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28
dead in drone attack on a crowded market in 
southern Sudan on Tuesday
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Was an hour away from Iran attacks: Trump
Don claims Gulf negotiators requested him to refrain from attacking Iran; US acting AG in the dock for new fund

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday said he was an hour 
away from making a decision to 
restart attacks on Iran, but put 
it off  after receiving a call from 
interlocutors, including Qatar 
and the UAE, on Tehran being 
“reasonable” in the peace 
talks.

“I was an hour away. We were 
all set to go... it would have been 
happening right now,” Trump 
told reporters at the White 
House.

Trump was briefing report-
ers about the progress on the 
ballroom coming up at the East 
Wing of  the White House, at the 

site as workers went about 
their construction job at the 
highly fortified structure.

“We would probably not be 
talking about a beautiful ball-
room today. We’d be talking 
about that. And no, we were 
where I had made the decision. 
So they called up. They had 
heard I made the decision. They 
said, “Sir, could you give us a 
couple more days because we 
think they’re being reasona-
ble,” Trump said.

The US President said the ne-
gotiators said they had made a 
lot of  progress in talks with 
Iran over the last two days.

“They called over the last two 
days to say they made a lot of  

progress. Because we have 
them negotiating with us. And 
primarily, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
UAE, Kuwait, a little bit of  Bah-
rain, and some of  the others. 
And we have them negotiating 

with them. We’re all working 
together. It’s like a team,” 
Trump said.

Trump said he’s giving Iran 
“a limited period of  time” to 
make a deal because we can’t 
let them have a nuclear weap-
on.” “There’s no question in 
my mind that they’d use it, 
there’s no question-and I deal 
with these people. They’re ex-
tremely radicalised,” he said. 
“Maybe Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day, something, maybe early 
next week. A limited period of  
time,” he said. 

There have been reports that 
China, which has close ties to 
Iran, has considered sending 
weapons for use in the conflict 

against the United States. But 
Trump says Chinese President 
Xi Jinping assured him that 
wasn’t the case.

“He promised that he’s not 
sending any weapons,” Trump 
told reporters after he was 
asked about the reports. The 
leaders held two days of  in-per-
son talks last week in Beijing.

Meanwhile, acting Attorney 
General Todd Blanche is ap-
pearing for his first congres-
sional testimony since taking 
reins at the Justice Depart-
ment, as the agency faces scru-
tiny over its plans to create a 
$1.7 billion fund to pay Trump’s 
allies who believe they were 
targeted politically.                AP

Donald Trump;  Todd Blanche

UAE says drones that hit Barakah  
nuclear power plant came from Iraq
DUBAI

UAE’S Ministry of  Defence said 
Tuesday that during the past 48 
hours, its air defence systems suc-
cessfully detected and engaged 6 
hostile drones trying to target civil-
ian and vital areas in the country. 
The drones that targeted UAE’s Bar-
akah nuclear power plant all came 
from Iraq, likely signaling Iranian-
backed Shiite militias launched the 
assault, the ministry said. There 

were no reported injuries or radio-
logical release at Barakah after the 
attack, which Emirati officials said 
hit a generator on the facility’s pe-
rimeter. The UAE, which has hosted 
air defenses and personnel from Is-
rael, recently accused Iran of  
launching drone and missile attacks 
even after the ceasefire. Tensions 
have risen over the Strait of  Hor-
muz, a vital energy waterway 
gripped by Iran, which is under a 
US naval blockade.

No group has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, though Iran 
and its proxies are being suspected. 
Iraqi government spokesman 
Bassem al-Awadi issued a statement 
saying that Baghdad “expresses its 
strong condemnation of  the recent 
drone attacks targeting the UAE. We 
also emphasize the importance of  
effective regional and international 
cooperation to prevent any escala-
tion or harm to the stability of  the 
region,” al-Awadi added.        AP

Russia flaunts its 
N-forces as Ukraine 
steps up drone hits
MOSCOW

RUSSIA on Tuesday began 
massive maneuvers of  its nu-
clear forces featuring practice 
launches of  nuclear-capable 
ballistic and cruise missiles in 
drills that come amid surge in 
Ukrainian drone strikes.

The three-day exercise will 
involve 64,000 troops, over 200 
missile launchers, more than 
140 aircraft, 73 surface war-
ships and 13 submarines, in-
cluding eight armed with nu-
clear-tipped intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, the Defense 
Ministry said.

The maneuvers will focus on 
the “preparation and use of  nu-
clear forces under the threat of  
aggression,” the ministry 
said.

The drills will also practice 
cooperation with Belarus, a 
neighbor and ally that hosts 
Russian nuclear weapons. Rus-
sian arsenals in Belarus in-
clude its latest intermediate 
range nuclear-capable Oresh-
nik missile system.

The maneuvers come as 
Ukraine has sharply intensi-
fied its drone attacks against 
Russia, including a weekend 
barrage on Moscow’s suburbs 
that killed three and damaged 
several buildings and industri-

al facilities. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has repeatedly 
reminded the world about Mos-
cow’s nuclear arsenals after 
sending troops into Ukraine in 
February 2022 to try to deter 
the West from ramping up sup-
port for Kyiv.

The recent attacks have made 
it harder for officials in the 
Kremlin to cast the conflict in 
Ukraine — now in its fifth year 
— as something so distant that 
it doesn’t affect the daily rou-
tines of  Russian civilians.

The exercise unfolded as Pu-
tin on Tuesday is starting a 
two-day visit to China.

Last week, he praised a suc-
cessful test launch of  the new 
Sarmat ICBM, which is set to 
replace aging Soviet-built nu-
clear missiles.

In 2024, Putin adopted a re-
vised nuclear doctrine, noting 
that any nation’s conventional 
attack on Russia that is sup-
ported by a nuclear power will 
be considered a joint attack on 
his country. 

That threat was clearly aimed 
at discouraging the West from 
allowing Ukraine to strike Rus-
sia with longer-range weapons 
and appears to significantly 
lower the threshold for the pos-
sible use of  Russia’s nuclear 
arsenal.             APUK to charge 57 people 

over 2017 Grenfell fire
LONDON

LONDON’S Metropolitan Police said Tuesday it will 
seek criminal charges against 57 people and 20 compa-
nies over the 2017 Grenfell Tower inferno, Britain’s 
worst residential fire in recent history in which 72 peo-
ple were killed. The individuals and companies are sus-
pected of  criminal offences including corporate man-
slaughter, gross negligence manslaughter, misconduct 
in public office and fraud, police said.

The Met said it will submit evidence to the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS), which brings public prose-
cutions in England and Wales, this autumn.

Charges could be brought by June 2027, according to 
the police -- which would mark 10 years since the 
disaster.

The fire started in a faulty freezer and spread rapidly 
due to combustible cladding on the 24-storey block, 
home to hundreds of  residents in a deprived part of  
Britain’s richest borough.

A public inquiry report published in 2024 found the 
deaths were “all avoidable” and blamed “systematic 
dishonesty” of  building firms as well as government 
and regulatory failures.

Survivors have long accused the government and law 
enforcement of  dragging their feet on criminal probes 
and housing reforms following the disaster.             AP

A file photograph of a woman passing a construction wall  with written 
messages near Grenfell  Tower in London. The inferno was UK’s worst 
fire in public memory |  AP

Man who killed 
TikToker gets death
ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani 
court on Tuesday sentenced 
a man to death for killing a 
teenage social media 
influencer outside her home 
last year when she rejected 
his offer of friendship. Umar 
Hayat was arrested in June 
after the killing of Sana 
Yousuf,17.

ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED 
OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001,Odisha 
CIN: U13100OR1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in 

NIT No. 03/OMC/ELECTRICAL/2026-27  
30001/22/2627:  Tender for the following work is invited on-line through e-procurement portal 
of Govt. of Odisha. 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the work Estimat-
ed cost 
(In Rs. 
lakhs)

 Time 
period of 

the work (in 
Month) 

Class of 
Contractor 

EMD 
(In Rs.) 
Online 

Cost of Bid 
document 

(In Rs.) 
Online 

1 Up- gradation of electrical installa-
tions and Safety related Electrical 
works at Central Township, Kalia-
pani in the district of Jajpur. 

59.05 04 (Four) Electrical Contrac-
tor having HT 

license issued by 
ELBO. 

60,000/- 10,000/-   
+18% GST 

2 Up- gradation of electrical installa-
tions and Safety related Electrical 
works at Regional Office, 
J.K.Road in the district of Jajpur. 

19.79 03 (Three) Electrical Contrac-
tor having HT/MV 
license issued by 

ELBO. 

20,000/- 6,000/-   
+18% GST

3 Safety related Electrical works 
and installation of High Mast 
Tower at Kodingamali Buxite 
Mines in the district of Koraput. 

16.07 03 (Three) Electrical Contrac-
tor having HT/MV 
license issued by 

ELBO. 

17,000/- 6,000/-   
+18% GST

1.   Availability of Bid document in Govt. portal from dt. 22/05/2026 to 06/06/2026 up to 
5.00 PM. 

2.  Last date of on- line submission of tender in the portal is dt. 06/06/2026 up to 5.00 PM. 
3.  Date of opening of Technical Bid is dt. 08/06/2026 at 11.00 AM. 

All other details can be seen from DTCN available at Govt. web site www.tendersorissa.
gov.in. Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd. reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without 
assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/- 
General Manager (Electrical)OIPR-30001/30005/1/26-27/0022

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, 

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA 
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com 

Letter No. 2329 Date: 15.05.2026
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH GePNIC e_Procurement Notice

1 Name of the work : Construction of Road Works - 25 Nos.
2 Class of contractor : “B” Class & “A” Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing  
   authority.
3  Estimated Cost : Varies from Rs. 113.98 Lakhs to Rs. 521.14 Lakhs (Approximately) .
4  Details of projects : As per Annexure attached. 

Procurement Officer Bid Identifica-
tion No. 

Availability of Tender 
online for bidding Last Date & Time 

of seeking tender 
clarification

Date & Time of opening  
of tender

From To Technical Bid Financial 
Bids 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction

Engineer, Rural Works
Circle, Sunabeda

CCERWCSBD -
Online - 

17/2026-27

20.05.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

09.06.2026
up to

5.00 P.M.

08.06.2026
up to

2.00 P.M.

10.06.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

To be 
intimated 
separately

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in 
6. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site. 

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, 
OIPR- 25001/25182/1/26-27/0022  Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

25001/176/2627


