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India ‘critical
anchor’ in South
Asia: Hegseth

Shashank Mattoo
letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Indiaisa “critical
anchor”in South Asia anda pow-
erful New Delhi would help main-
tain the balance of power in the
Indo-Pacific, said US Secretary of
War Pete Hegseth at the Shan-
gri-La Dialogues in Singapore.

In a speech to politicians and
officials from across the region,
Hegseth pointed to closer cooper-
ation between India and the
United States on naval matters
and co-production of Javelin anti-
tank guided munitions,

“In South Asia, India is a criti-
cal anchor to hold the line. A
powerful India acting in its own
selfinterestadvances our shared
goal of maintaining a balance of
power across the region. India is
modernising its military to carry
its share of the security burden,
particularly in the Indian Ocean,”
said Hegseth.

“It s building out the heavy
industrial and logistics capacity to
sustain high-end military opera-
tions including the ability to
repair and maintain our shared
platforms and support US navy
vessels operating forward in the
theatre. We have also committed
to pursue co-production with
India to advance capabilities like
Javelin anti-tank guided muni-
tions,” he added.

Hegseth added that therise of a
hegemonic power in the Pacific
‘would unravel lhc rnglonal bal-

USSecretary of War Pete
Hegseth speaks at Shangri-La
Dialogues in Singapore, on

Saturday. REUTERS
sethsstated that the development
had been “unexpected” but
stressed that Washington had
established a “true friendship”
with Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Field Marshal
Asim Munir. The US War Secre-
tary also repeated the Trump
administration’s claim that US
President Donald Trump had
‘mediated an end to the India-Pak-
istan conflict. India has previously
rejected such claims.

Hegseth was also questioned
about India’s Agni-6 Interconti-
nental Ballistic Missile (ICBM)
testand the recent determination

US warnsit’s capable of resuming
Iran war as deal remains elusive

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com
WASHINGTON/SINGAPORE: The
United States warned on Satu
day it was “more than capable”
of resuming war with Iran after
President Donald Trump said
any peace deal must adhere to
his red lines, including Tehran
never being able to develop
nuclear weapons.

The White House had sig-
nalled Trump was close to a
decision on a potential deal,
though Tehran denied there
was a final agreement on end-
ing the conflict.

US sources had told AFP the
deal was waiting on Trump's
sign-off, but he made no deci-
sion after a White House Situa-
tion Room meeting on Friday.

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth,
while attending a defence sum-
mit in Singapore, said on Satur-
day that Washington was “more
than capable” of restarting the
war.

Trump said his priorities in
any deal include Iran agreeing
to never develop nuclear weap-
ons and the re-opening of the
blockaded Strait of Hormuz.

“President Trump will only
make a deal that is good for

People wave Iran’s national flags during an anti-US and Israel
protest in Tehran on Friday.

America and satisfies his red
lines,” a White House official
told AFP, adding: “Iran can
never possess a nuclear
weapon.”

us mlhtary says it dlsabled

situation told The Associated
Press on Saturday.

‘The Gambia-flagged bulk car-
rier Lian Star ignored multiple
warnings from US forces over-
nightasit tried to enter an Ira-
nian port, said the official. The

anothe
The US mx]nary has smppcd
another merchant vessel trying
to break through the American
blockade of Iranian ports, a US
official with knowledge of the

shij bled by US aircraft
in the Gulf of Oman and
remains adrift there, the official
said, adding that US forces have
not boarded it.

With the latest action, US

military has stopped six ships
trying to breach the blockade.
One was allowed to proceed.

Qatar: Temporary toll at
strait negotiable

Qatar opposes permanent legal
fees for transit through the
Strait of Hormuz, but a tempo-
rary toll is negotiable and could
help restore normal passage
through the key waterway, a top
official said.

A permanent fee would
impact consumers and Qatar
objects to any move to impose
them, Deputy Prime Minister
Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman
Al Thani said at an Asian
defence conference in Singa-
pore on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the US affirmed
that deals with Iran to safely sail
through the Strait of Hormuz —
even those which don’t involve
paying a toll —aren't allowed,
as the conflict between the two
nations grinds on. “Regardless
of whether a payment is made,
US persons are prohibited from
receiving services from the Gov-
ernment of Iran, including ser-
vices related to a guarantee of
safe passage,” the US Treasury
said in an updated statement
dated May 29.

o

Social media firms
to pay $27mn to
settle school lawsuit
KENTUCKY: The world's
biggest social media
platforms including
Meta Platforms Inc. (39
million), Snap Inc. ($8
‘million), TikTok ($8
million) and Google’s
YouTube ($2 million)
agreed to pay about $27
million to settlea
lawsuit filed by a rural
Kentucky school
district that alleged
their products are
addictive and helped
createa teen mental
health crisis that
drained school
resources.  BLOOMBERG

Oman detects minein
Strait of Hormuz
Oman’s Maritime Security on
Saturday cautioned seafarers to
be wary of a suspected floating
mine in the Strait of Hormuz.
In a post on X, the Omani
Maritime Security said, “Due to
the sighting of a floating object
suspected to be a floating mine
west of the Inshore Traffic Zone
in the Strait of Hormuz within
Omani territorial sea, the Mari-
time Security Centre urges all
seafarers, fishermen, and ves-
sels to exercise utmost caution

while navigating in the area.” Trump in excellent

health but should

lose weight: Doc
WASHINGTON: Donald
Trump's doctor US
Navy Captain Sean
Barbabella said he was
in “excellent health”
butadvised him to lose
weight, the White
House said on Friday,
after the US president’s
annual medical check-
up weeks before his
80th birthday.

US citizens injured in Iran
strike on Kuwait air base
An Iranian ballistic missile
strike on a Kuwaiti air base on
Thursday caused minor injuries
to several Americans and seri-
ously damaged two MQ-9
Reaper strike drones.

The drones cost about $30
million each. Kuwaiti air defen-
ces intercepted the Fateh-110
‘missile, but falling debris struck
the Ali Al Salem air base. About
five people, including both con-
tractors and active duty person-
nel, suffered minor injuries.

AP

Rescuers pull four
from flooded cave

Inputs from AP, Bloomberg & ANI ) =
in Laos, 2 missing

Pak hires US firm after scaling down lobbying blitz

ance of power.
China, he added that no state
could impose its hegemony and
“hold thesecurity or prosperity of
our nation and our allies in ques-
tion”. Hegseth also notably
pointed to China's military
buildup and the “rightful alarm”
it had caused in the Indo-Pacific.

Hegseth’s comments came just
after US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio wrapped up a four-day visit

by theUS
that Islamabad of Shashank Mattoo
ICBMs could p s a

threat to the United States.

“Both sides are going to see
understandable threats coming
from the other. Maybe some of
which we see differently such as
when countries want to develop
ICBM threats.

“But we are not pointing a fin-
ger, at least from our view right
now, at either country and calling

toIndia. nis-
ter Ishaq Dar also met with Rubio
in Washington this week.
Referring to Pakistan's media-
tion role in the Iran conflict, Heg-

tous.

for, in each of their lanes, the ben-
efits they've given to peace
around the world,” Hegseth said
inresponse.

think tanks and media organisa-
tions. In addition, the firm wil

WASHINGTON: Pakistan has
given lobby firm Erwin Graves
Strategies a two-year contract
worth $50,000 per month after
previously scaling down a lobby-
ing blitz it had initiated last year.

According toa filing on May 1
by Erwin Graves with the US
Department of Justice, the firm
‘will assist the Pakistani embassy
in Washington with its outreach
with the US Congress, key agen-
cies such as the State Depart-
ment and Pentagon as well as

fforts to
pucl\ itself as an attractive invest-
ment destination for US firms,
especially in the critical minerals
sector, the filing said.

In the same filing made earlier
this month, Erwin Graves out-
lined the full scope of its work for
the Pakistani embassy in Wash-
ington. These services range from
reaching out to members of Con-
gress serving on sensitive com-
mittees “with jurisdiction over
foreign affairs, defence, trade,
appropriations, and national

security” to “positioning Pakistan
as a constructive and reliable
partner inareas including coun-
terterrorism, regional stability,
and democratic engagement.”
This fresh contract comes
even as Pakistan hasscaled down
its lobbying operation in Wash-
ington. HT reported in February
that Pakistan had severed ties
with a number of high profile
lobbying firms with close links to
the Trump administration, just
months after undertaking a lob-
bying blitz that saw Islamabad
spend a record $600,000 a
month in an effort to gain access

to the highest levels of the US
government. Pakistan termi-
nated its relationships with Jave-
lin Advisors, Seiden Law, Orchid
Advisers, Squire Patton Boggs
and Conscience Point Consult-
ing. Pakistan's record increase in
lobbying spending came before
the Pahalgam terror attacks in
April 2025 and India’s military
response toit in May, Operation
Sindoor. Pakistan, which was
outspending India3-1in lobbying
the Trump administration in
August last year, was spending
less than India asa result.

India had hired two lobbying

: Rescuers
pulled four people from
aflooded cave in Laos
on Saturday, Thai volu-
nteer rescuers said, ho-
urs after another man
was brought out late on
Friday. Two others
remain missing. REUTERS

firms to assist its outreach in
Washington: SHW Partnersand
Mercury Public Affairs. The
former is helmed by Jason Mil-

ler, a former Trump aide whose i
firm won a $150,000 a month Trlfl(k (al'rylngh
contract in 2025 to represent rerugees crashes

in Af, killing 22
KABUL: A truck carrying
Afghan refugeesretur-
ning from Pakistan ove-
rturned on a highway in
eastern Afghanistan on
Saturday, killing at least
22 people and injuring
about 36 others. AP

India in Washington. The latter,
which previously employed
‘White House Chief of Staff Susie
‘Wiles, won a $75,000 a month
contract in 2025 for its services
related to “public relations, com-
munications, and government
relations advice and services,
including outreach to US media
and government officials”.

I8 JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

No:- JDA/Estt./Actt./2026-27/D-989

Providing Computer Machi

www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in al
UBN No. JDA2627SLOB00113

Bid Security Online only.

Online Bids are invited up-to 5:00 PM on 18.06.2026 for

Operator Service/Computer Operator Services (High Skilled
Labour Services) on Job basis.on Job Basis. Estimated for two
yearly cost of the bid is Rs. 1800 Lakh/- The last date for
Applying Bid and making online payment on JDA portal and
is up-to 5:00 PM on 18.06.2026 Details may be seen in the
Bidding Doucment at JDA office or on the State Public
Procurement Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,

To participate in the bid, bidder has to be :

1. Registered on JDA website www. jda.rajasthan.gov.in, For
Participating in the bid, the bidder has to apply for the bid

and pay the Bidding Document Fee, RISL Processing Fee

Indra Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur - 302004

Date : 29.05.2026

ne/Computer Machine with

ind www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in.

\ , / Gujarat State Aviation Infrastructure Company|
Limited, (GUJSAIL) A Govt. of Gujarat L

Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli
E-Advertised Tender Notice No.11 ET/2026 Dated: 26.05.2026

08/06/2026 up to 18:00 Hrs.

Gujarat State Aviation Infrastructure Company|
Limited, (GUJSAIL) A Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking,
GUJSAIL Complex, Nr.Torrent Sub Station,SVPI
Airport, Ahmedabad -380 004.
Ph. No.079-22882000/ 42
Tender is invited from the well-reputed and experience
agencies for carry out the under mentioned work through
e-tendering process.

Mo

auvea

R Samwad/C/26/3791

2. Regi on e-P Portal of of Tender ID Name of Work
Rajasthan www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for online e-Bid TENDER INVITED FOR SETUP OF
submission. 308230 |FLYING TRAINING INSTITUTE AT

Dy. Commissioner (Admn)

punjab national bank

ame you can

BANK upont

MANDVI AIRSTRIPS OF THE GUJARAT

ansea Siu J?ﬂ%‘ C%mgledxsglor Ja);ren( Sub Station,SVPI|  [& y.,..,.,,.,,] Short Description aty. | e bate
irport, Ahmedabad - ¢ - . % 3 i
01 | 11261044 KITMSIdeszIdLWACCWAmm 24 Set (18.06.2026 :
Ph. No.079-22882000/ 42 m 784/ 08,701/ -7/4-2 e
Tender is invited from the we|\~repu|ed and experience 02 | 11261038 DnumnhsmdkoﬂlasemblyfarLWACCN 728Set [02.07.2026
agencies for carry out the under mentioned work through Q"’W'::'I'm“am il S JicumiciA $-Ffaar sgasn
e-tendering process. - Mem'annr'vgeF?fE':lsngsneumanc ez qag FNT TRt s fufteen wefreaera, segR dwT #
Jushing Systems o P
Tender ID Name of Work ComprefenveAnnyal Vinenancs 540Nos LI TR AT AT 0
TENDER INVITED FOR ALLOTMENT OF ower (A e sersiler Gompieton et §~ PRI ST S0/UPPCLIGM-7/E-
SPACE FOR GA MRO/AMO AT TENDER/2026-27 Reie 30.05.2026 51§~ Fifra arrfier ot
305316 Corrigendum <
ANKLESHWAR AIRSTRIP IN GUJARAT TR TR e e e T 81 75 FIfT 3TWIEE http:/letender.up.nic.in & diEel W Reiid
Y T s
ATE Daied. 15052026 | 0326117 | Insteadol26.05.2026 “-g;”a ﬁﬁ:?;:&:;”““%g":: @ o
Interested bidder may visit tender.nprocure.com for more Dy.CMMP. 4 ReAid 15.06. AR 02: wafre,
Information. The last date of online submission for tender is TS 15.086. 04:00 T

Tender No.: CNC-Operator-2026-27, Closing Date: 17.06 2026
Dy. 1Il, /, Raebareli, for and
on behalf of president of India, invites ONLINE open tender basad 'on Two packet
system from reputed firms through Indian Railways portal wwi.reps.gov.in for
Tender notice no. CNC- Operator-2026-27, Closing Date 17.06.2026 on
prescribed format for the under mentioned work- Description of work :

Area-1and. for production of machined LHB/LO
wheels from black wheels as per scope of work. Approx. Value (in 2):
25,73,06,816.00 (Five Crore Seventy Three Lakh Six Thousand Eight Hundred
Sixteen Rupees) Only including GST @ 18%, Security Deposit/ Earnest Money:
24,36,500.00 (% Four Lakh Thity Six Thousand Five Hundred) only. Cost of Tender
document: 210,000.00 % Ten Thousand Only) - Date and Time of closing of tender -

17.06.2026 at 15.30 hrs.

wwwireps.govin

 Detailed Tender Notice, Elig
conditions are available in tender document at Indi

ity criteria, Terms &
Railways portal
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/FWP-i

SERVICE CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

15/06/2026 up to 18:00 Hrs.

STATE. raterer afeoren sy, gfére-14
Interested bidder may visit tender.nprocure.com for more o
Information. The last date of online submission for tender is | | 32 21 orer feroret (sTordt)
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ARMB VARANAS|
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[E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of

$20/56-D, Kenlﬂy Road, The Mxll CANTT,

ts under the

bank.in

is", "As is what

against the respective properties.

t is", and "Whatever

an
Act, 2002 read with Rule 8 (6) and / or 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 Notice is hereby given to the public in general andin
particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive/physicalisymbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where
there is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/Secured
Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the eamest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES/SECURED ASSETS

of Eiverial Assels and Enforcement of Security Interest

O/SBal | ResevePrice

, 13 BTaTerT ST

I BT, ATEYT-273014
ezt : 9450432689

E-3er: unittdgkp@gmall.com

NIT No.: 785/ Nivida/99
D: 26

#-RiRer ggen
g e ot fr () @ SR
[?1 seEwaREr g SR

TRER|
& wiwrel Bifgar A weqear aieh|
aiferar Remer & avex da @)
Frafor a2 srgmfra amra w0
16.28 @ (shovwodlo <fea v
[ 9w i) 2 o s 0w
[ e st ¥ uofieg Sdert )

Sri Rudra Nand-Chief Manager, the Al

partculars of Secured Assefs specified in the Schedule herein above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Offcer
shall not be answerable for any eror, misstatement or omission in this prociamation. 3. The Sale wil be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided
a the Websit hitps:/ebkray.in/baanknet.com on above mentioned date & time and bidders are advised o through the poral htps:/iebkray.inbaanknet.com for
taking part in the auction., 4. For detailed term and condions of the sale, please refer com & i

ason Databeni i 26,06.2026 % Saers 17:00
Name of the END . n Lok i A

& Account Fheieo 5o Dateand. (OebIancer a5t @ §-ffan amfa @ s

o o of Properties ot B | Tmeot |0 [ | o e 2 $—Fifver v R

s E-Auction | creditors 30.05.2026 9 3T 26.06.2026 %

Branch Waeefpossessin] Last date of e sl

(PhysicalSymbolc) |deposit EMD) Faarge hu m

1. | Borrowers : 1. W/S Swastik Enterprises, Prop: Sh. | Residential Mortgage of residential| Rs,357041809 16.06.2026 Not  enderun i "im,

Shivakant Dubey S/O Jay Prakash Dubey, Add: Vill: at Arazi No. 10, Situated at| i tterinterest 0| 11:00AM | Known B &l

Kandnarpur, Near Trimuri Ent Bhata, Muradgan), | VilegeMoala - Kandharpur, Paragna-| ‘v it | 1.92.500 to o e § g d-Pfe Reie

Sadar Jaunpur UP 222001 Haveli, Tehsil Sadar, Distt. Jaunpur Area| plaxdoberctages] 25 000.00 | **%° 27.06.2026 31 JIrE 2:00 79t Tho|

2.5h Shivakant Dubey S/0 Jay Prakash Dubey, il: | %045 Hect L. ‘8‘?‘1 B aan OloI 020 s €0 Two gfie-14, Sowo Wi

Kandharpur; Muredganj Jeunpur, UP 222001 07 10.2018 vogotrad 51 Soty regxs!rar 16.06.2026 e (e, ey # fAfaen il

Guarantor : 3. Sh. Satish Kumar Dubey SIO |office Sadar, Jaunpur [t | $-ffrar 5o @1 T w0

Manikchandra Duboy, Vil: Kandharpur, Muradgani, | Volume No. 7530 & pages 267 to 27. 3,0004GST(18%) aIRiRaq 27

Jaunpur, UP 222001 ner: Jay Prakash Dubey Sio Lat ) fifer @ s R
Guarantor /Mortgagor : 4. Sh. Jai Prakash Dubey | Manikchand, Boundry (as per deed) Svmwllc F‘ m bl

SI0 Manik Ghandra Dubey, Add: Vil Kandharpur, | East-Arazi No. 11, West- Pakki Road, TqAh PSR, AR

Muradgan, Jaunpur, UP222001 Nort AveziNo. ;osmww Kumar, South-| www.cdsupjn.org T
Bran 51 (833100 ki nic.in
Tollowing further conditons: 1. The propertes aré being sold on "AS 1S WHERE 1S BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT S BASIS™ and "WHATEVER THERE 1S BASIS” 2. The [uaer & | ww gf A (Corrigen-

ia.in or Contact

uthorised Officer ( Mobile No. 9204057664)

Bank

Date : 30.05.2026, Place : Varanasi

dum) https:/l etender.up.nic.in |

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY &
ENDER NOTICE
Balch No:08126 daled: 29.05.26
For and on behalf of the President of India,
the Principal Chief Materials Manager, Ezst,
(Central Raiiway nvites e-tenders for supply|

ofthefolowing tems:
1. Tender No.: 04264671

&8 B IR wrafers ¥ et St s #1 il &
weafraa il foaver ¢ o gemifE wRUReE @ AW

upsdc.gov.in TR E
HEIIERTD -7

GAIL Gas Limited

NOTICE FOR HIRING OF CONTRACTORS FOR CGD PROJECT

GAIL Gas Limited intends to engage experienced contractors/
agencies through an on-the-spot Walk-In Selection process for
the execution of DPNG LMC/Gl works across various
Geographical Areas (GAs) of GAIL GasLimited.

The Walk-In Selection Process shall be conducted at the Venue
and Time mentioned below for the following GAs:

Air Spring Assembly (Capacity 160 KN),
Quantity : 1126 Nos, Due Date : 15.06.26,
Due Time: 14:00, 2. Tender No. : 12253460,

qualty
AC Coaches, Quaniity : 97299 Nos, Due
Date: 17.06.26, Due Time : 14:00, 3. Tender
No. 04260679, Brief Descripton : rimary
Inner Spring (Code F-06), Quantly : 1425
Nos, Due Date:22.06.26, Due Time : 14:00,
4. Tender No
Descripton : Finger Contact with Flexible
‘Shunt Assembly, Quantty : 763 Nos, Due
Date:22.06.26, Due Time : 14:
No. : 14265003, Brief Description : Cable
single core 150 g, mm, 1500 Volts, Quantity:
14375 M, Due Date : 29.06.26, Due
Time:14:00,6. TenderNo.:03254927A, Bref
Descipton : Set of Electoric Brake Valve
(EBV) Complete Assembly. Quaniy 7 Set,
DueDate:29.06.26, Due Time: 14:00,

Note: Al the above-mentioned tenders are

submit their ids or-ine through the IREPS
website at www.ireps.gov.in. All
corigendum to above- mentioned tenders|
shall also be published online in IREPS

S, s DPNGLMC/Giworks
N
1. |Seraikela-Kharsawan & West
il Jharkhand)
z -1 ol i 01.06.2026, 02.06.2026
}’g;;;,‘:{ gt Ganfem and 03.06.2026
10:00 AM to 5:30 PM
3. [Raisen, Sehore & Shajapur
(Madhya Pradesh) -
| Dhanbad (Jharkhand) ConferenceRoom,
m 3r¢ loor,
o P GAIL Gas Limited,
03254892, Brief onbhadra (Uttar Pradesh) | GAIL Jubilee Tower
6. | Sundargarh-Jharsuguda B-35/36, Sector-1, Noida
(Odisha)
0, 5. Tender

including Work Experience Certificates, GST Registration, PAN,
PF/ES| Registration (wherever applicable), and details of
available manpower and equipment.

The bidder shall submit a copy of at least one work order

for GAIL/GAIL Gas and/or their
other company.

in execution of PNG connection/pipeline- related works inthe
gas, water supply, drainage, telecom, or any other utility sector

Group Companies, or for any

Detailed Terms & C

website only. Fi
above-mentioned tenders and other supply |
tenders please visit IREPS website.
AMM-cum Secy. to PCMM|
ECRHajpur
PR/0331/HQ/Store/T/26-27/48

ContactPerson

. b, il.co.in

« sand il.co.in (Mobile N 177955)
« saksh: in (Mobile N

« anilkumari@gail.co.in (MobileNo.:7763807378)

All corrigendum/addendums to this notice will be hosted on

‘the GAIL Gas website only. Hence, you are requested to visit

the websiteregularly.
- -




