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KOLKATA: Trinamool Con-
gress supremo Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday alleged 
that the BJP “rigged” count-
ing in 177 of the 294 seats, 
which went for polls to win 
the recently concluded West 
Bengal elections. Banerjee 
asserted that she would not 
abandon TMC workers in 
“these difficult times”, refer-
ring to large-scale arrests of 
leaders on charges of cor-
ruption, intimidation and 
extortion, and the alleged 
torture of party workers 
after the TMC’s defeat in 
the recent assembly polls. 
Addressing TMC supporters 
at a day-long dharna in cen-
tral Kolkata to protest against 
alleged post-poll attacks on 
party workers and leaders 
following the BJP’s victory 
in recent assembly elections, 
Banerjee said anti-BJP par-
ties would soon formulate 
a country-wide opposition 
programme. “Very soon, 
all anti-BJP parties will meet 
in Delhi. Wait for a few days 
and we will soon announce 
our country-wide course of 
action,” the TMC chief said, 
referring to the scheduled 
INDIA bloc meeting next 

week. Banerjee reached the 
dharna site at Esplanade’s 
Y-channel after the TMC’s 
appeal to hold the protest at 
the adjacent Rani Rashmoni 
Road was turned down by 
the Kolkata Police. In a post 
on X, Banerjee called the 
sit-in protest a programme 
“against post-poll violence, 
eviction of hawkers with-
out rehabilitation, irregu-
larities/ fraud in the NEET 
examination, and the vin-
dictive actions of the BJP  
government”.

BJP rigged Bengal 
elections: Mamata

Would not abandon TMC workers in ‘these difficult times’.
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Railway administra-
tion and operations 
across South Odisha 
strengthened.

B H U B A N E S W A R : T h e 
newly created Rayagada 
Railway Division of East 
Coast Railway com-
menced functioning from 
today, 1st June 2026, 
marking a significant 
milestone in strength-
ening railway adminis-
tration and operations 
across South Odisha and 
adjoining regions.

With the operation-
alisation of the division, 
all designated adminis-
trative, operating and 
technical functions 
have been formally 
taken over by the new 
divisional set up. Train 
Control offices, control 
boards and associated 
operational monitoring 
systems have become 
functional, enabling 
independent control and 

regulation of train oper-
ations within the juris-
diction of the division. 
The transfer of oper-
ational, technical and 
administrative responsi-
bilities from the parent 
divisions has been com-
pleted smoothly, ensur-
ing seamless continuity 
of train services.

The division is headed 
by Shri Amitabh Singhal, 
an Indian Railway Ser-
vice of Electrical Engi-
neers (IRSEE) officer 
of the 1995 batch and a 
graduate in Electrical & 
Electronics Engineering 
from NIT Tiruchirap-
palli. During his distin-

guished railway career, 
he has been associated 
with several landmark 
rolling stock initiatives, 
including the Vande 
Bharat Express (Train-
18) project. He has also 
been honoured with var-
ious awards and recogni-
tions for his professional 
excellence and contribu-
tions to Indian Railways. 
He will lead the new divi-
sion with the support 
of officers and railway 
staff in strengthening 
operations, infrastruc-
ture development and 
service delivery across 
the region. The estab-
lishment of Rayagada 
Division brings railway 
administration closer 
to field units and oper-
ational centres, facili-
tating quicker decision 
making, enhanced mon-
itoring of train opera-
tions, improved asset 
management and more 
effective coordination 
with State Government 
agencies, industries and 
other stakeholders.
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New railway era begins with 
Rayagada Div functioning

TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee holds a sit-in protest against the alleged 
attacks on party leaders and workers, in Kolkata.

‘Recent assault of Abhishek 
carried out in a planned manner’

The party supremo, 
however, asserted that 
the dharna, to protest 
Saturday’s attack on 
her nephew and TMC 
MP Abhishek Banerjee, 
alleged post-poll vio-
lence and hawker evic-
tion, will continue till 
the evening as sched-
uled.

Banerjee alleged that 
the recent assault of 
Abhishek at Sonarpur 
was carried out in a 
planned manner.

“The BJP had smug-
gled in its workers from 
before, fed them and 
even tutored them how 
to act and talk. Had a 
TMC worker not sup-
plied Abhishek with a 
helmet, the injury from 
the stone hurled at him 
could have turned fatal,” 

she alleged.
She further accused 

that the private hospi-
tals where Abhishek was 
taken to were brought 
under “immense pres-
sure” of the Suvendu 
Adhikari establishment 
to not allow admission 
to the injured leader.

“Modi has left Ben-
gal in the hands of 
anti-socials and bull-
dozer-happy politicians, 
pushing the state into 
darkness,” she said.

HIGHLIGHT

z Modi leaves Bengal to 
chaos, lawlessness rises.

NEW DELHI

‘Punjab Cong:  
no change’

Congress general 
secretary in-charge for 
Punjab Bhupesh Baghel 
rejected speculation on 
Tuesday that the party is 
mulling a change of lead-
ership in the state and 
asserted that next year’s 
Assembly polls would be 
contested by leaders col-
lectively.

Baghel made the asser-
tion after a meeting with 
the party’s top brass at 
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge’s 10, 
Rajaji Marg residence 
here. Besides Kharge, 
former party chief Rahul 
Gandhi and Congress 
general secretary K C 
Venugopal were also 
present at the meeting.

“A meeting on Punjab 
was held a few days ago 
and one was held today 
as well as the Assembly 
polls are near. Serious 
deliberations have been 
held on the way forward 
,” Baghel told reporters.

NEWSLINETigress Zeenat gives 
birth to four cubs
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The tigress deliv-
ered the cubs 
around 20 days ago.  

BHUBANESWAR: Tigress 
Zeenat, translocated 
from Maharashtra in 
2024, has given birth 
to four cubs in Odisha’s 
Similipal Tiger Reserve, 
Forest Minister Ganesh 
Ram Singhkhuntia said 
on Tuesday.

The tigress delivered 
the cubs around 20 days 
ago, and both the mother 
and cubs are healthy, he 
said. “The cubs are under 
GPS-based monitoring 
and are safe. This is very 
encouraging news for the 
reserve,” he added.

An image captured by 
a trap camera showed 
Zeenat carrying one of 
her cubs in her mouth.

Zeenat, along with 
another tigress - Jamuna, 
was brought to Simili-
pal from Maharashtra’s 
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger 
Reserve in November 
2024 as part of efforts to 
strengthen the reserve’s 
tiger gene pool. She was 
three years old then.

The tigress had earlier 
drawn national atten-
tion after embarking on 
a nearly 300-km journey 
across Odisha, Jharkhand 
and West Bengal shortly 

after her relocation. She 
left Similipal on Decem-
ber 7, 2024, and moved 
through several forested 
corridors before being 
captured in West Bengal 
following a 21-day track-
ing operation.

Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests PK 
Jha told PTI that the cubs 
have high genetic diver-

sity, as they were born 
of a mating between a 
Tadoba tigress and a 
Similipal tiger, and will 
help secure the future 
of the reserve’s big cat 
population. “This is a 
conservation initiative of 
Odisha, involving inter-
state translocation of 
tigers, and the successful 
execution has become a 
story of resilience, sci-
ence and teamwork,” he 
said. Jha said the tiger 
translocation project, 
envisaged to increase the 
genetic diversity of Simili-
pal tigers, has achieved 
its primary objective by 
producing successful off-
spring.

FASTFACTS

z Cubs are under GPS-
based monitoring and 
are safe.

zTigress drew 
attention for 300-km 
interstate journey.

Annual 
complaints
MUMBAI: The Advertis-
ing Standards Council of 
India (ASCI) has released 
its Annual Complaints 
Report2025-2026. Off-
shore betting, despite 
regulatory interventions, 
was the most violative 
sector, accounting for 
6,933 cases. It was fol-
lowed by realty (643 
cases), personal care (576 
cases), food and bever-
ages (331 cases) and prod-
ucts violating the Drugs 
and Magic Remedies Act 
(274 cases).  

ASCI reviewed 11,581 
cases in FY 2025-26, a 
21% increase over the 
previous year. These 
cases pertained to 9,841 
advertisements, a 37% 
rise over the previous 
year; 98% of the ads 
scrutinised required 
some modification. Nota-
bly, 93% of these cases 
came from ASCI’s proac-
tive monitoring. Digital 
platforms continue to 
dominate the violations 
landscape, accounting 
for 97.3% of all ads scruti-
nised, with 82% of these 
being sponsored content 
on social media plat-
forms. Meta platforms 
accounted for 79.84% of 
digital violations. The 
report underscores how 
the speed and reach of 
digital ecosystems are 
being used to amplify 
misleading and harmful 
advertising. 

National Panchayat 
Awards 2025 on June 3
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NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister Rajiv Ranjan Singh 
will confer the National 
Panchayat Awards 2025 
on 42 outstanding pan-
chayats from across the 
country at a ceremony 
here on Wednesday, 
according to an official 
statement.

The awards will be 
presented by Singh, 
Panchayati Raj Minister, 
along with Minister of 
State for Panchayati Raj 
S P Singh Baghel, the 
statement said. Of the 
42 awardees, 34 Gram 

Panchayats will be hon-
oured under the Deen 
Dayal Upadhyay Pan-
chayat Satat Vikas Puras-
kar category, while eight 
panchayats will receive 
the Nanaji Deshmukh 
Sarvottam Panchayat 
Satat Vikas Puraskar, it 
said.

Senior officials of the 
Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj and elected repre-
sentatives of Panchayati 
Raj Institutions from 
various states and Union 
Territories will also 
attend the National Pan-
chayat Awards 2025 pro-
gramme, it said.

Rice pest 
management
MUMBAI:  Rice in India 
is a daily staple central 
to the agri economy. 
Yet across rice-growing 
regions, farmers face 
a persistent and costly 
threat. Pests like Brown 
Planthopper (BPH) and 
stem borer cause crop 
stress, yield loss, and 
reduced grain quality. 
Most farmers manage 
these pests reactively, 
spraying only after 
infestation is visible. This 
approach has real lim-
itations. Delayed detec-
tion means damage is 
often already underway 
before action is taken. 
Labor shortages at peak 
periods, combined with 
dependence on rain-free 
windows, add further 
operational uncertainty 
at critical moments in 
the crop cycle.
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