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Two inmates at Kovai prison 
booked for assault on warder
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

TWO inmates at the Coimbatore 
Central Prison were booked in a 
fresh case for allegedly assaulting a 
prison warder, who has been admit-
ted to Coimbatore Medical College 
Hospital with injuries. This marks 
the second assault involving in-
mates at the prison within a week.

According to police, the inmates 
have been identified as Jayamani 
Kumar and Anand, both convicted 
prisoners around the age of  40. On 
Thursday, when three inmates, in-
cluding Anand and Jayamani Ku-
mar, were in the 29th block area, 
another remand prisoner was 
speaking to his advocate. Prison 
rules prohibit interaction between 
remand and convicted prisoners on 
the jail premises. Thus, when some 
of  the convicts were allegedly seen 
interacting with the remand pris-
oner, a Grade II constable on duty, 

Vellaipandi, questioned the former.
Subsequently, the warder report-

ed the incident to the prison super-
intendent, who conducted an in-
quiry. Infuriated over the 
inquiry, the two inmates 
alle gedly attacked 
Warder Vellaipandi, 
who was immediately 
admitted to Coimbat-
ore Medical College 
Hospital, said sources. 
Based on Vellaipandi’s 
complaint, the Race-
course police registered 
a case and initiated an 
investigation.

Sources said the two 
suspects were trans-
ferred to the Coimbatore 
Central Prison around two 
months ago as part of  disciplinary 
action. Jayamani was shifted from 
Palayankottai Central Prison, while 
Anand was moved from Cuddalore 

Central Prison.
This is the second such incident 

reported from the Coimbatore Cen-
tral Prison in the past week. 

Earlier, a group of  five pris-
oners was shifted to 

other prisons for al-
legedly assaulting 
one K Karthi (35), the 
prime suspect in the 
sexual assault and 
murder of  a 10-year-
old girl near Sulur.

Sources said a de-
tailed inquiry into the 

assaults is being 
conducted under 
Prison Superin-

tendent Senthil Ku-
mar. Also, prison au-

thorities are reviewing 
security measures inside high-secu-
rity blocks, with officials warning 
action against those violating pris-
on rules.

Annamalai’s 
initiative gains 
traction as BJP 
cadre jump ship
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

FOLLOWING former BJP state 
president K Annamalai’s an-
nouncement of  a new political 
movement, several BJP cadre 
and functionaries have joined 
h i s  “ We  t h e  L e a d e r s ” 
initiative. 

Several BJP functionaries, 
including former Coimbatore 
South district president K Vas-
antharajan, who was denied a 
ticket during the Assembly 
elections, and present district 
president R Chandrasekar quit 
the saffron party and joined 
Annamalai’s movement. Out of  
22 mandal presidents in Coim-
batore South district, 14 have 
resigned from the BJP, along 
with their supporters, to join 
the new outfit.

While addressing mediaper-
sons on Friday, former BJP 
Coimbatore district president 
Balaji Uthama Ramasamy -- a 
known Annamalai loyalist -- 
along with his supporters, 
backed the new initiative, 
which he called an “alternative 
political force” to all parties. 

He said that 
the future of  
Tamil Nadu 
politics would 
see a direct 
competition 
between TVK 
leader Vijay 
and Annama-
lai ,  adding 

that the supporters would fi-
nancially assist Annamalai in 
running his outfit. “After An-
namalai resigned from the BJP, 
we also quit the party and 
joined this new organisation. It 
is not just BJP members; a 
large number of  the general 
public, people from various po-
litical parties, and even mem-
bers of  the ruling party, are 
joining us,” he added. 

On electoral plans, Balaji 
said, “Annamalai had already 
announced that his outfit would 
contest in general elections; 
whether it is a by-election or a 
local body poll is yet to be de-
cided. Even though Annamalai 
has not officially announced 
his policies, we have an under-
standing of  what he will 
declare.” 

Further, Balaji said the party 
Annamalai is set to launch 
would have “people-centric pol-
icies” and that everything 
would be “transparent as the 
cadre and the public would 
fund the party”.

ONE MAN ARMY
Contract workers of the Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation engaged in clearing water 

hyacinth from Krishnampathy Lake in Coimbatore on Friday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

50-year-old pillion rider of bike taxi killed in road accident
Coimbatore: A 50-year-old man was killed in a road accident on Thursday while 
returning home on a bike taxi. He was killed after the bike taxi in which he was travelling 
was knocked down by a truck at Chinthamanipudur junction. Police have identified the 
deceased as Senthilvelu (50), a resident of Teachers Colony. Senthilvelu had gone to a 
place near Sulur on Thursday. He booked a ride back to his residence using a ridesharing 
service. At Chinthamanipudur traffic signal, a truck that came from behind knocked 
down the two-wheeler when the rider attempted to make a right turn. Police said
Senthilvelu died on the spot, and the rider suffered injuries. Police shifted the body to 
the Government Medical College and ESI Hospital for a postmortem.  ENSE
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As many as 10 Bangladeshi nationals were 
arrested from Palarivattom, Kochi, on Thursday 
evening for allegedly residing illegally in Kerala 
without valid travel or identity documents
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DMK MP slams 
TVK govt over 
med seat issue
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

DMK MP P Wilson slammed the 
state government for failing to con-
test a Supreme Court order that di-
rected the surrender of  152 super-
specialty medical seats to the All 
India Quota (AIQ), depriving in-
service government doctors of  
opportunities.

Addressing mediapersons in 
Ooty on Friday, he said the state 
government’s inaction led to the 
Supreme Court order on May 29, 
which was issued based on a writ 
petition filed by an individual. 

“The Supreme Court had previ-
ously upheld 50% in-service reser-
vation for doctors working in gov-
ernment hospitals to strengthen 
healthcare services in the state,” he 
said. 

Wilson compared the current sce-
nario with 2022, when seats were 
surrendered because there were no 
takers after two rounds of  
counselling. 

“This time, nearly 97 in-service 
doctors have applied, but they are 
unable to secure seats due to high 
percentile cut-offs. Super-specialty 
seats are created with state funds 
and clinical material from Tamil 
Nadu patients. Allowing students 
from other states to occupy these 
seats would mean they would even-
tually serve elsewhere, while local 
doctors ready to serve the state are 
being denied opportunities,” he 
added.

Cabinet meeting held to review 
5-yr project plans: Sengottaiyan
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

REVENUE Minister KA Sengottai-
yan said the state government had 
convened a cabinet meeting for the 
first time in Tamil Nadu to chart 
out the completion of  all depart-
mental projects and schemes with-
in a five-year timeframe, terming it 
a ‘historic meeting’.

Addressing reporters at Coimbat-
ore Airport, Sengottaiyan also 
spoke on the recent state-wide raids 
conducted by the DVAC. Dismissing 
concerns about law and order, the 
minister said, “There are no law 

and order issues in the state. Oppo-
sition parties already declared that 
they would let us run the govern-
ment independently for the first six 
months, and no one would question 
the government.”

He said the CM had submitted a 
letter to the Prime Minister stress-
ing the need to prevent water 
projects like the Mekedatu dam that 
could affect the Cauvery River wa-
ter. He denied that the alliance was 
named ‘Tamil Nadu Social Justice 
Progressive Front’, as claimed by 
Congress functionary Praveen 
Chakravarty.
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