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Chennai (UNI)
Even as the DMK is licking the
wounds suffered in this assem-
bly election and finding it diffi-
cult to digest the defeat at the
hands of a debutant, Vijay, Party
President MK Stalin on Tuesday
attempted to lift the morale of
the rank and file by pointing out
that the loss was by a mere 3.52
percent of votes and the Dravid-
ian major would bounce back to
power.

Within hours of tendering his
resignation to Governor Rajen-
dra Vishwanath Arlekar, he took
to 'X', urging the party cadre not
to lose hope since "The DMK al-
liance has garnered more than
1.54 crore votes and the party
which has emerged victorious
(TVK) secured

only 17.43 lakh more. The dif-
ference in vote percentage be-
tween us and them is a mere
3.52 percent."

The percentage referred to by
Mr Stalin was the cumulative
figure of the DMK-led Secular

Progressive Alliance. 
However, if one takes into ac-

count the individual perfor-
mance of the DMK alone, which
headed the Front, it was just
24.63 per cent, far less than the
34.92 per cent secured by Vijay
party on its own.

In terms of votes secured, of
the total 5.73 crore electorate,
TVK polled 1,55,42,269 votes
(35.84 percent), while DMK se-
cured 1,06,79,506 votes (24.63
per cent).

Refraining from directly
identifying the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) of Vijay which
dethroned the DMK, denying it
a successive second term, Stalin
asserted that the party would
rise from this electoral defeat
and return to power.

DMK lost by mere 3.52 pc votes, will
bounce back like a phoenix: Stalin

Lucknow (UNI)
After the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty's (BJP) strong performance
in the West Bengal and Assam
assembly elections, political
attention has now focused on
Uttar Pradesh, which goes to
the polls in early 2027.

The party, under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, has intensified its
strategy to secure a third con-
secutive term in power.

According to party sources
here on Tuesday, victories in
these two states will give the
BJP's election campaign new
momentum and boost the
morale of its workers. This
could give the party an edge in

countering the aggressive
stance of the Samajwadi Party
and its ally, the Congress.

Sources say the BJP has al-
ready intensified organiza-
tional preparations to counter
the opposition's "PDA" (Back-
ward, Dalit, Minority) narra-
tive. This narrative is believed
to have harmed the BJP in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
when its seat count dropped
from 62 in 2019 to 33.

A Samajwadi Party MP,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said, "The BJP's vic-
tory in West Bengal will be a
major test for the opposition.
The Samajwadi Party will have
to rethink its PDA strategy."

Victories in Bengal and Assam give BJP a
boost before 2027 assembly polls in UP

New Delhi (UNI)
BJP National President Nitin
Nabin, along with the party's
Delhi unit chief Virendra
Sachdeva and CM Rekha Gup-
ta, on Tuesday offered prayers
at the revered Maa Kali Bari
Temple located in C.R. Park,
expressing gratitude for the
party's poll win in Bengal, As-
sam, and Puducherry.

After offering prayers,
Nabin and all the party lead-
ers congratulated the people
of all five states that went to
elections and expressed spe-
cial gratitude to the people of
Bengal, Assam, and
Puducherry. He said that the
victory achieved on the sacred
land of Maa Kali and Maa Ka-

makhya is a blessing, and that
the party leaders had come to
bow their heads before the
revered Goddess.

In his prayers offered to
Goddess Maa Kali, Maa Ka-
makhya, and Maa Durga,
Nabin sought blessings for
everyone, seeking that under
the leadership of the national
leader, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, work can be done
for the development of West
Bengal, Assam, and the entire
nation.

Nabin further said that PM
Modi, as the "Pradhan Se-
wak," is continuously working
for the development of the
nation, while he is also pre-
serving its heritage.

After poll wins, BJP leaders pray at
Delhi's Kali Bari temple, thank voters

Jaipur (UNI)
Former Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter and senior Congress leader,
Ashok Gehlot, has accused the
BJP of achieving the electoral
victory in West Bengal solely
through the might of state pow-
er and reiterated that the Con-
gress' battle for saving the
democracy in the country would
go on unstopped.

In an elaborate post on social
media X on Monday night,
Gehlot also held the BJP guilty of
democratic crime during elec-
tion process in West Bengal. He
alleged that "Armoured vehicles
of the Central Paramilitary
Forces (CAPF) were deployed on
the streets, voters were intimi-
dated, money was distributed
openly, and the names of lakhs
of valid voters were deleted from

the voters' lists through SIR."
"What could be a bigger de-

mocratic crime than the fact
that lakhs of residents of West
Bengal could not cast their votes
in their own birthplace? This
victory has been achieved solely
through the might of state pow-

er. It is a victory for the BJP and
its ally, the Election Commis-
sion," the senior Congress
leader said in a jab.

"We all, Congress workers,
are fighting the battle to save
democracy. This country needs
the Congress, and only the Con-
gress can save the democracy of
this country. The results in three
states, including Bengal, are dis-
appointing. However, we can
not be discouraged."

Exhorting party ranks and
files, Gehlot said "Today, all
Congress workers across the
country, including Rajasthan,
should take a pledge, immerse
themselves in hard work, and
move forward with that resolve
to carry on the party's ideology-
based battle for saving democ-
racy."

Gehlot accuses BJP of achieving victory in
West Bengal through might of state power

Lucknow (UNI)
A day after declaration
of the West Bengal as-
sembly polls results,
Samajwadi Party Na-
tional President
Akhilesh Yadav today
demanded that a
woman should be giv-
en priority to become
the next Chief Minis-
ter of West Bengal by
the BJP.

In a post on his social media ac-
count, Akhilesh Yadav wrote, "Since
the results in West Bengal have been
arbitrarily declared, the Chief Minis-
ter, as per BJP tradition, will also be
chosen arbitrarily."

"Therefore, it is a special demand
that this time the "slot" should be
drawn in the name of the one who
has, since ancient times, epitomized
the negative male attitude and ex-
ploitation of women. Even Lohia Ji
advised us to consider her the ideal
Indian woman", he suggested

Hopefully, this will be implement-

ed in the context of
"women's reserva-
tion", he remarked.

Meanwhile, raising
the smart metre issue
of Uttar Pradesh , SP
president said, "Our
opposition to the cor-
rupt system of prepaid
metres has finally
brought the arrogant
government to its

knees. This is a victory of people's
power. The conscious people of Ut-
tar Pradesh will no longer tolerate
the BJP's atrocities and corruption."

He added, "The inflated bills col-
lected by the BJP under the pretext of
prepaid metres should be logically
adjusted in the next bills. If AI can be
used to delete names from voters'
lists, why not for logical adjust-
ments? The money taken from the
public through electricity bills is the
BJP's loot, which must be returned
to the public. Otherwise we all will
come together and start another new
movement."

Woman CM be given priority
in Bengal : Akhilesh Yadav

Kolkata (UNI)
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has is-
sued a lookout notice against Kolkata Po-
lice officer Shantanu Sinha Biswas after
he failed to appear before the central
agency despite multiple summons in
connection with two ongoing investiga-
tions.

According to ED sources, the decision
was taken amid apprehensions that the
officer might attempt to leave the country
to evade questioning. The lookout circu-
lar was issued after repeated non-compli-

ance with summons served to him over
the past few weeks.

On April 28, a day ahead of the second
phase of polling in West Bengal, the ED had
summoned Biswas, currently serving as a
Deputy Commissioner in the Kolkata Police,
to its office at the CGO Complex in Salt Lake.

The summons was reportedly linked to
a case involving Biswajit Poddar, a resi-
dent of Ballygunge in south Kolkata, who
is facing multiple allegations, including
land grabbing, extortion, and violations
under the Arms Act.

The central agency has already arrest-
ed Behala-based businessman Joy Kam-
dar in connection with the same case. In-
vestigators suspect financial irregularities
and possible links between Kamdar and
Poddar, prompting a wider probe into al-
leged proceeds of crime.

Last month, ED officials conducted a
day-long search operation at Biswas's res-
idence on Fern Road in Kolkata. The oper-
ation, which began early in the morning,
continued till around 2 a.m. the following
day.

ED issues lookout notice against Kolkata police officer

Bengaluru (UNI)
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday attributed the
electoral setback suffered by West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to anti-incumbency after
15 years in power, while also alleging
that removal of "91 lakh votes"
through Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) could have influenced the out-
come.

"Mamata Banerjee was in power
for 15 years, and I feel anti-incum-
bency must have played a role in it.
Additionally, SIR, they removed 91
lakh votes, which could also be a rea-
son," Siddaramaiah told reporters
here.

The Karnataka Chief Minister said
changing voter aspirations were also
visible in Tamil Nadu, where young-
sters had largely backed actor-politi-
cian Vijay and his party Tamilaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam.

"In Tamil Nadu, mostly young-
sters voted for actor and TVK
founder Vijay, as they wanted a
change. It's a surprising result," he
said.

Commenting on the outcome in

Kerala, Siddaramaiah said the Con-
gress-led alliance had performed
better than expected.

"We expected more in Kerala, and
we got more than we anticipated,"
he added.

Meanwhile, on the political situa-

tion in Karnataka, Siddaramaiah dis-
missed speculation over leadership
change in the state and said there
was nothing wrong in supporters of
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar demanding that he be made
Chief Minister. 

Siddaramaiah links Mamata
setback to 91 lakh votes issue

Court stays FIR against
Jeevaraj, Siddaramaiah
alleges vote theft
Bengaluru: A fresh political storm
has erupted in Karnataka over the
controversial Sringeri postal ballot
recount case, even as the Karnataka
High Court granted major interim
relief to BJP MLA DN Jeevaraj by
staying proceedings in a voter ballot
tampering FIR and describing it as a
“motivated case”.

The legal relief comes at the
centre of a widening political and
institutional clash over the integri-
ty of postal ballots, with Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah alleging “vote
theft” and a “criminal conspiracy”
in the recount process linked to the
2023 Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions.

TN, Pondy Assemby
jointly gets 3 MLAs
from one family
Chennai/Puducherry: None would
have heard of three MLAs from one
single family entering the hallowed
precincts of the State Legislatures at
the same time that too winning in
the same elections, albeit under dif-
ferent party tickets and in different
states.

This rarest of rare occurence hap-
pened in the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
and perhaps for the first time three
members of the family of Lottery
King Santiago Martin would be en-
tering the House as MLAs.

Of three one won in Puducherry
polls and two in Tamil Nadu elec-
tions, counting of which took place
yesterday.

Sringeri Recount Row: Siddaramaiah alleges 'vote chori'
A fresh political storm erupted in Karnataka on Tuesday after Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah alleged "vote theft" and a "criminal conspiracy" in the con-
troversial Sringeri postal ballot recount case, raising serious questions over
the integrity of election records and the handling of sealed ballot material.

The controversy, linked to the 2023 Karnataka Assembly elections, has
escalated beyond a constituency-level dispute into a wider political battle
over the credibility of postal ballots and election procedures in the state.

Addressing reporters here, Siddaramaiah accused the BJP of orchestrat-
ing a conspiracy to manipulate postal ballots in favour of BJP leader D N
Jeevaraj during the recount process ordered by the Karnataka High Court.

"This is not merely vote chori, it is organised manipulation of democra-
cy," the Chief Minister alleged, claiming that ballot papers had been altered,
overwritten, and selectively invalidated during re-verification.


