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A 19-year-old youth was arrested for allegedly 
beating his father to death over a family row. The 
accused was M Maharajan of Tirunelveli Junction 
in Chennai, and the deceased was Mayandi

YOUTH  
HELD

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

A 35-year-old Sudanese nation-
al was placed under observa-
tion in an isolation ward at 
Gandhi Hospital on Thursday 
after routine thermal screen-
ing at the Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (RGIA), Hy-
derabad, detected a fever.

According to an airport offi-
cial, the traveller had recently 
visited Uganda and South Su-
dan and had arrived in the city 
for a scheduled knee surgery. 

During routine thermal 
screening at RGIA, he recorded 
a temperature of  around 100°F, 
following which airport health 
officials alerted the State’s 
medical response team. 

The individual was subse-
quently shifted to Gandhi Hos-
pital, Telangana’s primary nod-
a l c e n t r e  f o r  E b o l a 
preparedness.

Talking to TNIE, Dr Vamsi 
Krishna, nodal officer for Ebola 
preparedness at Gandhi Hospi-
tal, said, “The passenger was 
shifted to a separate isolation 
room as a precautionary meas-
ure following the airport 
screening. Medical teams have 
collected blood samples, urine 
samples and swabs for labora-
tory testing. The samples have 
been sent to the Centre for Cel-
lular and Molecular Biology 
(CCMB) and we are awaiting 

for the report. If  the findings 
are positive or raise any suspi-
cion, the samples may be for-
warded to the National Insti-
tute of  Virology (NIV), Pune, 
for further confirmation.”

He said the individual is cur-
rently stable and has not exhib-
ited fever or any other symp-
toms since admission.

The nodal officer also empha-
sised that no conclusions can 
be drawn until the test results 
are received. “The patient is 
asymptomatic and under ob-
servation. It may not necessar-
ily be a serious infection; it 
could be something else. We are 
conducting routine investiga-
tions and will decide the course 
of  treatment after receiving the 
reports and also we are trying 
to obtain detailed medical and 
travel information from the pa-
tient,” he added.

One held for stealing 18 hard disks from TNEB HQ
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

A 31-year-old technician em-
ployed by a private firm con-
tracted by the Tamil Nadu Elec-
tricity Board (TNEB) was 
arrested on Thursday for alleg-
edly stealing 18 hard disks con-
taining official data from the 
T N E B  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n 
Chennai. 

Police said they have recov-
ered all 18 hard disks, and fur-
ther arrests are likely. During 
interrogation, the accused, 
identified as Gopinath, alleg-

edly confessed to stealing the 
hard disks and claimed that he 
had sold them as scrap at a shop 
in Bengaluru, police sources 
said. 

Gopinath had been 
working as a technician 
at the TNEB headquar-
ters for the last 11 
months. He regularly 
handled the repair and 
maintenance of  compu-
ter hardware and software 
systems.

Addressing reporters in 
Chennai, Electricity Minister 
CTR Nirmalkumar said a few 

persons linked to the incident 
were taken to Bengaluru for 
further investigation. “Efforts 
are on to ascertain the data 

stored in those hard disks 
and to retrieve them 

through digital back-
ups. We are confident 
that important records 
can be restored. No one 
involved in the offence 

will be spared. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against all 

those found responsible,” he 
added. 

According to police sources, 
the theft occurred last week but 

came to light only after hard 
disks were found missing from 
computers at the headquarters. 
While at least 18 hard disks 
were allegedly stolen, depart-
mental authorities lodged com-
plaints regarding 14 missing 
units on June 2.

Following complaints from 
TNEB officials, the board’s vig-
ilance wing initiated a prelimi-
nary inquiry and alerted the 
police. Based on the complaint, 
the Chennai police formed mul-
tiple special teams on the direc-
tions of  the city police commis-
sioner to investigate the case.

Karnataka to set up NRI Secretariat 
CM DKS says NRI Secretariat will engage with overseas Indians and promote investments

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

CHIEF Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Thursday announced 
that the government will estab-
lish separate secretariats for 
public grievances and Non-Res-
ident Indians (NRIs). A dedi-
cated minister will hear com-
plaints and demands from 
people visiting Bengaluru, 
while the NRI Secretariat will 
facilitate engagement with 
overseas Indians and promote 
investments in Karnataka, he 
said. 

Officials concerned have 
been directed to frame the nec-
essary legislation for the initia-
tive, the chief  minister said.

Speaking to reporters after 
he held a meeting with senior 
officials, Shivakumar said a 
separate secretariat will be es-
tablished to hear and address 
public grievances, 
particularly those of  
people staging pro-
tests and demonstra-
tions in Bengaluru 
and other parts of  
the State. 

The chief  minister 
also said several 
groups approach the 
government every day with 
various demands and issues, 
and their grievances must be 
heard. He said the facts behind 
their demands shall be verified 
and a prompt response will be 

provided. There is a need for a 
dedicated secretariat to hold 
discussions with the represent-
atives of  protesting groups and 
facilitate timely resolution of  

their concerns, he 
said. 

On the proposed 
NRI Secretariat, Shi-
vakumar said, “I 
have directed offi-
cials to frame appro-
priate legislation to 
facilitate engage-
ment with Indians 

living abroad and to encourage 
N R I  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n 
Karnataka. 

The proposed secretariat will 
serve as a dedicated platform to 
support overseas Indians and 

promote investment opportuni-
ties in the State.” Stressing on 
Corporate Social Responsibili-
ty (CSR) funds in Karnataka, 
the CM said there is nearly  
`8,000 crore available under 
CSR funds in the State. 

However, there is no informa-
tion which organisations are 
utilising these funds and for 
what purposes. “Therefore, 
companies must inform the 
government about the utilisa-
tion of  CSR funds in Karnata-
ka,’’ he said.

Shivakumar said his disposi-
tion has already initiated the 
construction of  Karnataka 
Public Schools under CSR fund-
ing, with one school for every 
three gram panchayats. 

Sudanese national 
under observation 
amid Ebola scare

2 die as lorry rams into 
motorcycle on NH-44
Nizamabad: Two individuals died 
in a road accident on National 
Highway 44 in Nizamabad district 
on Thursday. Police said the 
victims, Chinna Swami and 
Balaram Nani, were travelling  
on a motorcycle from Kamareddy 
to Jakranpally when a lorry 
swerved to avoid a bullock cart 
ahead and rammed into their 
vehicle near the Nizamabad 
turning. Both died on the spot.  
Police shifted the bodies to
the Government General  
Hospital in Nizamabad for  
postmortem examination

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Sharmila fails 
to figure in 
Cong RS list
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Congress party in Karna-
taka has announced its formal 
list of  Rajya Sabha nominees, 
naming Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Mansoor Khan, and Pawan 
Khera. The updated list drops 
Andhra Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Sharmila 
Reddy, who was mentioned in 
earlier reports. 

Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-
mar stated that the party would 
field a fifth candidate for the 
Legislative Council (MLC) seat. 
The Congress is short of  the re-
quired 29 first-preference votes 
for the seat and lacks a few 
votes to secure it on its own.

The Sudanese national is being treated 
at Gandhi Hospital |  VINAY MADAPU
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