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India’s fertility divide
begins to narrow

UP, Bihar, Northeast move closer to national average as South steadies

SANKET KOUL
New Delhi, 5 June

Indian states are moving closer to
convergence in fertility levels, with
large northern states such as Uttar
Pradesh (UP) and Bihar recording
substantial declines even assouthern
states witness stabilisation in birth
rates after the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to National Family
Health Survey-6 (NFHS-6) data
released for 2023-24, India’s total fer-
tility rate (TFR) remained stable at
two children per woman — the same
asin NFHS-5 for 2019-21 — but stayed
below the replacement level of 2.1.

However, the statewise breakup
shows that most states are now
movingcloser to the national average
of two children per woman. Megha-
laya, for example, recorded the shar-
pestdropin TFR, which measuresthe
average number of children awoman
is expected to have during her
reproductive years. Its TFR
fell to 2.2 children per
woman in 2023-24 from2.7
in 2019-21, bringing it
closertothe national aver-
age. Among the large
states, Bihar and UP
recorded significant declines
in fertility rates. While UP’s TFR
fell from 2.4 children per woman in
NFHS-5 to 2.2 in NFHS-6, Bihar’s
dropped to 2.7 from 3.0 in 2019-21.

The trend seen in Meghalaya has
alsobeenreflected across much of the
Northeast. According to NFHS-6
data, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and
Mizoram recorded declines of 0.3
children per woman each compared
toNFHS-5. Similarly, Sikkim recorded
the lowest TFR at one child per
woman, while Tripura’s fertility rate
remained stable at 1.7.

Experts believe the changes in the
northeastern states reflect broader
demographic and health transitions
underway in the region. “NFHS-6
findings also show significant reduc-
tions in teenage pregnancy and child
marriage, along with improvements
inmaternal and child healthcare indi-
cators such asinstitutional deliveries,
skilled birth attendance, and immun-
isation coverage,” said Kshitiz Murdia,
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whole-time director and
chief executive officer of
Indira IVF Hospital.
A Guwahati-based
gynaecologist said
increased adoption of
family planning methods in
these states hasalso played arole,
with the contraceptive prevalence
rate rising nationally from 66.7 per
cent to 69.1 per cent. She added that
migration of youth to other states,
along with rising education levels
amonggirlsin the Northeast, has con-
tributed to younger couples placing
greater emphasis on family planning.

Most southern states, on the other
hand, either recorded a marginal rise
in fertility rates or remained stable
compared to NFHS-5 numbers.
Telangana recorded a TFR of 1.9
children per woman in NFHS-6, up
from 1.8in NFHS-5. Similarly, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnatakasaw their TFR
rise to 1.8 in NFHS-6, compared with
1.7in NFHS-5. Kerala, too, saw its TFR
rise to 1.8 from 1.6 in NFHS-4 con-
ducted in 2015-16.

The trend comes despite southern
states experiencing a gradual decline
in TFR over several years. This had
prompted political leaders in these

states to urge couples to have more
children, amid fears that falling fertil-
ity rates could eventually reduce their
administrative representation at the
national level.

However, experts said the latest
trend suggests such fears may be
overstated. Amitabh Kundu, profes-
sor emeritus at Ahmedabad’s Lok
Jagruti University, said the southern
states have more or less reached a
TFR level beyond which further
declines are difficult. “With corre-
sponding trends in larger Northern
states indicating a decline in fertility
rates, India is now seeing a conver-
gence which can bridge the North-
South divide. However, in a couple of
decades, the TFR declining to 1.3 or
1.4 cannot be ruled out in a few of the
southern states. To tackle the result-
ing labour shortages, labour market
mobility will have to be legally and
politically protected,” he added.

Keerthi Khetan, director of obstet-
rics and gynaecology at Delhi’s CK
Birla Hospital, said the rise in TFR in
southern states was modest and may
reflect natural fluctuations, changes
inbirth timing, migration patterns, or
improved economic confidence
among young families.

In historic first, 4 women now head
high courts, but gender gap persists

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 5June

When Justice Meenakshi Madan
Rai was sworn in as chief justice of
the Patna high court on Friday, she
made history — becoming part ofa
quartet of women simultaneously
heading high courts.

Inthelongjourney of womenin
the Indian higherjudiciary, thisisa
record, even as the overall number
of female judges remains modest.

Rai joins three others: Justice
Sunita Agarwal of the Gujarat high
court, Justice Revati Mohite Dere of
the Meghalaya high court and
Justice Lisa Gill of the Andhra
Pradesh high court.

Agarwal, whowaselevated from
the Allahabad high court, has been
serving as chief justice of the
Gujarat high court since July 2023.
Dere, formerly a judge of the
Bombay High Court, assumed
office as chiefjustice of the Megha-
laya high courtinJanuarythisyear,
while Gill, elevated from the Punjab
and Haryana high court, took oath
as chief justice of the Andhra Pra-
desh High Court in April. Raiwas a
judge in the Sikkim high court
when she was promoted.

According to data placed by
the Union government before
Parliament earlier this year, there
were 116 women judges out of a
working strength of 781 judges
across high courts as of February
2026, accounting for a mere 14.85
per cent of the judiciary.

This figure was flat compared
with 14 per cent in August 2024,
with women making up less than a
sixth of all high courtjudges.

The picture varies significantly

across courts — from the Punjab
and Haryana high court’s 18
women judges, to Bombay’s 12 and
noneatallin Manipur, Tripuraand
Uttarakhand.

Women have made substan-
tially greater gains in district and
subordinate courts, accounting
for nearly 38 per cent of judges
and reflecting a stronger pipeline
of women entering the judicial
service.

However, when it comestocon-
stitutional courts — high courtsand
the Supreme Court — appoint-
mentsare made through adifferent
process and women continue to
remain significantly underrepre-
sented despite agrowing number of
promotions.

The milestone of four women
judges in HCs comes in a week that
also saw the Supreme Court
appoint a woman among five
new judges. Justice VS Mohana is
only the second woman judge
currently serving on the Supreme
Court Bench alongside Justice
BV Nagarathna.

Since its inception in 1950, the
Supreme Court has had only 12
women judges and never more
than four serving simultaneously.

There has never been a woman
Chief Justice of India, although
Nagarathna is expected to become
the first — in 2027 if the convention
of seniority is followed.

Overall, though, appointments
of women have gathered pace
in recent years. Government data
shows that 170 women have been
appointed as high court judges
since 2014, including 96 in the
last five years, and six as Supreme
Courtjudges.

Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai takes oath as the new Chief Justice

of the Patna high court at Lok Bhavan on Friday

PROFILE
Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai

Born in Gangtok in 1964, Rai did
her schooling in Kurseong and
Gangtok before graduating in
political science from Lady Shri
Ram College, Delhi.

She obtained her law degree
from the Campus Law Centre
in 1989 and briefly practised

n Delhi before joining the
Sikkim Judicial Service

in1990.

She became the first woman
from Sikkim to hold the post of
judicial magistrate first class-
cum-civiljudge. Elevated asa
judge of the Sikkim high court
in 2015, she became the state’s
first woman high courtjudge.
She has also served several terms
asacting chiefjustice.
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Note: While some high courts have
as many as 18 women judges, there
are states like Tripura without any
women judges

CBSE files plaint over ‘coordinated’ cyberattacks on post-result portal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 5 June

The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on Friday
lodged a formal complaint with
the Delhi Police over a series of
coordinated cyberattacks target-
ing its post-result services portal,
asserting that all attacks were suc-

cessfully mitigated and no data
breach was detected.

In a statement, the board said
the complaint was filed with the
Intelligence Fusion & Strategic
Operations (IFSO) Unit of Delhi
Police regarding “aseries of coordi-
nated and sophisticated cyberat-
tacks” directed at its Post-Result
Services Portal.

The portal, launched on June 2
to facilitate services such as verifi-
cation and re-evaluation of answer
scripts for class 12 board exam-
givers, was subjected to repeated
and coordinated cyberattacks over
the past three days, the CBSE said.

“The attacks involved large vol-
umesof malicioustrafficoriginating
from multiple IP addresses within

and outside the country,” it said.

Delhi Police has registered a
First Information Report (FIR) and
launched a probe into a series of
“coordinated” and “sophisticated”
cyberattacks targeting the CBSE’s
post-result portal, officials said. A
case under sections 66 and 43(f) of
the Information Technology (IT)
Act has been registered.
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) and 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below
described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/symbolic possession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and
“Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/Secured Creditor
from the respective borrower(s) and guarantor(s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table
below against the respective properties.
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“WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”,

A. Dt. of Demand Notice A.
Name of the Branch uls 13(2) of SARFAESI Reserve Details
ACT 2002 Price of the
N fth Description of the Outstandin B heum
o 7\meo te Immovable Properties Amount 9 — Date / Time be cu
(] ccoun Mortgaged /Owner's : of rances
No. Name (Mortgagers C. Possession Date u/s  (C. Last date of| g.aAuction known
Name & Addresses of property(ies)) 13(4) of SARFAESI ACT 2002 |deposit of EMD to theeI
of the Borrower/ D. Nature of Possession D. :;‘:;t"srs
Guarantors Symbolic/Physicall | Bid Increase
Account Constructive Amount
PNB- Dedauli (200520) Plotno 5406 Area 0.126 Hect at
1. BB khata No. 088 Village
Borrower:- M/s Shanti Oil| Belabhella, Pargana, Tehsil & A. 21.05.2021 A
Mill Prop. Mr. Rajnish Kumar| District-Raebareli Having s e Rs. 6,43,000.00
S/o Mr. Bachhu Lal Pure|Owner:-Smt. ShantiDevi
Satku Ka purva, Post|Boundaries as per deed dated = Rsé13?69261?'33h
Belabhela Raebareli Uttar|07-10-2015 East- Khet of Ram G @I 1, wi B. 23.06.2026 | Not
elabnela, Raebarell UIar| pyari, West- Parti Land, North-| further interest + Dland | o %00 0 | From 11:00 | Available
Pradesh-229001 Parti Land, South- Land of| other charges minus TR AM to as per
Proprietor:- Mr. Rajnish|Seller. Total area 1260 sqm recovery 04:00PM | record
Kumar S/o Mr. Baghhu Lal Pure Satku Ka purva, Post C. 06.09.2021 22.06.2026
BelaBhela, Raebareli Uttar Pradesh-229001 C
Guarantor/Mortgagor: Mrs. Shanti devi W/o Mr. Bachhu D. Symbolic Rs. 7 0'00 00
Lal Pure Satku, majre, Bela Bhela, Raebareli Uttar T
Pradesh-229001
2. PNB- Attarra (684600) IP measuring area 0.0139 Hect.
Borrower:- Mr. Sushil Kumar|€9d- In pustak sankhyal, Khand A. 06-02-2019 A
Pandey S/o Mr. Mahesh 2042, Page No. 217, Kramank - JOmUen Rs. 16,62,000.00
Prasad Pandey Mohalla- Sankhya 33?9, having tha No. B. Rs. 54,06,946.83
Sudamapuri, Bisanda Road, 617 Kha situated at Bisanda as on 31.05.2026
Atarra, District-Banda (U. P.)-| Road Nagar Palika, Atarra, Distt.| + with further interest B. 23-06-2026 | Not
210201 Banda (Mortgagor Mr. Sushil Rs. 1,66,200.00 | £rom 11:00 | Available
Guarantor: Smt. Meera Devi| Kumar Pandey Sfo Mr. Mahesh AM to as per
W/o Mr. Sushil Kumar Pandey sl P ) AL record
Mohalla-Sudamapuri, Boundaries (As per NEC) East- C. 17-02-2021 22-06-2026
Bisanda Road. Attarra |Land of Mahesh Pandey, West-
et 8 '|Rest Plot of Smt. Meera, North-
District-Banda (U.P.)-210201 J . C.
(UF) Plot of Kamaladevi, South- D. Symbolic Rs. 17.000.00
Rasta 10 ft.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

(1)- The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the
following further conditions:- (2)-The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and
(3)- The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule here in above have been stated
to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement
oromission in this proclamation. (4)- The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website:-
https//baanknet.com on 23.06.2026 @ 11:00 AM to 04.00 PM. 5- For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer
https://baanknet. Com & www. pnb.bank.in

* Statutory Sale Notice under Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of Security Interest Rule 2002 of SARFAESI Act 2002.

Date: 03.06.2026

Place: Raebareli

Authorized

Officer: Punjab National Bank




