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Thousandsrally forelection
rerunafterballot shortage
MoReThAN6,000peopleprotestedonFridaynightata
vote-countingcentre inSeoul,demanding thisweek’s local
electionsbe repeatedaftera shortageofballotsprevented
somepeople fromvoting, theYonhapnewsagency
reported.Thecrowdgatheredat theSKolympichandball
Stadium,wherevoteswerecounted fromWednesday's
elections topickmayors,provincial governors, countyof-
ficersandmembersof local assemblies,Reuterswitnesses
said.Peoplechantedandheldupplacardswith theslogan
"electionre-run!", alongwithnational flags. REUTERS

NewZeALANd

USapproves
$1.5bnmaritime
helicopterdeal
TheUSapproved the$1.5
billionsaleof fiveSeahawk
maritimehelicopters to
NewZealand. “TheUSDe-
partmentofStatehasmade
adeterminationapproving
apossibleForeignMilitary
Sale to theGovernmentof
NewZealand forMh-60R
Multi-Missionhelicopters
and,”department said.AP

PAKIStAN

Security forces
kill 2 terrorists
inKPKprovince
SecURiTyFoRceSkilled
twoterroristsduringanop-
eration innorthwestPakis-
tanonSaturday,officials
said.According to theoffi-
cials, theoperationwas
basedonthe reportsabout
thepresenceof terrorists in
theAkakhel,Madakhel, and
Parakhel areasofBara tehsil
inKhyberdistrict.PTI

l ChInA’S hUMAnoID RoBoTMAKERS SAY ThEY hAVE ThoUSAnDS oF oRDERS, BUT EXPERTSWARn DEMAnD STILL TRAILS ThE CoUnTRY’S PRoDUCTIon CAPACITY

Chinacanbuildhumanoidsat scale; thehardpart is findingenoughbuyers
Chanho-him
HongKong, June6

ChiNeSe-MAde humanoid
robots aremakingwaveswith
their ability todobackflips, di-
rect traffic,andevenmakecof-
fee as the companies develop-
ing them seekways to expand
anddominate themarket.
Robotmakers in China say

they have thousands of orders
fromboththegovernmentand
private businesses for huma-
noidsthatcandosuchthingsas
sortparcelsatpostalcenters,as
the country findsways to cope
with an aging population and
rising laborcosts.
however, some experts be-

lieve demand for humanoids

lagsthecapacitytobuildthem.
ChinaandtheUnitedStates

dominate research for what
Morgan Stanley estimates is a
$5 trillion humanoid robots
market.Bysomemeasures,the
USholds anupper hand inde-
veloping the artificial intelli-
gence for such robots’ high-
level computing power, or
“brains.”Butastheworld’sfac-
tory floor, China leads inmass
production capacity, supplies
of hardware and harvesting of
data for trainingrobots.
The Shanghai-based star-

tupMatrixRoboticsmakeshu-
manoidrobots thatemployAi.
its flagship humanoid robot,
the“MATRiX-3,” standsnearly
5.6 feet (1.7 meters) tall and is

equipped with hands able to
make finely controlledmove-
ments. They are priced at
around$99,000perunit.
Customers for the roughly

1,000orders it has received in-
cludecoffeechainsandhotels,
its founder and CeO Allan
Zhang, who formerly worked
for Tesla, said at a recent ro-
boticsexpo inMacao.
Sofar,Matrixhasmadeonly

a few hundred of the robots,
thoughitsaid itwillbecapable
ofdelivering5,000unitswithin
this year, depending on the
numberoforders.
engineAi,astartupbasedin

southern China’s Shenzhen,
saysitsfull-sizedhumanoidro-
bots could be used as security

guards andmuseum guides.
They also perform,with danc-
ingandboxing.

Abasic editionof its huma-
noid costs 180,000 yuan
($26,600).“Thenextstepwillbe

tomoveintomorereal-lifescen-
arios,” said issac Li, engineAi’s
headofbrandandmarketing.
Most humanoid robots are

still performative rather than
functional, falling short of
working inmessy, unpredict-
ableenvironments,saidSamm
Sacks, a senior fellow at the
New America think tank fo-
cusedonChinese technology.
“The use cases of these ro-

bots are still so limited,” said
ChiboTangoftheventurecapi-
talfirmGobiPartners,whichin-
vests in technology startups in-
cluding robotics companies.
“Withoutthedemandandwith-
out that scale fromthemarket,
thesecompaniesarenotable to
reallygointomassproduction.”

China had more than 140
humanoidrobotmanufacturers
andmore than 330models in
2025, according to theMinistry
of industry and information
Technology. Last year, theChi-
nesegovernmentevenpublicly
warned about the risk of a
bubbleintheindustrygiventhe
laggingstateofcommercializa-
tionandapplications.
Corporate and academic

labs are buying humanoid ro-
botsforresearch.AndinChina,
manyofthemorethan2billion
yuan ($295million) worth of
ordersin2025camefromstate-
owned enterprises for use in
places such as power plants,
data centers or for entertain-
ment,MorganStanleysaid.

“The economics are tough:
humanoid robots remain ex-
pensive to produce, fragile in
operation, and dependent on
highly structured environ-
ments to function,” Sacks ex-
plained. There’s “a longway to
gotogettoaleveloffunctional-
ity where people will actually
feelcomfortablehavingthemin
their homes providing care for
elderlyorchildren,”shesaid.
Themoreviablecommercial

pathwillmorelikelybethrough
industrialandlogisticssettings,
Sackssaid.Butmanyfactoriesin
Chinaandelsewherealreadyare
equippedwithnon-humanoid
robotic arms that perform re-
petitive functions andmaynot
needhumanoidrobots. AP

Workers assemblea robot at theLY iTechBeijingSuper Factory in
theBeijingE-Townon theoutskirts of thecity. FILe

Reuters
Dubai,Washington,June6

USFORCeSstruckiraniancoas-
tal radar sites onSaturdayafter
shootingdowndroneslaunched
byirantowardtheStraitofhor-
muz,theUSmilitarysaid,inthe
latestescalationcomplicatingef-
fortstoendthewarbetweenthe
twocountries.
TheUSmilitarybelievesthe

fouriraniandronesweretarget-
ing regionalmaritime traffic, a
USofficialtoldReuters.USCen-
tralCommandsaidonXthatthe
US then struck iran’s surveil-
lancesitesinGorukandQeshm
island, which are both on the
Straitofhormuz.
iran’s foreignministry said

theUS action broke anApril 8
ceasefire, adding that repeated
such violations showedWash-
ingtonhadno intention of re-
ducing tensions. itwarned that
theUnitedStateswouldbearre-
sponsibility for the conse-
quences of its “illegal actions”
andanyfurtherescalation.
iran'sRevolutionaryGuard

Corps said it had attackedUS
bases inKuwait andBahrain in
retaliation for US strikes and
fired at four tankers trying to
cross the straitwithout its per-
mission.Kuwaits army saidon
Saturday it engaged sevenbal-
listicmissiles that entered the

country's airspace early in the
morning andpassed over sev-
eral residential areas, resulting
in the fall of somedebris. The
armyaddedthat the iranianat-
tack causedmaterial damage
but no casualties. in Bahrain
sirens sounded and residents
wereurgedtoseekshelter.
Kuwait and Bahrain con-

demnedthestrikes.Kuwait’sfor-
eignministrydescribed iranian
attacks,includingthelatestone
onSaturday,as“blatant”aggres-
sion that threatened citizens,
residents,andregionalsecurity,
aministrystatementsaid.
iran later said it hadhit US

basesinbothcountrieswithbal-
listicmissilesbuttheUSmilitary
said six missiles were inter-
cepted and a seventh did not
reachitstarget.
iranianstatemediareported

MohsinNaqvi,theinteriormin-

ister of Pakistan, which has
beenmediating an end to the
conflict, was on his way to
TehranonSaturday.APakistani
sourcesaidNaqviwouldcarrya
message fromPakistan to the
iranian Supreme Leader
MojtabaKhamenei.
USPresidentdonaldTrump

is facing mounting domestic
political pressure due to rising
gaspricestobringtheunpopular
wartoanend.hetoldNBC that
whilemost of iran's drone and
missilemanufacturingfacilities
hadbeendestroyed.
“Theyhave somemissiles,

theyhavesomedrones. iwould
saypercentagewise,maybe21%-
22%of theirmissiles. it's a lotof
missiles, but it'snotwhat itwas
whenwefirstattacked,”Trump
told NBC News.When asked
whyiran'sleaderswerenotmore
inclined to strike adeal, if they

are as desperate as hehas por-
trayed them,Trumpsaid: “Be-
cause they are strong. They're
proud. There are things they
never thought they’d bedoing
that they're going tohave todo,
they've got no choice, and it
takesalittlewhile.”
MohsenRezaei,anadviserto

iran’ssupremeleader,toldCNN
on Friday that a peace deal
hingedon theTrumpadminis-
trationunfreezing$24billionin
iranianassets, andwarnedthat
theUSwould“enter intoadark
corridor”if itresumedattacks.
iranhasmadeaceasefirebe-

tween israel andhezbollah a
condition for any peace deal
with Washington. hezbollah
leaderNaimQassemthisweek
rejectedaUS-brokeredpactbe-
tween israel and theLebanese
government tohalt thefighting
inLebanon.

USattacks Iraniansitesafter
TehranstrikesGulfneighbours

IRANdeMANdS ISRAeLwIthdRAwALfRoMLebANoNASCoNdItIoNfoRRegIoNALCeASefIRe

Trump:Tehran
has less than22%
of itsmissiles left

Israeli troopsgatheron theborderwith Lebanon innorthern Israel, onSaturday. AP

AssociatedPress
StPetersburg, June6

ReSideNTSOF St Petersburg
were told not to leave their
homes after a large-scale
Ukrainian drone attack tar-
geted Russia’s second-largest
citySaturdaymorning,under-
scoring Kyiv’s growing ability
tohitdeep insideRussia.
Theattackcameadayafter

Russian President Vladimir
Putin refused an offer tomeet
hisUkrainiancounterpart.
St Petersburg Governor

Alexander Beglov said three
people sustained minor in-
juries in theattack.headvised
residentsnot togooutsideand
warnedofpossibledisruptions
to mobile internet service,
while regional Governor Alex-
ander drozdenko said 141
droneswereshotdownoverthe
surroundingLeningradregion
inwhathecalledan“unpreced-
entedattack.”
Russia’s defenseMinistry

said its air defenses shot down
376Ukrainiandrones.
“Last night, our drones

covered a distance of about
1,000 kilometers to the St. Pe-
tersburgregion—totheenemy
navy’s arsenals and a base in
Kronstadt,” Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
wroteonX,addingthatdrones
alsohit anoil depot inRussia’s
southernKrasnodar region.
The renewed attack on St.

Petersburg is the latest embar-
rassingblowtoPutin’seffortsto
cast the conflict as a distant
event that doesn’t affect Rus-
siandaily life.
AUkrainiandronestrikeset

ablazeanoilterminalinthecity
and hit a nearby naval base

Wednesday, hours before the
opening of the St. Petersburg
international economic
Forum, Putin’s annual show-
case for investment.
Speakingattheforum,Putin

said Thursday that Russiawill
strengthen its air defenses to
counterrecentUkrainiandrone
attacks, which have reached
deepinsidehiscountryandcast
a cloud over the event in his
hometownofStPetersburg.
Putin on Friday rejected a

proposal by Zelenskyy for a
face-to-facemeeting on the 4-
year-oldconflict,sayinghesees
“no point” in it. Thursday’s
letter, the first publicmessage
Zelenskyy haswritten directly
to Putin since Russia sent
troops into Ukraine in 2022,
was a sweeping critique of the
Russian leader’s 26 years in
power, as well as some taunts
abouthisage.
Responding to Putin’s dis-

missal of the proposedmeet-
ing, Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Andrii Sybiha said

Saturday that things would
“onlygetworse forRussia.”
“Failures will getmore hu-

miliating,”hewroteonX,warn-
ing that there are “no safe
places in Russia that can be
exempt” fromUkrainian long-
range attacks, and that the in-
tensityofattacks“willcontinue
togrow.”

UkrainestrikesStPetersburg
againafterPutinrejects talks

Lebanesearmy
officersamong
9killedinIsraeli
strikesdespite
ceasefiredeal
AssociatedPress
Beirut, June6

iSRAeLi AiRSTRiKeS on
southernLebanononSaturday
killed nine people including
threemembersoftheLebanese
military, the Lebanese army
andstatemediasaid,daysafter
the two sides reached a new
ceasefiredeal.
Anairstrikeonavehicleona

road linking the city of Naba-
tiyehwith the townofMarjay-
ounkilledabrigadiergeneral, a
captainandanothersoldier,the
armysaid,withoutimmediately
releasing theirnames.Another
airstrikeonthesouthernvillage
of Saksakiyahkilled six people
and wounded four, state-run
NationalNewsAgencysaid.
“Thecontinued,deliberate,

andrepeatedisraeliaggression
againstLebanon,itspeopleand
its army only strengthens our
resolve, faith and determina-
tion,” thearmysaid.
itsaidisrael’sattacksaimto

thwartallefforts“toreachasol-
utionthatwouldrestorestabil-
ity, establish a comprehensive
ceasefireandleadtotheisraeli
withdrawal from the occupied
Lebanese territories.”

E.
Kyivstrikesdeeper
intoMoscow

ExplainEd

ThestrikesshowUkraine
canhitdeep insideRussia,
embarrassingPutinand
disruptinghis imageof
distance fromthewar.
Moscow’s refusal tomeet
Zelenskyysuggestsno
diplomacysoon,while
bothsides leanharderon
long-rangeattacksandair
defenses incomingmonths.

Asoldier reacts asanMRLSBM-21 “Grad” fires atRussianpositions
nearKostiantynivka,Donestk region,Ukarine. AP

Protestersgatheroutsideavote-countingcentre inSeoul, after
ballot shortagesdisruptedvotingonSaturday. ReuteRs

Reuters
Madrid, June6

POPeLeOon Saturday urged
global leaders toavoiddividing
their electorates with “sterile
simplifications”togainpopular-
ity andcalledon themto listen
to theworld'scries forpeace, in
a forceful speech opening a
week-longtourofSpain.
Leo, who has angered US

President donald Trump by
criticisinghisanti-immigration
policies and the iranwar, will
meethomelesspeople inMad-
ridandmigrants intheCanary
islands during a visit he has
said he hopes will set an

example to theworldabout re-
specting“everyhumanbeing.”
“Today, the temptation to

gainpopularity by fanning the
flamesofpolarizationseems to
have grown rather thandimin-
ished, andhumandignity con-
tinues to be violated,” Leo said
inaspeechbeforeKingFelipeVi
attheRoyalPalaceinMadrid.
“i invite everyone to set

aside the divisive and polariz-
ing narratives of your societal
realityandhistory,soastoover-
come sterile simplifications
through the fruitful appreci-
ationofcomplexity,”headded.
Technology was partly to

blame for creating anenviron-

ment whichmagnifies preju-
dices and weakens critical
thinking, Leo said. Theworld

wascrying“fromitsdepths for
peace,”hesaid.
he drew on Spain's history

as an example of peaceful co-
habitation between religions
andcultures,makingreference
tohowChristians,Muslimsand
Jews cooperatedduringmedi-
eval times to enhance human
knowledge by translating
ArabictextsintoLatin,Spanish
and hebrew at the School of
Translators inToledo.
“Yourownhistory suggests

thatacultureofencounter,not
confrontation, is what fosters
stabilityandprosperity.inreal-
ity,themessageofpeace,which
atpresentunfortunatelystrikes
some as naïve and others as
confrontational, is welcomed
bythosewhodonotshutthem-

selvesoffinpreconceivedideo-
logies, but are rather open to
the truth,”hesaid.
Thousands lined the streets

ofcentralMadrid,somewaving
VaticanandSpanishflagsunder
clearspringskies,asLeotoured
in an open-air popemobile.
hugegatheringsareexpectedin
thecomingdaysforthefirstvisit
toSpainbyapopesince2011.
during his June 6-12 trip,

thefirstUSheadoftheCatholic
Churchwill also inaugurate a
new tower in Barcelona's
famedSagradaFamiliabasilica
andwillmeet survivors of sex-
ual abuse by Catholic clergy,
theVaticansaid.

InSpain,Popeurges leaders toeasedivisions,pursuepeace

Reuters
Taipei, June6

TAiWANSAidonSaturdaythat
aChinesecoastguardshipand
a survey ship had carried out
the first coordinatedoperation
to “provoke”Taiwan, inwaters
aroundstrategically located is-
lands intheSouthChinaSea.
TheTaiwan-controlledPra-

tas islands, a national park to-
ward the northern end of the
SouthChinaSeaandlightlyde-
fendedbythecoastguard,have
emergedasanewpressurepoint
inChina'songoingmilitaryand
quasi-military operations
aroundTaiwaninanefforttoas-
sertBeijing'ssovereigntyclaims.

The islandsbetweensouth-
ernTaiwanandhongKongare
seen by some security experts
asvulnerabletoChineseattack
duetotheirdistance,morethan
400km,fromTaiwanisland.
Taiwan’s coast guardsaid in

a statement that alongwith a
Chinese coast guard ship that
had approached the Pratas on
Friday,aChineseoceanographic
surveyvesselapproachedtheis-
landsonSaturday.
“Thisisthefirstobservedin-

stance of Chinese coast guard
andsurveyvesselsactinginco-
ordinationtoprovokeTaiwan,”
it said. China’s TaiwanAffairs
Office didnot immediately re-
spondtoarequestforcomment.

Taiwan:Chinesecoastguard,
researchshipsspottednear
keySouthChinaSeaislands Reuters

Washington, June6

The UNiTed States said on
Friday itwouldprovideanad-
ditional $38million for ebola
response efforts, as the CdC
warned that without strong
public health interventions
the outbreak in the demo-
craticRepublicofCongocould
match or surpass the 2014-
2016WestAfrica crisis.
The additional funds bring

the total committed by theUS
tomorethan$200millionindi-
rect funding, the Statedepart-
mentsaid inastatement.
Thedepartment,whichdid

notdetailhowthemoneywould
be spent, said it was working
closelywith theUSCenters for

diseaseControlandPrevention,
aswell as thedRCandUganda
to “mounta rapidandcompre-
hensive response” to the out-
break. The CdC published
three official scientific reports

on the outbreak on Friday, in
part to marshal resources
across the international com-
munity, said dr. Satish Pillai,
the incidentmanager for the
agency'sebola response.
Thedocuments are the first

such reports to be published
since theWorldhealthOrgan-
izationdeclared anemergency
ofinternationalconcernonMay
17overtheBundibugyostrainof
ebola, forwhich there isnoap-
provedvaccineortreatment.
CdCmodel scenarios show

that without strong public
health interventions, the out-
breakof theBundibugyostrain
of ebola in the dRC could be-
comeas large as, or even larger
than, the2014-2016WestAfrica
outbreak, theagencysaid.

NKoreaunveils
newwarship
aheadofXivisit
Seoul:NorthKoreanleaderKim
JongUnobservedseatrialsofa
newwarship repaired after a
failed launch last year and
vowed to accelerate efforts to
build a nuclear-armed navy,
state media said Saturday,
showcasinghisexpandingmili-
tarycapabilitiesaheadofavisit
byChinese leaderXiJinping.
North Korea’s official

KoreanCentral News Agency
said Kimvisited the 5,000-ton
destroyer KangKon onThurs-
day as it underwent capability
tests. Photos released by the
agency showedhimaccompa-
nied by his teenage daughter,
whom South Korean officials
saymay be named as his suc-
cessor. AP

PopeLeoXIVmeetsSpain’sKingFelipeVI,QueenLetizia,Princess
Leonorand InfantaSofiaatMadrid’sRoyalPalaceonSaturday.ReuteRs

USadds$38mnforEbolaasCDC
warnsoutbreakcouldmatch2014

Ahealthworkerdisinfects
anambulanceat the
Mongbwalu treatment
inCongoonSaturday. AP
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CaLLINGtHedemandforthe
resignation of educationMin-
isterDharmendraPradhanover
the Neet leak and the CBse
on-screen marking glitches
“political,” Union Parliamen-

taryaffairsMinisterkirenrijiju
said friday that theeducation

»cOntinUedOnPaGe2
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Happening
today

Sweetykumari
Kolkata, June6

a strUGGLING tollywood
needsagoodhit.Now,itdoesn’t
have to look far forascript.
In the series of twists that

have followed theWest Bengal
assembly election
results,policethurs-
day night swooped
downontrinamool
CongressleaderswarupBiswas,
themanwho for the past dec-
ade has called the shots in the
state’s film industry, deciding
who gets work andwho can’t,

wielding“bans”ashisweapon.
Biswas’s facebook bio

simply says “politician”, the
one-word descriptor telling as
much as it conceals about the
cloutenjoyedbythe51-year-old
who never held any official
position in the tMC but, for

years,satatthetopof
tollywood’s admin-
istrative power
structure as the

President of the federation of
Cinetechnicians&Workersof
eastern India (fCtWeI). after
the results, as the chorus of

»cOntinUedOnPaGe2
swarupBiswaswithTmcchiefmamataBanerjee.Biswasheadedthe
FederationofcineTechnicians&WorkersofeasternIndia. FiLE

Primeministernarendramodi chairs ameetingof theeconomic
advisorycouncil innewdelhi, saturday. PTi

page1
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lnoW IncUsTody, sWarUPBIsWasdomInaTed TollyWood’sadmInIsTraTIve PoWersTrUcTUre Foryears

CurtainsdownonTMCleaderpulling
all strings?Bengal filmworld thinksso

SiddharthUpasani
NewDelhi, June6

tHe stePs taken by the gov-
ernmentandthereserveBank
of India on friday are likely to
attract around $70 billion in
foreignfunds,accordingtothe
discussions at themeeting of
the economicadvisory Coun-
cil chaired by PrimeMinister
NarendraModionsaturday.
While the Ministry of fi-

nancedidawaywiththetaxon
long-termandshort-termcapi-
tal gains as well as the with-
holding tax on investment by
fIIs in government bonds, the
rBImade it easier for banks to
mobilise foreign deposits and
forPsUs to raiseexternal com-
mercialborrowings.
the inflow of a sizable por-

tion of foreign funds is contin-
gentontheinclusionofgovern-
ment bonds in the Bloomberg
Global aggregate Bond Index.
this is crucial to attracting
passive investment flows; sev-
eral global funds track the
weightacertaincountryhasin
these bond indices, and invest
accordingly. the inflows into
the government debtmarket
helpslowertheinterestpaidby
theCentreon itsborrowings.
after the meeting, Prime

Minister NarendraModi, who
chairedthemeetingsaidonso-
cialmedia platformX, “Delib-
eratedonawiderangeofissues
relating to India’s economic
transformation and long-term
development priorities. also
sharedperspectivesonadding

»cOntinUedOnPaGe2

Sense inPM-EAC
meeting:Moves to
attract foreign funds
canget $70billion

SetS7-daydeadLine,threatenStOWidenPrOteStSacrOSScOUntry

drishti Jain,Pragynesh,
devanshMittal,alokSingh
&Jatinanand
NewDelhi, June6

HUNDreDs Of students,
competitive exam aspirants
andsupportersgatheredatJan-
tarMantarintheCapitalonsat-
urday in a protest led by the
weeks-oldonlinesatiricalplat-
form Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), demanding the resigna-
tion of Union educationMin-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
overallegedirregularitiesinna-
tionalexaminations.
the protest led by CJP

founder abhijeet Dipke, who
arrived from theUnited states
in themorning, drew a largely
young crowd and unfolded
under heavy security.While it
centred on the demand that
Pradhanstepdown,Dipkealso
framedtheagitationasagener-
ational one, against the
“politicsof fear”and“commu-
nalpolitics”.

»cOntinUedOnPaGe2

Opppartiesback
demand,BJP
chief says some
want topush
youth towards
‘negativepolitics’

cJP founderabhijeetdipkewithactivist sonamWangchukat Jantarmantar, saturday. PRaVEENKHaNNa

BUiLdQUeStiOnBankFOrneet, Jeeetc

Generate test frombank; goal: noone
individualhasaccess to full paper

Planonntatable:
Questionsettersmay
notknowwhich test
theyareworking for

businessasusual
ByEPUNNY

PrOJect GLaSSWinG

SoumyarendraBarik
NewDelhi, June6

Us artIfICIaL intelligence
companyanthropic is extend-
ingaccesstoitscloselyguarded
cybersecurity initiative,Project
Glasswing, to a select set of or-
ganisations in India, including

keygovernmententitiesthatare
responsibleforsafeguardingcy-
bersecurity across sectors like
banking, telecom, and power,
TheIndianExpresshaslearned.
Governmentagenciessuch

as the Indian Cyber CrimeCo-
ordinationCentre(I4C);Indian

»cOntinUedOnPaGe2

Discussionson toprovideAImodel
to largest IT services companies, too

Keycybersecurity agencies set to
get access toAnthropic’sMythos

firewallingsystems

explained

AImodelMythoscandetect
criticalsoftwarevulnerabil-
ities.Thismatters for India
as itshieldsvital infrastruc-
ture likebankingandpower,
evenasAnthropicbattles
theUSPentagonover
boundariesofAImisuse.

ManojcG
NewDelhi, June6

Days after the DMk an-
nouncedthatitwillskipaCon-
gress-convenedmeetingofthe
INDIablocscheduledforJune
8, fresh rifts have surfaced in
the Opposition alliance, with
theCPI(M) and the Jharkhand
MuktiMorcha (JMM) convey-
ing their displeasure to the
Congress leadership over its
styleof functioning.
WhiletheJMMisupsetwith

theCongress for “unilaterally”
announcing a candidate for
one of the two rajya sabha
seats bound for elections from
Jharkhand,theCPI(M)hascon-
veyed its strong displeasure
over attacks on former kerala
chiefministerPinarayiVijayan
byCongress leaders, including
Leaderof theOpposition(LoP)
intheLoksabharahulGandhi,
during their campaigns in the
recently concludedassembly
elections.

»cOntinUedOnPaGe2

Crackswiden inOppINDIA bloc,
CPI(M),JMMcalloutCongmoves

UnionParliamentaryaffairs
ministerkirenrijiju at the Idea
exchangeFriday. RENUKaPURi

Atfirstprotest,CJPcalls
forPradhan’s resignation
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Minister isn’t running
away…he’s takensteps
to fix theproblem:Rijiju

Jharkhandcmhemantsoren
withcongress leadersBhupesh
Baghelandajaysharmain
ranchi,saturday.PTi

ritikachopra
Mumbai,NewDelhi, June6

Weeksafter theNeet-UG
2026paperleakexposedvulner-
abilitiesatthemostconfidential
stage of the examination pro-
cess, the National testing
agency (Nta) is working on a
fundamental redesign of how
questionpapersarecreated.
key to this is delinking

paper-setting from specific
examinations altogether and
moving towardswhat officials
calla“zero-trustarchitecture,”
one where the system trusts
processesover individuals.
Under this proposal, now

underdiscussionwithinthegov-

ernment for next year’s exam,
subjectexperts invitedto frame
questionswouldnolongerknow
whether thequestions theyare
settingaremeantforNeet,Jee
or anyother examination con-
ductedbytheNta.
Instead, their questions

would be added to a large cen-
tralrepositoryfromwhichexam
papers would later be gener-
ated,significantlyreducingthe
number of individuals with
knowledgeofthefinalpaper.
themove follows theCBI’s

investigation into the Neet-
UG2026 leak,whichhas so far
resulted in the arrest of 13
people, including translators
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lLadakhL-GVkSaxenawill
travel toMongolia to accom-
pany the relics of twodisciples
of LordBuddha fromUlaanbaa-
tar toNewDelhi. The relics
were transferred toMongolia
onMay30 for a 10-daypublic
exposition.

lFrenchPreSidentEmma-
nuelMacron,BritishPMKeir
StarmerandGermanChancellor
FriedrichMerzwill hold talks
withUkrainePresidentVolody-
myrZelenskyy inLondon.

TrackTheseandmoreon
www.indianexpress.com
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Graduationceremony
IndianMilitaryAcademyCommandant LtGenNagendraSingh
presents JNUdegrees tocadetsduring thegraduationceremony
of theArmyCadetCollegeWing inDehradunonSaturday. pti
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and subject experts accusedof
leakingdifferentsectionsof the
questionpaper.
As reported byThe Indian

Express lastweek, thenatureof
thearrestspoints tothe leakoc-
curringduringthefirstphaseof
theconfidentialoperations(CO-
nOPs), which is the highly re-
strictedpaper-settingandtrans-
lationprocess introducedafter
the2024controversy.
Thearrests of translators al-

legedly linked to the Physics,
ChemistryandBiologysections
of the exampromptedofficials
tore-examinethesystem’slong-
standing assumption that
trusted experts can safely be
given access to complete sec-
tionsofapaper.
“if the paper is compro-

mised, then it isnot apen-and-
paperproblem.itisaproblemof
systemdesignandstructure," a
seniorgovernmentofficialsaid.
"wearetryingtoreducehuman
interface.Therehastobeazero-
trustarchitecture."

Officials said the proposed
model would fundamentally
change the role of subject ex-
perts.insteadofbeinginvitedto
setquestionsforaspecificexam-
ination, experts would con-
tributequestions to a common
question bank without being
told where those questions
wouldeventuallybeused.
“Thedomainexpert should

be examination-agnostic. he
should not knowwhether the
question is being set forneeT,
Jeeor anyother examination.
Theobjectiveistoensurethatno
singleindividualhasvisibilityof
thefinalpaper,”theofficialsaid.
According to officials, the

agencyisexploringthecreation
ofarepositorycontainingthou-
sands of questions across sub-
jects.Thefinalpaperwouldthen
be assembled from this pool
using technology-assistedpro-
cesses designed to maintain
subject balance anddifficulty
levels.
“we can have a bank of

10,000 questions. The final
paper can be built from that
bank.Technology canhelpde-
termine difficulty levels and
questiondistribution.The idea
is tominimise the number of
eyes throughwhich the paper
passes,”theofficialsaid.
Translation, another area

thatcameunderscrutinyfollow-
ing the arrests in the 2026 leak
case,mayalsoundergo signifi-
cant changes.The shift is likely
to build on commitments al-
readymadeby thenTAbefore
theSupremeCourt.inanaffida-
vitfiledearlier,theagencysaidit
planned touseartificial intelli-
gencefornearly85percentofthe
translationprocess,withhuman
expertscarryingouttheremain-
ingreviewandvalidation.
Officials said the agency is

now examining how that ap-
proach can be integrated into
thebroaderredesign.Theobjec-
tive is not to eliminate human
translators but to reduce the
amount of time they spend
handlingsensitivematerialand
limit their visibility of the final
paper.
“Ai cando the first transla-

tion.Thehumantranslator'srole
should be limited to checking
whether themeaninghasbeen
correctlyconveyed," theofficial
said."eventhen,wewanttoen-
sure that translators are not
necessarilyawareofthespecific
examination forwhich thema-
terial is being prepared. They
shouldbevalidatingquestions,
nothandlingcompletequestion
papers."
The push for structural re-

formcomesasthenTAprepares
for theneeT-Ugre-test sched-
uled for June 21. Officials said
somechangeshavealreadybeen
introduced,includingtheuseof
afreshsetofsubjectexperts.Dis-
cussions are alsounderwayon
strengthening the transporta-
tion and storage of printed
papers after they leave the
paper-settingstage.
“Someofthepeoplearrested

had been associated with the
system for years,” the official
said. “That is preciselywhy the
systemitselfhastotrustindivid-
uals less and processesmore.
There is anoldquestion, “if the
bodyguardsthemselvesbecome
thethreat,whoprotectsyou?”

Minister“isnotrunningaway”
from the “mistake,” but has
taken several steps “to fix the
problem.”
Speaking at ideaexchange

at The Indian Express friday,
rijiju responded to questions
about the demand for Prad-
han’s resignation and the an-
guish caused to lakhs of stu-
dents forced to re-take the
neeT on June 21 or those left
in the lurchover theCBSeon-
screenmarkingglitches.
Pradhan’s office was un-

available for comment.
when it was pointed out

that the BJP had demanded
the resignation of UPAMin-
isters over allegations of
wrongdoing and wouldn’t it
havedonethesamehaditbeen
in the Opposition now, rijiju
said:“There isadifference. ifa

fraudiscommittedbytheMin-
ister or the Minister’s staff,
then the Minister is respon-
sible…inanautonomousbody,
ifsometroublehappensinthat
autonomous body, then the
body is answerable for that.”
“The CBSe is an auton-

omousbody. it is awing of the
government, specifically cre-
ated for a purpose, for the stu-
dents, exams; the nTA is
there… these are bodies that
are not directlymonitored by
the Minister day-to-day,” he
added.
he said that when the BJP

was in theOpposition 12 years
ago,“everydayoreverymonth
therewasascam,scandal,cor-
ruption charge against the
Minister,Ministryandall.”
“inthelast 12years, there is

no direct charge against any
Minister orMinister’s staff for
any taking of bribes, commis-
sion, or wrongdoing, or ma-
nipulation of the system to

benefit the Minister or Min-
ister’s staff and family. when
there is a direct link with the
Minister then definitely you
have to ask for the resignation
of the concernedminister. So,
the difference that i want to
make is that our Ministers
don’t run away from responsi-
bility…(during)theCongress…
like the then external Affairs
Minister, the charge was
against him directly. The first
ministertoresignduringUPA-
iwas theexternalAffairsMin-
ister…then subsequently, all
thoseministerswhoresigned…
(there were) charges against
theMinister or theMinister’s
office. This (the exam leak) is
not a fraud committed by the
education Minister,” rijiju
said.
Pradhan has said that he

has taken “moral responsibil-
ity”, rijiju said, and added: “i
amveryclearthatinsuchcases
Ministersshouldnotrunaway.

Ministers should fix the prob-
lem. And that is what Dhar-
mendraPradhanji isdoing.he
has taken numerous steps in
thepastmonth.iamconfident
thatthestepstakenandresults
— it will prevent future leaks
and any deficiency that
was there in the past will be
fixed.”
Askedwho, on the govern-

ment’s side, shouldbeheldac-
countable,rijijusaid:“Tobuild
theconfidenceof the students
and the system, theChairman
and theSecretaryof theBoard
(CBSe) have been shifted; to
demand the resignationof the
education Minister itself is
political. The educationMin-
isterhasalreadysaidthatasthe
head of theMinistry, he takes
moral responsibility; the edu-
cationMinister is not running
awayfromtheerrorormistake
whoever has committed. he
hasrathertakenitupasachal-
lenge…to fix theproblem.”

allegations against him grew,
Swarupclaimedhistenureasits
chief ended inDecember 2025
itself.
Swarup’s arrest, over allega-

tionsof sexualharassment, ex-
tortionandattempt tomurder,
comes in thewake of growing
trouble for his elder brother
Aroop Biswas, a former TMC
sports minister who dictated
termswith allegedly equal im-
punity in thestate’s sports field.
Aroop is facing investigation
over the administrative chaos
surroundingArgentine football
legendLionelMessi’svisittoKol-
kata inDecember last year.On
friday,MamataBanerjeenamed
AroopasTMCstategeneralsec-
retary.
following Swarup’s arrest,

several artistes associatedwith
Tollywoodspokeupabouthow
hedictatedterms inthe filmin-
dustry through a “syndicate”
thatblacklistedthose“non-com-

pliant”ornotalignedtoTMCin-
terests.
AcclaimedactressSreelekha

Mitrapostedonfacebook:“iwas
effectivelybannedforthelast10
years by the TMC and the so-
calledartisteswhoruled the in-
dustry.”
BJPMLA fromTollygunge

PapiaAdhikaryannouncedthat
therewouldbeamajoroverhaul
with the launchof theeastern
indiaMotion Picture Cultural
Confederation,thatwillstream-
lineindustryoperationsintofour
broadcategories—replacingthe
previoussystemofthefCTwei.
VeteranactorAparajitaAdya

said Swarup’s “arrest was
required”. “People knew that
anyonewhodidnotlistentohim
wouldgetbanned,thathewould
endtheircareer.Manyproducers
lefttheindustrybecauseofhim.
Therearesomanymovieswhich
remain incomplete…To ‘allow’
a film’s release, extraordinary
amounts of money was de-
manded.”
Actor-turned-activistrupa

Bhattacharya,whowaswiththe

BJPbriefly, saidshehadnotgot
work for almost 10yearsdue to
Swarup.
A small-timeactor toldThe

IndianExpress: “if anactor, di-
rectororevenatechnicianpub-
liclycriticisedfCTwei’sleader-
ship, they wouldn’t just be
hauledbeforetheunion,butface
aquiet,devastatingboycott.”
innovember 2025, amovie

madebyfilmstudentsstruggled
togetareleaseasthefCTweire-
portedlyobjected to federation-
approvedtechniciansnotbeing
hired for it. Among the several
rulesthefCTweiwassaidtoim-
pose is that a filmmaker hire a
givennumberof federation-ap-
provedtechniciansfortheirpro-
ject, allegedly regardless of the
film’srequirements.
Swarup, in turn, always

claimedthat thefCTweiexists
to fight for the interestsof tech-
niciansandthathisprimarygoal
wastheirwelfare.
ActorSujoyPrasadChatterjee

said the “clean-up”needs to go
deeper. “SwarupBiswas is just
the tipof the iceberg.Thereare

peoplewhoworkedwithhimto
pollute the industry and those
whosuckeduptohim.”
AccusingSwarupofcausing

“massivedamagetotheBengali
filmindustry”,actorAritraDutta
Banik said that, to be fair, the
TMC leaderwas ahugehelp to
daily wage technicians em-
ployed in the filmindustrydur-
ingCovid,whenworkcametoa
standstill.“Butthevolumeofhis
crimes andwrongdoings is so
high thatbad faroutweighs the
good,”Baniksaid.
BJPleaderandministerDilip

ghoshhasaskedotherstocome
forward. “Letpeopleknowhow
tyrannical theywere andhow
muchtheyabusedpower.”
Actor-turned-politicianand

BJPleaderLocketChatterjeeas-
sured that changewouldcome
nowwiththeTMCoutofpower.
Talking about her decision to
sever tieswith theTMC12years
ago, Chatterjee said shepaid a
price for doing a press confer-
ence“onhowAroopandSwarup
Biswashad finished the enter-
tainmentindustryofBengal”.

CPi(M) general secretary M A
Baby has written a strongly-
worded letter toCongresspresi-
dentMallikarjunKharge to flag
the issue. And in an unusual
move,theCPi(M)hasforwarded
thelettertoalltheconstituentsof
thebloc.“wehaveseentheletter.
Althoughit isbetweentheCon-
gressandtheCPi(M),wecanonly
urgetheCongressastheleaderof
theinDiAbloctotakeeveryone
along to ensure cohesion and
unity,”anOppositionleadersaid.
inhis letter toKharge,Baby

said, “Therewas a systematic
campaign by the Congress
leadershipduringtheKeralaAs-
sembly elections, that the
CPi(M)andtheBJPhavestruck
a deal. further, it was alleged
that theCPi(M)’s senior leader,
MemberofthePolitBureauand
thenChiefMinister, Comrade
PinarayiVijayan,hadalsostruck
adealwithModi. Thequestion
wasposed 'Otherwise,why is it
that he has not been inter-
rogated or arrested by theen-
forcementDirectorate'?”
“These were not stray re-

marksmade in the heat of an
electioncampaign,butwerethe
centerpiece of your political
campaign. every national
leader,rahulgandhi,Priyanka
gandhi, and yourself, made
suchallegationsrepeatedly,”the
CPi(M)chiefwrote.
Arguing that theCPi(M)has

workedsincerelyforthesuccess
of theOppositionalliancesince
its inception in June 2023 as a
broadplatformto fight theBJP,
Baby said: “Strangely, now, the
CPi(M) is accused of having a

dealwith theBJP. This is a ca-
nard which we cannot take
lightly. This strikes at the very
basisoftheunityforgedagainst
theBJP.”
Baby also stated thatrahul

gandhihasrepeatedlycalledfor
theeD'sactionagainstVijayan.
“Can this be termedas ananti-
BJPstanceorisitacaseofinvit-
ingtheModigovernmenttotake
illegal punitive actionagainst a
fellowOppositionleader?Unless
thesematters are clarified, the
verypurposeof the inDiAbloc
wouldbeinquestion,”hesaid.
BabysaidtheCPi(M)feltthe

needtoraisetheissueinthecon-
text of the June 8meeting, ad-
dingthat“however, theCPi(M)
will fully cooperate in Parlia-
mentwith the inDiAbloc and
otherOppositionparties toput
up a united fight against the
authoritarian, communal, and
anti-peoplepoliciesoftheModi
government.”
The JMM is equally upset

withtheCongressforannounc-
ing its candidate — AiCC in
chargeofKharge’sofficePranav
Jha—for one of the tworajya
Sabha seats in the upcoming
electionsfromJharkhand.
TherulingJMM,ledbyChief

MinisterhemantSoren,wanted
tofielditscandidatesinboththe
seats fromthe state. TheJMM-
Congress alliance has the
numberstowinboththeseats.
The JMM Saturday nomi-

nated formerminister Baidya-
nath ramas its candidate for
one seat. On the second seat,
JMMgeneralsecretaryandspo-
kespersonSupriyoBhattacharya
reportedly said that the final
decisionwillbetakenonitbythe
partyleadershipfollowingadis-
cussionwiththeCongress.

Rijiju

PlanonNTAtable

TMCleader

Addressingthecrowd,Dipke
set a deadline. he said that if
Pradhandidnotresignby5pm,
theCJPwouldtakeitsprotestto
citiesacrossthecountrythrough
theweek, and return to Jantar
MantarthefollowingSaturday.
Atapressconferencelaterin

theday,CJPspokespersonssaid
Pradhanshouldeitherresignor
bedismissedwithinaweek,fail-
ingwhichthemovementwould
“spread throughout the
country”. Pradhan has been
under fire for a series of recent
controversies,includingtheleak
of theneeT-Ugquestions and
the chaos and confusion over
the on-screenmarking system
usedinCBSe’sClass12exam.
“Youcandeleteourpostbut

youcannoteraseus,”Dipkesaid,
referring to the deletion of the
party’sXaccount—itwasoffi-
ciallywithheld in indiaonMay
21—whichhe framedas anat-
tempt to suppress the move-
ment.
he said his mother cried

moreonhisreturnthanwhenhe
hadleftfortheUS,asshefeared
hewouldbearrested.“Butthisis
not a fear that justmymother
has. in this country, if any stu-
dentoryouthspeaksonpolitics,
speaksagainstthisgovernment,
theirmother fears theywill be
thrownbehindbars,”healleged.
“how long will we live in

fear? Tell them, we are not
scared,” he said. “The youthof
the countrywill no longer fear,
theywill fight,”hesaid.

Thedaybeganhours earlier
and several kilometres away, at
theigi Airport.Dipke,whoflew
infromtheUS,wasmetbysen-
iorpolice officers atTerminal 3
soonafterclearingimmigration.
rather than have him ap-

proachtheParliamentStreetpo-
licestation—wherepermission
for aprotest at JantarMantar is
normallysought24hoursinad-
vance—police facilitated the
clearanceinsidetheairportitself
to “avoidanychaos”, anofficial
said.
Dipke was handed a per-

mission letter allowinga single
day’s protest at JantarMantar,
between 10 am and 5 pm. he
emergedataround9:15amhold-
ing a copy of B rAmbedkar’s
MyAutobiography. he told re-
porterswaitingoutside that the
educationMinister “must re-
sign”.he laterheaded toJantar
Mantar,where, by the time the
demonstration gatheredpace,
thecrowdhadswelledtoseveral
hundreds—overwhelmingly
young,withascatteringofolder
supporters andparents.Many
worecockroachmasksandcar-
ried textbooks, posters and the
nationalflag,inkeepingwiththe
organisers’appeal.
Activist Sonamwangchuk,

whoarrivedatJantarMantarin
the afternoon, described the
gathering as “an appeal rather
thanaprotest”,sayingthemove-
mentsoughtdialogue,notcon-
frontation. “in a respected
democracy,wehopewedonot

have to raise slogans to be
heard,” he told the crowd, ad-
dingthatthecooperationofthe
police was “a major achiev-
ement” and“avictory for india
andevenforthegovernment”.
wangchuk pressed for re-

forms beyond the immediate
demand. “The foundationof a
Viksit Bharat lies not inDelhi’s
privateschoolsbutinschoolslo-
cated invillages,”he said. “The
childrenofallelectedrepresen-
tatives should study ingovern-
mentschools.”
heurgedthatthemovement

extendbeyondexams to a sys-
temic changeacross education
and theenvironment, calling it
“a beginning, not an end”, and
appealingforittobecarriedfor-
ward“with loveandmutual re-
spect.”
Theprotestremainedlargely

peaceful,withparticipantsoffer-
ing flowers topolicepersonnel,
as the organisers had urged.
There were brief moments of
friction as small groups who
raised“JaiShriram”slogansat-
temptedtoenterthevenueand
wereescortedoutbypolice,but
nomajorconfrontation.
Addressing a press confer-

encelater,CJPspokespersonAs-
hutoshrankasaidtheirpeaceful
protestmarkedthebeginningof
a big movement. “The youth
whowere called anti-national,
Pakistani... have proved that
theyaretheyouthofgandhiand
Ambedkar,” he said. “This is a
platform for theyouth. it is the
voice of young people whose
concernshavebeen ignoredby
thegovernmentandthesystem
for years. Today, it has been

proved that the youth of this
countryarenotsilent,”hesaid.
SauravDas, also aCJP spo-

kesperson,saidtheirsupporters
had gathered not only from
Delhi,butalsofromTamilnadu,
Kerala,Maharashtra,thenorth-
east,BiharandChhattisgarh.
“Thousandsofpeoplejoined

the protest on the ground. But
before this, 8 lakh people had
signed a petition demanding
Pradhan's resignation,”hesaid,
addingthattheministershould
eitherresignorbedismissed.
CPi leader Annie raja and

CPi-MLgeneralsecretaryDipan-
kar Bhattacharyawere among
thosepresentatthevenue.
The protest also drew sup-

port from other Opposition
leaders, including Shiv Sena
(UBT)chiefUddhavThackeray,
SamajwadiPartychiefAkhilesh
Yadav,AAPchiefArvindKejri-
wal andnCP (SP) leaderrohit
Pawar, several ofwhombacked
thedemand for accountability
overexamirregularities.
Meanwhile,speakinginran-

chi, BJPchiefnitinnabin said:
“Thosewhowant to push the
youth of this country towards
negative politics, i warn them
that the youthof indiawill en-
gageinpositivepolitics”.
According to a PTi report,

nabin,inanapparentreference
toDipke,said:“Somepeoplesit-
ting abroad assume they can
give directions to the youth of
india... Today's youthwant to
work towards nation-building
and secure their future. But
some forces are trying tomake
the country's youthanti-estab-
lishment”.

CJP’s firstprotest
Computer emergency re-
sponse Team (CerT-in); na-
tionalCriticalinformationinfra-
structure Protection Centre
(nCiiPC); and theDepartment
ofTelecommunications’Digital
intelligencePlatform (DiP) are
amongthestate-ownedentities
that areunderstood tohave re-
ceivedaccesstoAnthropic’sad-
vanced frontier Ai modelMy-
thos.
Anthropicisalsosaidtohave

extended access to some cy-
bersecurity-focusedresearchin-
stitutions in india, while dis-
cussions are underway on
providingMythos Preview to
dedicatedcybersecurity andAi
teams within some of the
country’s largest iT services
companies, a senior govern-
ment official said oncondition
ofanonymity.
Thismove comes as part of

Anthropic’sannouncementthat
itwould expandProjectglass-
wingbeyonditsinitialcohortof
participantsintheUSandUKto
more than 15 countries, includ-
ingindia.
Under the programme,

vettedorganisationsaregranted
access to ClaudeMythos Pre-
view, an unreleasedAimodel
thatAnthropicsaysiscapableof
identifyingcriticalsoftwarevul-
nerabilities at a level that could
fundamentallyalterthebalance
betweencyberattackersandde-
fenders.Thecompanyhassofar
restricted access to themodel,
citingconcerns that its capabil-

itiescouldbemisusedifreleased
publicly.
The official added that

nCiiPC,which falls under the
nationalSecurityAdvisorinthe
Prime Minister's Office, and
CerT-inhadrequestedaccessto
Mythos to identify vulnerabil-
itieswithinindia’scriticalinfra-
structure such as banking and
power.TheIndianExpresshad
earlier reported that the indian
governmentwas in conversa-
tionswith Anthropic’s senior
leadership in theUS for assis-
tance in gaining access to the
model.
Anthropicdidnotrespondto

arequestforcomment.
“following severalweeksof

closecollaborationwithourPro-
jectglasswingpartners, the se-
curity industry, open-source
softwaremaintainers, and the
USgovernment,we’reextending
the partnership to approxi-
mately 150neworganisations.
eachonewill need tomeet our
security requirements before
theygainaccess…Theorganisa-
tionsinthisnewgrouparebased
inmore than 15 countries, and
mostprovidecriticalinfrastruc-
ture tomanymore,”Anthropic
saidinablogpost.
Thenewentitieswithwhich

it is planning to shareMythos
Preview operate in industries
suchaspower,water,healthcare,
communications, and hard-
ware,Anthropicsaid.Andmany
ofthenewpartnersarevendors
—companiesornon-profitsthat
maintaincodebases thatare re-
lieduponbylotsofotherorgan-
isations around theworld, in-
cludinggovernments.

Mythos

Oppbloc

more momentum to the re-
forms journey and ensuring
‘ease of Living’ aswell as ‘ease
ofDoingBusiness’.”
According to a source, who

didnotwishtobenamed,while
there wasn’t much concern
around thewest Asia crisis, a
key discussion point revolved
around the impact of el nino
andsub-par rainfall as forecast
by the iMD.“howcanindiare-
duceitsvulnerabilityduetothe
vagariesofthemonsoon—this
wasalsodiscussed,” thesource
said.
economists are of the

opinion that friday’s decision
to scrap the short-term and
long-term capital gains tax on
investments by fiis in govern-
mentbondsaswellasthewith-
holding tax theymust pay on
their interest income from
these debt instruments, will
likelyacceleratetheinclusionof
indian sovereign debt in the
Bloomberg global Aggregate
Bond index. This alone could
result in $20-25 billion inflows
over the10months.
inrecentyears,government

debt— the bonds it issues to
borrowmoneyfromthemarket
to cover its fiscal deficit, or the
difference between its income
and expenditure— has been
added tomultiple global bond
indices.ThisbeganwithJPMor-
gan adding india to its emerg-

ing market index beginning
June 2024. Subsequently,
Bloombergincludedindiainits
emergingMarket Local Cur-
rencyindexfromJanuary2025
and fTSerussell to a similar
onefromSeptember2025.
“Bloomberg index inclu-

sion,ibelieve, isonthevergeof
happening,”abondmarketpar-
ticipant told The Indian Ex-
press.
inmid-January,Bloomberg

index Services Ltd (BiSL) had
deferredtheinclusionofindian
governmentbondsintoitsflag-
ship global index, saying itwill
provideanotherupdatebymid-
2026. “Overall, responses indi-
cated broad support for the
long-term trajectory of the in-
diangovernmentbondmarket
andforitspotentialeventualin-
clusion in global investment
grade benchmarks,” BiSL had
said in a statement onJanuary
13.“Atthesametime,anumber
of respondentshighlighted im-
portantoperationalandmarket-
infrastructure considerations
thatmeritfurtherevaluation...”
inadditiontotheremovalof

taxesonfiis,fridayalsosawthe
rBiannounceseveralmeasures
toboostforeigninflows,includ-
ing a temporary concessional
forex swap facility for PSUs for
theirexternalCommercialBor-
rowings and the revival of the
wildly successful foreignCur-
rencynon-resident(Bank)De-
posits schemeof 2013,with the
centralbankbearingthefullex-
changeratehedgingcost.

PM-EAC

ShajuPhilip
Thiruvananthapuram,
June6

TAKing fOrwArD Metro
man e Sreedharan’s proposal
for a high-speed rail corridor,
the Congress government in
Kerala has constituted an ex-
pertpaneltostudytheproject’s
technicalandfinancialfeasibil-
ity, environmental impact,
socio-economic benefits and
implementationchallenges.
Lastweek,Sreedharansub-

mitted theDMrC’s interim re-
port for the Kerala high-speed
rail corridor between the state
capital Thiruvananthapuram
andKannur innorthKerala.
The state government has

decided to take forward the
DMrCproposal afterwinding
up all steps related to the Sil-
verLine, or K-rail, project of
thepreviousCPi(M)regime.K-
railhadbeenfiercelyopposed
bytheCongresswhenitwasin
theopposition.
in february this year,

Sreedharan opened an office
for the project in his home-
townPonnani inMalappuram
district, towards which the
previous CPi(M) regime had
remained tepid.
The order issued by the

transport department said the
DMrCinterimreportwouldbe
examined by an expert com-
mittee comprising Transport
Secretary,JVinayan(railways),
Dr CVeeramani (finance) and
Sreedhar radhakrishnan (en-
vironment). The order, issued
on friday, said the committee
should submit its recommen-
dations and remarks within
threeweeks.
The proposedKeralahigh-

Speedrail (KhSr) is a 473.20-
kmdoublelinefromThiruvan-
anthapuramCity(Poojapura)to
Kannur (Mundayad) with 23
stations. The linewill be fully
elevated except for a 6.5-km

tunnel stretch in Thiruvanan-
thapuramcity.itwillconnectall
Kerala airports exceptKannur,
whichwillbelinkedthroughan
exclusive10-kmroad.Thepro-
posed travel time fromThiru-
vananthapuramtoKannur is 3
hoursand30minutes.
Thereportsaidthesystem’s

energyrequirementswouldbe
metthroughacaptivesolarnet-
work,whichwouldalsosellsur-
plus power to the Kerala State
electricityBoard(KSeB).if im-
plemented, it would become
theworld’sfirstgreenrailcorri-
dor, thereport said.
Theprojectcostisestimated

atrs60,000crore,ofwhichrs
36,000 crore will be met
through equity contributions
bytheCentreandthestate ina
51:49 ratio. The remaining rs
24,000 crore is proposed to be
raised throughcrowdfunding.
ThereportsaidthehSrline

hasbeenproposedonstandard
gaugebecauseaxle loadcanbe
reducedto15tonnesagainst25
tonnes on broad gauge, sub-
stantiallyloweringinvestment
andoperationalcosts. itadded
thatalladvancedcountriesuse
standardgauge forhigh-speed
operations,making future up-
grades and innovations easier
toadoptandhelpingindiakeep
pace with global trends and
movetowardsself-sufficiency.
The interim report said the

trainswouldhaveamaximum
design speed of 200 kmph,
maximumoperationalspeedof
180 kmph and average com-
mercial speedof 140kmph.

Senior IPSofficer’swife
dies in elephant attack
at family’s coffee estate
ExpressNewsService
Bengaluru, June6

Thewife of a senior iPS of-
ficer was killed in an elephant
attackat the family’s coffeees-
tateinKarnataka’sKodagudis-
trictonfridaymorning,bring-
ing renewed focus on the
continuing human-elephant
conflict in theregion.
Officials said that the inci-

dent occurred between 10 am
and10.15amnearKonanakatte
villagewhenSandhyaAchaya,
51,thewifeofSunilAchaya,had
gone to inspectwork at the es-
tate near Titimati along with
theestatemanageranddriver.
Awild elephant reportedly

emerged unexpectedly and
chargedatthegroup.whilethe
manageranddrivermanagedto
escape, Sandhyawas caught in
the attack and suffered severe
injuries. Shewas immediately
shifted toanearbyhospital but
succumbed toher injuries dur-
ingtreatment,officialssaid.
“A case has been registered

and an inquiry has been initi-
ated into the incident. forest
departmentofficialsarealsoin-
vestigating the circumstances
that led to the attack and the
movement of the elephant in
thearea,”BinduMani,Kodagu
SuperintendentofPolice, said.
followingtheincident,Kar-

natakaChiefMinisterDKShi-
vakumarmade a phone call to
SunilAchaya,whoisservingin

a senior position inDelhi, and
conveyedhiscondolences.De-
scribing the incidentasdeeply
tragic, Shivakumar expressed
solidarity with the bereaved
family andprayed for strength
tohelpthemcopewiththeloss.
he also said that hehad in-

structed authorities to take
necessarymeasurestoprevent
further incidents involving
wildelephants in theregion.
The latest fatality comes

amid a series of elephant at-
tacks reported from Kodagu
thisyear. inMarch,55-year-old
Jalajakshi of Valnoor village in
Kodaguwaskilledinawildele-
phantattacknearaforest-fringe
area.Thedistricthaswitnessed
severalsuchincidentsinrecent
months,promptingprotestsby
residents and farmers and re-
newed calls for measures to
curbhuman-elephantconflict.
in response, the forest De-

partment has undertaken a
rangeofmitigationmeasures,
including the installation of
railbarricades,constructionof
elephant-proof trenches,
strengtheningofsolarfencing,
deployment of elephant task
forcepersonnel, andefforts to
capture identified problem
elephants.however, residents
and plantation owners con-
tinue to express concern over
thefrequentmovementofele-
phants into coffee estates and
humansettlementsbordering
forest areas.

Govt totakeforward
DMRCproposal
afterwindingup
all stepsrelatedto
SilverLine,orK-Rail
—projectofprevious
CPI(M)regime

InKerala,Metro
manSreedharan’s
Rs60,000-cr solar
rail plangets going
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GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA
(A Central University established under the Central Universities Act, 2009, No.25 of 2009, With NAAC A’’)

KONI, BILASPUR-495 009 (C.G.) INDIA, Tel. +91-7752-260342, Fax +91-7752-260154

Ref. No. 363/Admission/Academic/26 ADMISSION NOTICE (2026-27) Bilaspur, Date-03.06.2026
Applications are invited in the prescribed form for the Admission of Working Professionals in following UG and PG programmes for Session 2026-27 in the
School of Studies of Engineering and Technology, GGV, Bilaspur under AICTE Working Professional Scheme

Name of Programme Branch Department
M. Tech. Structural Engineering Civil Engineering
Executive M. Tech AI & DS Information Technology
B. Tech. Civil Engineering Civil Engineering
B. Tech. Mechanical Engineering Mechanical Engineering
B. Tech. Computer Science & Engineering Computer Science & Engineering

The candidates fulfilling the eligibility criteria can apply for admission as per the details available on the University website https://ggu.ac.in. The last date
for submission of application is 20/06/2026. The candidates are advised to refer the detailed notification working professionals available on university website
before filling the application form. Registrar

ravikBhattacharya
Kolkata, June6

AFTeRMAKiNGsingingofthe
nationalsong,VandeMataram,
mandatoryinmadrasasacross
West Bengal on May 19, the
ChiefMinister suvenduAdhi-
kari-led government has or-
deredallDistrictMagistratesto
conduct a block-wise andmu-
nicipality-wise survey ofmad-
rasas to “obtain authentic dis-
trict-wise data” as well as
“identify any irregularities or
unlawful activities”, according
toanorder.
According toaJune5order

by the Principal secretary, De-
partment of Minority Affairs
andMadrasaheducation,toall
District Magistrates, “The
undersigned is directed to re-
quest you to undertake a
block/municipality-wise sur-
veyforcollectionandcompila-
tionofupdatedinformationre-
latingtoMadrasaheducational
institutionsfunctioningwithin
your respective jurisdictions,

including institutions that are
affiliated, recognised, regis-
tered, aided, unaided, un-reg-
istered,community-managed,
privately managed, or other-
wiseoperatingunderdifferent
educational or administrative
arrangements.”
The District Magistrates

have been asked to submit a
consolidated district report to
the department on or before
July5, theorder said.
Thesurvey,aspertheorder,

would cover government-rec-
ognised,aidedaswellasunrec-
ognised,unaided,andprivately
runmadrasasacross thestate.
The exercise is intended

“for administrative purposes”
andtomapdistrict-wisedataof
academic activities, composi-
tionofstudentsandinfrastruc-
ture, theorder said.
“The present exercise is in-

tended for administrative pur-
poses, with a view to enabling
theDepartmenttoobtainauth-
entic district-wise data regard-
ingthenature,status,academic
activities, infrastructural facil-
ities, student composition and
relatedparticularsofsuchinsti-
tutions for educational plan-
ning, child welfaremeasures
and maintenance of educa-
tionalrecords,”theorderstates.
“The exercisemay also as-

sist the Government in ident-
ifying any irregularities or un-
lawful activities, if found, and
taking corrective measures,”
theorder said.
however,theordersaidthat

the institutions should be per-
mitted to continue their aca-
demic activities during the
presentacademicsession.
“it is further clarified that

thepresentexerciseisconfined

solely to the collection and
verification of information for
administrative purposes. No
coercive/closure, or student-
displacement related action
shallbeinitiatedonthebasisof
thiscommunicationasofnow.
The institutions concerned
shall be permitted to continue
their ongoing academic activ-
itieswithoutdisruptionduring
thepresentacademicsession,”
theorder said.
Alongwith the directive, a

format has been attached for
recognised and unrecognised
madrasas, which seeks in-
formation about its location,
statusofrecognition,namesof
those in themanagement, de-
tails of students, teaching and
non-teaching staff, whether
residentialornot, and thesub-
jectsorcoursesbeing taught.
There are around 614 gov-

ernment-recognisedandaided
madrasasinBengalbutnooffi-
cial estimate of the number of
madrasasisavailableastheyare
runprivatelyorthroughvarious
boards and not attachedwith
thestategovernment.
Following the BJP govern-

ment’s May 19 order making
singing of Vande Mataram
mandatory,apetitionwasfiled
in the Calcutta high Court on
June 3, seeking that the order
bequashed.

Govtorderssurveyof
madrasas, sayswillhelp
identify irregularities

eXerCISe InTendedFor ‘AdMInISTrATIVePurPoSeS’

AsksDistrict
Magistrates to
submit report
withinJuly 5

Thepresentexercise is intendedfor
administrativepurposes,withaview

toenablingtheDepartment toobtain
authenticdistrict-wisedataregardingthe
nature, status,academicactivities,
infrastructural facilities, student
compositionandrelatedparticularsofsuch
institutions...”
Theorderonjune5

AtriMitra
Kolkata, June6

AMiDThe raging discontent
withintheTrinamoolCongress
(TMC), the party supremoand
formerWest Bengal chiefmin-
ister, Mamata Banerjee, has
been struggling to firm up a
roadmapinabidtobounceback
as anOpposition leader in the
stateandatthenational level.
As part of her efforts, Ma-

mata is set to attend the Op-
position iNDiA bloc’smeeting
scheduledforMondayinDelhi.
WhileTMCnationalgeneral

secretary Abhishek Banerjee
reached Delhi saturday, Ma-
mata is scheduled to arrive in
thenationalcapitalonsunday.
she will remain in Delhi till
Tuesday.
AccordingtoTMCinsiders,

Mamata andAbhishekwould
attend the iNDiA alliance
meetingalongwithafewsenior
partyMPs.
OnFriday,Mamataeffected

a major organisational re-
shuffle in her party, packing
it with her loyalists and party
old-timers.
Whileretaininghernephew

Abhishek as the national gen-
eral secretary despite wide-
spread criticism of his role in
the Trinamool Congress’s de-
bacle in the recent Bengal As-
sembly polls, she has ap-
pointed two joint national
secretaries—RajyasabhaMPs
DerekO’BrienandDolasen—
to assist him, signalling to the
party rebels that decisionswill
behenceforthtakenjointlyand
notunilaterallybyAbhishek.
AseniorTMCMPsaid,“Ma-

mata Banerjee already under-
stoodthatthemaindiscontent
in the party’s rank and file is
againstAbhishekBanerjee.Al-
ready, duringher organisation
reshuffle, Mamata gave space
to other seniorMPs like Derek
O’Brien andDola sen to assist
Abhishek.sheisdesperatenow
to regain her footing in the
party as well as credibility on
thenational stage.”
Ahead of the iNDiA bloc

meeting, the Congress, too, is
keepingacloseeyeontheTMC
crisis. TMC sources said Ma-
matawas trying tomeet sonia
Gandhi during her Delhi visit,
but the Gandhi family has yet
toconfirmameeting.
A senior Bengal Congress

leadersaid,“WhenMamataBa-
nerjee was in the winning
phase, she said whatever she
wanted about the Congress.
she also tried to snatch the
leadership of the iNDiA bloc
from the Congress and criti-
cised Rahul Gandhi. Now, she
should not think that during
herbadtime, theCongresswill
go away. Butwewill not stand
likeaclose friendeither.”
Trinamool leaders main-

tained that divisions have sur-
faced among the rebel MLAs
overthefutureroleoftheparty
chairperson.While the leader
oftherebelpartylegislators,Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, who was
chosenastheLeaderoftheOp-
position (LoP) in the state As-

semblybyabout60TMCMLAs
indefianceof theofficial party
line, suggested that Mamata
could remain as the “prodhan
poramorshodata (chief ad-
viser)”intheparty,someMLAs
of his group have objected to
thisproposal.
“Aleaderisacompletelydif-

ferentthing,thesupreme–what
everyonecallsaguardian.‘Prod-
han poramorshodata’ means
someonewho assists from the
outside,superficially.ifMamata
Banerjee is not kept as the su-
premepartyleader,wewillhave
torethinkthiswholething,”said
rebelMLAGulshanMullick.
sangeeta Roy Basunia,

another rebelMLA, said, “Ma-
mata Banerjee is our supreme
leader andwill remain so. she
cannotbeanadviser.sheisour
leader.”
At the same time,Mamata

has doubled down on her at-
tempts to regain support from
therebelTMCleaders.sources
said she is also trying to reach

out to the party's Muslim
MLAs, some of whom are re-
portedly uneasy about Rita-
brata’s perceived closeness to
theBJP.
Among a total of 80 TMC

MLAs elected in the 2026 As-
sembly polls, 31 areMuslims,
and the Ritabrata-led revolt
seems tohave split this bloc as
well.
several prominentMuslim

MLAs — including sabina
Yeasmin, Javed Khan and
Akhruzzaman — joined
the rebel camp and assumed
key positions in its legislative
faction.
however, old-guard leader

Firhadhakimandsomenewer
faces likeBabarAlideclined to
join the rebel camp.Mamata is
trying to use these leaders to
pacify therebels.
But Mamata may face

another revolt in her parlia-
mentaryparty,withsomeparty
leaders expecting a similar re-
bellion among Lok sabhaMPs
in the coming days. This has
promptedspeculationinpoliti-
cal circles that whileMamata
remains inDelhi for theiNDiA
blocmeeting, some TMCMPs
may then approach the Lok
sabha speaker to seek Abhis-
hek’s removal as their parlia-
mentaryparty leader.
A senior TMCMP claimed:

“When news spread that the
TMClegislativepartymaysplit,
many leaders questioned how
the rebel group organised the
supportofmorethan52MLAs.
Ultimately, it went up to 60.
similarly, intheLoksabha,the
TMChas 28MPs.We need the
supportof19MPstooustAbhis-
hekBanerjee.Youmayseethat
support may cross 20 also.
Many senior as well as first-
timeMPs and film personal-
ities, close to Abhishek Baner-
jee, all are rebelsnow.”

AsMamataarrives inDelhi toattendOppblocJune8meet,
seniorTMCleadersays thatshe isdesperate toregain
footing inpartyaswellascredibilityonthenational stage

TMCchiefMamataBanerjeemay faceanother revolt inher
parliamentarypartywith someMPsexpected todefect. PTI fIle

TanusreeBose
Kolkata, June6

The WesT Bengal sTF saturday re-
coveredamassivecacheofweaponsof17
weaponsand39roundsofcartridgesfrom
a pond adjacent to the house of a TMC
leader in sandeshkhali in the North 24
Parganasdistrict.
ThesTFconductedsearchesattheresi-

dence of TMC leaderRobinDas andhis
brotherGopal,thesurroundingareas,and
a nearby pond. Both Robin andGopal,

known to be close associates of arrested
TMCstrongmanshahjahansheikh,were
notinthearea.
“Foryearsunder theprevious regime,

suchillegalweaponswerestockpiledand
used ruthlessly to terrorise common
citizens,”CM suvenduAdhikari said ina
postonX.WhiletheBengalsTFhasyetto
releaseanofficialstatement,sourcessaid
sixpeoplehavebeenarrested.
Along with the sTF personnel, offi-

cialsfromthesandeshkhalipolicestation
andcentral forceswereat thescene.

Praisingthepolice,Adhikarisaidon X,
“Onpreciseintelligenceinputs,thespecial
Task Force (sTF) conducted extensive
raidsacrossmultiplelocationsnearsarbe-
ria Bazaar inKumrakhali, Basanti, and
sandeshkhali areas. Forceshave success-
fullyseizedamassivecacheof illegal fire-
armsandammunitionhiddenawaytodis-
rupt peace.” “This culture of violence
claimedthepreciouslivesofnumerousop-
positionpartyworkers, particularlydedi-
cated BJP Karyakartas, who stood up
againsttyranny.Thosedarkdaysareover.”

‘Aimwastoterrorisepeople’:CMonarmscacherecovery
frompondnearTMCleader’shouse inSandeshkhali

AmidTMCrebelcrisis,Mamatapins
hopesonINDIAhelp for firefighting

Kolkata
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E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of ImmovableAssets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of FinancialAssets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002 read with Provision to Rule 8 (6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice Is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Constructive/ Physical / Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the authorized officer of the bank/secured creditor, will be sold on “As is Where
is”, “As is What is” and ‘Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the bank/ secured creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantors (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

ANNEXURE-B
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

CIRCLE OFFICE KHARAGPUR SAM DEPT.

4th Floor, MS Tower 2, Near HP Petrol Pump , Atwal Real Estate, O.T. Road, Inda,
Kharagpur, Paschim Medinapur, Pin-721305, E mail: cokgpsam@pnb.bank.in

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 5,80,000.00
B) Rs. 58,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Mr.AnowarAli Khan (Account No. 199600NC0001397)
C) Borrower: Mr.AnowarAli Khan, S/o Mr. RaosanAli Khan, Village & Post – Golegram, P.S. Debra Golegram, West Bengal - 721136
Guarantor: Mr. Mofikul Rahman Khan, S/o Mr. Safikul Rahman At – Mallarpur, Mundamari, P.O. Mundamari, Dist – Paschim Medinipur,
West Bengal – 721144

A) 13.11.2018
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 19.06.2019
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 18,45,746.75 (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Forty Five
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty Six and Seventy Five Paisa
only)

Equitable Mortgage of Residential Property (incomplete house) situated at Mouza- Mallarpur, JL
No. 41, HAL LR Khatian No.155, LR Dag No.17, P.O. Mundamari, P.S. Pingala, with in Kusumda
Gram Panchayat, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, PIN 721144.Area 2.3 Dec. executed vide Gift Deed No.
I-9484/2016 in the name ofAnowarAli Khan.
Butted & Bounded By – North – Pond of Owner, South – Panchayat Road, East – Property of
Owner & Road, West – Property of Owner

1.

A) Name of Branch
B) Name of the Account

C) Name & Address of the Borrower/ Guarantors Account

Description of the Immovable Properties Mortgaged/ Owner’s name
[Mortgagors of Property(ies)]

A) Date of Demand Notice u/s 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002
B)

C) Date of Possession u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI Act, 2002
D) Nature of Possession (Symbolic/ Physical/ Constructive)

Outstanding Amount
A) Reserve Price

B) EMD
C) Bid Increase Amount

Date/ Time of
E-Auction

Details of the
encumbrances
known to the

secured creditors

Sl.
No.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com
2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. Further they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by eAuction service provider (may take 2 working days) , the intending Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer
the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD wallet by 2 working days , the intending Bidders / Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD wallet by 22.06.2026 before the e auction Date and Time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in Wallet must be
completed well in advance, before auction.
3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through 3 mode i.e NEFT/ Cash/ Transfer (after generation of challan from (https://baanknet.com) in in bidders Global EMD Wallet , NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled Commercial Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode and will be credited in
bidders e-Wallet. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online, will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money Deposited shall not bear any interest.
4. Platform (https://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction service provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Unit 1, 3rd Floor, VIOS Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East. Mumbai-400037 (Helpdesk Number +91 8291220220, Email Id:
support.BAANKNET@psballiance.com). The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website https://baanknet.com This Service Provider will also provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.
5. The Sale Notice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the following websites/ web page portal.
1) https://baanknet.com 2) https://www.pnbindia.bank.in
6. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).
7. Bidder’s e-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>=EMD amount) at the time of bidding.
8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the last bid quoted and the increase in the bid amount must be of increment amount mentioned. Ten minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid and if no higher bid is offered by any bidder after the expiry of 10 minutes to the last
highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed.
9. It is the responsibility of intending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction and follow them strictly.
10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider M/s PSBAlliance Pvt. Ltd. Details of which are available on the https://baanknet.com portal.
11. After finalization of e-Auction by theAuthorized Officer, only successful bidder will be informed by our above referred service provider through SMS/ email. (On mobile no/ email address given by them/ registered with the service provider).
12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price.
13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or not later than the next working day and the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of auction in the form of Banker's Cheque/ Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn
in favour of “The Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be forfeited to the Bank andAuthorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim
over the forfeited amount and the property.
14. Payment of sale consideration by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194- 1Aof Income TaxAct 1961 and TDS is to be made by the successful bidder only at the time of deposit of remaining 75 % of the bid amount/ full deposit of BID amount.
15. TheAuthorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/ cancel/ adjourn/ discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at anytime without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.
16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act.
17. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
18. The particulars of SecuredAssets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of theAuthorised Officer, but theAuthorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
19. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder inspect the property in consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.
20. All statutory dues/ attendant charges/ other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.
21. TheAuthorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect of properties
(E-Auctioned) not known to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.
22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall not be liable for any disruption due to internet failure, power failure or technical reasons or reasons/ contingencies affecting the e-auctions.
23. It is open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self-bid and participate in the auction. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & https://www.pnbindia.bank.in.

on 23.06.2026 at 11.30 AM to 03.30 PM
24. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
25. The sale shall be done by the undersigned through e auction platform at the website https://baanknet.com

STATUTORY 15/ 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) / 9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Date: 07.06.2026 Authorised Officer
Place: Circle Office, Kharagpur Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor, Circle Office, Kharagpur

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 44,20,000.00
B) Rs. 4,42,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Madpur (320900)
B) M/s Banerjee Fertilizer, Mr. Timir Baran Banerjee, Mr. Sisir Kumar Banerjee & Mrs. Nilima Banerjee
(Account No. 3209008700001040 & 320900NC00082429 )
C) Borrower: M/s Banerjee Fertilizer, Prop. Timir Banerjee, S/o LateAnil Kumar Banerjee, Madpur, Paschim Medinipur-721149
Mr. Timir Banerjee, S/o Late Anil Kumar Banerjee, Mouza – Madpur (Golapati Hatapara), JL No. 385, Paparara 1, Kharagpur Local,
Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal-721149
Mrs. Nilima Banerjee, W/o Timir Banerjee, Mouza – Madpur (Golapati Hatapara), JL No. 385, Paparara 1, Kharagpur Local, Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal-721149
Mr. Sisir Kumar Banerjee, S/o Late Anil Kumar Banerjee, 135, Ground Floor, Pocket 7, Sector 24, Rohini Rethala North West Delhi -
110085

A) 19.02.2025
B)

+
further interest and costs
C) 25.04.2025
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 56,44,555.19 (Rupees Fifty Six Lakh Forty Four
Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Five and Nineteen Paisa only)

Equitable Mortgage of land & building situated at Mouza– Madpur, Dist. Paschim Medinipur,
A.D.S.R.O. Kharagpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local), JL No. 385, Khatian No. RS 665, LR 876, Plot No.
671, Area 0.0675 acre / 63/4 Dec., Bastu land. The said property covered by title deed no.
1750/1998 dt. 22.04.1998 in the name of Sri Timir Baran Banerjee.
Bound & Butted by: - North: 4ft. Road, South: Sri Abhay Sarkar & Others, East: 8ft. Road, West:
Sri Nirmal Das

2.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 9,16,200.00
B) Rs. 91,620.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Pakurseni (049410)
B) Shri Barun Patra (A/c No. 049410NC00000311)
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Shri Barun Patra, Tentulia Bhumjan, Pakurseni, P.O. Narayangarh, Paschim Medinipur- 721437

A) 08.09.2025
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 28.11.2025
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 25,15,928.83 (Rupees Twenty Five Lakh Fifteen
Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty Eight and Eighty Three Paisa
only)

Equitable mortgage of land & building located at mouza- Pakurseni, J.L. No. 525, L.R. Khatian No.
2489, L.R. Plot No. 1792, Area-03 decimal, ADSR- Narayangarh in the name of Barun Patra, vide
Deed no. I-05990/2023.
Butted & Bounded By: North: 8 ft. Wide Road, South: Badal Patra, East: 8 ft. Wide Road, West:
Susanta Ghorai

3.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 11,67,000.00
B) Rs. 1,16,700.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Biswanath Mandal,Archana Mandal (A/c No. 199600NC00001616)
C) Borrower: Mr Biswanath Mandal, S/o Kartik Mandal, Vill. Darra, P.O. Birunia, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721124
Mortgagor: Mrs.Archana Mandal, W/o Biswanath Mandal, Vill. Darra, P.O. Birunia, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721124
Guarantor: Mr. Bholanath Har, S/o Mohan Har, Vill. Jamna, P.S. Pingla, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721140

A) 20.09.2019
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 12.02.2020
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 16,96,953.00 (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Ninety Six Thousand
Nine Hundred Fifty Three only)

Equitable mortgage of land & building located at Mouza- Birunia, under P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim
Midnapur, Pin-721124, vide Gift deed no. 1850/2017 dt. 19.05.2017, J.L. No. 414, KH. No. 107 L.R.
24 HAL, Plot No. 48, Area 14.00 dec. Bastu in nature in the name of Archana Mandal, W/o
Biswanath Mandal
Butted & Bounded By: North: Vacant land of Tapan Mandal, South: 10ft. wide panchayat Road,
East: H/o Bimal Patra, West: H/o Madan Patra

4.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 17,20,000.00
B) Rs. 1,72,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Belda PNB (121400)
B) Debashish Das & Tapan Das (A/c No. 121400NC00101452)
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Debashish Das, S/o Ban Bihari Das, Vill.+ Post- Kashimpur, P.S. Belda, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-
721424
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Tapan Das, S/o Ban Bihari Das, Vill.+ Post- Kashimpur, P.S. Belda, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721424

A) 13.04.2022
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 06.09.2022
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 8,98,620.00 (Rupees Eight Lakh Ninety Eight Thousand
Six Hundred Twenty only)

Equitable mortgage of land & building located at mouza- Kashimpur, under ADSR- Narayangarh
P.S. Belda, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, J.L. No. 389, Kh. no. R.S. 104, 103, 95/1, 95/2, L.R. kh. no. 207,
208, plot no. 292, HAL kh. no-. 142, Area 4.00 dec. Bastu in nature vide gift deed no. 1823/2007 dt.
12.03.2007 in the name of Debasish Das & Tapan Das.
Butted & Bounded By: North: Other Property of owner, South: Other Property of owner, East:
Property ofArabinda Das, West: Property of Jhantu Das & Road

5.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 12,00,000.00
B) Rs. 1,20,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Mr. Dipankar Paine (A/c No. 199600NC00001528)
C) Borrower: Sri Dipankar Paine, S/o Sri Sukhdeb Bihari Paine, At – Bhogpur, P.O. Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur -
721124
Guarantor: Sri Sukhdeb Bihari Paine, S/o Sri Goshtha Paine, At – Bhogpur, P.O. Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur -
721124

A) 20.09.2019
B)

+ further interest and
costs
C) 27.01.2021
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 18,34,349.00 (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Thirty Four
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Nine only)

Equitable Mortgage of Land & Building situated at Mouza- Bhogpur, P.S. Debra, Plot No. 37, Khatian
No. 47-RS & 833 – HAL, JLNo. 440, under Deed No. 808/2017,Area 02.00 Dec. (Bastu).
Butted & Bounded By: North: Property of Bhabani Singha, South: Common Passage, East:
Property of Basudeb Paine, West: Property of Rabi Paine

6.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 10,00,000.00
B) Rs. 1,00,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Sk. Hasibul Rahaman (A/c No. 199600NC00001458)
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Sk Hasibul Rahaman, S/o Sk Abdul Majid, at- Mohanpur, P.O. Mundumari, P.S. Pingla, Dist. Paschim
Midnapore, PIN-721140
Guarantor: Mrs Salma Bibi, W/o Sk Hasibul Rahaman, at- Mohanpur, P.O. Mundumari, P.S. Pingla, Dist. Paschim Midnapore, PIN-
721140

A) 03.04.2019
B)

+ further interest and
costs
C) 20.06.2019
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 27,79,425.00 (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakh Seventy Nine
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty Five only)

Residential Property at Vill. & Mouza- Mohanpur, JL No. 42, LR Khatian No. 32, HAL LR Khatian No.
449, LR Dag No. 276, P.O. Mundumari, P.S. Pingla, within Jamna GP, Dist. Paschim Medinipur-
721140 in the name of Sk Hasibul Rahaman, executed vide RSD No. I-558/2015 dated
24.02.2015,Area 4 Dec.
Description ofAdjoining Properties: -
North: Nazrul Khan, South: Sk Sabbir, East: SkAbdul Majid, West: Panchayat Road

7.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 16,00,000.00
B) Rs. 1,60,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Keshiary (232200)
B) Manik Kumar Maity (A/c Nos. 2322008700007810, 232200EG00000209, 232200IL00000187, 1630008800036559)
C) Borrower: Mr. Manik Kumar Maity, Vill. /P.O.Amda, Talbandh, P.S. Keshiary, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721133
Guarantor: Mr. Shaktipada Das, Vill. /P.O.Amda, Talbandh, P.S. Keshiary, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721133

A) 18.05.2023
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 13.12.2023
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 66,81,389.93 (Rupees Sixty Six Lakh Eighty One
Thousand Three Hundred Eighty Nine and Ninety Three Paisa
only)

Equitable Mortgage of Land & Building Situated at Mouza- Talband, Vill. Talband, P.O. Amda,
A.D.S.R.O. Kharagpur, P.S.: Keshiary, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, PIN-721133. Vide Deed No. 3736,
Dated 09.07.1999 executed in the name of Mr. Manik Kumar Maity, S/o Shyamapada Maity
consisting of RS & LR Plot No. 273 & 274, JL No. 162, Kh No. 78/4 Modifies LR Khatian No. 78/4
bearing area 9.5 Dec. TotalArea being 9.5 Dec. out of which converted to Bastu
Boundaries: North: Shyampada Maity, South: Road, East: Bhupati Maity, West: Road

8.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 1,15,33,500.00
B) Rs. 11,53,350.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Inda, Kharagpur (168710)
B) Sujit Mahapatra, Proprietor of Dhan Bhandar & Sukesh Mahapatra (Proprietor of Maa Kali Bastralaya) (A/c Nos.
16874015003127, 16876015001774 & 168710NC00000653, 16874015000509)
C) Borrower: M/s Dhan Bhandar (Proprietor- Sujit Mahapatra), Village & Post- Makrampur Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, District- Paschim
Medinipur, Pin-721437
Proprietor: Mr. Sujit Mahapatra, S/o Sukesh Mahapatra, Village & Post- Rampura Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, District- Paschim
Medinipur, Pin-721437
Mortgagor cum Guarantor: Mr. Sukesh Mahapatra, S/o Bimalendu Mahapatra, Village & P.O. Makrampur Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh,
District- Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721437
M/s Maa Kali Bastralaya, Proprietor- Sukesh Mahapatra, Village & Post- Makrampur Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, District- Paschim
Medinipur, Pin-721437

Name of Account: Dhan Bhandar
Account No. 16874015003127
A) 10.09.2025 B)
C) 20.11.2025 D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 20,74,004.66

Rs. 27,75,029.56

Rs. 47,74,679.00

Name of Account: Sukesh Mahapatra
Account Nos. 16876015001774 & 168710NC00000653
A) 20.11.2025 B)
C) 28.01.2026 D) Symbolic Possession
Name of Account: Maa Kali Bastralaya
Account No. 16874015000509
A) 20.11.2025 B)
C) 28.01.2026 D) Symbolic Possession
TOTAL OUTSTANDING AMOUNT: Rs. 96,23,713.22 (Rupees
Ninety Six Lakh Twenty Three Thousand Seven Hundred
Thirteen and Paisa Twenty Two only)

Equitable mortgage of land & building located at mouza- Gabindapur Brahmansasan, under P.S.
Narayangarh, District- Paschim Medinipur, J.L. No. 254, & Mouza- Makrampur, J.L. No. 254, R.S.
khatian No. 1/15, L.R. khatian No. 118/2, HALKhatian no. 199, Plot no. 19, R.S. Khatian No. 48, L.R.
Khatian No. 163 & 52, Hal LR Khatian No. 404, Plot No. 13, Deed No. 6748 dated 22.12.2009, Deed
No. 2381 dated 12.05.2009, Deed No. 1946 dated 02.04.2012, Area- 05 decimal bastu in Nature in
the name of Sukesh Mahapatra.
Butted & Bounded By: North: Property of Santanu & Atanu Mishra, South: House of Rima
Mahapatra, East: NH 16, West: Vacant land of owner & Bablu Manna

9.

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 27,90,000.00
B) Rs. 2,80,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Mr. Ranjan Garu & Mrs.Anima Garu (A/c No. 199600NC00001139 )
C) Borrower: Mr. Ranjan Garu & Mrs. Anima Garu, Village- Gotgeria, P.O. Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Jamna, Dist.
Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal (721124)

Equitable Mortgage of property located at Mouza- Gourangapur under P.S. Debra, having JL No.
429, Khatian No. Hal: 46 & LR Khatian No. 202, Plot No. 110, Area- 03.25 Dec. (Bastu) in the name
of Mrs.Anima Garu, W/o Shri Ranjan Garu.
Bounded by: On the North: Vacant land of Swadesh Jana, On the South: Vacant land of
Shyampada Shit, On the East: Panchayat Road, On the West: Vacant land of Supriya Sur

10. A) 27.08.2018
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 30.01.2019
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 24,01,894.00 (Rupees Twenty Four Lakh One Thousand
Eight Hundred Ninety Four only)

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 16,00,000.00
B) Rs. 1,60,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

Equitable Mortgage of Land & Building situated at Mouza- Safiabad, JL No. 202, IR Khatian 242,
Modified Khatian No. 292, Plot No. 72 having total area 0.0809 acre, under Kharagpur local police
station, village Safiabad & P.O. Matkatpur, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, in the name of Nalini Ranjan
SamantaAlias Kanai Lal Samanta executed vide sale deed no. 2812 dated 22.05.2012.
Butted & Bounded By: North: Sudhir Mahesh, South: Vendors Land & Land of Harendra Nath
Mondal, East: 6 Feet Road, West: Vendors Land

11. A) 02.02.2016
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 30.03.2017
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 14,60,222.00 (Rupees Fourteen Lakh Sixty Thousand
Two Hundred Twenty Two only)

A) Kharagpur EOBC (168710)
B) M/s Samanta Hardware, Prop. Lal Mohan Samanta (A/c No. 16874015000685)
C) Borrower: M/s Samanta Hardware, Prop. Lal Mohan Samanta, Village – Safiabad, P.O. Matkatpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local) Paschim
Medinipur, Pin – 721305
Proprietor: Shri Lal Mohan Samanta, Village – Safiabad, P.O. Matkatpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local) Paschim Medinipur, Pin – 721305
Guarantor & Mortgagor: Shri Nalini Ranjan Samanta Alias Kanai Lal Samanta, S/o Gorachand Samanta, Village – Safiabad, P.O.
Matkatpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local) Paschim Medinipur, Pin – 721305

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 11,70,000.00
B) Rs. 1,17,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

Equitable Mortgage of land & building located at Mouza- Chakchandpal under P.S. Sabang having
JL No. 162, LR Khatian No. 418 & RS Khatian No. 122, Plot No. 54 Area- 07.00 Dec. (Bastu) & 57,
Area- 04.00 Dec. (Bastu), vide Partition Deed No. 4617/1989 in the name of Mr. Sanjay Kumar
Ghorai, S/o Narendra Nath Ghorai.

12. A) 05.07.2021
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 10.11.2021
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 17,81,052.00 (Rupees Seventeen Lakh Eighty One
Thousand Fifty Two only)

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Sanjay Ghorai (A/c No. 199600NC00001670)
C) Borrower: Sanjay Kumar Ghorai, S/o Narendra Nath Ghorai, Vill. Chakchandpal, P.O. Kalasbarh, P.S. Sabang, Dist. Paschim
Medinipur, West Bengal – 721467

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 35,23,500.00
B) Rs. 3,52,400.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

Equitable mortgage of land & building located at Mouza- Thakurchak, under P.S. Debra, having J.L.
No. 427, Parcha kh. no. 94, L.R. KH. No. 198, plot no. 16, area 5.25 dec. Bastu in nature vide deed
no. 4137/2011, dt. 02.11.2021, in the name of Rampada Jana, s/o Late Kartik Chandra Jana
Butted & Bounded By: North: Krista Das, South: Road, East: Haripada Jana, West: Tara pada
Jana

13. A) 11.10.2023
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 18.03.2024
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 9,97,992.00 (Rupees Nine Lakh Ninety Seven Thousand
Nine Hundred Ninety Two only)

A) Hamirpur (118920)
B) Santu Jana & Ram Pada Jana (A/c No. 1189210031426)
C) Borrower: Mr. Santu Jana, S/o Rampada Jana, Vill. Thakurchak, Post- Balichak, P.S. Balichak, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721124
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Rampada Jana, S/o Lt. Kartik Chandra Jana, Vill. Thakurchak, Post- Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist.
Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721124

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 4,90,000.00
B) Rs. 50,000.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

Residential Property (Incomplete Residential House) situated at Vill. 7 Mouza- Baitabarh, JL No.
352, LR Khatian No. 13, HAL LR Khatian No. 78. LR Dag No. 6, P.O. Shyamchak, P.S. Debra within
Debra 2 No. GP, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, PIN-721301 in the name of Mrs. Radha Rani Dey,
executed vide Title Deed I-9415 dated 12.10.1988,Area 29 Dec. out of which 10 Dec. (Bastu).
Boundaries: North: Property of the Owner, South: Pond, East: Property of Rabindra Nayar, West:
Property ofAchinta Chakraborty

14. A) 16.11.2018
B)

+ further interest and
costs
C) 19.06.2019
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 27,89,525.00 (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakh Eighty Nine
Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Five only)

A) Jamna (199600)
B) Susanta Dey (A/c No. 199600NC00001412)
C) Borrower: Mr. Susanta Dey, Vill. & P.O. Baitabarh, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Jamna, Dist. Midnapore, WB-721140
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Smt. Radharani Dey, W/o Lakshmi Kanta Dey, at- Baitabarh, P.O. Shyamchak, Dist. West Midnapore

Not Known to Bank

23.06.2026
11.30 AM to
03.30 PM

A) Rs. 24,39,900.00
B) Rs. 2,43,990.00
C) Rs. 10,000.00

Equitable mortgage of land & Building located at mouza- Chaulia, P.S. Dantan, District- Paschim
Medinipur, J.L. No. 88, Sabek Khatian No. 276/1, Sabek L.R. Khatian No. 1654, R.S. & L.R. Plot No.
1356, Appearing Computerized Khatian No. 2770, Area- 08 decimal, in the name of Swapan
Kumar Dey, vide Deed no. 363/2010.
Butted & Bounded By: North: Rekha Rani Das, South: Ratna Maity, East: Plot No.-2845, West:
8 ft. Dhalai Road

15. A) 29.08.2025
B)

+ further interest and costs
C) 25.11.2025
D) Symbolic Possession

Rs. 6,75,402.00 (Rupees Six Lakh Seventy Five Thousand
Four Hundred Two only)

A) Nekurseni (148300)
B) Mr. Swapan Kumar Dey (A/c No. 1483009300003045)
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Shri Swapan Kumar Dey, Dhanhalia, P.S. Dantan, District- Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal-721426
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Date : 06.06.2026

Place: Jalpaiguri
Authorised Officer

Central Bank of India

BRANCH : JALPAIGURI

Sri Bainab Ghosh,
Son of Late Manash Ghosh
Resident of Gomosto Para, P.S.- Kotwali
P.O. & Dist- Jalpaiguri, West Bengal- 735101

Mrs. Ananya Sengupta Ghosh
W/o- Sri Bainab Ghosh,
Son of Late Manash Ghosh
Resident of Gomosto Para, P.S.- Kotwali
P.O. & Dist- Jalpaiguri, West Bengal- 735101

The undersigned holding the post of Chief Manager in his capacity of the Authorised Officer of Central Bank of
India under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest, 2002 (hereinafter
called the 'SARFAESIAct', for the sake of brevity) hereby issues this notice to you as follows:

You are aware that at your request, you have been granted by Central Bank of India (hereinafter called 'Bank', through its
Jalpaiguri Branch, financial assistance as detailed columns 2 to 3 of ScheduleAhereto.

The said financial assistance was sanctioned, inter alia, against security interest created in favour of Bank by executing, inter

alia, security documents in the manner as detailed/mentioned in Schedule 'B' along with details of property.

That you did not operate the account and did not repay the dues of bank as per the terms of sanction and consequently, your

account was classified a non performing asset w.e.f 18.02.2026 in accordance with the applicable guidelines issued by
Reserve Bank of India from time to time. In spite of repeated requests by Bank, you have failed to repay the dues of bank.

The facility wise details of the amount due from you are mentioned in columns 4 to 9 of Schedule A hereto. The total amount
due against you being the sum total of all the amounts due under various financial facilities, as detailed in columns 4 to 9 of

schedule A hereto, comes to Rs.12,96,110.29 (Rupees Twelve Lakhs Ninety Six Thousand One hundred Ten and Twenty

Nine paisa only) and you have defaulted in repayment of the entire said amount.

Therefore, you are hereby called upon under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, to discharge your liabilities in full by

paying the entire amount due being Rs.12,96,110.29 (Rupees Twelve Lakhs Ninety Six Thousand One hundred Ten and

Twenty Nine paisa only) with further interest at the applicable rate/s of interest mentioned in the Schedule A from the

date of notice 21/05/2026 till the date of full and final payment along with incidental expenses, charges and costs

recoverable from you as per terms of contract and/or as per law, within sixty days from the date of this notice.

lf you fail to repay to the Bank the total dues which you have been called upon to pay here in above the Bank will exercise all or
any of the rights available to it under the provisions of the SARFAESIAct read with the Rules framed thereunder.

You are also put on notice that in terms of Section 13(13), you are legally bound not to transfer the secured assets detailed in

Schedule 'B', by way of sale, or otherwise, without obtaining prior written consent of the bank.

Your attention is also drawn to Section 29 of SARFAESI Act which provides that any contravention of provisions of this
SARFAESIAct amounts to an offence punishable with imprisonment up to one year or fine or both.

This notice of demand is issued without prejudice to and shall not be construed as waiver of any other rights or remedies which
the bank has already exercised and/ or may exercise, including any legal action for recovery of the said dues and also for further
demands for the sum that may be found /fall due and payable by you to us.

Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002 in respect of time available to you to
redeem the secured assets.

Sub: Demand Notice under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002

TO THE BORROWER/GRUARANTOR.

Schedule-'C'
(Detailed description of the secured asset/ Mortgaged Property/ Hypothecated Goods)

Immovable asset:
All that piece and parcel of land measuring about 0.04 acres comprised in R.S Khatian No.17168 & 1370 corresponding
to L. R. Khatian No. 3072 appertaining to R.S. Plot No. 2337 corresponding to L.R. Plot No. 2445, Mouza- Kharia, Sheet
No. 26, JL No.7, P.S.-Kotwali, Dist- Jalpaiguri over which a two storied Pucca residential building of 500 square feet on
each floor with Pucca roof on the ground Floor and tine shed on the first floor and which is butted and bounded by-
On the North : House of Manash Ghosh, On the South : House of Gopal Banik, On the East : 10 ft. wide Pucca
Road, On the West : Land of Manash Ghosh
Movable asset
Detailed description of all Hypothecated movable assets-N/A

Schedule- 'A'
Details of financial facilities sanctioned and availed AND the details of the amount due

Type of financial facility sanctioned and availed – Cent Mortgage Rs. 25,50,000.00 LoanAccount Number- 4006780052

Amount of the financial facility sanctioned –Rs. 25,50,000.00

Total amount of ledger balance outstanding on the date of notice- Rs. 12,41,930.29

The date up to which the interest has been charged in the ledger: 31/01/2026

Amount of interest EXCLUDING PENAL INTEREST, if any, from the date the interest was last charged in the ledger Rs.

53209.00 to the date of notice.

Rate of interest with periodicity of compounding at which amount in column (6) has been calculated- 11.20 %

Amount of penal interest charged without compounding from the date the penal interest was last charged up to date of

notice – Rs. 971.00

Incidental expenses, charges, and costs, if any, as per law/terms of sanction-Nil

Total amount due up to the date of noticed Rs.12,96,110.29

Schedule- 'B'
(Details of Security Documents executed by the borrower)

Date and nature of document (mortgage deed/ deeds/ hypothecation deed/ deeds etc.) by which the assets mentioned in
Column 1 of this table are secured. ln case of equitable mortgage, give particulars of EM.

Original Title Deed No. I/4478 Dated.18/12/2015 (Executed by Sri Bainab Ghosh)
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TanusreeBose
Kolkata, June6

launCHIng a scathing at-
tack, Chief Minister suvendu
adhikari on saturday alleged
that West Bengal’s “demog-
raphy has changed” because
thepreviousMamataBanerjee-
ledtrinamoolCongress(tMC)
regime kept “the Bangladesh
border open for their vote
bank”politics.
at a programme on ‘sana-

tan consciousness and the
awakening of Ram Rajya’ in
Kolkata, adhikari referred to
protestsagainsttheCitizenship
(amendment)act in2019,say-
ing, “In the last fewyears,Ben-
galhassufferedduetoappease-
ment politics… law and order
had deteriorated… In 2019
whentheCaawasannounced,
therewereatrocitiesacrossthe
state, starting fromMurshida-
bad…thesafetyofourcountry
waschallenged.”
“In the border, 600 km of

landshouldhavebeengivento
theBordersecurityForce(BsF)
by the previous government,
but for their vote bank
(politics),theykepttheBangla-
desh border open and today
Bangladeshi infiltrators have
changed the demography of
Bengal. For Durga Puja, Kali
puja, Ramnavami and other
Hindu festivals, people had to
gototheHighCourttoseekper-
mission to celebrate it. I have
not yet completed a month
since taking the oath (as chief
minister) but change has al-
ready arrived… You all
havegivenmethe responsibil-
ity to stop all anti-social activ-
itiesandIwill fulfil therespon-
sibility.”
earlier intheday, following

a meeting at nabanna, the
Chief Minister directedWest
BengalDirectorgeneral of Po-

lice(DgP)tosetupaspecialcell
toinvestigatethedestructionof
public properties during the
2019Caaprotests.Hesaidthat
thecostofdamagedtrainsand
other state assets will be re-
covered from the funds and
properties of thosewhowould
be foundresponsible.
sources said that the pri-

maryfocusoftheinvestigation
wouldbedistrictswhere large-
scale vandalismwas reported,
especially Murshidabad and
partsofHowrah.
sources said that with the

new unit, the administration
intendstotrackdownthosein-
volved in arson, looting, and
vandalism of trains and sta-
tions. the government will
legally recover the cost of pub-
lic property destruction from
theaccused,andmightevenat-
tach or sell off properties, if
necessary, sourcessaid.
During his address, adhi-

karisaidBengal’syouthshould
know howWest Bengal came
intoexistence.
“We got our Independence

onaugust15,1947…freedomat
midnight. Before that, there
was a long struggle. the presi-
dent of the Muslim league,
Muhammad ali Jinnah, de-
mandedthatthewholeofBen-
gal bemerged with Pakistan.
then the protest began. On
april 4, 1947, syama Prasad
MukherjeeheldtheHinduMa-
hasamelan in tarakeswar. He
saidthisisaHinduBengaliand
HinduhomelandwithaHindu
majority andwewill not go to
an Islamic country. thenBen-
galwasborn.”
DescribingBengalasthena-

tion’s “cultural capital”, adhi-
kariurgedbusinessestoinvest,
saying that “political violence
and appeasement politics are
in thepast”.
thanking the voters of

Bhabanipur constituency,
wherehedefeatedMamataBa-
nerjee in the assembly elec-
tions, adhikari said, “In Bhab-
anipur, you all have done
wonders. the goons have fled,
and those who are left, leave
them to me… we will revive
Bhabanipur.”

TMCgovt leftBanglaborderopen,
changedBengaldemography:CM
Govt setsupcell
toprobe into
2019CAAprotest
‘vandalism’

AtriMitra
Kolkata, June6

WestBengalCM suvendu
adhikari announcedsaturday
thatrailwayprojectsworthover
Rs 1 lakh crore will be under-
taken in the state following a
meetingwithRailwayMinister
ashwiniVaishnawatnabanna
withthelattertargetingthepre-
vioustMC regimeforallegedly
delaying several railway and
Metroprojects.
after arriving in Kolkata,

VaishnawtookaMetroride,re-
viewed various railway pro-
jects, and then travelled in an
autorickshawtomeetadhikari.
addressingajointpresscon-

ferencealongwiththeCMatna-
banna, Vaishnaw underlined
that “now you (adhikari) can
work.Forsomanyyears,devel-
opmentworkwasstoppedhere.”
adhikari directed the Dis-

trict Magistrates to come up
with a “calendar” indicating
whenlandrequiredforrailway
projects canbehandedover to
the Railways to avoid delay in
implementation. He said that

withthecooperationofthecen-
tral government, every corner
ofWestBengalwillnowbecon-
nected to theRailwaymap.
an investment plan of Rs 1

lakh crorewas finalised at the
meetingwithVaishnaw,theCM
said.aspartofthedevelopment
plan, 102stations inBengalwill
beredevelopedasamritBharat
stations. Vaishnaw assured
therewillbenofundshortagefor
thisproject. Ithasalsobeende-
cided that 538 flyovers and
underpasseswillbeconstructed
across the state to ease traffic
congestion,adhikarisaid.
accusingtheprevioustMC

dispensation led byMamata
Banerjeeof“non-cooperation”
that has “deprived people of
Bengalofrailwayfacilities”,the
CM said, “the state has now
begun to reap benefits of the
double-engine government.
approval has already been
grantedfor61newrailwaypro-
jects in the state. If these pro-
jects are implemented, there
will be a revolutionary trans-
formation in the railway con-
nectivity systeminbothnorth

andsouthBengal.”
Heblamed the earlier tMC

government for takingCentre-
state relations to a “very diffi-
cult stage”. “Just as we have
provided land to the BsF to
strengthenborder security,we
will similarly provide land to
theRailwaysforprojectsacross
WestBengal,”adhikari said.
Vaishnawalso accused the

previous tMCgovernment of
delaying several railway and
Metroprojects.CitingtheMetro
project inChingrighata,he said
thatwork on a key stretchwas
delayed due to court battles.
“Projects valued at aroundRs
1.02 lakhcrorehavebeenpend-
ing implementation for a long
time...Youmayrecallthecaseof
themetro project at Chingrig-
hata, where the tMC govern-
mentpursued legal challenges
all the way to the supreme
Court,”Vaishnawsaid.
“the support of the state

government, particularly in
mattersrelatingtolandacquisi-
tionandclearances,willhelpus
execute projectsmuch faster,”
hesaid.

RailwayMinisterAshwiniVaishnawwithCMSuvenduAdhikari at state secretariat, Saturday. PTI

AfterVaishnawmeet, Suvendu:
Rs 1 lakh-crRlyprojects for state

Kolkata
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GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES
CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office: Block No. 14/1,

Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar
Ph. 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

TENDER NOTICE NO:GMSCL/D-29/2026-27

Tendersare invitedonline fromreputedManufacturers/formulators/Direct

importers for Liquid Medical Oxygen (06 Zone) on Rate contract basis

and details of specification, quantity is available on,

https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in All tender documents can be downloaded

free on the website:https://tender.nprocure.com Interested bidders are

requested to submit the tender through e-tender process.

Duration of downloading of tender document (online):-06/06/2026 to

22/06/2026 up to 18.00 Hrs

Last date for Submission (online): 22/06/2026 up to 18-00 HRS

Last date for submission of EMD/Tender Fee (Physical): 23/06/2026 upto

18:00 HRS

Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 24/06/2026 At 15-00 HRS.

Pre-Consultation meeting (Pre-Bid)

Interested Manufactures/formulators/Direct Importers are requested to

remain present for pre- Consultation meeting to be held on 12/06/2026 at

11.30 am at Committee room at above mentioned address. Only one

representative from each Manufacturer carrying authority letter would be

allowed to participate in the pre-bid.

INF-517-2026-27 MANAGING DIRECTOR

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Letter No. 2570 Date: 03/06/2026
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH GePNIC e_Procurement Notice

25001/305/2627

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of
Tender on-line
for bidding

Last Date &
Time of seeking

tender
clarification

Date & Time of
opening of
tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction

Engineer, Rural Works
Circle, Sunabeda

CCERWCSBD -
Online -

22/2026-27

10.06.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

30.06.2026
up to

5.00 P.M.

29.06.2026
up to

2.00 P.M.

01.07.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

To be
intimated
separately

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer

Rural Works Circle, SunabedaOIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0031

1. Name of the Work : Construction of Road Works - 02 Nos.

2. Class of Contractor : “A” Class & Special Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authority.

3. Estimated Cost : Various from Rs.466.36 Lakhs to Rs.851.34 Lakhs (Approximately).
4. Details Projects : As per Annexure attached.

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in

6. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site.

SSAALLUUTTEE TTHHEE SSOOLLDDIIEERR
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HEAD CONSTABLE HARI SINGH, PMG 79 BN BSF
18.07.1949-07.06.1984

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
Force remember its gallant Jawan Head Constable
Hari Singh on his Balidan Diwas. On 04th June 1984,
he sustained grievous bullet injuries while fighting

militants in Amritsar, Punjab. He fought bravely but later succumbed
to his injuries at General hospital, Amritsar on 07th June 1984. His
sacrifice and gallant action have been aptly recognized by GOI by
awarding him with PMG (Posthumously).

Director General and
all Ranks of Border
Security Force
remember its gallant
Jawans Constables
Rajender Singh,
Virender and Dalbir
Singh on their
Balidan Diwas. On
this day, they
sustained grievous
injuries, while
fighting with

militants in area of Gajna Kopra Top, Jammu and madeultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty.

CONSTABLE
RAJENDER

SINGH
108 BN BSF
14.08.1977-
07.06.2000

CONSTABLE
VIRENDER
108 BN BSF
11.03.1972-
07.06.2000

CONSTABLE
DALBIR SINGH

108 BN BSF
01.07.1968-
07.06.2000

TanusreeBose
Kolkata, June6

A sPeCIAl court saturday
grantedtheNIA14-daycustody
of former TMC MlA saokat
MollaarrestedinonFridaycon-
nection with the Bhangar
bombblastcase.
The Kolkata City sessions

Courthasalsoorderedthat the
mobile phones of the other ac-
cused can be sent for forensic
testing to investigateanycom-
munications that may have
taken place between saokat
andtheotheraccused.
TheNIAproducedsaokatat

the court amid tight security
saturdaymorning.
AppearingforsaokatMolla,

Advocate suman Das sub-
mitted,“Thecasewasstartedon
thebasisofoneAsadulMondal’s
statement saying he heard a
blastandinformedthelocalpo-
licestation.TheFIRwasagainst
unknown persons; some ac-
cusedwerearrested.Duringthe
bombblast he [saokat] was an
MlAwithZplussecuritysoit is
notpossibletodosuchathing.”
Hesaid,“InNIA’sreportitis

just statedhewasarrestedand
mobile seized and sent for
forensic. He is not connected
withtheblast,hewasathisresi-
dence which wasmiles away
andhadnoinformationregard-
ing theblast.”
On theotherhand, theNIA

counsel shyamal Ghosh sub-
mitted, “Three persons ar-
rested; one in police custody
and two in judicial custody.
Molla was arrested yesterday.
At this early stage we require
himfor investigation.Theper-
sonsmakingthebombandthe

involvement of this person
[saokat] is there. He was very
much involved, and the ac-
cused have followed the in-
structions of the accused.We
haveseizedthemobilephones
for investigation; also the pen
drivehasbeenrecovered.Molla
isaninfluentialperson…ifheis
released he will tamper with
evidence and also try to in-
fluencewitnesses.”
TheNIAhadbeen tracking

saokat for a long time in con-
nectionwiththeBhangarblast
case, and hewas officially de-
clared an absconder two days
ago. There are allegations that
saokat had planned to flee to
Bangladeshduringthisperiod.
Hewas spotted near Chonak-
hali, close to the International
Border in the south 24 Parga-
nasdistrict.
local residents recognised

himandbeganprotesting,forc-
ing saokat to turn his car
around. later on Friday night,
hewasarrested fromtheRuby

area. sources claimhewas on
hiswaytotheNIAofficetosur-
render when he was inter-
cepted and arrested along the
routebyNIAofficers.
early on saturday, pro-

testers raised slogans against
saokatMolla outside the NIA
officeinNewTown.Manywere
spotted with fish and eggs in
their hands, while somewere
seendancingtoasongwiththe
lyrics ‘machhchor’ (fishthief).
Meanwhile, someBJPwor-

kersalsostagedprotestsagainst
saokatonthecourtpremises.
On saturday afternoon,

chaosensuedwhentheNIAve-
hicle carrying saokat left the
court to take the accused for a
medical examination at a Bid-
hannagarhospital.Uponspot-
ting the NIA vehicle, the pro-
testers chased it and some
startedbangingonthecarwin-
dows. Meanwhile, slogans of
“chor,chor” (thief)wereraised
as officials escorted saokat
underheavypolicesecurity.

Bhangarblast:NIA
gets14-daycustodyof
TMCex-MLASaokat

NIAofficials escort TMCformerMLASaokatMollawhowas
producedbeforeacourt inKolkata, Saturday. PArtHAPAul

Kolkata:TheWestBengal gov-
ernmenthasaskedtheKMCto
explain why its board should
not be dissolved, issuing a
show-causenotice after senior
TMC leader FirhadHakim re-
signedasmayoronFriday.
The Urban Development

andMunicipal Affairs Depart-
ment served a show-cause no-
tice on the KMC under provi-
sionsof theKolkataMunicipal
Corporation Act, 1980, direc-
ting it to explain within three
dayswhy action should not be
initiatedagainstthecivicbody.
In the notice, BJP govern-

ment contendedKMCwas fail-
ing todischarge its obligations
towards residents and that the
mayor’s resignation could ad-
verselyaffectitsfunctioning.Of-
ficials said copies of thenotice
weresenttomunicipalcommis-
sioner,municipalsecretaryand
otherauthoritiesconcerned.PTI

AfterFirhad’sexit,
govtnoticeto
KMCaskswhy
boardshouldnot
bedissolved

Spellofrelief
Aspell of showerbrings relief amid scorchingheat inKolkata,
Saturday. ExPrESS

TheIMDhasforecastheavyrain-
fall, accompaniedbythundersto-
rmsand lightning, inpartsofWest
Bengalover thenextsevendays.

KolKaTaMay seebrief but in-
tense spells of rain, particularly
during theafternoonandevening.
heavyraInwarning issued for

Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri,
Alipurduar andCoochBehar
districts from June 7onward.

Inhowrah,HooghlyNorth
&South 24Parganas, thunder-
stormsaccompaniedby light-
ning,winds reaching40-50
kmphare likely in comingdays.

Kolkata
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At theaccident site inPunjab’s FerozepuronSaturday. PTI

PunJAb

9killedas truckramsvehicle in
Ferozepur, exgratiaannounced
NINePeoPle, includingfourwomenandaminorgirl,were
killedand18others injuredwhenapick-upvehicle theywere
travelling incollidedwithatrucknearJangaWalaMouron
theFerozepur-Fazilkaroadonsaturday.PrimeMinister
NarendraModiexpressedgriefovertheincidentand
announcedanex-gratiaofrs2 lakhfromthePrimeMinister
NationalreliefFund(PMNrF)for thenextofkinofeachde-
ceasedandrs50,000for injured.Asmanyas32persons, in-
cludingwomenandchildren,weregoingfromJalalabadto
Beas inAmritsar to immersetheashesofarelative inthe
Beasriver,whentheirvehiclemetwithanaccident. ENS

Kotapriest
hacked todeath
inmonastery
APrIesTinrajasthan’s
Kotadistrictwasmurdered
afterunidentifiedassailants
allegedlystormedamonas-
tery lateFridaynightand
repeatedlystabbedhim
whilehewasasleep.The
killingof35-year-oldDeva-
nandMaharajof theChan-
dresalMathtriggeredpro-
testsbyreligious leaders.
AsPsubhashChandrasaid
theattack tookplacearound
midnightat theChandresal
Math.MahantDevanand
Maharaj,headof theMaya-
puriAkhadawhohadbeen
livingat theMathfor the
past fouryears,was found
critically injured inapoolof
blood.Hewasrushedto the
hospital,wherehedied
duringtreatment. ENS

Kerala school
students suffer
foodpoisoning
KerAlAAgrICulTure
MinisterTsiddiquesaid
saturday thatasmanyas 121
studentsofanaidedschool
inWayanadwere foundto
besuffering fromfoodpoi-
soningwith78of them
under treatment invarious
hospitals.Theminister told
reporters that studentsof
MarBaseliosAidedupper
PrimaryschoolatKoilady
inWayanaddistrictwere
foundtobesuffering from
fever, chills anddiarrhea
due to foodpoisoning.He
said that samplesof the
foodprovidedat theschool
and thewater fromitswells
havebeensent for testing
andonce the results come,
thesourceof the food
poisoningcanbe found. PTI

Congress silent,
its allies support
CJP’sprotest

drishti Jain
NewDelhi, June6

ATAprotest aimed at the gov-
ernment,educationreformac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk
thankedthestateforlettingthe
agitationproceed.
Addressing the CJP's dem-

onstrationoverexaminationir-
regularitiesatJantarMantaron
Saturday, Wangchuk, while
credited the state, called it “a
majorachievement”and“avic-
tory for india and even for the
government”.
Thegovernment,henoted,

had not stopped the protest.
“We hope going forward also
this government allows such
creative, constructive ex-
pressions,”headded.
With hundreds of students

andelderlysupporterspresent,

Wangchuk said, “i would call
thisanappealratherthanapro-
test. We are not fond of pro-
tests... we have come tomake
an appeal. in a respectful
democracy,wehopewedonot
have to raise slogans to be
heard.”
education,hesaid,was"the

firstrequirement,"andthesys-
temneeded correction so that
students in both cities and vil-
lages received justice.
Themovement, he hoped,

would not "remain limited to
examinationsalone"butleadto
systemic reforms. “The foun-
dation of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ lies
not in Delhi’s private schools
but in schools located in vil-
lages,” he said, adding that
childrenofallelectedrepresen-
tativesshouldstudyingovern-
mentschools.

A ‘thank-you’, anda
wordof caution from
SonamWangchuk

Tocut landsliderisks,NHAI installs slope
drainpipesystemonKalka-Shimlastretch

AheAdofmonSoonInhImAChAlPRAdeSh

SaurabhParashar
Shimla, June6

in A major effort to reduce
landslideincidentsaheadofthe
monsoon season, thenational
highways Authority of india
(nhAi) has introduced a slope
drainagepipesystemat83vul-
nerablepointsalongthe85km-
longKalka-Shimlanh-5,oneof
themost landslide-prone road
corridorsinhimachalPradesh.
The intervention, which is

nearingcompletion,formspart
of the ongoing slope stabilisa-
tion project being carried out
between Parwanoo andKath-
lighat. officials said the drain-
agesystemwasconceivedafter
slope protection measures
undertaken earlier failed to
fully address the problem of
rainwater runoff during in-
tensemonsoonspells.
The drainage system in-

volves construction of small
water collection points at the
top of hillsides. These collec-
tion points are connected to a
network of pipes and cement-
lineddrains that channel rain-
water directly to the bottomof
the slope. The objective is to
prevent water from flowing
freely over the slope surface,
which often triggers soil ero-
sion,damagesprotectivestruc-
turesand leads to landslides.
“Theinitialslopeprotection

work primarily consisted of
greenmesh netting, standard
drillingandanchoring,mostof
whichwascompletedlastyear.
Subsequently, experts fromiiT
Bombay and iiT ropar, who
have been advising nhAi on
slope stabilisationmeasures,
recommended the installation
of drainage pipes as an addi-
tionalsafetymeasureforbetter

protection of the slopes and to
minimise landslide risks,” Yo-
gesh Verma, Site engineer for
theKaithlighat-Dhallisectionof
nh-5, toldTheIndianExpress.
officials said the idea

emergedafterthe2025monsoon
exposedlimitationsintheexist-
ingprotectionsystem.Although
nettingandanchoringhadbeen
completedatseveralsites,heavy
rainfall caused largevolumesof
watertoflowdowntheslopes,re-
sultinginslopefailuresanddam-
agetomeshstructures,anchors
andretainingmeasures.
“During the2025monsoon,

water flowing fromthehilltops
to the valley in large quantities
damagedsomeoftheprotected
slopes. experts observed that
uncontrolledsurfacerunoffwas
a key reasonbehind these fail-
ures.Thedrainagepipesystem
was subsequently recommen-

dedtodivertrainwaterinacon-
trolledmanner,”saidsourcesas-
sociatedwiththeproject.
nhAi project director

(Kalka-Shimla) AnandDahiya
said the system has already
shownencouragingresultsdur-
ing recent pre-monsoon
showers. “As the pre-monsoon
rain began, we observed posi-
tiveoutcomesatsiteswherethe
drainage system has been in-
stalled. Cement-lined drains
ranging fromone to three feet
inwidthhavebeenconstructed
along both sides of the pro-
tected slopes. Thesedrains are
connected toplasticpipes that
carry water safely to the bot-
tom, reducing pressure on the
slopesurface,”Dahiyasaid.
he said highly vulnerable

stretches,includingParwanoo-
ChakkiMod,Solan-Datyarand
Kandaghat-Kaithlighat, were

prioritised in the first phase of
theproject. “Thedrainage sys-
temisnowbeing incorporated
asan integralpartof slopepro-
tectionworksbeingexecutedat
all 83 identified sites between
KalkaandShimla,”Dahiasaid.
The drainage initiative

complements the broader
slopestabilisationprogramme
launchedbynhAi for the first
timeontheKalka-Shimlahigh-
way. Theproject covers 83 vul-
nerable locations, including81
hill-sideslopesandtwovalley-
side sites at Chakki Mod and
Datyar. The works involve
greenmesh netting, soil nail-
ing, drilling, anchoring and
vegetation-based stabilisation
measures aimed at preserving
thenaturallandscapewhilere-
ducing landslide risks.
Theproject representsade-

parture from the earlier shot-
crete technique, under which
concrete was sprayed directly
ontohillslopes.Whileeffective
incontrollingslopefailures,the
methodleftbehindlargebarren
concrete surfaces, particularly
visiblealongtheSolanbypass.
TheKalka-Shimlahighway

has witnessed repeated dis-
ruptions duringmonsoon sea-
sons.More than 128 landslides
wererecordedalongtheroutein
2019and2023alone, leadingto
prolonged road blockages and
significanteconomiclosses.
According to nhAi esti-

mates, naturaldisasters caused
lossesofnearlyrs200croreon
nationalhighwayprojectsinhi-
machalPradeshbetweenJanu-
ary2021andJuly2025.This in-
cludeslossesofrs26.86croreon
theParwanoo-Solan sectionof
nh-5andaroundrs171croreon
theMandi-Palampur-Kiratpur
highwaycorridor.

ThedrainagepipenetworkonKaithlighat-Kandaghatsectionof the
Kalka-Shimlanationalhighway. SaurabhParaShar

Network installedacross83points
on recommendationsof IITexperts

PressTrustof India
Singapore, June6

TheSinGAPoregovernment
onSaturdayorderedthreesocial
mediaplatformstoblockaccess
to 14 posts, likely originating
fromChina,which targeted the
indiancommunityand“under-
mine” the country's “model of
multiculturalism”.
Thepolice have issueddis-

ablingdirectionsundertheon-
lineCriminalharmsActtoblock
accesstothepostsonYouTube,
FacebookandX,theMinistryof
homeAffairs(MhA)said.
Seventy-fivepercentofSin-

gapore’soversixmillionpopula-
tion are of Chinese descent, 15
percentareMalay,andbetween
seventoninepercentareof in-
dianorigin.Therestareofother
internationalorigins.Thedirec-
tion requires the platforms to
“takeallreasonablestepstodis-
ableaccessbySingaporeusersto
theseposts”, itadded.
SecondMinister forhome

Affairs edwin Tong told re-
portersatacommunityeventon
Saturday that “from what we

know so far, the content orig-
inatedfromoverseas”.
Probe into the problematic

content in these posts had re-
vealed that it likely originated
from a China-based platform
andwassubsequentlysharedby
otherplatformsandwebsites,as
per aChannelNewsAsia report
on Saturday. “These videos at-
tackourmultiracialsocietyand
they try todividepeople based
on race. This, however, is not
whoweare. every community
inSingaporehere isvaluedand
everyonehasanequalplace,” it
quotedTongassaying.
Tong said the government

doesnot tolerateanynarratives
thatundermineSingapore'srac-
ial harmony, “especiallywhen
propagatedby foreigners”. in a
statement,theMhAsaidSinga-
pore firmly opposes “nativism
andxenophobia”.
Thesocialmediapostsclaim

that Singapore is displaying
anxietyoveritsculturalidentity
and ethnic politics. Such nar-
rativesstartedcirculatingonline
in the Chinese information
spaceinMay,theMhAsaid.

Singaporeblocksonline
postsattacking Indians

AsadRehman
NewDelhi, June6

AS The ‘Cockroach Janta
Party’ on Saturday gave the
Centreaseven-daydeadlineto
removeUnioneducationMin-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
opposition parties, except the
Congress, welcomed the pro-
test at JantarMantar, saying it
was an expression of frustra-
tionoftheyouthofthecountry.
Congress leaders main-

tainedameasuredsilence,with
insiders saying that the party
suspects CJP was backed by
AAP andwill take a “wait and
watch”approach.
SeniorCongressleaderssaid

thepartywassuspiciousofCJP's
socialmediapresenceandhow
itwasgivensomuchtimeonTV
debates and the permission to
holdaprotest intheCapital.
in apost onX,Congress So-

cialMedia &Digital Platforms
chairperson Supriya Shrinate,
without naming the CJP, said
thepartystandsfirmlywiththe
GenZ.“TheCongresspartyhas
been at the forefront – cham-
pioningthecausesofGenZ.en-
suring theyareheard, amplify-
ingtheirvoices,addressingtheir
concerns, and fighting relent-
lessly toprotect their future. in
thelastonemonthalone,nSUi
and the indianYouthCongress
haveorganisedover50protests
across the country against the
neeTpaper leak scandal and
theCBSemarkingmess.”
listing out a number of

times leader of opposition in
lok Sabha, rahulGandhi,was
stopped frommeeting victims
ofatragedyorvisitingsensitive
places, Shrinate said in such a
scenario, if someone is easily
allowed to protest – questions
areboundtoarise.
CongressallieslikeSP,TMC,

Shiv Sena (UBT),rJD,CPi(Ml)
andCPiM,however,welcomed
theprotest.
TMC deputy leader in the

rajya Sabha, Sagarika Ghose,
told The Indian Express that

TMC supports themovement
beingledbyangryyouthandit
wasa reality check for thegov-
ernment. “There have been
paper leaks every year.
Children have killed them-
selves; yet there is no account-
ability,” saidGhose.
“TherJDandourleaderTe-

jashwiYadavhas beenprotest-
ing against the government on
the issue of paper leaks. in
democracy,everyonehasaright
toprotest,”saidrJDspokesper-
sonMrityunjayTiwari.
SPlokSabhaMP rajeevrai

said it was a “warning” for the
government. “The youthhave
come out against paper leaks
and that shouldmake the gov-
ernment introspect. in the
1970s,wesawtheJPmovement
andnowwearesayingthis.The
governmentshouldtakenoteof
thepeople’sanger.”
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav

Thackeray said “cockroaches
shouldn’t be underestimated”
andthisisthewarninggivenby
the agitation at JantarMantar.
“Thosewhomwe call the des-
tiny-makers and future of the
country—thousandsofyoung
people—havecomeoutonthe
streets in the scorching heat,
carrying theirpainandworries
abouttheir future,”hesaid.
AAP leaderArvindKejriwal

said that the protest is an ex-
pression of anger and frustra-
tion experiencedby the youth.
“rather than terming them
anti-national, Modi govern-
ment should address their is-
sues. AAP supports their de-
mands. The PMmust sack the
education minister immedi-
ately,”hesaid.
CPi(Ml) liberation general

secretary Dipankar Bhatta-
charya,who joined the protest
atJantarMantar,said,“...Union
educationMinisterDharmen-
draPradhanmustresignandbe
held accountable for the con-
tinuingeducationcrisis.”
requesting anonymity, a

CPi(M)MPsaidanymovement
shouldbewelcomed.

PressTrustof India
Ranchi, June6

BJPPreSiDenTnitinnabinon
Saturday alleged that some
forceswere trying to push the
country’s youths towards
“negativepolitics”.
in anapparent reference to

‘Cockroach Janta Party’ (CJP)
founderAbhijeetDipke,hesaid,
“Somepeoplesittingabroadas-
sumetheycangivedirectionsto
theyouthsofindia.”
“Today's youths want to

work towards nation-building
and secure their future. But
some forces are trying tomake
thecountry’syouthsanti-estab-
lishment,”nabinsaidduringan
interactioninranchi.
TheBJPchiefiscurrentlyon

atwo-dayvisittoJharkhand.
“Thosewhowanttopushthe

youths of this country towards
negative politics, i warn them

that the youths of india will
choosepositivepolitics,”hesaid.
Peoplehave the right to op-

pose, but within democratic
norms,hesaid.
he said the country’s

youths are known for innova-
tionandcreation.
“Becauseoftheirdedication,

hardwork and efforts, around
twolakhstartupshavecomeup.
The country aims to becomea
globaliThub,”hesaid.
“The anti-establishment

campaignswewitnessedinour
neighbouring countries can
never be for the country's
youths,whowillworkinadisci-
plinedmanner tobuild thena-
tion,”nabinsaid.
Somepeople sitting abroad

think theycangivedirection to
the youths of india, but the
youthsarenotgoingtobecome
apuppet in the hands of a few
people,theBJPchiefsaid.

Someforcespushing
youthtowardsnegative
politics, saysBJPchief

ShubhajitRoy
NewDelhi, June6

AS The bordering states of
WestBengal andAssaminten-
sify their crackdown on illegal
immigrants fromBangladesh,
the indiangovernmenthas re-
quested the neighbouring
country to verify the national-
ity of 2,860people so that they
canbesentback.
Thisassumessignificanceat

atimewhenhundredsofBang-
ladeshiimmigrants,whoarere-
portedtohaveenteredindia il-
legally, have flocked to the
borders in the recentweeks, as
reportedbyTheIndianExpress.
Thismovement of people has
been fuelled by the announce-
ment of the newly electedBJP
governmentinWestBengal,led
byChiefMinisterSuvenduAd-
hikari,thatitwillfollowthe“de-
tect, delete anddeport” policy;
the government has so far de-
tained about 400 undocu-
mented Bangladeshi immi-
grants in itsdetentioncentres.
This is also an outcome of

the Special intensive revision
(Sir)exerciseinthestate,which
hasledtoapanicamongtheim-
migrants intheborderstate.

Ministry of externalAffairs
spokespersonrandhir Jaiswal
said,“WehaverequestedBang-
ladesh to verify thenationality
of over 2,860peoplewhomwe
think are Bangladeshi na-
tionals, and they are staying
hereinindia.Weareyettogeta
response on thismatter.” Ad-
dressingtheweeklymediabrief-
ingFriday,Jaiswalsaid:“Allfor-
eignnationals in india, if they
arehereillegally,includingfrom
Bangladesh…wehave laws to
deal with them, and they'll be
dealtwithaccordingly.”
“As far as deportation of

thesepeopleisconcerned,there
is a bilateral mechanism in
place…We refer these cases to
Bangladeshisideforthemtover-
ifythenationality,andonceitis
verified,wetakeforwardthede-
portationprocess.”
“Wehaveseveralormanyof

these requests, which are still
pendingwith the Bangladeshi
side, andwe hope and expect
that they’ll be expedited as
soonaspossible so that thede-
portation of peoplewho are il-
legally staying in india can be
takenforwardinasmoothand
efficientmanner,”Jaiswalsaid.
officialssaidtheyhavebeen

raisingthisissuewiththeBang-
ladeshisideforthepastseveral
years. in earlyMay, Delhi had
raisedtheissueofillegalimmi-
grants with Dhaka and ex-
pressed hope that it will ex-
pedite nationality verification

for smooth repatriation. The
development came days after
theBJPswept theWestBengal
Assemblyelections.
A day after the poll results,

Bangladesh ForeignMinister
Khalilurrahmanwasquotedin
the rulingBangladeshnation-
alist Party's official Facebook
page as saying that Dhakawill
take action if “push-in” inci-
dentsoccuramidthechangeof
power intheborderingstate.
officials said the issue of il-

legalmigration fromBangla-
deshtoindiaisbeingdiscussed
atseveralbilateralmeetingsbe-
tweenthetwocountries,includ-
ingatthehomesecretarylevel.
india andBangladeshhave

put in placemechanisms, in-
cluding aCoordinatedBorder
Management Plan, to address
problems arising from illegal
border crossing, reduce the
scopeforincidentsontheborder
and enhance cooperation be-
tween the border guarding
forcesof the twocountries.The
twosidesarealsocooperatingin
undertaking fencingof thevul-
nerable patcheswith a view to
prevent criminal activities and
illegal movements along the
border,officialssaid.

Verifynationalityof2,860for
deportation:DelhitoDhaka

E.
TheDiplomatic
Challenge

ExplainEd

Thediplomaticchallengefor
Indiaistonavigatetheissue
ofdeportingillegal
Bangladeshinationalsasthe
BJPhaswonthetwoborder-
ingstatesofWestBengaland
Assamonthepollplankof
deportingillegal immigra-
tionfromtheneighbouring
country.TheBangladesh
borderguardshavenotbeen
takingtheimmigrantsback
sincetheytooneedtoverify
theirnationality.Dhaka,
meanwhile,hasexpressed
concernover“pushin
attempts”, insistingthatany
returnshouldbethro-
ughformal, legalchannels.

AlokSingh,Pragynesh&
SakshiChand
NewDelhi, June6

SeniorDelhiPolice officers
had instructed their personnel
to avoid confrontationwith the
young protesters expected to
gather in support of the Cock-
roachJanataParty(CJP)onSat-
urday,The IndianExpresshas
learnt.Thisaccommodatingap-
proach of theDelhi Policewas
evident right fromwhenAbhi-
jeetDipke landedat the iGiAir-
port towhen theprotest ended
atJantarMantar.

IGIAirport
Around 7.30 am, Dipke ar-

rivedat theAirport fromtheUS
vialondon.Afterclearingimmi-
gration,hewasstoppedbyDelhi
Policeofficers,whoaskedabout
hisplans.
originally, Dipke had

plannedtogototheParliament
Street police station to obtain

permissionfortheprotest.how-
ever, as such requests usually
havetobemadeatleast24hours
inadvance, itwasapprehended
thathemightnotbegrantedper-
mission.
Thepolice, however, facili-

tated theprocess to "avoid any
chaos"atthepolicestation.
inside the airport, DCP (iGi

Airport) Vichitra Veer handed
Dipkeapermissionletterallow-
ing him to proceed to Jantar
Mantarandholdaone-daypro-
test.Themovewasunusual.

Gate16
outsideGate16attheairport,

elaboratesecurityarrangements
hadbeenmade.DCP(Vigilance)
Ankit Singh and DCP (South
West)AmitGoel supervisedar-
rangements.
Barricades separatedmedia

personnel andsupporters from
passengers leavingvia thegate,
thoughmembersofDipke’score
team, including Ashutosh

ranka, were allowed to wait
alongsidepolicepersonneltore-
ceivehim.
Therewas adelay for about

30minutes asDipke sought to
boardhiscabfromtheViPlane.
Theairportstaffinitiallydidnot
allowthevehicletoentertheViP
lane.

After interventionbypolice
officers andapproval fromoffi-
cialsofGMrGroup–whichop-
eratesandmanagestheiGiAir-
port–threetaxiscarryingDipke
andhisassociateswereallowed
intothelane.
Before departing, CJP

memberspresentedDipkewith

acopyofDrBrAmbedkar'sau-
tobiography.Speakingbrieflyto
mediapersons, he said, "The
education Minister must re-
sign...fivestudentshavediedby
suicide..."
hethenboardedhiscaband

left forJantarMantar.Fromthe
cab,headdressedhissupporters

oninstagramlive,urgingthem
to ensure that the group's "first
protest"remainedpeaceful.

JantarMantar
From the airport to Jantar

Mantar,multiplebarricadeshad
been erected andDelhi Police,
CrPF and other paramilitary
personnel deployed tomanage
traffic and maintain order.
Around2,000policepersonnel
weredeployedinnewDelhidis-
trictalone.
Thedistrictwasdividedinto

12zones,eachheadedbyaDCP-
rankofficer. At theprotest site,
delay inDipke’s arrival became
a point of discussion between
CJPleaderSauravDasandpolice
personnel. Sourcessaidofficers
tracked the location of his ve-
hicleandworkedtoensurethat
he reached the venuewithout
furtherdelay.
After Dipke arrived, the

crowdswelledbut theproceed-
ingsremainedpeaceful.

Howpoliceavoidedconfrontation,accommodatedprotesters

At JantarMantaronSaturday. PraveenKhanna

Kolkata



Mumbai gymkhanas
ongovt land told to
acceptCollector on
boards, bindingorders

Congminority, SCdepts to
launchcampaignagainst
‘injustice’nextmonth
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India,Nepal vow
to takebilateral
ties tonewheights
Shubhajitroy
NewDelhi, June6

INDIAANDNepal completed
theinternalprocessestoenforce
themutuallegalassistancepact
to tackle “cross-bordercrimes”,
as thevisitingForeignMinister
ofNepalShishirKhanalmetEx-
ternal Affairs minister S Jai-
shankaronSaturday.
the two sides also made

progressinthesectorsofhealth,
UPI, innovation and startups.
Khanal’s visit comes days after
the chief ofNepal’s rulingRSP,
Rabi Lamichhane,met the In-
dian leadership inDelhi. After
the bilateralmeeting, Jaishan-
kar posted onX, “Apleasure to
meetFMShisirKhanalofNepal
andhisdelegation today.Ade-
taileddiscussiononourunique
partnership, including on de-
velopment cooperation, con-
nectivity, energy, especially
hydropowerdevelopment,edu-
cation, health, capacity build-
ing,digital,cultureandsports.”
theMEAreleasedanofficial

statement:“BothMinisterswel-
comed thecompletionof inter-
nalprocessesforentryintoforce
oftheIndia-NepalMutualLegal
AssistanceAgreementinCrimi-
nalMatters(MLAA).thisAgree-
mentwill benefit thepeople of
IndiaandNepalbyprovidingan
institutionallegalframeworkto
enhancetheeffectivenessofin-
vestigation, prosecution and
judicial proceedings relating to
cross-border crimes.”themin-

istersvowedtotakethebilateral
ties to “newheights”while re-
viewingthefullspectrumofthe
relations,coveringdevelopment
cooperation,connectivity,trade
andtransit,energy,andpeople-
to-peopleties,theMEAsaid.
theNepalese ForeignMin-

isteralsometNationalSecurity
AdvisorAjitDoval.Afterthebi-
lateraltalks,Jaishankarhanded
over 72 health facilities and 12
culturalheritagesectorprojects,
completed under India’s post-
2015 ‘EarthquakeReconstruc-
tionAssistance’toNepal,tothe
visiting ForeignMinister. the
ministers jointly launched the
Peer-to-Peer (P2P) linkage be-
tweenUnifiedPayments Inter-
face(UPI)ofIndiaandNational
Payments Interface (NPI) of
Nepal for facilitating cross-
borderpersonal remittances.
theMEAsaid theministers

witnessed the signing ofMoU
betweenDigital IndiaBhashini
andKathmanduUniversity for
co-creatingNationalDigital In-
frastructure for “Voice First”
Languagetranslationplatform.
this is the first official visit by
theNepalese Foreignminister
afterthenewgovernmentledby
PMBalendraShahassumedof-
ficeinMarchthisyear.
“Nepalisaprioritypartnerof

Indiaunderits‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy and the visit rein-
forced the tradition of regular
high-level exchanges between
the two close and friendly
neighbours...,” theMEAsaid.

Atpresent, 16Mumbaigymkhanas standonCollector-owned land
thatwas leasedoutby theerstwhile colonial administrationduring
the 19thandearly 20thcenturies. GaneshshIrshekar

PratipAcharya
Mumbai, June6

INRECENtmeetingswith ad-
ministrators of Mumbai’s 16
gymkhanasstandingongovern-
ment-owned land, theMaha-
rashtra government has pro-
posedasignificantlygreaterrole
foritselfinthefunctioningofthe
clubs as a condition for future
lease renewals, includingaseat
fortheDistrictCollectorontheir
managementcommittees,mak-
ingthecollector’srecommenda-
tionsbindingon the clubs, and
allowing government use of
gymkhanapremises for public
programmesandemergencies,
TheIndianExpresshaslearnt.
the proposals, which have

figured prominently in recent
consultations between the col-
lector’s office and gymkhana
administrators, wouldmark a
significant shift in the relation-
shipbetweenthestateandsome
ofMumbai’soldest sporting in-
stitutions.Officialsfamiliarwith
thediscussionssaidthegovern-
ment has indicated that these
conditionswouldformthebasis
offutureleaserenewalsforclubs
occupyingpublic land.
At present, 16 Mumbai

gymkhanasstandonCollector-
ownedlandthatwasleasedout
by the erstwhile colonial ad-
ministration during the 19th
andearly20thcenturies.While
theleasesofseveralprominent
institutions,includingBombay
Gymkhana, IslamGymkhana,
Parsee Gymkhana andHindu
Gymkhana, have expired and
areawaitingrenewal,othersare

duetoexpire incomingyears.
Among the key conditions

proposedby thegovernment is
theinductionofthedistrictCol-
lectorasanex-officiomemberof
themanagementboardofevery
gymkhana. the framework
states that recommendations
made by theDistrict Collector
would be binding on gymkha-
nas and clubs. the Collector
wouldalsobeempoweredtorec-
ommendatleastfiveindividuals
annually for permanentmem-
bershiporconversionofservice
memberships into permanent
memberships. the proposals
provide for the government to
hold official programmes and
public events on gymkhana
premises for up to five days
everycalendaryear.Inaddition,
thestatewouldreservetheright
tousethelandduringelections,
natural disasters and other
emergencies requiring public
use of thepremises.According
to a report by theObserverRe-
searchFoundation,gymkhanas
andeliteclubsoccupy664acres
—nearlyone-fifthofMumbai’s
total3,780acresofopenspace.
Anothermajor change re-

lates to events and revenue.
Undertheproposedframework,
gymkhanaswouldbepermitted
to host sporting events for a
maximumof45daysannually,
subjecttopriorintimationtothe
District Collector. theywould
also be required to pay a
licence fee rangingbetweenRs
50,000 andRs 1.5 lakh per day
forhostingevents.
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ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, June6

tHEMINORItYandSCdepart-
mentsof theCongresswillhold
protests atParliamentandJan-
tarMantaraspartofacampaign
againsttheoppressionoftheDa-
litsandminoritycommunities.
thedecisionwas takenat a

jointmeetingofthetwodepart-
ments, where it was also de-
cided to hold ameeting of the
Minority and Dalit Advisory
CouncilsinUPtowardstheend
ofJune,whichwill alsosee the
participationofpartybrass.
Speakingafter themeeting,

ImranPratapgarhi,whoheads
theMinoritydepartment,saidat
apressbriefing, “theCongress
Party’s Minority Department
andSCDepartmentwilltakethis

campaigntoallstatesacrossthe
country.Whereversuchcasesof
harassmentand injusticecome
to light, we will stand united
with thevictims there andpro-
vide all possible assistance...
Withthisveryobjective,wewill
holdamassiveprotestatJantar
MantarinDelhionJuly20.”
Rajendra Pal Gautam,who

heads theSCdepartment, said
scholarshipsmeant for St/SC,
OBC, andminority categories,
the income limit is set atRs2.5
lakh, while for the EWS cat-
egory, this limit is Rs 8 lakh.
“this is discrimination, and
that’swhywewillbuildastrong
platform by bringing social
classes together, so that their
voices cannot be ignored by
anyone. If necessary, we will
take this fight to thecourts...”

Funds forwomen’sbusinessesspenton
householdneeds, findsNRLMreview

HarikishanSharma
NewDelhi, June6

A GOVERNMENt-COMMIS-
SIONED evaluation of central
rural sector schemes, includ-
ing the Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (DAY-NRLM),
has found that most self-
helpgroups(SHGs)forwomen
did not start income-generat-
ing businesses with the funds
provided.
Instead, therevolvingfund

ofRs20,000-Rs30,000offered
per group as part of the
Centre’s flagship programme
to involve poor rural women
into SHGs and train them for
small enterprises was often
spentonhouseholdexpenses,
according to the report sub-
mitted to the Rural Develop-
mentMinistry.
the study is significant

given that the FinanceMinis-
try last year directed that no
centrally funded schemewill
beextendedbeyondMarch31,
2026, unless it undergoes a
third-partyevaluation.thisre-
view will therefore decide
whether and how the DAY-
NRLM will continue in the
16th Finance Commission
cyclebeginning inApril 2026.
the evaluationwas under-

taken by Sambodhi Research
and Communication Pvt Ltd,
a think tank engaged by NItI
Aayog's Development Moni-
toring and Evaluation Office
(DMEO) for thepurpose.
Sambodhi, in an email to

TheIndianExpress,saidtheof-
ficial DAY-NRLM/RBI guide-
linesspecifythat“SHG-linked
financial support may serve
multiple purposes, including
social needs, housing repair,
sanitation, healthcare-related
expenditure and other activ-
ities that contribute to house-
hold resilience”.
the report titled ‘Evalu-

ation of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes in Package 5-Rural
DevelopmentSector’alsoflags
that there was pressure on of-
ficials to formSHGsquickly to
meet targets, even in villages
where business opportunities

were limited.
“Onlyasmallproportionof

SHGs have initiated group-
level enterprises, and nearly
half did so without accessing
loans.this is primarilydriven
by the pressure to form SHGs
after the PIP [Participatory
Identification of the Poor] ex-
ercise tomeet targets, despite
a significant disconnect be-
tweenSHG formationand the
availability of viable business
opportunities in rural areas,”
the reportnotes.
According to the report,

manySHGmembersarereluc-
tant to take loans because
there is no assuredmarket for
the products made through
groupenterprises.
“Due to this uncertainty,

theyfearbeingunabletorepay
the loan, discouraging them
from borrowing,” says the re-
port. As a result, “the RF (Re-
volving Fund) is often equally
distributed amongmembers
and utilised tomeet their im-
mediateconsumptionneeds.”
those SHGmembers who

took bank loans often used
them for building houses,
toilets, medical purposes etc,

the report shows.
Access to other financial

supportundertheschemewas
alsolow:fewerthanhalfthere-
spondents received the Com-
munity Investment Fund
(CIF), only42%accessedbank
loans, and less than 4% re-
ceived theCommunity Enter-
prise Fund (CEF) meant for
larger ventures.
While access to RF was re-

ported by 74.6% of respon-
dents in13states, just49.9%of
respondents reported receiv-
ing the CIF, 41.8% had access
to bank loans, and only 3.8%
reportedaccess to theCEF.
“this was primarily due to

limited on-ground support
from VOs [village organisa-
tions], CRPs [community re-
source persons], and CLFs
[cluster-level federations]
coupledwiththefact thatonly
15% of the SHGs had initiated
group enterprise activity,”
noted the report.
“the uptake of bank

loans/cash credit limit was
even lower due to fear of loan
defaults,asSHGmembersper-
ceived weakmarket demand
for their products,” the report

states.theevaluationexercise
involved a survey of 2,206
households across 11 states
(Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan,tripura,Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh
and two Union territories
(Jammu and Kashmir, and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
DamanandDiu).
Of the 2,206 households

surveyed, about 86% (1,895
households)availedbenefitsof
NRLM. Launched in 2011 by
the UPA government as the
National Rural Livelihood
Missionand renamed in 2016,
DAY-NRLM aims to reduce
rural poverty by mobilising
womenintoSHGsand linking
themwith banks and govern-
ment support.
Apart from the revolving

fund at the rate of Rs 20,000-
30,000 per SHG, groups can
get up toRs 2.5 lakh as aCom-
munity Investment Fund to
supporttheir income-generat-
ing and livelihoodactivities.
According to government

data,more than 10 crore rural
women have beenmobilised
intoover90 lakhSHGs,which
together have received nearly
Rs 59,000crore in capital sup-
port since the schemebegan.
Reacting to an online ver-

sion of this story, Abhishek
Sharma, deputy vice-presi-
dent,Sambodhi,said:“theof-
ficial DAY-NRLM/RBI guide-
lines do not treat all
non-enterprise use of SHG-
linked credit as misuse. the
programmeframeworkrecog-
nises that SHG-linked finan-
cial support may serve
multiple purposes, including
social needs, high-cost debt
swapping, housing repair or
construction, sanitation,
healthcare-related expendi-
ture, livelihood stabilisation,
and other activities that con-
tributetohouseholdresilience
and financial inclusion.”
“Wethereforewishtoplace

onrecord thatSambodhidoes
not share the interpretation...
and overall framing of the ar-
ticle,” he said inanemail.

Officials pressured to formSHGs for
womenquicklyunderDAY-NRLM
scheme tomeet targets, says report

ThoseSHGmemberswho tookbank loansoftenused themfor
buildinghouses, toilets,medical purposes, says the report. FIle

ExternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankar andNepal ForeignMinister
Shisir Khanal duringameeting inNewDelhi onSaturday. PTI

NewDelhi:ADelhicourtSatur-
day convicted Bihar BJPMLA
Raju Kumar Singh of culpable
homicideinacelebratoryfiring
death case inside his farm-
house in south Delhi’s Fa-
tehpur Beri onNewYear’s Eve
in2018.thefiringhadledtothe
deathofa45-year-oldwoman.
Special JudgeVishalGogne

of Rouse Avenue Court in his
June 6 judgment convicted
Singh under Section 304 (II)
(culpablehomicidenotamount-
ing tomurder) of the IPC and
Section30oftheArmsAct(pun-
ishment for contravention of
licenceorrule).OnJune9,argu-
ments on the sentencewill be
heardbythecourt.
During a New Year’s eve

gathering at his farmhouse at
AmbedkarColony’sRoseFarm,
Singhhadfiredgunshots in the
air,whichhitawoman,Archana
Gupta.Shelaterdiedinahospi-
tal.Acomplaintwasfiledbyher
husband. the prosecution
examined33witnessesofwhich
sevenwereeyewitnesses. ENS

Celebratory firing
death:BiharBJP
MLAconvicted

BhupendraPandey
Lucknow,June6

POINtINGtOseriouslapsesin
invoking theGangstersAct ina
case against fivemembers of a
Ghaziabad-basedfamily,theAl-
lahabad High Court has ob-
served that officers, barring a
few,aremoreloyal totheruling
establishment than to theCon-
stitution since their transfers,
postings, and promotions are
usedasinstrumentsofpolitical
patronage rather thanmerit-
basedgovernance.
Maintaining that the state

apparatusmustremainanswer-
abletothelawandtotheConsti-
tution andnot to the ruling es-
tablishment,thesinglebenchof

JusticeVinodDiwakarobserved
that“fieldofficers,acutelycon-
scious of the transfer-posting
economy, calibrate their con-
ducttosatisfytheirpoliticalsu-
periors”andthose“perceivedas
loyalistsarerewardedwithpre-
ferredpostings”.
Quashing the trial proceed-

ings pending in the additional
sessionsjudge’scourtinthecase
filed under theUttar Pradesh
GangstersandAnti-SocialActiv-
ities (Prevention) Act at the
NandgrampolicestationinGha-
ziabad in 2023, thebench in its
June3ordersaid, “Manytimes,
FIRs are registered or sup-
pressedwith ulteriormotives,
andpreventivedetentionprovi-
sions are invokedarbitrarily, at
thewhims of officers. Judicial
ordersarecompliedwithinform
butdefeatedinsubstance.”
In the case, one of the ac-

cused—awoman—remained
injail formorethantwo-and-a-
half-months,thecourtwastold.

two FIRs were lodged in
2022 against the family over fi-
nancialtransactions inconnec-
tionwith thepurchase of land.
theaccusedhadissuedcheques
infavourofthecomplainantand
faced charges of cheating and
forgery. Police andadministra-
tion invoked theGangstersAct
againstthemayearlater.
After going through the

chargesheet,thecourtsaidnota
single“avermenthasbeenmade
againstthreeoftheaccusedsent
tojailwhichcouldsatisfythein-
gredientsof theGangstersAct”.
“the accusedmay have com-
mittedoffencesofcheatingand
forgery,however,thesamedoes
not amount to, and cannot be
construedas,runninganorgan-
isedgang,”thecourtruled.
“thereisnomaterialonrec-

ordwhich could establish the
use of violence, intimidation,
coercion, or any othermeans
with the object of disturbing
public order or of gaining any

undue temporal or pecuniary
advantage,” itstated.
thecourtadded,“UttarPra-

desh, by virtue of its demo-
graphicmagnitudeandpolitical
significance, has historically
been a crucible of political he-
gemony, driven by the feudal
mindset of politicians and
bureaucrats...the adminis-
trativemachinery of the State
has, over successive regimes,
beensusceptible todeeppoliti-
calpenetration.”
“thiscourthasnohesitation

in observing that urbanCom-
missionerates,lucrativedistricts
whilethosedemonstratinginde-
pendenceare transferredpuni-
tivelytoinconsequentialassign-
ments,awell-knownfact.”
“A considerable section of

the officer cadre treats the rule
oflawnotasaconstitutionalob-
ligationbutasanoperationalin-
convenience. Encounter kill-
ings,selectivecrackdowns,and
targeted use of the Gangsters

Act against inconvenient indi-
viduals have periodically at-
tracted judicial notice,” the
benchobserved.
Citing the brutal killing of

eight policemen in anambush
bygangsterVikasDubeyinKan-
pur in2021, thebenchsaid“the
policeofficer,whowasentrusted
withthesupervisionoftheentire
operation in themassacrewas,
uponconclusionofdepartmen-
talenquiry,visitedwithnothing
morethanaformalcaution”.
“With deep constitutional

concern, this Court concludes
theHomeSecretary, as thesen-
ior-mostbureaucraticauthority
in theHomeDepartment, oc-
cupies apivotal position in this
ecosystem.Certainofficerswho
rose to thepost ofHomeSecre-
taryhave, inpractice, servedas
conduits for self-serving inter-
ests. the Home Department
must independently evaluate
thesuitabilityandoperationalef-
fectivenessofitsofficers...”itsaid.

Courtquashes
proceedings in
GangstersActFIR

Officersmoreloyaltoestablishment
thanConstitution:AllahabadHC

ExpressNewsService
NewDelhi, June6

AtA lecture on artificial intel-
ligence by CJI Surya Kant on
thursday at the University of
London,amemberoftheaudi-
ence posed questions about
dissent in India, andwas told
by theanchor that thequery is
off topic.
Videos of the interactive

sessionattheendofthelecture,
sharedonlineshowedawoman
saying, “his Lordship made
some very important points, I
think, about the Indian track
recordofprotectingdemocracy
in the context of AI. We now
hearfromanumberoflegalob-
servers within the country as
well as internationally that
there's a great deal of concern
about growing hostility to dis-
sent within India. And it does

seemthatthishostilityissome-
whatreflectedinHisLordship's
recentverywellpublicised….”
the anchor intervened be-

fore the query was complete
andsaid“withallduerespect,I
am so sorrymam. I would not
beabletotakeupthatquestion
sincethetopicisconcerningar-
tificialintelligenceandinterna-
tional law. Iamsorry.”
Asthequestionerpersisted,

the anchor responded, “I am
extremelysorry.Wehavetocut
you off”. Another clip of the
eventshowedadifferentatten-
dee shouting “...Give us some
respectplease”.
On Friday, the IndianHigh

Commission in London re-
sponded to the developments
andsaid inastatement,“on04
June 2026, Hon'ble Chief Jus-
tice of India attendedanevent
at the University of London,

Birkbeck, at the invitation of
the organizers, to deliver a lec-
ture on Artificial Intelligence
and International Law'... a
lively discussion followed his
address. thereafter, a certain
individual tried to disrupt the
event. Such indecorous audi-
ence behavior is unacceptable
and inconsistentwith respect-
ful engagement that should
governpublicdiscourse.Differ-
ences of opinion are a natural
part of a democratic society.
However, they must be ex-
pressedinamannerthatiscivil
andrespectful.”
On May 16, the CJI while

pulling up a lawyer who had
filedapetitiononseniordesig-
nation, something the peti-
tionerhimselfwasaspiringfor,
had said “there are already
parasites of societywhoattack
thesystemandyouwanttojoin

hands with them? there are
youngsters like cockroaches,
they don't get any employ-
ment,theydon’thaveanyplace
intheprofession.Someofthem
becomemedia, some of them
become socialmedia, some of

them become RtI activists,
someofthembecomeotherac-
tivists,andtheystartattacking
everyone...Andyoupeople file
contemptpetitions!”
Asthecommentsledtoout-

rage, the CJI said hewas “mis-

quoted”.
“I ampained to readhowa

section of themedia hasmis-
quotedmy oral observations
made during the hearing of a
frivolous case yesterday.What
Ihadspecificallycriticisedwere
thosewhohaveenteredprofes-
sions like theBar (legal profes-
sion) with the aid of fake and
bogusdegrees.Similarpersons
have sneaked into themedia,
socialmedia, and other noble
professionsaswell,andhence,
they are like parasites. It is to-
tally baseless to suggest that I
criticised the youth of our na-
tion.NotonlyamIproudofour
present and future human re-
source,buteveryyouthofIndia
inspiresme. It is not an exag-
geration to say that Indian
youthhavegreatregardandre-
spectforme,andItooseethem
as the pillars of a developed

India”,hesaid.
Meanwhile, in another in-

teractive sessionwith students
attheQueenMaryUniversityof
London on Friday, the CJI,
whilerespondingtoaqueryon
theroleofthejudiciaryinmain-
tainingpublictrustinconstitu-
tional democracy, said “public
trustisneversimplygiventoan
institution"but“isearned,con-
tinuously, through transpar-
ency,consistency,andthecour-
agetobeself-correcting.”
Headded“judicialstrength

doesnotcomefromtheappear-
anceofinfallibility.Institutions
grow stronger when they re-
mainopentolearningandcor-
rection. In a constitutional
democracy, the judiciary is the
lastlineofaccountability,butit
must itself be accountable to
the Constitution and to the
people it serves”.

CJIfacesquestionsondissent inUK; IndianMissioncalls it indecorous

CJI JusticeSuryaKantspeaksat the InternationalConferenceon
Arbitrating Indo-UKCommercialDisputes, inLondononFriday. PTI

NewDelhi:UnionHealthMin-
ister J PNadda hit out at Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
KhargeonSaturday,sayingthat
“publichealth is too important
to be reduced to political rhet-
oric” after Kharge alleged the
BJP government was hiding
NFHS-6 data and advertising
“SabkaSaath”and“AmritKaal”.
“ShriKhargeji’shalf-knowl-

edge is dangerous. Public
healthistooimportanttobere-
duced to political rhetoric. Se-
lective reading may serve
politics, but facts serve thena-
tion,”NaddasaidinapostonX,
addingthatNFHS-6datadem-
onstratesthetransformationof
India’shealthecosystem. ENS

JPNaddahits
backatKharge
for ‘hidinghealth
data’allegations

Kolkata
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l IT’S A NOTABLE ShIFT FOR AN ADMINISTRATION ThAT FAvOuRED A hANDS-OFF APPROAch TO ThE POWERFuL TEchNOLOGy

WhyTrumpwants toscreenAImodelsbefore their release
soumyarendraBarik
NewDelhi, June6

USPReSIdenTdonaldTrump
recently signed an executive
order creating a voluntary
mechanismunderwhichdevel-
opers of themost advancedaI
modelscangivetheUSgovern-
ment early access to their sys-
temsbeforepublic release.
Themovemarks a notable

shift foranadministrationthat
hasgenerallyfavouredahands-
off approach to the powerful
technology.
Under the executive order,

titled‘Promotingadvancedar-
tificial Intelligence Innovation
andSecurity’, federal agencies
are directed to establish a
framework throughwhich aI
developers can determine
whether their systems qualify
as “covered frontier models”
and, if they choose to partici-

pate, provide government
agenciesaccesstothosemodels
forsecuritytestingbeforewider
deployment.
TheWhite house said the

objective is to strengthen cy-
bersecurity and help protect
criticalinfrastructurefromvul-
nerabilitiesthatincreasinglyca-
pableaI systemsmayuncover
orexploit.
anearlierdraftoftheexecu-

tive order hadproposed giving
federal agencies up to 90 days
to evaluate frontier aImodels
before their public release, but
the final version signed by
Trumpreducedthereviewwin-
dow to 30 days following con-
cerns from industry and ad-
ministration officials that a
three-month process could
slow innovation and weaken
the competitiveness of US aI
companies.
The executive order comes

aspowerfulaImodels likean-
thropic’s Mythos become ca-
pableofexploitingcybervulner-
abilities at an unprecedented
scale, and as the Pentagon
pushes to integrate frontier aI
intomilitaryoperations.
FormerWhitehouseaIand

cryptocurrency czar david

Sackssaidthatwhileheunder-
stoodconcernsstemmingfrom
theorderonaccountofbureau-
craticmissioncreep,thechange
inreviewtimelineswasa“game
changer”.
“The change in the eO

(executiveorder) froma90day
to 30 day period is a game

changerbecauseitallowsouraI
labs to complywith the volun-
tary frameworkwithout delay-
ing newmodel releases. They
can synchronise their efforts
undertheeOwithotherpre-re-
lease activities,” Sacks said on
social media platformX. an-
thropic said that the executive
orderwas“animportantstepin
strengthening america’s
leadershipinaI,”andthatitwas
looking forward to “collabora-
ting with theWhite house to
support its implementation”.
In 2024, India had at-

temptedasimilarmove,onlyto
go back on it just weeks later
due to significant pushback
from the tech industry. Just
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions that year, the ITMinistry
issuedanadvisoryrequiringaI
platforms to seek government
permission before launching
“under-testing,unreliable”ser-

vices,butrevokedita fortnight
later, owing tomounting criti-
cism.

WhatdoesTrump’sAI
executiveordersay?
Oneof thekeyprovisions is

a30-dayreviewperiod.Partici-
pating developerswould allow
designated government
agencies to test advanced
modelsforuptoamonthbefore
they are released outside gov-
ernment circles. agencies in-
cludingthedepartmentsofde-
fense, Commerce, homeland
Security and Treasury are ex-
pectedtobeinvolvedinthepro-
cess. The order also calls for
stronger cyber defences across
government systems and
greater coordinationwith in-
dustry on identifying software
vulnerabilities.

FUllreporTon
www.IndIanexpress.com

Oneof thekeyprovisions is a30-day reviewperiod. reuters

sukalpsharma
NewDelhi, June6

WIThTheheavydisruptionin
liquefiednatural gas (LnG) im-
ports fromkey suppliersQatar
andtheUae,theUSemergedas
India’s largest source of super-
chilled gas inMay, followedby
nigeria, Oman, and angola,
as new delhi’s LnG imports
recovered to pre-war levels
despite the surge in interna-
tionalLnGprices.
While somemajor LnG im-

porting countries reduced im-
portsamidsky-highprices,India
prioritised supplies over price
amiddemandfromvarioussec-
tors,which includecitygasdis-
tribution, fertiliser, power, and
ceramics.
The effective closure of the

Strait ofhormuzhas upended
theregular flowofLnGtoIndia
fromkeysuppliersQatarandthe
Uae, leading to a scramble for
LnGcargoesfromalternategeo-
graphies.Thesupplydisruption
hasnotbeenassevereasinitially
anticipated due to a combina-
tion of alternative suppliers
raisingexportsanddemandcur-
tailment in variousparts of the
world. India depends on LnG
importstomeetabouthalfofits
natural gas requirement, and
about 60% of those imports
came through thecriticalmari-
timechokepoint of theStrait of
hormuz, primarily fromQatar,
andalsotheUae. ThetwoGulf

nations are major LnG ex-
porters.Shiptrackingdatafrom
commoditymarket analytics
firmKplershowsthat India im-
ported2.2milliontonnesofLnG
inMay, 13.5%higheroverapril,
and32%overMarch,whichwas
thefirstmonthimpactedbythe
West asia war and the conse-
quent closure of the Strait of
hormuz. LnG imports inMay
were,infact,6%higheroverthe
corresponding month of last
year, and6.4%higher than the
2025monthlyaverage.
asnoLnGvolumescameto

IndianshoresfromQatarforthe
secondmonthinarow,andjust
0.1milliontonnescamefromthe
Uae,LnGimporterscontinued
with their pivot to alternative
suppliers—thatdon’tdependon
theStraitofhormuz—tosecure
emergency spot cargoes.

Volumes fromtheUS tripled to
0.9million tonnes, accounting
for about 41%of India’s overall
LnG imports for themonth, as
perKplerdata.In2025,theaver-
agemonthlyLnGimportsfrom
theUSwere0.2milliontonnes.
nigeria was in the second

spotwith0.5million tonnes—
flat on a month-on-month
basis—followedbyOmanand
angola at 0.3 million tonnes
each. In april, LnG imports
from Oman were 0.6 million
tonnes,whilesuppliesfroman-
golastoodat0.3milliontonnes.
although Oman is located in
Westasia, ithasasizablecoast-
line facing thearabianSeaand
theGulf ofOman, anddoesn’t
dependontheStraitofhormuz
forthetransitofitscargoes.Last
year, theaveragemonthlyLnG
imports fromnigeria, Oman,

and angola were 0.1 million
tonnes, 0.2million tonnes, and
0.1milliontonnes,respectively.
In2025,theaveragemonthly

LnGimportvolumesfromQatar
stood at 1million tonnes, fol-
lowedbyimportsfromtheUae
at0.3milliontonnes. InMarch-
april, the Strait ofhormuzclo-
suremeantthatjust0.06million
tonnescamefromQatarand0.13
million tonnes from the Uae
duringthetwomonths.
“This (recovery in India’s

LnG imports) is notable given
asian spot LnGspiked topeak
of$25/mBtuinlateMar‘26after
Qatar’sproductionhaltandhor-
muz closure, before easing to
around$17-18/mBtuinMay,still
about70%abovepre-crisis(level
of)about$10/mBtu.WhileSouth
Korea and Japan cut imports,
Indiamoved in theoppositedi-

rection,absorbingcostpremium
tokeepvolumesflowing,”equi-
rusSecuritiessaidinanote.
While high and largely in-

elasticdemandfromcriticalsec-
tors likeCGdand fertilisershas
ensured that LnG imports re-
mainstrong,afewothersectors
have added to the demand for
LnG due to the prevailing
weather and fuel supply situ-
ation.“India’spowerconsump-
tionsurgedover11%yoyinMay
‘26.Peakdemandhitanall-time
highof over 270GW.With coal
carryingabout 70%of loadand
hydro10%,MinistryofPowerdi-
rected all gas-based plants on
standby for heatwave shortfall
coverage, turning high-cost
LnG intoanon-negotiable grid
necessity,”equirussaid.

FUllreporTon
www.IndIanexpress.com

UStopsIndia’sLNGbasketinMay,
importsrecovertopre-warlevels

sUpplY secUrITY prIorITIsedover prIce concerns amId hIghgas demand wesT asIa conFlIcT

IndiadependsonLNG imports tomeet abouthalf of its natural gas requirement. reuters

pratyushdeep
NewDelhi, June6

WIThIRanwarhittingtheim-
ports under long-term
contracts, gas-based power
generators in India have
sharply jacked up natural gas
purchases from the spot-mar-
ketthissummertofill thevoid.
Betweenapril1andMay26,

power-sector entities pur-
chased 44,67,850millionMet-
ric Million British Thermal
Units (MMBtu) of natural gas
fromthespotmarket.
This was 336.5% higher

thanthecorrespondingperiod
in 2025,more than double the
volumepurchasedin2024,and
nearly 140 times the level re-
corded in2023.
datareleasedbytheCentral

electricity authority (Cea)
shows that none of the
country’s 16 gigawatts (GW) of
gas-gridconnectedcapacityre-
ceived imported LnG under
long-term arrangements in
april.domesticgasavailability
also remainedconstrained.
although30.18millionstan-

dard cubic metres per day
(MMSCMd) of domestic gas
was allotted to this 16 GW of
gas-grid connected capacity,
actual supply in april stood at
just4.33MMSCMd.
Mostofthiswassuppliedto

state government owned gen-
erating stations,whileprivate-
sectorplantsreceivedonly1.07
MMSCMd, all of it supplied to
a single gas-based power sta-
tion. Conflict inWest asia has
cast a shadowover availability
of gas for the country’s gas-
based power plants with the
governmentdecidingtopriori-
tise certain sectors during the
shortage.
Whilegasaccounts foronly

a small share in India’s overall
generationmix, it plays a cru-
cial rebalancing role during
eveningpeakhours,especially
during summer, when solar

output drops. Typically,
around 10 GWof gas-fired ca-
pacity is relied upon during
peak summer—making any
disruption a significant gap
thatneeds tobe filled.

Heavyrelianceonspot
purchase
despite a sharp rise in im-

portedLnGprices,spot-market
purchasesbygas-basedgener-
atorsreachedthehighestlevels
inrecentyearsduringapriland
May, data provided by Indian
Gas exchange (IGX) — the
country’s leading gas-trading
bourse—shows.
The surge was evident in

bothapril andMay.
Inapril, power sector com-

panies purchased 15,67,950
MMBtu of natural gas, a year-
on-year increase of 260.5%
from 435000MMBtu in april
2025.Thesharp increasecame
against the backdrop of a sig-
nificant shift in fuel sourcing.
Inapril 2025, gas-basedpower
plantsmet nearly 38%of their
LnGrequirement through im-
ports under long-term

contracts, alongside spot-mar-
ketpurchases.
The absence of imported

LnGunderlongtermcontracts
wasalsoreflectedinlowerutil-
isation levels.
ThePlantLoadFactor(PLF)

— ameasure of actual gener-
ation as a percentage of in-
stalled capacity — of the
country’s 16 GW of gas-grid
connected capacity stood at
11% inapril, down from 15.3%
inthesamemonth lastyear.
Thepurchasefromthespot

market further increased to
28,99,900MMBtufromMay1to
May 26, compared with
5,88,550MMBtuduringthecor-
responding period last year,
marking a nearly five-fold in-
creaseof392.7%.
The rise inpurchases came

despiteasharpincreaseinspot-
market gasprices amid supply
disruptions due to the conflict
inWest asia. The average spot
gas price stood at Rs 1,606 per
MMBtuinapril,up43.5%from
Rs 1,119 perMMBtu a year ear-
lier. Prices rose further to Rs
1,856 per MMBtu in May, a
jumpof77.4%overRs1,046per
MMBtu inMay lastyear.

Strugglinggasplants
Power generated fromgas-

based units is typically more
expensivethancoalandrenew-
able energy. however, due to
their flexibility, they are gen-
erally used during high-de-
mandperiods tomeetevening
peakdemand.
Inthepast,thegovernment

has invoked emergency
measurestoensureutilitiesop-
erate both gas and coal plants
at full capacity when soaring
temperatures push electricity
consumptiontorecord levels.
however, the utilisation of

India’s gas-basedpowerplants
has been steadily declining,
largelydue tohighfuelcosts.

FUllreporTon
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Spotmarket gaspurchasesby
powerplants jumpover 300%

pressTrustof India
NewDelhi, June6

The dePaRTMenT of Con-
sumer affairs has prescribed
standard pack sizes for edible
oilsundertheLegalMetrology
framework, a move aimed
athelpingconsumerscompare
prices across brands and
make informed purchasing
decisions.
The department has

amended its StandardOperat-
ing Procedure (SoP) for deter-
mination of net quantity and
standard pack sizes of edible
oils and fats, givingmanufac-
turers, packers and importers
a three-month transition
periodtocomplywiththenew
norms, an official statement
said.
The revised SoP prescribes

nine standard pack sizes - 200
ml/g, 500 ml/g, 1 litre/kg, 2
litre/kg, 3 litre/kg, 4 litre/kg, 5
litre/kg, 15 litre/kg and 20
litre/kg-formajoredibleoilsin-
cluding palm, soybean, sun-
flower, mustard, groundnut,
sesame, rice bran, cottonseed
andcornoil,aswellasblended
edibleoils.

Thedecisionfollowsexten-
sive consultations withmajor
edibleoil industryassociations
representingnearly90%ofthe
country’s edibleoil sector.
Underthenewnorms,ifthe

quantity of edible oil is shown
in volume, the packagemust
alsoclearlymentiontheequiv-
alent weight as per the Legal
Metrology (Packaged Com-
modities)Rules, 2011.
Theprovisionswillapplyto

both domestically manufac-
turedandimportededibleoils.
Packages below 200 ml

or200gramsandminoredible
oils have been exempted from
thestandardpacksizerequire-
ment to ensure continued
availability of affordable
smallpacks.
Businesses wishing to

adopt the standard pack sizes
ahead of the deadlinemay do
so immediately, the depart-
ment said.
Sudhakar desai, President

oftheIndianVegetableoilPro-
ducers’association(IVPa)wel-
comed the move and said,
“Thismovewill restore struc-
tural sanity to retail shelves
and level theplaying field.”

Govtmandates standard
edible oil packaging sizes

NestleIndiapays
Rs1,024.5cr
licencefeeinFY26
toSwissparent
NewDelhi:Generallicencefees
(royalty) paid by FMCGmajor
nestle India to itsSwitzerland-
based group entity Societe des
Produits nestle Sa were up
13.91% to Rs 1,024.5 crore in
FY26, according to the com-
pany’s latestannual report.
Besides, nestle India also

paida‘withholdingtaxongen-
erallicencefees’of102.47crore
for the financial year ended
March2026.
In the preceding year of

FY25, nestle India paid a gen-
eral licence fee of Rs 899.41
crore and Rs 89.71 crore as
‘withholding tax on general
licence fees’. nestle India ob-
tains access to the nestle
Group’s technology and intel-
lectual property throughGen-
eral Licence agreements for
manufacturingandmarketing
its products, while continu-
ously benefiting from techno-
logical advancements and in-
novations across the product
categoriesitproducesandsells.
It pays a royalty of 4.5% of net
sales to itsparent firm.PTI

lPowerwoes
lpowergenerated fromgas-
basedunits is typicallymore ex-
pensive thancoal and renewable
energy. However, due to their
flexibility, they aregenerally used
duringhigh-demandperiods to
meet eveningpeakdemand

l In thepast, thegovernment has
invokedemergencymeasures to
ensure utilities operatebothgas
andcoal plants at full capacity
when soaring temperaturespush
electricity consumption to
record levels

lHowever, the utilisationof
India’s gas-basedpowerplants
hasbeen steadily declining,
largely due tohigh fuel costs.

reuters
Bengaluru, June6

MeTa IS considering raising
tens of billions of dollars in a
stock offering as it seeks new
sources of capital to fund the
company’s aI ambitions, the
Financial Times reported on
Friday. The report comes after
alphabetmovedtoraise$84.75
billion in upsized equity offer-
ings, as Big Tech competes to
build data centers and capital-

izeongrowingdemandforaI.
Meta executives have been

exploring “creative” ways
to raise cash as it prepares to
sharplyboost itsaI-relatedex-
penses, the FT report said, cit-
ing three people familiar with
theplans.
after the success of alpha-

bet’s equity raising this week,
the discussions have intensi-
fied,asper thereport.
Meta did not immediately

respond toReuters’ request for

comment. Shares of the social
media company were down
6.6%following thereport.
The world’s largest tech

companies are increasingly
turningtodebtandequitymar-
kets to fund aI infrastructure
investments, marking a shift
from their longstanding prac-
tice of funding investments
largelywithcash.
Meta inOctober filed for its

largestbondofferingeverofup
to$30billion.

Metaplansmega fundraise forAIplans

raviduttamishra
NewDelhi, June6

The IndIa-Oman free trade
agreement (FTa), which was
signedindecemberlastyear,en-
tered into force on June 1, at a
timewhenthesustainedblock-
adeof theStrait ofhormuzhas
begun to translate into wider
macroeconomicworry for the
countryduetohighdependence
on costly imported fuel, ferti-
lisers, andkey industrial input
items.
While higher freight costs

continue tobe amajor impedi-
ment to trade flowswith
theWest asia region, the
trade deal with Oman
could offer a breather for
Indiadue to its geograph-
ical location, which sits
outside the Strait ofhor-
muz.Thecountryisincreasingly
seenas a critical gateway to the
region if the ongoingUS-Iran
conflictcontinues.
Trade experts pointed out

that,unlikemostGulfcountries,
whichrelyonshippingthrough
the Strait ofhormuz,muchof
Oman’s coastline is
located outside the strait, di-
rectlyonthearabianSeaandthe
GulfofOman. Thisallowsmajor
portssuchasthePortofSalalah
andPortofduqmtoremainac-
cessible even when traffic
throughthestrait isdisrupted.
Ties with Oman would be

important for India as its trade
withtheUaehastakenabighit
duetotheWestasiacrisis.after
signing a trade deal with the
Uae in 2022, abu dhabi
emerged as one of the largest
tradepartnersintheGulfregion,
with overall trade crossing
$100 billion during the last
financialyear.
however, overall tradewith

theUaehasdeclinedby35%in
april. This is primarilybecause
only twoUaeports, Khor Fak-
kanandFujairah,havemanaged
toavoidoperationaldifficulties
amidtheblockade.
Tradedataalsoshowedthat

while commerce with West
asiancountrieshascomeunder
pressuresincetheStraitofhor-

muz was closed on March 2,
tradewithOmanhaspickedup.
energyimportsfromIraq,Qatar
andtheUaedeclinedsharplyin
april, but shipments from
Omanjumped246.42%to$1.48
billionlastmonth,comparedto
$429.58millioninaprillastyear.
Before thewar, India’s trade

hadbeenheavilydependenton
theUaeandSaudiarabia.The
two countries accounted for
8.4%and2.7%ofIndia’stotalex-
ports, respectively, in FY25,
whileOman’ssharestoodatjust
0.9%. On the import side, the
Uae and Saudi arabia com-

prised8.8%and4.2%of
India’s total imports,
with Oman again at
0.9%,CommerceMin-
istry data showed.
Under thedeal,Oman
has granted zero-duty

access on 98% of tariff lines
covering99%ofIndia’sexports,
boostingprospectsforproducts
ranging frompetroleumgoods
tomachinery and steel. “The
agreement deepens India’s
energy securitybyensuringac-
cess toOmani crude oil, LnG,
fertilisers,methanol and am-
monia,worthover$7.2billionin
imports in FY2026,” former
trade officer and founder of
thinktankGlobalTradeandRe-
searchInitiative(GTRI),ajaySri-
vastavasaid.
althoughover80%ofIndian

exportsalreadyenteredOmanat
relatively lowaverage tariffs of
around 5%, duties on certain
products reached as high as
100%,hesaid,addingthat their
elimination is expected to im-
provethecompetitivenessofIn-
diangoodsintheOmanimarket,
thoughexportgrowthwillinevi-
tably be constrained by the
country’s relatively smallmar-
ket size. The pact with Oman
alsoassumessignificancegiven
itsroleintheongoingWestasia
conflict. Iran’sdeputyForeign
Minister KazemGharibabadi
has said thatTehran isworking
onarrangements todetermine
what services “Iran andOman
areprovidingintheStraitofhor-
muz”. FUll reporT on

www.IndIanexpress.com

WestAsiaConflict:
HowpactwithOman
cushionsIndia’s trade

lInDIa’slngIMPort
(milliontonnes)

source: Kpler

sUpplIer maY
2026

monThlY
average
In2025

us 0.9 0.2
nigeria 0.5 0.1
oman 0.3 0.2
Angola 0.3 0.1
uAe 0.1 0.3
Qatar 0 1
others 0.1 0.2

E.

lIndia-omantrade

Year exporTs
($Bn)

ImporTs
($Bn)

Trade
Balance ($Bn)

ToTal
Trade

2024-25 4.06 6.54 2.48 10.60

2023-24 4.42 4.52 0.10 8.94

2022-23 4.47 7.91 3.44 12.38

2021-22 3.14 6.84 3.70 9.98

2020-21 2.3 3.08 0.78 5.38

source:commerce& IndustrYmInIstrY

WiththeWestAsiawardraggingon, theReserveBankof India (RBI)onFridayraised its
headlineretail inflation forecast for2026-27by50basispoints to5.1%,with theaveragefor
October-December2026at5.9%—almost touchingtheupperboundof thecentralbank’s
2%-6%mandate.Meanwhile, themedianestimate for thesamequarterof40economists from
outsidetheRBIwasasignificantly lower5.5%,asper thecentralbank’sSurveyofProfessional
Forecasters.Forecasts—byboththeRBIandexternaleconomists—for theother three
quartersof thecurrent financialyearwereallwithin20bpsofeachother,although itwasthe
centralbank’snumberswhichwerehigher inevery instance.Evenwhen itcomestounderlying
pricepressures, theprofessional forecastersseecore inflation—or inflationexcludingfood
andfuel—averaging4.4%in2026-27asagainst theRBI’s latestprojectionof4.7%.Onthe
growthfront,viewsaremorecloselyaligned:6.6%bytheRBIasagainst6.5%bythe
forecasters.But thequarterlynumbers revealedthecentralbanktobemorecautious.

lIstherBIpessimisticoninflation?

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY27 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

7%

6%

5%

4%

3%

2%

1%

0%

7.2%

7.0%

6.8%

6.6%

6.4%

6.2%

6.0%

5.8%

Professional
forecasters

rBI

nrBI nProfessionalforecasters

source:rBI

InflatIonforecasts growthforecasts
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Letter No. 2604 Date: 04.06.2026

1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2581, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-15/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No.2142, Dtd. 11.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.

19.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before

Dtd. 18.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.

20.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

25001/328/2627

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0033

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Letter No. 2606 Date: 04.06.2026

1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2572, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-17/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No.2321, Dtd. 15.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.

24.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before

Dtd. 23.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.

25.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

25001/326/2627

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0031

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Letter No. 2614 Date: 04.06.2026

1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2581, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-09/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No.2202, Dtd.11.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.

19.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before

Dtd. 18.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.

20.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

25001/333/2627

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0038

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Letter No. 2630 Date: 04.06.2026

1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2572, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-05/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No.2093, Dtd.08.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.

24.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before

Dtd. 23.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.

25.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

25001/336/2627

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0031

Ref. NO: WBGB/HO/GSAD/1659/2026-27 Dated 06/06/2026,
Tender Notice for Supply, Delivery, Embedding, Installation, Commissioning &
Maintenance of BIS Certified Class “BB” TRTL Gold Safes and Class “A” TRTL Cash
Safes with Standard Time Lock Arrangement at Various Branches of West Bengal
Gramin Bank issued by West Bengal Gramin Bank, Head Office. For details, please
visit Bank's website https://wbgb.bank.in under Notice and Tender section.

TENDER NOTICE

Website: www.wbgb.bank.inwww.wbgb.bank.in

West Bengal Gramin Bank invites applications from experienced, reputed, technically
competent and financially sound Architects, Interior Consultants, Electrical Contractors
and Furniture/Furnishing Contractors for empanelment with the Bank for execution of
various infrastructure development, furnishing, renovation, modernization, electrical and
allied works at its Branches, Offices and other establishments. Interested applicants may
download the detailed Empanelment Notice (Ref. No. WBGB/HO/GSAD/1662/2026-27
dated 06.06.2026) containing eligibility criteria and other terms & conditions from the
Bank's website www.wbgb.bank.in.

TENDER NOTICE

Website: www.wbgb.bank.inwww.wbgb.bank.in

aries (Mar21 -apr20):Pay attention towhat you say
anddo todaybecause this is amildly accident-proneday.
family discussions andefforts to tackle home repairswill
gowell. Youmight decide to shopand spendmoney todoa
bang-up job. ThisWeek:homeand family are happy.

Taurus(apr21 -May21):Youhave a lot of energy to
talk to friends andgroups today. Youmight get excited
about discussing futuregoalswith someone. Keepaneye
onyourmoneyandpossessions. ThisWeek: You'rewarm
andenthusiasticwith everyone.

geMini (May22 - June21):People notice you today and
someknowpersonal details about your private life. Your
daily routinemight be interrupted today. ThisWeek: Ex-
ploremoneymaking ideas. You're hot.

cancer(June22 - July23):Travel plans, publishing,
themedia,medicine and the lawmight bringexcitement.
anunexpectedhitchmight occur. Share your ideaswith
others today. Talking to someonewillmake you feel good.
ThisWeek: You feelwarmandgenerous to yourworld.

leo(July24-aug23):Keepaneyeonyourmoneyand
assets today.Discussionswith authority figureswill gowell
because you look informedandproactive. ThisWeek: This
is a feel-goodweek. Lucky you.

Virgo(aug24-sep23):Beprepared to cooperatewith
others today,which is not ademanding thing.Discussions
about travel, themedia andpublishingmight interest you.
authority figuresmight catch youoff guard. ThisWeek:
Timewith friends andgroups is rewarding.

liBra (sep24-ocT23):Yourwork routinemight be in-
terrupted todayby travel plans or dealingwith foreign in-
terests. Discussionswithbosses andauthority figureswill
gowell. You'll haveno troubledefending your interests.
ThisWeek: Youmakea fabulous impressiononeveryone!

scorpio (ocT24 -noV23): This is a fun-loving day!
Nevertheless, it's amildly accident-prone day for your
kids. Plansmight change today. Discussionswith
partners and close friendswill be lively and vigorous.
ThisWeek: Excellent for travel, publishing,medicine
and the law.

sagiTTarius (noV24-dec22):Bepatientwith
partners, spouses andclose friends to avoid reactions to
somethingunexpected. This is a goodday tomake im-
provementswhere you live. ThisWeek:Moneymight come
to you.

capricorn(dec23- Jan20):This is a fast-paced,
busyday! Stay on your toes, because your plansmight
suddenly change.Spouses, partners andclose friends
have your back. ThisWeek:happyconnections
with others.

aQuarius (Jan21 -FeB19):Double-checkmoney
transactions, because somethingmight beoff. You're
happy to spendmoney tomakehome improvements. You
might seeways toboost your earnings aswell. ThisWeek:
Jobandhealth improvements!

pisces (FeB20-Mar20):Today youhave lots ofmental
energy andeagerness to chatwith others. Prepare for
suddenchanges toplans. Keepyour eyesopenand stay
flexible. ThisWeek: romanceand fun times abound.

lyourweekaheadlSundayCroSSword 2585

Quickclues
across
8.Romangoddess (4)
9.Arabian spirit (5)
10.Part of verb tobe (4)
11.Layers of rocks,
atmosphere etc. ? (6)
12.Shed (8)
13.Helpfully or
serviceably (8)
15.Snub (6)
17.Addition, appendix
or appendage (7)
19.Cut or lopped (7)
22. Indian religious
leader (6)
24.Anarchy (8)
26.Progressivelyworse
(8)
28.Cardgame (6)
30.Cigarette end (4)
31.Slowly,musically (5)
32.Nobleman (4)

Down
1.Cooking fat (4)
2.French stew (3-2-3)
3.Whitlow (6)
4.Oppositeword (7)
5.Academic teacher (8)
6.Soakup (6)
7. ___ up : enthuses or
elates? (4)
14.Hinduholyman (5)
16.Escapes from
danger (5)
18.Collarbone (8)
20.Many (8)
21.Ashes competitor ?
(7)
23.European river -
sometimes "blue" (6)
25. Informal chat (6)

27.Awareof (4)
29.Bloodandguts (4)

crypTicclues
across
8.Yucatannative is
allowed to answer (4)
9. In favour of attempt
todowithout (5)
10.Hebrewmonth the
Spanish find inmiddle
of July (4)
11.Knot-tying a regular
thing at this Scottish
border village!
(6)
12.Non-treat
participants keep
chattering (6,2)
13.Bound to succeedas
is evident (8)
15.Descend to the

warehouse (6)
17.Smearwith special
cloth torn apart (7)
19.May I canter? Sure!
(7)
22.Makean
enlargement of an
explosion (4,2)
24.O.K., so there's
nothing left of this (3,5)
26.Helping toprepare
spudsonSunday?
Great! (8)
28.Examined indepth
a causeof complaint (1-
5)
30.Bale out if you can !
(4)
31.Dirty looksmaking
one reel back to apoint
(5)
32.Birds seenwhen

another rises (4)

Down
1.Pianomusic for two
(4)
2.Street encircling an
articlewith the villain
in the capital (8)
3.Oldapartmentwith
key acquired recently
(2,4)
4.Geraint turned to
stone (7)
5.Oneof Shakespeare's
twodetachedhouses (8)
6.Double about to get
lawyer back ?Take
another look at it (6)
7.Victor gets a fond
embrace and love (4)
14. Apple of the
(teacher's) eye (5)
16.Put in thebalance
(5)
18.Leap froman island
getting Spanish
encouragement
(8)
20.Closely followa
method todwindle (4,4)
21.Vehicleworkswith
Masefield's lines (7)
23.Laundress, perhaps,
used tobe female (6)
25.Lieutenant carrying
bladed tools ismost
careless (6)
27.Gangs require a
doctor qualified in
surgery (4)
29.English ideaof
heaven is away to chill
beer (4)

JuMBledwords

Bridge

su
do

ku
63

42

SolutIoNS to 2584Quickclues across: 1 abubble, 5 Tapster, 10 Juba, 11 Traitorous, 12 Speechless, 13 Naps, 14
hindustan, 17 fleck, 19 Stack, 20 Catherine, 23 flee, 25 heartthrob, 28 Indecisive, 29 Thar, 30 Isotope, 31 athlete down: 2
Blueprint, 3 Blare, 4 Latches, 6 artist, 7 Strangler, 8 Equip, 9 Wane, 15 Decrement, 16 aka, 18 Consonant, 21 hottest, 22 Shrimp,
24 Lungs, 26 as is, 27 hotel crypTic clues across: 1 addling, 5 offered, 10 Snub, 11 Wrist-watch, 12 Escalators, 13 Tret, 14
Bumblebee, 17 forge, 19 askew, 20 Spokesman, 23 flee, 25 Neck-to-knee, 28 Santa Maria, 29 fief, 30 Peering, 31 Estrade
down: 2 Dinosaurs, 3 Libya, 4 Newwave, 6 fetish, 7 Exactions, 8 Emcee, 9 Tiro, 15 Beefeater, 16 ESP, 18 Grapeseed, 21 Kit-
bags, 22 Gnomon, 24 Lease, 26 Carl, 27 Kafir

SolutIoNS:opera,Idiot,Tatter,unpaid
aNSWEr:apoetclingstohisowntraditionandavoidsinternationalism.-
SalvatoreQuasimodo

Givenbeloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake
properwords andmove themto the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shadedcircles and jumble themtoget the
answer for the givenquip.

A__ clings tohisown____ andavoids internationalism. -
SalvatoreQuasimodo (4,.,9)

Difficultylevel5s
instructions
To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, everydigit from
1 to9must appear in
eachof thenine vertical
columns, in eachof the
ninehorizontal rows
and in eachof thenine
boxes.

Difficultylevel
1s =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s =Medium;4s =Hard;
5s =VeryHard;
6s =Genius

roEPa

IIDot

rtaEtt

aIuDNP

so
lu

Ti
o
n
su

do
ku

63
41

If IT’SYour
BirThday
sundayJune7:This year excit-
ing changeswill bring you in-
creasedpersonal freedom.Seek
out newopportunities andbe
ready to act fast. Expect to travel.

MondayJune8:This is a year of
service for you, probably service
to family. Take careof yourself so
youcanbeahelp to thosewho
turn to you for guidance.

TuesdayJune9:This is a year
of teaching and learning. renew
your spiritual or religiousbeliefs.
Explorephilosophies that give you
abetter self-awareness.

wednesdayJune10:This year
youwill reap thebenefits of all
your hardwork. Expect power and
leadership. You'll bebusywith
major decisions. Promotions,
kudos andawardswill put you in
the spotlight.

ThursdayJune11:This is the
final year of a nine-year cycle.
Take inventory of your life. Do
some internal andexternal house-
cleaning.Communewith nature.
focusonbeingmore com-
passionate, loving andgenerous.

FridayJune12:This is a year of
freshbeginnings andmajor
changes. Be ready to take action
anddefine your goals.What you
donowwill bringgreat benefits in
the future. Prepare for leadership.

saTurdayJune13:This is a
slower pacedyear. Take time to re-
juvenate your energy. focuson
business andpersonal relation-
ships. Concentrate on your needs
andwhat brings youhappiness.

Theproblemposed to you lastweekwasdealt in
oKBridge a fewyears back. The top spot is seven
clubsbut it is not the easiest of contracts to
reach.Dealer: NorthVulnerable: Both

NorTh
♠ aK9743
❤ a8
♦ aK6
♣ Q8

SouTh
♠ J 6 2
❤ K 102
♦ 10
♣ aKJ 1094

Westplays thequeenofdiamonds.Plan theplay.West
led thequeenofdiamonds.Declarerwon indummy
andpaused.Whatcouldgowrong? If spadeswereno
worse than3-1, hecoulddrawtrumps,go to theaceof
spades,discardaspadeonadiamondhonour, and
ruffout thespadesuit.only4-0spadeswill defeat the
contract, and for sureEastdoesn'thaveaspadevoid,
orhewouldhavedoubled for spade lead.Sodeclarer,
perhapsabit tired fromthe longauction,drewtrumps
andwent todummy inspades,planning tosetup
spades.Thecontractwasnowdownone,becausehe
neededtwospaderuffsandhadonlyoneentryback
todummy(theaceofhearts).

ThewesThand:♠❤QJ76 ♦QJ753 ♣7632

TheeasThand:♠Q10J76 ❤9543 ♦9843 ♣5

Declarer lookedat the four hands and suddenly
shookhis head, saying, "What ablind spot. all I had
todowas ruff a heart in dummy!"
Dealer:West Vulnerable: Both

Youare East. Partner leads the thequeenof dia-
monds.Declarerwins the trick in thedummyand
leads a trump toWest's ace.West returns the two
of clubs to your ace.What next?

WESt North EaSt South
1♠ pass 2♣

pass 2NT pass 3♠

pass 4♣ pass 4NT
pass 5♦ pass 5❤

pass 5♠ pass 5NT
pass 6♦ pass 7♣
pass pass pass

NorTh
♠ 7 2
❤ a94
♦ a J83
♣ K754

EaST
♠ J
❤ 1065
♦ K 109742
♣ a96

WESt North EaSt South
pass pass 2D♦ 2S♠

pass 3NT pass 4S♠

pass pass pass
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For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the

tender documents,
Please visit website at

https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

The Following Tenders Have Been
F l oa t ed On l i ne . Tende r s A re
Requested To Visit The Website
www.ireps.gov.in And Submit Their
OffersOnline. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD May Be Seen In
Website. Offers Submitted Manually
Will Not Be Accepted. Offers By Post
Will Not Be Entertained. Tender
Closing Time Is 14.30 Hrs Of The Due
Date Of The Tender . “For A l l
Indigenous Offers, EMD Will Be
Accepted Only Via Online System As
AvailableOn www.ireps.gov.in.”
TenderNo. BriefDescription
31261200 One Coach Set of Air

Spring

76261005 Manua l Me t a l A r c
Welding Electrode Size
4.00x350mm

LY265085A T r a c k M e a s u r i n g
System for Surveying
Ra i l road Geomet ry
Model TrackScan

54255016 Supply, installation &
Comm i s s i o n i n g o f
DesktopPC i3

54265003 Set of Safety Nuts for
Ground Connect ion
220mm

93261031 Compreg Plywood Slat
Size 12x1220x2850mm

81261419 Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG)

33261616B TPESpring pad

33261138 G a n g w a y B r i d g e
MountingBolt

38262361 Load sensing device
VTA for BLC

LH257456A Supply, installation Of
FRPMODULARToilet

LH265782 Bogie FrameAssembly

66266272 Procurement of DEUTZ
MakeSpares for TM

33261092 P r i m a r y V e r t i c a l
Damper

38265015 Constant Contact side
bearer

38262185 SNUBBER Springs for
CASNUB22HS

38262191 A i r B r a k e H o s e
Coupling support

66266285 P r o c u r e m e n t o f
HARSCO Make Spares
for TM

60266003 1 i n 8 . 5 T /O PSC
Sleepers to T-9841

38262294 POHKIT forD.V.KEO

66265845 Procurement of Spares
for TM

Note : -Due da t e s o f Tende r
O p e n i n g : S L . N o . 0 1 o n
dt.12.06.2026.SL.No. 02 on dt.
23.06.2026. SL.No.03 dt. 24.06.2026 .
SL.No.04 on dt. 25.06.2026 SL.No.05
to 09 on dt 29.06.2026. SL.No.10 on dt
3 0 . 0 6 . 2 0 2 6 S L . N o . 1 1 o n
dt.01.07.2026. SL.No.12 to 16 on
d t . 0 2 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 6 S L . N o . 1 7 o n
dt.03.07.2026. SL.No.18 to 20 on
d t . 0 7 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 6 . S L . N o . 2 1 o n
dt.13.07.2026

Corrigendum
1) Tender Notice No.05/2026 dt.
01.05.2026 Tender No.6026PT018
due on 01.06.2026 may be read as
DueDT. 15.06.2026.
2) Tender Notice No.07/2026 dt.
15.05.2026 Tender No.67255011A
due on 05.06.2026 may be read as
DueDT. 18.06.2026.
Beside Above Mentioned Tenders
There Are Other Tenders Having
Value AboveRs.50 Lakhs.
For Details, Please Visit Railway
Website Above.

Principal Chief Materials
Manager/Secunderabad

TENDER NOTICE NO: 10/2026
Dt.05.06.2026.

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
e-Procurement Tender Notice

P
U
B
/3
48

Sr.Divisional Signal & Telecom
Engineer/Secunderabad

On behalf of The President of India,
Sr.Divisional Signal & Telecom
Engineer Secunderabad Division,
South Central Railway, Secunderabad
invites open tenders for the following
works through e-Procurement of the
tenders.
S.No.: 01 Tender No. & Date:
C_SG_36_606 Dt:04/06/2026 Closing
dt:26/06/2026 Name of the work :
S C H E D U L E - A S i g n a l i n g &
Telecommunication arrangements for
shif t ing of Signal l ing cables at
proposed construction of Limited
Subway Br No. 217A at SKZR yard at
Km No. 202/33-35 SCHEDULE B
1. Signalling & Telecommunication
arrangements in view of BPQ-ASAF
Sec:Prov safety fencing along the track
for speed 130kmph and above using
NHAI anti-crash barrier/W-beam steel
Fence for 107.40 Km. 2. Signalling &
Telecommunication arrangements in
view of ASAF-PTKP Sec:Pro safety
fencing along the track for speed
130kmph and above using NHAI anti-
crash barler/W-beam steel fencing for
1 1 4 . 2 2 K m 3 . S i g n a l l i n g &
Telecommunication arrangements in
view of PTKP-KZJ Sec: Pro safety
fencing along the track for speed
130kmph and above using NHAI anti-
crash barrier / W-beam steel fencing
5 0 . 3 4 K m 4 . S i g n a l l i n g &
Telecommunication arrangements in
view of KZJ-MLMG Sec: Prop.safety
fencing along the track for speed
130kmph and above using NHAI anti-
crash barrier / W-beam steel fencing
fo r 105 .68km 5 . S igna l l i ng &
Telecommunication arrangements in
view of MLMG-KI Sec: Pro.safety
fencing along the track for speed
130kmph and above using NHAI anti-
crash barrier / W-beam steel fencing
for 116.78 Km Approx Value (`):
2,65,01,970.68Bid security/EMD (`):
530000.00
For further details visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in.

Follow us on @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE

P
U
B
/3
47

A416

Divisional Railway Manager
(Works), Hyderabad

On behalf of the President of India,
Divisional Railway Manager/Works,
Hyderabad Division, South Central
Railway, Secunderabad invites Open
Tenders for the following works
through e-procurement up to 15.00
hours of 29/06/2026.
Tender No. : 63_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
Annual repairs/maintenance of
quarters and service buildings under
the Jurisdiction of SSE/W/NLGD and
SSE/W/RN of ADEN/Estates-I/HYB for
a period of one year (2026-2027)
Approx Value (`): 3,19,21,672 EMD
(`):6,38,400
Tender No. : 64_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
Annual repairs/maintenance of
quarters and service buildings of
SSE/W/S.O-II and SSE/W/WW/SLGD
u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f
ADEN/Estates-I/HYB for a period of
one year (2026-2027) Approx Value
(`):2,26,22,271EMD (`):4,52,500
Tender No. : 65_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
Annual repairs/maintenance of
quarters and service buildings of
SSE/W/SLGD under the jurisdiction of
ADEN/Estates-I/HYB for a period of
one year (2026-2027) Approx Value
(`):2,27,59,869EMD (`):4,55,200
Tender No. : 66_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
Annual repairs/maintenance of
quarters and service buildings under
the Jurisdiction of SSE/W/KCG and
SSE/W/WW/SC of ADEN/Estates-
II/HYB for a period of one year (2026-
2027) Approx Value (`): 2,97,07,003
EMD (`):5,94,200
Tender No. : 67_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name o f t h e wo r k : A n n u a l
maintenance of service buildings and
quarters SSE/W/MLY under the
jurisdiction of ADEN/ESTATES-II/HYB
for a period of one year 2026-2027
Approx Value (`): 2,38,39,094 EMD
(`):4,76,800
Tender No. : 68_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name o f t h e wo r k : A n n u a l
maintenance of service buildings and
q u a r t e r s S S E / W / G O C ,
SSE/W/WW/SC under the jurisdiction
of ADEN/ESTATES-II/HYB for a period
of one year (2026-2027)ApproxValue
(`):4,02,98,823EMD (`):8,06,000
Tender No. : 69_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
Annual repairs/maintenance of
quarters and service buildings under
the Jurisdiction of SSE/W/IRISET &
SSE/W/SO-I OF ADEN/Estates-I/HYB
for a period of one year (2026-2027)
Approx Value (`): 2,04,86,564 EMD
(`):4,09,700
Tender No. : 70_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
ADEN/KCG - Annua l r epa i r s /
maintenance of quarters and service
buildings including stations, circulating
areas, yards, foot over bridges,
gardens/parks under the jurisdiction of
ADEN/KCG for a period 01.07.2026 to
30.06.2027 Approx Value (` ) :
2,80,71,992EMD (`):5,61,400
Tender No. : 71_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
ADEN/KRNT - Annual repai rs /
maintenance of quarters and service
buildings including stations, circulating
areas, yards, foot over bridges,
gardens/parks under the jurisdiction of
ADEN/KRNT for a period 01.07.2026
to 30.06.2027 Approx Value (`):
2,54,09,998EMD (`):5,08,200
Tender No. : 72_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
A D E N / M E D - A n n u a l
repairs/maintenance of quarters and
service buildings including stations,
circulating areas, yards, foot over
bridges, gardens/parks under the
jurisdiction of ADEN/MED for a period
01.07.2026 to 30.06.2027 Approx
Value (`): 2,11,74,999 EMD (`):
4,23,500

Tender No. : 73_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:
ADEN /NZB - Annua l r epa i r s /
maintenance of quarters and service
buildings including stations, circulating
areas, yards, foot over bridges,
gardens/parks under the jurisdiction of
ADEN/NZB for a period 01.07.2026 to
30.06.2027 Approx Value (` ) :
2,10,53,994EMD (`):4,21,100
Tender No. : 74_DRM_W_HYB_26
Name of the work: HYB Division:-
Annual Zonal contract for bridge works
in HYB Division for the year 2026-27
Approx Value (`): 60,00,000 EMD (`):
1,20,000

For further details visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in

Follow us on @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE No.63 to 74 _
DRM_W_HYB_26 dt. 04/06/2026
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NTPC Limited
(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

Corporate Identification Number: L40101DL1975GOI007966
Regd. Office: NTPC Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE Complex, 7, Institutional Area,

Lodi Road, New Delhi -110003
Tel.: 011-24360959

Email: isd@ntpc.co.in, Website: www.ntpc.co.in

Leading the Power Sector

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND DEMATERIALISATION
OF PHYSICAL SECURITIES

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to SEBI Circular No. H0/38/13/11(2)2026-
thMIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated 30 January 2026, a Special Window shall be

th thopened for a period of one year, from 5 February 2026 to 4 February 2027 to
facilitate transfer and dematerialisation of physical securities which were

stsold/purchasedprior to1 April 2019.
The said special window shall also be available for such transfer requests which

stweresubmittedprior to1 April 2019andwere rejected/returned/not attended to
due to deficiency in the documents/process/or otherwise. Further, the securities
so transferredshall bemandatorily credited to the transfereeonly in dematmode
and shall be under lock-in for a period of one year from the date of registration of
transfer. During the lock-in period, such securities shall not be transferred, lien-
marked or pledged. Investors/transferees are requested to refer to the aforesaid
SEBI Circular for details of the documents required to be submitted for transfer
requests.
For any requests/queries, investor/transferee may contact the Company's RTA,
as follows:

For Equity Shares For Tax Free Bonds 2013 (Series 50)
and Tax Free Bonds 2015 (Series 56)

Beetal Financial & Computer
Services Pvt. Ltd.

KFin Technologies LimitedName

rdBeetal House, 3 Floor, 99,
Madangir, behind local
shopping centre, near Dada
Harsukh Das Mandir,
New Delhi-110062

Selenium Building, Tower-B, Plot No.
31 & 32, Financial District,
Nanakramguda, Serilingampally,
Hyderabad, Rangareddy,
Telangana-500 032

Address

ntpc@beetalfinancial.com einward.ris@kfintech.comEmail
011- 42959000 1800-3094001Phone No.
011- 29961284 -Fax

In line with the aforesaid circular, cases involving disputes between transferor and
transferee and securities which have been transferred to Investor Education and
ProtectionFund (IEPF) shall not beconsideredunder thiswindowforprocessing.

Date: 06.06.2026
Place: New Delhi

For NTPC Limited
sd/-

(Ritu Arora)
Company Secretary &
Compliance Officer

M. No.: F5270

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the

tender documents,
Please visit website at

https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

Chief Administrative Officer,
Const., Secunderabad

C E / C - I I I / S C C o n s t r u c t i o n
O r g a n i s a t i o n , S . C . R a i l w a y ,
Secunderabad, respectively, invites e-
tender on behalf of the President of
India for the followingworks:

S.No.: 01 NIT No. : 30-CAO- C-SC-
2026Date: 30/05/2026Nameofwork:
SCR Construction Organization:
Ka tapad i -T i r upa t i Doub l i ng –
Proposed construction of SSE/Works,
SSE/P.Way, SSE/S&T, ADEN,
ADEE/TRD offices and Rest house of
Track machine staff in between
Katpad i and Ti rupat i s ta t ions.
Estimated Cost(`): 7,92,62,201.29
EMD (`): 15,85,300/- Completion
Period: 12 (Twelve) Months Date of
Opening:26.06.2026 15:00hrs.
S.No.: 02 NIT No. : 31-CAO- C-SC-
2026Date: 30/05/2026Nameofwork:
SCR Construction Organization:
G u d u r - R e n i g u n t a T r i p l i n g –
Con s t r u c t i o n o f SSE /Wo r k s ,
SSE/P.Way, SSE/S&T, SSE/TRD
ADEE/TRD office buildings in between
Gudur and Renigunta stations and
Officers Rest house at Gudur station.
Estimated Cost (`): 9,29,76,324.64
EMD (`): 18,59,500/- Completion
Period: 12 (Twelve) Months Date of
Opening:26.06.2026 15:00hrs.
S.No.: 03 NIT No. : 32-CAO- C-SC-
2026Date: 30/05/2026Nameofwork:
SCR Construction Organization:
Guntakal Division - Gudur-Renigunta
–T i r u pa t i Doub l i n g -P r oposed
construction of platform No.6&7,
Extension of Platform No. 4 &5, VIP
siding platform under Non interlocked
working period of Renigunta yard and
construction of C&W office building at
Renigunta station. Estimated Cost
(` ) : 8 ,66 ,20 ,806 .04 EMD (` ) :
17,32,400/- Completion Period: 12
(Twelve) Months Date of Opening:
26.06.2026 15:00hrs.

i) For bid document and other details,
p l e a s e l o g i n t o w e b s i t e
https://ireps.gov.in.
ii) Tenderers can submit their offers
online during tender submission period
which is the Fifteen days period prior
to closing of tender.

iii) Tenderers should watch for any
corrigenda (issued online only) up to
the date of commencement of the
tender submission period.

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(through https://ireps.gov.in)
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A413

We 1. Sri Sukhendu Das and 2. Smt. Bina
Das (both residing at 1, Gholar Ghat Road,
P.O. & P.S. Parnasree, Kolkata-700060)
and 3. Sri Debashish Sasmal and 4. Smt.
Suparna Sasmal (both residing at 388/21F,
Upen Banerjee Road, P.O. & P.S. Parnasree,
Kolkata-700060)purchased land situated in
Mouza Gopalpur (J.L. No. 101) under the
Kolkata Block (Plot No. 2746) in the year 2021
via registered sale deeds (Deed Nos. 7519/21,
7520/21, and 7521/21). We purchased this
land from Sri Nabakumar Mandal as the
Power of Attorney holder appointed by the five
daughters of the late Ankur Chandra Mandal
(Power of Attorney Deed No. 01016/2011).
Now we have applied for the mutation of the
said land (Case Nos. MN/2026/1630/3611,
MN/2026/1630/3608, MN/2026/1630/3613,
and MN/2026/1630/3614, respectively). If
any person has any objection regarding this
matter, please submit it within one month from
the date of this advertisement to the Kolkata
B.L.L.R.O. office (Address: KMC Building,
Room No. 328, 5 S.N. Banerjee Road,
Kolkata-700013) or via email (bllroatm@
gmail.com).

Legal Notice

Tender Notice No: 16/2026-27/SE(W-II)/EE (PW-MDW)DB, Dt: 04-06-2026
Number of works - 03 Works, Value of work Rs.3,22,41,603.00
Starting Date: 04-06-2026, Ending Date: 19-06-2026.
Note: Further details at http://www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in
O/o. the EE-II Cell No. 99480 95518

Sd/- Commissioner, GVMC

GREATER VISAKHAPATNAMMUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising

copy,it isnotpossibletoverify

its contents. The Indian

Express (P) Limited cannot

beheldresponsible forsuch

contents,nor forany lossor

damageincurredasaresultof

transactionswithcompanies,

associations or individuals

advertisinginitsnewspapers

orPublications.Wetherefore

recommend that readers

make necessary inquiries

before sending any monies

or entering into any

agreementswithadvertisers

or otherwise acting on an

advertisement in any

manner whatsoever.
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Opinion

In2018, close to 400women from 17panchayats assembled outside the
Bodhgayablockoffice,withademand:
giveuswork,orunemploymentallow-

ance.theblockdevelopmentofficerlocked
his room and slipped out through a back
door.hecouldnotget far.thewomensur-
roundedthebuildingandsloganeered.two
days later, thewomengotwork.
one of them was anju. She tells the

story with a laugh—the Bdo locking his
doorandthelookonthefacesofmenwho
hadneverseen400womenarrivewithde-
mands and awill to stay until thosewere
met.thelaughsignifiesthesatisfactionof
someonewhowastold,formostofherlife,
that she had no power but found out
otherwise.
anjuwasbornin1978inruralBihar.her

fatherdidnot let her go to school.his rea-
son: if shewent, awitchwould eat her. So
the school years passed, and she grew up
unabletoreadorwrite.at15,shewasmar-
ried.herhusbanddrankandbeather.For
eighthoursoffarmwork,shewaspaidone
andahalfkilogramsofrice,notmoney.She
stayed in themarriage.She thought, “iam
noteducated;whatelsecanido?”

then, in 2006, Jeevika came. a self-
helpgroupwasforminginhervillage.She
wouldhavetosavefiverupeesaweek.She
didnothavefiverupees.anotherwoman
told her, “take out a fistful from the rice
you cook each day and save it. that will
be enough.”
She started going to the group. She

started talking. Slowly and gradually, the
groupbecameasafespaceforher,asolace
fromthedailybeatings. She tooka loanof
Rs 4,000 when her daughter needed
money for school admission. Shebrought
themoneyhome.herhusbandwentquiet.
“he felt that i, too, could do something,”
she says. “that i can bringmoney.” the
beatingsstopped,notbecausehereformed,
butbecausehisideaofheraspowerlesshad
beenbroken.
mgnRega came to her in 2015. the

contrastwithcasualfarmlabourwasstark.
threehoursofwork inthemorning, rang-
ingfromsoilcuttingandtreeplanting,with
thepaymentdoneincash,notkind,witha
groupoffortywomenwholaughedanddi-
vided tasks andmade thework feel less of
achore.“Weworked,”shesays,“evenwith-
outbeingeducated”.

For a womanwho had spent years be-
lievingthatthelackofeducationexplained
everything, this experience was a recali-
bration. She learned something else, too:
she had rights. if work was not provided
within 15 days of a demand, she was en-
titled to an unemployment allowance.
that the state could owe her something
wasnewinformation,andshefileditcare-
fully inhermind.
in 2018, when the work stopped

coming, she used it. Four hundred
women,seventeenpanchayats,onecourt-
yard, one demand. the Bdo ran. the
work came back. “i felt proud,” she says.
this is what pride looks like when it has
been earned. the pride of a womanwho
was toldawitchwouldeather if shewent
toschool,whosavedfiverupeesandafist-
fulofriceatatime,whostoodinagovern-
ment courtyardwith hundreds of others,
watching themen run.
anju now works at a haldiram’s fac-

tory.twelvehoursaday,makingameagre
Rs 400. She does not know about the
UnionBudget thisyear,or theproposal to
replacemgnRegawiththeVB-gRamg,
or the debate about shifting the pro-

gramme fromdemand-driven to supply-
driven.Shehasnothadtimetomeetany-
oneorget informationsinceshestartedat
the factory. When told that mgnRega
had been effectively discontinued, she
wentquiet.
thisisthesilencepolicymakersshould

sitwithanddeconstruct.the shift froma
demand-driven to a supply-driven em-
ployment is, in the language of policy, a
technical adjustment. on the ground, it
meansthatwomenlikeanju,wholearned
slowly and at great cost that they had the
righttodemandwork,nolongerhavethat
right. the legal entitlement that gave her
the language for the gherao, the grounds
to stand in that courtyard and shout, is
quietly being retired.
mgnRega was not perfect. But for

anju, it was three hours in themorning,
cash in hand, forty women laughing in a
field, and the knowledge that if the work
didn’tcome,thestateowedherananswer.

AarusheeShukla is PhD scholar at JNU

Editor (Planning & Projects) Shalini Langer
curates the fortnightly ‘She Said’ column

Whatthewitchcouldn’teat

sHesaid
byAAruShee
ShuklA

Theproofof thepudding is…

A
Sa lawyer, i understand that
if two honourable judges
speakfortheCourt,itistheSu-
preme Court of india (SC)
which speaks. the Supreme

Court isaConstitutionalcourt, it isalsothe
finalappellatecourt,ithasoriginaljurisdic-
tion in somematters, it has superintend-
enceoverallcourts, itcanreviewandover-
rule its own judgments, it can take up a
cause suomotu, it has thepower to consti-
tuteaSpecial investigationteam(Sit)ora
Commission, it has the power to refer a
matter for investigation toapoliceagency,
itcanreferacivilorcommercialdispute to
mediation or arbitration, it can transfer a
matterfromthejurisdictionofahighCourt
tothejurisdictionofanotherhighCourt, it
can pronounce a man and a woman di-
vorced, ithasthepowertopunishaperson
for contempt of court, its interpretation of
theConstitution of india is the finalword,
andithasthepowertopassanyorderto“do
completejustice”.itissaidthattheSCisthe
mostpowerfulcourt intheworld.

Universaladult suffrage
amongitsvastpowers,onestandsout.

inStateofMadrasvsVGRow,theSupreme
Court described itself as the sentinel qui
vive—awatchfulguardianoftheConstitu-
tion.WhatdoestheConstitutionsayabout
elections?

●article324vests intheelectionCom-
mission of india (eCi) the superintend-
ence,directionandcontrolof theprepara-
tion of the electoral rolls for,...and the
conductofallelectionsto,Parliamentand
thelegislatureofeveryState.

●article326prescribesthatelectionsto
thehouseofthePeopleandthelegislative
assembliesofStatesshallbeonthebasisof
adult suffrage (“the right to vote is a con-
stitutional right.”—SC).
thereisnoconflictbetweenthetwoar-

ticles.theeCiisconstitutionallyobligated
to prepare the electoral rolls including
every adult in india. obviously, there are
otherotherqualifications, likecitizenship
and residence, imposed by the Constitu-
tion,theCitizenshipact,1955andtheRep-
resentationofthePeopleact,1950.eachof
the laws prescribes an authority and a
procedure to determinewhether a person
satisfies thequalificationsunder the law.
thefundamentalbasisofuniversaladult

franchise is inclusion.Exclusion fromthe
electoralrollsisanexceptionandmustfollow
alaid-downprocedureandadecisioninwrit-
ingthatissubjecttojudicialreview.

Interestingobservations
inthecourseofthejudgmentinAssoci-

ation forDemocratic Reforms vs Election
Commissiondatedmay27,2026(inthecon-
text of the SiR exercise in Bihar), the Su-
premeCourtobserved:

●the commissiondecided to treat the
2003 electoral roll, with01-01-2003 as the
qualifying date, as probative evidence of
eligibility, unless rebutted.anypersonnot
includedinthe2003rollmustproduceone
ormoreprescribeddocuments to establish
his/her eligibility as an elector [in Inderjit
Barua (1985)andLalBabuHussein (1995)
theSChadaffirmedthatnamesincludedin
theelectoralrollareentitledtothepresump-
tionofcitizenship].

●Uponscrutiny,wheretheeligibilityof
any person is found to be doubtful, the
eRo/aeRo ismandated to issue a show-
causenoticesettingoutthegroundsforthe
proposed exclusion and rendering a rea-
sonedandspeakingorder.anypersonag-
grieved by a decision of the eRo shall be
entitled topreferanappealbefore thedis-
trictmagistrateunderS.24(a)oftheRPact,
1969. a second appealmay be filed under
S. 24(b) before the Chief electoral officer
(Ceo)of thestate.

●the Commission, in the course of
preparingorrevisingelectoral rolls, isun-
doubtedly empowered to examine ques-
tionsbearinguponcitizenship(“a limited
enquiry”—SC)...importantly, theentirety
of thisexerciseremainsamenable to judi-
cial review.
the judgment noted that the outcome

oftheSiRexerciseinBiharwasthenetdele-
tion of approximately 47,00,000 names
from the electoral roll of 2003.Sixpersons
out of every 100 adults in Biharwere ex-
cludedfromthefinalelectoralroll.

Proofofthepudding
evenbeforethejudgmentwasdelivered

in theBihar SiR case, the SiR exercisewas
startedandcompletedinWestBengal.many
lakhnamesweredeleted.therewasanSC-
mandatedjudicial reviewbyadhoc judicial
officers. according to thedata releasedby
theeCiandreportsbasedonofficialfigures
fromtheWestBengalSiRexercisewere:
Firstphase:removedonaccountofdeath,
duplicate entries, shifted, absent, etc.
63.66 lakh
Deleted after summary reviewmainly
on account of ‘logical discrepancies’:
27.16 lakh
Totaldeletions:90.83 lakh

Appeals filed to ad hoc judicial officers:
25 lakh(approx)
Appealsheardanddisposedof(untilMay
14,2026):6,581
Appeals accepted andnames reinstated
intherolls:4,043
Percentageofsuccess61.43%

West Bengal was the only state where an
SC-mandatedprocessof judicialreviewof
thedeletionswasundertaken.notinBihar.
Juxtapose the judgmentandtheresultsof
the judicial review. ifweapply thesuccess
rate of theWest Bengal sample (61.43 per
cent) to the deleted names in Bihar
(47,00,000), it is a fair conclusion that ap-
proximately 28,87,210 persons—whodid
not vote—would be entitled to be rein-
stated in theBiharelectoral roll.
the conclusion exposes the hollow-

ness of the eCi’s claims and the inaccur-
acy,unreliabilityandlackofcredibilityof
theSiRexercise.aftereCi’sblessings,will
democracy survive?

theSupreme
Court
judgment
noted that the
outcomeof the
Sirexercise in
biharwas the
netdeletionof
approximately
47,00,000
names fromthe
electoral roll of
2003. Six
personsoutof
every 100
adults inbihar
were excluded
fromthe final
electoral roll

aCrosstHeaisle
byPChidAmbArAm

ItiSastonishingthatithasbecomefashionabletotalkabouteducation.Forthewrongreasonsmaybe,butatleastweare
discussingthemostundiscussedand,inmyview,themost
vital reformthat indianeeds.Sofar,all talkhasbeenabout

neetandleakedpapersandthevenalitythathasbeenrevealed
intheCBSeexamsystem.desperateyoungstudentshavebeen
driven to suicidebecauseof these corruptpractices.this alone
shouldshamethoseresponsible.So,whenthenoiseanddrama
of these eventsdie, please, please let us continue talkingabout
therotinoureducationsystem.
maybe this timewewill talk about it a little longer because

ofindia’snewestpoliticalpartymakingleakedpaperstheirfirst
cause.Bythetimeyoureadthis,theleaderoftheCockroachJa-
nata Party shouldhave landed indelhi andprobably beenar-
restedbeforehemanagestoholdaprotestrallyatJantarmantar.
itismyferventhopethateveniftheprotestfails,thecausethat
he claims has brought himback homewill not be forgotten.
theremust be accountability andheadsmust roll.hehasde-
manded the resignation of dharmendra Pradhan, and if this
manhadanyself-respect,hewouldhavealreadyresigned,but
thiswill solvenothing.
therotgoesdeepandhasspreadfromthetoptotheverybot-

tom.thereasonwhyourpoliticalleadersandhighofficialsnever
sendtheirchildrentogovernmentschoolsisbecausetheyknow
thattheyhavebuiltschoolsthatoffernotreallearningbutbarest
literacy.Whenindianchildrenfromtamilnaduandhimachal
competed in theProgramme for international Studentassess-
ment(PiSa)in2009,theycamesecondlast.inthisexam,15-year-
oldswere tested for their skills in reading,mathematics and
science.alarmbellsshouldhavegoneoffacrossindiabut ifour
babushaveonesuperpower,itisknowinghowtokeepbadnews
fromreachingtheearsoftheirpoliticalmasters.
We did not need an international test to establish that

schoolsrunbytheindianstateareabysmal. ifourprimemin-
istershavehadonethingincommon,it istheirneglectofedu-
cation.Jawaharlalnehrubuilttheiitsbutappearednottono-
tice that the only children able to get into themwere from
uppercaste,middleclass families.healsodidnotnotice that
onhiswatchwas createdahigher education systemthatwas
so tightly controlled by the government that it killed all
chancesofexcellenceorresearch.onereasonismeddlesome
officials. if there is to be reform, then it should start with the
abolition of the University grants Commission. it is an un-
neededbusybody thatgivesofficialsunneededpower.
Beforewriting this piece, i had a chatwithmichel danino

whoknows fromthe insidehowthesystemworks.heworked
in thenationalCouncilofeducationalResearchandtraining
(nCeRt)andrecentlygotintotroublewiththeSupremeCourt
fortellingthetruthaboutcorruptioninthejudiciaryinaschool
textbook.Wheniaskedhimwhatwerethethreemostimportant
reforms that needed to bemade in the school system, he said
that for a start, instead of students being treated as a ‘passive
sponge’, they need to be encouraged to participate. in other
words, less rote learning.
thesecondreformherecommendsisthesettingupofproper

teacher training institutes.and third, that therebe investment
in school infrastructure.government schools lack suchbasic
things as libraries, playgrounds, cleanwater and toilets. i have
visitedvillageschoolsinmanystatesandseensomethatarejust
emptysheds.So,icouldnotagreemore.theironyisthattheone
reformthathasbeenmadeisforteacherstobepaidheftysalaries.
these are sometimes ten timeshigher than thepaltry salaries
teachers earn in the thousands of private schools that have
sproutedacrossruralindia.
it is heartbreaking to think of howdisadvantaged indian

childrenwill bewhen theygoout into aworldwhere the com-
petitioncouldbeaichildren.already,wehave ‘graduates’who
cannotfindjobsbecausetheyhaveleftcollegewithoutbeingable
toarticulatean ideaor solvea simpleequation. ithasbeensaid
morethanoncethattheprobleminindiaisnotunemployment
butunemployability.
in2013,wheniwasapassionatemodi-bhaktandhopedwith

allmyheart thathewouldbeable tobring thechanges indiaso
desperatelyneeds, iwasonce summoned tomeethim.hewas
stillChiefministerofgujaratbutknewinhisheartthatwhenthe
generalelectioncamethefollowingyear,hewouldbeprimemin-
ister.heaskedmewhatifeltwerethethingsthatmosturgently
neededtobedone.and,isaidheneededtorectifythemistakes
thatCongressprimeministershadmade,whichwas toneglect
educationandhealthcare.
Wetalkeduninterruptedformorethananhourattheend,of

which iwasconvinced that ihadmademypoint.Clearly, ihad
notorbynowweshouldhaveseenarevolutionaryimprovement
ingovernment schools that are in states governedbyBJPchief
ministers.todaythatincludesallmajorhindi-beltstates,maha-
rashtra andnowWestBengal.Will theCockroachnoises bring
someurgency?it ismysinceresthopethatthiswillhappen.

FiFtHColumn
bytAvleenSingh

Let us talk
about education

T he el niño phenomenon is
fairlywellknowninindia,thanks
towidespread discussion in the
media inconnectionwithits im-

pact on the indian monsoon. el niño
Southernoscillation, or enSo, is a large-
scale ocean-atmosphere interaction play-
ing out in the Pacific ocean region that
happenstobethebiggestcauseofyear-on-
yearvariationsinglobalclimate.ithaspro-
found impacts onweather events every-
where, including the indianmonsoon.
What is much less known is that this

global phenomenon, at least the atmos-
pheric component of this ocean-atmos-
phere interaction,was firstdiscoveredby
the india meteorological department
(imd) in the early 1920s. it was British
mathematician Sir gilbert Walker, work-
ing as head of imd, a position that was at
that timedescribedasdirectorgeneralof
observatories, who had noticed the see-
sawbehaviourofairpressurebetweenthe
east and west Pacific ocean, something
that became known as the Southern os-
cillation, or So.
While working to develop a reliable

forecast model for the indianmonsoon,
Walker,whohadanearly21-year tenureat
imdfrom1904to1924,haddecidedtolook
atexternalinfluences,havingrealisedthat
themonsoonwasnotanisolatedphenom-
enonovertheindianregion.meticulously
going throughall theweatherobservation
data that used to be collected at the time,
Walkernoticedthree largesystems, twoin
the Pacific and one in theatlantic ocean,
inwhich the atmospheric pressures peri-
odicallyoscillatedbetweenbeingveryhigh

and very low at the opposite ends. the
Southern oscillation was so named be-
cause it was relatively south of the other
two,whichwere called thenorthatlantic
oscillationandnorthPacificoscillation.
hefoundtheSouthernoscillationtobe

themostpersistentandalsothemostlikely
tohaveanimpactontheindianmonsoon.
decades later, norwegian-american

meteorologist Jacob Bjerknes linked the
Southernoscillationtotheperiodicwarm-
ing and cooling of the equatorial Pacific
ocean, or el niño. natives of thewestern
coastline of South america, in the coun-
tries of Peru and ecuador, were aware of
this periodic change in sea surface tem-
peraturesforcenturies.ButitwasBjerknes
who showed in the late 1960s that the two
processes, the ocean phenomenon of el
niñoandtheatmosphericphenomenonof
Southern oscillation, formed a feedback
loop inwhichonereinforced theother.
thisdiscoverygave the scientists their

first understanding of this complete pro-
cess.elniñoandlaniña,thetwoopposite
phases of enSo, are now known to in-

fluenceeverylarge-scaleweatherphenom-
enonintheworld.intheelniñophase,the
equatorial Pacific ocean, off the coast of
Southamerica,getswarmerthannormal,
whileinthelaniñaphase,itgetscooler.el
niñohasageneralwarmingimpactonthe
planet.itisknowntosuppressrainfallover
theindianandaustralianregion,including
southeastasia, but causes bountiful rains
to happen over the north americas. la
niñahasopposing impacts.
Walker's discovery of the southernos-

cillationmarkedamajor improvement in
the scientific understanding ofmonsoon
and resulted in greater scientific ground-
ing of its forecasts. Before that, forecasts,
issued since the establishment of imd in
the1870s, reliedheavilyonstatisticalcor-
relations.
however, monsoon forecasts did not

suddenlybecomeaccurate. evendecades
after discovering the enSo link, imd
struggledtoprovidereliableforecasts.that
isbecausethemonsoonisahighlycomplex
system, and its relationshipwith enSo is
notcausal.infact,becauseofthelackofre-
liable predictors, the imd, for a very long
time,between1932and1988,hadstopped
providingmonsoonforecastsfortheentire
country. its forecasts used to be limited
onlytonorthwestindiaandthepeninsular
region.andeventhiswasnotquantitative.
instead ofmentioning the percentage of
normalrainfallexpectedduringtheseason,
as it does now, imd then used terms like
“slightly above normal” or “not far from
normal”.
it was only in 1988 that imd restarted

all-india forecasts and reintroduced the
quantitative element into its predictions.
over the years, imdhas significantly up-
graded its computational abilities, obser-
vational network, and predictionmodels,
resulting in remarkable improvements in
long-range forecasts. But new challenges
havearisen,particularlythoserelatedtoex-
tremeweatherevents.

Thewriter is Deputy Editor, Climate& Science,
The Indian Express

HistoryHeadline
byAmitAbhSinhA

SirGilbertWalker,whoheaded IMD, found
that theSouthernOscillationcouldhavean
impacton the Indianmonsoon

Thedominatingmother-in-lawoccupiesa
prominentplace inindia’ssocial imagination.Sheis
thevillainof televisionserials, thesubjectof jokes,
andarecurringcharacter indomesticviolence

cases.giribalaSingh’scommentsabouttwishaSharma’sper-
sonal life—policingherbody,sexuality,andbehaviour—
havereinforcedthetrope.there isanuncomfortableparadox
at theheartof thisstereotype:themother-in-lawwhowas
onceayoungbrideherself, subjectedtocontrol,humiliation,
andviolence, later inflicts thesameonherdaughters-in-law.
thetelevisionserialKyunkiSaasBhiKabhiBahuThi

popularised theconstantbattlebetweenthe saas (mother-in-
law)andthebahu (daughter-in-law).Whileoften
exaggerated forentertainment, thesenarratives reflect ten-
sionspresent inmanyhouseholdswherewomenarepitted
againstoneanotheras rivalscompeting forauthority.
Real-lifecases revealamore troublingreality. inprosecu-

tions involvingdowrydeathsanddomesticviolence,
mothers-in-lawfrequentlyappearasaccused.nationalcrime
datashowscomplaintsoften involve female relatives, too.
Publicdiscourse treats this as evidence thatwomenare

“women’sworst enemies”. Suchexplanationsobscure the
largerpatriarchal structure thatproduces suchconflict.
Womendidnotdesign thedowry system, createpatrilocal
marriage, or establish inheritance structures—systems
that favourmen.Yetwomenbecomeagents throughwhich
these systemsaremaintained.daughters/sisters, however
loved, are taught toobey their fathers/brothers.Wives, how-
ever independent, are expected todefer tohusbands.as
women, their value rests on the extent towhich they sacri-
fice for theirmale familymembers.
inapatriarchal society,womenaresubtly,but

consistently, socialisedandtrainedtopoliceoneanother.
Saasoverbahu.Jethani (elder sister-in-law)overdevrani
(youngersister-in-law),nanand (husband’s sister)over the
bhabhi (brother’swife).theresentment isnotpersonal
rivalrybutstructural conditioning. it startswhen littlegirls
see female relationshipssteeped in jealousy, competition,
andbackbiting.theygrowupbelieving that female relation-
shipsare fragileandshallow.Whenapaternalgrandmother
insultshermother, leavinghermother feeling isolated, the
girl learns thatwomendon’t standtogether.
marriageinvolvesawomanleavinghernatalhomeand

movingintoherhusband’sfamily.traditionally,sheentersthe
householdwithlittlepower,expectedtoserveelders,perform
domesticlabour,andconformtofamilyexpectations.a
woman’ssocialstatusimproveswithage,particularlyaftershe
becomesthemotherofsons.thesonbecomeshersourceof
security, influence,andidentityinasocietywherewomen’s
accesstoproperty, income,andindependentsocialstatusre-
mainsconstrained.Whenthesonmarries,thedaughter-in-law
entersastructureinwhichauthorityhasalreadybeenhard-
wonbyolderwomen.thearrivalofadaughter-in-lawisper-
ceivedasathreattothatauthorityandemotionalsecurity.
turkishfeministscholardenizKandiyotidescribedthis

phenomenonasthe“patriarchalbargain”.Women,oppressed
byasystem,participateinsustainingitbecausecompliance
offerssocialrewardsandresistancecarriessignificantcosts.
thus,theabusivemother-in-lawisnotanexceptiontopatri-
archybutoneofitsproducts.Patriarchydoesnotsurvivesolely
becausemenenforceit. itsurvivesbecauseitsvaluesbecome
internalisedandreproducedwithinfamilies.Womenareits
mosteffectivegatekeepers.ayoungwoman’sclothingisscruti-
nisednotbyherfatherbutbyhergrandmother.her
movementsarerestrictednotbyherhusbandbutbyher
mother-in-law.herchoicesaboutwork,marriage,ormother-
hoodarequestionedbyotherwomenlongbeforeanyman
voicesanobjection.thisiswhatmakespatriarchysoresilient.
arevolutiontodismantlepatriarchyispossiblewhen

womenstopseeingeachotherasrivalsandstartrecognising
eachotherasallies inthestrugglefordignity, freedom,and
equality.

Thewriter is thedirectorofMajlis, a legalcentre forwomen&children

Patriarchy& the
mother-in-law
trope in India

Audreydmello

Howan IMDdiscovery in 1920s
changedmonsoon forecasts
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Sport
JuNe 11-JuLy 19

48TeAMS, 16cITIeS, 3counTRIeS
The2026FIFAWorldCup, spreadacross theUnitedStates,Mexico, andCanada, is thebiggest the sporthas ever staged.Thereare the
personalities—theplayersandpowerbrokerswhohave shaped the fouryears sinceQatar.There is thegeography—Mexicoand theUnited
Stateshavehosted this tournamentbefore—and thenostalgia—ofwhathappenedon thosepitches.And in this edition, thereare some
thingshappening for the first time.

HowtheMexicanWavetook
over thesportingworld

ShivaniNaik
June6

WhEnYOUsay,inWavetheory
lietheunderpinningsofOptics,
youmight in a tiny chance, be
talkingoffoundationalPhysics.
Mostly, youwouldbe think-

ingoffootballthough.
inJuneof2026withthefifA

WorldCup10daysaway,theop-
tics of how theMexicanWave,
cametoacquirethatname,tend
to be resented by Americans
whoinashowofdefiance,callit
just the 'Wave'. TheCanadians,
expectedlyfollow.
At theheart of this conster-

nationisitsprovenance-some-
thingAmericanfootballUniver-
sityandfranchisecheerleaders,
and attendees of the 1984 LA
OlympicsandevenaVancouver
hockey team, bicker over,
amongstthemselves.
TheMexicans simply rose

in unison with hands raised,
andsatdownafteramomentof
un-self conscious grinning
smiles,asthewavemoved,and
thensatdownpromptlybackin
the 1986World Cup that they
hostedsolely.Televisionbroad-
castsbeamedthestadiumphe-
nomenon across the world --
and the human crest and
trough that needed no re-
hearsals, acquired the gleeful

name of a 'Mexican Wave' --
nowintertwinedintohistoryof
the 1986 edition. it became a
constant source of me-first-
moanings by Americans,
grudgingtheirsouthernneigh-
bours becoming eponymous
with sport's most organically
happy-makingculturalschtick.
Themany happy hands of

ordinary fans being second in
fame, perhaps only tohandof
God. The intellectualisation
happenedmuchlater.Physicist
TamasViksek's teamatEotvos
LorandUniversity inhungary
even published in nature in
2002, calculating the wave
travels at 12metresper second,
hasanaveragewidthof15seats,
needsacriticalmassof30people
goingupat the same time, and
tends to roll clockwise 75% of
times.Crowdbehaviourwasmi-
nutely studied for how it was
similar to other excitable dis-
turbancesinnature.
fansatMonterreyorEstadio

Aztecain1986-notallMexicans
either,mind-would'vescarcely
knownthatjoininginawavefor
a lark, would trigger somany
Americansforthenext40years.
fromBritish newspapers like
Guardian inearlyAughties toa
digital interactivepodcast host
ofTheAthletic,wouldinallseri-
ousness, ask the question: is

MexicanWave reallyMexican?
Andexpectauthentication.
itmight look like synchron-

izedart onTV,but theMexican
Wave is themost free-range of
fanactivities,andrunsontheT-
shirtscribbleofstayExcitedand
WaitYourTurn.
Mosttimes,it'sgotnothingto

dowithwhat'shappeningonthe
football field, andcaneven sig-
nify boredom of fans. There
were only somanymatches at
1986Mexico,whereMaradona
could feature in. so aMexican
Wave,atleastofferedsomething
todowhilenothingofnotehap-
pened. But the
non-north
American, Eng-
lish speaking
sportingworldhappilyadopted
thehaikuifnotmagnumopusof
theMexicanWave. initaly,Por-
tugal, spain, theydubbed it La
Ola(olaiswave).
Thingshavecome toahead

thissummerasMexicoandUsA
are lumped together as hosts.

Oldwoundshavereopened.
TheAmericancontention is

it dates back to 1981. for some,
thetime-stampisaUniversityof
Washington homecoming
(American)footballgameonOc-
tober 31, where husky "Yell
Leader"RobWellerandmarch-
ingbanddirectorBillBissell, in-
vented the choreographed se-
quence. A rival claimant in
glorious American anti-trust
fashionseethingatmonopolies,
is "Krazy" George henderson
whopins theorigins at anOak-
landvs.newYorkbaseballgame
onOctober15.

nBAof early
80s, ice hockey
oflate70s,open-
ing ceremonyof

the 1984LosAngelesOlympics
all stake claim tobeing the first
time, fuelling a debate that
might never be satisfactorily
solved.WhenGuardian asked
this question twodecades ago,
fan-sightingsof theWave,went
back to an obscure basketball

scenefromTeenWolfcirca1984
aswell as the Brazil vs france
Olympics football final at Pa-
sadenathesameyear.fromdu-
biouscavecarvingstoappropri-
ations fromPlato'sMeno, the
name Mexican Wave is not
allowedtosettle-whichbydefi-
nitioniswhatawaveoughttodo.
CocaColaat somepointput

outaspot togetUsA'shispanic
community to sip its bubbled
sugar-water byusing theMex-
icanwave -because -Duh! - the
wavewasMexican.
Mexicans seemed to have

simplytransporteditfromtheir
domesticgamesintheindustrial
city ofMonterrey, from 1970s,
though football across Latin
Americarecallsseeingthewave
attheirownstadia,andnotfuss-
ing much about how it all
started.Youwouldn'tbeable to
pinpoint it in a stadium even
todayin2026.
Thewave,however,canbea

trickyjudgmentonthequalityof
football onoffer. if the game in
frontwasinteresting,wholesta-
dium capacities wouldn't be
glancinglefttogetreadytojump
andthrowtheirhandsintheair,
and see themerriment in it all.
TheMexicanWavetendstobea
sort of non-hostile gleeful de-
fiance.EvenintheUs.AtMichi-
ganfootballgames,waveswould

takeoffpreciselyaftercrustyad-
ministratorswouldrumbleinto
themicrophone todesist from
startingthetide.
WhenitreachedtheMCGin

Australia, and the wave was
brokenbecause the snobs and
'Members'refusedtojoinin,the
rest of the stadiumwould boo
thesuits.itwasbannedbecause
rowdieswould fling bottles in
thenameofthewave,butAdam
Gilchrist couldn't resist joining
in,justwhenitwasbanned.The
beautyofMexicanWavesin1986
wasanybodycould start it, and
nobodycouldstopit.
Mexicoonlyhosted1986be-

cause original hosts, Colombia
backed out after 1982. Then a
earthquake a year before the
WorldCup led todestruction in
MexicoCity.Bythetimethejam-
boree arrived, Mexicans and
thosewhowounduptherefrom
all over the world, would've
simplylatchedontoajoyousout-
let to join in the fun. All those
hands up in the air, a mass
cheekiness on show,wouldno
doubt have inspired the Al-
mightyCheekinessofMaradona
and his divine hand. Coordi-
natedornot, theMexicanWave
cameonTV -and travelled like
strainsofmerrymariachimusi-
cians; theAmericans left in the
wakeofthewave.

The first instanceof sightingaMexicanwave is still underdebate, but it
wasat the 1986edition inMexicowhere theworldgot towitness it

FIFA’spricegamble
hasmadeWorldCup
arichman’sgame

ShashankNair
June6

ThEfACTthattheglobalbody
of football would capitalise on
a World Cup being held on
northAmericansoilwasnever
in doubt. But it is the varying
layersofcosts,addedacrossdif-
ferent mediums, that have
turned the 2026 World Cup
acrosstheUsA,MexicoandCa-
nada into an event where the
bestmatches have simply be-
comeunaffordable toasignifi-
cantgroupof fans.
At the heart of this is dy-

namicpricing.forlong,events
havepricedtheirticketsataset
value. People have purchased
those tickets at that value and,
basedondemand,soldthemat
higherpriceson
secondary plat-
formsandmade
a profit. Dy-
namic pricing essentially at-
tempts to remove that second-
ary retail market by basing
ticket prices on demand and
supply.
Dynamicpricingisapartof

everyday life. TheRapido bike
you book works on the same
principle.Thecostofaridegoes
up during the rainy season or
peak traffic, but drops during
lunch hour. sometimes the
customer benefits, sometimes
theserviceproviderbenefits—
but the middleman market-
place benefits all the time.
What fifAdid, though,was to
createamarketplace for resell-
ingtickets,andthendecidedto
charge15%fromboththeseller
andthebuyer,ensuringthatre-
gardless of demand or supply,
theyprofit.
"An authorized resalemar-

ketenablesthesellertocontrol
theexchangeandchargecom-
missionsandistheseller'sbest
revenue-maximizingmechan-
ism.That is the core economic
logicbehindfifA's resaleplat-
form," Pnina feldman, an as-
sociate professor from the
Darden school of Business at
theUniversity ofVirginia, told
EsPn.
According to

Ticketdata.com, the cheapest
ticket available was for a Cape
VerdevssaudiArabiaGrouph
fixture at theReliant stadium,
with prices hovering around
the $160-170 mark. But the
issue with dynamic pricing
emergeswiththebiggergames.
TheWorld Cup final, initially
pricedat$6,730 for the topcat-
egory, has now risen to over
$10,990 in the latest sales. "We

havetolookatthemarket—we
are in themarket inwhich en-
tertainment is themost devel-
oped in theworld. sowe have
to apply market rates," fifA
president Gianni infantino
said.
The justification is that

where there is demand, fifA
muststrivetoearnthetopmost
dollar.ithasalsoledtovariance
in prices. Group stage tickets
cost anywhere between $60
and$620.According to theAs-
sociated Press, the number of
$60 tickets for each game is
likelytobeinthehundreds,not
thousands— accounting for
roughly 1.6% of total available
seats.
There isadisagreementbe-

tweenfifAand fans overwho
should be pres-
entatabig-ticket
World Cup
match.Dynamic

pricing favours fanswilling to
pay astronomical amounts for
better gameswhile relegating
thosewho cannot afford them
towatchinglessin-demandfix-
tures.ithasledtoskyrocketing
pricesfortoplevelgamesanda
serious lackofdemandforcer-
taingroupstagematches.
fifA has been accused of

trying to offload tickets for
these low-turnout games by
sellinglargequantitiestounof-
ficial resale websites. Accord-
ing to the Telegraph, blocks of
seatsappearedonseatGeekfor
$200,wellbelowthe$700valu-
ationonfifA'sownresalemar-
ketplace. in some cases, as
manyas18blocksofseatswere
available on the site, which is
inconsistent with normal re-
sellerbehaviourandpointstoa
massdumpingofcheapinven-
tory into themarket. “Official
price cuts could trigger refund
demandsorconsumer-protec-
tion headaches from fanswho
alreadyboughtathigherprices.
instead fifA keeps official
prices high, avoids admitting
the market-clearing price is
lower, andmoves unsold in-
ventorythroughthird-partyre-
sale platforms," said florian
Ederer,aneconomicsprofessor
fromBostonUniversity.

Dynamicpricing,aresalemarketplace
and15%commissiononbothends—
thebusinessof football’sbiggestevent

FIFAprezGianni Infantino.rEutErs

Mosttimes, theMexicanwave’sgotnothing
todowithwhat’shappeningonthe football
field,andcanevensignifyboredom.There
wereonlysomanymatchesat1986,where

Maradonacouldfeature.

illustration:suvajitDEy

{nostalgIa}

{fIrsttIme}

LalithKalidas
NewChandigarh,June6

BY ThE time Zia Ur Rahman
and Azmatullah Omarzai
skimmed through their first
oversofthedayagainstYashasvi
Jaiswal and KL Rahul, it was
amply clear that the pitch and
the seamers could not have
startledtheindianopeners.
Playing aTestmatch in the

burning June heat at a new
northern venue is a relatively
newexperience for the indian
unit,too.Butthefeelingoffacing
Test thoroughbreds for days is
muchmore stifling forAfghan-
istan.Anunhelpfulbowlingsur-
face, though, isn't anewfeeling
forRahmanandhisteammates.
Adjustingtothesurfaceafter

losing the toss at thenewPCA
stadiumonsaturday,Afghanis-
tanhadexhaustedreservesofan
entireXi, sapped limbs, sloppy
palms anduninspiredminds.
The visitors were soon tele-
ported back in time. Back to
2018,whenaclassicdesibatting

order gatecrashed their red-
letter day inBengaluru. shub-
manGill'sgroupmatchedthem
on execution and buried the
Afghansunderagreatervolume
of runs,with368 for three in85
overs,ontheopeningday.
Thetemplate followedfrom

whatmadethetransitionbriefly
seemalotsmootherinEngland
last year, a stoicRahul century
(100),acontrolledtonfromcap-
tain Gill (103 not out), a
composed81fromno.3saisud-
harsanand the returnof a free-
spiritedRishabhPant.English-
man Richard Pybus had
travelled the world coaching
teams before theAfghanistan
job. A visit to Kabul before his
first assignment ashead coach
in the one-off Testwas a revel-
ationforthe61-year-old.
There was little that his

bowlers coulddowhenablack
soil pitch replicated that con-
crete feeling. Only the lack of
outrightpaceandbouncecould
have disrupted the top-order
now.Theopeningfewoverssug-

gested minimal carry, as the
seamers'deliveriesfellwellshort
ofthekeeper.Despitetheircon-
spicuous handicap on speeds,
RahmanandOmarzai stuck to
theirlengths,forcingRahuland
Jaiswal to assess and reassess
their options early against the
unevenbounce.
Andwhen an opportunity

arose in theshapeofanoutside
edge in the 11thover fromRah-
man, hashmatullah shahidi

was overly cautious to spenda
review,theheatclearlytakingits
toll. A spill at gully off Jaiswal
wouldn'thurtasmuch; the left-
hander poked one aroundhis
hips to the keeper on 24 in the
12th over. After struggling to
synchis feet andwrists on the
backfoot through the opening
hour,Rahuldeftlygrewintohis
strokesontheleg-side.
The scoring picked up im-

mediately post lunch when
Rahulchip-chargedKharotefor
a four and backed it upwith a
propermeatycutoffthenextde-
livery. The freshly appointed
vice-captainwas still resigned
fromscoringbehindsudharsan,
whoreturnedabetteraccountof
himself.
his iffy tendencies to hang

backtoevenconsiderablyfuller
lengthswerepartiallytestedby
thespinners,thoughnonebore
adequate venom. sudharsan
(81) would eventually fall
caught-behind,thegripcharac-
teristically turning over the
handle on a full-blooded drive

on an overpitched ball from
pacerMohammedsaleem.
Even Rahul's meticulous

knockworeoffaballafteracen-
turythatlackeditsusualoff-side
colour, holingout to cover. The
senior opener's lapses after
checkpoints have somewhat
formed a trend, falling exactly
on100onhislastthreeTestcen-
turies, twice off deliveries suc-
ceedingthemilestone.
The eveninghandoverwas

flawless as Gill and Pantwere
batting as if theyhad locked in
for trainingononeof those ce-
ment slabs. Gill breezed to his
sixth century in 15 innings as
captaininonly138balls.
The statement knockwas,

however, reserved for Pant.he
claspedoffieAbdulMalikwith
threethumpingsixesinanover,
nearlyathirdoftheentirecount
he gathered during the iPL
summer.
BriefScoreS:India368for
threein85overs(Gill 103,
Rahul100,Sudharsan81,Sa-
leem2/67)vsAfghanistan

KL Rahulscoreda100onDay1
oftheTest.KamlEshwarsingh

Gill,Rahul tonsputAfghans toswordonDay1
{ IndIavsafghanIstan}

NitinSharma
NewChandigarh,June6

OnhiswaytotheMaharajaYa-
davindrasinghPCAstadiumin
Mullanpur onsaturdaymorn-
ing,KhialMohammad toldhis
cabdriver somethingworth re-
membering. Afghanistan, he
said, stands very little chance
againstindia.Buttheplayerswill
givetheirbest.Theyalwaysdo.
Mohammad had come

alone.Ofthe2,000-oddfansin-
sidetheground,hewastheonly
onewavinganAfghanistanflag,
standing in theharsh summer
sun in theharbhajansinghpa-
vilion.Byafternoon, fourother
Afghan fans had trickled in to
otherparts of theground.Until
then,itwasjusthim.
hehad reasons to be there

beyond thematch. Twoof the
players on the field are old
friends. nangeyalia Kharote,
whomadehisTestdebutonsat-
urday,isfromBaghlanprovince.
ZiaUrRahmansharifi is from
Khost.Mohammadknowsboth

from the junior cricket circuit
backhome.
AKabulnative,Mohammad

has been studying at a private
university near Chandigarh
since2022,whenhisfathersent
him to india for hisMBA.his
younger brotherMujeebReh-
manstill plays in the junior cir-
cuitinAfghanistan.Cricketruns
inthefamilyconversation,ifnot
quitethefamilyprofession.
Mohammadplayed cricket

himself through his teenage
yearsbeforehis father senthim
toChandigarh. Overtheyearshe

hasfollowedAfghanistantodif-
ferentvenuesacrossindia.
hehaswatchedhiscountry's

cricket grow from a distance,
provincebyprovince.nangar-
har gave them Rashid Khan.
Khost gave themRahmanullah
Gurbaz. Paktia gave themMo-
hammad nabi. The grounds
backhomearemostlycollegeor
openfields,thepitchesconcrete
slabs."indiahashelpedAfghan-
istan a lot, providing them the
homevenue,"hesays."Afghan-
istanhasonlyplayed12Tests in
26years.Buttheteamwillmake
anameinTestcrickettoo,likein
ODisandT20is.”
AndhebecameaViratKohli

fanin2012,after the183against
Pakistan in the Asia Cup.
Afghanistandoes not yet have
an international stadium,
thougha 100-acre sports com-
plexiscomingupinKabul.Mo-
hammad has a wish. "Every
Afghan fan hopes to see Virat
KohliplayinKabulsomeday,"he
says.heplans tomeetKharote
andsharifiaftertheday'splay.

The loneAfghan fan in thestands

KhialMohammad inMullanpur
onSaturday. ExprEssphoto
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mirraandreevadefeatedmajachwalinska in the final. AP

MirraAndreevaclaimshermaiden
GrandSlamdespite jitterystart
mIRRaandReeVabecametheyoungestFrenchopen
champion inover threedecadesonSaturdayas sheswept
asidesurprise finalistmajachwalinska6-36-2onablustery
courtPhilippechatrier,where thePole seemedfrozenby
themagnitudeof theoccasion.The19-year-oldRussian,
theyoungestRolandGarroswomen's singleswinner since
monicaSeleswonher thirdstraight title in 1992aged18,
overcamea jittery start toclaimhermaidenGrandSlam
crown,growing inauthorityas thematchworeonwhile
chwalinskastruggled tosettleon thebig stage.Theworld
number 114,whowill rise to21st in theworld rankingson
monday,hadcaptivatedRolandGarroswithher tactical in-
telligenceand fearlessvariety inanine-matchwinning run
thatbegan inqualifyingbut themagicdesertedher in the
finaldespite thesupportofPolish fans.ReuteRS

IndiawinSAFF
women’s c’ships,
defeatB’desh
IndIaclInchedtheSaFF
Women'schampionships
football title for thesixth
timeandfirst after seven
yearswithadominant3-1
winoverBangladesh in the
summitclashonSaturday.
PyariXaxa (42nd), Sanfida
nongrum(46th)andlynda
KomSerto (82nd) scored the
goals for India,whileRitu
Pornachakma(45+2)pulled
oneback forBangladesh
whoweredefending the
title.Thehostshadbeaten
thesameopponents3-0 in
thegroupstage.after the
win, stalwartGracedang-
meiannouncedher interna-
tional retirement.Pti

India thrash
Japantoclinch
U-18AsiaCup
aShIShPuRTIstrucka fine
hat-trickasadominant
IndiadefeatedhostsJapan
4-1 in the final to lift the
men'sunder-18hockeyasia
cuptitleonFriday.Purti
scored in the2nd, 28thand
34thminuteswhile captain
KetanKushwaha (30th)also
foundthebackof thenetas
Indiaproduceda
commandingdisplay
against thehometeam.
numadaGakuscored
Japan's lonegoalof thecon-
test in the52ndminute.ear-
lier, IndiadefeatedPakistan
in thesemis to reach final.
Purtiwasadjudgedplayer
of thematch.Pti

Iraq’s striker
questioned for
hours inUS
IRaq'SWoRldcupstriker,
aymenhussein,washeld
andquestioned fornearly
sevenhoursatchicago's
o'hareairport afterarriving
with thesquadearlyonSat-
urday, an Iraqi sportingoffi-
cial said.husseinwas
allowed in,but the team's
photographerwasbarred
fromenteringuS.ReuteRS

1500mnational
recordholder
suspended
Women’S 1500mnational
recordholderKmdeeksha,
cricketerBhupenlalwani,
weightlifterajithnarayana,
whohadwontwobronzes
in the recentasiancham-
pionships inGandhinagar,
andwrestlerSahil Jaglan,
whotookpart inasian
Games trials a fewdaysago,
wereamongseveral
athleteshandedprovisional
suspensionby thenadafor
failingdope testsonSatur-
day.oneof the few
cricketers tohavebeen
caught fordoping,lalwani
has representedmumbai
andchhattisgarh in
domestic cricket. Pti

Minakshi leads
Indiaboxing
squadatWC
WoRldno. 1minakshiand
seasonedcampaigner
deepakwill spearhead In-
dia's challengeat theWorld
Boxingcup2026 (Stage2),
scheduled to takeplace in
Guiyang,china, fromJune
15 to21.This is a second-
string Indian teamcompris-
ingboxerswho finishedas
runners-up in the recently
concludedcommonwealth
GamesandasianGames
trials. Indiacurrently
stands thirdglobally in
termsofoverall top 10
rankedathletes, includinga
second-placeposition in
thewomen's categoryand
fourth in themen's.Pti

Antonelli takes
polepositionat
MonacoGP
KImIanTonellI
masteredoneofFormula 1's
most intensechallenges to
takepoleposition forFor-
mula 1'smonacoGrandPrix
andbolsterhis credentials
as the title favorite.anto-
nelli savedhisbest for last
tobeatmaxVerstappenby
just0.043ofa secondtoex-
tendmercedes' streak.aP

Sriramveera
Mumbai, June6

inDiA hAVe won two T20
World cups since shreyas iyer
lastplayedaT20international.
hewatchedbothfromoutside,
notindisgrace,notafterapub-
lic falling out, but in a kind of
administrative limbo that in-
dian cricket occasionally in-
flictsonplayers it cannotquite
place.now, inasuddenturnof
events,iyerhasnotjustbeenre-
called to the side but also
namedT20 captain, replacing
theWorldT20-winningskipper
suryakumarYadav.
inthosetwoandahalfyears,

iyer built what may be the
strongest leadership cV in in-
dianT20cricket.heledKolkata
KnightRiders to their thirdiPl
titlein2024,finishingtopofthe
table andwinning the final by
eightwickets. “i personally felt
i didn’t get the recognition i
wantedafterwinning the iPl,”
he said. “But at the end of the
day,as longasyouhaveself-in-
tegrity and youkeepdoing the
right things when no one is
watching, that ismore impor-
tant.”hedidn’tnameanyone.
Then KKR didn’t retain

him. “i was part of the conver-
sation,butwasn’tcompletelyin
themix,” he toldGQ india. he
moved to Punjab Kings and
took them to the final in 2025
forthefirsttimeinelevenyears.
in iPl 2026 he scored his
maiden iPl century, an un-
beaten101inamust-winmatch
againstlucknowsuperGiants,
reaching itwith a six.he is the
only player to have captained
threedifferentiPlfranchisesto
a final. in 101matches as cap-
tainhiswinpercentage stands
at 54.45. At KKR in 2022, Pat
cummins,thenAustralia’sTest
captain,playedunderhimand
said publicly: “Wherever
shreyaswantstobowlme,iam
happy.”
When Punjab paid Rs 26.75

croreatthe2025auction,Ricky
Ponting,whohasworkedwith
iyeracross threestintsatDelhi
capitals, KKR and Punjab
Kings, explained the decision
simply: “We wanted the best
possibleindiancaptain.Wegot
ourman.”On iyer’s swagger at
the crease he was equally di-
rect:“hewalkedoutwithacer-
tain amount of swagger about
himbecausehe’sconfident.he
knowsifhedoeshislittlethings
right, then he can’t fail.” After
the iPl 2026 century he de-
scribed the dressing room ef-
fect:“Themomenthestandsin
front of the group and speaks,
not a single eyeball leaves a
singlewordhesays.”
Theshort-ballvulnerability

had followed iyer for years.he
knew it. “People said i would
never fix my short-ball prob-
lem,”hetoldJiostarduringiPl
2026. “That triggered me. i
wanted to prove themwrong.”
WhenhisBccicentralcontract
waswithdrawn,hetoldhisKKR
coach chandrakant Pandit
simply: “sir, i’ll prove it.” The

changehedescribesisspecific:
“earlier, i would just take a
single or try to keep the ball
down.Butnowmymindsethas
changed. if i see a short ball in
myzone, iamgoingtohit it for
a six.” Behind it were 50 overs
and over 300 balls in a single
practice session, facing real
bowlers to build what he calls
clarityofmovement.
The day before amatch in

iPl 2026, iyer pulled nehal
Wadhera aside. “Tukhel bin-
daas,pressurelenamerakaam
hai,” he told him, you play
freely, it’s my job to take the
pressure. “heenjoysthepress-
ure, that’swhyyoucanseeit in
his batting,”Wadhera told re-
porters. in iPl 2025,with Pun-
jab chasing history against
Mumbai indians, shashank
singhwasrunoutattemptinga
casual single at a critical mo-
ment and publicly scolded by
hiscaptain.Theniyerhitanun-
beaten87 to take the teaminto
thefinalandtookshashankout
fordinner.“ideserveit.shreyas
shouldhave slappedme,”sha-
shanktoldTheindianexpress.
“But later, he tookme out for
dinner.” standards held, rela-
tionshippreserved.
Thequestionsaboutiyerare

not about character but about
context.hewillwalk inascap-
tainwithoutthosefoundations,
to players who know him by
reputationmorethanbyhabit.
A franchise dressing room is
built overmonths, on shared
historyandaccumulatedtrust.
An international one asks him
tostartagain.
india’s number four has

been a revolving door since he
was last in contention. his in-
stinct for a match situation,
whentoanchor,whentoaccel-
erate, is precisely what that
positionhasbeenmissing.The
englandtourinJuly,fiveT20is
followed by three ODis, gives
him time to build what iPl
franchises handed him grad-
ually.Whenhiscentralcontract
was withdrawn, he told his
coachhewouldproveit.When
the selectors looked elsewhere
fortwoandahalfyears,hewent
quiet and fixed what needed
fixing. no indian T20 captain
hasarrivedwithafranchiserec-
ord this extensive, orwith this
much time spent quietly earn-
ing it.

TheMumbaimanbuiltoneof the
strongest leadershipCVsinIndianT20
cricket, leadingKKR to2024IPLtitle
andPBKS to2025IPLfinal

TheIyerstory:Fromtwo&halfyearsof
rejectiontonationalteamcaptaincy

india’S t20i Squadannouncement

Shreyas iyerhasbeenknockingon thenational t20i squad for thepast twoyearswithgoodperformances in the iPL . fILe/exPreSS

Shankarnarayan
Mumbai, June6

lessThAnthreemonthsafter
liftingtheT20Worldcup,india
havealreadybegunturningthe
page. The squads announced
for the ireland and england
series on saturday reflected a
sweeping reset rather than
minor tinkering — a World
cup-winning captain dis-
carded, a 15-year-old fast-
tracked into the senior setup
andanewleadershipgroupen-
trusted with taking the team
into itsnextcycle.
Thecontrastwiththesquad

thatliftedtheT20Worldcupis
striking. Of the 15 players se-
lected for that tournament,
only10feature inthesquadfor
irelandandengland.suryaku-
mar Yadav, who captained
india to the title, has been
dropped entirely. so too have
hardik Pandya, Rinku singh
andKuldeepYadav.
in their place come a new

captain in shreyas iyer, a new
vice-captain in Tilak Varma,
teensensationVaibhavsoorya-
vanshiandacropofnewnames
that includes Prince Yadav,
RaviBishnoiandnitishKumar
Reddy.
Jasprit Bumrah has not

been selected for these tours,
but has been picked for the
AsianGames in Japan in sep-
tember. chairman of selectors
Ajit Agarkar admitted that the
decisiontomoveonfromsurya
wasnoteasy.
"it'satoughone,havingjust

wontheWorldcup...Partlyhis
(surya's) own form, but also
looking at the next two-year
cycle or a little bit more than
two years now till the next
World cup. We thought this
was the best way forward,"
Agarkar said in the press con-
ferenceonsaturday.
The decision marks a re-

markable turnaround for
surya,whowasat thecentreof
celebrationswhen india lifted
the trophy inMarch, but now
finds himself out of the T20
setup.
While the leadership

change has grabbed the head-
lines, the promotion of Tilak
Varma to vice-captaincy per-
haps offers a bigger clue to in-
dia's long-term thinking. The
left-hander is only 23, but is al-
ready a keymember of india's
white-ball plans. By making
himthedeputyatsuchayoung
age,theselectorshavesignalled
thathewillbecentraltoindia's
plans for thenextT20cycle.
Themost eye-catching ad-

dition,though,issooryavanshi.
The 15-year-oldbecameoneof
the stories of iPl 2026withhis
fearless batting andnow finds
himself in the senior national
team. Agarkar suggested the
teenager hadmade selection
unavoidable.
"he's almost forced us to

pick him with how well he's
played.iknowhisageandhow
earlyhe is inhis career. Butwe
can all see what kind of talent
hehas,"hesaid.
For sooryavanshi, the call-

up caps a rise that has been al-
mostunprecedentedinindian
cricket.Theteenagermadehis
first-class debut in January
2024 and will now rub
shoulders with international
stars.Alongsidesooryavanshi,
uncapped pacer Prince Yadav
represents another exampleof
domestic and iPl perform-
ancesbeingrewarded.
"Wesawhim(Prince) in the

Vijay hazare Trophy and he
looked impressive. he can
move the ball, bowls towards
theendoftheinnings.hekind

of fits everything inwhite-ball
cricket,"Agarkar said.
if sooryavanshi's selection

pointstowardsthefuture,Pan-
dya'somissionunderlineshow
quickly things can change in
T20 cricket. The all-rounder
was india's vice-captainwhen
theywon the 2024 T20World
cupandoneoftheteam'smost
influential players, but now
findshimselfoutsidethesquad
asselectorsexplorealternative
options.
"hardik is one of our best

white-ball players. it gives us
also an opportunity to give
someone like nitish Reddy a
few opportunities with T20
cricket. so, therewill be a little
bitofaseparationwithregards
to T20. But themain objective
is toseeifhe(Pandya)canstart
playing well and stay healthy
with 50-over cricket," Agarkar
said. There are notable con-
tinuities, too. Abhishek
sharma, sanju samson, ishan
Kishan, shivam Dube, Axar
Patel,Varunchakravarthy,Ar-
shdeep singh, Mohammed
siraj andWashington sundar
allremainpartofthesetup.Yet
theoverallmessagefromsatur-
day'sselectionswasunmistak-
able. india haven't merely re-
placed one captain with
another.Theyhavebroadened
the player pool, invested in
youth and started the process
of building towards the next
T20Worldcup.
The surya era is over; the

iyererahasbegun.

Mission2028:Selectorsshift
fromreputationstopromise

amitkamath
Oslo, June6

ThesilenceofOslo'sDeich-
manBjørvika, thebiggestpub-
lic library innorway,wasshat-
teredlateonFridayeveningby
spontaneous applause that
rang out from the fourth floor
and reverberated till the
ground floor. For the past two
weeks, theDeichmanhasbeen
even quieter than you would
expect a library to be. it's host-
ing thenorway chess tourna-
ment after all and silence is
non-negotiable. somuch so,
that at various times, volun-
teers have had to rush to the
children'splayingareaintheli-
brary to request parents to
quietentheirboisterouskids.
late onFriday evening, no

onewasbotheringtohushany-
one.RPraggnanandhaa,newly
minted norway chess cham-

pion,hadjustwalkedintooneof
thethreebroadcaststudiosand
the 50 or so people who were
waiting for him to autograph
their chess boards broke into a
well-deservedapplause.Thein-
diangrandmasterhadwonone
ofthestrongestinvitationaltour-
namentsonthecalendaraftera
remarkable run in the second
half of the 10-round tourna-
ment. he won his final four
gamesonthetrot, clawingback
afterbeinglastinthestandings.
in 14editionsofnorwaychess,
Praggnanandhaa became the
first indian towin the event on
Magnuscarlsen'shometurf.
even anhour after thewin,

fansrefusedtoleavewithoutan
autograph or a selfie. chess-
boardsheldaloft,kidswellpast
their bedtimes stoodpatiently
forthe20-year-oldtosignthem.
Theirparentswereontheirtoes
too,cellphonecamerasreadyto

snap away as soon as Pragg
posedwiththeirchildren.
inhismedia commitments

afterthewin,Praggnanandhaa
mentioned more than once
thathewasravenouslyhungry
and had not spoken to his
family since his phone had
been left behind in his hotel
room. But despite those twin
urges, to talk to his family and
to grab a bite, he patiently ob-
liged everyonewho had hung
back forhim.
Asked about being a role

model at 20, he had said: "i
don'tthinktoomuchaboutit. i
just dowhat i do,which is play
chess. But wherever there is a
kid coming to me to get an
autograph, i try to domybest.
When i started, this is how it
was, you look up to someone
andstartplaying thegame.”
At some stage in the night,

officialsannouncedoverthePA

systemthatthelibrarywasoffi-
cially shut. But the crowd
wouldn't relent. Theboards for
Praggnanandhaa to sign kept
comingathim.heoccasionally
paused only to look at some-
one'scellphoneforaphoto.Over

the years, he's perfected the art
of signing a chessboard in the
blinkofaneye.Butevenat that
pace,hewasstrugglingtomake
adent into thewave afterwave
ofrequeststhatkeptcoming.
For the past two weeks, a

steady streamof indian-origin
kids and their parents have
made their way to Deichman
Bjørvika for similar pursuits.
They cornered Praggnanand-
haaandtheotherindianplayers
withautographrequestsasthey
walkedthe50-metre-longzebra
crossingthatseparatestheplay-
inghallfromtheirhotel.They've
beseechedplayers for selfies at
the entrance of theDeichman.

somehavehandedthemhand-
madegreetingcards.
The other indian players,

world champion D Gukesh,
Koneru humpy and Divya
Deshmukh, all three of whom
had finished at the bottom of
thestandings in their sections,
hadlongretreatedtotheirhotel
roomswhenPraggwasmaking
hiswaythroughthecrowd.
WhenPraggnanandhaade-

cidedto leaveaswell, therewas
a cavalcade of his fans riding
withhimdowntwofloorsonthe
narrowescalators,shoutingcon-
gratulations inmore than one
language.somekidsmadefutile
attemptstorideescalatorsgoing
the otherway just to catch up.
Between acknowledging the
wisheswhilegoingdownthees-
calator, Praggnanandhaa had
hismindonchess,not theadu-
lation.he talked shopwithhis
secondVaibhavsuri.hismind

wasonthebishopa3thathehad
allowed from his opponent
Keymer.
Bothtimeshegotoff thees-

calator, he was stopped again
byfanswithmorerequests.Fi-
nally, when he got out to the
pavement and waited for the
signaltoturngreen,hewassur-
roundedbyfansagain,manyof
whom spilled over onto the
busy street as they clamoured
forone finalpieceofhim.
Akidwhohadbeeninlock-

stepwith Pragg from the time
he left the broadcast studios
stepped up at the signal. he
wanted toknowabout thebest
openingreplytoanopponent's
e4. "e5 is the best," said Pragg
with a warm smile.hemight
havegrownintohispositionas
arolemodel,butheisstillmost
comfortable talkingchess.
(Thewriter is inOslo at the

invitationofNorwayChess)

Evenanhourafter
thewin, fansrefused
to leavewithoutan
autographoraselfie.
Chessboardsheld
aloft,kidswellpast
theirbedtimesstood
patiently forhimto

signthem.

RPraggnanandhaawasmobbedby fansafter hiswin. nOrwAyCheSS

VaibhavSooryavanshiwaspickedafter a stellar iPL season. reuterS

lNotableomissions

haRdikPandya:
Selectorswantedseniorall-
rounder fit and ready for
2027ODIworldCup,hence
decided topicknitishKumar
reddy instead fort20Is.

RinkuSingh:Problemof
plenty againworked to his
detriment.withVaibhav
Sooryavanshi's emergence
anda crowdedmiddle-
order, finisher lost his spot.

kuldeePyadav:wrist
spinner hadan indifferent
IPL seasonwith 10wickets
andeconomy rateof 10.29,
leading toaxe.

SquadSfoRiReland
andenglandSeRieS:
Shreyas Iyer (C),Abhishek
Sharma,SanjuSamson(wK),
IshanKishan (wK),Shivam
Dube,tilakVarma(VC),
nitishreddy,AxarPatel,
washingtonSundar,Varun
CV,raviBishnoi,Mohd.Siraj,
harshitrana,Arshdeep
Singh,Princeyadav,Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi.
SquadfoR2026aSian
gameS:Shreyas Iyer (C),
AbhishekSharma,Sanju
Samson(wK), IshanKishan
(wK),ShivamDube,tilak
Varma(VC),nitishreddy,
AxarPatel,washington
Sundar,VarunCV,ravi
Bishnoi, JaspritBumrah,
harshitrana,Arshdeep
Singh,Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi.

Wewantedthe
bestpossible

Indiancaptain.We
gotourman.He
walkedoutwitha
certainamountof
swaggerabouthim
becausehe’s
confident.Heknows
ifhedoeshis little
thingsright, thenhe
can’t fail ”
RickyPonting,
OnwhyPBKSwent fOr Iyer

l Stunning comeback

ThenightPraggnanandhaawonNorwayChessonCarlsen’shometurf

Kolkata



TheSUNDAYexpreSSmAgAziNe SCReeN | PaGe3

Memoryasacompanion
InspiredbyPartitionsurvivors, ImtiazAli’sMainVaapasAaunga is a
tribute toageneration that carriedstoriesofhomeand loss

With apinchof salt
anda sip of tequilaJune 7, 2026

string
theory
(Clockwise from
top)NRajam;with
granddaughters
Nandiniand
Ragini;withUstad
BismillahKhan;
withKathak
exponentSitara
Devi;being
awardedthe
PadmaVibhushan
fromPresident
DroupadiMurmu

SuanshuKhurana

iN PReSeNT-DAy Varanasi, where
the overlapping strains of temple
bells,theazaanandfolkandclassi-
cal traditions are increasingly fil-
tered through hardened ideas of
identity and belonging, a not-so-

distant memory of shehnai maestro Ustad
BismillahKhaninamusicaldialoguewitha
youngBHUprofessorandviolinistNRajam
almost40yearsago,stillevokesthecultural
memory of a city somewhat receding from
us.Acityuntouchedbymodernpoliticsand
heldtogetherbydiverseculturalandmusical
traditions;thefamedGanga-Jamunitehzeeb
thatonceimbuedintomusic, languageand
thefabricofdailylife.

The texture of that time is captured in a
grainy video recording from the ’80s avail-
ableonyouTube,whereoneseesRajamplay
Maithili poet Vidyapati’sPiyamorabaalak
(My beloved is a mere boy), on the banks of
theGanga.Itistheanguishofayoungbride
mourning her wedding to a child with no
scopeofcompanionshipandnoplaceforde-
sire played in Pilu, a fluid raga with longing
attheheartofit.

For Rajam, born and raised in a Tamil-
speakingfamilyinChennai,thiswasherode
to the writing and composition of the 15th-
century poet/composer still revered in the
Purvanchalibelt.KhanandtablagiantPtKi-
shanMaharaj,sittingoneithersideofher,lis-
tened in sheer delight as Rajam, bent over
herviolin, took adeep diveinto the popular
folk piece. But her violin did more than just
renderabelovedmelody.Itechoedthequin-
tessential Banarasi lehja, the unhurried
graceofitscadence,inturnbecominginsep-
arable from the city she had come to call
home then. Khan is heard saying ‘wah’ at
regular intervals. He joins her with his
shehnai, extending the melodic thread.
Khanhadheardherplayasoloattheuniver-
sity and was struck by the evocative nature
of the young violinist’s music. That is when
hedecidedtocollaboratewithher.

“Thoughhewasfromagenerationabove
me,KhansaabprobablysawthatwhatIwas
tryingtodowiththeviolinwasinsomeways
similartowhathehadalreadydonewiththe
shehnai.Hehadbeenplayingkhayalonthe
shehnaiforyearsbythen,”saysRajam,about
the wind instrument that was associated
withweddings,templesandfolkmusicuntil
Khanputitontheproscenium.“Playingwith
him, where he would just close his eyes
listen, will remain memorable for me,” says
88-year-oldRajam.

Khan’sversionofBanaraswasalwaysat
thecentreofhisaffections.Heconsideredit
responsible for his music. In Rajam’s play-
ing, he, perhaps, heard his Banaras, which
surfaced in the tenderness of every glide,
pause and the delicate tonal shifts. This vi-
olin could sing. And Rajam’s brilliance lay
in transforming the sound of the violin by
adapting the technique of a european in-
strument, which she learned through the
grammarofCarnaticmusic,tothedemands
ofHindustanivocalmusic.Theresultwasa
completereimaginationoftheviolinwitha
gayakiang (the vocal style), which hadn’t
been heard on the instrument before. Be-
cause no violinist had done this before her.
Rajam’s effortlessness only revealed just
how much labour lay beneath the process.

InRajam’shands,foroversevendecades
now, the violin has never sounded external
to the Hindustani tradition. From complex
classicalragastothumrisandkajris,shehas
absorbed them all into the medium. “Al-
thoughtheviolinhasbeeninpracticeinthe
southforabout300yearswithahighlysoph-
isticated technique, that technique was not
sufficientforreproducingHindustanivocal
musicontheinstrument.Ihadtoworkvery
hardanddoalotofresearch.evenforashort
phrase, I would struggle for months to get it
right.Themusicwasnotjustareproduction
oftheexistingoceanofHindustanimusic;it
neededtohavelife,”saysRajaminaconver-
sation withThe IndianExpress a day after
herlifelongreimaginationoftheviolinwon
heraPadmaVibhushan,thesecondhighest
civilian honour, last month. She was
awarded the Padma Shri in 1984 and a
Padma Bhushan in 2004. “This award is a
culminationofmylife’swork,"saysRajam.

In the ’80s, eminent musicologist and
critic Mohan Nadkarni wrote of her, “As a
soloist, she has come to be acclaimed as the
firstvirtuosotosucceedinadaptingkhayal
gayakion the violin… What adds to her dis-
tinction is that she has contributed signifi-
cantly to the field of musicological history
andresearch”.

ASWewalkintoRajam’sHiranandani
Complex apartment in Thane, away
from Mumbai’s usual rush and rest-

lessness afewmonthsbeforeherDelhivisit,
shehurriesintothekitchen,herSouthcotton
saripallutuckedatherwaist.Fromtheliving
room, Rajam can be seen bent over a small
aluminiumkadhai, frying crisp bhajias as
theycrackleinhotoil,whilemovingquickly
betweenthestoveandthecountertoprepare
cups of freshly brewed filter coffee. She re-
fuses all help and soon brings out the food
andcoffeeherself.“you’vecometomyhome
forthefirsttime,”saysRajam,checkingmid-
interviewifourcoffeeis“goodenough”.

Be it a cup of filter coffee or a phrase of
music, Rajam’s instinct has always been to
refinefurther.Italsocomesfromdeveloping
adisciplineinlearningmusicunderthetute-
lage of her taskmaster father and violinist

WhenRajamvisitedBanaras,shecarried
her violin and a letter of introduction from
renownedviolinistParurSundaramIyerfor
Hindustani vocalist and Gwalior gharana
giant Pt Omkarnath Thakur, also the first
deanofthemusicfacultyatBHU.Sheplayed
Thakur’srecordingfromoneofhis78RPMs
for him, one that she had heard and could
notforget,thenuancedvocalisationsstaying
withher.“WhenIplayedhispiecetohim,he
was very impressed,” says Rajam. It was
mainly because Rajam was not playing the
usualgatkaristyleofviolinmodelledonsitar
andsarod,inwhichamusicianemphasises
onthecharacteristicsoftheraga’sfixedcom-
position. She was playing the way Thakur
wassinging,withthenuancesofvocalmusic
intact in her violin’s luscious tone. Fasci-
nated, Thakur decided to teach her. What
emerged here was a style of playing that
broke new ground. In about three to four
years, Rajam began to play in national pro-
grammes.SheevenaccompaniedThakurin
hisHindustaniprogrammes,auniqueprivi-
legeasonlysarangiandharmoniumplayers
usuallyaccompaniedseriouskhayalartistes.
“He was a loving fatherly figure but there
weretimeswhenIwouldbealittlescaredof
him. He would say, ‘Kyun?Mainkoi sher
hoon? (Why? Am I a lion?). Then we would
laugh,”saysRajam.

By this time, Rajam’s family had moved
toMumbai.ShemainlytravelledtoBanaras
toeitherlearnorforherexaminations.While
at home, she would either practice or teach
othergirlsintheneighbourhoodtohelpher
family’sfinancialsituation.“Ilikedperform-
ing too. But I really enjoyed teaching. I still
do. I feel like one among these kids,” says
Rajam. Around the time she finished her
graduation, a violin teacher’s position
opened up at BHU. Two years later, she
joinedasalecturerattheageof21in1959and
spent the next 40 years teaching at the uni-
versity’s music department and in the city
she still recalls with fondness. She finished
her Master’s in Sanskrit followed by a
PhD with her thesis centred on a com-
parative study of Hindustani classical and
Carnaticmusic.

Asisthecasewithmostinnovations,Ra-
jam’s playing also found criticism and was
not embraced by everyone. In fact some
critics and purists argued that her style was

more of an intrusion of
Carnatic ideas into a
Hindustani idiom
which had its own vo-
cabulary and aes-
thetics.Butifonelooks
plainly, it seems to be
aboutadeeperunease
ofnorthandsouthIn-
dian traditions seen
asdifferententities.

“It was a very
suljha huya tech-
nique that most
people were easily
drawn to it. Some
didopposeandcriti-

cise but I think somewhere in their
hearts, even they knew. It never
bothered me, though. I was just too
immersed and too sure of my art. I
knew what I was doing; no one else
was,” says Rajam, who married TS
Subramaniam,grandsonofIndianac-
tivist FG Natesa Iyer, one of the pion-
eersofTamildramaandcinema.

RajamretiredfromBHUin1999but
by then she had already trained her
daughter Sangeetha and grand-
daughters Nandini and Ragini, who
oftenplaytogether.Bothbroughtoutan
11-track original album titledTaraana

(Universal Music), which was produced by
Grammy-nominated Nick Patrick and

wherethetwowentontoblendHindustani
music with contemporary orchestra-

tions.
“I am not a doting grandmother

when I teach. Daily practice was a
must and I have been quite strict
with them,” says Rajam, who,
alongwithherdaughterSangee-
tha,hasalsoestablishedaguru-
kul on the outskirts of Tamil
Nadu. She feels institutional
trainingstillisunabletoproduce

greatartistes.
“When Bismillah Khan saab

hadheardme,hesaidthatifIwasa
product of the university, “phir toh
man gaye”. I later told him that I

learnedundermyfatherandthenunder
Pt Omkarnath Thakur. Thegurukulsystem
is what can bring out the best in a musician
through focussed understanding of an art
form.ThisgurukulishowIwanttogiveback,
wherekidscancomeandlearnforfree,”says
Rajam, who also teaches online and
fewotherstudents.She,however,isstillun-
aware of AI, algorithms and the concept of
machinelearning.

Her schedule for the next few months is
choc-a-bloc with concerts. At 88, Rajam
shows little sign of slowing down. She says
thereismuchtodiscoverstillanddrawfrom.
“One has learned just about a fistful,” says
Rajam. As for the city of Varanasi — the
thread that runs in her life, in her music as
well as this conversation — it may have
changed in more ways than one today. But
once upon a time, a chance encounter with
its musical traditions, its porousness, its
senseoffreedomwithininheriteddivisions,
is what changed Rajam’s destiny. And in
time,thatoftheviolin.

VidwanANarayanaIyersinceshewasthree.
“He was a teacher par excellence. He knew
howtogetyoungchildrentolearn.Hetaught
adistinctivebowingandfingeringtechnique
to mimic the emotive pull of vocal classical
music in the Carnatic system,” says Rajam,
who was taught the same technique as her
older brother and prominent violinist
TMKrishnan.

“He was extremely strict and would not
let my friends come home; there was no
question of watching movies, no film songs
on the radio. Prashn hi nahi tha bahar
khelneka(Therewasnoquestionofplaying
outside),” says Rajam in remarkably Sansk-
ritaised Hindi, shaped by living in Banaras
for decades and a degree in Sanskrit. “My
mother would argue with him and ask him
to stop torturing the children. There was no
exposure to the outside world. I only knew
howtoplaytheviolin,”saysRajam,whoaud-
itioned for radio when she was nine and

beganplayingprofessionallysoonafter.
WhenmusiciansvisitedRajam’shomein

Chennai,thechildrenwereexpectedtoper-
formforthem.Amongthosewhovisitedwas
MSSubbulakshmi, whowasstruckbywhat
she heard from the young Rajam. In 1951,

Rajam was just 13 when she accompanied
Subbulakshmi on a tour of Delhi and cities
around, carefully following the Carnatic
great’svocalcontourswhileholdingherown.
“Itfeltliketouringwithmymother.Shewas
veryloving,”saysRajam.

At 14, Rajam finished school ahead of
schedule, having skipped a class due to her
academic abilities. She was a year short of
eligibilitytojoincollegeandappearforinter-
mediateexaminations.BanarasHinduUni-
versity (BHU), at the time, allowed women
students to study privately and appear for
the examination. Determined that she con-
tinue her education and not sit idle, her
fatherdecidedthatshe takeuptheoptionof
Banaras,adecisionthatwouldshapetherest
of her life. “My father also admired Hindu-
stani music, especially due to his kinship
with Pt Vishnu Digambar Paluskar. So he
wasquiteexcitedthatIwasgoingtolearnit,”
saysRajam.

WHENHER
VioliNSiNgS

ViolinvirtuosoNRajam,
88,whowasawarded
thePadmaVibhushan
lastmonth,on
reimaginingthe
Carnaticviolin in the
Hindustanivocal
tradition forseven
decades,herartistic
kinshipwithUstad
BismillahKhanand
alifelongbond
withBanaras
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ina stateofmotion.Hehadaneye for the
kind of details that most people over-
looked—the tilt of ahead, the roundness
of a belly, the careful way a woman bal-
ances a basket on her head, the tired
swaggerofamanwithadrinkinhand.no-
body stands still for long in his world.
everyone isdoing something.
inMario’s drawing, Goa is more than

justadestination.Thehumourinhis lines
comes from familiarity. These are not
invented figures but people one has seen
in themarket inMargao,onavillage road
in saligao, at the counter of an old tavern
in Panaji or outside a chapel after the
sundayMass.
The poder is one of those recurring

presences in the Goan life. He is not
glamorous. The blue tarp covering the
bread carrier flaps lightly in thewindand
the lanes seemto recognisehispassage.
Mario’sdrawingsbringto life theauth-

ority the fisherwoman holds. she walks
door todoor, inher satindress, carrying a
bamboobasketonherhead,hawkingout,
“Bai, nuste zai go? (Lady, do you want
fish?).” she is efficient. she struts unhur-
riedly, in the way only people who know
theirworthcan.Andafisherwomannever
forgets her customer. Fish inGoa is about
livelihood, bargaining, taste, smell, argu-
mentandmemory.
This is what makes Mario’s Goa feel

intimate.Hedidnotseparatewomenfrom
thesceneortuckthemintotheedges.They
occupiedtheframefully,withthesameas-
suranceasmen.Hismarketwomenstand
with their hands on their hips, their
mouthsmid-sentence,theirbodiesturned
towards thebusinessof living.The tavern
men are equally vivid, their faces round
with time, drink and their expression full
ofopinion.nobodyisidealised.nobodyis
reduced.everyoneisobservedwithaffec-
tionandaclear eye.
Goahasoftenbeendescribedfromthe

outsidethroughitsbeaches,churchesand
oldPortuguesehousesbuttherealtexture
of a place canbe found in its people. That
is why thewayMario looked at Goamat-
tered.Hisframeswereoftenfullandbrim-
ming—areminder thatGoanlife is fullof
noise, neighbours, rituals, small econ-
omies, habit and improvisation. That is
whyhisworkendures.Forthosewhogrew
up inGoa,his art often feels less like illus-
tration andmore recognition. A person
can look at a Mario sketch and find a
cousin, anaunt, amanwhoalways sitson
thesamebarstoolandafisherwomanwho
knows every household on her route. His
artdoesnotmerelyresemblethepeopleof
Goa. it remembers them.

EPUnny

tHeMAriOMiranda we cel-
ebrate on his birth centenary
remains the most recogni-
sable stylist among indian
cartoonists. He could have

readily abandonedhisbirthright as a car-
toonist, the right to sign his art work. His
drawingstandsout inanyscaleanywhere
—aspublic art to single columnprint, on
pubwalls to the coffeemug.
When you revisit this comic artist

today, should you admire in silence his
characteristic body ofwork andmove on
or pause to ask a question or two?Mario
himself preferred conversation over si-
lence, so here we go. Are there chinks in
the stylised armour? Did this trademark
drawing style justmaterialise like theBig
Bang? Overnight out of nowhere? it ob-
viouslydidn’t.Thereisapre-storyandyou
will find it in the diaries the cartoonist
kept.Threeofthem—fromtheyears1949,
1950and 1951—havebeenpublished.
The1949diary is special.Accordingto

his friend, chronicler and curator Gerard
daCunha, thatwaswhen the compulsive
doodler entered a keen phase of honing
“his cartoonist skills with his low key,
gentlehumour.”
You find here the early signs of the

Mariomarkhisfans’ love.Heturns23that
year.Heis living inwhathecallsacubicle
in HollandHouse in Colaba. He came to
BombaytojoinJJschoolofArts,wherehe
spentonedayandswitchedtost.Xavier’s
collegetostudyenglishliterature.Hewas
relativelynewtoenglish,whichhebegan
learning as a school-goer in Bengaluru.
The languagehelpedwhenheeventually
foundworkinenglishpublicationswhere
he had towrite pithy cartoon captions. A
memorable one-liner is from the boss in
his business cartoon, “i don’t want to
make money. i want to make more
money.”Anditwassheerfuntowatchthe
cartoonist stepoutofenglishandback to
presentanarrayofcharacterswithnames
as strangely indianisedasrajaninimbu-

pani, Bundaldass andMoonswamy.
Mario grew up in pre-liberation Goa,

speaking Portuguese and Konkani. Back
in 1949, hewrote his diary in Portuguese.
A surprise in its abundantly illustrated
pagesistheabsenceofthestrikinglyvisual
Bombay; no sign of the grand, detailed
cityscapes he went on to master. not
unusual for the city dweller who finds
little time to stand back and stare. You
see only interiors, tight frames as in our
early parallel cinema, where Mario is
hanging out with friends in restaurants,
cafes, ice cream parlours and cinema
foyers, the lastmost frequented,often for
two shows inaday.
Mario’s day begins early withmass at

the church and ends, closer to exams, at
the study table with piles of text books
waitingtobemuggedup.All through, the
youngmanisseldomalone.notevendur-
ingstudytime.Onthecluttereddesk,you
can’t miss his bleary-eyed cat staying up
tokeephimcompany.Morecats,dogsand
abulbul showupwhenhe is back inGoa,
which is as often as he can. That is when
his sketchpen flies.Animals andbirdsgo
ontobecomeavitalpresenceinhisoeuvre
that stretches occasionally to accommo-
date the accidental drop of ink that is

quickly converted into a crow.
Marionotesdowneverydayactiv-

ities like any diarist. What animates
themundane,minimaltext isthecar-
toonishillustrationoftheday’skeyac-
tivity, drawn for sheer pleasure. His
comiccorneaisalreadyinplace.That is
how he sees the world. Almost every-
thing he depicts turns comic. A fine
threadofmockeryrunsthroughthe
pages needling friends, family,
neighbours, teachers, pastors and
pundits.Thechroniclerhimself is
no less a target. The artist has
started drawing himself as a par-
ticipant — big nose, extra-long
stride, as awkward as the rest of
his friends on extended teenage.
Undernopressure to ideate and
think up clever prose, cook
up a plot or structure the
narration, Mario’s pages
turn with ease and before
you know it, you are done
with thebook.
it is then that you realise

that what you have
encountered is an unintended
surprise — a book-length
graphicmemoir.

surely not as layered and complex as
thecurrentcropofanimeandmangathat
the young binge-read or the graphic
novelsthattheolderlotbendover,Mario’s
contentmakes up for the fledgling form.
His is thestoryofa23-year-oldinthe just-
freedindiaslidingfreelybetweenoverlap-
pinglinguistic, religiousandethniczones
—Portuguese, indian, Catholic, Konkani
—with a far-from-piousmind, more in-
clined to mock than sing paeans to the
authorities.TheLife ofMario 1949 comes
across as a reminder of the nation the
founders set out tobuild.

eye ITHESUNDAYEXPRESSMAGAZINE
June7, 20262 aRtsetc.

aniMalsand
birdsGoonto
becoMeavital
presence in
hisoeuvre
thatexpands
to includethe
accidental
dropof ink
that isquickly
converted
intoacrow

theinsideeye
Processionby
MarioMiranda;
(left)VillageBus

lifeinink
(Clockwise fromleft)Sketches fromThe
LifeofMario1949; MarioMascot

WHenifirst spotted them,snuggledtogetheronthewall ro-
mantically,makingnoattempt toscuttleawayas
cockroachesarewont to, iwassurprised.Likea time-
honouredvoyeur, imoved in foracloser lookandimmedi-
atelywishedihadn’t.The largerpartner,waseating the
smalleronealive.As if toprove itspoint, itwrenchedoff the
headof itsvictimanddraggedtherestof it away.Ohwell, i
thought, cockroachesandcockroachheadscan live for sev-
eralhoursandweeks,decapitated,or so ihadread.Also, they
canwithstandnuclear radiation15 timesasmuchaswecan,
runatanequivalentof200mph,withstandpressuresupto
900times theirbodyweightandsqueeze theirbodies into
infinitesimalcracks.Theycan livewithout foodforamonth,
withoutair for45minutesandwithoutwater for threedays.
Theyhavealsobeenaccusedof snackingonsoftearwax,nib-
blingat theeyelashesof sleepingchildrenandinvestigating
toenails for tastywhat—toe jam?
Theyarescavengers largelyandwill eat justabout

anything—bookbinding, leftovers, skin flakes, celluloseand
love to indulge themselveswithsipsofbeer.Theywill leavea
characteristicunpleasant,unhealthyodourbehind,which
cancausechildrentogetasthmaticattacks.some,however,
havemorerefinedtaste.
recovering fromsurgeryyearsago inagovernmenthos-

pital inMumbai, iwas in the iCU, the left sideofmychest raw
andstitchedupin threeplaces.A tubepokingoutofmyside
voidingsomedisgusting fluid—notaprepossessing
prospect.Ah,but thentherewas lunchto look forward to:a
wardboyturnedupwitha thali ladenwithrice,dal,
vegetables,papadanddahi.Andalso, carefullycircling the
rimof the thaliagiganticmahoganycolouredcockroach, its
feelerswavingas if itwereaMichelin-starredchef taking in
whiffsofexotic spices. ipointed itout, andthewardboy
casually flicked itoffwitha finger, andsaid, “Khao (eat).”On
the floor, theroachprobablymadefor theunemptiedslosh-
ingbedpan lyingunder thebedfora refreshingpint.
Thankfully,of theover4,500speciesofcockroaches in

theworld,only30deignto timesharewithus.Of these, the
big fourare theAmericancockroach,obviouslyXXLonits
dietofdiscardedhamburgers, cheeseburgersandhotdogs;

theGermancockroach (small
scuttler); theAustralianandthe
Asian,not surprisinglyconsidered
thedirtiest.Andgivengoodbaby-
care facilities, apair canproduce2
to3millionbabiesevery twoyears,
not tomentionhavebabies in
space.somelayeggsandsomegive
birth to liveyoung.
Their toughshinyexoskeletons

arewaxcoveredandtheyarebuilt
like tanks.swata roachandit
might flipupsidedownandwave
its legsaroundweakly—ahyou
think, jobdone.notquite,hours
later, it’s still aliveandwhenyou
flip itoveragain, itwill,withas
muchdignityaspossible,move

awaytoasafer location.needless tosay theyaremostly im-
pervious topesticides.
Mosthouseholdroaches live in thebathroomorkitchen,

scoutingaroundatnight, andwill fleewhenthe lightsare
switchedon.Butsomedadasmayfly in fromthedarkand
scare thebejesusoutofyouas they thumpdowninthepool
of lightcastbyyour reading lamp.
All this seemstobuildupourcase for their total extermi-

nation,nomatterhow.Butmost species liveonforest floors
andmanyarequitebeautiful.eventhehouseholdroach isa
handsomedude,with its lacquer-likemahoganyfinish.More
thanthat,however, theyperformavital function in the for-
est.Beingscavengers, theyeat thedeadanddecayingandin
doingso, free thenitrogentrapped in thosebodiesvia their
poop.This liberatedpoopynitrogen isvital for thehealthand
well-beingofplants, treesandtheentire forest thatwoulddie
without it.
Thoughtheydonotbiteorsting,mostpeopleareeither

horrifiedbyorpetrifiedofroaches.Buttheyhavetheiraficio-
nadosalso—inJapan,there’sazoowhere ‘cockroachpetting
sessions’areheldtwiceaweek,andcockroachraceshavebeen
organisedinmanycountriesaroundtheworld.TheChinese,
ofcourse,believetheyhavemedicinalqualitiesandinThai-
land,theyareconsideredaprotein-richsnackwhensautéed,
deepfried,broiledorboiled:crispontheoutside,succulenton
theinside.Youcanalsoenjoyacupofcockroachtea.
Othercreatures too, like lizards, snapthemupandthere’s

aparticularlyunpleasantwaspthatwill anaesthetisea roach,
drag it to its lairand layaneggon it. its larvaewill thenhavea
24-hoursupplyof freshcockroachmeat to thriveon.
Longago,asan idiot schoolboy, ioncekeptcockroaches

inmypocketandwouldpalmthemoff togirls inorder to
gross themoutandshowhow‘macho’ iwas.Ofcourse, itdid,
but frankly, that’snot thebestwaytogetgirlfriends.Another
time,whenthekitchenwassuddenlyoverwhelmedwitha
teeming influxofcockroachbabies, imademyselfacupof
coffee…Therewere tinybrownthingsontherimof themug,
whichi took tobeingcoffeepowder. ‘not so,’myniecesaid
gleefully, ‘thosearecockroachbabies.You justhadacoffee
cockroachie.’ i’vehadtostophavingcoffee (forother reasons)
butamverycarefulwhenisprinklecocoapowderovermy
vanilla ice-creamormakecrumblychocolatebrownies.

AnusreeKC

DresseD in his long checkered T-shirt
and Bermuda shorts, the poder (baker)
cycles through the narrow lanes of the
small town.Hebeginshis journeyearly in
themorning,alittleafterthecrackofdawn
— before the rush of the day begins —
carryingfreshlybakedpaointhebluetarp-
covered carrier on the back of his bicycle.
He presses the familiar horn attached to
the steel handle of his old-school bicycle.
Andstopsatadoorstepevenbeforethebi-
cycle comes to a halt. He props it on its
standandhonkstwice,toannouncehisar-
rival.But it’snot justhisarrival, it is thear-
rival of anewday.
Goahasalwayshaditsownwayofwak-

ing up. slowly, taking its own sweet time.
Beforeall thehustlebegins in thecity, the
villagesandthesmaller townsareaplace
where themorning does not arrive in a
rush. it arrives in fragments— in the
splash of a bucket being emptied at the
gate after themorning cleaning, in the
smell of the freshly baked bread, in a
neighbour calling out to another from
behindahalf-openwindow.
That is the Goa Mario Mir-

andaknewanddrew.
Born in Loutolim in 1926,

Mario did not turn Goan
life into postcard scenery.
He turned it into a crowd.The
frames of his sketches filled
with poders, fisherwomen,
tavern regulars, market women,
priests, porters, children and
gossiping neighbours, all caught

Inhis birth centenary year, a lookatMarioMiranda’s
graphicmemoir,TheLife ofMario 1949, wherehis
comic cornea captures friends, family, teachers, pastors
andpundits throughpunctilious cartooning

Pen

thebaker,thepriestandotherstories
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AlakaSahani

aNELDERLyPartitionsurvivor
once shared with filmmaker
ImtiazAlihismemoryofagirl
who frequented his father’s
shop and how much he ad-

miredher.After almost sevendecades, he
still remembersher fondly.AnotherParti-
tionsurvivor,recallsthewriter-filmmaker,
oncewroteaboutamanwhousedtocross
their street at a certain time and how she
would wait on her balcony to catch a
glimpse of him. “There is something
precious in the feelings of love that you
carryinyourheartallyourlife.Thiskindof
warmth and memory is your constant

companion that gives you refuge, shelter
andjoyallyourlife,”saysAli.Hisnewfilm,
MainVaapasAaunga,headds,isbasedon
suchstories.
Itwas duringhis visits to Punjabwhile

filmingAmarSinghChamkila (2024) and
other films before it, that Ali hadmet sev-
eral survivors of the Partition who, even
after78years,heldontomemoriesoftheir
lifebeforethedivide.Inspiteofthetragedy
andthestrife,itwasthepleasantmemories
ofthatperiodthattheystillrecalled—their
friends, old homes, pieces of furniture,
playthingsand thepeople theyhad loved.
“Sometimes the elderly struggled with
memory issues, they forgot the names of
their own children but they didn’t forget
the infatuations from their early days,”
hesays.
Love has been a leitmotif in all of Ali’s

films,fromhisdebutfeatureSochaNaTha
(2005) to JabWeMet (2007).LoveAajKal
(2009) and Tamasha (2015). It has con-
tributed in cementing his reputation as a
storytellerwhopresentsafascinatinglook
atcontemporaryromanceaswellas its in-
herent conflicts. yet, he often packs in
somethingmore than just romance—the
journeyofself-discoverythattheleadchar-
acters go through in (JabWeMet) or love
beyondsocial constructs (Rockstar,2011).
“Through Main Vaapas Aaunga, I

wantedtoconveythefeelingsofthegener-
ationthatispassingaway.Infact,Iwasina
rushtomakethisfilmsothatsomeofthem

couldwatch it, so that we can communi-
catetothemthatwefeelyouandwearetry-
ingtounderstandwhatitwouldhavebeen
foryoutohavelivedthiswholelifecarrying
the tenderness of your early romances,”
says Ali who grew up in Patna and Jam-
shedpurbeforemovingtoDelhitostudyat
HinduCollege.
MainVaapasAaunga,thathitstheatres

on June 12, reunites Ali with singer-actor
Diljit Dosanjh after themuch-acclaimed
AmarSinghChamkilaandmarksthedirec-
tor’s first collaborationwith actorNaseer-

uddinShah.Afteressayingthecharacterof
controversialPunjabifolksingerChamkila
on screen, Dosanjh now plays Nirvair,
grandsonofShah’scharacter,whoissuffer-
ingfromAlzheimer’sandwishestovisithis
hometown across the border. “It’s a fasci-
nating experience toworkwith the same
actor in such different roles. Every time I
lookat theeditandwatchDiljit’sperform-
ance, I realisewhatapureactorheis,”says
Ali. For him, bringing together Shah and
Dosanjhwas amajor experiment. “While
Naseer is one of themost trained and ac-
complished actors of India, Diljit is one of
themost instinctive actors. Their scenes,
perhaps the highlights of the movie,
workedbecausebothofthemhaverespect
foreachother.NaseerhadlikedChamkila’s
biopic, which is why hewas keen towork
withDiljit andme,” saysAli.
Shah plays a dementia patient in the

play,TheFather (written by French play-
wright Florian Zeller), but Ali says after
castinghim,heconsciouslyavoidedseeing
it because he did not want it to influence
hisdirectorialprocess.
The fresh pairing of actors Vedang

Raina and Sharvari has already created a
buzz. Since Shah’s character of a Partition
survivor is 95 in themovie, he would be
around18atthetimeofPartition.Whenthe
filmtimetravelstothatperiod,Rainaplays
Shah’s younger self and Sharvari appears
as his love interest Jiya. “What I really ad-
miredaboutVedangisthathedoesnotpre-
tend-act.Heisalwaysrealforthemoment.
Shravari has natural spunk and grace
which were crucial for the character of
Jiya.”Raina,whodebutedinZoyaAkhtar’s
TheArchies (2023),wascastalongsideAlia
Bhatt in Jigra (2024) while Sharvari after
making her acting debut in Bunty Aur

Babli2 (2021)hasacted inMunjya (2024).
Ali encouraged both the actors to feel,

discovermomentsorganically,ratherthan
go bywhat was written. Sharvari recalls,
“Hetaughtmetotrustemotionaltruthand
surrender fully to the character’s inner
world.Withmycharacter inMainVaapas
Aaunga, what I found beautiful was that
eventhoughshebelongstoanotherera,her
emotions feel incredibly contemporary
andrelatable.Imtiazsirneverapproached
heras justaperiodcharacter.Forhim, she
was a person first, with desires, fears, ten-
dernessandstrength.”
Raina, who has always found Ali’s

movies to be personal and emotionally
honest,sharesthatthedirectorneverforces
aperformance.“Heobservespeopleandsi-
lences so beautifully that sometimes the
mostimportantdirectionfromhimwould
comeinjustonesimplesentence.Heasked
menot to ‘play the period’ but to play the
person. He said emotions never change
withtimeandthat love, longing, rebellion
andheartbreakallremainthesame.It’sjust
the world around the character that
changes. That really helpedme simplify
myapproach,” sharesRaina.
During his career spanning two dec-

ades, Ali has built a cinematic repertoire
that isknownasmuchfor their emotional
richnessasforexquisitemusic.Hehasonce
againteamedupwithlyricistIrshadKamil
and composer ARRahman for his latest.
“IrshadandIgoalongwayandwehavebe-
takallufi (informality)witheachother.He
does notmind saying something tome,

whichheknowsIwon’tlikeandviceversa.
Because I amso informalwithhim, I keep
tellinghim‘AchhahaiIrshadbutit’snotof
SahirLudhianvilevel(It’sgoodbutdoesn’t
match the level of Sahir Ludhianvi)’ or,
‘Achaahaibut Ghalib likhte kya isko (It’s
goodbutwouldGhalibhavewritten this)’.
Isaythisjusttoharasshimandegghimon."
Usually, Ali has conversations about a

proposedfilmseparatelywithRahmanand
Irshadduringtheinitialdaysofitsproduc-
tion. “We approachmusic through differ-
ent ways. It’s only after talking to both of
them separately for awhile that the three
of us sit and start working together.With
Rahman,thebestthingisthereisnoproce-
dure.Itcanstartanywhereandcangoany-
where,” says thedirector.
Though Sriram Raghvan’s Ikkis,

anothercross-bordertaletoldacrossadual
timeline that released in January,wasnot
acommercialsuccess,Alibelievesstatistics
can’t predict a film’s fate at thebox-office.
“People during the late 80s believed that
actionwasworking and love stories were
not.ThenreleasedMainePyarKiya (1989),
andeverybodyandtheiruncleswatchedit
20 times. Rules aremade for the conveni-
ence of somepeoplewho try to find some
calculation retrospectively on the success
andfailuresoffilms.Thesuccessorfailure
of one particular film is not a checkbox or
arefusaltoitswholecategoryoffilms,”says
Ali. “Filmmaking is not a product ofmar-
keting.Filmmaking isaproductofart.”
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AlakaSahani

FOROVERfiveseasonsnow,theaudience
of the seriesGullak has been privy to the
Mishrafamilycelebratingthesmall joysof
life as well as navigating disagreements
anddisappointments.Withitsnewseason
dropping on SonyLIV on Friday, Jameel
Khan,whoplays Santosh, the head of the
Mishra family, ruminates on the journey.
“Whenwe look back, we look so different
from Season 1. Emo-
tionally, there ismore
maturity and sensitiv-
ity towards family
values.” The relation-
ship between the par-
ents, Shanti and San-
tosh, has deepened,
while thedynamicbe-
tween them and their
sons, Anand and
Aman, has evolved.
“As human beings we
change. The char-
actersaremoremature
now,” says Geetanjali
Kulkarni, who plays
the roleofShanti.
This evolution, however, extends

beyond the fictional family to the actors
themselves. Harsh Mayar, who plays
Aman, has grown up on the show, which
premiered in June 2019. “In the first Sea-
son, I was playing a 15-year-old even
thoughIwas22. Ihadtoworkonmyvoice
and body language to match my char-

acter’s age,” he shares. What has helped
him deliver a convincing portrayal of
Amanashegoesthroughteenagetroubles
anddiscoverswhathewants topursue in
lifeistheclose-knitenvironmentoftheset
andbondheshareswithhisco-actors.“As
actors,wearegivenalotofspace.Wekeep
improvising.” Khan says, “When I look at
oldreelsandfootage, thegrowthofHarsh
isheartening.”
Thereisanoticeablechangeinthissea-

son as the character of
Anand Mishra aka Annu,
which was previously es-
sayed by Vaibhav Raj
Gupta, is nowbeingplayed
by Anant Joshi. Even
thoughJoshi is anewaddi-
tiontotheensemble,hehas
beenquitefamiliarwiththe
world ofGullak. “I used to
watch theshowandalways
admired it. To now play a
much-loved character in it
isquite surreal,” saysJoshi,
whohasactedinfilmssuch
as Kathal (2023) and 12th
Fail (2023).
Since he had worked

withMayar and Kulkarni previously, the
rapport with them also helped him in
stepping in to play this well-established
character. Mayar calls Joshi’s decision to
playAnnucourageous.“It isnoteasytofill
someone else’s shoes,” says Mayar, who
played the lead in IAmKalam (2011).Kul-
karni adds that bondingwith Joshi came

naturally,whileKhanfoundit fascinating
torespondtotheenergytheactorbrought
to the role.
Themuch-loved character of Bittu Ki

Mummy—anosyandnoisyneighbour—
played by Sunita Rajwar (of Santosh and
Panchayat fame)hasbecomeapartofthis
household over the seasons. Describing
her character as the ‘Joker in a pack of
cards’, Rajwar says, “Frombeing a neigh-
bour to getting emotionally attached to
the family, ithasbeenagreat journey.My
character is annoying but has many
shades and that has helped me grow

asanactor.”
Kulkarni, a National School of Drama

graduatewithanimpressivebodyofwork
intheatreandfilms,credits“extensivere-
hearsals” for their “effortless” perform-
ancesand“improvisation”onthesets.She
recounts how a popular car-parking se-
quencefromSeason4wastheresultof im-
provisation. “When Jameel and Harsh
created that scene when they were park-
ing an imaginary car, I had never im-
agined that it would happen on screen. I
looked at them with amazement even
thoughmycharacterreactsdifferentlyon
screen,” says Kulkarni, who is part of the
just-released film Maa Behen and the
seriesKhauf (2025).
Whathasstruckachordwiththeaudi-

ence,believe theactors, is therelatability
of thecharacters, situationsandthestory.
Theshowhighlights theeverydayexperi-
ences and concerns of middle-class In-
dian families. “In some episode or
another,people findsomethingtheycon-
nectwith,” saysKulkarni.Khan,who fea-
tures in Gangs of Wasseypur (2012) and
Tiger Zinda Hai (2017), shares how the
series is picked by families and friends
when they want to watch something to-
gether. “The love from the audience is
very genuine. People are emotionally at-
tached to it,” saysMayar.
TheMishrasmaybefictional,buttheir

evolutionfeelsauthenticsincetheyreflect
the experiences of common Indian
families.Theactors,however,havecertain
thingstoconveytotheircharacters.“Iwill
ask Shanti to take it easy,” says Kulkarni,
whileRajwardoesnotwanthercharacter
to change, “I love all the quirkiness Bittu
kiMummyhas.”
Khan wants to assure Santosh that:

“Keep itgoing. It isworking.”Mayar loves
his character and wants Aman to know
“Bahutpyaaraaadmihai (He is a lovable
person)”.Joshiwouldegghischaracteron
to “takemore risks since he has a protec-
tive family”.

‘What survives

all intheFamily

Inspiredby
conversationswith
Partition survivors,
ImtiazAli’sMain
VaapasAaunga is a
tribute to a generation
that carriedmemories
of home, loss and love
overdecades

AsanewseasonofGullak releases, its actors discuss
the show’s evolution, their on-set vibe andwhy the
characters’ everyday struggles resonatewith viewers
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SOMECITIESimpressyou.Somecitiesentertainyou.Some
cities feedyou.Andthentherearetherarecities thatedu-
cateyoursoul.Lucknowisoneof them.Itdoesnotshout its
greatness. Itdoesnotmarket itself intomagnificence. It
doesnotdemandadmiration. It simply lives itsvalues.And
inacentury increasinglyaddictedtodivision, thatmaybe
themostradicalactofall.
Myfirst lessonsaboutLucknowcamenot fromthecity

itselfbut frommygrandmother.DadicamefromKurwar,a
townnot far fromLucknowandcarriedAwadhinherheart
longaftershehadleft itssoil.Fromher, Iheardstoriesof
courtesy,compassion,conversationandcoexistence.
Storiesofaplacewherefaithwascherishedbuthumanity
wassacred.
Longbeforescholarscoinedphrasesandpoliticiansdis-

coveredslogans,DadispokeofwhatwenowcallGanga-Ja-
munitehzeeb.Toher, itwassimply life.Lucknowhad
understoodsomethingprofound.Beforereligion,before
language,beforecaste,beforepolitics, there ishumanity.
Thecitywaspractisingthisphilosophylongbefore itwas
writtenintopoems,speechesormanifestos.Today,when
muchof theworldseemsdeterminedtoshrinkitself into
smallerandsmallercertainties,Lucknowremains
gloriouslyexpansive.
Duringarecentvisit, Iencounteredthatconversation

againintheremarkableSPSingh,founderofLucknowPub-
licSchoolandLucknowPublicCollegeofProfessional
Studies,MemberofParliamentfromPratapgarh,andan
educationalvisionaryofmodernUttarPradesh.Hereisa
manwhoemergedfromavillageinIndiacarryingadream
largeenoughtotransformaregion.Tensofthousandsofstu-
dentsnowpassannuallythroughinstitutionsshapedbyhis
vision.Entiregenerationshavebeengivenopportunitybe-
causeonevillagerdaredtoimaginebeyondcircumstance.
Therearepeoplewhoinheritprivilege.Therearepeoplewho
createpossibility.Singhbelongsfirmlytothelattercategory.
Andyetwhatstayedwithmewasnotmerelythescaleofhis
achievementbutthespiritofhistable.
Thefinestarbi Ihaveeateninyears.Alaukikaraitaof

suchdelicacyanddepththat itcouldhavebeenservedin
anygranddiningroomintheworld.Simplefood.Soulful
food.Lucknowfood.Becausehere,elegance isnotdepend-
entuponextravagance.Graceneedsnogilding.

ThentherewasVijayMishra.
Howdoesonedescribeamanwho
movesthroughlanguagestheway
greatmusiciansmovethrough
ragas?Onemomentheisquoting
ShelleyandShakespeare in impec-
cableEnglish,andthenextheis in-
vokingGhalib,Zauq,andcenturies
ofUrduwisdom.Moments later,he
issingingbhajanscomposedinde-
votiontoMaaSharda.Notperform-
ing.Notshowingoff.Simplybeing.
Hismindisameetingplace.His
conversationisacrossroads.During
adrivethroughLucknow,I realisedI
wasnotmerelytravellingthrougha
city. Iwastravellingthrough
centuriesofaccumulatedwisdom.

AsIdepartedfor theairport,Vijaysentmeapoem.“Aastha
vishwaspushpithorahahai,Premkaaakashsurabhitho
rahahai.”Faithandtrustarebloomingintoflower.Thesky
of love is fillingwithfragrance.
Ihaverarelyencounteredamorebeautifuldescription

ofLucknowitself.Becausethiscitybloomswhereothers
harden, itperfumeswhereotherspolariseandit inviteshere
others isolate.
I stayedatSaraca, theheritagehotelonceknownas

Lebua,ownedbymyfriendAbdullah,asonofLucknow
whose impeccabletastereflects therefinementof thecity
itself.AtAazrak,ChefMohsinservesAwadhicuisinethat
deserves internationalacclaim.Everymeal felt likemem-
oryplatedwithprecision.Everydishfelt likehistorytrans-
latedintoflavour.Yetwhatmovedmemostwas learning
thatChefMohsindescendsfromalineageofcooks,who
preparedfoodfor thecourtsofNawabWajidAliShah.One
tastes thathistory.Onefeels it.Thefoodarrivescarrying
centuries.
Butwhat fascinatesmeis thatLucknow’sgreatness is

notconfinedtoroyalkitchens. Itsgeniusresidesequally in
familyhomes. Invegetariantables. Inhumblerecipes. In
everydayhospitality.Becausefoodhere isnot
simplynourishment. It isphilosophy. It isdiplomacy. It
ismemory.
It is lovemadeedible.Perhaps, that iswhyUNESCOrec-

ognisedLucknowasaCreativeCityofGastronomy.The
honour isnotreallyaboutrecipes. It isaboutrelationships.
Thecuisinereflects theculturethatcreatedit.And
Lucknow’scultureremainsoneof thefinestargumentsever
madeforcoexistence.
Today, theworldfinds itself standingatacrossroads.

Everywherethere isnoise.Everywherethere issuspicion.
Inanageofwalls,Lucknowremainsadoor. Inanageof
noise, it remainsasong. Inanageofdivision, it remainsa
prayer.Andwhatamagnificentprayer it is.

Before religion, before language, before
caste, before politics, Lucknowknew there
washumanity

everywherecanbelucknow
Inanageofnoise, thecity remainsasong
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AnusreeKC

ANEWLY-MARRIEDcoupleareat their re-
ception.Inthebackgroundarefloraldecora-
tions and guestsmilling about. Someone
steers them toward aneasel theyhavenot
noticedallnight.“Ohmygod”,thebridesays;
the groom laughs.He is at a loss forwords.
Ontheeaselisapaintingofthem,mid-phe-
ras.
Anartisthasbeenworkingonitalleven-

ing, observing thewedding ceremony, the
guests, the family, the couple.Through the
auntiesrearrangingtheflowercentrepieces,
through the uncles whowandered over,
squintedatthehalf-finishedcanvasandan-
nounced, “I think the nose is a little off”,
through the childrenwho came inwaves.
Theartiststoodthroughallofit,brushmov-
ing, unbothered, coaxing two faces out of
whitecanvas.
Liveweddingpainting is slowlybecom-

ingoneofthemostsought-afteradditionsat
Indianweddings.Beforefindingitswaytoa
mandaporabeachvenue,itwasanalready
doingtheroundsintheUS, theUKandEu-
rope.ItarrivedinIndiathewaymosttrends
donow:throughInstagram.
Smriti Goswami, a 29-year-old self-

taught artist based inGoa, stumbledupon
videosfrominternationalweddingmarkets
during thepandemic. Shedidher first live
weddingpaintingforherbestfriendin2023,
for free, andused the footage to build her
brand,Art bySimmo.That reel reached29
millionviewsonInstagram.Inherfirstyear,
shewasbookedforsevenweddings.

But getting therewasnot simple. “Live
weddingpaintingisachallenge.Youhaveto
complete the work in four or five hours,
which normally takes three to four days.
Therearepeopleconstantlytalkingaround
youandyouhavetoindulgethem.Youcan-
notwork in isolation,” saysGoswami. Such
skill,shesays,needspractice.
Aashi Jain learned it thehardway.The

28-year-oldFineArts graduate fromDelhi
CollegeofArt,soonrealisedthatdiscolight-
ingisapainter’snightmare,thatacrylicdries
faster onhumidnights and randomguests
will insist you paint them too. She now
carries her own lights and inwinter, she
bringsahairdryer.

This trend is finding its way even in
smaller towns.AnimesshSaorav fromHa-
zaribagh,Jharkhand,sayshisfirstlivewed-
dingwasaswirlofpanic.But fouryearson,
he’smastered theart of improvisation. “It’s
notforpeoplewhohavejuststartedtheirca-
reerinart,”saysthe30-year-old.
But everywhere the process follows a

similar pattern. Artists arrive two to three
hoursearlier,theypaintabackgroundonthe
canvasandwait forthemoment.Often, the
moment to be painted is decided before-
hand.Itcouldbethefirstdance,exchanging
thegarlandsorthepheras.Theyphotograph
themomentandthenstartpainting.Acrylic
is used as it dries faster and because the
paintinghastobedeliveredthesamenight.
Some couples even request to add their
familymembers, bothdeceasedandalive,
or their pets to the portrait. These artists
chargeanywhereupwardsofRs1lakh.
But caricaturists atweddingsoperate at

a completelydifferentpace. Suraj Shah, 27,
who is finishinghisBFAatDelhiCollegeof
Art, can illustrate a couple in 10minutes, a
solo portrait in five and 30 faces in three
hours.It’saboutreadingtheroom,saysSha-

shankMishra, 23, a caricature artist from
Lucknow. “While talking, I visualise things
andmakethecartoonaccordingly.Likede-
picting thewife as someonedominant, so
whentheyseeit,theyunderstandtheunder-
lyingdynamics.”
Varsha Nair and her husband Vivek

Wagh,both35,startedoutwithcommission
paintings. “We started speed painting to
understandwhether this is something that
canbedonewithinatimeframe,”Varshare-
calls. Theduohasalsoworked for celebrity
weddings, including actor and influencer
PrajaktaKoliandactorKeerthySuresh.
The game is in the surprise, the unex-

pected,thehumour,thereadingbetweenthe
brush strokes. Bengaluru-based Ahana
Kumar,whogotmarried inDecember last
yearsays.“Photosareoneverybody’sphone.
I justwanted something that captured the
momentmore beautifully.”Her advice to
anyoneconsideringitis,“Don’tbargainwith
them.Youcan’t put avalueon theamount
of effort they put in.” If uncertainty is the
truthaboutmarriage, livepaintingsputthe
creative spin to thebeginning of thiswalk
downtheaisle.

lifeincolour
(Clockwise from
above)Awedding
portraitbyAashi
Jain; acouplewith
their caricature
drawnbySuraj
Shah; livewedding
artistsVarshaNair
andherhusband
VivekWagh

HeenaKhandelwal

WALK INTO any bar in
Mumbai,DelhiorBenga-
luruonaFridaynightand
you will find twenty-
somethingsnursingaPa-

lomaor Picante, debating theprovenance
ofasinglemalt,listeningintentlyasthebar-
tenderexplainswhereaparticular ingredi-
enthasbeensourcedfromorhowthecock-
tailwas clarified. Theyarenot, contrary to
a persistent global narrative, abstaining.
Theyaredrinking,justnotthewaytheirpar-
entsdid.
“People are definitely drinking. If any-

thing,theyaredrinkingbetter.Theyarenot
drinking to get drunk anymore. There’s a
shift towardsmoderation and responsibil-
ity,”saysRiyaazAmlani,managingdirector,
Impresario Entertainment Hospitality,
whose restaurants and bars cater exten-
sivelytoyoungerconsumers.
The idea that an entire generationhas

turned its back on alcohol has been circu-
lating in internationalmedia for several
yearsnowandmore recently in India, bol-
steredbystudiesintheWestcombinedwith
the rising health consciousness and the
popularity of sober-curious lifestyles. But
thedata,evenglobally, ismorenuanced.
According to IWSR’s Bevtrac survey,

which trackedmore than 26,000 people
across15globalmarkets,includingIndia,al-
coholparticipationamongGenZrosefrom
60per cent inApril 2023 to 70per cent in
March2025.InIndia,theexpertspointout,
the story is ‘how’ they drink, and not
‘whether’ theydrink.
PoojaBhatia,aPRprofessionalinMum-

bai, sayswhen she started drinking itwas
Jägermeisterbombsandtequilashots.“But
nowIlikePaloma,Picanteortequilaonthe
rocks,” she says. She drinks two or three
timesaweek,thoughshe’sbeentryingtocut
backtoonce.Thereason?“Ihatehangovers.
I hatemyproductivity taking a dip. It dis-
ruptsmyhealthgoals,”saysBhatia,adding
“AndifIamspendingRs1,500onadrink,it
shouldhave a story, good ingredients and
top-notchliquor.”
NikhilAgarwal,47,oneofIndia’sleading

experts onwine and spirits, who is also in
thebusiness of their imports, haswatched
thisshiftwithbothprofessionalinterestand
a certain generational perspective. “Wine
hasbecomeaverypopularcategoryamong
GenZ. Inwhite spirits, tequila andgin are
clearly leading. People are happy to pay
Rs 7,000-Rs 9,000 for a bottle of tequila,
aroundRs 1,000 for a cocktail, upwards of
Rs2,000forabottleofwine,”saysAgarwal,
who is bullish about the growthof the seg-
ment inIndiaforgoodreason.“Evenif just
3per centof India’spopulation is consum-
ingpremiumalcohol,that’sroughly43mil-
lionpeople. That’smore than the popula-
tionofAustralia,”headds.
The Indiamarket, bymost accounts, is

wheretheglobalspiritsindustryisnowpin-
ning considerablehope, andwhich iswhy
weseenewlaunches,fromgloballeadersas
well as by emerging names within the
country. “India remains the onlymarket
withallthreeindicators—consumersenti-
ment, recalled volumeand recalled spend
— in positive territory, as upper-middle-
class consumers continue to drink and
spendmore,” an IWSR report quoted Ri-
chardHalstead,COOConsumerInsights.
Diageo,whichacquiredUnitedSpiritsin

2013,todayoperatesoneofthelargestport-
foliosinthecountry.Theyhave100million
new legal drinking age (LDA) consumers
addedeveryyear.
“Indiarepresentsauniquecombination

tequilA
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companiessee
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While global surveys suggestsGenZ is drinking less, in
India theyarenot anti-alcohol, theyareanti-excess

ofscaleandlong-termopportunity.That is
whywe often describe it as the consumer
market of the next decade,” says Ruchira
Jaitly,chiefmarketingofficer,DiageoIndia,
pointingtoastructuralshiftinthenatureof
thatgrowth. “Themost important shiftwe
haveseenisthemovefromapurelyvolume-
ledtoavalueandexperience-ledmodel.”
For SatyavarapuNikitha, a brandmar-

ketingprofessionalinher20s,fromBenga-
luru, her first drinkwas a cocktail. Today,
shedrinksaboutonceamonth.“WhenIgo
out,Iliketotrynewcocktails,butitisusually
justasiportwo,”shesays.Herfriends,who
all areGenZ, “likegettingagoodhigh, but

notpassingout.That isnotthegoal.”
It is a phrase youhearwith remarkable

consistencyacrossthisgeneration.ForChi-
rag Kajale, who runs a creator agency in
Mumbai, drinking iswoven into the social
fabricofhisweekbutnot inawayprevious
generationswouldrecognise.
“MyfriendsandIhavearitual:Wemeet

everyMonday,drinkandjusttalk.”Ondays
whenhe andhis friendswant to step out,
theygravitatetowardtapbars likeDoolally
Taproom.Forhim,thepointisconnection,
notconsumption. “Alcohol isagreat social
agent,itopensdoors.I’vebuiltsomemean-
ingful relationships over drinks and those

connections have helped me profes-
sionally.”
RakshayDhariwal,founderandmanag-

ingdirectorofMayaPistolaAgavepuraand
PCO, pushes back on the idea that global
trendstranslateneatlytoIndia.“GenZisfar
moreexperimental.Formillennials,drink-
ingwas often the defaultway to socialise.
ButGenZdoalotmore.Theywillmeet for
coffee,playsports likepickleball,orgoout.
Drinking is just one part of a larger social
mix.”
DebashishShyam,co-founderofArdent

Alcobev, which produces the singlemalt
DramBell, identifies the samedistinction
withaphrase thatneatlycaptures thegen-
eration’s ethos: “They’re not anti-alcohol.
They’reanti-excess.”
Theformatofdrinkinghasalsoshifted.

SaksheeBhatia, 24, apublicist inMumbai,
prefersginlikeSectorHibiscus&Peachora
blacklabelwhiskeyifdrinkingwithfamily.
Evenwith friends, she prefers drinks at

home than out. “It
feels safer, no one
has toworry about
driving, and every-
one’s in one place,”
she says, adding
that the narrative
around her gener-
ation amuses her a
bit. “I find it funny
when people say
GenZisn’tdrinking.
I do know people
whodon’tdrink,but
I also know plenty
who definitely do
andareholding the
fort for the rest of
us,”shesays.
Meanwhile,

Sreehari TK, 25, a
data analyst from

Kerala who started onwhisky in college,
has consciously pulled back. “I am focus-
ingonbuildingagoodphysique.Igotothe
gymand follow adiet,” says TK,whonow
drinks once or twice amonth.His story is
heldupby thosewhoargueGenZ ismod-
erating,andheis.Butevenhisbenchmark
hasquietlyrisen:hispreferreddrinkisSig-
nature Rare AgedWhisky on casual days,
and for a special occasion, he’ll go up to a
JackDaniel’s.
Agarwalcredits the infrastructure that

has grown up around them— the craft
cocktail bar, the wine list, the bartender
whoexplainshis ingredients—for funda-
mentally changingwhat drinkingmeans
for thiscohort. “Peopleareonlynowstart-
ingtoexplorewineandcocktails.Andthis
isn’t limited to metros — step outside
Mumbai andDelhi, and you’ll see young
people in cities like Nagpur going out
forcocktails.”
Dhariwalalsopointstoaclearshiftinbe-

haviour.“Earlier,you’dplaydrinkinggames
and finish drinks quickly. Today, they’d
ratherstaytipsy,pacethemselves,andpro-
long the experience. Youmight even see
higheroverallconsumptionacrossaneven-
ing,butthroughlowalcoholcocktailsrather
thanquick,strongdrinks.”
Pooja Bhatia — spending Rs 4,000-

5,000onthreecocktailsinasingleevening,
carrying Liquid IV party electrolytes to a
concert in case shewants energywithout
the alcohol, heading to Bare or Bombay
Canteen rather than a club because the
music inclubsmakesherdrinkmore than
shewants to— is the clearest portrait of
whatthisshift lookslikefromtheinside.
She isnotdrinking less. She isdrinking

onherownterms.
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Liveartists arenow findingaplaceatweddings todocument
the oddities andnovelties of themoment
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