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tightening refining margins,
and aweaker rupee, which have
sharply raised the cost of
imports.

Petrol price was increased
by 87 paise in Delhi to Rs 99.51
per litre from Rs 98.64 earlier.
Similarly, diesel price was hiked
by 91 paise to Rs 92.49 a litre
from Rs 91.58 previously.

With the latest hike, petrol
and diesel prices have risen to
nearly Rs 5 a litre since the
State-owned oil marketing
companies on May 15 ended
thehiatusinraterevision, stok-
ing concerns over inflationary
pressures and higher trans-
portation costsacross the econ-
omy. Petrol and diesel prices
were increased by Rs 3 perlitre
each on May 15 and 90 paise a
litre on May 19.

CNG price in Delhi was
increased to Rs 81.09 per kg
from Rs 80.09, according to
information  posted by
Indraprastha Gas Ltd on its
website. Rates have increased
in all the neighbouring cities
aswell. Thisis the third increase
in CNG prices, and together
with the earlier hikes of Rs 2
per kg on May 15 and Re 1 per
kgonMay 17, ittakes the cumu-
lative increase to Rs 4 per kg.

On all three occasions, pri-
vate fuel retailers like Nayara
Energy swiftly matched the

PM distributes

India’s development journey,”
hesaid. Modimadeitclearthat
India’s international partner-
ships are purposefully struc-
tured to serve its youth.

“The purpose is that India’s
youth get employment and
global exposure,” he said.

Elaborating on the diplo-
maticand economic outcomes
of his visits to the UAE, the
Netherlands, Sweden, Norway
and Italy, the PM outlined sec-
tor-specificagreementsforged
and dialogues held with each
nation. He said discussions
were held on semiconductors,
water,  agriculture  and
advanced manufacturing with
the Netherlands; on coopera-
tion in the fields of artificial
intelligence (AI) and digital
innovation with Sweden; on
green technology and maritime
cooperation with Norway;
MoUssigned on strategic ener-

and accelerate collaboration
on critical and emerging tech-
nologies.

After the meeting with the
Prime Minister, Rubio, address-
inganeventatthe USembassy,
described India as an “incred-
iblyimportant partner” for the
US and indicated that the two
sidesareplanningtomake cer-
tain important announce-
ments in the coming months
to further solidify relations.

US State Department
Spokesperson Tommy Pigott,
referring to Rubio’s meeting
with Modi, said the Secretary
of State underscored the strate-
gicimportance ofthe US-India
partnership, the strong per-
sonal ties between the US

Team (FET) in UN Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).
Sheisalso the firstwoman com-
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Fuel prices hiked again rates...

price increases announced by
their State-owned rivals, rais-
ing petrol and diesel rates by a
similar quantum.

Thelatestincreases cameon
top of hikes effected earlier by
private retailers ahead of the
first fuel price revision on May
15 by State-run oil companies.

Nayara Energy had raised
petrol and diesel prices by Rs
5 and Rs 3 per litre, respec-
tively, in March, while Shell
increased petrol prices by Rs
7.41 a litre and diesel by as
much as Rs 25 per litre from
April 1.

Jio-BP the fuelretailingjoint
venture of Reliance Industries
Ltd and BP Plc, has, however,
moved rates at its pumps in
tandem with PSUs.

After Saturday’s increase,
petrol at PSU pumps in
Mumbai now costs Rs 108.49
perlitreand diesel Rs 95.02,and
KolkatapricesrosetoRs 110.64
and Rs 97.02, respectively. In
Chennai, petrol is priced at Rs
105.31 and diesel at Rs 96.98.

Pricesvaryacross States due
to local taxes.

State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) together control 90 per
cent of India’s fuel market.

91,000...

gyand technology partnerships
with the UAE; and agreements
signed ondefence, critical min-
erals and science and technol-
ogy with Italy.

Modi underlined the long-
range significance ofthese col-
laborations and said these are
the sectors that will shape
industries, defining global
growth for the next 25 years.

Citing the ASML-Tata
Electronics agreementasacon-
crete example of India’s grow-
ing stature as a trusted global
supply chain partner, he point-
edoutthatIndiaisamongonly
a handful of countries with
which the Dutch semiconduc-
tor giant has signed an accord.

He said partnerships with
Sweden onAland cooperation
with the UAE on supercom-
puting would similarly bolster
India’s technological capabili-
ties.

Modi gets US invite during...

President and Prime Minister
Modi, as well as the profound
economic and commercial
opportunities for the two sides.

“The Secretaryand the Prime
Minister discussed the current
situationintheMiddle East. The
Secretary emphasised that the
United States will not let Iran
hold the global energy market
hostage and affirmed that US
energy products have the
potential to diversify India’s
energy supply,” Pigott said.

Modiand Rubio also reflect-
eduponbilateral achievements
including significant invest-
ments that advance the
President and the Prime
Minister’s “Mission 500” to dou-
ble trade by 2030, he said.

Major Abhilasha Barak to...

serving in UN Peacekeeping
missions.
Gawani had served with the

Rubio visits St Teresa’s Mother
House, children’s home in Kolkata

KOLKATA, May 23 (PTI)

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio visited Mother House, the
headquarters of Saint Teresa’s
Missionaries of Charity, here on
Saturday.

Rubio arrived in Kolkata this
morning, the first stop of his
maiden four-day visit to India,
and was welcomed by US
Ambassador Sergio Gor at the
city airport.

Hevisited the headquarters of
the Missionaries of Charity and
spoke with its officials.

Accompanied by UsS
Ambassador Gor and other offi-
cials, Rubiolatervisited Nirmala
Shishu Bhavan - a children’s
home run by Missionaries of
Charity - during his Kolkata
stopover.

The Missionaries of Charity,
founded by Mother Teresa in
Kolkata, is a Catholic congrega-
tion dedicated to serving the
poor, sick and destitute across
the world.

44 inmates from
various Guj prisons
clear GSEB Class
10, 12 exams

GANDHINAGAR, May 23 (ANT)

US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor and US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio visit Mother House, the headquarters of Saint Teresa’s

Missionaries of Charity, in Kolkata, West Bengal.

(PTI)

“Joined @SecRubio in Kolkata
for a visit to the Missionaries of
Charity. Moments like these
remind us the U.S.-India part-
nership rests not only on strong
policies, but also on shared val-

uesand the spirit of selfless serv-
icethattranscendsborders,” the
US Ambassador to India posted
onX.

Rubio’s arrival in Kolkata end-
ed a 14-year gap since a US sec-

retary of Statelastvisited the city.

In a post on X, the US
Ambassador to India said,
“Secretary Marco Rubio hasland-
ed in Kolkata. This is his first trip
to India. Later today, we will call
on Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi in New Delhi. Trade,
Technology, Defense, QUAD, and
many otheritems to discuss and
advance over the next few days!”

Rubiobecame thefirst USsec-
retary of state to visit Kolkata
since Hillary Clinton travelled to
the city in May 2012.

Rubio’s India itinerary, sched-
uled from May 23 to 26 and also
covering Agra, Jaipur and New
Delhi, is being viewed as diplo-
matically significant because of
planned energy discussions with
India and meetings involving
ministers from the Quad nations.

The New Delhi meetingwillbe
attended by Rubio, Australian
Foreign Minister Penny Wong,
and Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said.

Amid security tension 132 NCC cadets
stranded in Manipur airlifted to Assam

IMPHAL, May 23 (IANS)

IN A rehabilitation-focused ini-
tiative by the Gujarat Prison
Department, 44 inmates lodged
in various jails across the State
have successfully cleared the
Gujarat Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Board
(GSEB) Class 10 and Class 12
examinations this year.

Accordingtoan official release,
22 inmates passed the Class 10
examination, while another 22
cleared the Class 12 examina-
tion. The towering prison gates
and iron bars are often associat-
ed with darkness.

However, under theleadership
of Deputy Chief Minister Harsh
Sanghavi, who also holds the
home portfolio, and the guid-
ance of State Director General of
Police (DGP) KLN Rao, aninspir-
ing picture of rehabilitation
through education has emerged
from jails across the State.

IN VIEW of the prevailing situa-
tionin Manipur, 132NCCcadets
were evacuated to Guwahatiand
Jorhatin Assam by the Indian Air
Force (IAF) on Saturday; officials
said. A senior official said that in
the true spirit of jointmanship
and commitment towards the
safety and welfare of youths, 132
NCC cadets who attended the
NCCNorthEasternRegion (NER)
Flying Camp in Imphal from May
11 to May 20, 2026, are under-
going emergency evacuation to
Guwahati and Jorhat by the IAF
amid the prevailing security sit-
uation and restrictions on road
movement in Manipur.

“The evacuation has been
planned by the NCC NER
Directorate in consultation with
the Headquarters Director
General NCC and in coordina-
tion with the Headquarters
Eastern Air Command,” the offi-

;:e

cial said.

Hesaid that the swiftand time-
lyaction ensured that the cadets
safelyreached their destinations
in time for their examinations,
bringingimmensereliefand hap-
piness to their parents and fam-
ily members.

“The NCC cadets have also
conveyed their heartfelt grati-
tude for the care, support and
timely assistance extended to
them. Special thanks have been
extended to the Defence
Minister, the Ministry of Defence

Russian yogini Annapurna Nath performs the rare ‘Nav Dhuni Agni Tapasya’ amid 44 degrees
Celsius heat, meditating amid nine sacred fires in devotion to Lord Shiva, in Pushkar, Rajasthan

on Saturday.

(PTI)

and the Indian Air Force for their
unwaveringsupport,” the official
added.

In a post on its X handle, the
NCC Directorate North Eastern
Region said: “Safe, united and
resilient! NCC cadets from the
Northeast expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the Ministry of
Defence, IAF and NCC
Directorate for the swift airlift
operation carried out during
challenging circumstances in
Manipur.”

“The successful evacuation
reflects the spirit of teamwork,
care and unwavering commit-
ment towards cadet welfare and
national unity,” the post added.

In another post, the NCC
Directorate North Eastern Region
said: “The Indian Air Force pro-
vided timely airlift assistance to
NCC cadets stranded in Imphal
after the completion of the Air
Wing NCC Camp on May 20,
2026.”

Guj folk star
Mir Haji Kasam
to receive
Padma Shri
tomorrow

NEW DELHI, May 23 (PTI)

VETERAN Gujaratifolk musi-
cian Mir Haji Kasam, popu-
larlyknown as Haji Ramakdu,
will be conferred the Padma
By —< | Shri by
President
Droupadi
Murmu
at a civil
investi-
ture cere-

3 mony at
Rashtrapatl Bhavan here on
May 25.

Kasam, arenowned dholak
player from Junagadh, has
devoted more than six
decades to preserving and
promoting Gujaratifolk music
traditionsinIndiaand abroad,
a statement said.

Despite having no formal
education, hebegan his musi-
cal journey at the age of 10
and went on to become one
of the most recognised folk
artistes from Gujarat, it said.

Husband-wife duo
serving tribals in

Bastar to receive

Padma Shri

NEW DELHI, May 23 (PTI)

HUSBAND-wife duo Dr
Ramchandra Godbole
and Suneeta Godbole,
whohave spentmorethan
three decades providing
healthcare and social sup-
port to tribal communi-
ties in the remote Bastar
region of Chhattisgarh,
will be conferred the
Padma Shri by President
Droupadi Murmu on May
25.

UP court raises Azam Khan’s
{-yr prison sentence by 3 yrs

RAMPUR (UP), May 23 (PTI)

A COURT in Uttar Pradesh’s
Rampur district on Saturday
increased the prison sentence of
Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan from seven

years to 10 years DOUBI_E PAN GARD the
USE CASE

in a case related
to alleged use of
two PAN cards,
whilemaintaining the seven-year
jail term for his son Abdullah
Azam Khan.

Additional  District and
Sessions Judge Vijay Kumar
passed the order while hearing
an appeal filed by the prosecu-
tion seeking enhancement of
punishment.

Earlier, the MP-MLA magis-
trate courtof Shobhit Bansalhad

sentenced both Azam Khan and
his son to seven years impris-
onment and imposed a fine of
Rs 50,000 each.

Assistant District Government

Counsel Seema Singh Rana on

Saturdaysaid that
court
enhanced the
punishment
awarded to Azam
Khanundervarioussectionsand
increased the fine imposed on
him to Rs 5 lakh.

Shesaid Abdullah Azam Khan'’s
seven-yearjail termwasretained,
butthefineimposed on himwas
enhanced to Rs 3.5 lakh.

Rana said the case pertained
to alleged preparation and use
of fake PAN cards, in which both
have already been convicted.
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