
07 MADURAI TUESDAY 09�06�2026

‘HR&CE activities will be  
made more devotee-friendly’ 
DINDIGUL: HR&CE minister S 
Ramesh stated that the 
department’s functioning over 
the last five years had been 
predominantly driven by 
commercial interests. Speaking to 
media in Palani, Ramesh said 
changes will be implemented to 
make these activities more 
beneficial to devotees and 
general public. To a question 
about Hindu outfits voicing 
objection to Minister Nirmal 
Kumar’s remarks on 
Thirupparankundram deepam 
issue, the minister said, “I am here 
to make decisions and monitor 
the working of the HR&CE 
department. Decisions related to 
such issues are directly taken by 
the cabinet and chief minister.” 
Earlier, the minister  inspected 
annadhanam scheme and 
Panchamirtham production units 
managed by the HR&CE 
department. He also inspected 
the Dhandayudhapani Temple. 

Closing 717 Tasmac shops will 
cause loss of `8-`11k-cr/yr: Min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dindigul

THE 717 liquor shops which 
were recently closed down 
yielded high revenue to the 
government and more outlets 
could be shut, stated Minister 
for Prohibition and Excise K 
Vignesh in Dindigul on 
Monday.

Speaking to media 
persons, the minister 
mentioned that the liq-
uor sector brings enor-
mous income to the 
State exchequer.

“These weren’t iso-
lated shops. Each shop 
had a turnover of  `5-25 
lakh per day. As a result, there 
would be a  revenue loss of  
`8,000-`11,000 crore every year. 
After making up the revenue 
loss to the government from 
the incomes of  other depart-
ments, we will be closing more 
shops in Tamil Nadu,” Vignesh 
said.

The issue of  collecting `10 
extra on each liquor bottle will 
be resolved in the next Assem-
bly session, he added.  

Aside, the Minister ex-
pressed disappointment on the 
condition of  the Dindigul town 
bus stand after an inspection.

“There weren’t proper chairs 
for the public. The con-
dition of  the bathroom 
and restrooms was pa-
thetic. Even the drink-
ing  water  on  the 
premises was pumped 
from a Sintex tank, 
raising suspicion on 
hygiene. When we buy 
bottled water, we hesi-
tate to drink the water 

after three days. But what 
about the water inside the Sin-
tex tank?” The ministers also 
claimed the TVK government 
has changed the entire routine 
in the administration.

“We have to change from the 
root,”  he stated in this 
context. 

Six booked for 
hurling casteist 
remarks against 
female student
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dindigul

SIX, including a male hostel 
warden, of  a private engineer-
ing college have been booked 
under SC/ST act for allegedly 
hurling casteist remarks 
against a female student in the 
Dindigul district. 

According to a police source, 
a 22-year-old female student 
had enrolled in a private engi-
neering college in the Dindigul 
district in 2022. However, after 
two years, she discontinued the 
course and dropped out of  the 
girl’s hostel facility, which was 
located inside the college 
premises. Last week, upon the 
advice of  her parents to pursue 
the graduation course and clear 
her arrears, she moved to the 
girl’s hostel to speak with her 
friends. 

She, along with her friends 
and the girls’ hostel in charge, 
walked to the management de-
partment of  the college, stating 
her wish to clear her arrears 
and requesting books for the 
purpose. But the college au-
thorities refused to support her. 
They mentioned that the stu-
dent did not study properly and 
allegedly hurled caste slurs. 
Following the alleged verbal 
abuse, the girl lodged a com-
plaint with Pattiveeranpatti po-
lice station. After the investiga-
tion, a case was registered 
against the six, including the 
male warden of  the college, un-
der SC/ST Act.

K Vignesh

E X P R E S S  R E A D

8 killed, 6 injured in blast 
at RINL Vizag Steel Plant
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

IN a ghastly industrial acci-
dent, eight workers were killed 
and six others injured in a ma-
jor explosion at the Steel Melt-
ing Shop-1 (SMS-1) of  Rashtriya 
Ispat Nigam Limited (RINL), 
the corporate entity of  Visa-
khapatnam Steel Plant, on 
Monday.

The accident occur red 
around 4.15 pm while molten 
steel was being transported 
within the steelmaking unit. 
Reports indicate that nearly 150 
tonnes of  molten steel, heated 
to about 1,500 degrees Celsius, 
was being moved through a la-
dle when a sudden explosion 
took place, triggering a fire and 
causing molten metal to spill 
across the shop floor.

The impact was severe, leav-
ing eight workers dead at the 
site. Six others sustained seri-
ous injuries and were rushed to 
hospitals in the city for treat-
ment. Hospital sources said 
four of  the injured are stable, 
while two remain in critical 

condition. Family members of  
the critically injured workers 
said one suffered extensive 
burn injuries and another sus-
tained severe complications 
due to heavy smoke inhalation.
The deceased include five regu-
lar employees of  the steel plant 
— Gonthina Bhanu Kumar, G.V. 
Appa Rao, M. Krishna Nagu, K. 
Prabhakar and Gold Kumar 
and three contract workers.

Injured workers from Visakhaptanam 
Steel Plant being shifted to hospitals 
on Monday evening |  EXPRESS

‘Burden of 
sand price hike 
being absorbed 
by builders’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

TAMIL Nadu Stone Quarries, 
Crusher Units and Lorry Own-
ers Association president K 
Chinnasamy, however, denied 
the allegations and said the 
quarries are selling the materi-
als at prices way lower than the 
rates fixed by the government.
 “Due to higher production 
and lower demand, we have 
been selling the products at low-
er rates. The government has 
fixed ̀ 4,000 for per unit of  grav-
el, and `5,000 and `6,000 for per 
unit of  m-sand and p-sand, re-
spectively, a few years ago. But 
the prices will increase if  the 
government continues to close 
down quarries,” he warned. He 
also suggested that the govern-
ment condone the violations 
and liberalise the rules. 
 “TN is the only state where 
quarrying is allowed only to a 
certain depth and for a certain 
quantity,” he added. Over the 
past few days, the Department 
of  Geology and Mining had in-
spected 431 stone quarries 
across TN and detected viola-
tions in 155 quarries. Following 
the findings, operations in 67 
quarries were temporarily sus-
pended. Further action is being 
taken to suspend quarrying op-
erations in the remaining 88 
quarries, sources said.

W S Habib, president of  
CREDAI - TN, said the crisis 
will not only slow down ongoing 
projects, but it will also lead to 
job losses. Pointing out that the 
demand for m-sand and p-sand 
have gone up due to the ban on 
river sand mining, Sella Raja-
mani, president of  TN Sand 
Lorry Owners Federation, 
opined that the government 
should end the monopoly of  
stone quarry owners by allow-
ing river sand mining.  

(With inputs from Vivanesh 
Parthiban in Tiruchy and MS 
Thanaraj in Madurai)

Officials booked for criminal 
conspiracy and cheating
Continued from page 1: The CBI said the above 
allegation discloses the commission of offences, 
punishable under section 7 of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988 (as amended in 201 B) and 
section 120B and 420 of the Indian Penal Code, 
by the then officials of Tangedco, other public 
servants, and private persons/contractors. 
Hence, the central agency has registered a case 
for criminal conspiracy, cheating and abuse of 
official position as a public servant.

Chitra hospital completes 
100+ open heart surgeries
VIRUDHUNAGAR: Chitra Hospital’s 
cardiothoracic team completed 100+ 
open heart surgeries bringing big-city 
cardiac care to Rajapalayam Dr. Suresh 
Babu, Managing Director of Chitra 
Hospital views this milestone as proof 
of a wider principle that excellence in 
cardiac care need not be confined to 
metropolitan hospitals. The 
cardiothoracic team at Chitra Hospital 
has carried out Coronary Artery Bypass 
Grafting (CABG), Valve Replacement 
Surgeries, Atrial Septal Defect (ASD) 
Closures, Bentall Surgery for complex 
aortic conditions, and removal of Left 
Atrial Myxoma. Working alongside him 
are cardiothoracic surgeons Dr. Jahnavi 
Suvarapu and Dr. Siddharth, cardiac 
anaesthetists Dr Ramesh and Dr Durai 
Arasu, intensivist Dr Bindhya and 
interventional cardiologists Dr 
Gnanaguru and Dr A B Gopalamurugan.

‘Cong’s approach weakening 
parties opposed to BJP’
Continued from page 1: Incidentally, at 
the INDIA bloc meeting in New Delhi on 
Monday, VCK and CPM, who are still 
part of the alliance, expressed their 
reservation over the approach of the 
Congress, which, they said, is weakening 
anti-BJP parties in the respective states. 
VCK leader Thol Thirumavalavan, who 
took part in the meeting, said, “In 
Kerala, WB, and TN, the approach 
adopted by Congress has weakened the 
parties that have been the backbone of 
this alliance, namely TMC, Marxist 
Communist Party, and DMK. This is not 
desirable. Congress must review its 
approach.” A fuming CPM MP John 
Brittas said, “It’s been three years since 
the inception of the INDIA. We all came 
together to fight the BJP. Congress MP 
Manickam Tagore said that 
strengthening Congress would not 
amount to weakening other parties.

Petition seeks release of funds 
under Kalaignar Kanavu Illam
MADURAI: A group of differently-abled 
persons and transgender beneficiaries 
submitted a petition to District 
Collector P Akash on Monday, urging 
the administration to expedite the 
release of funds under the Kalaignar 
Kanavu Illam housing scheme. 
According to petitioners, approval 
orders were issued three years ago for 
the construction of houses for 181 
beneficiaries from the differently-
abled and transgender communities at 
Thenur on the Madurai-Dindigul Road. 
They stated that while the first 
installment of funds had been 
released for a majority of the 
beneficiaries, 76 beneficiaries are yet 
to receive the initial allocation. 
Further, the second installment of 
funds has not been released to those 
whose housing projects had already 
commenced, they alleged.  ENS

Three pilgrims from Nellore district were killed, 
and 15 others were injured when a private bus 
carrying devotees on a Kashi Yatra collided with 
a truck near Aurangabad in Bihar

THREE 
KILLED
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YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR INSPIRATION. 
YOU HAVE TO GO AFTER IT WITH A CLUB 
❯ JACK LONDON


