
7 people
and 2 firms charged over massive 
Hong Kong fire that killed 168

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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TEHRAN

IRAN and the US once again 
traded fire following the down-
ing of  an American helicopter, 
further straining a ceasefire 
that took effect in April but has 
been marked by sporadic flare-
ups of  violence.

Meanwhile, US President Don-
ald Trump accused Iran of  tak-
ing too long to negotiate a peace 
deal and warned it would “have 
to pay the price”. Trump said he 
will renew attacks on Iran, say-
ing Tehran’s peace negotiators 
“keep playing us for suckers.” 
“We’re going to be attacking 
them — attacking them very 

hard,” Trump told re-
porters in the Oval Of-
fice. “We were really 
close to a deal, but they 
keep tapping us along, 
they keep playing us for 
suckers.”“Iran is all talk 
and no action,” Trump 
said. “They’ve taken too 
long to negotiate a deal 
that would have been 
great for them, now they 
will have to pay the price!!!” Sep-
arately, he said he was getting 
closer to targeting Iran’s power 
plants and bridges. “I may keep 
going. They had a chance to sign 
a deal and survive.” 

Warning to Gulf 
neighbours

Iran said it attacked 
American bases in 
Jordan and Bahrain 
on Wednesday after 
US strikes in retalia-
tion for the downing 
of  a helicopter. Bah-
rain said it inter-
cepted Iranian aerial 

attacks, while Jordan said it shot 
down five missiles. 

Kuwait said its air defences 
were engaging hostile aerial tar-
gets. Tehran reiterated that 
neighbours should not allow the 
US or Israel to use their territory 

for attacks. Russia and China 
urged restraint.

IAEA seeks access to stockpile 
information
The UN nuclear watchdog’s 
board approved a Western-
backed resolution demanding 
that Iran immediately provide 
information on its uranium 
stockpile and production fa-
cilities and grant inspectors 
access. 

Iran has suspended coopera-
tion with the IAEA after US-
Israeli strikes on its nuclear 
sites and dismissed the resolu-
tion as a “provocative” move. 
AFP

IRAN, US TRADE FIRE; PREZ TRUMP WARNS OF MORE ATTACKS
US President Donald Trump accusses Iran of stalling peace negotiations for too long

Donald Trump

12 dead in Israeli strikes on South Lebanon
BEIRUT

ISRAELI strikes on southern 
Lebanon killed at least 12 peo-
ple on Wednesday, a Lebanese 
medical source said, as Israel 
carried out strikes across the 
south including the coastal city 
of  Sidon. Earlier, Israeli forces 
seized a municipal councillor 
and a worker from the border 
town of  Kfarshuba, according 
to Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency, while Israel said 
it “apprehended” two people 
who approached its soldiers.

A ceasefire in Lebanon meant 
to have gone into force in April 

was never observed, and a new 
conditional truce announced af-
ter Lebanese-Israeli talks in 

Washington last week was re-
jected by militant group Hezbol-
lah and both sides have contin-
ued to trade fire. The agreement 
did not mention a halt to Israeli 
attacks. “The number of  mar-
tyrs from the Israeli airstrikes in 
the town of  Tayr Dibba is eight,
and in Deir Qanun al-Nahr it is 
four,” the source said, speaking 
on condition of  anonymity.

The NNA had reported at 
least four Israeli strikes on 
Tayr Dibba and two on Deir Qa-
nun al-Nahr. It also reported an 
Israeli drone strike in Sidon, a 
city which hosts a large number 
of  displaced people. AFP

Fired admiral enters 
Democratic runoff
WASHINGTON: Nancy Lacore, 
a former Navy admiral fired 
by US Defence Secretary 
Pete Hegseth last year, has 
advanced to a Democratic 
primary runoff for South 
Carolina’s First Congressional 
District, according to Drudge 
Report. She will face Coast 
Guard veteran Mac Deford in 
the June 23 runoff, with the 
winner taking on Republican 
Nancy Mace’s successor in 
the fall. Lacore, who says she 
was dismissed without 
explanation after 35 years of 
service, has raised over $1.4 
million through late May.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Pakistan & China 
bid to list BLA and 
Majeed Brigade as 
terror outfits fails
UNITED NATIONS

THE US has blocked a joint bid by Paki-
stan and China at the UN Security Coun-
cil to designate the Balochistan Libera-
tion Army (BLA) and the Majeed Brigade 
as a terrorist entity. Islamabad and Bei-
jing had in September last year submitted 
their joint bid to the Security Council to 
blacklist the Balochistan Liberation Army 
(BLA) and the Majeed Brigade under the 
Council’s 1267 Al Qaeda Sanctions 
Committee.

It is learnt that the US, France and UK 
- all permanent veto-wielding members of  
the Security Council - blocked the bid this 
month. Pakistan’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Ambassador Asim Iftikhar 
Ahmed had said that terrorist entities, in-
cluding ISIL-K, Al-Qaeda, Tehrik-e Taliban 
Pakistan, East Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment, BLA and the Majeed Brigade operate 
from Afghan sanctuaries, with more than 
60 such terrorist camps serving as hubs for 
enabling cross-border infiltration and 
attacks. 

“Pakistan and China have jointly sub-
mitted to the 1267 Sanctions Committee 
a request to designate the BLA and Ma-

jeed Brigade. We hope the 
Council will act swiftly 
on this listing to curb 
their terrorist activities,” 
Ahmed had said at a UN 
S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l 
meeting.

Pakistan currently sits 
in the 15-nation Security Council as a non-
permanent member for the 2025-26 term, 
while China is a veto-wielding permanent 
member of  the powerful UN body.   

Pakistan was the chair of  the 1988 Tali-
ban Sanctions Committee of  the UN Secu-
rity Council for 2025, as well as the vice-
chair of  the Counter-Ter rorism 
Committee.  Previously, China, a perma-
nent, veto-wielding member of  the UN Se-
curity Council, had put on hold several 
listing proposals made by India and its 
partners, like the US, to designate Paki-
stan-based terrorists and terror entities 
under the Council’s 1267 Al Qaeda Sanc-
tions Committee regime.     The US has des-
ignated the Balochistan Liberation Army 
and its alias, the Majeed Brigade, as a For-
eign Terrorist Organisation. The State De-
partment added the Majeed Brigade as an 
alias to BLA’s previous Specially Designat-
ed Global Terrorist (SDGT) designation. 

The action taken by the Department of  
State “demonstrates the Trump Adminis-
tration’s commitment to countering ter-
rorism. Terrorist designations play a crit-
ical role in our fight against this scourge 
and are an effective way to curtail support 
for terrorist activities,” the State Depart-
ment had said.

BLA was designated as an SDGT by 
Washington in 2019 following several ter-
rorist attacks.?Since 2019, BLA has 
claimed responsibility for additional at-
tacks, including by the Majeed Brigade, 
the State Department had added. PTI

Flames engulf vehicles following an 
Israeli  airstrike that hit a car in the 
centre of the southern Lebanese city of 
Sidon| AFP


