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French court finds Air France, Airbus guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter in 2009 crash
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Pak army chief to visit Iran to mediate new US-Gulf proposal

DUBAI

PAKISTAN’S army chief  was 
due in Iran Thursday, Iranian 
media reported, with Islama-
bad mediating as the Islamic re-
public examines a new US pro-
posal to end the Middle East 
war.

The expected visit by Field 
Marshal Asim Munir, a power-
ful figure with a growing role in 
Pakistan’s foreign relations, 
comes a day after US President 
Donald Trump warned that ne-
gotiations to end the war were 

on the “borderline” between a 
deal and renewed strikes.

A ceasefire on April 8 halted 
the war launched weeks earlier 
by the US and Israel, but nego-
tiation efforts have so far failed 
to yield a lasting peace 
agreement.

A war of  words has taken the 
place of  open conflict but the 
impasse continues to weigh on 
the world economy, leaving eve-
ryone from investors to farmers 
in a painful state of  uncertainty. 
On Thursday, Iran’s ISNA news 
agency said Munir’s visit was 

aimed at continuing “talks and 
consultations” with Iranian au-
thorities, without providing de-
tails. Other Iranian media car-
ried the same report. Pakistan 
hosted in April the only direct 

negotiations between US and 
Iranian officials to take place 
since February 28, the day the 
war began.

Munir was at the centre of  
the action during that round of  

talks, greeting both delegations 
on their arrival and displaying 
remarkable bonhomie 
with US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance.

But the talks ulti-
mately failed, with 
Iran accusing the US 
of  making “excessive 
demands”. Since then, the two 
sides have sent each other mul-
tiple proposals, with the threat 
of  renewed war looming all 
along.

“It’s right on the borderline, 
believe me,” Trump told report-
ers Wednesday. “If  we don’t get 
the right answers, it goes very 
quickly. We’re all ready to go.”

He said a deal could come 

Munir’s visit comes a day after Donald Trump 
said talks to stop the war were not fructifying

“very quickly” or “in a few 
days”, but warned Tehran 

would have to provide 
“100 percent good an-
swers”.Tehran’s chief  
negotiator Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf  
on Wednesday ac-
cused Washington of  

seeking to restart the war, warn-
ing of  a “forceful response” if  
Iran were to be attacked. “The 
enemy’s movements show that 

despite economic and political 
pressure, it has not abandoned 
its military objectives and is 
seeking to start a new war,” 
Ghalibaf  said.

Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said 
the Islamic republic was exam-
ining points received from 
Washington, while repeating 
Tehran’s demands for the re-
lease of  its assets and an end to 
a US naval blockade.          AFPIran negotiator Mohd GhalibafField Marshal Asim Munir

WASHINGTON

THE House is expected to 
vote on legislation Thurs-
day to compel President 
Donald Trump to with-
draw from the war with 
Iran, a significant test of  
lawmakers’ willingness to 
go along with a conflict the 
president launched over 
two months ago without 
congressional approval.

The vote is the latest ef-

fort by Democrats to rein 
in Trump’s military cam-
paigns by using the War 
Powers Resolution of  1973. 
Previous votes on similar 
resolutions have failed, but 
Democrats are hoping that 
Thursday could be a turn-
ing point. One by one, a 
small but potentially cru-
cial number of  Republi-
cans have sided with Dem-
ocrats to check Trump’s 
power to continue the con-

flict. On Tuesday, the Sen-
ate advanced another war 
powers resolution on the 
Iran war when four GOP 
senators supported the res-
olution and three others 
were absent from the vote.

A final vote on the Sen-
ate resolution could also 
come late Thursday, though 
Republican leaders expect 
they’ll be able to block it 
once every GOP senator is 
present.                            AP

Democrats eye breakthrough 
as House takes Iran war vote

Enriched 
uranium ‘must 
remain’ in 
Iran: Mojtaba 
TEHRAN

IRAN’S Supreme Leader 
has issued a directive that 
the country’s near-weap-
ons-grade uranium must 
not be sent abroad, two 
senior Iranian sources 
said, hardening Tehran’s 
position on a key US de-
mand in ongoing peace 
talks.

Ayatollah Mojtaba 
Khamenei’s order could 
further frustrate US Pres-
ident Donald Trump and 
complicate talks on end-
ing the US-Israeli war on 
Iran.

Israeli officials have 
told Reuters that Trump 
has assured Israel that 
Iran’s stockpile of  highly 
enriched uranium, need-
ed to make an atomic 
weapon, will be sent out 
of  Iran and that any peace 
deal must include a clause 
on this.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
said he will not consider 
the war over until en-
riched uranium is re-
moved from Iran, Tehran 
ends its support for proxy 
militias, and its ballistic 
missile capabilities are 
eliminated.

“The Supreme Leader’s 
directive, and the consen-
sus within the establish-
ment, is that the stockpile 
of  enriched uranium 
should not leave the coun-
try,” said one of  the two 
Iranian sources, who 
spoke on condition of  an-
onymity because of  the 
sensitivity of  the matter.

Iran’s top officials, the 
sources said, believe that 
sending the material 
abroad would leave the 
country more vulnerable 
to future attacks by the 
United States and Israel. 
Khamenei has the last 
say on the most impor-
tant state matters.

The White House and 
Iran’s foreign ministry 
did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Iranian officials have 
repeatedly said Tehran’s 
priority is to secure a per-
manent end to the war 
and credible guarantees 
that the US and Israel will 
not  launch fur ther 
attacks.

Only after such assur-
ances are in place, they 
said, would Iran be pre-
pared to engage in detailed 
negotiations over its nu-
clear programme. Tehran 
has long denied seeking a 
nuclear bomb.  AP

Deptt.of Water Resources 
Government of Odisha 

"e" Procurement Notice No. ACEDC-CTC- 07/ 2026-27
32001/264/2627
1. Name of the Works : Total 01(One) no. Drainage work.
2. Estimated cost : Rs. 814.52 lakh 
3. Period of Completion : 18 (Eighteen) months 
4. Date and time of avail-

ability of bid document 
in the portal

: From 11.30 hours of Dt. 
25.05.2026 to 18.00 hours of 
Dt. 08.06.2026. 

5. Last date/time for 
receipt of bids in the 
portal

: 18.00 hours of Dt. 08.06.2026 

6. Name and address of 
the Officer inviting Bid

: Additional Chief Engineer, 
Drainage Circle, Gandarpur, 
Cuttack- 753003. e-mail id :- 
sedrainagecirclectc@gmail.com 

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal of 
Odisha Government https://tendersodisha.gov.in. All information, 
notices, addendum, corrigendum, cancellation notice etc. if required, 
will be published in this portal. 

OIPR-32001/32518/1/26-27/0005
Sd/- Additional Chief Engineer 

Drainage Circle, Cuttack

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER 
KBK-II MINOR IRRIGATION CIRCLE, JEYPORE 

(E_maiI ID:sekbkmi2@gmail.com)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-Procurement Notice
e-Procurement Notice No. ACEKBK-IIMIC-02/2026-27

Letter No. 650      Dt.19.05.2026
32001/259/2627:    The Additional Chief Engineer, KBK-II ,Minor Irrigation Circle, Jeypore on 
behalf of Governor of Odisha invites Percentage rate bids in Double cover system through 
Online Mode. The bid documents consisting of work, Estimated Cost, Cost of Tender Paper, 
Time of Completion, Class of Contractor, set of terms and conditions of the contract and other 
necessary documents can be seen in e-procurement portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in.
1. Name of work : Construction of “Berla Check Dam” over Local 

Nalla in Narayanpatna Block of Koraput District 
under MATY 3.0 for the year 2026-27

2. Total No. of works : 01 (One) Nos.
3. Tender cost : Approximately varies from Rs.101.54 Lakh
4. Class of Contractor : As mentioned against work 
5. Period of completion : As mentioned against work 
6. Date and time of availability of Bid 

Document in portal
: From 10.00 AM on 25.05.2026 and upto 5.00  

PM on 08.06.2026
7. Last date / time for receipt of Bid 

Document in portal
: Upto 5.00 PM on 08.06.2026

8. Date / Time of opening of Technical 
Bid

: At 11:00 AM on 09.06.2026 in website 
(www.tendersodisha.gov.in)

9. Name and Address Officer : Additional Chief Engineer, 0/o ACE, K.B.K-II, M.I. 
Circle, Jayanagar, Jeypore-764005 

10. Mode of Payment of Bid cost and 
Bid security.

: Online

11. Further details can be seen from the Government of Odisha Website: www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/- Additional Chief Engineer, 

OIPR- 32001/32512/1/26-27/0002  K.B.K-II, M.I.Circle, Jeypore. 


