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Shashi Tharoor @ShashiTharoor
A wonderful hour-long conversation with Kerala Chief Minister @vdsatheesan today in Delhi. We dis-
cussed the way forward for our state’s development in extensive detail. He requested my help and 
policy advice in wide range of areas and I pledged my fullest cooperation to work with him to bring 
about a transformed Keralam. Since he is a tireless reader, I presented to him my most recent work on 
Sree Narayana Guru— he agreed with me that a book is always better than a bouquet!
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TN Chief Minister Vijay to meet PM Modi in New Delhi today 
Chennai: Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay will visit New Delhi on Wednesday for the first time since 
assuming office and is scheduled to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 4.30 pm. As is customary 
for newly-elected CMs, Vijay is expected to submit a memorandum to the PM on the needs of the 
state. The memorandum is likely to include requests related to major infrastructure projects 
promised in the TVK’s election manifesto, including the completion of the Madurai-Thoothukudi 
industrial corridor and expansion of the Kulasekarapattinam spaceport.  Vijay is also likely to call on 
senior Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. 
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S O V I  V I D Y A D H A R A N  @T’Puram

KEEPING an “open mind” on 
allowing foreign universities in 
Kerala and restructuring the 
controversial Four-Year Under-
graduate Programme (FYUGP) 
will be among the key priori-
ties of  the new UDF govern-
ment, Higher Education Minis-
ter Roji M John has said.

In an interview, the minister 
said the government was will-
ing to consider both private 
and foreign universities to stem 
the growing exodus of  students 
from Kerala and make the 
state’s higher education sector 
globally competitive.

“We are open-minded on for-
eign universities. It is our re-
sponsibility to provide what 
our students need in Kerala,” 
he said, adding that students 
today seek global exposure  
a n d  b e t t e r  a c a d e m i c 
opportunities.

Describing the migration of  
students outside Kerala as a 
“serious issue”, Roji said the 
government would focus on 
identifying the reasons behind 
the trend and improving insti-
tutions in the state. 

“We have a responsibility to 
find out why they are leaving 
Kerala. We are committed to 
changing Kerala’s higher edu-
cation sector to make it attrac-
tive to students, enabling a ma-
jor chunk of  them to stay in the 
state,” he said.

Clarifying that the UDF had 
not opposed the previous LDF 
government’s bill on private 
universities, Roji said the front 
had pointed out the shortcom-
ings in the legislation and 
would come up with a policy de-
cision after discussions. “We 
are open to considering both 

private and foreign universi-
ties,” he reiterated.

On the Four-Year Undergrad-
uate Programme (FYUGP), 
which has faced criticism from 
sections of  teachers and stu-
dents, Roji indicated that the 
government planned to review 
and restructure the pro-
gramme. “Widespread criti-

cism exists that FYUGP was 
rolled out without adequate 
preparatory work. We believe 
FYUGP should be reviewed and 
the changes implemented,” he 
said.

The minister also accused 
the previous LDF government 
of  excessively politicising the 
higher education sector and 
compromising on quality in the 
process. “There is nothing 
wrong with having a political 
outlook. However, quality 
should never be compromised,” 
he said, alleging that nepotism 
had adversely affected stand-
ards in the sector.

On the prolonged controver-
sy surrounding vice-chancellor 
appointments, Roji said the 
government would seek solu-
tions through discussions with 
the advocate general. 

He pointed out that many 
universities were currently 
functioning under in-charge 
VCs due to pending litigation, 
affecting students and other 
stakeholders.

Seeking to distance the UDF 
government from the frequent 
confrontations witnessed dur-
ing the previous LDF regime, 
the minister stressed the need 
for cooperation in university 
administration. “We don’t want 
unnecessary squabbles. We can 
reach consensus on matters 
where there is commonality 
and clearly express our opin-
ions whenever we need to disa-
gree,” he said.

Roji also said the government 
planned to standardise the 
functioning of  university syn-
dicates and senates and 
strengthen skill-oriented edu-
cation through programmes 
such as ASAP to improve stu-
dent employability.

UDF govt open-minded on 
foreign, pvt varsities: Min
Roji says aim is to make the higher edu sector globally competitive

Roji  M John |  ALBIN MATHEW

We are committed to changing 
Kerala’s higher education sector 
to make it attractive to 
students, enabling a major 
chunk of them to stay in the 
state

Roji M John, Higher Edu Minister

Plans & prospects

�On migration of students, Roji 
said the government would focus 
on identifying the reasons behind 
the trend as a “serious issue” and 
improving institutions in the state

�The minister indicated that the 
government planned to review 
and restructure the Four-Year 
Undergraduate Programme 

1 more AIADMK MLA joins TVK
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Chennai

AMBASAMUDRAM MLA Esakki 
Subaya, considered a key AIADMK 
figure in the south, resigned as leg-
islator and joined the ruling TVK on 
Tuesday, taking the number of  rebel 
MLAs who quit their posts and 
joined the ruling party in the last 
two days to four. Speaker JCD Prab-
hakar accepted his resignation.
   The steady stream of  resignations 
has triggered horse-trading allega-
tions from opposition parties DMK 
and AIADMK while deeply unset-
tling the ruling alliance. Coalition 

partners Congress and VCK on 
Tuesday condemned the develop-
ments as “unhealthy politics”, and 
the Left parties, which support the 
Vijay government from the outside, 
have also expressed strong dissatis-
faction. TVK leader and Revenue
Minister KA Sengottaiyan, however, 
firmly dismissed the accusations. 
Responding to the developments, 
CPM state secretary P Shanmugam 
said that though
the MLAs had resigned and joined 
TVK of  their volition, “We are una-
ble to see it as a move without antici-
pating anything in return.” 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE state registered a margin-
ally higher success rate from 
last year in the Higher Second-
ary Second Year (Plus-II) exam-
ination, the results of  which 
were announced on Tuesday.

The pass percentage this year 
stood at 77.97%, 0.16% points 
higher than last year’s 77.81%. 
Of  the 3.72 lakh students who 
appeared for the exam, 2.9 lakh 
qualified for higher studies.

Announcing the results, Gen-
eral Education Minister N 
Samsudheen said the 2,90,381 
students who became eligible 
for higher studies included 
1,67,475 girls and 1,22,906 boys 
who registered success rates of  
86.89% and 68.41%, respective-
ly. The number of  students who 
secured A+ in all subjects also 
rose marginally this year to 
30,561 from 30,145 last year.

Among the A+ holders in all 
subjects, 23,095 were girls and 
7,466 were boys. The list of  full 
A+ holders comprised 22,970 
students from the science 
stream, 2,327 students from hu-
manities and 5,264 students 
from commerce stream. As 
many as 60 students received a 
full score of  1200/1200. Fifty of  
them were girls.

In the science stream, as 
many as 1,58,836 (84.52%) can-
didates qualified for higher 
studies from the 1,87,933 who 
appeared for the examination. 
In the Humanities stream, 
50,398 (66.38%) candidates out 

of  75,923 qualified, while in 
commerce, 81,147 (74.74%) can-
didates qualified from among 
the 1,08,567 candidates who ap-
peared. The success rates of  
SC, ST and OBC category stu-
dents were 58.95%, 65.33% and 
87.35%, respectively. Sector-
wise, aided schools topped with 
a success rate of  82.82%, fol-
lowed by government schools 
at 72.66% and the unaided sec-
tor at 78.18%. 

Among districts, Idukki 
topped with a pass percentage 
of  84.64 while Kasaragod had 

the lowest success rate of
71.72%. Arrangements have 
been made in the HSE portal 
for students to apply for revalu-
ation. The SAY/improvement 
examinations will be held from 
June 29 to July 3.

Students of Carmel Girls HSS, Thiruvananthapuram, celebrating their  success in the 
Plus-II  examination on Tuesday |  B P DEEPU

77.97%: State improves Plus-II results
 MARKS SCROLL

UDF to take policy decision on PM SHRI: Min
T’PURAM : A decision on whether the new government should go 
ahead with the Centrally sponsored PM SHRI project will be known 
only after the UDF takes a policy decision on the matter, General 
Education Minister N Samsudheen has clarified. “The previous  
government had singed PM SHRI MoU but had requested the Centre 
to keep it in abeyance when the matter turned controversial. We 
need to examine its legal and other aspects in detail and arrive at a 
decision. The chief minister will announce the UDF’s policy soon,” he 
told reporters. 

Success rate in other streams

Technical: 72.82% 

Arts: 82.54% 

SCOLE Kerala: 50.92% 

Compartmental: 35.53% 

VOCATIONAL HIGHER 
SECONDARY
Appeared (regular): 25,259

Passed (regular): 18,311

Pass% (regular): 72.49 (70.6% in 
2025)

A+ holders in all subjects: 162 
(193 in 2025)

Private students pass%: 53.62 
(14.17 in 2025)

Science: 84.52%

Commerce: 74.74%

Humanities: 66.38%

REGULAR STREAM
 Passed  Appeared 

 Success rates

3,72,423 2,90,381

Overall: 77.97% (77.81% in 2025)

A+ holders in 
all subjects:  
30,561  
(30,145 in 2025)

Boys: 7,466    Girls: 23,095

60 students (50 girls): 100% 
marks 

84.64%Dist with highest 
pass %: Idukki

Dist with lowest pass %: 
Kasaragod (71.72%)

Schools with 100% pass: 76 (57 
in 2025)

Govt: 9 (6 in 2025)  Aided: 24 (19 in 
2025)  Unaided; 30 (22 in 2025)  Spl 
schools: 13 (10 in 2025)


