
to ₹129 crore
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The rupee rose for the second consecutive
session on Friday to close sharply higher at 95.60
against the U.S. dollar on softening of crude oil
prices and supposed intervention by the RBI.
Forex traders said markets found some comfort
after comments from U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio hinted that diplomatic talks linked
to the Iran situation were moving in a
constructive direction. Moreover, positive
domestic equities and a decline in U.S. treasury
yields also supported the rupee. At the interbank
forex market, the rupee opened at 96.30 against
the U.S. dollar and stayed �rm during the
intraday. At the end of the trading session, the
rupee was quoted at 95.60, higher by 76 paise
from its previous close. On Thursday, the rupee
rebounded 50 paise from its all-time closing low
to settle at 96.36 against the U.S. dollar. PTI

Rupee rises 76 paise to close
at 95.60 against U.S. dollar
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