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NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court
on Thursday said that courts can
hear trials pertaining to section
124A of the Indian Penal Code,
which relates to sedition, if the
accused has no objection to it.

The clarification from a bench
comprising Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and Vipul M Pancholi came
while hearing a plea by an
accused who has been in jail for
17 years in a case related to sedi-
tion. The appeal filed by the
accused is pending before the
Madhya Pradesh High Court.

“The petitioner’s grievance is
that he has no objection if his
criminal appeal is heard in
entirety, including with respect
to the charge under Section
124A. That being so, we clarify...
that wherever the accused has
no objection against proceeding
of the trial, appeal, or any other
proceeding where he has been
chargesheeted under Section
124A IPC also, there shall be no
impediment for the courts to
decide such matters on merits
and in accordance with law,” the
bench said. The top court asked
the Madhya Pradesh High Court
to hear the petitioner’s appeal,
and decide the same on merit.

In a landmark order passed
on May 11, 2022, the apex court
had put the penal provision on
sedition on hold till the Centre
completed its promised review
of the colonial-era relic and also
asked the Union and state gov-
ernments not to register any
fresh case invoking the offence.

It had also directed that the
ongoing probes, pending trials
and all proceedings under the
sedition law would be kept in
abeyance across the country and
those in jail on sedition charges
could approach the court for
bail. The offence of sedition,
which was included in section
124A of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) in 1890, has been under
intense public scrutiny for its use
as a tool against expressions of
dissent, including on social
media platforms.
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NEW DELHI:  An Air India aircraft
from Delhi to Bengaluru had to
be grounded after its tail struck
the runway while landing at the
airport on Thursday. 

Officials in the know of the
incident from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said they have begun their inves-
tigation into the matter.  

“The operating pilots have
been off rostered pending inves-
tigation,” one of the officials said.

Air India confirmed the inci-
dent and said, “Flight AI2651
operating from Delhi to Benga-
luru on 21 May experienced a
tail-strike during landing. The
aircraft landed safely, and all
passengers and crew disem-
barked normally.”

It further stated, “The aircraft
has been grounded for detailed
inspection. The incident will be

investigated in accordance with
established procedures, in coor-
dination with the relevant regu-
latory authorities.”

The airline also confirmed as
a result of the incident, its subse-
quent flight, AI2652 from Benga-
luru to Delhi was cancelled. 

“Alternative arrangements
are being made to accommodate
affected passengers at the earli-
est...Air India regrets the incon-
venience caused. 

The safety of our passengers
and crew remains our highest
priority,” the airline spokesper-
son said. 

A second official said, “The
incident took place due to wake
turbulence. The pilots decided to
go around at the last minute due
to it.” Another official said: “A
freight B747, had just taken off
before the Air India flight
attempted to land. The A321 air-
craft then performed a go-
around due to wing disturban-

ces.” 

Fire in flight engine 
AI 2802 from Bengaluru to Delhi
declared full emergency at Delhi
airport due to fire in one of its
engines. It landed safely at run-
way 29R at around 9.30pm. The
aircraft that had 171 passengers
on board, however had to be
towed away. 

An Air India spokesperson
said, “...During the aircraft’s final
approach into Delhi, the cockpit
crew received a fire indication
from one of the engines. The
indication was subsequently
confirmed as true. The crew fol-
lowed all standard operating
procedures and landed the air-
craft safely at Delhi airport. All
passengers and crew are safe
and have disembarked  nor-
mally.

Air India is immediately initi-
ating a full investigation into the
cause of the incident...” 
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NEW DELHI:  India and the Afri-
can Union on Thursday post-
poned the fourth India-Africa
Forum Summit (IAFS), sched-
uled to be held in New Delhi
from May 28 to 31, following an
Ebola outbreak in parts of
Africa.

As a result, the first Interna-
tional Big Cat Alliance (IBCA),
which was scheduled to be held
in New Delhi on June 1, will now
be held at a later date to ensure
the “broad and active participa-
tion” from all range countries,
including African countries, the
Union environment ministry
said on Thursday.

After consultations, the two
sides agreed it would be “advisa-
ble to convene the fourth India-
Africa Forum Summit at a later
date”, according to a joint state-
ment.

The Indian government and
the African Union had been
working closely on convening
the summit, which was expected
to bring together African leaders
and senior officials in New Delhi.

“The two sides exchanged
views on the evolving health sit-
uation in parts of Africa and
reaffirmed the importance of
continued cooperation in
strengthening public health pre-
paredness and response capaci-
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NEW DELHI:  Union ministry of
health and family welfare has
issued an advisory directing
symptomatic travellers coming
from, or transiting through,
high-risk countries for Ebola
Virus Disease (EVD) to report to
airport health authorities.

The advisory issued by the
health ministry’s directorate
general of health services
(DGHS) has listed three coun-
tries as high risk: the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Uganda, and
South Sudan.

“Attention passengers coming
form or transiting through
affected countries: Passengers
who have travelled from coun-
tries reporting Ebola Virus Dis-
ease—DR Congo, Uganda, and
South Sudan (High Risk Coun-
try)— and are experiencing any
of the following symptoms must
take immediate action,” read the
advisory from the DGHS.

Symptoms to watch out for
include fever, weakness or
fatigue, headache, muscle pain,

vomiting, diarrhoea, unex-
plained bleeding, and sore
throat. In addition, the advisory
asked passengers who have had
direct contact with the blood or
body fluids of a person suspected
or confirmed to have Ebola Virus
Disease to self-report.

“Immediately report to the
airport health officer or health
desk before immigration clear-
ance,” read the advisory.

Also, the directive said that
any passenger developing symp-
toms within 21 days of arrival
should immediately seek medi-
cal care and inform health care
authorities about their travel his-
tory.

“Any traveller developing
above mentioned symptoms
within 21 days of arrival should
immediately seek medical care
and also inform health care
authorities about their travel his-
tory. Please cooperate with
health screening and public
health measures in the interest
of passenger safety and Interna-
tional Health Regulations
(IHR),” read the health ministry
advisory.

Centre: Symptomatic 
travellers must report 
to airports authorities

ties across the continent, includ-
ing through support to Africa
CDC and relevant national insti-
tutions,” the joint statement said.

Recognising the importance
of ensuring the full participation
and engagement of African lead-
ers and stakeholders, and “mind-
ful of the emerging public health
situation on the continent”, con-
sultations were held between the
Indian government, the chair-
person of the African Union and
the African Union Commission
regarding the summit and asso-
ciated activities.

As of May 15, the Africa Cen-
tres for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (Africa CDC) has
reported 246 suspected cases
(individuals with symptoms
compatible with Ebola but not

confirmed by laboratory testing)
and 80 deaths, mainly in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

India reiterated its solidarity
with African countries and
expressed readiness to support
Africa CDC-led efforts to address
the outbreak, in line with the
principle of an Africa-led
response.

New dates for the summit and
associated meetings will be final-
ised through mutual consulta-
tions. “India and Africa reaf-
firmed their longstanding part-
nership founded on solidarity,
mutual respect, South-South
cooperation, and a shared com-
mitment to peace, development,
prosperity, and the well-being of
their peoples,” the joint state-
ment said.

Red Cross workers prepare to disinfect the Rwampara general 
hospital in the Ituri province of the  Democratic Republic of Congo 
on Thursday, as aid agencies intensify efforts to contain a new 
Ebola outbreak in the country. REUTERS
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NEW DELHI: Freedom of speech
and expression guaranteed
under Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution is vital in a democ-
racy, Supreme Court judge jus-
tice BV Nagarathna said on
Thursday. 

Speaking at the launch of the
book ‘The Constitution Is My
Home’ by senior advocate
Indira Jaising with writer-pub-
lisher Ritu Menon, justice
Nagarathna observed that
divergent thoughts and per-
spectives must always be con-
sidered and allowed to be
expressed.

“When I say, divergent
thoughts and perspectives
must always be considered and
allowed to be expressed.
Expression, which we have
freedom of expression under
Article 19(1)(a), is very very
important these days and that
is how it is in a democracy
which we are,”  justice
Nagarathna said.

Justice Nagarathna said that
senior advocate Indira Jaising
had consistently been at the
forefront of articulating alter-
native viewpoints and perspec-
tives, particularly on issues
concerning the status of
women in India and the consti-
tutional rights of marginalised

sections of society. 
The judge described Jaising’s

new book as  “many things at
once — a memoir, a feminist
testimony, a constitutional
reflection, and a record of a life
lived in relentless engagement
with justice and enforcement of
rights,” adding that even its
title was “deeply revealing.”

During an interaction with
senior journalist Sreenivasan
Jain, Jaising discussed about
the Supreme Court’s May 18
ruling, which openly ques-
tioned the reasoning adopted
by another two-judge bench in
January while denying bail to
Umar Khalid and activist Shar-
jeel Imam 2020 northeast Delhi
riots case as “extraordinary”
and said it was “a matter of cel-
ebration.” 

“It is in the grammar of the

law — what the judges were
saying is that if the state is not
in a position to give you fair
trial in a decent amount  of
time, then they have no right to
keep you in captivity and they
must release you...The
Supreme Court was not disci-
plined with its own judgments
and they are bound by  three-
judge ruling which is why you
saw this observation,” she said.

Although Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant was among
the keynote speakers, he was
unable to attend due to an
urgent meeting related to prep-
arations for the upcoming
international conference of
judges from BRICS nations,
being hosted by the judiciary.
He, however, conveyed his con-
gratulations through a video
message.
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Freedom of expression vital in a 
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Justice BV Nagarathna (extreme right), with Ritu Menon and 
Indira Jaising at the latter’s book launch in Delhi on Thursday. HT
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PATNA: Two boys have been
charged for allegedly kidnapping
and later murdering their
17-year-old friend after the lat-
ter’s family failed to pay ransom
in Bihar’s Araria district, police
said on Thursday. 

SP Jitendra Kumar said that
the deceased, identified as Vishal
Kumar Mahatoa, was a student
of Class 10 at a government
school was friends with both
accused for the past five years. 

The accused kidnapped and
killed Vishal on Monday after
the they pressured him for
money over an online mobile
game, in exchange for 4 crore
points in the game, which they
believed was actual money, sen-
ior police officer said. An FIR
was registered against unidenti-
fied persons under sections
137(2) and 140(1) of the BNS.
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AHMEDABAD:  A murder convict
who jumped parole in 2014 and
spent nearly 12 years absconding
while working as a supporting
actor in Bollywood films and tel-
evision shows was arrested by
the Ahmedabad Crime Branch,
police said on Thursday.

The accused, Hemant Nagin-
das Modi, 53, a native of Naroda
in Ahmedabad, was serving a life
sentence in a 2005 murder case
registered at Naroda police sta-
tion. He was granted 30-day
parole by the Gujarat High Court
on July 25, 2014, but failed to sur-

render after the parole period
ended and was later declared a
parole jumper, officials said.

Crime Branch officials said
they received a tip-off that Modi
was arriving in Ahmedabad. 

“Based on the input, teams
traced his old contacts and
placed them under technical

surveillance before tracking and
intercepting him near Gheek-
anta Metro Station around 1 pm
on May 20,” a senior official con-
firmed.  Police said Modi
changed his identity after going
absconding and built a career in
films, television, web series and
theatre while living in Mumbai.
Despite maintaining a public-
facing career in the entertain-
ment industry, he managed to
evade arrest for years, officials
added. Police records show that
after jumping parole in 2014,
Modi stayed in Patan district for
about a year before returning to
Ahmedabad under an assumed
name, living in paying guest

accommodation and taking up
private jobs. He later moved to
Mumbai, where he stayed at
multiple locations between 2017
and 2025 and worked as a sup-
porting actor in films and televi-
sion. He returned to Ahmedabad
in 2025 and was living near
Gheekanta before his arrest.

According to police, Modi
appeared in films such as ‘Thugs
of Hindostan’ and ‘Jayeshbhai
Jordaar’, featuring actors includ-
ing Amitabh Bachchan, Aamir
Khan and Ranveer Singh. He
was also associated with upcom-
ing projects such as Lahore 1947,
Metro In Dino and L2: Empur-
aan.    

Murder case convict jumps parole, turns actor 
in Bollywood films; nabbed again after 12 years
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