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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday said crimi-
nal law cannot be permitted
to be set in motion against ev-
ery relative of  the husband in
a matrimonial dispute mere-
ly on the basis of  omnibus al-
legations lacking a specific
factual foundation.

The top court said that
while safeguarding the rights
and dignity of  victims of  do-
mestic violence remains of
paramount importance, the
courts are simultaneously re-
quired to ensure that the ri-
gours of  criminal law are not
indiscriminately extended to
every family member with-
out a clear factual founda-
tion.

It said when matrimonial
relationships deteriorate and
bitterness sets in, there is a
natural tendency for allega-
tions to be amplified or broad-
ly worded out of  anger, frus-
tration or emotional distress.

"While the anguish of  a
complainant in a failed mar-
riage cannot be lightly disre-
garded, equally, criminal law

cannot be permitted to be set
in motion against every rela-
tive of  the husband merely on
the basis of  generalised and
omnibus allegations lacking
a specific factual founda-
tion," a bench of  Justices San-
jay Karol and N Kotiswar
Singh said.

It said courts are required
to exercise greater caution
and carefully scrutinise
whether the allegations gen-
uinely disclose the commis-
sion of  cognisable offences

against each accused individ-
ually, lest the criminal proc-
ess itself  becomes a "tool of
harassment and misuse".

The observations came in
a verdict which quashed a
2023 FIR lodged in Madhya
Pradesh for alleged offences,
including under the provi-
sions of  the Dowry Prohib-
ition Act, against four family
members of  a man who was
embroiled in a matrimonial
dispute.

The bench also quashed

the proceedings initiated by
the complainant against
them in a separate complaint
under the Protection of  Wom-
en from Domestic Violence
Act.

The top court noted that
during the pendency of  pro-
ceedings before it, a decree of
divorce was granted by a fam-
ily court dissolving the mar-
riage between the man and
the complainant.

It said its verdict shall not
operate as a bar to the trial
court "exercising its power
under Section 319 CrPC to
summon the present appel-
lants, if  during the course of
trial, evidence emerges be-
fore it which, in the opinion
of  the trial court, is sufficient
to proceed against them for
any of  the offences alleged".

It said the court is equally
conscious of  the reality that
genuine cases of  cruelty and
domestic violence do occur
within the confines of  the
matrimonial home and often
remain concealed from pub-
lic gaze. PTI

‘Victims’ Dignity Paramount But Can’t Enforce Law Indiscriminately’

Allegations not enough to apply
criminal law on husband, kin: SC

When matrimonial relationships deteriorate and bitterness sets in, there
is a natural tendency for allegations to be amplified , said the top court

Bhopal: Police have begun
detailed questioning of  re-
tired judge Giribala Singh
and her lawyer son Samarth
Singh in connection with the
death of  his wife Twisha
Sharma, who was allegedly
harassed for dowry, officials
said on Monday.

The information provid-
ed by the two accused is be-
ing verified, they said, add-
ing that no conclusion has
been reached so far.

Samarth Singh, who is
currently in police custody,
has apparently told investi-
gators that their relations
turned sour after Twisha be-
came pregnant, according to
sources.

The questioning by police
comes even as the Madhya
Pradesh government has
recommended a CBI probe
into the Twisha Sharma
case, which has triggered
widespread public attention.

The case has snowballed
into a massive national con-
troversy, given the back-
ground of  the accused.

Investigators were sepa-
rately questioning retired
district judge Giribala
Singh, who has secured an-
ticipatory bail, and her son
Samarth Singh, and cross-
verifying their statements, a
senior police officer said, re-

questing anonymity.
"We have questioned Gi-

ribala Singh. The process
takes time. Her son Samarth
Singh, who is in police custo-
dy, is also being interrogat-
ed. Information given by one
accused is being verified
with the other," the official
said.

The investigation is still
underway, and no final con-
clusion has been reached so
far, he said.

"As of  now, the case ap-
pears to be one of  suicide, but
the investigation is contin-
uing. It would be premature
to draw any conclusion at
this stage," he added. The po-
lice have registered an FIR
against Samarth Singh and
his mother on charges of  ha-
rassment for dowry. 

Samarth Singh was ar-
rested in Jabalpur on Friday
after remaining absconding
for 10 days. A Bhopal court on
Saturday sent him to a seven-
day police remand.

On Sunday, a team of  doc-
tors from AIIMS-Delhi con-
ducted a second postmortem
of  Twisha Sharma in Bhopal
following directions from
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court after serious concerns
raised by Twisha's parents
regarding procedural lapses
by local authorities.

Chief  of  Forensic Medi-
cine at AIIMS, Delhi, Dr Sud-
hir Gupta, said the compila-
tion of  the report will take
some time as certain labora-
tory tests, including histo-
pathology and viscera exam-
ination, are required. PTI

Twisha case: Cops grill hubby, mom-in-law

Twisha Sharma’s brother collects her ashes in Bhopal on Monday

Jabalpur: The Madhya Pra-
desh High Court on Monday
adjourned to May 27 the hear-

ing on pleas
challenging
the anticipa-
tory bail
granted to for-
mer judge Gi-
ribala Singh

in connection with the death
of  her daughter-in-law,
Twisha Sharma. The matter
came up before the single
bench of  Justice Devnarayan
Mishra. During the proceed-
ings, Giribala Singh's coun-
sel, George Carlo, submitted
that his client had not yet re-
ceived a copy of  the petition
filed by Twisha's father and
requested additional time.

Carlo further argued that
the two pleas, filed by Navnid-
hi Sharma and the Madhya
Pradesh government, seeking
cancellation of  anticipatory
bail were based on different
grounds and required sepa-
rate replies. The HC on Friday
issued notices to Giribala
Singh, who is currently serv-
ing as chairperson of  the Bho-
pal Consumer Court. PTI

Plea against bail
to Giribala Singh
adjourned by HC

New Delhi:The economic fal-
lout of  the West Asia crisis,
the prevailing security situa-
tion in the Indo-Pacific and
ways to boost cooperation in
critical minerals and technol-
ogy are expected to top the
agenda at a crucial meeting of
the Quad foreign ministers on
Tuesday.

The New Delhi meeting
will be attended by US Secre-

tary of  State Marco Rubio,
Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong and Japanese
Foreign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi, with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar presid-
ing over it.

The Quad, comprising In-
dia, the US, Australia and Ja-
pan, has emerged as a key
grouping largely focusing on

peace, security and stability
in the Indo-Pacific region.

India is hosting the meet-
ing in its capacity as the cur-
rent chair of  the coalition.
The meeting comes nearly a
year after the Quad foreign
ministers met in Washington
DC.

The Ministry of  External
Affairs (MEA) indicated that
the Quad's vision for a free and
open Indo-Pacific would be
the central focus of  the delib-
erations.

The ministers will ex-
change views on advancing
Quad cooperation across pri-
ority areas, review progress
on ongoing initiatives and re-
flect on recent developments
in the Indo-Pacific region and
other international issues of
mutual concern, it said last
week.

People familiar with the
preparations for the meeting
said the Quad foreign minis-
ters will deliberate on the
pressing global challenges, in-
cluding the conflicts in Uk-
raine and West Asia, and will
take stock of  cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific, a region that
has been witnessing increas-
ing Chinese assertiveness. PTI

Quad fgn ministers
meeting to reinforce
Indo-Pacific stability 

US secy of state Marco Rubio and his wife during their visit to Taj
Mahal

New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Monday extended the police
custody of  the alleged king-
pin in the NEET paper leak
case, Prahlad Vithalrao Kul-
karni, by two days and re-
manded another accused,
Manisha Sanjay Waghmare,
to 14-day judicial custody.

Special CBI judge Ajay
Gupta extended their custody
after they were produced be-
fore the court at the end of

their 10-day remand granted
by the court on May 16.

According to the CBI, Kul-
karni, a chemistry lecturer in
Pune, was involved in the
NEET process on behalf  of
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) and had access to the

question papers.
The agency had said earli-

er that during the last week of
April, Kulkarni had mobil-
ised students, with the help of
Waghmare, and conducted
special coaching classes for
them at his residence in Pune.
The development came after a
Pune-based physics lecturer,
Manisha Sanjay Havaldar,
was sent to six-day CBI custo-
dy earlier in the day. PTI

NEET paper ‘leak’: Court extends
kingpin’s police custody by 2 daysPatna: RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav on Mon-

day claimed 8,681 children, mostly girls, have
gone missing in Bihar in the past one month
and took a swipe at Chief  Minister Samrat
Choudhary over his remarks on the use of  AI
cameras for policing. “Daytime robberies,
murder and theft have become frequent in Bi-
har. But the helpless chief  minister, who has
changed his political lens several times, is
not able to use his AI technology-equipped
cameras to spot criminals. The RJD national
working president claimed that women and
children in the state were feeling unsafe. PTI

‘8K Bihar kids went
missing in a month’ 

Were produced before
the court at the end of
their 10-day remand

India is hosting the
meeting in its capacity
as the current chair of
the coalition. The meet-
ing comes nearly a year
after the Quad foreign
ministers met in Wash-
ington DC
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