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Ceasefire with Iran a ‘favour’ 
to Pakistan: US Prez Trump

WASHINGTON:  US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Friday 
said he agreed to a ceasefire 
with Iran as a “favour” to Paki-
stan and ruled out any further 
bombing of the Persian Gulf 
nation, with which it has been at 
odds for several decades.

The US and Israel’s war on 
Iran started on February 28, and 
attacks have been paused since 
April 8, when the warring sides 
agreed to a ceasefire brokered 
by Pakistan.

“We did the ceasefire as a 
request from another nation. 
I would have really bene-
fited from it, but we did it as 
a favour to Pakistan. They are 
terrific people, the Field Mar-
shal and the Prime Minister,” 
Trump told reporters on Air 
Force One while returning from 
China to the US. Trump reit-
erated his resolve not to allow 
Iran to acquire nuclear weap-
ons and to make them give up 
the enriched uranium Tehran 
has accumulated over the years.

He said the Iranian nego-

tiators were claiming that their 
nuclear facilities were damaged 
in the American air strikes and 
that they were not in a position 
to retrieve the nuclear fuel.

“They came up with a ter-
rible secret. They said that they 

can’t remove it because they 
don’t have the technology to 
remove it. They don’t have the 
time and the practice,” Trump 
said in response to questions 
on Iran. Trump said Chinese 
President Xi Jinping was also 

in favour of opening up the 
Strait of Hormuz, which is a key 
trade route for 20 per cent of the 
global oil supplies.

US Vice President J D 
Vance-led a team of negotiators 
for the first-ever direct face-to-

face talks with Iranian leaders 
in Islamabad on April 11-12, 
which got the warring nations 
into prolonged negotiations to 
end the decades-long hostilities.

The US has been insisting 
that Iran give a clear commit-
ment to end its uranium enrich-
ment programme in exchange 
for the lifting of sanctions and 
the release of billions in frozen 
Iranian funds.� AGENCIES
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LONDON: The Hindujas retained their 
top spot as the UK’s richest family in the 
2026 ‘Sunday Times Rich List’, released 
on Friday, under a new generation of 
brothers following the death of Gopi-
chand Hinduja last year.

“Sanjay and Dheeraj Hinduja and 
family” emerged as the UK’s richest for 
the fifth successive year with an esti-
mated 38 billion pounds, up from last 
year despite global headwinds. The Hin-
duja Group operates in 38 countries 
with investments across several sectors, 
including mobility, digital technology, 
banking and financial services, media, 

project development, lubricants and 
specialty chemicals, energy, real estate, 
trading, and healthcare.

“The death of their father, Gopi Hin-
duja, at the age of 85 last November has 
handed his place at the top of the ‘Sun-
day Times Rich List’ to his London-
based sons, Sanjay and Dheeraj,” the 
newspaper notes.

“Sanjay, 62 this month, chairs Gulf 
Oil International while Dheeraj, 54, 
oversees the automotive giant Ashok 
Leyland. The latter has had a strong 
year, with the share price soaring by 
almost 40 per cent as more Indian 

motorists transition to elec-
tric vehicles.

“Indusind, the Mumbai-
based banking and financial 
services group, has also had a 
decent 12 months. The shares 
here are up 14 per cent since 
last year,” it states.

Besides the Hinduja family, 
the top 10 of the annual tally of 
the UK’s richest sees another 
set of Indian-origin brothers, 
David and Simon Reuben, 
hold onto their wealth at sec-
ond place with an estimated 
27.97 billion pounds. “The 
India-born brothers are close 
to completing two vast ren-
ovations of historic London 
buildings, Admiralty Arch and 
Cambridge House, which are 
being transformed into luxu-
rious hotels,” the newspaper 
reveals.

While textiles entre-
preneur Prakash Lohia has 
climbed a few spots to 28th 
with around 6.44 billion 
pounds, Vedanta Resources’ 
industrialist Anil Agarwal 
has dropped to 43rd from last 
year’s 25th with an estimated 
3.85 billion pounds. � AGENCIES

Hinduja family tops UK’s rich 
list under next-gen brothers

Philippine senator wanted 
by ICC flees from Senate

MANILA: A Philippine sena-
tor wanted by the International 
Criminal Court for an alleged 
crime against humanity has 
fled from the Senate, where he 
sought refuge to evade arrest, 
officials said Friday.

Sen Ronald dela Rosa’s 
exit from the heavily guarded 
Senate came after volleys of 
gunshots were fired Wednes-
day night by the build-
ing’s security personnel  
during an argument with gov-

ernment agents positioned in 
an adjacent building, sparking 
chaos that apparently helped 
the senator to slip out.

President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr made a late-night TV 
statement to ask the public to 

remain calm.
A police investigation was 

underway, including into sus-
picions that the incident was 
instigated to provide dela 
Rosa a cover to escape.

“There is no obstruction 
of justice,” Senate President 
Alan Cayetano said of dela 
Rosa’s escape while in the 
Senate’s protective custody.

He told a news briefing 
that he did not see any ICC 
warrant of arrest against dela 
Rosa and the senator was free 
to leave the premises. �AGENCIES


