
6 terrorists 
gunned down by Pakistani forces in an 
intel-based operation in Balochistan
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BEIRUT

LEBANON’S leaders issued 
pointed calls for Iran to stop 
interfering in their country’s 
affairs on Friday, as Israel and 
the Tehran-backed Hezbollah 
traded attacks after a new 
ceasefire agreement collapsed 
before it even began.

Lebanese state media re-
ported fresh Israeli strikes on 
around 40 locations in south-
ern Lebanon on Friday, with 
some causing casualties, while 
Hezbollah claimed new at-
tacks on Israeli troops who 
have invaded the south, in-
cluding with drones and 
rockets.

Lebanon was drawn into the 
wider West Asia conflict when 
Hezbollah attacked Israel on 
March 2 to avenge the Febru-
ary 28 killing of  Iran’s leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Iran, in its peace negotia-
tions with Washington, has 
repeatedly insisted that the 
fighting in Lebanon and the 
war in the Gulf  are 
i n e x t r i c a b l y
linked. Lebanese 
Prime Minister 
Nawaf  Salam ad-
dressed Iran’s lead-
ers in frank terms 
during a press con-
ference on Friday, telling 
them: “Have mercy on our 
south, stop treating it and its 
people as merely a bargaining 
chip to improve the terms of  
your negotiations.”

“We are the people of  a sov-
ereign nation that refuses to 
serve as a mailbox for the mes-
sages of  others or as an open 
battlefield for their wars,” he 

added. “The south 
is not anyone’s re-
serve front.”

Lebanese Presi-
dent Joseph Aoun, 
echoing Salam’s 
“bargaining chip” 
remark, offered a 

similar message for Iran.
“It’s not your country, it’s 

our country,” he said. “It’s not 
your job to interfere into our 
country.”

Lebanese and Israeli envoys 

in Washington agreed to a 
truce this week that according 
to a statement is conditional 
on a “complete cessation” of  
Hezbollah fire, without men-
tioning a halt to Israeli 
attacks.

Hezbollah flatly rejected the 
deal on Thursday, demanding 
instead a comprehensive 
ceasefire and full Israeli with-
drawal from south Lebanon. 

Lebanese parliament speak-
er and Hezbollah ally Nabih 
Berri said Friday that the 
group would withdraw from 
the area south of  Lebanon’s 
Litani River if  these condi-
tions were met. AFP

UN doubles appeal 
for Lebanon aid to 
$640 millon 
The UN on Friday more than 
doubled its aid appeal for 
Lebanon as the country reels 
from Israel’s war against 
Iran-backed Hezbollah, 
saying nearly $640 million 
was needed over six months. 
“Communities across 
Lebanon have faced an 
appalling situation due to 
the escalation of hostilities,” 
Imran Riza, the UN’s resident 
humanitarian coordinator 
for Lebanon, told reporters 
in Geneva, speaking from 
Beirut. He said Israeli 
attacks have killed more 
than 3,500 people and 
injured over 10,000 others 
since Hezbollah drew 
Lebanon into the war

The site of an Israeli  strike in the southern Lebanese coastal city of Tyre |  AFP

Not your country, stop interfering, 
Lebanon’s president warns Iran 
Pushback comes as Tehran insists on Israel-Lebanon truce as condition for Iran-US deal 

An explosion of sea drone is seen in Constanta port, Romania on Friday | AP

Ukrainian sea drone 
‘knocked off course’ 
explodes in Romania
BUCHAREST

A Ukrainian sea drone exploded Friday in Romania’s 
Black Sea port of  Constanta without causing injury, of-
ficials said, and the Ukrainian navy blamed Russian jam-
ming for knocking the device off  course.

The sea drone was “of  the type used in the war in 
Ukraine” and not part of  the Romanian military’s inven-
tory, Bucharest’s defence ministry said in a statement, 
adding the device “self-destructed around 10:30 am (0730 
GMT) without causing any casualties”.

Ukraine confirmed the device was one of  its naval 
drones, saying it had been knocked off  course by Russian 
electronic interference. “While carrying out missions in 
the Black Sea operational area, one of  the Ukrainian 
Navy’s unmanned surface vessels came under the influ-
ence of  the enemy’s electronic warfare systems, lost con-

trol, and ended up near the coast of  Ro-
mania,” Ukraine’s navy said.

Ukrainian foreign ministry spokes-
man Georgii Tykhyi said Kyiv “in-
formed the Romanian side in a timely 
manner of  a naval drone that it had lost 
control because of  Russian jamming”. 

The official said effective coordination had ensured the 
taking of  “necessary measures to prevent harm to 
civilians”.

“These are Ukrainian unmanned maritime vehicles,” 
the Russian embassy in Bucharest said earlier on 
Telegram.

“Attempts to link these drones, directly or indirectly, 
to Russia and to attribute responsibility for the incident 
to Russia are completely unfounded,” the embassy add-
ed. Romanian officials said that Ukraine informed them 
about losing control of  four drones in total.

“In addition to the drone that self-destructed in the 
Port of  Constanta, a second one self-detonated, under the 
supervision of  the Coast Guard, off  the coast of  the Port 
of  Constanta, and two other drones exploded approxi-
mately 145 km east of  Constanta,” President Nicusor 
Dan wrote on X. AFP

AI-designed jab that targets wide 
range of viruses tested on humans
LONDON

A vaccine targeting a broad 
range of  viruses that was de-
signed entirely using artificial 
intelligence had a “modest” ef-
fect on immune systems in a 
small, early trial, according  
to a new study.

The trial marks the first time 
a vaccine whose active ingredi-
ent was entirely designed by AI 
has been tested in humans, re-
searchers at the University of  
Cambridge in the UK said in a 
statement on Friday.

The experimental jab is in-
tended to be a “universal vac-
cine” which protects people 
against a range of  viruses that 
have previously sparked deadly 
outbreaks including SARS, 
MERS and Covid-19. The re-
searchers expressed hopes that 

this type of  vaccine could help 
fend off  future pandemics.

“We’ve converted vaccine de-
velopment from being reactive 
to being future proof,” Cam-
bridge researcher and study co-
author Jonathan Heeney said 
in a statement. Currently, vac-
cines for viruses such as the flu 
and Covid have to be regularly 
updated to target the latest 
strains. But the new vaccine 
aims to produce an immune re-
sponse that will protect against 
many pathogens—including 

some circulating among wild 
animals that might jump over 
into humans in the future.

“It means we can escape the 
constant cycle of  chasing the 
virus variants circulating in 
humans and updating the vac-
cines to try to catch up, like a 
dog chasing its tail,” Heeney 
explained. To design the vac-
cine’s active component, called 
the antigen, the researchers 
used a machine learning algo-
rithm trained on genetic data 
for Sarbeco coronaviruses re-
corded across the world.

“This is about making vac-
cines that protect us, not just 
from today’s viruses, but pro-
tect us from what can cause the 
next outbreak or disease,” 
Heeney told BBC. “This is a 
fundamental shift in how we 
prepare for pandemics.”  AFP

Andrew sublet royal cottages, audit reveals
London: The former Prince Andrew made money by 
subletting three cottages on the estate where he lived rent-
free for two decades, a report on the royal family’s properties 
released Friday by the UK public spending watchdog said. It 
also disclosed that his daughters, Princess Beatrice and 
Princess Eugenie, live in rent-controlled palace properties 
paid for by their uncle, King Charles III. The amount of income 
was not included in the report. The audit was carried out at 
the request of lawmakers
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PROBLEMS ARE NOT 
STOP SIGNS, THEY ARE 
GUIDELINES ❯  
ROBERT H SCHULLER
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