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6 terrorists 
gunned down by Pakistani forces in an 
intel-based operation in Balochistan
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BEIRUT

LEBANON’S leaders issued 
pointed calls for Iran to stop in-
terfering in their country’s af-
fairs on Friday, as Israel and 
the Tehran-backed Hezbollah 
traded attacks after a new 
ceasefire agreement collapsed 
before it even began.

Lebanese state media report-
ed fresh Israeli strikes on 
around 40 locations in south-
ern Lebanon on Friday, with 
some causing casualties, while 
Hezbollah claimed new attacks 
on Israeli troops who have in-

vaded the south. Lebanon was 
drawn into the wider West Asia 
conflict when Hezbollah at-
tacked Israel on March 2 to 
avenge the February 28 killing 
of  Iran’s leader Ayat-
ollah Ali Khamenei.

Iran, in its peace 
negotiations with 
Washington, has re-
peatedly insisted that 
the fighting in Leba-
n o n  a n d  t h e  w a r  
in the Gulf  are inextricably 
linked. Lebanese Prime Minis-
ter Nawaf  Salam addressed 
Iran’s leaders in frank terms 

during a press conference on 
Friday, telling them: “Have 
mercy on our south, stop treat-
ing it and its people as merely 
a bargaining chip to improve 

the terms of  your 
negotiations.”

“We are people of  a 
sovereign nation that 
refuses to serve as a 
mailbox for the mes-
sages of  others or as 

an open battlefield for their 
wars,” he added. “The south is 
not anyone’s reserve front.”

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun, echoing Salam’s “bar-

gaining chip” remark, offered 
a similar message for Iran. “It’s 
not your country, it’s our coun-
try,” he said. “It’s not your job 
to interfere into our country.”

Lebanese and Israeli envoys 
in Washington agreed to a 
truce this week that according 
to a statement is conditional on 
a “complete cessation” of  Hez-
bollah fire, without mention-
ing a halt to Israeli attacks.

Hezbollah flatly rejected the 
deal on Thursday, demanding 
instead a comprehensive cease-
fire and full Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon.  AFPThe site of an Israeli  strike in the southern Lebanese coastal city of Tyre |  AFP

It’s not your job to interfere, Lebanon’s prez tells Iran
Pushback comes as Tehran insists on Israel-Lebanon truce as condition for Iran-US deal 

AI-made vaccine 
trial aims at broad 
virus protection
LONDON 

A vaccine targeting a broad range of  virus-
es that was designed entirely using artifi-
cial intelligence had a “modest” effect on 
immune systems in a small, early trial, ac-
cording to a new study.

The trial marks the first time a vaccine 
whose active ingredient was entirely de-

signed by AI has been tested 
in humans, researchers at 
the University of  Cambridge 
in the UK said in a state-
ment on Friday.

The experimental jab is 
intended to be a “universal 
vaccine” which protects 
people against a range of  vi-

ruses that have previously sparked deadly 
outbreaks including SARS, MERS and Cov-
id-19. The researchers expressed hopes that 
this type of  vaccine could one day help fend 
off  future pandemics.

“We’ve converted vaccine development 
from being reactive to being future proof,” 
Cambridge researcher and study co-author 
Jonathan Heeney said in a statement. AFP

Ukrainian sea drone ‘knocked 
off course’ explodes in Romania
BUCHAREST

A Ukrainian sea drone explod-
ed Friday in Romania’s Black 
Sea port of  Constanta without 
causing injury, officials said, 
and the Ukrainian navy blamed 
Russian jamming for knocking 
the device off  course.

The sea drone was “of  the 
type used in the war in Ukraine” 
and not part of  the Romanian 
military’s inventory, Bucha-
rest’s defence ministry said in 
a statement, adding the device 
“self-destructed around 10:30 
am (0730 GMT) without causing 
any casualties”.

Ukraine confirmed the de-
vice was one of  its naval drones, 
saying it had been knocked off  
course by Russian electronic 
interference. “While carrying 
out missions in the Black Sea 
operational area, one of  the 
Ukrainian Navy’s unmanned 
surface vessels came under the 
influence of  the enemy’s elec-

tronic warfare systems, lost 
control, and ended up near the 
coast of  Romania,” Ukraine’s 
navy said.

Ukrainian foreign ministry 
spokesman Georgii Tykhyi 
said Kyiv “informed the Roma-
nian side in a timely manner of  
a naval drone that it had lost 
control because of  Russian 
jamming”. The official said ef-
fective coordination had en-
sured the taking of  “necessary 
measures to prevent harm to 
civilians”.

Tykhyi added: “This incident 
shows once again that Russia’s 
ongoing full-scale aggression 
poses a threat not only to 
Ukraine, but to the entire 
region.”

“These are Ukrainian un-
manned maritime vehicles,” 
the Russian embassy in Bucha-
rest said earlier on Telegram.

“Attempts to link these 
drones, directly or indirectly, to 
Russia and to attribute respon-
sibility for the incident to Rus-
sia are completely unfounded,” 
the embassy added. Romanian 
officials said that Ukraine in-
formed them about losing con-
trol of  four drones in total.

“In addition to the drone that 
self-destructed in the Port of  
Constanta, a second one self-
detonated, under the supervi-
sion of  the Coast Guard, off  the 
coast of  the Port of  Constanta, 
and two other drones exploded 
approximately 145 km east of  
Constanta,” Nicusor. AFP

Senate clears $70 billion for immigration crackdown
WASHINGTON

THE US Senate on Friday  
approved $70 billion in funding for 
Donald Trump’s hardline immi-
gration crackdown, but only after 
a long day of  votes on multiple 
amendments that highlighted Re-
publican infighting over some of  

the president’s other contentious 
policy proposals.

The bill would fund Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) and Border Patrol through 
the rest of  Trump’s term, handing 
the Republican leader a major vic-
tory on one of  his signature issues 
after months of  bitter fighting 

over the future of  immigration en-
forcement. It now heads to the 
House of  Representatives.

The package follows a record 
partial shutdown of  the Depart-
ment of  Homeland Security (DHS) 
earlier this year, when Democrats 
refused to support new money for 
immigration enforcement without 

restrictions on tactics such as 
raids in sensitive locations.

Republicans rejected those de-
mands, instead choosing to fund 
ICE and Border Patrol through the 
“budget reconciliation” process, 
which allows them to bypass Dem-
ocratic opposition if  they can keep 
their own members united.  AFP
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