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Hungary greenlights Ukraine’s EU accession 
negotiations after minority rights progress: 
Budapest: Hungary has given its approval for Ukraine to 
open its first European union negotiating cluster, Hungarian 
Prime Minister Peter Magyar said. "We were able to approve 
at the ambassadorial level the opening of the first cluster in 
Ukraine's accession negotiations with the European union 
(EU)," Magyar said at a joint press conference with his Irish 
counterpart, Micheal Martin, here on Thursday. 

Magyar said Budapest reached an agreement with Kyiv 
regarding the language, cultural, educational, and political 
rights of the Hungarian minority in Ukraine's 
Transcarpathia region.With Ukraine committing to 
implementing the necessary legislative changes, Hungary 
supports the opening of the negotiation cluster, he added. 
Martin, the first foreign head of government to visit 
Budapest since the formation of the new Hungarian 
government, arrived ahead of Ireland taking over the 
rotating EU Council presidency on 1 July, according to 
Xinhua.Magyar said Hungary values Ireland's pragmatic 
approach to European affairs and supports efforts to 
strengthen the bloc's competitiveness, while respecting 
fundamental EU values.
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Israel strikes southern Lebanon after evacuation warnings to several villages
AGENCIES 
Dibbine (Lebanon), 5 June  

 

Israel’s air force struck 
different parts of southern 
Lebanon on Friday as the 
military issued evacuation 

warnings for nine villages, 
including one that has been 
spared much of the destruction 
and was sheltering thousands 
of people displaced by the 
three-month war. 

Six people were killed, Lebanon’s 
state news agency reported. 
The warnings forced hundreds 
of families to flee the village of 
Anqoun and the area of Aarnaya, 
on the edge of the predominantly 
Christian village of Maghdoucheh, 
near the southern port city of 
Sidon. 

The strikes came a day after 
the Hezbollah militant group 

rejected the latest ceasefire 
agreement between Israel and 
the Lebanese government, and 
demanded a complete Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon. 

Lebanon’s Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Berri, a strong ally of 
Hezbollah who has been acting 
as a mediator on behalf of the 

group, said that he accepts 
Hezbollah’s withdrawal from 
the areas south of the Litani 
River as long as it coincides 
with the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from southern Lebanon. 
It was his first comment on the 
agreement reached in Washington 
this week. 

The river, located about 30 
kilometres north of the border 
with Israel, forms the boundary 
of a 2006 UN-established buffer 
zone in which Hezbollah is 
banned. Israeli troops have 
currently pushed far past the 
Litani River into southern 
Lebanon.Berri added in a 
statement that the ceasefire 
should be “complete and 
comprehensive” without any 
restrictions or conditions on 
land, at sea and in the air, and 
“without bulldozing and 
demolishing everything that 
exists.” He was referring to wide 
areas that have been demolished 
by Israeli troops. 

Berri criticised the creation 
of “pilot zones” in the agreement 
as well as calls for a unilateral 
ceasefire by Hezbollah and its 
withdrawal from border areas 

south of the Litani River. 
The war in Lebanon, where 

Israeli forces have seized large 
swaths of the south since 2 
March, threatens efforts to end 
the Iran war and reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz, a globally 
important conduit for oil, natural 
gas, fertilizer and other commodities. 
Iran has demanded that any 

lasting truce extend to Lebanon. 
Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who faces elections later this 
year, wants to press ahead with 
Israel’s offensive until Hezbollah 
no longer poses a threat. Nearly 
three hours after Friday’s 

evacuation warnings were issued 
by the Israeli military’s Arabic 
spokesperson, Israeli warplanes 
struck the villages, including 
Anqoun. About 2,500 people 
displaced by the fighting were 
sheltering in Anqoun, the 

Lebanese news agency NNA 
reported.On Thursday, drone 
alert sirens had sounded in 
several border communities in 
northern Israel, including a 
town where Netanyahu had 
met earlier with local officials.

US Senate passes $70B immigration 
enforcement fund bill: 
Washington: The Senate passed legislation to fund 
President Donald Trump’s immigration enforcement 
agencies early Friday, after weeks of delays and fierce 
backlash to an unrelated $1.776 billion settlement fund that 
threatened to derail the bill. 

Senators voted 52-47 to pass the $70 billion legislation to 
fund Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Border 
Patrol for the next three years, through the end of Trump’s 
term, after Democrats blocked the money for months. The 
bill will now head to the House, which is expected to take it 
up next week. 

The final vote came just before 5 a.m., after Republicans 
narrowly defeated multiple attempts by members of both 
parties to add language to the bill that would permanently 
ban Trump’s settlement fund for allies who believe they’ve 
been politically persecuted. 

Republicans cleared the last major hurdle overnight 
when they defeated an amendment proposed by one of 
their own members, Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy, that would 
have redirected payments from the settlement to members 
of law enforcement who were injured when a mob of 
Trump supporters seeking to overturn his 2020 
presidential election loss attacked the Capitol on 6 January, 
2021. 

The amendments were a test of party unity that 
complicated what should have been an easy vote for 
Republicans who wanted to keep the focus on immigration 
enforcement in an election year. Instead, they spent almost 
a full day haggling among themselves over whether to 
block the settlement fund, even after acting Attorney 
General Todd Blanche had said earlier this week that it 
would not go forward.

BEETLE BAILEY

TIGER

DADDY DAZE

LEISURE

10 MINIUTE CROSSWORD

ACROSS 
 

1   ? (12) 

8   Vigorous campaign (7) 

9   Clothing (4) 

10 ? (2,9) 

13 Brought bad luck to (6) 

14 See title (4,2) 

15 Musician (11) 

18 Cutlery item (4) 

19 ? (2,2,3) 

21 ? (6,6) 

DOWN 
 
2   Wealthy (4) 
3   Flightless bird (3) 
4   Fish, shellfish, etc (7) 
5   50-50 odds (5) 
6   Vagrants (9) 
7   Make smarter (6,2) 
11 Closest relative (4,2,3) 
12 Threatening (8) 
14 Drinking vessel (7) 
16 Lift with effort (5) 
17 Worshipped image (4) 
20 Self-image (3)

ACROSS: 
 
1    Low,  
3    Bait (Lobate), 
7    Transit,  
8    Basis, 
10  Intransigent, 

12  Extant,  
13  Iguana,  
16  Incomparable, 
19  Mimic,  
20  Enhance,  
21  Haul,  
22  Yak. 

DOWN:  
 
1    Lute,  
2    Whatnot,  
3    Bibliography, 
4    Issue, 
5    Astronomical, 

6    Stink,  
9    Satnav, 
11  Helium,  
14  Aplenty,  
15  Fated, 
17  Comma, 
18  Desk.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY S CROSSWORD

By arrangement with The Independent Fig-
ures in parentheses denote  

the number of letters in the words required

Sudoku is a number placing 
puzzle based on a 9 9 grid 
with several given numbers. 
The object is to place the 

numbers 1 to 9 in the empty 
squares so that no row, no 

column and no 3 3 box con-
tains the same number. The 

difficulty level increases 
through the week.

Answer the Puzzle

NEED TO KNOW

1. Centralized Emergency Services (Pan-India) 
The most significant change since that clipping was printed is the 
rollout of India’s unified emergency response network. Frag-
mented local numbers have been integrated: 
National Emergency Integrated Helpline: 
112 (Instantly dispatches Police, Fire, or Medical emergencies 
without needing individual local landlines). 
National Ambulance Service: 102 (Dedicated, free state-run  
medical transit across West Bengal). Police Control (Direct):100 
Fire Services (Direct):101 
2. Blood Banks (Updated to 10-Digit Formats) 
Local landlines in Kolkata now require the 033 city code when dialed 
from mobile devices. The major local banks from the list remain core 
institutions but with updated exchange configurations: 
Central Blood Bank (Maniktala):033-23510619 / 033-23510620 
Peoples Blood Bank (Bhowanipore):033-24555164 / 033-24555557 
RK Mission Seva Pratishthan:033-24753636 (Main corporate exchange line) 
Ashok Laboratory / Blood Bank: 033-24720333 
Life Care Blood Bank: 033-22846940 
Howrah District Blood Bank: 033-26411227 
3. 24-Hour Medical Oxygen Delivery 
BOC India Ltd.:The 8-digit mobile number listed in the clipping 
(9831277777) is no longer a public hotline. BOC India has officially 
re-branded as Linde India Limited. Their central administrative  

headquarters (Oxygen House on Taratala Road, Kolkata) coordinates 
institutional supply at 033-24014708. 
Note for Consumers: For standard domestic home oxygen cylinders, 
citizens now rely on local medical oxygen aggregators or local emer-
gency club desks. 
4. Civic Services & Utilities 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC): The old 7-digit lines 
have been upgraded to dedicated toll-free helplines and digital 
bots:Toll-Free Control Room: 1800-345-3375 or 1600-33-3375 
Direct Central Lines:* 033-22861212 / 033-22861313 
WhatsApp Grievance Bot: 8335988888 
CESC Fault Reporting: The 4-digit number 1912 has been mod-
ernized nationwide to 1912 (and secondary line 033-44031912). 
WhatsApp reporting deck at 7439001912. 
5. Police & Regional HQ Lines 
Lalbazar (Central Police Control Room):033-22143230/033-22143024 
BhawaniBhawan (CID HQ): 033-24791761 / 033-24791933 
Salt Lake Fire Station: 033-23575293 
6. Indian Railways (Howrah, Sealdah, Shalimar) 
Integrated Railway Helpline: 139 
7. Outdated Telecom & Transit Features : Kolkata Traffic Police 
Control Room via WhatsApp at 9830010000 or by dialing 1073 
Taxi Refusal via SMS (57575), Calcutta Telephones (1951, 1952, 
1953), BSNL helpline at 1500.

Answers to ?  clues are suggested by words forming 
the  


