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authorities to suspend the
ongoing fencing work until
their concerns are
addressed.

Lyngkhong is one of the
border villages where homes
are located only a short
distance from settlements
across the border in
Bangladesh. Under
prevailing international
norms, border fencing is
generally erected at least 150
yards from the zero line.
Residents fear that the
proposed alignment would

Meghalaya Border Villagers Demand
Fencing Along Zero Line, Oppose
Current Alignment at Lyngkhong

Shillong, June 8:
Residents of Lyngkhong
village along the India-
Bangladesh border in
Meghalaya’s East Khasi
Hills district staged a
demonstration on Saturday,
demanding that the
proposed border fence be
constructed along the zero
line instead of further inside
Indian territory.

The villagers submitted
a memorandum to the Sub-
Divisional Officer (SDO) of
Pynursla, urging

leave the village outside the
fenced zone. She urged the
state government to take up
the matter with the Centre and
address the anxieties of local
residents.

Despite the opposition,
officials said the fencing
project is proceeding as part
of ongoing efforts to
strengthen security along the
India-Bangladesh border.
Meghalaya shares a 444-km
international border with
Bangladesh, with less than 80
km remaining unfenced due to
terrain-related challenges and
local issues.

A senior Border Security
Force (BSF) official said a
security outpost has already
been established in
Lyngkhong and assured that
adequate measures are in place
to safeguard residents.

Meanwhile, a senior Home
Department official said the
Government of India has raised
with Bangladesh the
possibility of constructing a
single-row fence along the zero
line in areas where settlements
may be adversely affected by
existing fencing norms.
According to the official,
discussions on the proposal
have begun, although the
current government in
Bangladesh has yet to take a
decision on the matter.

Bangladesh by a bamboo
barrier erected by
residents during the
COVID-19 pandemic and
claimed that little has
changed since then. They
expressed concern that
the current fencing plan
could create long-term
issues related to
accessibility, security and
the future of the village.

Echoing these
concerns, resident Rima
Khongsdir said the
proposed alignment could

leave their village outside
the fenced area,
effectively isolating it
from the rest of India.

“We are not against
border fencing, but we
want the fence to be
erected at the zero line so
that our village remains
inside India and within
the fenced area,” village
head Ramu said.

Villagers pointed out
that the settlement has
largely remained
separated from

BJP Nominates A. Sarda Devi for Rajya Sabha
Polls from Manipur

recipients in Tripura.
T h e  a g e n c y  i s
c u r r e n t l y  e x a m i n i n g
the f inancial  network
l inked to  the  a l leged
t r a f f i c k i n g
operation.Preliminary
findings indicate that
p r o c e e d s  o f  c r i m e
worth around Rs 142
crore  were  a l l eged ly
r o u t e d  t h r o u g h
multiple bank accounts
and shell en t i t ies .  The
ED is  now focused on
t r a c i n g  t h e s e  f u n d s
a n d  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e
b r o a d e r  f i n a n c i a l
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
s u s p e c t e d  d r u g
t raf f icking network .

Fur ther  de ta i l s  a re
a w a i t e d  a s  s e a r c h e s
c o n t i n u e  a n d
o f f i c i a l s  a n a l y s e
d o c u m e n t s  a n d
m a t e r i a l s  s e i z e d
dur ing  the  ope ra t ion .

ED Conducts Multi-State Searches
in PMLA Case Linked to Major

Cross-Border Drug Seizure
Guwahati, June 8:

T h e  E n f o r c e m e n t
Di rec to ra t e  (ED)  on
S u n d a y  c a r r i e d  o u t
s e a r c h e s  a t  f o u r
l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s
Tripura, Mizoram and
We s t  B e n g a l  i n
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a
m o n e y  l a u n d e r i n g
investigation linked to
a  l a r g e  n a r c o t i c s
s e i z u r e  b y  t h e
N a r c o t i c s  C o n t r o l
Bureau (NCB).

Off ic ia l s  sa id  the
s e a r c h e s  w e r e
c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r
S e c t i o n  1 7  o f  t h e
Prevention of  Money
L a u n d e r i n g  Ac t
(PMLA), 2002. The case
originates from an NCB
complaint related to the
seizure of 49.101 kg of

methamphetamine and
40 grams of heroin in
Tripura on August 21,
2025 .  Acco rd ing  to
officials, the properties
searched are located in
strategically sensitive
a rea s  nea r  Ind i a ’s
international borders. In
Tripura,  the premises
are situated around 200
met re s  f rom the
Bang ladesh  bo rde r,
wh i le one location in
Mizoram lies approximately
500 metres from the
Myanmar border. Another
site in West Bengal was also
covered during the
operation.

Investigators suspect
that an organised cross-
border syndicate was
involved in sourcing
methamphetamine from
Myanmar throug h  t h e
Champhai–Zokhawthar
r o u t e  i n  M i z o r a m
before distributing it to

contest for a seat in the
Upper House of Parliament.
The Rajya Sabha election
for Manipur is scheduled for
June 18. As per the Election
Commission’s notification,
June 8 was the last date for
filing nominations, while
scrutiny of papers will be
conducted on June 9.
Candidates may withdraw

Devi submitted her nomination
papers before the Returning
Officer in the presence of Chief
Minister Y. Khemchand Singh,
BJP legislators and senior party
leaders. Her candidature marks
a significant development for
the party in the state, as she
was the first woman to serve
as BJP’s Manipur unit
president and is now set to

Imphal, June 8: The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
on Sunday nominated
Adhikarimayum (A.) Sarda
Devi as its candidate for the
upcoming Rajya Sabha
election from Manipur, with
the former state party chief
filing her nomination at the
Manipur Legislative
Assembly Secretariat.Sarda

their nominations until June
11. If required, polling will be
held on June 18 between 9
am and 4 pm, with counting
scheduled to begin at 5 pm
the same day. Rajya Sabha
elections will also be held on
the same day in Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Madhya

Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram
and Rajasthan. The BJP is widely
expected to retain the Manipur

Democratic Party (HSPDP) and
independent MLAs, were
present to extend support for
his candidature.

After filing his nomination,
Sangma expressed gratitude to
the Chief Minister, Deputy
Chief Ministers Prestone
Tynsong and Sniawbhalang
Dhar, as well as alliance partners
for their backing. He said that if
elected to the Upper House of
Parliament, he would work to
raise long-pending issues and
ensure that “the voice of
Meghalaya is heard” at the
national level.He added that
his candidature was
finalised after consultations
among all MDA partners
and said he was prepared to
take on any responsibility
entrusted to him.Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
said the Rajya Sabha member
would be expected to
actively participate in
parliamentary debates and
take up issues concerning

Shillong, June 8 :
National People’s Party
(NPP) leader and former
legislator James P K
Sangma on Sunday filed his
nomination for the Rajya
Sabha election before
Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly Secretary
Malthus S Sangma, backed
by the Meghalaya
Democratic Alliance
(MDA). Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma, who is
also the NPP national
president, accompanied the
candidate during the filing of
nomination papers, along with
cabinet ministers, legislators
and representatives of alliance
partners.

James Sangma has been
named as the consensus
candidate of the MDA for the
Rajya Sabha seat. Leaders from
coalition partners, including
the United Democratic Party
(UDP), Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Hill State People’s

James P K Sangma Files Nomination for Rajya
Sabha Election with MDA Backing in Meghalaya

the state. He described
the role as a bridge
between the state and the
Centre on key matters
requiring sustained
engagement.

He further said the
new MP would pursue
important concerns such
as the implementation of
the Inner Line Permit
(ILP), inclusion of Khasi
and Garo languages in the
Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution, issues
related to the Sixth
Schedule, amendments to
the FCRA, illegal
immigration and the
Meghalaya Residents
Safety and Security Act.

The Chief Minister
said the Rajya Sabha
representative would
play a critical role in
advancing Meghalaya’s
interests in Parliament
and with the
Government of India.

seat, backed by its numerical
strength in the state
assembly.


