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V’wada rly div cuts carbon emissions 
S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

THE South Coast Railway, Vijaya-
wada Division, has reported sub-
stantial gains in renewable ener-
gy generation, water conservation, 
waste management, and statutory 
compliance during 2025–26, cut-
ting more than 3,500 tonnes of  car-
bon emissions and securing pre-
mier national environmental 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  i t s 
installations.

Solar expansion has been the 
backbone of  the Division’s green 
drive. By the end of  2025–26, in-
stalled capacity reached 4,754 
kWp, including 610 kWp Building-
Integrated Photovoltaic (BIPV) 
rooftop panels at Vijayawada, Gu-
dur, Gunadala, Narasapur, Machil-
ipatnam, and the Women RPF 
Barracks. 

Rooftop solar plants at 69 sta-
tions added another 2,963 kWp, 
generating 27.99 lakh units and 

saving `2.77 crore. To ensure un-
interrupted operations in rural 
stretches, 70 Level Crossing gates 
along the Gudur–Tenali corridor 
were equipped with 290 kWp solar 
systems. 

Overall, the Division’s solar in-
frastructure produced 44.06 lakh 
units in 2025–26, yielding `4.37 
crore in savings and reducing 
emissions by 3,525 tonnes. Ten re-
gional stations—including Dwar-
apudi, Nidamanuru, Kavutaram, 
and Pedana—became “Shunya 
Plus” net-surplus facilities, gener-
ating 1.72 lakh units and trimming 
costs by `0.17 crore. 

Train operations have also been 
transformed through Head-On 
Generation (HOG) technology, 
which eliminates diesel generator 
cars. Applied to services such as 
Pinakini, Ratnachal, Satavahana, 
and Janmabhoomi Express, HOG 
saved `70.60 crore annually and 
prevented 15,559 tonnes of  emis-

sions. External 750-volt power 
supply systems at depots in Vi-
jayawada, Machilipatnam, and 
Kakinada further reduced diesel 
use by 1.07 lakh litres, cutting 
emissions by 274 tonnes.

Water conservation measures 
include dedicated Sewage Treat-
ment Plants (STPs) and Effluent 
Treatment Plants (ETPs) across 
the division. 

This infrastructure features 700 
KLD of  sewage treatment capaci-
ty at Vijayawada alongside region-
al treatment facilities at Rajah-

mundry (100 KLD) and Kakinada 
(50 KLD). Industrial wastewater at 
local hubs is further neutralised 
via targeted ETP installations, in-
cluding a 12 KLD plant at the Elec-
tric Loco Shed and a 60 KLD plant 
at the Diesel Loco Shed. 

Meanwhile, the Automatic 
Coach Washing Plant at Kakinada 
reduced water use from 1,500 lit-
ers to 300 litres per coach, saving 
28,000 litres per rake washout 
while completing the process in 
eight minutes. 

The Division has also built 252 
rainwater harvesting pits and 275 
rooftop structures, backed by an-
nual water audits at 27 NGT-desig-
nated stations. 

Solid waste management has 
been standardised with 837 twin-
bin dustbins across 27 stations, 22 
organic compost machines, and 33
plastic bottle crushers. Biogas
plants at Vijayawada depots recy-
cle organic matter.

Its solar infrastructure produces 44.06 lakh units in 2025-26, yielding `4.37 crore in savings

Former YSRCP MLA arrested  
in `1,000-crore land fraud case
C H I T H A L U R I  R E V A N T H  @ Hyderabad

A day after the Telangana High 
Court refused to grant him inter-
im protection from arrest, former 
Vinukonda YSRCP MLA Bolla 
Brahma Naidu was arrested by 
Cyberabad police in Kanchipuram, 
Tamil Nadu, on Friday in connec-
tion with an alleged attempt to 
grab 10 acres of  government land 
worth around ̀ 1,000 crore in Gan-
dipet village using fake Govern-
ment Orders (GOs) and forged 
records. Five other accused have 
already been arrested.

The case was registered at Nars-
ingi police station on May 23 based 
on a complaint by Gandipet tahsil-
dar Srinivas Reddy, who alleged 
that five fabricated GOs were cre-

ated and circulated on social me-
dia to falsely show that govern-
ment land in Survey No. 18 had 
been regularised in favour of  pri-
vate individuals.

During searches at the residenc-
es of  key accused from the 
Nimmala family, police 
seized bank passbooks, 
MoU documents, mobile 
phones and a laptop.

Investigators said the 
Nimmala family had un-
successfully claimed own-
ership of  the land through 
court proceedings that were dis-
missed in October 2025. 

Police maintain that the 104-a-
cre parcel in Survey No. 18 has 
been recorded as government land 
since 1954.

According to investigators, the 
family later entered into a con-
spiracy with Brahma Naidu and 
Bolla Ramesh to sell portions of  
the land at 3.5 crore per acre by 
falsely projecting ownership 

rights. 
MoUs were executed and 

transactions worth about 
12 crore allegedly took 
p l a c e  a m o n g  t h o s e 
involved.

Police said Brahma 
Naidu went into hiding after 

the case was registered, but 
was traced and arrested using 
technical evidence. Efforts are 
continuing to apprehend the re-
maining accused and trace the fi-
nancial trail. The investigation is 
continuing.

Boy murdered       
by friends during 
drunken brawl
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Sivaganga

A Class 10 boy, who skipped the 
first day of  the new academic year 
at school for a booze-up with 
friends, was allegedly murdered 
by them during a drunken brawl 
at Keelakavanur near Thiruppat-
tur in Sivaganga district on 
Thursday. 

The victim, 14-year-old N Ash-
win of  Karaiyur, was a student at 
a government higher secondary 
school in Thirukalapatti. His body 
was found dumped at the Keelaka-
vanur irrigation tank, and later 
sent to Government Sivaganga 
Medical College Hospital for post-
mortem. The accused, identified 
as S Arvind (24) and S Ganesan 
(22), are absconding. 
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