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Rupee settles at
fresh closing low
of 95.86/USD
MUMBAI, May 15 (PTI) 

THE Indian rupee crashed
below the 96/USD mark on
Friday before closing at an
all-time low of 95.86 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
as elevated crude oil prices
and inflation concerns
added to the downside
pressure on the rupee.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 95.86, then slumped to a
record low of 96.14 in intra-
day trade, registering a fall
of 50 paise from its previous
close. The USD/INR pair
finally settled at 95.86 (pro-
visional) against the US dol-
lar, registering a fall of 22
paise from its previous
close, helped by likely RBI
intervention. 

Taiwan’s CTBC
Bank opens
branch at 
GIFT City
BEIJING, May 15 (PTI) 

CTBC Bank of Taiwan has
opened its branch at GIFT
City in Gujarat to support
cross-border financing and
enhance financial connec-
tivity between India,
Taiwan, Asia, and global
markets. CTBC Bank is the
only Taiwanese bank with a
branch presence in India
and the first Taiwanese
lender to establish a pres-
ence at GIFT City, the bank
said in a press release.

The establishment of the
GIFT City branch reinforces
CTBC Bank’s commitment
to supporting cross-border
financing, trade, investment
flows and connectivity
between India, Taiwan,
Asia, and global markets.

Air India receives
new Boeing 787-9
aircraft
NEW DELHI, May 15 (PTI) 

AIR India has received
another tailor-made Boeing
787-9 aircraft, which landed
in the national capital on
Friday. The loss-making air-
line, which is in the middle
of an ambitious transforma-
tion plan, is expanding its
fleet and this is the second
tailor-made Boeing 787-9
aircraft taken by the carrier
after privatisation in
January 2022. The second
made-for-Air India Boeing
787-9, bearing registration
mark VT-AWB, just touched
down in Delhi after a non-
stop flight from Charleston,
United States. “This brand-
new aircraft sporting Air
India’s new livery is a part of
our effort to upgrade our
wide-body fleet and deliver
a world-class premium
experience to our guests,”
the airline said on X. 

Mah cuts VAT on
aviation turbine
fuel to 7 pc 
from 18 pc 
MUMBAI, May 15 (PTI) 

THE Maharashtra
Government reduced Value
Added Tax (VAT) on
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
to 7 per cent from 18 per
cent for a period of six
months beginning May 15,
an official said. The deci-
sion was notified by the
state Finance Department
on May 14 under the
Maharashtra Value Added
Tax Act 2002. “The conces-
sion will remain in force
from May 15 to November
14, after which the previous
rate would apply unless
extended or modified by the
Government. The amend-
ment substitutes the exist-
ing 18 per cent tax rate with
7 per cent in Entry 6 of
Schedule B appended to the
Maharashtra Value Added
Tax Act 2002,” it said. 

BRIEFS

NEW DELHI, May 15 (PTI) 

SILVER prices plunged by Rs
21,600 to Rs 2.75 lakh per kg while
gold dropped by Rs 3,200 to Rs
1.62 lakh per 10 grams in the
national capital
on Friday due
to a strong US
dollar and
heavy profit-
booking by
investors.

According to
the All India
Sarafa Association, gold of 99.9
per cent purity dropped by Rs
3,200, or 1.93 per cent, to Rs
1,62,800 per 10 grams (inclusive
of all taxes) from Thursday's clos-
ing level of Rs 1,66,000 per 10
grams.

Silver prices also nosedived by
Rs 21,600, or 7.3 per cent, to Rs
2,75,000 per kg (inclusive of all
taxes). The white metal had set-
tled at Rs 2,96,600 per kg in the
previous session.

“Precious metals came under
heavy selling pressure on Friday.
Persistent concerns over elevat-
ed inflation, fuelled by higher
energy prices and ongoing sup-
ply chain disruptions
linked to US-Iran tensions,
have strengthened the
case for restrictive mone-
tary policy,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

This outlook pushed
investors toward the dol-
lar and US Treasury bond

yields, reducing the appeal of
gold, he added.

The sharp decline mirrored
weakness in the overseas mar-
kets, where spot gold declined
USD 104, or 2.24 per cent, to USD

4,548.46 per ounce
while silver fell USD
5.26, or 6.31 per
cent, to USD 78.21
per ounce.

“Gold prices felt
the heat as the yel-
low metal correct-
ed sharply by near-

ly, pressured by a rise in crude
oil prices and a stronger dollar
index, which weighed on bullion
sentiment,” Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst - Commodity
and Currency, LKP Securities,
said.

Profit booking also emerged
after the steep rally and elevat-
ed levels witnessed in recent ses-
sions, he added.

“Markets will closely track
updates from the US-China
meeting, Trump’s policy stance
after returning to the US, and
ongoing geopolitical tensions
involving the US, Israel, and Iran,”
Trivedi added.

MUMBAI, May 15 (PTI) 

THE Reserve Bank on Friday
said it has imposed a penal-
ty of Rs 3.1 lakh on IIFL
Finance for certain deficien-
cies in regulatory compliance.

The penalty was imposed
for non-compliance with cer-
tain provisions of Master
Direction- Reserve Bank of
India (Non-Banking Financial
Company - Scale Based
Regulation). In a statement,
the central bank said a statu-
tory inspection of IIFL
Finance was conducted with
reference to its financial posi-
tion as on March 31, 2025.

“Based on the supervisory
findings of non-compliance
with RBI directions and relat-
ed correspondence in 
that regard, a notice was
issued to the company advis-
ing it to show cause as to why
penalty should not be
imposed on it for failure to
comply with the said direc-
tions,” it said.

RBI imposes 
penalty on 
IIFL Finance

Exports clock 5-month high growth of 13.48 pc in
April, trade deficit widens to three-month high
NEW DELHI, May 15 (PTI) 

EXPORTS rose by 13.78 per cent
to USD 43.56 billion in April, the
highest monthly outbound ship-
ments in more than four years,
driven by petroleum products
amid a surge in crude oil prices,
but trade deficit widened to a
three-month high of USD 28.38
billion due to an uptick 
in imports.

Imports grew by 10 per cent
year-on-year to a six-month high
of USD 71.94 billion in April,
inflating the trade deficit. The
gap between imports and
exports, or trade deficit, was USD
27.1 billion in April 2025 and USD
20.67 billion in March 2026.

Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said that despite global
geopolitical tensions, the coun-

try’s exports are registering
healthy growth. Exports grew at
the fastest pace in five months
in April. “The positive growth in
value may also have some con-
tribution from the price because
prices of many things are going
up so that may have some pos-
itive impact,” he told reporters
here. The key drivers of exports
include electronic goods (40.31
per cent), meat and dairy (48 per
cent), petroleum products (34.66

per cent), engineering items (8.76
per cent), and pharmaceuticals
(7.12 per cent).

Electronic exports rose to USD
5.17 billion, while shipments of
petroleum products were worth
USD 9.6 billion in April.Brent
crude oil prices have risen by
USD 11.47, or nearly 12 per cent,
to USD 107.51 per barrel on May
15 from USD 96.04 per barrel on
March 16, 2026. At its peak, Brent
crude had surged by USD 30.37,

or about 32 per cent, to USD
126.41 per barrel on April 30 com-
pared with the March 16 level.

Diversification of exports in
new markets has also helped
shipments record the highest
growth rate in five months in
April. Healthy growth has been
registered in destinations such
as Singapore, Tanzania, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Australia, and Vietnam.

However, the country’s mer-
chandise exports to the West
Asian region declined 28 per cent
to USD 4.16 billion last month
against USD 5.78 billion in 
April 2025. 

Imports from the region also
declined by 31.64 per cent to
USD 10.47 billion in April 
from USD 15.32 billion in the
year-ago period.

NEW DELHI, May 15 (PTI) 

THE Income Tax department on
Friday enabled online filing of
ITR-1 and ITR-4, which are filed
by small and medium taxpayers,
for the assessment year 2026-27.

“The Excel utility and Online
filing for ITR-1 and ITR-4 for AY
2026-27 has been enabled and is
now available for taxpayers on
the e-Filing portal,” the I-T
department said in a post on X.

These forms for filing Income
Tax Returns (ITRs) for income

earned in the 2025-26 fiscal year
were notified on March 30. 

With the online filing and excel
utility now enabled, assessees
can now start filing tax returns. 

The last date for filing tax
returns by individual taxpayers
in ITR - 1 is July 31, while for non-
audit taxpayers filing ITR-4, the
deadline is August 31.

Income Tax Returns (ITR)
Form 1 (Sahaj) and ITR Form 4
(Sugam) are simpler forms that
cater to a large number of small
and medium taxpayers. Sahaj
can be filed by a resident indi-
vidual having annual income up
to Rs 50 lakh, and who receives
income from salary, one house
property, other sources and 
agricultural income up to 
Rs 5,000 a year. 

It also allows reporting of long
Term Capital Gains (LTCG) of 
Rs 1.25 lakh a year. 

I-T Deptt enables online
filing of ITR-1, ITR-4

Silver prices plunge by Rs 21,600, gold
falls by Rs 3,200 amid global selloff

The last date for 
filing tax returns by 
individual taxpayers in
ITR-1 is July 31, while
for non-audit taxpayers 
filing ITR-4, the 
deadline is August 31

■

MUMBAI, May 15 (PTI) 

BENCHMARK equity indices
Sensex and Nifty surrendered
early gains to close lower on
Friday due to selling in metal,
oil & gas and PSU bank shares
and caution among investors
amid surging crude oil prices.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped 160.73 points, or 0.21
per cent, to settle at 75,237.99,
after swinging between gains
and losses during the session.
The benchmark had rallied
nearly 470 points in early trade
before losing momentum.

The 50-share NSE Nifty set-
tled lower by 46.10 points, or 0.19
per cent, at 23,643.50, snapping
its two-day gaining streak.

Tata Steel, State Bank of India,
Eternal, Reliance Industries,
UltraTech Cement, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Bharat Electronics
Ltd, Larsen & Toubro, Trent, Axis
Bank and Asian Paints were the
major laggards among Sensex
stocks. On the other hand,
Infosys, Tech Mahindra,

PowerGrid, Adani Ports, Maruti
Suzuki India, Bharti Airtel, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Hindustan
Unilever, and Sun
Pharmaceuticals were major
winners. “Investors have turned
cautious post the recent relief
rally, with rising bond yields, a
weaker rupee, and fresh fuel
price hikes reviving inflation
concerns,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Investments
Ltd, said.Favourable valuations
and a solid Q4 earnings print
are cushioning the downside.
Focus has shifted to potential
fiscal and monetary measures
to defend the rupee and sta-

bilise the Balance of Payment,
he added.

“Globally, surging yields have
paused the AI-led rally. Near-
term direction is likely to be
driven by geopolitical develop-
ments -- specifically, any
progress on reopening the Strait
of Hormuz, with the Trump-Xi
meeting positioned as the key
catalyst,” Nair said.

The rupee crashed below the
96 mark against the US dollar
on Friday for the first time as
elevated crude oil prices and
inflation concerns weighed on
the local unit. The local cur-
rency closed at a record low of
95.94 (provisional) against the
US dollar later.

Oil marketing companies
raised petrol and diesel prices
by Rs 3 per litre each on Friday,
to pass on part of the hit from
surging global crude prices trig-
gered by the Iran war. CNG
prices in cities like Delhi and
Mumbai were raised by Rs 2 per
kg, raising fears of a spike in infla-
tion.

Stock markets close lower as weak rupee, inflation
fears after fuel price hike weigh on sentiment
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·¤ÚU ÙèÅU-ØêÁè w®w{ ·¤æ ÂðÂÚU Üè·¤ 

ç·¤ØæÐ §â·ð¤ ÕæÎ §âè �Üæâ ×ð¢ 

ÀUæ˜æô¢ ·¤ô âßæÜ, çß·¤ËÂ ¥õÚU ©Uâ·ð¤ 

âãUè ÁßæÕ ÕÌæ°Ð Áæ¢¿ °Áð¢çâØô¢ 

·¤æ ×æÙÙæ ãUñ ç·¤ ©U‹ãUô¢Ùð ÖæÚUè ÚU·¤× 

Üð·¤ÚU ÂðÂÚU Üè·¤ ç·¤ØæÐ ÜðÙ-ÎðÙ ·¤è 

ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè ¥Öè Áæ¢¿ ·ð¤ ÎæØÚUð ×ð¢ ãUñ¢Ð  

Áæ¢¿ âèÏð °ÙÅUè° ·ð¤ ¥¢ÎÚU 

Ì·¤ ÂãUé¢¿èÑ ÂãUÜè ÕæÚU ÂðÂÚU Üè·¤ 

×æ×Üð ×ð¢ °ÙÅUè° âð ÁéÇ¸Uð ÃØç�Ì ·¤è 

Öêç×·¤æ âæ×Ùð ¥æ§üÐ §ââð Îðàæ ·¤è 

âÕâð ÕÇ¸Uè ×ðçÇU·¤Ü Âýßðàæ ÂÚUèÿææ ·¤è 

çßàßâÙèØÌæ ÂÚU »¢ÖèÚU âßæÜ ¹Ç¸Uð 

ãUô »° ãUñ¢Ð §ââð ÂãUÜð w®wy ·ð¤ ÙèÅU 

ÂðÂÚU Üè·¤ Âý·¤ÚU‡æ ×ð¢ °Áð¢âè ·ð¤ ÖèÌÚU 

âð Üè·¤ ãUôÙð ·¤è ÕæÌ âæçÕÌ ÙãUè´ ãUô 

Âæ§ü ÍèÐ âèÕè¥æ§ ¥Õ Ì·¤ §â 

×æ×Üð ×ð¢ ·é¤Ü âæÌ Üô»ô¢ ·¤è 

ç»ÚU�ÌæÚU ·¤ÚU ¿é·¤è ãUñÐ 

×é�Ø âôâü Ì·¤ °ðâð ÂãUé¢¿è 

âèÕè¥æ§Ñ âèÕè¥æ§ Ùð çßàæðá 

¥ÎæÜÌ ×ð¢ Âé‡æð ·ð¤ ¥æÚUôÂè ÏÙ¢ÁØ 

Üô¹¢ÇUð ·¤è çÚU×æ¢ÇU ×æ¢»Ìð ãUé° ÕÌæØæ 

ç·¤ ©Uâð ÙèÅU-ØêÁè w®w{ ·¤æ Üè·¤ 

ÂýàÙÂ˜æ ×Ùèáæ ßæƒæ×æÚUð âð ç×Üæ ÍæÐ 

 °Áð¢âè ·ð¤ ¥ÙéâæÚU Üô¹¢ÇUð ·¤æ â¢Â·¤ü 

àæéÖ× Ùæ×·¤ ÃØç�Ì âð Íæ, çÁâÙð 

ÂðÂÚU ¥æ»ð ÂãUé¢¿æÙð ×ð¢ Öêç×·¤æ çÙÖæ§üÐ 

§ââð ÂãUÜð ç»ÚU�ÌæÚU ç·¤° »° Âæ¢¿ 

¥æÚUôçÂØô¢ ·¤è çÚU×æ¢ÇU ·ð¤ ÎõÚUæÙ Öè 

âèÕè¥æ§ü Ùð ÕÌæØæ Íæ ç·¤ Ùæçâ·¤ ·ð¤ 

àæéÖ× ·¤ô Üè·¤ ÂýàÙÂ˜æ Âé‡æð ·ð¤ °·¤ 

ÃØç�Ì âð ç×Üæ ÍæÐ 

ÙèÅU-ØêÁè w®w{ ÂðÂÚU Üè·¤ ×æ×Üæ Ñ âèÕè¥æ§ü Ùð 

ç·¤Øæ ç»ÚU�ÌæÚU, çßàæðá €Üæâ Ü»æ·¤ÚU Üè·¤ ç·¤Øæ ÂðÂÚ

ÂýàÙ Â˜æ ÌñØæÚU ·¤ÚUÙð 

ßæÜè âç×çÌ ·¤æ ÂýôÈð¤âÚU 

ãUè çÙ·¤Üæ ×æSÅUÚU×æ¢§ÇU

ÙèÅU ÚUÎ÷Î ·ð¤ 

¥ßâæÎ ×ð¢ 3 ÀUæ˜æô¢ 

Ùð ·¤è ¥æˆ×ãUˆØæ

Ù§ü çÎËÜè. ÙèÅU ÚUg ãUôÙð ·¤è 

ßÁãU âð ¥ßâæÎ ×ð¢ ÚUæÁSÍæÙ, 

©U�æÚUÂýÎðàæ ß »ôßæ ×ð¢ ÌèÙ ÀUæ˜æô¢ 

·ð¤ ¥æˆ×ãUˆØæ ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ ×æ×Üð 

âæ×Ùð ¥æ°Ð ÚUæÁSÍæÙ ·ð¤ 

Ûæé¢ÛæéÙê¢ ·ð¤ ÀUæ˜æ ÂýÎèÂ ×æçãU¿ 

(wx) Ùð àæé·ý¤ßæÚU ÎôÂãUÚU ·¤×ÚUð 

×ð¢ ¥æˆ×ãUˆØæ ·¤ÚU Üè ãUñÐ 

ÂçÚUÁÙ ·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤, ÂýÎèÂ ÌèÙ 

âæÜ âð âè·¤ÚU ×ð¢ ÚUãU·¤ÚU ÙèÅU 

·¤è ÌñØæÚUè ·¤ÚU ÚUãUæ Íæ ¥õÚU 

§âè âæÜ ÂðÂÚU ¥‘ÀUæ ãUé¥æ ÍæÐ 

ÙèÅU ÚUg ãUôÙð ·ð¤ ÕæÎ âð çÂÀUÜð 

¿æÚU çÎÙ âð ßãU »ãUÚUð ¥ßâæÎ ×ð¢ 

ÍæÐ ÂýÎèÂ ×æçãU¿ ÌèÙ ÕãUÙô¢ ·¤æ 

§·¤ÜõÌæ Öæ§ü ÍæÐ §âè Âý·¤æÚU 

âð ©U�æÚUÂýÎðàæ ·ð¤ §üâæÙ»ÚU ÍæÙæ 

ÿæð˜æ ·ð¤ ãUâÙÂéÚU ·¤ÅUõÜè çÙßæâè 

w® ßáèüØ «¤çÌ·¤ ç×Ÿææ  Ùð Öè 

¥æˆ×ãUˆØæ ·¤ÚU ÜèÐ ßãU ÌèâÚUè 

ÕæÚU ÙèÅU ·¤è ÌñØæÚUè ·¤ÚU ÚUãUæ 

ÍæÐ §â ÕæÚU ©Uâ·¤æ ÂðÂÚU ¥‘ÀUæ 

»Øæ Íæ, Üðç·¤Ù ÂÚUèÿææ ÚUg ãUôÙð 

·¤è ¹ÕÚU âð ßãU ÕðãUÎ ÂÚUðàææÙ 

ãUô »ØæÐ ÕéÏßæÚU ·¤ô »æ¢ß âð 

àæãUÚU ·ð¤ ƒæÚU ÂãUé¢¿Ùð ·ð¤ ÕæÎ ßãU 

·¤×ÚUð ×ð¢ Õ¢Î ÚUãUæÐ »éL¤ßæÚU ·¤ô 

ÂçÚUÁÙô¢ Ùð ·¤×ÚUð ·¤æ ÎÚUßæÁæ 

ÌôÇ¸U·¤ÚU Îð¹æ Ìô «¤çÌ·¤ È¢¤Îð âð 

ÜÅU·¤æ ç×ÜæÐ ßãUè´ »ôßæ ×ð¢ Öè 

°·¤ v| ßáèüØ ÀUæ˜æ Ùð §âè ßÁãU 

âð ¥æˆ×ãUˆØæ ·¤ÚU ÜèÐ 

ÂýôÈð¤âÚU Âè.ßè. ·é¤Ü·¤‡æèü

ÂðÁ °·¤ ·ð¤ àæðá... 

vz ç·¤Üæð... 

»´ÖèÚU M¤Â âð ÛæéÜâð } ×ÁÎêÚUô´ 

·¤æ ©Â¿æÚU ÁæÚUè ãñÐ §´UÎæñÚU ·ð¤ °×ßæØ 

¥SÂÌæÜ ×ð´ ÖÌèü y ×ÁÎêÚUæð´ ·¤è 

ãUæÜÌ »´ÖèÚU ÕÙè ãéU§üU ãñUÐ ßãUè´ 

àæé·ý¤ßæÚU ·¤è ÎæðÂãUÚU çÕãUæÚU ·ð¤ çÜ° 

ÚUßæÙæ ãUæðÙð ßæÜð ×ÁÎêÚUæð´ ·¤æ Îæßæ ãñU 

ç·¤ ãUæÎâð ·ð¤ ÎæñÚUæÙ Èñ¤�ÅþUè ×ð´ ©UÙ·ð¤ 

âæÍ Îæð ¥æñÚU âæÍè Íð, çÁÙ·¤è ·¤æð§üU 

¹æðÁ-¹ÕÚU ÙãUè´ ç×Üè ãñUÐ  

§´UÎæñÚU ×ð´ ÌèÙ Èñ¤�ÅþUè âèÜ- Îðßæâ 

ãUæÎâð ·Ô¤ ÕæÎ §´UÎæñÚU ×ð´ °ç�ÅUß ãéU° 

çÁÜæ ÂýàææâÙ Ùð âéÚUÿææ ×æÙ·¤ô´ ·¤è 

¥ÙÎð¹è ÂÚU ÌèÙ ÂÅUæ¹æ Èñ¤ç�UÅþØô´ 

·¤ô âèÜ ·¤ÚU çÎØæÐ §´UÎæñÚU ·ð¤ 

¹ÁéçÚUØæ, ÏÌéçÚUØæ ¥õÚU Â´¿ÇðçÚUØæ ×ð´ 

¿ÜÙð ßæÜè Èñ¤ç�ÅþUØæð´ ×ð´ çÙØ×æð´ ·¤è 

¥ÙÎð¹è ÂÚU ·¤æÚüUßæ§üU ·¤è »§üUÐ  

ƒæÅUÙæ SÍÜ ÂÚU z ÅUè×ð´ Áæ´¿ 
ÂÚU ÁéÅUè´  

v. °È¤°â°ÜÑ È¤æòÚÔ´Uçâ·¤ 

°�âÂÅüU ·¤è ÅUè×ð´ ƒæÅUÙæ SÍÜ ·¤è 

ÖõçÌ·¤, ÚUæâæØçÙ·¤ ¥æñÚU Èñ¤�ÅþUè ·ð¤ 

¥æâÂæâ çÕ¹ÚÔU àæßæð´ ·ð¤ ¥ßàæðáæð´ 

·¤è ÇUè°Ù° Áæ´¿ ·¤ÚU ÚUãUè ãñUÐ 

w. ÂèâèÕèÑ ÂýÎêá‡æ ·¤´ÅþôÜ ÕôÇü 

·¤æ ÎÜ Èñ¤�ÅþUè ·ð¤ â´¿æÜÙ ×ð´ 

ÂØæüßÚU‡æèØ ¥Ùé×çÌ â´Õ´çŠæÌ Áæ´¿ 

·¤Ú ÚUãUè ãñUÐ 

x. çÕÁÜè ·¤´ÂÙèÑ Èñ¤�ÅþUè ×ð´ 

Šæ×æ·ð¤ ·ð¤ ÎæñÚUæÙ çßléÌ SÂæç·Z¤» Øæ 

¥‹Ø »Ç¸ÕçÇ¸Øæð´ ·¤è Áæ´¿Ð 

y. ¥õlôç»·¤ âéÚUÿææ çßÖæ»Ñ 

ÂÅUæ¹æ Èñ¤�ÅþUè ·ð¤ â´¿æÜÙ ×ð´ çÙØ×æð´ 

·¤è ¥ÙÎð¹è ß ÜæÂÚUßæãUè ·¤è 

Áæ´¿Ð 

z. ÂéçÜâ ÅUè×Ñ ƒæÅUÙæ ·ð¤ ·¤æÚU‡æ 

¥æñÚU ¥æÚUæðçÂØæð´ ·ð¤ çßL¤hU ·¤æÙêÙè 

·¤æÚüUßæ§üUÐ 

Âç˜æ·¤æ ‹ØêÁ ÙðÅUß·ü¤ 
patrika.com 

¥Õê ÏæÕè. Âæ¢¿ Îðàæô¢ ·¤è Øæ˜ææ ÂÚU 

»° ÂýÏæÙ×¢˜æè ÙÚUð¢¼ý ×ôÎè àæé·ý¤ßæÚU 

âéÕãU Øê°§ü ÂãUé¢¿ð, ÁãUæ¢ ÚUæcÅþUÂçÌ 

×ôãU�×Î çÕÙ ÁæØÎ ¥Ü ÙæãUØæÙ 

·ð¤ âæÍ ·¤§ü ×ãUˆßÂê‡æü â×ÛæõÌð 

ãUé°Ð ÌèÙ ƒæ¢ÅUð ·ð¤ â¢çÿæŒÌ ÎõÚUð ×ð¢ ÎôÙô¢ 

Îðàæô¢ ·ð¤ Õè¿ °ÜÂèÁè ¥æÂêçÌü 

âçãUÌ SÅþUðÅUðçÁ·¤ ÂðÅþUôçÜØ× 

çÚUÁßü, ÚUÿææ âãUØô» ¥õÚU 

§‹Èý¤æSÅþU�¿ÚU ÂÚU z 

¥ÚUÕ ÇUæòÜÚU ·ð¤ 

çÙßðàæ ¥æçÎ 

â×ÛææñÌæð´ ÂÚU 

ãUSÌæÿæÚU ãéU°Ð Âçà¿× 

°çàæØæ â¢·¤ÅU ·ð¤ Õè¿ 

ÚU‡æÙèçÌ·¤ ÂðÅþUôçÜØ× Ö¢ÇUæÚU 

·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU â×ÛæõÌæ ×ãUˆßÂê‡æü ãUñÐ 

§â·ð¤ ÌãUÌ ¥Õê ÏæÕè ·¤è ÚUæcÅþUèØ 

ÌðÜ ·¢¤ÂÙè °ÇUÙô·¤ ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤ 

ÚU‡æÙèçÌ·¤ Ö¢ÇUæÚU ×ð¢ ¥ÂÙè 

Öæ»èÎæÚUè ÕÉU¸æ·¤ÚU x® ç×çÜØÙ 

ÕñÚUÜ ·¤ÚUð»èÐ §â·ð¤ ¥Üæßæ 

°ÇUÙô·¤ ß ¥æ§¥ôâè°Ü ·ð¤ Õè¿ 

Îèƒæü·¤æÜèÙ °ÜÁèÂè ·¤è ¥æÂêçÌü 

·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU Öè ·¤ÚUæÚU ãUé¥æÐ       

Âè°× ÙÚÔ´UÎý ×æðÎè ¥æñÚU Øê°§üU ·ð¤ ÚUæCþUÂçÌ ÙæãUØæÙÐ 

×æðÎè ·ð¤ çß×æÙ ·¤æð °S·¤æòÅüU ·¤ÚUÌæ °È¤-16Ð

Øê°§ü ·¤è ÚUæÁÏæÙè ¥ÕêÏæÕè ÂãUé¢¿Ùð âð ÂãUÜð Øê°§ü 

°ØÚUÈ¤ôâü ·ð¤ °È¤-v{ È¤æ§ÅUÚU ÁðÅU Ùð Âè°× ×ôÎè 

·ð¤ çß×æÙ ·¤ô °S·¤æòÅUü ç·¤ØæÐ Âè°× ×æðÎè Ùð ·¤ãUæ, 

ØãU â�×æÙ ÖæÚUÌèØ Üæð»æð´ ·¤æ ãñUÐ ©U‹ãæð´Ùð Øê°§üU ·¤æð 

ÎêâÚUæ ƒæÚU ÕÌæÌð ãéU° ãUÚU â´Öß ×ÎÎ ·¤æ 

¥æàßæâÙ çÎØæÐ 

ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤ ÌðÜ Ö¢ÇUæÚU ·¤æð ÕÉ¸Uæ·¤ÚU 3 ·¤ÚUæðÇ¸ 

ÕñÚUÜ ·¤ÚÔ»æ Øê°§ü, 5 ¥ÚUÕ ·¤æ çÙßðàæ Öè 
Øð Âý×é¹ 

â×ÛæõÌð 

1  ÖæÚUÌ ¥õÚU Øê°§ü 

·ð¤ Õè¿ ÚUÿææ 

©Ulô», âæ§ÕÚU 

âéÚUÿææ, ¥æÌ¢·¤ßæÎ 

çßÚUôÏè ¥çÖØæÙ 

¥õÚU Ùßæ¿æÚU ¥æçÎ 

·¤æð Üð·¤ÚU âæÛæðÎæÚUèÐ  

2 SÅþUðÅUðçÁ·¤ 

ÂðÅþUôçÜØ× 

çÚUÁßü ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU 

°×¥ôØê ãUé¥æÐ  

3 °ÜÂèÁè ·¤è 

Îèƒæü·¤æÜèÙ 

¥æÂêçÌü ÂÚU 

â×ÛæõÌæÐ   

4 »éÁÚUæÌ ·ð¤ 

ßæçÇUÙæÚU ×ð¢ 

çàæÂ ×ÚU�×Ì ·ð´¤Îý 

SÍæçÂÌ ãUæð»æÐ 

5 Øê°§ü ÖæÚUÌ ×ð¢ 

§U‹Èý¤æSÅþU�¿ÚU, 

¥æÚUÕè°Ü Õñ´·¤ ß 

â�×æÙ ·ñ¤çÂÅUÜ 

ÂÚU Âæ¢¿ ¥ÚUÕ 

ÇUæòÜÚU ·¤æ  

çÙßðàæ ·¤ÚUð»æÐ 

°È¤-16 âð Âè°× ·ð¤ çß×æÙ ·¤æð °S·¤æòÅüU

Âçà¿× Õ´»æÜ

Âç˜æ·¤æ ‹ØêÁ ÙðÅUß·ü¤ 
patrika.com 

·¤ôÜ·¤æÌæ. Âçà¿× Õ´»æÜ 

âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð ¥æÚUÁè ·¤ÚU ¥SÂÌæÜ ×ð´ 

ÅþðUÙè ÇUæò�ÅUÚU ·ð¤ ÚUðÂ-×ÇüÚU ·Ô¤â ·¤è 

àæéL¤¥æÌè Áæ´¿ ×ð´ ·¤çÍÌ 

ÜæÂÚUßæãè ÕÚUÌÙð ÂÚU ÌèÙ ßçÚUD 

¥æ§Âè°â ¥çÏ·¤æçÚUØô´ ·¤ô âSÂð´Ç 

·¤ÚU çÎØæ ãñÐ ×é�Ø×´˜æè âéßð´Îé 

¥çŠæ·¤æÚUè Ùð àæé·ý¤ßæÚU ·¤ô ÚUæ’Ø 

âç¿ßæÜØ ×ð´ §â·¤è ƒæôá‡ææ ·¤èÐ 

§UÙ×ð´ ·¤ôÜ·¤æÌæ ÂéçÜâ ·Ô¤ 

Ìˆ·¤æÜèÙ ·¤ç×àÙÚU çßÙèÌ »ôØÜ, 

Ìˆ·¤æÜèÙ çÇŒÅUè ·¤ç×àÙÚU §´çÎÚUæ 

×é¹Áèü ß ¥çÖáð·¤ »é#æ àææç×Ü 

ãñ´Ð §Ù·Ô¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ çßÖæ»èØ Áæ´¿ 

Öè àæéM¤ ·¤è »§üU ãñÐ ¥æÚUôÂ ãñ ç·¤ 

§U‹ãUæð´Ùð ¥»SÌ w®wy ·ð¤ §Uâ 

Áƒæ‹Ø ¥ÂÚUæÏ ÂÚU Æè·¤ âð ŠØæÙ 

ÙãUè´ çÎØæ, ×ëÌ·¤æ ·ð¤ ÂçÚUÁÙô´ ·¤ô 

Âñâð ÎðÙð ·¤è ·¤ôçàæàæ ·¤è ß çÕÙæ 

¥Ùé×çÌ Âýðâ ·¤æò‹Èýð´¤â ·¤èÐ âéßð´Îé Ùð 

·¤ãUæ ç·¤ ·Ô¤â ·¤è Áæ´¿ âèÕè¥æ§U 

·¤ÚU ÚUãè ãñ ¥õÚU ÚUæ’Ø âÚU·¤æÚU ©â×ð´ 

ãSÌÿæðÂ Ùãè´ ·¤ÚUð»èÐ

¥æÚUÁè ·¤Ú ×æ×Üð 

×ð´ UÌèÙ ¥æ§Âè°â 

¥çŠæ·¤æÚUè âSÂð´ÇU

ÂÚUæ´ÁÂð °ÙâèÂè ÀUæðÇ¸ 

çàæ´Îð »éÅU ×ð´ ¥æ°

×é¢Õ§ü@Âç˜æ·¤æ. ×ãUæÚUæcÅþU ·ð¤ 

ÆUæ‡æð âð ßçÚUcÆU ÙðÌæ ¥õÚU Âêßü 

âæ¢âÎ ¥æÙ¢Î ÂÚUæ¢ÁÂð Ùð 

°ÙâèÂè ÀUôÇ¸U·¤ÚU âè°× 

°·¤ÙæÍ ¨àæÎð ·¤è çàæßâðÙæ 

Áæò§Ù ·¤ÚU ÜèÐ ©U‹ãUæð ´Ùð §Uâð vy 

âæÜ ÕæÎ ÒƒæÚUßæÂâèÓ ÕÌæØæÐ 

°ÙâèÂè ¥õÚU çàæßâðÙæ ÎôÙô¢ 

×ãUæÚUæcÅþU ·¤è â�ææM¤ÉU¸ ×ãUæØéçÌ 

âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤æ çãUSâæ ãUñ ¢Ð
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Govt imposes
import curbs 
on silver
NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI) 

WITHIN days of levying
high customs duties on pre-
cious metals, the
Government on Saturday
imposed import curbs on
silver.The Government, on
May 13, hiked import duty
on precious metals from 6
per cent to 15 per cent.

The import policy for sil-
ver, including silver played
with gold and platinum,
“are revised from free to
restricted...With immediate
effect,” the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
said in a notification. Goods
under restricted category
needs Government license
for imports.

Balrampur Chini
Mills Q4 profit
dips 30 pc 
NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI) 

SUGAR firm Balrampur
Chini Mills Ltd has posted a
30 per cent decline in its
consolidated net profit to
Rs 159.56 crore for the quar-
ter ended March on higher
expenses.

Its net profit stood at Rs
229.12 crore in the year-ago
period. Total income rose 7
per cent to Rs 1,616.23 crore
during the January-March
quarter of 2025-26 fiscal
from Rs 1,513.16 crore in
the corresponding period of
the preceding year, accord-
ing to a regulatory filing on
Friday. Total operational
expenses increased to Rs
1,389.46 crore from Rs
1,212.02 crore. 

During the 2025-26 fiscal
year, net profit fell to Rs
378.46 crore from Rs 436.92
crore in the preceding year.

NHPC Q4 profit
grows 68 pc to 
Rs 1,549 crore

NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI) 

STATE-OWNED NHPC has
posted over 68 per cent
jump in consolidated net
profit at Rs 1,549.42 crore
for March quarter 2025-26,
supported by higher rev-
enues. It had logged a profit
of Rs 919.63 crore in the
year-ago period, the com-
pany said in an exchange
filing on Friday. Total
income during the period
increased to Rs 3,120.52
crore from Rs 2,557.71 crore
in fourth quarter of 2024-
25. Annual net profit was at
Rs 4,220.46 crore as against
Rs 3,411.73 crore. Total
income was at Rs 12,686.09
crore as compared to Rs
11,614.61 crore earlier.

The companys board also
approved final dividend of
21 paise per equity share for
FY26. In a separate state-
ment, NHPC said during FY
2025-26.

BRIEFS

NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI) 

ARTIFICIAL intelligence is no
longer just a technological layer
but is rapidly becoming the oper-
ating foundation and “infra-
structure of intelligence” for
enterprises globally, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS)
Chairman N Chandrasekaran
said.

In his letter to shareholders in
the companys Annual Report for
2025-26, Chandrasekaran noted
that TCS has scaled up the exe-
cution of its Human+AI operat-
ing model, generating an annu-
alised revenue of USD 2.3 billion
in AI services and USD 11.5 bil-
lion in new-age services, 
including cloud, data, and cyber-
security. He noted that AI will fun-
damentally influence how enter-
prises invest, organise supply
chains, manage risk, and serve
stakeholders, with generative
and agentic AI now entering a
new phase of growth as cus-
tomers decisively move from

experimental pilots to scaled
deployments and embed AI into
core functions.  Looking ahead,
the Chairman outlined a com-
prehensive future strategy cen-
tered on establishing secure,
resilient, and sovereign AI infra-
structure. A key priority for the
IT major, he said, will be build-
ing an AI operating system tai-
lored for industries to accelerate
the deployment of agentic AI
solutions. Furthermore, TCS
plans to construct Indias first AI-
focused data centre featuring a
rack density greater than 160 KW,
while strengthening its
Infrastructure to Intelligence
offerings through expansive part-

nerships with hyperscalers, fron-
tier AI firms, and industrial
OEMs.

Highlighting global macro-
economic shifts,
Chandrasekaran noted that as
global constraints on power,
compute, and geography inten-
sify, India is emerging as a 
strategic +1 destination for AI
infrastructure.  TCS reported a
12.22 per cent jump in its March
quarter net profit to Rs 13,718
crore, supported by expanded
profit margins. For fiscal year
2025-26, its profit after tax
increased 1.35 per cent to Rs
49,210 crore compared to Rs
48,553 crore in
FY25. The com-
pany added
2,356 jobs 
in Q4 to take 
the overall 
n u m b e r
of employees to
584,519 as 
of March 31,
2026.

NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI) 

BELEAGUERED telecom opera-
tor Vodafone Idea has posted a
consolidated net profit of Rs
51,970 crore - its first ever in
about six years, for the March
quarter of
F Y 2 0 2 5 - 2 6 ,
mainly due to
relief in statu-
tory liabilities,
according to a
company fil-
ing. 

The compa-
ny had posted a loss of Rs 7,167
crore in the same period a year
ago. The Department of Telecom
(DoT) on January 27 confirmed
that the AGR (adjusted gross rev-
enue) dues of Vodafone Idea (Vi)
as of December 31, 2025, amount
to Rs 87,695 crore. Thereafter,
the DoT informed Vi on April 30
that the Committee formed for
the purpose of reassessment
finalised the AGR dues at Rs
64,046 crore for FY 2006-07 to
2018-19 as on December 31,

2025. 
“Consequently, in accordance

with Ind AS 109, the financial lia-
bility of Rs 80,502 crore as at
December 31, 2025, was dere-
cognised and the revised finan-
cial liability of Rs 24,880 crore was

recognised, which
is the present val-
ue of future pay-
ments as stated
above. The result-
ing difference of
Rs 55,622 crore
(including impact
of reassessed

amount) along with net impact
of other related provisions has
been credited to the statement
of Profit and Loss,” the filing said.

The consolidated revenue
from operations grew by about
3 per cent to Rs 11,332 crore dur-
ing the reported quarter from Rs
11,229 crore in the corresponding
quarter of fiscal year 2025.

Not just the quarter, the reduc-
tion in adjusted gross revenue lia-
bility made Vodafone Idea a prof-
itable firm for the full fiscal.

Vodafone Idea posts
profit of Rs 51,970 cr 

GANDHINAGAR, May 16 (IANS) 

THE intra-BRICS merchandise
trade has risen thirteen-fold,
from $ 84 billion in 2003 to $
1.17 trillion in 2024, outpacing
the growth in global trade and
contributing to greater resilience
and diversification for member
countries, Rajesh Agrawal,
Commerce Secretary said on
Saturday. 

Speaking at 2nd meeting of
the BRICS Contact Group on
Trade and Economic Issues
(CGETI) here, the top govern-
ment official underscored that
BRICS has continued to grow
stronger and has emerged as an
influential voice representing
the aspirations and priorities of
emerging markets and devel-
oping economies.

“This has happened despite

rising protectionism, geopolit-
ical tensions, supply chain dis-
ruptions, inflationary pressures
and growing uncertainty,”
Agrawal said.

However, indicating signifi-
cant untapped potential for
deeper trade integration,

stronger value-chain linkages
and enhanced economic coop-
eration the commerce secretary
added that intra-BRICS trade
still accounts for only around 5
per cent of global trade.

Discussions at CGETI also
placed India’s engagement with

BRICS in a wider trade context.
India’s exports to BRICS mem-
ber countries were estimated at
$ 82.0 billion in merchandise
goods in FY26 and $ 31.3 billion
in services in CY24, the Ministry
of Commerce & Industry said.

These point to further scope
for deepening intra-BRICS
trade, with services and con-
nectivity emerging as impor-
tant drivers of future growth.

This is the 2nd meeting of
CGETI following the first CGETI
meeting held virtually in March
2026. Held under the theme
“Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability”, the meeting built
on the work undertaken under
previous Chairships.

India has assumed the BRICS
Chairship for the fourth time,
after 2012, 2016 and 2021. 

Intra-BRICS trade jumps 13-fold in 21 yrs,
touches $1.17 trillion: Commerce Secretary

AI becoming infrastructure of intelligence,
says TCS Chairman N Chandrasekaran

Govt clears proposal
for MCL listing
NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI) 

THE Government has approved
a proposal to list Mahanadi
Coalfields Ltd (MCL) and divest
up to 25 per cent of stake through
an initial public offering (IPO),
state-owned Coal India Ltd said
on Friday.
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