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ROW OVER MAMATA’S HC APPEARANCE 
n BCI seeks 
report from WB 
Bar Council on 
practice status 
of Didi  
n BJP terms it 
‘political stunt’  
n TMC defends 
her lawyer 
credentials 
PTI 
KOLKATA 

The BJP on Thursday termed 
Mamata Banerjee's appear-
ance in the Calcutta High 
Court in advocate robes to 
argue a case in connection 
with the alleged post-poll viol-
ence in West Bengal a "politi-
cal stunt" even as the TMC 
maintained that she has long-
standing ties with the legal 
profession. 

This came after the Bar 
Council of India asked the 
West Bengal Bar Council to 
furnish a detailed report 
within 48 hours about Baner-
jee's enrolment and profes-
sional practice status. 

According to prevalent 
practice, if a person holds a 
constitutional post or is 
gainfully employed, he has 
to get the bar licence sus-
pended during the service. 
To practise law again, the 
same has to be revived. 

Senior BJP leader and ad-
vocate Koustav Bagchi said 
that if Banerjee was not en-
rolled in the voter rolls of 
the Bar Council of India, it 
could create complications 
for her. 

"As per my information, 
she was not enrolled in the 
voter rolls of the Bar Council 
of India. If that is the situ-
ation, it could create serious 
problems for Mamata Ba-
nerjee in the coming days 
because the Bar Council has 
sought an explanation on 
the matter," Bagchi said. He 
argued that merely holding 
a law degree did not qualify 
one to practise in courts and 
stressed the importance of 
formal legal training and 
professional discipline. 

"One can have an LLB de-
gree, but being an advocate 
is a Herculean task. One has 
to attend a senior's chamber 
and become acquainted 
with the discipline of this 
profession. One cannot 
simply wear robes and enter 
a court," he said. 


