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Press Trust Of India

KOHIMA: Union DoNER 
minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia and Nagaland 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on Monday jointly 
launched a project to 
develop a cluster-based 
coffee value chain in 
the state. The e-launch 
of the project under the 
broader mission ‘Cof-
fees of Nagaland’ was 
held in New Delhi. It 
was attended by Union 
Minister of State for 
DoNER Sukanta Majum-
dar, Nagaland Dep-
uty Chief Minister T R 
Zeliang, representatives 
of Coffee Board of India, 
while state government 
officials, farmers and 
entrepreneurs joined 
the programme from the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
office in Niuland district 
and Touphema Village 
Council Hall in Kohima 
district.

The project will ini-
tially focus on two pilot 
clusters - Tuophema 
in Kohima for Arabica 
coffee and Ghotovi in 
Niuland for Robusta 
coffee. These clusters 
are expected to serve as 
model centres for future 
expansion across the 
state. Key components 
of the project include 
the establishment of five 
hi-tech nurseries, expan-
sion of 400 hectares of 
plantation area, con-
struction of washing sta-
tions and roastery-cum-
cafés, and setting up of 
a coffee quality control 
laboratory.

The project also 
includes internal roads, 
drip irrigation systems 
and blockchain-based 
traceability with QR 
codes for farm-to-cup 
authenticity. Addressing 
the programme, Scin-
dia said the initiative 
marks the beginning of 
a transformative jour-
ney to position coffee as 
Nagaland’s true Unique 

Selling Proposition (USP) 
while improving the 
livelihoods of rural com-
munities. He said the 
Rs 49.48 crore project 
would create an end-to-
end value chain from 
cultivation to marketing 
and help farmers gain 
better returns from pre-
mium-quality coffee. 
He also stated that the 
project is expected to 
increase coffee yields 
and generate employ-
ment opportunities in 
processing, roasting, 
brewing, tourism and 
related sectors.

Scindia further said 
the initiative aligns with 
the vision of Viksit Bharat 

2047 and promotes sus-
tainable agroforestry 
practices while reducing 
dependence on jhum 
cultivation. The project 
also includes state-wide 
capacity-building pro-
grammes in collaboration 
with the Coffee Board of 
India. Farmers and entre-
preneurs will receive 
training in plantation 
management, post-har-
vest techniques, roast-
ing, brewing and barista 
skills, along with expo-
sure visits.

An umbrella brand-
ing initiative titled ‘Cof-
fees of Nagaland – Taste 
of Eminence’ will also 
be promoted through 
digital outreach, e-com-
merce and participation 
in national and interna-
tional fairs. Speaking on 
the occasion, Rio thanked 
the Ministry of DoNER for 
supporting the initiative 
and described coffee as 
the USP of Nagaland. He 
said coffee cultivation in 
the state has seen steady 
growth since the revival 
of plantations in 2014-15, 
with production increas-

ing from 21 metric tonne 
in 2021-22 to nearly 73 
metric tonne in 2024-25.

Rio said the state has 
set a target of bringing 
50,000 hectares under 
coffee cultivation by 2047 
under the vision of Viksit 
Nagaland. He stated that 
the project would help 
create sustainable live-
lihoods, promote value 
addition at the farm 
level and strengthen 
Nagaland’s identity as a 
premium coffee-produc-
ing state. 

The chief minister 
also highlighted the inte-
gration of experiential 
coffee tourism through 
farm stays and farm-to-
cup experiences, which 
he said would create 
additional opportunities 
for youth and entrepre-
neurs. Assuring full sup-
port for implementation, 
Rio urged farmers to 
adopt new technologies 
and actively participate 
in training programmes 
to make Nagaland coffee 
globally recognised.

Scindia, Rio launch cluster 
based coffee project in N’land

Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched Nagaland’s coffee value 
chain project alongside Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on Monday.

HIGHLIGHT

z The project will 
initially develop 
Arabica and Robusta 
coffee clusters across 
Nagaland communities.

z	Officials said the 
pilot clusters would 
support future coffee 
expansion throughout 
the state.

Private bus operators seek fare hike after 
Kerala announces free travel for women
Press Trust Of India

PALAKKAD: Hours after 
Kerala Chief Minister V 
D Satheesan announced 
free travel for women on 
state transport corpora-
tion buses from June 15, 
private bus operators 
sought government inter-
vention to ensure their 
businesses are protected. 
Representatives of the 
All Kerala Bus Operators 
Association told report-
ers that they would meet 
the CM and the transport 
minister in the coming 
days to present their con-
cerns and seek govern-
ment support, including a 
revision in bus fares.

They said they were 
not opposed to the travel 
concession for women 
but wanted measures 
to ensure the survival of 
private operators. They 

argued that their opera-
tions are regulated by the 
government and that they 
provide various conces-
sions and implement wel-
fare measures as directed 
by the state. “We want the 
government to take steps 
to ensure our survival. 

We will seek an increase 
in bus fares, as fares have 
not been revised in the 
last four years, while die-
sel prices have increased 
twice during this period. 
The proposed hike 
would also include stu-
dent fares,” association  

members said. 
“As operational 

costs have increased, if 
women—who constitute a 
significant portion of our 
passengers—shift to state 
transport, it will become 
difficult for us to continue 
services,” they added. 
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