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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Hormuz, N-stockpile are sticking issues
Local media says any potential agreement would preserve Tehran’s 
management over the strait, for which it imposes a tax on oil tankers

TEHRAN

THE United States and Iran 
have both played down chanc-
es of  a quick deal to end a war 
that has engulfed the West 
Asia and disrupted the global 
oil market. US President Don-
ald Trump said on Monday 
that a deal with Tehran would 
either be “great and meaning-
ful” or there would be “no 
deal” at all. He added that Sau-
di Arabia and other Gulf  na-
tions must normalise ties with 
Israel as part of  efforts to 
reach a deal with Iran, adding 
fresh uncertainty into pro-
tracted peace negotiations.

Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei 
said progress had been made 
in talks with Washington, but 
a final agreement was not yet 
within reach.

Talks remain inconclusive
A major issue in the talks is 
traffic through the Strait of  
Hormuz, the vital global con-
duit for oil shipments that has 
come under Iranian control 
since the outbreak of  the war. 
Iran has insisted that vessels 
must obtain permission from 
its armed forces.

Trump said on Saturday 
that “in addition to many oth-
er elements of  the 
Agreement, the Strait 
of  Hormuz will be 
opened”, a develop-
ment that would 
bring relief  to global 
energy markets.

But Iran’s Fars news agency 
said that, if  finalised, the po-
tential agreement would pre-
serve Iran’s management over 
the strategic waterway. 

Tasnim news agency re-
ported that the “status of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz would not 
revert to its pre-war situa-

tion”. Tasnim also reported 
that “the naval blockade, ac-

cording to the re-
ported framework, 
would need to be 
fully lifted within 
30 days”, referring 
to the US blockad-
ing Iranian ports.

Focus on maritime access 
Iran has long demanded the 
release of  its frozen assets 
held under longstanding US 
sanctions. According to Tas-
nim, “Iran has insisted that 
any initial understanding 
must be conditional on at least 

partial access to the assets”. 
It quoted an infor med 

source as saying that Iran 
“has stressed that there will 
be no agreement unless a 
specified portion of  Iran’s fro-
zen assets is released at the 
very first stage”. 

According to Fars, a poten-
tial understanding would also 
see the US temporarily lifting 
sanctions on oil, gas and pet-
rochemicals during the nego-
tiation period.

Iran has previously said 
that any ceasefire must apply 
to all fronts of  the regional 
war, including Lebanon. AFP

Smoke rises following an Israeli  airstrike that targeted the southern Lebanese 
village of Nabatieh |  AFP

Israel opposition 
leader says deal bad 
for country
JERUSALEM 

THE deal being discussed between the US and 
Iran fails to achieve any of  Israel’s goals for the 
war, Israel’s opposition leader Yair Lapid said 
on Monday, as he accused Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu of  failing to influence a bet-
ter agreement. 

Lapid, who is part of  an alliance attempting 
to unseat Netanyahu in elections this year, 
said details of  the emerging deal are 
“disturbing.”

“The deal is bad for Israel, bad for the re-
gion, bad for the citizens of  

Iran,” Lapid told reporters 
in Jerusalem.

Israel and the US launched 
the war on February 28 vow-
ing to destroy Iran’s ballistic 
missile program, end its 
support for proxy militant 
groups across the region 
and end Iran’s ability to pur-

sue a nuclear bomb. Both 
Netanyahu and President 
Donald Trump also said they 

hoped to create conditions to topple Iran’s 
government.

According to regional officials, under the 
current deal being discussed Iran would give 
up its stockpile of  highly enriched uranium 
and reopen the strategic Strait of  Hormuz in 
exchange for ending a US blockade of  Iranian 
ports and the lifting of  sanctions against Iran. 
Key details on Iran’s nuclear program would 
then be negotiated during a 60-day period. It is 
unclear if  the deal will address Iran’s missiles 
or support for regional militant groups. 

Lapid thanked Trump for backing Israel in 
the war, but criticised Netanyahu for allow-
ing the US to negotiate a potential deal with 
little coordination with Israel. He said Isra-
el’s ability to influence Washington had hit 
“an all-time low”. Netanyahu has repeatedly
stressed to Trump that Israel maintains 
“freedom of  action” against threats in any 
arena, according to an official familiar with 
the prime minister’s conversations with 
Trump, who spoke on condition of  anonym-
ity. AP

Yair Lapid, Israel’s 
opposition leader 

Israel orders evacuations in Lebanon ahead of strikes
JERUSALEM: Israel’s military on Monday warned residents of 10 
villages in southern Lebanon to evacuate ahead of expected strikes 
on alleged Hezbollah targets. Military spokesman Avichay Adraee 
accused Hezbollah of violating the ceasefire agreement and urged 
civilians to move at least 1,000 metres away. Later, fresh evacuation 
warnings were issued for buildings near the city of Tyre, which Israel 
said were linked to Hezbollah facilities. Despite an April 17 ceasefire, 
Israel and Hezbollah have continued near-daily exchanges of fire. 
Lebanese authorities say Israeli strikes since early March have killed 
over 3,100 people. The Israeli military also said a soldier was killed in 
southern Lebanon on Sunday, raising its military death toll to 23.

MECCA

The annual Hajj pilgrimage, 
one of  the Five Pillars of  Islam, 
officially began on Monday. 
More than 1.5 million pil-
grims have arrived in Saudi 
Arabia from outside the coun-
try, Saleh bin Saad Al-Murab-
ba, commander of  the Hajj 
passport forces, said on Fri-
day. The faithful have been 

pouring into the country for 
the Hajj against the backdrop 
of  a tenuous ceasefire in the 
Iran war and related regional 
tensions and uncertainty.
Egyptian pilgrim Samya Ab-
dul Moneim said she was grate-
ful to God that she made it to 
the Hajj, which is required 
once in a lifetime of  every Mus-
lim who can afford it and is 
physically able to make it. “I 

am in a state of  blessing and 
happiness,” she said in Mecca 
on Sunday. “It’s an indescriba-
ble feeling, truly. I mean, thank 
God, I am in a blessing.”Typically 
on the first day, many pilgrims 
in Mecca converge on a vast 
tent camp in the nearby desert. 
Ahead of  that, pilgrims have 
been circling the cube-shaped 
Kaaba in the Grand Mosque in 
sweltering temperatures.  AP

J O U R N E Y  O F  F A I T H

A sea of Muslim pilgrims land in Mecca for Hajj

VIENTIANE

CAVE rescue experts 
from Thailand who aid-
ed the dramatic 2018 re-
trieval of  a youth foot-
ball team joined efforts 
Monday to extract seven 
people trapped in a 
flooded cave for five days 
in neighbouring Laos, 
Laotian state media 
said.

Seven Laotian villag-
ers entered the cave in 
central  Xaysomboun 
province, about 125 kilo-
metres (78 miles) north-
east of  the capital Vien-
tiane, on May 20, state-run 
Laophattana News said. 
They were searching for 
gold but were trapped in-
side the cave after heavy 
rain triggered flash flood-
ing, blocking their exit, it 
added. Authorities and 
villagers have been work-
ing to pump water out of  
the cave, but rescue 
teams have not been able 
to reach the group. “We 
still do not know whether 
there are any signs of  life 
or if  they are still alive,” 
Bounkham Luanglat, 
president of  a Laotian 
volunteer rescue associa-
tion, told AFP. AFP

Thai rescuers 
race to reach 
7 trapped in 
Laos cave

Pilgrims discuss circumambulating the Kaaba, during the 
annual Hajj  pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia |  AP
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