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IRAN DEMANDS ISRAEL WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON AS CONDITION FOR REGIONAL CEASEFIRE

US attacks Iranian sites after
Tehran strikes Gulf neighbours

Trump: Tehran
haslessthan22%
of its missiles left

Reuters
Dubai, Washington, June 6

USFORCES sstruckIranian coas-
tal radar sites on Saturday after
shootingdown droneslaunched
by Iran toward the Strait of Hor-
muz, the US military said, in the
latest escalation complicating ef-
fortstoend the war between the
two countries.

The US military believes the
fourIranian drones were target-
ing regional maritime traffic, a
US official told Reuters. US Cen-
tral Commandsaid on X thatthe
US then struck Iran’s surveil-
lance sites in Goruk and Qeshm
Island, which are both on the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran’s foreign ministry said
the US action broke an April 8
ceasefire, adding that repeated
such violations showed Wash-
ington had no intention of re-
ducing tensions. It warned that
the United States would bear re-
sponsibility for the conse-
quences of its “illegal actions”
and any further escalation.

Iran's Revolutionary Guard
Corps said it had attacked US
bases in Kuwait and Bahrain in
retaliation for US strikes and
fired at four tankers trying to
cross the strait without its per-
mission. Kuwaits army said on
Saturday it engaged seven bal-
listic missiles that entered the

Israeli troops gather on the border with Lebanon in northern Israel, on Saturday. ap

country's airspace early in the
morning and passed over sev-
eral residential areas, resulting
in the fall of some debris. The
army added that the Iranian at-
tack caused material damage
but no casualties. In Bahrain
sirens sounded and residents
were urged to seek shelter.

Kuwait and Bahrain con-
demned thestrikes. Kuwait’s for-
eign ministry described Iranian
attacks, including the latest one
onSaturday, as “blatant” aggres-
sion that threatened citizens,
residents, and regional security,
aministry statement said.

Iran later said it had hit US
basesinboth countries with bal-
listic missilesbut the US military
said six missiles were inter-
cepted and a seventh did not
reach its target.

Iranian state media reported
Mohsin Naqvi, the interior min-

ister of Pakistan, which has
been mediating an end to the
conflict, was on his way to
Tehran on Saturday. A Pakistani
source said Naqvi would carry a
message from Pakistan to the
Iranian Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei.

USPresident Donald Trump
is facing mounting domestic
political pressure due to rising
gaspricestobringthe unpopular
war to an end. He told NBC that
while most of Iran's drone and
missile manufacturing facilities
had been destroyed.

“They have some missiles,
they have some drones. Iwould
say percentage wise, maybe 21%-
22% of their missiles. It's a lot of
missiles, but it's not what it was
when we first attacked,” Trump
told NBC News. When asked
why Iran'sleaders were not more
inclined to strike a deal, if they

are as desperate as he has por-
trayed them, Trump said: “Be-
cause they are strong. They're
proud. There are things they
never thought they’d be doing
that they're going to have to do,
they've got no choice, and it
takesalittle while.”

Mohsen Rezaei, an adviserto
Iran’ssupremeleader, told CNN
on Friday that a peace deal
hinged on the Trump adminis-
tration unfreezing $24 billion in
Iranian assets, and warned that
the US would “enter into a dark
corridor” if it resumed attacks.

Iran hasmade a ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah a
condition for any peace deal
with Washington. Hezbollah
leader Naim Qassem this week
rejected a US-brokered pact be-
tween Israel and the Lebanese
government to halt the fighting
in Lebanon.

Lebanese army
officersamong
9killedinlsraeli
strikes despite
ceasefiredeal

Associated Press
Beirut, June 6

ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES on
southern Lebanon on Saturday
killed nine people including
three members of the Lebanese
military, the Lebanese army
and state media said, days after
the two sides reached a new
ceasefire deal.

Anairstrikeonavehicleona
road linking the city of Naba-
tiyeh with the town of Marjay-
oun Kkilled a brigadier general, a
captain and another soldier, the
army said, withoutimmediately
releasing their names. Another
airstrike on the southern village
of Saksakiyah killed six people
and wounded four, state-run
National News Agency said.

“The continued, deliberate,
and repeated Israeli aggression
against Lebanon, its people and
its army only strengthens our
resolve, faith and determina-
tion,” the army said.

Itsaid Israel’sattacks aim to
thwart all efforts “to reach asol-
ution that would restore stabil-
ity, establish a comprehensive
ceasefire and lead to the Israeli
withdrawal from the occupied
Lebanese territories.”

Ukraine strikes St Petersburg
again after Putin rejects talks

Associated Press
St Petersburg, June 6

RESIDENTS OF St Petersburg
were told not to leave their
homes after a large-scale
Ukrainian drone attack tar-
geted Russia’s second-largest
city Saturday morning, under-
scoring Kyiv’s growing ability
to hit deep inside Russia.

The attack came a day after
Russian President Vladimir
Putin refused an offer to meet
his Ukrainian counterpart.

St Petersburg Governor
Alexander Beglov said three
people sustained minor in-
juries in the attack. He advised
residents not to go outside and
warned of possible disruptions
to mobile internet service,
while regional Governor Alex-
ander Drozdenko said 141
drones were shotdown over the
surrounding Leningrad region
inwhat he called an “unpreced-
ented attack.”

Russia’s Defense Ministry
said its air defenses shot down
376 Ukrainian drones.

“Last night, our drones
covered a distance of about
1,000 kilometers to the St. Pe-
tersburg region — tothe enemy
navy’s arsenals and a base in
Kronstadt,” Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
wrote on X, adding that drones
also hit an oil depot in Russia’s
southern Krasnodar region.

The renewed attack on St.
Petersburg is the latest embar-
rassing blow to Putin’s efforts to
cast the conflict as a distant
event that doesn’t affect Rus-
sian daily life.

AUkrainian dronestrike set
ablaze an oil terminal in the city
and hit a nearby naval base

Asoldier reacts as an MRLS BM-21“Grad” fires at Russian positions
near Kostiantynivka, Donestk region, Ukarine. ap

Wednesday, hours before the
opening of the St. Petersburg
International Economic
Forum, Putin’s annual show-
case for investment.

Speakingat the forum, Putin
said Thursday that Russia will
strengthen its air defenses to
counter recent Ukrainian drone
attacks, which have reached
deepinside his country and cast
a cloud over the event in his
hometown of St Petersburg,.

Putin on Friday rejected a
proposal by Zelenskyy for a
face-to-face meeting on the 4-
year-old conflict, saying he sees
“no point” in it. Thursday’s
letter, the first public message
Zelenskyy has written directly
to Putin since Russia sent
troops into Ukraine in 2022,
was a sweeping critique of the
Russian leader’s 26 years in
power, as well as some taunts
about his age.

Responding to Putin’s dis-
missal of the proposed meet-
ing, Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Andrii Sybiha said

EXPLAINED

Kyiv strikes deeper
into Moscow

The strikes show Ukraine
can hit deep inside Russia,
embarrassing Putin and
disrupting hisimage of
distance from the war.
Moscow’s refusal to meet
Zelenskyy suggests no
diplomacy soon, while
bothsideslean harderon
long-range attacks and air
defensesin coming months.

Saturday that things would
“only get worse for Russia.”

“Failures will get more hu-
miliating,” he wrote on X, warn-
ing that there are “no safe
places in Russia that can be
exempt” from Ukrainian long-
range attacks, and that the in-
tensity of attacks “will continue
to grow.”

In Spain, Pope urges leaders toease lelSlOIlS pursue peace

Reuters
Madlrid, June 6

POPE LEO on Saturday urged
global leaders to avoid dividing
their electorates with “sterile
simplifications” togain popular-
ity and called on them to listen
to the world's cries for peace, in
a forceful speech opening a
week-long tour of Spain.

Leo, who has angered US
President Donald Trump by
criticising his anti-immigration
policies and the Iran war, will
meet homeless people in Mad-
rid and migrants in the Canary
Islands during a visit he has
said he hopes will set an

example to the world about re-
specting “every human being.”
“Today, the temptation to
gain popularity by fanning the
flames of polarization seems to
have grown rather than dimin-
ished, and human dignity con-
tinues to be violated,” Leo said
inaspeech before King Felipe VI
atthe Royal Palace in Madrid.
“I invite everyone to set
aside the divisive and polariz-
ing narratives of your societal
reality and history, soasto over-
come sterile simplifications
through the fruitful appreci-
ation of complexity,” he added.
Technology was partly to
blame for creating an environ-

Pope Leo XIV meets Spain’s King Felipe VI, Queen Letizia, Princess
Leonor and Infanta Sofia at Madrid’s Royal Palace on Saturday. Reuters

ment which magnifies preju-
dices and weakens critical
thinking, Leo said. The world

was crying “from its depths for
peace,” he said.
He drew on Spain's history

as an example of peaceful co-
habitation between religions
and cultures, making reference
tohow Christians, Muslims and
Jews cooperated during medi-
eval times to enhance human
knowledge by translating
Arabic textsinto Latin, Spanish
and Hebrew at the School of
Translators in Toledo.

“Your own history suggests
thata culture of encounter, not
confrontation, is what fosters
stability and prosperity. In real-
ity, the message of peace, which
atpresent unfortunately strikes
some as naive and others as
confrontational, is welcomed
by those who donotshut them-

selves offin preconceived ideo-
logies, but are rather open to
the truth,” he said.

Thousands lined the streets
of central Madrid, some waving
Vatican and Spanish flags under
clear spring skies, as Leo toured
in an open-air popemobile.
Huge gatheringsare expected in
the comingdays for the first visit
to Spain by a pope since 2011.

During his June 6-12 trip,
the first US head of the Catholic
Church will also inaugurate a
new tower in Barcelona's
famed Sagrada Familia basilica
and will meet survivors of sex-
ual abuse by Catholic clergy,
the Vatican said.

Taiwan: Chinese coast guard,
research ships spotted near
key South China Seaislands

Reuters
Taipei, June 6

TATWAN SAID on Saturday that
a Chinese coast guard ship and
asurvey ship had carried out
the first coordinated operation
to “provoke” Taiwan, in waters
around strategically located is-
lands in the South China Sea.
The Taiwan-controlled Pra-
tas Islands, a national park to-
ward the northern end of the
South China Sea and lightly de-
fended by the coast guard, have
emerged asanew pressure point
in China's ongoing military and
quasi-military ~ operations
around Taiwaninanefforttoas-
sert Beijing's sovereignty claims.

The islands between south-
ern Taiwan and Hong Kong are
seen by some security experts
asvulnerable to Chinese attack
duetotheirdistance, more than
400 km, from Taiwan island.

Taiwan’s coast guard said in
astatement that along with a
Chinese coast guard ship that
had approached the Pratas on
Friday, a Chinese oceanographic
survey vessel approached theis-
lands on Saturday.

“Thisisthe first observed in-
stance of Chinese coast guard
and survey vessels acting in co-
ordination to provoke Taiwan,”
it said. China’s Taiwan Affairs
Office did not immediately re-
spond toarequest forcomment.

US adds $38 mn for Ebolaas CDC
warns outbreak could match 2014

Reuters
Washington, June 6

THE UNITED States said on
Friday it would provide an ad-
ditional $38 million for Ebola
response efforts, as the CDC
warned that without strong
public health interventions
the outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo could
match or surpass the 2014-
2016 West Africa crisis.

The additional funds bring
the total committed by the US
tomore than $200 million in di-
rect funding, the State Depart-
ment said in a statement.

The department, which did
not detail howthe money would
be spent, said it was working
closely with the US Centers for

A health worker disinfects
anambulance at the
Mongbwalu treatment

in Congo on Saturday. ap

Disease Control and Prevention,
as well as the DRC and Uganda
to “mount a rapid and compre-
hensive response” to the out-
break. The CDC published
three official scientific reports

on the outbreak on Friday, in
part to marshal resources
across the international com-
munity, said Dr. Satish Pillai,
the incident manager for the
agency's Ebola response.

The documents are the first
such reports to be published
since the World Health Organ-
ization declared an emergency
of international concern on May
17 over the Bundibugyo strain of
Ebola, for which there is no ap-
proved vaccine or treatment.

CDC model scenarios show
that without strong public
health interventions, the out-
break of the Bundibugyo strain
of Ebola in the DRC could be-
come as large as, or even larger
than, the 2014-2016 West Africa
outbreak, the agency said.

N Korea unveils
new warship
ahead of Xi visit

Seoul: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un observed sea trials of a
new warship repaired after a
failed launch last year and
vowed to accelerate efforts to
build a nuclear-armed navy,
state media said Saturday,
showcasing his expanding mili-
tary capabilities ahead of a visit
by Chinese leader Xi Jinping.
North Korea’s official
Korean Central News Agency
said Kim visited the 5,000-ton
destroyer Kang Kon on Thurs-
day as it underwent capability
tests. Photos released by the
agency showed him accompa-
nied by his teenage daughter,
whom South Korean officials
say may be named as his suc-
Cessor. AP

*BRIEFLY

Protesters gather outside a vote-counting centre in Seoul, after
ballot shortages disrupted voting on Saturday. rReuters

SOUTH KOREA

Thousands rally for election
rerun after ballot shortage

MORE THAN 6,000 people protested on Friday nightata
vote-counting centre in Seoul, demanding this week’s local
elections be repeated after ashortage of ballots prevented
some people from voting, the Yonhap news agency
reported.The crowd gathered at the SK Olympic Handball
Stadium, where votes were counted from Wednesday's
elections to pick mayors, provincial governors, county of-
ficers and members of local assemblies, Reuters witnesses
said. People chanted and held up placards with the slogan

"Electionre-run!", along with national flags. REUTERS
NEW ZEALAND PAKISTAN

US approves Security forces
$1.5bn maritime Kkill 2 terrorists
helicopterdeal  in KPK province

THE US approved the $1.5
billion sale of five Seahawk
maritime helicopters to
New Zealand. “The US De-
partment of State has made
adetermination approving
apossible Foreign Military
Sale to the Government of
New Zealand for MH-60R
Multi-Mission Helicopters
and,” departmentsaid. AP

SECURITY FORCESKilled
two terrorists during an op-
eration in northwest Pakis-
tan on Saturday, officials
said. Accordingto the offi-
cials, the operation was
based onthe reports about
the presence of terrorists in
the Akakhel, Madakhel, and
Parakhel areas of Bara tehsil
in Khyber district. PTI

e CHINA'S HUMANOID ROBOT MAKERS SAY THEY HAVE THOUSANDS OF ORDERS, BUT EXPERTS WARN DEMAND STILL TRAILS THE COUNTRY’S PRODUCTION CAPACITY

China can build humanoids at scale; the hard partis finding enough buyers

ChanHo-Him
Hong Kong, June 6

CHINESE-MADE humanoid
robots are making waves with
their ability to do backflips, di-
rect traffic, and even make cof-
fee as the companies develop-
ing them seek ways to expand
and dominate the market.

Robot makers in China say
they have thousands of orders
from both the government and
private businesses for huma-
noidsthat can dosuch thingsas
sort parcels at postal centers, as
the country finds ways to cope
with an aging population and
rising labor costs.

However, some experts be-
lieve demand for humanoids

lags the capacity tobuild them.

Chinaand the United States
dominate research for what
Morgan Stanley estimates is a
$5 trillion humanoid robots
market. By some measures, the
US holds an upper hand in de-
veloping the artificial intelli-
gence for such robots’ high-
level computing power, or
“brains.” Butas the world’s fac-
tory floor, China leads in mass
production capacity, supplies
of hardware and harvesting of
data for training robots.

The Shanghai-based star-
tup Matrix Robotics makes hu-
manoid robots that employ AlL
Its flagship humanoid robot,
the “MATRIX-3,” stands nearly
5.6 feet (1.7 meters) tall and is

equipped with hands able to
make finely controlled move-
ments. They are priced at
around $99,000 per unit.

Customers for the roughly
1,000 orders it has received in-
clude coffee chains and hotels,
its founder and CEO Allan
Zhang, who formerly worked
for Tesla, said at a recent ro-
botics expo in Macao.

So far, Matrix has made only
a few hundred of the robots,
though it said it will be capable
of delivering 5,000 units within
this year, depending on the
number of orders.

EngineAl, astartup based in
southern China’s Shenzhen,
saysits full-sized humanoid ro-
bots could be used as security

Workers assemble a robot at the LY iTech Beijing Super Factory in
the Beijing E-Town on the outskirts of the city. FiLe

guards and museum guides.
They also perform, with danc-
ing and boxing.

A basic edition of its huma-
noid costs 180,000 yuan
($26,600). “The next step will be

tomove into more real-life scen-
arios,” said Issac Li, EngineAI's
head of brand and marketing.
Most humanoid robots are
still performative rather than
functional, falling short of
working in messy, unpredict-
able environments, said Samm
Sacks, a senior fellow at the
New America think tank fo-
cused on Chinese technology.
“The use cases of these ro-
bots are still so limited,” said
Chibo Tang of the venture capi-
tal firm Gobi Partners, whichin-
vests in technology startups in-
cluding robotics companies.
“Without the demand and with-
out that scale from the market,
these companies are not able to
really go into mass production.”

Kolkata

China had more than 140
humanoid robot manufacturers
and more than 330 models in
2025, according to the Ministry
of Industry and Information
Technology. Last year, the Chi-
nese government even publicly
warned about the risk of a
bubbleintheindustrygiventhe
lagging state of commercializa-
tion and applications.

Corporate and academic
labs are buying humanoid ro-
bots for research. And in China,
many of the more than 2 billion
yuan ($295 million) worth of
ordersin 2025 came from state-
owned enterprises for use in
places such as power plants,
data centers or for entertain-
ment, Morgan Stanley said.

“The economics are tough:
humanoid robots remain ex-
pensive to produce, fragile in
operation, and dependent on
highly structured environ-
ments to function,” Sacks ex-
plained. There’s “a long way to
gotogettoalevel of functional-
ity where people will actually
feel comfortable havingthemin
their homes providing care for
elderly or children,” she said.

The more viable commercial
path will morelikely be through
industrial and logistics settings,
Sackssaid. But many factoriesin
Chinaand elsewherealready are
equipped with non-humanoid
robotic arms that perform re-
petitive functions and may not
need humanoid robots. AP
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BUILD QUESTION BANK FOR NEET, JEEETC
Plan on NTA table:
Question setters may
not know which test
they are working for

Generate test from bank; goal: no one
individual has access to full paper

Ritika Chopra
Mumbai, New Delhi, June 6

WEEKS AFTER the NEET-UG
2026 paper leak exposed vulner-
abilities at the most confidential
stage of the examination pro-
cess, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) is working on a
fundamental redesign of how
question papers are created.
Key to this is delinking
paper-setting from specific
examinations altogether and
moving towards what officials
call a “zero-trust architecture,”
one where the system trusts
processes over individuals.
Under this proposal, now
under discussion within the gov-

FULL COVERAGE

=2

ernment for next year’s exam,
subject experts invited to frame
questionswould nolonger know
whether the questions they are
settingare meant for NEET, JEE
or any other examination con-
ducted by the NTA.

Instead, their questions
would be added to a large cen-
tral repository from which exam
papers would later be gener-
ated, significantly reducing the
number of individuals with
knowledge of the final paper.

The move follows the CBI’s
investigation into the NEET-
UG 2026 leak, which has so far
resulted in the arrest of 13
people, including translators

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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® CONGSILENT,ITS
ALLIES SUPPORT
CJP’SPROTEST

© HOW POLICE
ACCOMMODATED
PROTESTERS

SETS 7-DAY DEADLINE, THREATENS TO WIDEN PROTESTS ACROSS COUNTRY

Atfirstprotest, CJP calls

for Pradhan’s resig

Opp parties back
demand, BJP
chief says some
want to push
youth towards
‘negative politics’

Drishti Jain, Pragynesh,
Devansh Mittal, Alok Singh
& Jatin Anand

New Delhi, June 6

HUNDREDS OF students,
competitive exam aspirants
and supporters gathered at Jan-
tar Mantar in the Capital on Sat-
urday in a protest led by the
weeks-old online satirical plat-
form Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), demanding the resigna-
tion of Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
over alleged irregularitiesin na-
tional examinations.

The protest led by CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke, who
arrived from the United States
in the morning, drew a largely
young crowd and unfolded
under heavy security. While it
centred on the demand that
Pradhan step down, Dipke also
framed the agitation asa gener-
ational one, against the
“politics of fear” and “commu-
nal politics”.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CJPfounder Abhijeet Dipke with activist Sonam Wangchuk at Jantar Mantar, Saturday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Business as Usual
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OPINION PAGE 12
LETUSTALK ABOUT
EDUCATION

Minister isn’t running
away... he’s taken steps

tofix the problem: Rijiju

" IDEA
EXCHANGE

Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, June 6

CALLING THE demand for the
resignation of Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan over
the NEET leak and the CBSE
on-screen marking glitches
“political,” Union Parliamen-

lanexpress com
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Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju at the Idea
Exchange Friday. ReNukA PURI

tary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
said Friday that the Education
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs a meeting of the Economic
Advisory Council in New Delhi, Saturday. pri

Sense in PM-EAC
meeting: Moves to
attract foreign funds
can get $70 billion

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, June 6

THE STEPS taken by the gov-
ernment and the Reserve Bank
of India on Friday are likely to
attract around $70 billion in
foreign funds, according to the
discussions at the meeting of
the Economic Advisory Coun-
cil chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday.

While the Ministry of Fi-
nance did away with the taxon
long-term and short-term capi-
tal gains as well as the with-
holding tax on investment by
FIIs in government bonds, the
RBI made it easier for banks to
mobilise foreign deposits and
for PSUs to raise external com-
mercial borrowings.

The inflow of a sizable por-

tion of foreign funds is contin-
genton the inclusion of govern-
ment bonds in the Bloomberg
Global Aggregate Bond Index.
This is crucial to attracting
passive investment flows; sev-
eral global funds track the
weight a certain country hasin
these bond indices, and invest
accordingly. The inflows into
the government debt market
helpslower the interest paid by
the Centre on its borrowings.
After the meeting, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
chaired the meeting said on so-
cial media platform X, “Delib-
erated on awide range of issues
relating to India’s economic
transformation and long-term
development priorities. Also
shared perspectives on adding
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happening
today

®LADAKHL-G VKSAXENA will
travel to Mongolia toaccom-
pany the relics of two disciples
of Lord Buddha from Ulaanbaa-
tar to New Delhi. The relics

were transferred to Mongolia
on May 30 for a10-day public
exposition.

®FRENCHPRESIDENT Emma-
nuel Macron, British PM Keir
Starmer and German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz will hold talks
with Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy in London.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

NATION

INDIA AND NEPAL
VOW TO TAKE
BILATERAL TIES TO
NEW HEIGHTS Pps8

VERIFY NATIONALITY
OF 2,860 PEOPLE FOR
THEIR DEPORTATION:
DELHITODHAKA pr7

Cracks widen in Opp INDIA bloc,
CPI(M),JMM call out Cong moves

ManojCG
New Delhi, June 6

DAYS AFTER the DMK an-
nounced that it will skip a Con-
gress-convened meeting of the
INDIA bloc scheduled for June
8, fresh rifts have surfaced in
the Opposition alliance, with
the CPI(M) and the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) convey-
ing their displeasure to the
Congress leadership over its

Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren
with Congress leaders Bhupesh

the Congress for “unilaterally”
announcing a candidate for
one of the two Rajya Sabha
seats bound for elections from
Jharkhand, the CPI(M) has con-
veyed its strong displeasure
over attacks on former Kerala
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan
by Congress leaders, including
Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
inthe Lok SabhaRahul Gandhi,
during their campaigns in the
recently concluded Assembly

style of functioning,. Baghel and Ajay Sharmain elections.
Whilethe JMMisupsetwith ~ Ranchi, Saturday. pri »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
PROJECT GLASSWING

Key cybersecurity agencies set to
get access to Anthropic’s Mythos

Discussions on to provide Al model EXPLAINED
tolargestIT services companies, too

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, June 6

US ARTIFICIAL intelligence
company Anthropic is extend-
ingaccesstoits closely guarded
cybersecurity initiative, Project
Glasswing, to a select set of or-
ganisations in India, including

keygovernmententities thatare
responsible for safeguarding cy-
bersecurity across sectors like
banking, telecom, and power,
ThelIndian Expresshaslearned.
Government agencies such

as the Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ordination Centre (I4C); Indian
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Firewalling systems
AImodel Mythos can detect
critical software vulnerabil-
ities. This matters for India
asitshieldsvitalinfrastruc-
ture like banking and powet,
even as Anthropicbattles
the US Pentagon over
boundaries of Al misuse.

o NOW IN CUSTODY, SWARUP BISWAS DOMINATED TOLLYWOOD’S ADMINISTRATIVE POWER STRUCTURE FOR YEARS

Curtains down on TMCleader pulling
all strings? Bengal film world thinks so

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, June 6

A STRUGGLING Tollywood
needs agood hit. Now, it doesn’t
have to look far for a script.

In the series of twists that
have followed the West Bengal
Assembly election

wielding “bans” as his weapon.

Biswas’s Facebook bio
simply says “politician”, the
one-word descriptor telling as
much as it conceals about the
clout enjoyed by the 51-year-old
who never held any official
position in the TMC but, for
years, sat at the top of

results, police Thurs- | PAGE1 . Tollywood’s admin-
day night swooped | anchor [ istative power
down on Trinamool "~ structure as the

Congtess leader Swarup Biswas,
the man who for the past dec-
ade has called the shots in the
state’s film industry, deciding
who gets work and who can’t,

President of the Federation of
Cine Technicians & Workers of
Eastern India (FCTWEI). After
the results, as the chorus of

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Swarup Biswas with TMC chief Mamata Banerjee. Biswas headed the
Federation of Cine Technicians & Workers of Eastern India. riLe
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Some countries preserve history. Some countries create the future. China has done both. Walk along the Great Wall built centuries ago
and stand amidst skylines that seem to belong to tomorrow. Experience a country where ancient heritage meets extraordinary
ambition. A country that has transformed itself at a pace that continues to amaze the world. And once you see it for yourself, you'll
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Graduation ceremony

Indian Military Academy Commandant Lt Gen Nagendra Singh
presents JNU degrees to cadets during the graduation ceremony
of the Army Cadet College Wing in Dehradun on Saturday. p1i

In Kerala, Metro
man Sreedharan’s
Rs 60,000-cr solar

rail plan gets going

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
June 6

TAKING FORWARD Metro
man E Sreedharan’s proposal
for a high-speed rail corridor,
the Congress government in
Kerala has constituted an ex-
pert panel to study the project’s
technical and financial feasibil-
ity, environmental impact,
socio-economic benefits and
implementation challenges.

Last week, Sreedharan sub-
mitted the DMRC’s interim re-
port for the Kerala high-speed
rail corridor between the state
capital Thiruvananthapuram
and Kannur in north Kerala.

The state government has
decided to take forward the
DMRC proposal after winding
up all steps related to the Sil-
verLine, or K-Rail, project of
the previous CPI(M) regime. K-
Rail had been fiercely opposed
by the Congress when it wasin
the opposition.

In February this year,
Sreedharan opened an office
for the project in his home-
town Ponnani in Malappuram
district, towards which the
previous CPI(M) regime had
remained tepid.

The order issued by the
transport department said the
DMRC interim report would be
examined by an expert com-
mittee comprising Transport
Secretary, J Vinayan (railways),
Dr C Veeramani (finance) and
Sreedhar Radhakrishnan (en-
vironment). The order, issued
on Friday, said the committee
should submit its recommen-
dations and remarks within
three weeks.

The proposed Kerala High-
Speed Rail (KHSR) is a 473.20-
km double line from Thiruvan-
anthapuram City (Poojapura) to
Kannur (Mundayad) with 23
stations. The line will be fully
elevated except for a 6.5-km

Govttotakeforward
DMRC proposal
afterwindingup

allstepsrelatedto

SilverLine, or K-Rail

— project of previous

CPI(M) regime

tunnel stretch in Thiruvanan-
thapuram city. It will connectall
Kerala airports except Kannur,
whichwill belinked through an
exclusive 10-km road. The pro-
posed travel time from Thiru-
vananthapuram to Kannur is 3
hours and 30 minutes.

Thereportsaid the system’s
energy requirements would be
met through a captive solar net-
work, which would also sell sur-
plus power to the Kerala State
Electricity Board (KSEB). Ifim-
plemented, it would become
theworld’s first green rail corri-
dor, the report said.

The project costis estimated
atRs 60,000 crore, of which Rs
36,000 crore will be met
through equity contributions
by the Centre and the statein a
51:49 ratio. The remaining Rs
24,000 crore is proposed to be
raised through crowdfunding.

Thereport said the HSR line
hasbeen proposed on standard
gauge because axle load can be
reduced to15 tonnes against 25
tonnes on broad gauge, sub-
stantially lowering investment
and operational costs. It added
thatall advanced countries use
standard gauge for high-speed
operations, making future up-
grades and innovations easier
toadoptand helping India keep
pace with global trends and
move towards self-sufficiency.

The interim report said the
trains would have a maximum
design speed of 200 kmph,
maximum operational speed of
180 kmph and average com-
mercial speed of 140 kmph.

Senior IPS officer’s wife
dies in elephant attack
at family’s coffee estate

Express News Service
Bengaluru, June 6

THE WIFE of a senior IPS of-
ficer was killed in an elephant
attack at the family’s coffee es-
tate in Karnataka’s Kodagu dis-
trict on Friday morning, bring-
ing renewed focus on the
continuing human-elephant
conflict in the region.

Officials said that the inci-
dent occurred between 10 am
and 10.15am near Konanakatte
village when Sandhya Achaya,
51, the wife of Sunil Achaya, had
gone to inspect work at the es-
tate near Titimati along with
the estate manager and driver.

A wild elephant reportedly
emerged unexpectedly and
charged at the group. While the
manager and driver managed to
escape, Sandhya was caught in
the attack and suffered severe
injuries. She was immediately
shifted to a nearby hospital but
succumbed to her injuries dur-
ing treatment, officials said.

“A case has been registered
and an inquiry has been initi-
ated into the incident. Forest
department officials are alsoin-
vestigating the circumstances
that led to the attack and the
movement of the elephant in
the area,” Bindu Mani, Kodagu
Superintendent of Police, said.

Following the incident, Kar-
nataka Chief Minister D K Shi-
vakumar made a phone call to
Sunil Achaya, whoisservingin

a senior position in Delhi, and
conveyed his condolences. De-
scribing the incident as deeply
tragic, Shivakumar expressed
solidarity with the bereaved
family and prayed for strength
tohelp them cope with the loss.

He also said that he had in-
structed authorities to take
necessary measures to prevent
further incidents involving
wild elephants in the region.

The latest fatality comes
amid a series of elephant at-
tacks reported from Kodagu
this year. In March, 55-year-old
Jalajakshi of Valnoor village in
Kodagu waskilled in awild ele-
phantattack near a forest-fringe
area. Thedistrict has witnessed
several such incidentsin recent
months, prompting protests by
residents and farmers and re-
newed calls for measures to
curb human-elephant conflict.

In response, the Forest De-
partment has undertaken a
range of mitigation measures,
including the installation of
rail barricades, construction of
elephant-proof trenches,
strengthening of solar fencing,
deployment of elephant task
force personnel, and efforts to
capture identified problem
elephants. However, residents
and plantation owners con-
tinue to express concern over
the frequent movement of ele-
phants into coffee estates and
human settlements bordering
forest areas.
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C_JP’s first protest

Addressing the crowd, Dipke
set a deadline. He said that if
Pradhan did not resign by 5 pm,
the CJPwould take its protest to
citiesacrossthe country through
the week, and return to Jantar
Mantar the following Saturday.

Atapressconferencelaterin
the day, CJPspokespersonssaid
Pradhan should either resign or
bedismissed within aweek, fail-
ingwhich the movementwould
“spread throughout the
country”. Pradhan has been
under fire for a series of recent
controversies, including theleak
of the NEET-UG questions and
the chaos and confusion over
the on-screen marking system
used in CBSE’s Class 12 exam.

“You can delete our post but
you cannoterase us,” Dipke said,
referring to the deletion of the
party’s X account — it was offi-
cially withheld in India on May
21 — which he framed as an at-
tempt to suppress the move-
ment.

He said his mother cried
moreon hisreturnthanwhenhe
had left for the US, as she feared
hewouldbearrested. “But thisis
not a fear that just my mother
has. In this country, if any stu-
dentoryouthspeakson politics,
speaksagainst this government,
their mother fears they will be
thrownbehindbars,” he alleged.

“How long will we live in
fear? Tell them, we are not
scared,” he said. “The youth of
the country will no longer fear,
they will fight,” he said.

The day began hours earlier
and several kilometres away, at
theIGI Airport. Dipke, who flew
in from the US, was met by sen-
ior police officers at Terminal 3
soon after clearingimmigration.

Rather than have him ap-
proach the Parliament Street po-
lice station —where permission
for a protest at Jantar Mantar is
normallysought 24 hoursinad-
vance — police facilitated the
clearanceinside theairportitself
to “avoid any chaos”, an official
said.

Dipke was handed a per-
mission letter allowing a single
day’s protest at Jantar Mantar,
between 10 am and 5 pm. He
emerged ataround 9:15am hold-
ing a copy of BR Ambedkar’s
My Autobiography. He told re-
porters waiting outside that the
Education Minister “must re-
sign”. He later headed to Jantar
Mantar, where, by the time the
demonstration gathered pace,
the crowd had swelled toseveral
hundreds — overwhelmingly
young, with ascatteringof older
supporters and parents. Many
wore cockroach masks and car-
ried textbooks, posters and the
national flag, in keepingwith the
organisers’ appeal.

Activist Sonam Wangchuk,
who arrived at Jantar Mantar in
the afternoon, described the
gathering as “an appeal rather
thanaprotest”, sayingthe move-
ment sought dialogue, not con-
frontation. “In a respected
democracy, we hope we do not

have to raise slogans to be
heard,” he told the crowd, ad-
ding that the cooperation of the
police was “a major achiev-
ement” and “a victory for India
and even for the government”.

Wangchuk pressed for re-
forms beyond the immediate
demand. “The foundation of a
Viksit Bharat lies not in Delhi’s
private schools butinschoolslo-
cated in villages,” he said. “The
children of all elected represen-
tatives should study in govern-
mentschools.”

Heurged that the movement
extend beyond exams to a sys-
temic change across education
and the environment, calling it
“abeginning, not an end”, and
appealing for it to be carried for-
ward “with love and mutual re-
spect.”

The protest remained largely
peaceful, with participants offer-
ing flowers to police personnel,
as the organisers had urged.
There were brief moments of
friction as small groups who
raised “Jai Shri Ram” slogans at-
tempted to enter the venue and
were escorted out by police, but
no major confrontation.

Addressing a press confer-
encelater, CJPspokesperson As-
hutosh Rankasaid their peaceful
protest marked the beginning of
a big movement. “The youth
who were called anti-national,
Pakistani... have proved that
theyare the youth of Gandhiand
Ambedkar,” he said. “This is a
platform for the youth. It is the
voice of young people whose
concerns have been ignored by
the government and the system
for years. Today, it has been
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proved that the youth of this
country are not silent,” he said.

Saurav Das, also a CJP spo-
kesperson, said their supporters
had gathered not only from
Delhi, butalso from Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Maharashtra, the North-
east, Bihar and Chhattisgarh.

“Thousands of peoplejoined
the protest on the ground. But
before this, 8 lakh people had
signed a petition demanding
Pradhan's resignation,” he said,
adding that the minister should
either resign or be dismissed.

CPIleader Annie Raja and
CPI-MLgeneral secretary Dipan-
kar Bhattacharya were among
those present at the venue.

The protest also drew sup-
port from other Opposition
leaders, including Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, AAP chief Arvind Kejri-
wal and NCP (SP) leader Rohit
Pawar, several of whom backed
the demand for accountability
over exam irregularities.

Meanwhile, speakingin Ran-
chi, BJP chief Nitin Nabin said:
“Those who want to push the
youth of this country towards
negative politics, I warn them
that the youth of India will en-
gage in positive politics”.

According to a PTI report,
Nabin, inan apparent reference
to Dipke, said: “Some peoplesit-
ting abroad assume they can
give directions to the youth of
India... Today's youth want to
work towards nation-building
and secure their future. But
some forces are trying to make
the country's youth anti-estab-
lishment”.

M_ythos

Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT-In); Na-
tional Critical Information Infra-
structure Protection Centre
(NCIIPC); and the Department
of Telecommunications’ Digital
Intelligence Platform (DIP) are
among the state-owned entities
that are understood to have re-
ceived access to Anthropic’s ad-
vanced frontier Al model My-
thos.

Anthropicisalsosaid tohave
extended access to some cy-
bersecurity-focused research in-
stitutions in India, while dis-
cussions are underway on
providing Mythos Preview to
dedicated cybersecurity and Al
teams within some of the
country’s largest IT services
companies, a senior govern-
ment official said on condition
of anonymity.

This move comes as part of
Anthropic’sannouncement that
it would expand Project Glass-
wing beyond its initial cohort of
participantsinthe USand UK to
more than 15 countries, includ-
ingIndia.

Under the programme,
vetted organisations are granted
access to Claude Mythos Pre-
view, an unreleased Al model
that Anthropicsaysis capable of
identifying critical software vul-
nerabilities at a level that could
fundamentally alter the balance
between cyber attackersand de-
fenders. The company hassofar
restricted access to the model,
citing concerns that its capabil-

itiescould be misused if released
publicly.

The official added that
NCIIPC, which falls under the
National Security Advisorinthe
Prime Minister's Office, and
CERT-Inhad requested accessto
Mythos to identify vulnerabil-
ities within India’s critical infra-
structure such as banking and
power. The Indian Express had
earlier reported that the Indian
government was in conversa-
tions with Anthropic’s senior
leadership in the US for assis-
tance in gaining access to the
model.

Anthropicdid not respond to
arequest for comment.

“Following several weeks of
close collaboration with our Pro-
ject Glasswing partners, the se-
curity industry, open-source
software maintainers, and the
USgovernment, we'reextending
the partnership to approxi-
mately 150 new organisations.
Each one will need to meet our
security requirements before
theygainaccess... Theorganisa-
tionsin this new group are based
in more than 15 countries, and
most provide critical infrastruc-
ture to many more,” Anthropic
said in a blog post.

The new entities with which
it is planning to share Mythos
Preview operate in industries
such aspower, water, healthcare,
communications, and hard-
ware, Anthropicsaid. And many
of the new partners are vendors
— companies or non-profits that
maintain codebases that are re-
lied upon by lots of other organ-
isations around the world, in-
cluding governments.

—
Rijiju

Minister “is not running away”
from the “mistake,” but has
taken several steps “to fix the
problem.”

Speaking at Idea Exchange
at The Indian Express Friday,
Rijiju responded to questions
about the demand for Prad-
han’s resignation and the an-
guish caused to lakhs of stu-
dents forced to re-take the
NEET on June 21 or those left
in the lurch over the CBSE on-
screen marking glitches.

Pradhan’s office was un-
available for comment.

When it was pointed out
that the BJP had demanded
the resignation of UPA Min-
isters over allegations of
wrongdoing and wouldn’t it
have done the same had itbeen
in the Opposition now, Rijiju
said: “Thereis adifference. Ifa

fraud is committed by the Min-
ister or the Minister’s staff,
then the Minister is respon-
sible...inan autonomous body,
ifsome trouble happens in that
autonomous body, then the
body is answerable for that.”

“The CBSE is an auton-
omous body. It is a wing of the
government, specifically cre-
ated for a purpose, for the stu-
dents, exams; the NTA is
there... these are bodies that
are not directly monitored by
the Minister day-to-day,” he
added.

He said that when the BJP
was in the Opposition 12 years
ago, “every day or every month
there was a scam, scandal, cor-
ruption charge against the
Minister, Ministry and all.”

“Inthelast12 years, there is
no direct charge against any
Minister or Minister’s staff for
any taking of bribes, commis-
sion, or wrongdoing, or ma-
nipulation of the system to

benefit the Minister or Min-
ister’s staff and family. When
there is a direct link with the
Minister then definitely you
have to ask for the resignation
of the concerned minister. So,
the difference that I want to
make is that our Ministers
don’t run away from responsi-
bility...(during) the Congress...
like the then External Affairs
Minister, the charge was
against him directly. The first
minister to resign during UPA-
Iwas the External Affairs Min-
ister...then subsequently, all
those ministers who resigned...
(there were) charges against
the Minister or the Minister’s
office. This (the exam leak) is
not a fraud committed by the
Education Minister,” Rijiju
said.

Pradhan has said that he
has taken “moral responsibil-
ity”, Rijiju said, and added: “I
amvery clear thatin such cases
Ministers should not run away.

Ministers should fix the prob-
lem. And that is what Dhar-
mendraPradhanjiisdoing. He
has taken numerous steps in
the past month.Iam confident
that the steps taken and results
— it will prevent future leaks
and any deficiency that
was there in the past will be
fixed.”

Asked who, on the govern-
ment’s side, should be held ac-
countable, Rijiju said: “Tobuild
the confidence of the students
and the system, the Chairman
and the Secretary of the Board
(CBSE) have been shifted; to
demand the resignation of the
Education Minister itself is
political. The Education Min-
ister has already said that asthe
head of the Ministry, he takes
moral responsibility; the Edu-
cation Minister is not running
away from the error or mistake
whoever has committed. He
hasrathertakenitupasachal-
lenge... to fix the problem.”

En on NTA table

and subject experts accused of
leaking different sections of the
question paper.

As reported by The Indian
Express last week, the nature of
the arrests points to the leak oc-
curring during the first phase of
the confidential operations (CO-
NOPs), which is the highly re-
stricted paper-settingand trans-
lation process introduced after
the 2024 controversy.

The arrests of translators al-
legedly linked to the Physics,
Chemistry and Biology sections
of the exam prompted officials
tore-examinethesystem’slong-
standing assumption that
trusted experts can safely be
given access to complete sec-
tions of a paper.

“If the paper is compro-
mised, then it is not a pen-and-
paper problem. Itisa problem of
system design and structure," a
senior government official said.
"We are trying to reduce human
interface. There hastobeazero-
trustarchitecture."

Officials said the proposed
model would fundamentally
change the role of subject ex-
perts.Instead of being invited to
set questions for aspecificexam-
ination, experts would con-
tribute questions to a common
question bank without being
told where those questions
would eventually be used.

“The domain expert should
be examination-agnostic. He
should not know whether the
question is being set for NEET,
JEE or any other examination.
Theobjectiveistoensurethatno
single individual has visibility of
thefinal paper,” the official said.

According to officials, the
agency is exploring the creation
of arepository containing thou-
sands of questions across sub-
jects. Thefinal paper would then
be assembled from this pool
using technology-assisted pro-
cesses designed to maintain
subject balance and difficulty
levels.

“We can have a bank of

10,000 questions. The final
paper can be built from that
bank. Technology can help de-
termine difficulty levels and
question distribution. The idea
is to minimise the number of
eyes through which the paper
passes,” the official said.

Translation, another area
that cameunder scrutiny follow-
ing the arrests in the 2026 leak
case, may also undergo signifi-
cant changes. The shift is likely
to build on commitments al-
ready made by the NTA before
the Supreme Court. Inan affida-
vit filed earlier, the agency said it
planned to use artificial intelli-
gence for nearly 85 per centofthe
translation process, with human
expertscarryingout the remain-
ingreview and validation.

Officials said the agency is
now examining how that ap-
proach can be integrated into
thebroader redesign. The objec-
tive is not to eliminate human
translators but to reduce the
amount of time they spend
handlingsensitive materialand
limit their visibility of the final
paper.

“Al can do the first transla-

tion. The human translator'srole
should be limited to checking
whether the meaning has been
correctly conveyed," the official
said. "Even then, we want to en-
sure that translators are not
necessarily aware of the specific
examination for which the ma-
terial is being prepared. They
should be validating questions,
nothandlingcomplete question
papers."

The push for structural re-
form comesasthe NTA prepares
for the NEET-UG re-test sched-
uled for June 21. Officials said
some changes have already been
introduced, including the use of
afresh setof subject experts. Dis-
cussions are also underway on
strengthening the transporta-
tion and storage of printed
papers after they leave the
paper-setting stage.

“Some ofthe people arrested
had been associated with the
system for years,” the official
said. “That is precisely why the
systemitselfhastotrustindivid-
uals less and processes more.
There is an old question, “if the
bodyguards themselvesbecome
the threat, who protects you?”

ﬁc leader

allegations against him grew,
Swarup claimed his tenure asits
chief ended in December 2025
itself.

Swarup’s arrest, over allega-
tions of sexual harassment, ex-
tortion and attempt to murder,
comes in the wake of growing
trouble for his elder brother
Aroop Biswas, a former TMC
sports minister who dictated
terms with allegedly equal im-
punity in the state’s sports field.
Aroop is facing investigation
over the administrative chaos
surrounding Argentine football
legend Lionel Messi’s visit to Kol-
kata in December last year. On
Friday, Mamata Banerjee named
Aroop as TMC state general sec-
retary.

Following Swarup’s arrest,
several artistes associated with
Tollywood spoke up about how
he dictated terms in the film in-
dustry through a “syndicate”
thatblacklisted those “non-com-

pliant” or not aligned toTMCin-
terests.

Acclaimed actress Sreelekha
Mitraposted on Facebook: “Iwas
effectively banned for thelast 10
years by the TMC and the so-
called artistes who ruled the in-
dustry.”

BJP MLA from Tollygunge
Papia Adhikary announced that
there would be amajor overhaul
with the launch of the Eastern
India Motion Picture Cultural
Confederation, that will stream-
line industry operationsinto four
broad categories —replacingthe
previoussystem of the FCTWEL

Veteranactor Aparajita Adya
said Swarup’s “arrest was
required”. “People knew that
anyonewhodid notlisten tohim
would getbanned, thathewould
end their career. Many producers
left the industry because of him.
Therearesomany movieswhich
remain incomplete... To ‘allow’
afilm’s release, extraordinary
amounts of money was de-
manded.”

Actor-turned-activist Rupa
Bhattacharya, whowas with the

BJP briefly, said she had not got
work for almost 10 years due to
Swarup.

A small-time actor told The
Indian Express: “If an actor, di-
rector or even a technician pub-
licly criticised FCTWETI's leader-
ship, they wouldn’t just be
hauled before the union, but face
aquiet, devastating boycott.”

In November 2025, a movie
madeby film studentsstruggled
togetareleaseasthe FCTWEIre-
portedly objected to federation-
approved technicians not being
hired for it. Among the several
rulesthe FCTWEIwassaid toim-
pose is that a filmmaker hire a
given number of federation-ap-
proved technicians for their pro-
ject, allegedly regardless of the
film’s requirements.

Swarup, in turn, always
claimed that the FCTWEI exists
to fight for the interests of tech-
niciansand that his primary goal
was their welfare.

Actor Sujoy Prasad Chatterjee
said the “clean-up” needs to go
deeper. “Swarup Biswas is just
the tip of the iceberg. There are

people who worked with him to
pollute the industry and those
who sucked up to him.”

Accusing Swarup of causing
“massive damage to the Bengali
filmindustry”, actor AritraDutta
Banik said that, to be fair, the
TMC leader was a huge help to
daily wage technicians em-
ployed in the film industry dur-
ing Covid, when work came toa
standstill. “But the volume of his
crimes and wrongdoings is so
high that bad far outweighs the
good,” Banik said.

BJPleader and minister Dilip
Ghosh has asked others to come
forward. “Let people know how
tyrannical they were and how
much they abused power.”

Actor-turned-politician and
BJPleader Locket Chatterjee as-
sured that change would come
now with the TMC out of powet.
Talking about her decision to
sever ties with the TMC 12 years
ago, Chatterjee said she paid a
price for doing a press confer-
ence “onhow Aroop and Swarup
Biswas had finished the enter-
tainment industry of Bengal”.

Kolkata

PM-EAC

more momentum to the re-
forms journey and ensuring
‘Ease of Living’ as well as ‘Ease
of Doing Business”.”

According to a source, who
did not wish tobe named, while
there wasn’t much concern
around the West Asia crisis, a
key discussion point revolved
around the impact of El Nino
and sub-par rainfall as forecast
by the IMD. “How can India re-
duceitsvulnerability duetothe
vagaries of the monsoon — this
was also discussed,” the source
said.

Economists are of the
opinion that Friday’s decision
to scrap the short-term and
long-term capital gains tax on
investments by FIIs in govern-
ment bonds as well as the with-
holding tax they must pay on
their interest income from
these debt instruments, will
likely accelerate the inclusion of
Indian sovereign debt in the
Bloomberg Global Aggregate
Bond Index. This alone could
result in $20-25 billion inflows
over the 10 months.

Inrecent years, government
debt — the bonds it issues to
borrow money from the market
to cover its fiscal deficit, or the
difference between its income
and expenditure — has been
added to multiple global bond
indices. This began with JPMor-
gan adding India to its emerg-

ing market index beginning
June 2024. Subsequently,
Bloombergincluded Indiainits
Emerging Market Local Cur-
rency Index from January 2025
and FTSE Russell to a similar
one from September 2025.

“Bloomberg index inclu-
sion, I believe, is on the verge of
happening,” abond market par-
ticipant told The Indian Ex-
press.

In mid-January, Bloomberg
Index Services Ltd (BISL) had
deferred theinclusion of Indian
government bonds intoits flag-
ship global index, saying it will
provide anotherupdate by mid-
2026. “Overall, responses indi-
cated broad support for the
long-term trajectory of the In-
dian government bond market
and for its potential eventual in-
clusion in global investment
grade benchmarks,” BISL had
said in a statement on January
13. “Atthe same time, a number
of respondents highlighted im-
portant operational and market-
infrastructure considerations
that merit further evaluation...”

Inaddition tothe removal of
taxes on FIIs, Friday also saw the
RBIannounceseveral measures
toboost foreign inflows, includ-
ing a temporary concessional
forex swap facility for PSUs for
their External Commercial Bor-
rowings and the revival of the
wildly successful Foreign Cur-
rency Non-Resident (Bank) De-
posits scheme of 2013, with the
central bank bearing the full ex-
change rate hedging cost.

gp bloc

CPI(M) general secretary M A
Baby has written a strongly-
worded letter to Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge to flag
the issue. And in an unusual
move, the CPI(M) has forwarded
thelettertoall the constituents of
thebloc. “Wehaveseentheletter.
Although it is between the Con-
gressand the CPI(M), we canonly
urgethe Congressastheleaderof
the INDIA bloc to take everyone
along to ensure cohesion and
unity,”an Oppositionleadersaid.

In his letter to Kharge, Baby
said, “There was a systematic
campaign by the Congress
leadership duringthe Kerala As-
sembly elections, that the
CPI(M) and the BJP have struck
adeal. Further, it was alleged
that the CPI(M)’s senior leader,
Member of the Polit Bureau and
then Chief Minister, Comrade
Pinarayi Vijayan, had alsostruck
adeal with Modi. The question
was posed 'Otherwise, why is it
that he has not been inter-
rogated or arrested by the En-
forcement Directorate'?”

“These were not stray re-
marks made in the heat of an
election campaign, but werethe
centerpiece of your political
campaign. Every national
leader, Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi, and yourself, made
such allegationsrepeatedly,” the
CPI(M) chiefwrote.

Arguing that the CPI(M) has
worked sincerely for the success
of the Opposition alliance since
itsinception in June 2023 as a
broad platform to fight the BJP,
Baby said: “Strangely, now, the
CPI(M) is accused of having a

deal with the BJP. This is a ca-
nard which we cannot take
lightly. This strikes at the very
basis of the unity forged against
the BJP.”

Baby also stated that Rahul
Gandhi hasrepeatedly called for
the ED's action against Vijayan.
“Can this be termed as an anti-
BJPstance or is it a case of invit-
ingthe Modi government totake
illegal punitive action against a
fellow Opposition leader? Unless
these matters are clarified, the
very purpose of the INDIA bloc
would be in question,” he said.

Baby said the CPI(M) felt the
need toraisetheissueinthecon-
text of the June 8 meeting, ad-
ding that “However, the CPI(M)
will fully cooperate in Parlia-
ment with the INDIA bloc and
other Opposition parties to put
up a united fight against the
authoritarian, communal, and
anti-people policies of the Modi
government.”

The JMM is equally upset
with the Congress for announc-
ing its candidate — AICC in
charge of Kharge's office Pranav
Jha — for one of the two Rajya
Sabha seats in the upcoming
elections from Jharkhand.

TherulingJMM, led by Chief
Minister Hemant Soren, wanted
tofielditscandidatesinboth the
seats from the state. The JMM-
Congress alliance has the
numbers to win both the seats.

The JMM Saturday nomi-
nated former minister Baidya-
nath Ram as its candidate for
one seat. On the second seat,
JMM general secretary and spo-
kesperson Supriyo Bhattacharya
reportedly said that the final
decisionwillbetakenonitbythe
partyleadership followingadis-
cussion with the Congress.
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EXERCISE INTENDED FOR ‘ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES’

Govtorders survey of
madrasas, says will help

( [ [ ( [ ) Whereas, the Authorized Officer of Bank of India under the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) & in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rules 8 & 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Damand Notice, to borrowers and Authorized Officer has taken
possession of the properties described herein below. Offers are invited by the Authorized Officer under sub-rule 5 & 6 of rule 8 of the said Act by holding e-auction on the date, place and
time mentioned. Public at large and borrowers and guarantors in general are being informed hereby that E-auction under SARFAES| Act in respect of under noted properties will be
conducted for sale on the terms & conditions presented in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following conditions for realization of the Debis due to the Bank.

Name & Address of DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY Secured debt | Date of Reserve Price
. Borrowers | Guarantors Amountdue | Demand Notice (InRs.) &
. . e e s solely to the collection and with Branch Name (InRs.) & Date of Eamest Money
Asks District The present exercise is intended for verification of information for Possession | Deposit (EMD, In Rs.)
Magi administrative purposes, with a view administrative purposes. No BRANCH: SALT LAKE Al ra part and parclofth property compiss ofand and he G+1 Rs.26,37,152.85- | 31.01.2026 Rs.3050000)-
. . coercive/closure, or student- Borrower: ASIT BISWAS storied building constructed thereon, covering an area 1 Cottahs 1 as on & &
aglstl’ates tO to enabllng the Department to obtain displac ein ent related action CoBorrower: MRS TRIPTI BISWAS | Chhataks 17 sq it more or less being District North 24 Parganas, Thana: 04.06.2026 04.05.2026 Rs.305000/-
. s qe oo . . : Ghola, Sub Registry Office- Barrackpore DR Barasal, under Bilkanda 2no : i
submit report authentic district-wise data regarding the shallbeinitiated on thebasisof | | Add: Vil Hemantanagar Tabands, | Gran banchayat, Mouzs. Tabands, JL No.25, Reg Sa No. 104, Kian Fitrdlgmebnl I i
. . . PR ; fhati . Jugbart F5. New Barrackpur, | no 85, 61/740 and 661,741 no Dag Butted and Bounded by: North: by
Wlthln July 5 pature, status, aca(.le.n.llc activities, tThﬁS cs)mrpun.lcatlon as ofnovg Kalkata - 700100 land of Mr Surbala Mondal; South: 7t 6 inch Road; East: by house of
infrastructural facilities, student € Institutions concerne Mr Narayan Mondal; West: by house of Mr Kajal Thikadar. (Deed No:
) ition and related iculars of such sha}l be pe}'m1tted to cpntm}le |- 06997 of 2008, Mortgaged by: Mr Asit Biswas & Mrs Tripti Biswas.
Ravik Bhattacharya compost A part their ongoing academic activ- | | 'BRANCH: BARANAGORE Equitable Mortgage by depositing of Original Deed of Conveyance no - | Rs.10,86,169.34F | 29.08.2025 Rs.820000/-
Kolkata, June 6 1nstitutions... ities without disruption during Borrower: MR. SWARUP BASAK & kn 1 5Uﬁ-{)m23{32(}23k Did: zs-ps-zufa.ngge TQT’EO"Q”'SWZ;F p g»azsak al:d ason & &
the present academic session,” MRS.APARNABASAK rs. Apama Basak, comprises of residential Flat being Mo. C-2 an the 26.11.2025 26.11.2025 Rs.82000/-
AFTER MAKINGssingingofthe 11 ORDERONJUNES the order said. A 549 Netai coon, 2nd 100, | it Upcres,consistng of OneBed Room. Ondichen, OneToiet mte | gcene,merest | (Symbole
national song, Vande Mataram, Along with the directive, a North 24 parganas. building, lying and situated at Mouza - Nainan, J.L No—8, situated at being
mandatory in madrasasacross  including institutions thatare  tended for administrative pur-  format has been attached for S,f; N%isﬁfiii Cﬂiﬁiluf?y BnggﬁgsLﬁitE?r? ?h%h;‘r;i:ilf'%f Kg:trl::agg}
West Bengal on May 19, the affiliated, recognised, regis- poses, with a view to enabling recognised and unrecognised Munllicipality. Ward No. 22, Premises No. 549, Netaji Colony, Holding Mo.
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhi-  tered, aided, unaided, un-reg-  theDepartmenttoobtainauth- madrasas, which seeks in- 549'C-2, P.S - Baranagar, A.D.S.R.0 Cossipore, Dum Dum, Kolkata -
kari-led government has or-  istered, community-managed, entic district-wise data regard-  formation about its location, 700090, West Bengal.
dered all District Magistratesto  privately managed, or other-  ingthenature, status,academic  status of recognition, names of BRANCH: UNNAYAN BHAWAN E%ﬁidznaﬁggla; T:argulg:gg ?Eg_sn% ﬂFlli:t lge e avl;glsiil s g“::s{éufse; Rs.25,95,998.80% | 17.1 2&2024 Rsﬂ;ﬂﬂw-
Wi - i i i ivities. i il- i - Borrower: OMAR MUKHTAR & |Dulltu on Thi r, Del N aouin= / s ason
cqqdugt a bl.OCk wise and mu-  wise operating undgr (.11ffer§nt activities, 1nfrastruct1'1r'a1 facil thpse inthe management, de NP BRAFACHARTA tiles floor containing 2 (Two) Bedrooms, 1 (One) Dining cum kitchen, 93.06.2025 23.06.2025 Rs.221000/-
nicipality-wise survey of mad-  educational or administrative ities, student compositionand  tails of students, teaching and Adid: 70 Rabincra Sarani. Chittaranian | 2 (T toilets. 1 (One) Baicony together with undivided proportionate | g further interest {Symbolic
rasas to “obtain authentic dis-  arrangements.” related particularsof suchinsti- non-teaching staff, whether Avenve. Kolkala . 700073 ! Eﬁ;:hﬂf 2';‘?_}?:‘3’ DT"‘r“?s'Sh‘P ‘J;Z”f'h?‘n?aft“ 'ral”d mi;ﬁ”;g%ﬁrﬂ Fn'::g & charges thereon | Possession)
trict-wise data” as well as The District Magistrates  tutions for educational plan-  residential or not, and the sub- B e e ;&i&‘i‘#g_ being PremisesiHolding No. 30:59,
“identify any irregularitiesor have been asked to submita ning, child welfare measures jects or courses being taught. Attapara Lane, P.S. Baranagar, Kolkata- 700050, Municipal Holding No-
unlawful activities”, according  consolidated district reportto  and maintenance of educa- There are around 614 gov- 1746(0), Assessee No-1201202001888, within Ward No-20, of the
. N . : Baranagar Municipality, lying and situate at District North 24 Parganas,
toanorder. the department on or before  tionalrecords,” theorderstates.  ernment-recognised and aided PSS. Baranagar, Touzi No-1298/2833, Mouja-Sinthee Ni, JLNo-11,
AccordingtoaJuneSorder  July 5, the order said. “The exercise may also as- madrasas in Bengal but no offi- Revenue Survey No-9, Land Holding No-296, 274, 274A comprised in
by the Principal Secretary, De- Thesurvey,aspertheorder,  sist the Government in ident-  cial estimate of the number of 'fg%a[‘ gﬂk‘:‘é’g fﬂ‘ﬁg- fq%%f;”s'g% o Esa?g ’1";';; a‘gggigﬂ"hguﬁ:ggi{;
paétmecllit o;h Mlgorlty Affa;rE wou}d cclonZr governl?ent-rec- ifyl;lglany. 11'.r<.egul.e}rgt1es ((i)r unci madra.sas 1§ avmglit?le asthey are of the Additional District Sub-Registry Office Cossipore Dum Dum.
and Madrasah Education, to ognised, aidedaswellasunrec-  lawful activities, if found, and  runprivately or throughvarious BRANCH: CHAKDAH MUNICIPALITY | EQM of property consisting of land & Building situated at Mouza- laipur, | Rs.26,87,601.27 | 10711:2023 Rs.4800000)-
DlstrlcF Maglst}'ates, The ognised,unaided,and privately  taking corrfsctlve measures, boards and not attached with Borrower: BISWAS & SONS JLNO-20, LR Plot No-1036, RS Khatian, LR Khatian No-662 under Tatla l o I3 &
undersigned is directed tore-  runmadrasasacrossthestate.  the ordersaid. the state government. Add: Ghugia, Ward 12, Holding | NO Gram Panchayet (Jyot Market) unit name- Padasova, PO- Chakdah, | 28/12/2023 2801212023 Rs.480000/-
quest you to undertake a The exercise is intended However, the order said that Following the BJP govern- Na 708, Near 51 No Rail Gate, fr?ﬁggi'é%ﬁrfégﬁﬁ'fﬁ;? 'ngl?fm 222 admeasuring 99.00 sq ft of land | & further interest P[symbq“c
block/municipality-wise sur-  “for administrative purposes”  the institutions should be per- ment’s May 19 order making Chakdah, Nadia : & charges thereon | Possession)
vey forcollectionand compila- andtomapdistrict-wisedataof — mitted to continue their aca- singing of Vande Mataram
tionofupdated informationre- academic activities, composi- demic activities during the mandatory, apetition wasfiled BRANCH: MASLANDPUR All that part and parcel of the property situated at R.S & LR Dag No-331, | Rs.10,49,454.28)- |  24/11:2017 Rs.12000001-
latingto Madrasaheducational ~ tionofstudentsandinfrastruc-  present academic session. in the Calcutta High Court on Borrower: DILIP KARMAKAR #DL’J\'; -2{:9H ;ghsaf 'gfa‘g%[;'i 's{jmggﬁtﬁ”g%?fagéﬂ ‘apsﬁbsé”;&ﬂ”ﬂgg 3 oﬁ %fz'?] i - [ﬁg - . ;E' il
institutions functioningwithin  ture, the order said. “It is further clarified that ~ June 3, seeking that the order Agd=cso Cgﬂﬂdggﬁgﬁﬂ atlabangola | o i,y ' ’ & harthar Kinvasi (Symbolic . .
your respective jurisdictions, “The present exercise isin-  the presentexerciseisconfined be quashed. Eh;rg::trlg. ri?i;eNﬁd Pﬁimpnagar N & charges thereon |  Possession)
BRANCH: BARANAGORE The land was registered in the name of Shri Sunil Kumar Agarwal & | Rs.26,58,176.46) |  07:02:2023 Rs.18250004-
Borrower: PRITHA CHAKRABORTY | Smt SarbaniAgal_’wa | vi_de giftdeed no1-7012 dated 20.12.2007 & property ason & &
Add: 14 Shambhunath Das Lane, | 3located to Shri Sunil Kumar Agarwal & Smt Sarbani Agarwal vide 10/07/2023 10/07/2023 Rs.182500/-
B : Sinth " | possession letter dated 25.04,2015 as per notarial development agreements | g further interest (Symbalic
° ° ° ° SrEnagar ointhee (Dated 28th march 2007 & 11th Dec 2009) owner's allocation part. & charges thereon | Possession)
I I l 1 re e CrISIS 9 a I I l ata pl I l S BRANCH: SALT LAKE A. Details of Land: All that piece and parcel of the Mokorari Mourashi Bastu | Rs,25,13,505.48)- |  04.02.2026 Rs.35000004-
Borrower: SIDDHARTHA KHATUA | land measuring morﬁ or I:]ss? Cottahs [)ghittack 12 Sqg. ft. more or Ig;s ason & &
; comprised within Holding No 31, Jagadish Chandra Bedayabash Lane, PS- 29.05.2026 29.05.2026 Rs.350000/-
n > . < Eﬁg&g;“géﬂﬂﬁﬂuf””“ Malipanchghora, Ward no3, Distict- Howrah, Pin-T11106 and hoiding | & further interest |  (Symbolic
Opes O e p Or lre 1 1 I Ig Adg Bt D Bl i 55/31, S Ram Dhang Road, Ward No 03, Howrah Municipal Corparation. | g charges thereon | Possession)
: Flat no. . £astern side, | PO- Salkia, PS Malipanchghara, Dist - Howrah, WB., Pin 711108, with
Sanat Mansion, Jagadish Chandra | ground plus Six Storied Building standing upon the said land along with all
R Bedayabash Lane, Babur Danga | easement and other rights attached thereto and the total amalgamated
Atri Mitra more, Ward no. 03, PO Salkia, | property is being bur_ted and bounded by as follows- Boundary oflthe Land:
Kolkata, June 6 As Mamata arrives in Delhi to attend Opp bloc June 8 meet, ||"o710 Wost 5551351 e DhengAoa SO Wil R DhangRosa.
> % . fi Ram Dhang ; - ide SriRam Dhang ,
. . . . . B. Details of Flat: All that part and parcel of the property comprises of a self
AMID THE raging discontent  Senior TMC leader says that sheis desperateto regain contained residential Flat being No. 202, on tne Second Floor, at the
within the Trinamool Congress North-West side of the building, measuring 1560 ft. super built up area
1 1 ihili 1 more or less consisting of 4 bed rooms, 1 drawing cum dining room,
(TMO) the party supremoand footing in party as well as credibility on the national stage Tt 2l e v g s S GOt
ormer West Bengal chief min- . Jagadish Chandra Bedayabash Lane and 55/3/1 Sri Ram Dhang Road,
ster, Mamata Banerjee, has . out to the party's Muslim irieien bemiiiean
been struggling to firm up a MLAs, some of whom are re- amenties, appurtanances attached thereto together with undivided
roadmap in abid tobounceback portedly uneasy about Rita- proportion of share of land of the said premises. (Titie Deed No. 1-0502-
as an Opposition leader in the brata’s perceived closeness to 01737/2018in the name of Mr. Siddhartha Khatua and Mr. Ayan Khatua. 1 T
state and at the national level. the BJP. BRANCH: BARANAGORE All that part and parcel of the property consisting of self contained | Rs.19,52,068.41)- |  19:02/2025 Rs.20100004-
As part of her efforts, Ma- Among a total of 80 TMC Borrower: DEBASISH MONDAL | residential flatin the name of Mr. Debasish Mondal & Mr. Ranajoy Mondal as ’on & &
mata is set to attend the Op- MLAs elected in the 2026 As- Guarantor : RANAJOY MONDAL | Mo o O B e e e o with | g (2105/2025 st Ao
it i i Add: /A8 GOPAL CH BOSE | Gy3sioried bulding, standing on C.5. Dag Nos. 1118and 111under C.5. | onorinerest | (Symbolc
osition INDIA bloc’s meetin, sembly polls, 31 are Muslims, T ! s s ; 9.
o heduled for Monday in D lhxg d ﬁ’ pR. brata-led revol LANE, SINTHEE SO, KOLKATA, | KhatianNo.409, R.S Dag No, 111911592 under R.S. KhatianNo. 757, JL. | & Charoes tereon | - Possession)
scheduled for Monday in Delhi. and the Ritabrata-led revolt WB- 700050 No. 9, R.S. No. 22, Touzi No. 173 at Mouza — Nawpara, within the
While TMC national general seems to have split this bloc as municipal liénit o; Bararvac_raﬁ;a Euﬂca‘gal;%t holding 610. ?52, gngerw%r?r no.
3 i X 17, situated and lying at 6/E, Nabin Chandra Das Road, Post Office-
fg;gﬁ:&%ﬁ?ﬁlgﬁrﬁgeﬂf Weléeveral prominent Muslim Nawpara, PS Baranagar, Kolkata — 700090, Dist. North 24 pgs, under
> : A.D.S.R Cossipore Dumdum.
mata is scheduled to arrive in MLAs — including Sabina BRANCH: BAGUIATI-TEGHARIA | Allthat part and parcel of the property consisting Flatbeing No. F4 on2nd | Rs.9,85,24219)- | 240212026 Rs.1300000)-
the national capital on Sunday. Yeasmin, Javed Khan and Borrower: MS. RAIMA BIBI & | Floor, North Easter Side, Super built-up Area about 490 Sq ft, more or ason & &
She will remain in Delhi till Akhruzzaman — joined MR. SAHEB ALI MOLLA less consisting of 2(Two) Bedrooms, 1{One) Kitchen & 1(Qne) Toilet in & 11.05.2026 11/05/2026 Rs.130000/-
Tuesday. the rebel camp and assumed Add: PO-Purba Shankar Daha, 3;3 asr’ztaorff,ap:lg.dmg ER'E"S‘?‘?DTSIW]'%BN%T;? Egﬂ'?tli?}g nﬂkjiﬁdg g:gas' &E- frl:riher |nmlerest [OSS:\:::;:I;?‘ |
According to TMC insiders, key positions in its legislative Khasshakdaha Rajarhat Gopalpur, | Kalikata, comprised in C.S. Dag No-559, corresponding to R.S. & L. R SR NREm |
Mamata and Abhishek would faction. North 24 Parganas, WestBengal | Dag No-611, under C.S. Khatian No. 505, corresponding to R.S. Khatian
. No. 818, Present L.R. Khatian No-2051, under A.D.S.R.O-Rajarhat-
attend the INDIA alliance _ However, old-guard leader Newtown, Holding No-AS;369/BL- 08, Methopara, Hatara, Post Office
meeting along with a few senior Firhad Hakim and some newer Hatiara, Police Station-Rajarhat then New Town now ECO Park, Kolkata-
party MPs. faces like Babar Ali declined to 700157, North 24 Parganas, West Bengal. Deed of conveyance Number
On Friday, Mamata effected ) . ) join the rebel camp. Mamata is m_s %L’Eg; 3;;224202“: a};ﬁj&l},ﬁg 2;:'1 "t‘h‘e”epﬂﬁﬁfnf: h,':,i ,,tF;a 'T,‘;f;;’ ' f‘r
a major organisational re- TMC chief Mamata Banerjee may face another revoltin her trying to use these leaders to Golam Rasul, South: 33'-6' wide Common Passage, East: 4' +4' B Wide
shuffle in her party, packing  parliamentary party with some MPs expected to defect. priFiLe pacify the rebels. g‘mmﬂn P%ﬂggefﬂemopaf?ma“gﬁ_- L“G:E_HSUS: tDT gﬁ'ﬂﬂg Ratlhai-}aam
it with her loyalists and party But Mamata may face Olhar'Flg:r.eEa'st: gpne:{éessk; w:st: Bay‘Pagsaée. RE0IG, 210 SOMIL: kY
old-timers. meeting, the Congress, too, is  semblybyabout60TMCMLAs another revolt in her parlia- — T
Whileretaininghernephew  keepingacloseeyeonthe TMC  in defiance of the official party  mentary party, with some party ) ) . e T g L
Abhishek as the natif)nal gen- crisis. TMC spurces said M‘?' line, sugggsted that“Mamata leaQers expecting a similar re- {:il} E:?eloar:'n?latiien;zl2?:3;?5;00?3?.%;?I:Ethw?ell:lr 1?5&?:??::0?.33% ail)lrg:::im{::ﬁ?lr:\::ibz:reu%tilﬁi{;adﬁegﬁgﬁ'gﬁl] minutes each, viz the auction process
eral secretary despite wide- matawas tryingto meet Sonia  could remain as the “prodhan  bellion among Lok Sabha MPs would run for 120 minutes in first stance and in case a valid bid is received in last 10 minutes, the auction would get extended by another 10 minutes. The process
spread criticism of hisrolein ~ Gandhi during her Delhi visit, ~poramorshodata (chief ad- inthe coming days. This has would continue until there are no valid bids during last 10 minutes. Auction would commence at one notch above Reserve Price, as mentioned above, Bidders
the Trinamool Congress’s de-  but the Gandhi family has yet  viser)” in the party, some MLAs  promptedspeculation in politi- abgﬂl;:‘-#ﬁ\;]% T‘e:lr :;fgra "Em n;ull::ples of Rs.10,000)- (Rupees Ten Thousand only). Interested parties can inspect the properties at site on 22.06.2026 & 23.06.2026
bacle in the recent Bengal As-  to Conﬁrm ameeting. Oflhls group have objected to  cal Cl_rCIe.S that Whlle Mamata {iiiy  Theintending bidders should register their names at portal https:/BAANKNET.com! and get their User ID and password. Prospective bidders may find how to
sembly polls, she has ap- A senior Bengal Congress  this proposal. remains in Delhi for the INDIA register for auction, mode of auction, and other processes to be followed on the above-mentioned link. Intending bidders may contact Mr. Abinash Sahu
pointed two joint national leadersaid, “When Mamata Ba- “Aleaderisacompletelydif-  bloc meeting, some TMC MPs - {T*hm'§24932354:gf;'“")'t‘¥”:’5|'|-be o “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” “AS 1S WHAT IS BASIS” and “WITHOUT ANY RECOURSE BASIS” The niending bidders should
. _ s . : : : : _ v, & aDOVe properues/assels snai 50/ on = an . I neintending biaders shou
Secretar}es i RajyaSabhaMPs  nerjee was lp the winning ferentthing, the supreme . what  may then approach the L(.)k make their own enquiries regarding the encumbrances, fitle of property put on auction and claim/right/dues affecting the property, the time and cost involved in taking physical
Derek O'Brienand DolaSen —  phase, she said whatever she  everyonecallsaguardian. Prod- ~ Sabha Speaker to seek Abhis- possession (for properties under symbolic possession) prior to submitting their bid. All the accrued statutory dues including property tax, energy charges etc shall be borne by
to assist him, signallingtothe = wanted about the Congress. han poramorshodata’ means hek’s removal as their parlia- Uwi sucacgssful b}dde;. TI:‘e_Atuﬂllgrizei O[ﬁoeln'Secured _Cre;f_itor shallfnot be r;gspon;ible in Etlnn)lr' way for any t}him party claims{right/dues and also for the delay, costs and/
. ; ; ; arty orlegal issues involved in taking physical possession (in case of properties under symbolic possession).
par;y rebfe 1s ;hat d691§10rlls will lShe als;)l.trlefd IEO snatch tlhe som.e one Whl?ﬁa.SSIIStS ffrom the mentaryp leader. lai . (v)  Particulars specified in the schedule above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorized OfficersBank. Authorized Officer and ! or Bank will not be
be encefort taken joint yand leadership of the INDIA b'o.c out31d§, supe cially. IfMamata ) A senior TMC MP claimed: answerable for any error, mis-statement or amission In this public notice.
notunilaterally by Abhishek. from the Congress and criti- Banerjee is not kept as the su- When news spread that the (v  The aforesaid properties shall not be sold below the Reserve Price mentioned above. Intending bidders are required to deposit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) stated
AseniorTMC MPsaid, “Ma-  cised Rahul Gandhi. Now, she  premepartyleader,wewillhave =~ TMClegislative party may split, . abm{e in lhe_ walli_alprovided onthe E_-BAAN KNET. Details of the process f?rdeposilmg EMDinthe wallelcan‘ be found on the above-mentioned link.
mata Banerjee already under-  should not think that during  torethinkthiswholething”said  many leaders questioned how [\rllJ Thei r!lten ding bidders sho.uld reglsterlhemseivesc:nthe afore-mfant:oned pl?rtaiwgll before the auction d.:ati?, inany case no laterthan I}Q.I!T.EIZI'ZE upto5pm. ;
dthat th indi herbad ti heC i bel MLA Gulshan Mullick h bel ised th (viii) The highestfsuccessful bidder shall have to deposit 25% of the bid amount, including the EMD already paid immediately after acceptance of bid by the Authorized
stood thatthe maindiscontent  herbadtime, the Congresswill  rebe Shan Mutlick. the rebel group organised the Officer in respect of the sale, failing which the EMD shall be forfeited. The highest bidder shall be declared to be the successful bidder! purchaser of the properties
in the party’s rank and fileis  go away. But we will not stand Sangeeta Roy Basunia, supportofmorethan52MLAs. mentioned herein provided always heis legally qualified to bid.
against Abhishek Banerjee. Al-  like a close friend either.” another rebel MLA, said, “Ma-  Ultimately, it went up to 60. (ix) Thehbalat:cg T:% of_tze bidipu rcdhase mPrlev_tS_ hallbhe p::vlﬂblfte ?hn OJ‘hefc:_e 1 5“; iav E:;ins I;zﬂgifﬁng hc:-lfﬁ) chzfn;ir;ﬂaﬁqn of the satli bs; ;he Authori:ueldb%fﬂ cemr
. . . . F : . st s such extended period as agreed upon in writing Dy solely at the discretion of the orizZ: ICEr. In case lefault in payment by the success lager the
ready, during her organisation _Trinamool leaders main-  mata Banerjee is our supreme  Similarly, inthe Lok Sabha, the amountalready deposited by the bidder shall be forfeited and the Authorized Officer! Bank will be atliberty to cancel the auction and conduct fresh auction.
reshuffle, Mamata gave space tained that divisions have sur-  leader and will remain so. She  TMC has 28 MPs. We need the (x)  Onreceiptofthe entire sale consideration, the Authorized Officer shall issue the Sale Certificate in the name of bidder and the sale shall be considered complete
to other senior MPs like Derek  faced among the rebel MLAs  cannotbeanadviser.Sheisour  support of19 MPsto oust Abhis- thereafter and that the Bank shall entertain no claims.
O’Brien and Dola Sen to assist ~ overthe futureroleoftheparty  leader.” hekBanerjee. You may see that (xi) ::;;::1&?:;{"&%‘::3Sn;‘;;i?:::v‘:’a?g:rf:;‘ch:nf&ii% Ziﬁéfhsiglgrl ::!ifs:fg:)m?: ;lf;gf:?:’:veﬁ the right to accept or reject any or all the bids without assigning any
Abhishek. Sheisdesperatenow  chairperson. While the leader Atthe same time, Mamata ~ support may cross 20 also. || i e suecessiulbidder | purchaser would bear all the charges  fees payable for conveyance desd, taxes including Servics Tax'TDS (As per Section 393 (1) tabls SNo 3(1) as
to regain her footing in the oftherebel partylegislators,Ri- has doubled down on herat- Many senior as well as first- perIncome TaxAct 2025 for properties valued Rs.50 Lakhs & above} ifany.
party as well as credibilityon  tabrata Banerjee, who was tempts to regain support from time MPs and film personal- (xiii) This publicationis also Thirty days’ notice under Rule 8(6) of The security interest (Enforcement), Rules 2002 to the above borrowers ! guarantors/mortgagors to the advance.
the national stage.” chosenasthe LeaderoftheOp-  therebel TMCleaders.Sources ities, close to Abhishek Baner- (xiv)  Fordownloading further details, process compliance & terms & conditions, please visit: www.bankofindia.bank.in.
Ahead of the INDIA bloc  position (LoP) in the state As-  said she is also trying to reach  jee, all are rebels now.” Date : 06.06.2026 Sd- Authorized Officer
R P O R Ak SR o S B A RPN N 8 B B N N S . 0 B B R S L T B BT 0 A B N A i A b b T Place:Kclkata Banko{lndia

‘Aim was to terrorise people’: CM on arms cache recovery
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BANK OF INDIA

ASSET RECOVERY DEPARTMENT TO BE HELD ON
BARASAT ZONAL OFFICE

2nd Floor, DD-2, Salt Lake, Sector 1, Bidhan Nagar, Kolkata - 700064

E-AUCTION

09.07.2026

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES MORTGAGED TO THE BANK

GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA

(A Central University established under the Central Universities Act, 2009, No.25 of 2009, With NAAC A”)
KONI, BILASPUR-495 009 (C.G.) INDIA, Tel. +91-7752-260342, Fax +91-7752-260154
Ref. No. 363/Admission/Academic/26 ADMISSION NOTICE (2026-27) Bilaspur, Date-03.06.2026

Applications are invited in the prescribed form for the Admission of Working Professionals in following UG and PG programmes for Session 2026-27 in the
School of Studies of Engineering and Technology, GGV, Bilaspur under AICTE Working Professional Scheme

from pond near TMCleader’s house in Sandeshkhali &

2!

known to be close associates of arrested
TMC strongman Shahjahan Sheikh, were
notinthearea.

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, June 6

Praisingthe police, Adhikarisaid on X,
“On preciseintelligence inputs, the Special
Task Force (STF) conducted extensive

THE WEST Bengal STF Saturday re- “For years under the previous regime,  raidsacross multiplelocations near Sarbe- Name of Programme Branch Department

covered amassive cache of weaponsof17  suchillegal weapons were stockpiledand  ria Bazaar in Kumrakhali, Basanti, and M. Tech. Structural Engineering Civil Engineering

weaponsand 39 roundsof cartridgesfrom  used ruthlessly to terrorise common  Sandeshkhali areas. Forces have success- Executive M. Tech AL & DS Information Technology

apond adjacent to the house of aTMC  citizens,” CM Suvendu Adhikarisaidina  fully seized a massive cache of illegal fire- || [ B. Tech. Civil Engineering Civil Engineering

leader in Sandeshkhali in the North 24 postonX. While the Bengal STFhasyetto  armsandammunition hiddenawaytodis- || "B Tech. Mechanical Engineering Mechanical Engineering

Parganas district. . release an official statement, sourcessaid ~ rupt peace.” “This culture of violence B Toch. Computer Science & Engineering Computer Science & Engimeenng
TheSTF conducted searchesat the resi-

six people have been arrested.
Along with the STF personnel, offi-

claimed the preciouslives of numerous op-
position party workers, particularly dedi-
cials fromthe Sandeshkhali policestation  cated BJP Karyakartas, who stood up
and central forces were at the scene. against tyranny. Those dark days are over.”

The candidates fulfilling the eligibility criteria can apply for admission as per the details available on the University website https:/ggu.ac.in. The last date
for submission of application is 20/06/2026. The candidates are advised to refer the detailed notification working professionals available on university website

before filling the application form. Registrar
o | bl B

dence of TMC leader Robin Das and his
brother Gopal, the surrounding areas, and
anearby pond. Both Robin and Gopal,

Kolkata
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kbl i Kharagpur, Paschim Medinapur, Pin-21305, E mail: cokgpsam@pnb.bank.in
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Provision to Rule 8 (6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice Is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Constructive/ Physical / Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the authorized officer of the bank/secured creditor, will be sold on “As is Where
is”, “Asis Whatis” and ‘Whatever there is” on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the bank/ secured creditor from the respective borrower (s) and guarantors (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
ANNEXURE-B
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Date/ Time of
AN f Branch A) Date of Demand Notice u/s 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 A) Reserve Price E-Auction
sl. B) N)an?em(; :he ;a::r::‘;unt Description of the Immovable Properties Mortgaged/ Owner’s name B) Outstanding Amount B) EMD Details of the
No [Mortgagors of Property(ies)] C) Date of Possession u/s 13(4) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 C)Bid 1 A t| encumbrances
) C) Name & Address of the Borrower/ Guarantors Account D) Nature of Possession (Symbolic/ Physicall Constructive) ) Bid Increase Amoun known to the
secured creditors
1. | A)Jamna(199600) Equitable Mortgage of Residential Property (incomplete house) situated at Mouza- Mallarpur, JL | A) 13.11.2018 A) Rs.5,80,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Mr. Anowar Ali Khan (AccountNo. 199600NC0001397) No. 41, HAL LR Khatian No.155, LR Dag No.17, P.O. Mundamari, P.S. Pingala, with in Kusumda | B) Rs. 18,45,746.75 (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Forty Five B) Rs.58,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Mr. Anowar Ali Khan, S/o Mr. Raosan Ali Khan, Village & Post— Golegram, P.S. Debra Golegram, West Bengal - 721136 Gram Panchayat, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, PIN 721144. Area 2.3 Dec. executed vide Gift Deed No. | Thousand Seven Hundred Forty Six and Seventy Five Paisa C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Guarantor: Mr. Mofikul Rahman Khan, S/o Mr. Safikul Rahman At — Mallarpur, Mundamari, P.O. Mundamari, Dist— Paschim Medinipur, | 1-9484/2016 in the name of Anowar Ali Khan. only) + further interest and costs Not Known to Bank
WestBengal-721144 Butted & Bounded By — North — Pond of Owner, South — Panchayat Road, East — Property of | C) 19.06.2019
Owner & Road, West - Property of Owner D) Symbolic Possession
2. | A)Madpur(320900) Equitable Mortgage of land & building situated at Mouza— Madpur, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, | A) 19.02.2025 A) Rs.44,20,000.00 23.06.2026
B) M/s Banerjee Fertilizer, Mr. Timir Baran Banerjee, Mr. Sisir Kumar Banerjee & Mrs. Nilima Banerjee| A.D.S.R.0.Kharagpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local), JL No. 385, Khatian No. RS 665, LR 876, Plot No. | B) Rs. 56,44,555.19 (Rupees Fifty Six Lakh Forty Four B) Rs.4,42,000.00 11.30 AM to
(AccountNo. 3209008700001040 & 320900NC00082429) 671, Area 0.0675 acre / 63/4 Dec., Bastu land. The said property covered by title deed no. | Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Five and Nineteen Paisa only) + C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
C) Borrower: M/s Banerjee Fertilizer, Prop. Timir Banerjee, S/o Late Anil Kumar Banerjee, Madpur, Paschim Medinipur-721149 1750/1998 dt. 22.04.1998 in the name of Sri Timir Baran Banerjee. further interest and costs “Not Known to Bank_
Mr. Timir Banerjee, S/o Late Anil Kumar Banerjee, Mouza — Madpur (Golapati Hatapara), JL No. 385, Paparara 1, Kharagpur Local, | Bound & Butted by: - North: 4ft. Road, South: Sri Abhay Sarkar & Others, East: 8ft. Road, West: | C) 25.04.2025
Paschim Medinipur, WestBengal-721149 SriNirmal Das D) Symbolic Possession
Mrs. Nilima Banerjee, W/o Timir Banerjee, Mouza — Madpur (Golapati Hatapara), JL No. 385, Paparara 1, Kharagpur Local, Paschim
Medinipur, WestBengal-721149
Mr. Sisir Kumar Banerjee, S/o Late Anil Kumar Banerjee, 135, Ground Floor, Pocket 7, Sector 24, Rohini Rethala North West Delhi -
110085
3. | A)Pakurseni (049410) Equitable mortgage of land & building located at mouza- Pakurseni, J.L. No. 525, L.R. Khatian No. | A) 08.09.2025 A) Rs.9,16,200.00 23.06.2026
B) Shri Barun Patra (A/c No. 049410NC00000311) 2489, L.R. Plot No. 1792, Area-03 decimal, ADSR- Narayangarh in the name of Barun Patra, vide | B) Rs. 25,15,928.83 (Rupees Twenty Five Lakh Fifteen B) Rs.91,620.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Shri Barun Patra, Tentulia Bhumjan, Pakurseni, P.O. Narayangarh, Paschim Medinipur- 721437 Deed no. 1-05990/2023. Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty Eight and Eighty Three Paisa C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Butted & Bounded By: North: 8 ft. Wide Road, South: Badal Patra, East: 8 ft. Wide Road, West: | only) + further interest and costs “Not Known to Bank_
Susanta Ghorai C) 28.11.2025
D) Symbolic Possession
4, | A)Jamna(199600) Equitable mortgage of land & building located at Mouza- Birunia, under P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim | A) 20.09.2019 A) Rs.11,67,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Biswanath Mandal, Archana Mandal (A/c No. 199600NC00001616) Midnapur, Pin-721124, vide Gift deed no. 1850/2017 dt. 19.05.2017, J.L. No. 414, KH.No. 107 L.R. | B) Rs. 16,96,953.00 (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Ninety Six Thousand | B) Rs.1,16,700.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Mr Biswanath Mandal, S/o Kartik Mandal, Vill. Darra, P.O. Birunia, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721124 24 HAL, Plot No. 48, Area 14.00 dec. Bastu in nature in the name of Archana Mandal, W/o | Nine Hundred Fifty Three only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Mortgagor: Mrs. Archana Mandal, W/o Biswanath Mandal, Vill. Darra, P.O. Birunia, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin- 721124 Biswanath Mandal C) 12.02.2020 “Not Known to Bank
Guarantor: Mr. Bholanath Har, S/o Mohan Har, Vill. Jamna, P.S. Pingla, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721140 Butted & Bounded By: North: Vacant land of Tapan Mandal, South: 10ft. wide panchayat Road, | D) Symbolic Possession
East: H/oBimal Patra, West: H/o Madan Patra
5. | A)BeldaPNB (121400) Equitable mortgage of land & building located at mouza- Kashimpur, under ADSR- Narayangarh | A) 13.04.2022 A) Rs.17,20,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Debashish Das & Tapan Das (A/c No. 121400NC00101452) P.S. Belda, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, J.L. No. 389, Kh. no. R.S. 104, 103, 95/1,95/2, L.R. kh.no. 207, | B) Rs. 8,98,620.00 (Rupees Eight Lakh Ninety Eight Thousand B) Rs.1,72,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Debashish Das, S/o Ban Bihari Das, Vill.+ Post- Kashimpur, P.S. Belda, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-| 208, plot no. 292, HAL kh. no-. 142, Area 4.00 dec. Bastu in nature vide gift deed no. 1823/2007 dt. | Six Hundred Twenty only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
721424 12.03.2007 in the name of Debasish Das & Tapan Das. C) 06.09.2022 “Not Known to Bank
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Tapan Das, S/o Ban Bihari Das, Vill.+ Post- Kashimpur, P.S. Belda, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721424 | Butted & Bounded By: North: Other Property of owner, South: Other Property of owner, East: | D) Symbolic Possession
Property of Arabinda Das, West: Property of Jhantu Das & Road
6. | A)Jamna(199600) Equitable Mortgage of Land & Building situated at Mouza- Bhogpur, P.S. Debra, PlotNo. 37, Khatian | A) 20.09.2019 A) Rs.12,00,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Mr. Dipankar Paine (A/c No. 199600NC00001528) No.47-RS &833—HAL, JL No. 440, under Deed No. 808/2017, Area 02.00 Dec. (Bastu). B) Rs. 18,34,349.00 (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Thirty Four B) Rs.1,20,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Sri Dipankar Paine, S/o Sri Sukhdeb Bihari Paine, At — Bhogpur, P.0. Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur -| Butted & Bounded By: North: Property of Bhabani Singha, South: Common Passage, East: | Thousand Three Hundred Forty Nine only) + further interestand | C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
721124 Property of Basudeb Paine, West: Property of Rabi Paine costs Not Known to Bank
Guarantor: Sri Sukhdeb Bihari Paine, S/o Sri Goshtha Paine, At — Bhogpur, P.O. Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur - C) 27.01.2021
721124 D) Symbolic Possession
7. | A)Jamna(199600) Residential Property at Vill. & Mouza- Mohanpur, JLNo. 42, LR Khatian No. 32, HAL LR Khatian No. | A) 03.04.2019 A) Rs.10,00,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Sk. Hasibul Rahaman (A/c No. 199600NC00001458) 449, LR Dag No. 276, P.0. Mundumari, P.S. Pingla, within Jamna GP, Dist. Paschim Medinipur- | B) Rs. 27,79,425.00 (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakh Seventy Nine | B) Rs.1,00,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Sk Hasibul Rahaman, S/o Sk Abdul Majid, at- Mohanpur, P.O. Mundumari, P.S. Pingla, Dist. Paschim| 721140 in the name of Sk Hasibul Rahaman, executed vide RSD No. 1-558/2015 dated | Thousand Four Hundred Twenty Five only) + further interestand | C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Midnapore, PIN-721140 24.02.2015, Area 4 Dec. costs “Not Known to Bank
Guarantor: Mrs Salma Bibi, W/o Sk Hasibul Rahaman, at- Mohanpur, P.O. Mundumari, P.S. Pingla, Dist. Paschim Midnapore, PIN-| Description of Adjoining Properties: - C) 20.06.2019
721140 North: Nazrul Khan, South: Sk Sabbir, East: Sk Abdul Majid, West: Panchayat Road D) Symbolic Possession
8. | A)Keshiary (232200) Equitable Mortgage of Land & Building Situated at Mouza- Talband, Vill. Talband, P.O. Amda, | A) 18.05.2023 A) Rs.16,00,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Manik Kumar Maity (A/c Nos. 2322008700007810, 232200EG00000209, 2322001L00000187, 1630008800036559) A.D.S.R.0. Kharagpur, P.S.: Keshiary, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, PIN-721133. Vide Deed No. 3736, | B) Rs. 66,81,389.93 (Rupees Sixty Six Lakh Eighty One B) Rs.1,60,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Mr. Manik Kumar Maity, Vill. /P.0. Amda, Talbandh, P.S. Keshiary, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721133 Dated 09.07.1999 executed in the name of Mr. Manik Kumar Maity, S/o Shyamapada Maity | Thousand Three Hundred Eighty Nine and Ninety Three Paisa C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Guarantor: Mr. Shaktipada Das, Vill. /P.0. Amda, Talbandh, P.S. Keshiary, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721133 consisting of RS & LR Plot No. 273 & 274, JL No. 162, Kh No. 78/4 Modifies LR Khatian No. 78/4 | only) + further interest and costs “Not Known to Bank_
bearing area 9.5 Dec. Total Area being 9.5 Dec. out of which converted to Bastu C) 13.12.2023
Boundaries: North: Shyampada Maity, South: Road, East: Bhupati Maity, West: Road D) Symbolic Possession
9. | A)Inda, Kharagpur (168710) Equitable mortgage of land & building located at mouza- Gabindapur Brahmansasan, under P.S. | Name of Account: Dhan Bhandar A) Rs.1,15,33,500.00 23.06.2026
B) Sujit Mahapatra, Proprietor of Dhan Bhandar & Sukesh Mahapatra (Proprietor of Maa Kali Bastralaya) (A/c Nos.| Narayangarh, District- Paschim Medinipur, J.L. No. 254, & Mouza- Makrampur, J.L. No. 254,R.S. | Account No. 16874015003127 B) Rs.11,53,350.00 11.30 AM to
16874015003127, 16876015001774 & 168710NC00000653, 16874015000509) khatian No. 1/15, L.R. khatian No. 118/2, HAL Khatian no. 199, Plot no. 19, R.S. Khatian No. 48,L.R. | A) 10.09.2025 B) Rs. 20,74,004.66 C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
C) Borrower: M/s Dhan Bhandar (Proprietor- Sujit Mahapatra), Village & Post- Makrampur Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, District- Paschim | Khatian No. 163 & 52, Hal LR Khatian No. 404, Plot No. 13, Deed No. 6748 dated 22.12.2009, Deed | C) 20.11.2025 D) Symbolic Possession “Not Known to Bank
Medinipur, Pin-721437 No. 2381 dated 12.05.2009, Deed No. 1946 dated 02.04.2012, Area- 05 decimal bastu in Nature in | Name of Account: Sukesh Mahapatra
Proprietor: Mr. Sujit Mahapatra, S/o Sukesh Mahapatra, Village & Post- Rampura Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, District- Paschim| the name of Sukesh Mahapatra. Account Nos. 16876015001774 & 168710NC00000653
Medinipur, Pin-721437 Butted & Bounded By: North: Property of Santanu & Atanu Mishra, South: House of Rima | A)20.11.2025 B) Rs. 27,75,029.56
Mortgagor cum Guarantor: Mr. Sukesh Mahapatra, S/o Bimalendu Mahapatra, Village & P.O. Makrampur Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, | Mahapatra, East: NH 16, West: Vacantland of owner & Bablu Manna C) 28.01.2026 D) Symbolic Possession
District- Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721437 Name of Account: Maa Kali Bastralaya
M/s Maa Kali Bastralaya, Proprietor- Sukesh Mahapatra, Village & Post- Makrampur Bazar, P.S. Narayangarh, District- Paschim Account No. 16874015000509
Medinipur, Pin-721437 A) 20.11.2025 B) Rs. 47,74,679.00
C) 28.01.2026 D) Symbolic Possession
TOTAL OUTSTANDING AMOUNT: Rs. 96,23,713.22 (Rupees
Ninety Six Lakh Twenty Three Thousand Seven Hundred
Thirteen and Paisa Twenty Two only)
10. | A) Jamna(199600) Equitable Mortgage of property located at Mouza- Gourangapur under P.S. Debra, having JL No. | A) 27.08.2018 A) Rs.27,90,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Mr. Ranjan Garu & Mrs. Anima Garu (A/c No. 199600NC00001139) 429, Khatian No. Hal: 46 & LR Khatian No. 202, Plot No. 110, Area- 03.25 Dec. (Bastu) in the name | B) Rs. 24,01,894.00 (Rupees Twenty Four Lakh One Thousand | B) Rs.2,80,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Mr. Ranjan Garu & Mrs. Anima Garu, Village- Gotgeria, P.O. Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Jamna, Dist. | of Mrs. Anima Garu, W/o Shri Ranjan Garu. Eight Hundred Ninety Four only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal (721124) Bounded by: On the North: Vacant land of Swadesh Jana, On the South: Vacant land of | C)30.01.2019 “Not Known to Bank_
Shyampada Shit, On the East: Panchayat Road, On the West: Vacantland of Supriya Sur D) Symbolic Possession
11. | A)Kharagpur EOBC (168710) Equitable Mortgage of Land & Building situated at Mouza- Safiabad, JL No. 202, IR Khatian 242, | A) 02.02.2016 A) Rs.16,00,000.00 23.06.2026
B) M/s Samanta Hardware, Prop. Lal Mohan Samanta (A/c No. 16874015000685) Modified Khatian No. 292, Plot No. 72 having total area 0.0809 acre, under Kharagpur local police | B) Rs. 14,60,222.00 (Rupees Fourteen Lakh Sixty Thousand B) Rs.1,60,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: M/s Samanta Hardware, Prop. Lal Mohan Samanta, Village - Safiabad, P.O. Matkatpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local) Paschim | station, village Safiabad & P.O. Matkatpur, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, in the name of Nalini Ranjan | Two Hundred Twenty Two only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Medinipur, Pin—-721305 Samanta Alias Kanai Lal Samanta executed vide sale deed no. 2812 dated 22.05.2012. C) 30.03.2017 Not Known to Bank
Proprietor: Shri Lal Mohan Samanta, Village - Safiabad, P.O. Matkatpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local) Paschim Medinipur, Pin—721305 Butted & Bounded By: North: Sudhir Mahesh, South: Vendors Land & Land of Harendra Nath | D) Symbolic Possession
Guarantor & Mortgagor: Shri Nalini Ranjan Samanta Alias Kanai Lal Samanta, S/o Gorachand Samanta, Village - Safiabad, P.O.| Mondal, East: 6 Feet Road, West: Vendors Land
Matkatpur, P.S. Kharagpur (Local) Paschim Medinipur, Pin-721305
12. | A)Jamna(199600) Equitable Mortgage of land & building located at Mouza- Chakchandpal under P.S. Sabang having | A) 05.07.2021 A) Rs.11,70,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Sanjay Ghorai (A/cNo. 199600NC00001670) JLNo. 162, LR Khatian No. 418 & RS Khatian No. 122, Plot No. 54 Area- 07.00 Dec. (Bastu) & 57, | B) Rs. 17,81,052.00 (Rupees Seventeen Lakh Eighty One B) Rs.1,17,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Sanjay Kumar Ghorai, S/o Narendra Nath Ghorai, Vill. Chakchandpal, P.O. Kalasbarh, P.S. Sabang, Dist. Paschim | Area- 04.00 Dec. (Bastu), vide Partition Deed No. 4617/1989 in the name of Mr. Sanjay Kumar | Thousand Fifty Two only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Medinipur, West Bengal - 721467 Ghorai, S/o Narendra Nath Ghorai. C) 10.11.2021 Not Known to Bank
D) Symbolic Possession
13. | A) Hamirpur (118920) Equitable mortgage of land & building located at Mouza- Thakurchak, under P.S. Debra, having J.L. | A) 11.10.2023 A) Rs. 35,23,500.00 23.06.2026
B) Santu Jana & Ram Pada Jana (A/cNo. 1189210031426) No. 427, Parcha kh. no. 94, L.R. KH. No. 198, plot no. 16, area 5.25 dec. Bastu in nature vide deed | B) Rs. 9,97,992.00 (Rupees Nine Lakh Ninety Seven Thousand | B) Rs. 3,52,400.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Mr. Santu Jana, S/o Rampada Jana, Vill. Thakurchak, Post- Balichak, P.S. Balichak, Dist. Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721124 | no.4137/2011, dt. 02.11.2021, in the name of Rampada Jana, s/o Late Kartik Chandra Jana Nine Hundred Ninety Two only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Rampada Jana, S/o Lt. Kartik Chandra Jana, Vill. Thakurchak, Post- Balichak, P.S. Debra, Dist.| Butted & Bounded By: North: Krista Das, South: Road, East: Haripada Jana, West: Tara pada | C) 18.03.2024 “Not Known to Bank
Paschim Midnapur, Pin-721124 Jana D) Symbolic Possession
14, | A)Jamna(199600) Residential Property (Incomplete Residential House) situated at Vill. 7 Mouza- Baitabarh, JL No. | A) 16.11.2018 A) Rs.4,90,000.00 23.06.2026
B) Susanta Dey (A/cNo. 199600NC00001412) 352, LR Khatian No. 13, HAL LR Khatian No. 78. LR Dag No. 6, P.O. Shyamchak, P.S. Debrawithin | B) Rs. 27,89,525.00 (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakh Eighty Nine B) Rs.50,000.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower: Mr. Susanta Dey, Vill. & P.O. Baitabarh, P.S. Debra, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, Jamna, Dist. Midnapore, WB-721140 Debra 2 No. GP, Dist. Paschim Medinipur, PIN-721301 in the name of Mrs. Radha Rani Dey, | Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Five only) + further interestand | C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Co-Borrower & Mortgagor: Smt. Radharani Dey, W/o Lakshmi Kanta Dey, at- Baitabarh, P.O. Shyamchak, Dist. West Midnapore executed vide Title Deed |-9415 dated 12.10.1988, Area 29 Dec. out of which 10 Dec. (Bastu). costs Not Known to Bank
Boundaries: North: Property of the Owner, South: Pond, East: Property of Rabindra Nayar, West: | C) 19.06.2019
Property of Achinta Chakraborty D) Symbolic Possession
15. | A)Nekurseni (148300) Equitable mortgage of land & Building located at mouza- Chaulia, P.S. Dantan, District- Paschim | A) 29.08.2025 A) Rs. 24,39,900.00 23.06.2026
B) Mr. Swapan Kumar Dey (A/c No. 1483009300003045) Medinipur, J.L. No. 88, Sabek Khatian No. 276/1, Sabek L.R. Khatian No. 1654, R.S. &L.R. PlotNo. | B) Rs. 6,75,402.00 (Rupees Six Lakh Seventy Five Thousand B) Rs.2,43,990.00 11.30 AM to
C) Borrower & Mortgagor: Shri Swapan Kumar Dey, Dhanhalia, P.S. Dantan, District- Paschim Medinipur, WestBengal-721426 1356, Appearing Computerized Khatian No. 2770, Area- 08 decimal, in the name of Swapan | Four Hundred Two only) + further interest and costs C) Rs.10,000.00 03.30 PM
Kumar Dey, vide Deed no. 363/2010. C) 25.11.2025 Not Known to Bank
Butted & Bounded By: North: Rekha Rani Das, South: Ratna Maity, East: Plot No.-2845, West: | D) Symbolic Possession
8 ft. Dhalai Road
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions:
1. The auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com
2. The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. Further they are requested to upload requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e Auction service provider (may take 2 working days) , the intending Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer
the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD wallet by 2 working days , the intending Bidders / Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD wallet by 22.06.2026 before the e auction Date and Time in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in Wallet must be
completed well in advance, before auction.
3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above shall be paid online through 3 mode i.e NEFT/ Cash/ Transfer (after generation of challan from (https://baanknet.com) in in bidders Global EMD Wallet, NEFT transfer can be done from any Scheduled Commercial Bank Branch. Payment of EMD by any other mode and will be credited in
bidders e-Wallet. Bidders, not depositing the required EMD online, will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money Deposited shall not bear any interest.
4. Platform (https://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction service provider M/is PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Unit 1, 3rd Floor, VIOS Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East. Mumbai-400037 (Helpdesk Number +91 8291220220, Email Id:
support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com). The intending Bidders/ Purchasers are required to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service Provider’s website https://baanknet.com This Service Provider will also provide online demonstration/ training on e-Auction on the portal.
5. The Sale Notice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available / published in the following websites/ web page portal.
1) https:/lbaanknet.com 2) https:/lwww.pnbindia.bank.in
6. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction related to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).
7.Bidder’s e-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>=EMD amount) at the time of bidding.
8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the last bid quoted and the increase in the bid amount must be of increment amount mentioned. Ten minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid and if no higher bid is offered by any bidder after the expiry of 10 minutes to the last
highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed.
9. Itis the responsibility of intending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction and follow them strictly.
10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process, bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. Details of which are available on the https://baanknet.com portal.
11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successful bidder will be informed by our above referred service provider through SMS/ email. (On mobile no/ email address given by them/ registered with the service provider).
12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price.
13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or not later than the next working day and the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of auction in the form of Banker's Cheque/ Demand Draftissued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn
infavour of “The Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be forfeited to the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim
over the forfeited amount and the property.
14. Payment of sale consideration by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194- 1Aof Income TaxAct 1961 and TDS is to be made by the successful bidder only at the time of deposit of remaining 75 % of the bid amount/ full deposit of BID amount.
15. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/ cancel/ adjourn/ discontinue or vary the terms of the auction at anytime without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.
16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act.
17. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”.
18. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
19. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidderinspect the property in consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.
20. All statutory dues/ attendant charges/ other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.
21. The Authorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect of properties
(E-Auctioned) notknown to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independentinquiries regarding the encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.
22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall not be liable for any disruption due to internet failure, power failure or technical reasons or reasons/ contingencies affecting the e-auctions.
23. Itis open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self-bid and participate in the auction. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & https://www.pnbindia.bank.in.
24. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
25. The sale shall be done by the undersigned through e auction platform at the website https://baanknet.com on 23.06.2026 at 11.30 AM to 03.30 PM
Date: 07.06.2026 Authorised Officer
Place: Circle Office, Kharagpur Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor, Circle Office, Kharagpur

STATUTORY 15/ 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) / 9(1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
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TMCgovtleft Banglaborder open,
changed Bengal demography: CM

Govtsetsup cell
to probe into
2019 CAA protest
‘vandalism’

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, June 6

LAUNCHING A scathing at-
tack, Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Saturday alleged
that West Bengal’s “demog-
raphy has changed” because
the previous Mamata Banerjee-
led Trinamool Congress (TMC)
regime kept “the Bangladesh
border open for their vote
bank” politics.

At a programme on ‘Sana-
tan consciousness and the
awakening of Ram Rajya’ in
Kolkata, Adhikari referred to
protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Actin 2019, say-
ing, “In the last few years, Ben-
gal has suffered due to appease-
ment politics... law and order
had deteriorated... In 2019
when the CAA was announced,
there were atrocities across the
state, starting from Murshida-
bad... the safety of our country
was challenged.”

“In the border, 600 km of
land should have been given to
the Border Security Force (BSF)
by the previous government,
but for their vote bank
(politics), they kept the Bangla-
desh border open and today
Bangladeshi infiltrators have
changed the demography of
Bengal. For Durga Puja, Kali
puja, Ram Navami and other
Hindu festivals, people had to
gotothe High Court toseek per-
mission to celebrate it. I have
not yet completed a month
since taking the oath (as chief
minister) but change has al-
ready arrived... You all
have given me the responsibil-
ity to stop all anti-social activ-
ities and I'will fulfil the respon-
sibility.”

Earlier in the day, following
a meeting at Nabanna, the
Chief Minister directed West
Bengal Director General of Po-

lice (DGP)tosetup aspecial cell
toinvestigate the destruction of
public properties during the
2019 CAA protests. He said that
the cost of damaged trains and
other state assets will be re-
covered from the funds and
properties of those who would
be found responsible.

Sources said that the pri-
mary focus of the investigation
would be districts where large-
scale vandalism was reported,
especially Murshidabad and
parts of Howrah.

Sources said that with the
new unit, the administration
intends to trackdown thosein-
volved in arson, looting, and
vandalism of trains and sta-
tions. The government will
legally recover the cost of pub-
lic property destruction from
theaccused, and mighteven at-
tach or sell off properties, if
necessary, sources said.

During his address, Adhi-
kari said Bengal’s youth should
know how West Bengal came
into existence.

“We got our Independence
on August 15,1947... freedom at
midnight. Before that, there
was a long struggle. The presi-
dent of the Muslim League,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, de-
manded that the whole of Ben-
gal be merged with Pakistan.
Then the protest began. On
April 4, 1947, Syama Prasad
Mukherijee held the Hindu Ma-
hasamelan in Tarakeswar. He
said thisisa Hindu Bengali and
Hinduhomeland withaHindu
majority and we will not go to
an Islamic country. Then Ben-
galwas born.”

Describing Bengal asthe na-
tion’s “cultural capital”, Adhi-
kari urged businesses to invest,
saying that “political violence
and appeasement politics are

inthe past™.
Thanking the voters of
Bhabanipur constituency,

where he defeated Mamata Ba-
nerjee in the Assembly elec-
tions, Adhikari said, “In Bhab-
anipur, you all have done
wonders. The goons have fled,
and those who are left, leave
them to me... we will revive
Bhabanipur.”

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw with CM Suvendu Adhikari at state secretariat, Saturday. i

After Vaishnaw meet, Suvendu:
Rs1lakh-cr Rly projects for state

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, June 6

WEST BENGAL CM Suvendu
Adhikari announced Saturday
that railway projects worth over
Rs 11akh crore will be under-
taken in the state following a
meeting with Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw at Nabanna
with the latter targeting the pre-
vious TMC regime for allegedly
delaying several railway and
Metro projects.

After arriving in Kolkata,
Vaishnaw took a Metroride, re-
viewed various railway pro-
jects, and then travelled in an
autorickshaw to meet Adhikari.

Addressingajoint press con-
ference alongwith the CM at Na-
banna, Vaishnaw underlined
that “now you (Adhikari) can
work. For so many years, devel-
opmentworkwasstopped here.”

Adhikari directed the Dis-
trict Magistrates to come up
with a “calendar” indicating
when land required for railway
projects can be handed over to
the Railways to avoid delay in
implementation. He said that

with the cooperation of the cen-
tral government, every corner
of West Bengal will now be con-
nected to the Railway map.

An investment plan of Rs 1
lakh crore was finalised at the
meeting with Vaishnaw, the CM
said. As part of the development
plan, 102 stations in Bengal will
be redeveloped as Amrit Bharat
Stations. Vaishnaw assured
there will be no fund shortage for
this project. It has also been de-
cided that 538 flyovers and
underpasses will be constructed
across the state to ease traffic
congestion, Adhikari said.

Accusingthe previous TMC
dispensation led by Mamata
Banerjee of “non-cooperation”
that has “deprived people of
Bengal of railway facilities”, the
CM said, “The state has now
begun to reap benefits of the
double-engine government.
Approval has already been
granted for 61 new railway pro-
jects in the state. If these pro-
jects are implemented, there
will be a revolutionary trans-
formation in the railway con-
nectivity system in both North

and South Bengal.”

He blamed the earlier TMC
government for taking Centre-
state relations to a “very diffi-
cult stage”. “Just as we have
provided land to the BSF to
strengthen border security, we
will similarly provide land to
the Railways for projects across
West Bengal,” Adhikari said.

Vaishnaw also accused the
previous TMC government of
delaying several railway and
Metro projects. Citing the Metro
project in Chingrighata, he said
that work on a key stretch was
delayed due to court battles.
“Projects valued at around Rs
1.02 lakh crore have been pend-
ing implementation for a long
time... Youmay recall the case of
the metro project at Chingrig-
hata, where the TMC govern-
ment pursued legal challenges
all the way to the Supreme
Court,” Vaishnaw said.

“The support of the state
government, particularly in
matters relating toland acquisi-
tion and clearances, will help us
execute projects much faster,”
he said.

Azadiy, Central Bank of India
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CENTRAL TO YOUWU SINCE 1211

Sri Bainab Ghosh,

Son of Late Manash Ghosh

Resident of Gomosto Para, P.S.- Kotwali
P.O. & Dist- Jalpaiguri, West Bengal- 735101

Mrs. Ananya Sengupta Ghosh

W/o- Sri Bainab Ghosh,

Son of Late Manash Ghosh

Resident of Gomosto Para, P.S.- Kotwali
P.O. & Dist- Jalpaiguri, West Bengal- 735101

Sub: Demand Notice under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002
TO THE BORROWER/GRUARANTOR.

The undersigned holding the post of Chief Manager in his capacity of the Authorised Officer of Central Bank of
India under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest, 2002 (hereinafter
called the 'SARFAESIAct', for the sake of brevity) hereby issues this notice to you as follows:
You are aware that at your request, you have been granted by Central Bank of India (hereinafter called 'Bank', through its
Jalpaiguri Branch, financial assistance as detailed columns 2 to 3 of Schedule Ahereto.
The said financial assistance was sanctioned, inter alia, against security interest created in favour of Bank by executing, inter
alia, security documents in the manner as detailed/mentioned in Schedule 'B' along with details of property.
That you did not operate the account and did not repay the dues of bank as per the terms of sanction and consequently, your
account was classified a non performing asset w.e.f 18.02.2026 in accordance with the applicable guidelines issued by
Reserve Bank of India from time to time. In spite of repeated requests by Bank, you have failed to repay the dues of bank.
The facility wise details of the amount due from you are mentioned in columns 4 to 9 of Schedule Ahereto. The total amount
due against you being the sum total of all the amounts due under various financial facilities, as detailed in columns 4 to 9 of
schedule A hereto, comes to Rs.12,96,110.29 (Rupees Twelve Lakhs Ninety Six Thousand One hundred Ten and Twenty
Nine paisa only) and you have defaulted in repayment of the entire said amount.
Therefore, you are hereby called upon under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, to discharge your liabilities in full by
paying the entire amount due being Rs.12,96,110.29 (Rupees Twelve Lakhs Ninety Six Thousand One hundred Ten and
Twenty Nine paisa only) with further interest at the applicable rate/s of interest mentioned in the Schedule A from the
date of notice 21/05/2026 till the date of full and final payment along with incidental expenses, charges and costs
recoverable from you as per terms of contract and/or as per law, within sixty days from the date of this notice.
If you fail to repay to the Bank the total dues which you have been called upon to pay here in above the Bank will exercise all or
any of the rights available to it under the provisions of the SARFAESI Act read with the Rules framed thereunder.
You are also put on notice that in terms of Section 13(13), you are legally bound not to transfer the secured assets detailed in
Schedule 'B', by way of sale, or otherwise, without obtaining prior written consent of the bank.
Your attention is also drawn to Section 29 of SARFAESI Act which provides that any contravention of provisions of this
SARFAESI Actamounts to an offence punishable with imprisonment up to one year or fine or both.
This notice of demand is issued without prejudice to and shall not be construed as waiver of any other rights or remedies which
the bank has already exercised and/ or may exercise, including any legal action for recovery of the said dues and also for further
demands for the sum that may be found /fall due and payable by you to us.
Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002 in respect of time available to you to
redeemthe secured assets.

Schedule- ‘A’
Details of financial facilities sanctioned and availed AND the details of the amount due

Type of financial facility sanctioned and availed — Cent Mortgage Rs. 25,50,000.00 Loan Account Number-4006780052

Amount of the financial facility sanctioned -Rs. 25,50,000.00

Total amount of ledger balance outstanding on the date of notice- Rs. 12,41,930.29

The date up to which the interest has been charged in the ledger: 31/01/2026

IRNE NN

Amount of interest EXCLUDING PENAL INTEREST, if any, from the date the interest was last charged in the ledger Rs.
53209.00 to the date of notice.

[=2)

Rate of interest with periodicity of compounding at which amount in column (6) has been calculated- 11.20 %

7 | Amount of penal interest charged without compounding from the date the penal interest was last charged up to date of
notice — Rs. 971.00

8 | Incidental expenses, charges, and costs, if any, as per law/terms of sanction-Nil

9 | Total amount due up to the date of noticed Rs.12,96,110.29

Schedule- 'B'
(Details of Security Documents executed by the borrower)
Date and nature of document (mortgage deed/ deeds/ hypothecation deed/ deeds etc.) by which the assets mentioned in
Column 1 of this table are secured. In case of equitable mortgage, give particulars of EM.

1 |Original Title Deed No. 1/4478 Dated.18/12/2015 (Executed by Sri Bainab Ghosh)

Schedule-'C'

(Detailed description of the secured asset/ Mortgaged Property/ Hypothecated Goods)
Immovable asset:
Alithat piece and parcel of land measuring about 0.04 acres comprised in R.S Khatian No.17168 & 1370 corresponding
to L. R. Khatian No. 3072 appertaining to R.S. Plot No. 2337 corresponding to L.R. Plot No. 2445, Mouza- Kharia, Sheet
No. 26, JL No.7, P.S.-Kotwali, Dist- Jalpaiguri over which a two storied Pucca residential building of 500 square feet on
each floor with Puccaroof on the ground Floor and tine shed on the first floor and which is butted and bounded by-
On the North : House of Manash Ghosh, On the South : House of Gopal Banik, On the East : 10 ft. wide Pucca
Road, On the West : Land of Manash Ghosh
Movable asset

Detailed description of all Hypothecated movable assets-N/A

Date : 06.06.2026 Authorised Officer

Place: Jalpaiguri Central Bank of India

GATI SHAKTI VISHWAVIDYALAYA

(A Central University under the Ministry of Railways, Government of India)

Lalbaug, Vadodara, Gujarat 390004
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GSV/Acad/Admissions-2026 07.06.2026
Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV), Vadodara is a Central University established by an Act of Parliament vide Central
Universities (Amendment) Act 2022. The University is sponsored by the Ministry of Railways, Govt. of India. Being a
University of first-of-its-kind, GSV focuses on transport and logistics related education, multidisciplinary research and
with a big mandate for executive training.
Applications are invited for admission to the following academic programmes across Engineering and Management
disciplines forthe AY 2026-27:
Discipline Level Program Duration | No. of Seats Entrance Test
B.Tech. in Civil Engineering 4 Year 60
(Specialization: Rail Engineering)
B.Tech. in Electronics and Communication | 4 Year 60
Engineering (Specialization: Rail
Engineering)
B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering 4 Year 60
(Specialization: Rail Engineering) JEE (Main) 2026 Admission
) ) — through JOSAA. Visit JOSAA
Technology (RL;nﬂle;r-gPr?ju;ﬁs) B.Tech. in Electrical Engineering 4 Year 60 website https:/josaa.nic.in/
g g (Specialization: Rail Engineering) for details.
B.Tech. in Artificial Intelligence & Data 4 Year 60
Science (Specialization: Transportation
and Logistics)
B.Tech. in Aviation Engineering 4 Year 40
B.Tech. in Maritime Engineering 4 Year 30
MBA (Logistics and Supply Chain 2 Year 30
Post-Graduate Management) MBA (LSCM) - CUET-PG/
Management {Regular Programs) XAT | CAT [ MAT
MBA (Ports and Shipping Logistics) 2 Year 30
Technology! Doctoral Ph.D (Engineering / Management) with a focus on Transportation &
Management | (Regular Programs) | Logistics GSV Entrance Test

Executive Programs —
Exclusively for Working Professionals

Discipline

Program Duration | No. of Seats Entrance Test

Technology Post-Graduate

M.Tech (Intelligent Transport 3 Year 30

Systems)

M.Tech (Railway Engineering) 3 Year 30

GSV Entrance Test
M.Tech (Bridge and Tunnel 3 Year 30

Engineering)

M.Tech (Roads and Highway 3 Year 30

Engineering)

Management Post-Graduate

MBA (Logistics and Supply Chain
Management)

MBA (Multi-modal Transportation)

MBA (Metro Rail Management)

GSV Entrance Test

MBA (Aviation and Operations
Management)

MBA (Infrastructure Asset
Management)

MBA (Digital Maritime) Z Year 20

Technology/

Management Doctoral

Ph.D (Engineering / Management) with a focus on Transportation &
Logistics (Exclusively for Working Professionals in Govt. / Industry / PSU,
R&D organisations, Laboratories, Defence Forces, NGOs, and Banking /
Finance Institutions)

GSV Entrance Test

For Post-Graduate and Doctoral Program, Apply online at GSV Admission Portal: https://gsvadm.samarth.edu.in
For Application procedure and detailed information, visit the University website: https:/igsv.ac.in
Contact us at: admissions@gsv.ac.in for any admission related query / information

(
b

KEY HIGHLIGHTS )

* The only University in India exclusively focused on fransport and logistics education.

+ Excellent Placement Performance for B.Tech Graduates of the 2026 Batch

* Multi-disciplinary programmes based on demand-driven curriculum addressing industry needs.

* Innovation Led & Industry Driven University with strong emphasis on industry connect.

» Collaborations with top Industry and Higher Education Institutes.

= Highly experiential and unique interdisciplinary pedagogical approach incorporating latest technologies.

* Financial support to Meritorious and needy students — (a) through GSV Financial Aid (upto 20% of students);
(b) Corporate scholarships (Airbus, Siemens, CWC, Plasser, etc.).

» High-quality and experienced faculty with global exposure.

* Focus on 21st century skills: communication, critical thinking, innovation and design thinking.

+ Project-based teaching-learning and well-structured internships at Indian Railway establishments and other
sector-specific organizations.
» State of the art railways facilities and lab infrastructure.

+ Excellent Hostel facilities for the UG students, female PG students, and PhD Research Scholars (for regular

students only).

» Career Development Centre that enables professional development and career planning.

Kolkata



6 JUNE72026

West Bengal

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HEAD CONSTABLE HARI SINGH, PMG 79 BN BSF
18.07.1949-07.06.1984
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security
‘|Force remember its gallant Jawan Head Constable
Hari Singh on his Balidan Diwas. On 04th June 1984,
he sustained grievous bullet injuries while fighting
militants in Amritsar, Punjab. He fought bravely but later succumbed
to his injuries at General hospital, Amritsar on 07th June 1984. His
sacrifice and gallant action have been aptly recognized by GOI by
awarding him with PMG (Posthumously).

Director General and

A J ﬂ all Ranks of Border
. = ingr ) - Security Force
- _'/ a ‘ et remember its gallant

| TN ) Jawans Constables

- = o fRajender Singh,
— || || - UVirender and Dalbir
CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE |Singh on their
RAJENDER VIRENDER ||DALBIR SINGH|Balidan Diwas. On
SINGH 108 BN BSF || 108 BN BSF |this  day, they
108 BN BSF || 17 03.1972- || 01.07.1968- [sustained ~grievous
})‘;%%12%%' 07.06.2000 || 07.06.2000 |injuries, while
- fighting with

militants in area of Gajna Kopra Top, Jammu and madeultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty.

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES
CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office: Block No. 14/1,
Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar
Ph. 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

TENDER NOTICE NO:GMSCL/D-29/2026-27

After Firhad's exit,
govtnoticeto
KMC asks why
board should not
be dissolved

Kolkata: The West Bengal gov-
ernment has asked the KMC to
explain why its board should
not be dissolved, issuing a
show-cause notice after senior
TMC leader Firhad Hakim re-
signed as mayor on Friday.
The Urban Development
and Municipal Affairs Depart-
ment served a show-cause no-
tice on the KMC under provi-
sions of the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation Act, 1980, direc-
ting it to explain within three
days why action should not be
initiated against the civic body.
In the notice, BJP govern-
ment contended KMC was fail-
ing to discharge its obligations
towards residents and that the
mayor’s resignation could ad-
versely affect its functioning. Of-
ficials said copies of the notice
were sent to municipal commis-
sioner, municipal secretary and
other authorities concerned.PTI

THE IMD has forecast heavy rain-
fall,accompanied by thundersto-
rmsand lightning, in parts of West
Bengal over the next seven days.

KOLKATA MAY see brief but in-
tense spells of rain, particularly
during the afternoon and evening.

HEAVY RAIN warning issued for

Spell of relief

A spell of shower brings relief amid scorching heat in Kolkata,
Saturday. Express

Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri,

Alipurduarand Cooch Behar
districts from June 7 onward.

INHOWRAH, Hooghly North
& South 24 Parganas, thunder-
storms accompanied by light-
ning, winds reaching 40-50

kmph are likely in coming days.

Tenders areinvited online from reputed Manufacturers/formulators/ Direct
importers for Liquid Medical Oxygen (06 Zone) on Rate contract basis
and details of specification, quantity is available on,
https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in All tender documents can be downloaded
free onthe website: https://tender.nprocure.com Interested bidders are
requested to submit the tender through e-tender process.

Duration of downloading of tender document (online):-06/06/2026 to
22/06/2026 up to 18.00 Hrs

1
@I

25001/305/2627

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA

email- serwsbd2003 @yahoo.com

Letter No. 2570

. Name of the Work

Last date for Submission (online): 22/06/2026 up to 18-00 HRS

Last date for submission of EMD/Tender Fee (Physical): 23/06/2026 upto
18:00 HRS

Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 24/06/2026 At 15-00 HRS.

Pre-Consultation meeting (Pre-Bid)
Interested Manufactures/formulators/Direct Importers are requested to
remain present for pre- Consultation meeting to be held on 12/06/2026 at
11.30 am at Committee room at above mentioned address. Only one
representative from each Manufacturer carrying authority letter would be
allowed to participate in the pre-bid.

INF-517-2026-27 MANAGING DIRECTOR

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH GePNIC e Procurement Notice
: Construction of Road Works - 02 Nos.

Date: 03/06/2026

1
2. Class of Contractor : “A” Class & Special Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authority.
3. Esti d Cost : Various from Rs.466.36 Lakhs to Rs.851.34 Lakhs (Approximately).
4. Details Projects : As per Annexure attached.
Procurement Bid Availability of Last Date & Date & Time of
Officer Identification Tender on-line Time of seeking opening of
No. for bidding tender tender
From To darifieation 1 cal Bid | Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction | CCERWCSBD - | 10.06.2026 |30.06.2026 |  29.06.2026 01.07.2026 To be
Engineer, Rural Works Online - at up to up to at intimated
Circle, Sunabeda 22/2026-27 11.00 AM. | 5.00 P.M. 2.00 P.M. 11.00 AM. separately

OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0031

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in
6. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site.

Chief Construction Engineer
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

Sd/-

Bhangar blast: NIA
gets 14-day custody of
TMC ex-MLA Saokat

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, June 6

A SPECIAL court Saturday
granted the NIA 14-day custody
of former TMC MLA Saokat
Molla arrested in on Friday con-
nection with the Bhangar
bomb blast case.

The Kolkata City Sessions
Court has also ordered that the
mobile phones of the other ac-
cused can be sent for forensic
testing to investigate any com-
munications that may have
taken place between Saokat
and the other accused.

The NIA produced Saokat at
the court amid tight security
Saturday morning.

Appearing for Saokat Molla,
Advocate Suman Das sub-
mitted, “The case was started on
thebasis of one Asadul Mondal’s
statement saying he heard a
blastand informed the local po-
lice station. The FIR was against
unknown persons; some ac-
cused werearrested. Duringthe
bomb blast he [Saokat] was an
MLA with Z plus security soitis
not possibletodosuch athing.”

Hesaid, “In NIA's report itis
just stated he was arrested and
mobile seized and sent for
forensic. He is not connected
with the blast, he was at his resi-
dence which was miles away
and had no information regard-
ing the blast.”

On the other hand, the NIA
counsel Shyamal Ghosh sub-
mitted, “Three persons ar-
rested; one in police custody
and two in judicial custody.
Molla was arrested yesterday.
At this early stage we require
him for investigation. The per-
sons making the bomb and the

NIA officials escort TMC former MLA Saokat Molla who was
produced before a court in Kolkata, Saturday. parTHa paUL

involvement of this person
[Saokat] is there. He was very
much involved, and the ac-
cused have followed the in-
structions of the accused. We
have seized the mobile phones
for investigation; also the pen
drive hasbeen recovered. Molla
isaninfluential person...ifheis
released he will tamper with
evidence and also try to in-
fluence witnesses.”

The NIA had been tracking
Saokat for a long time in con-
nection with the Bhangar blast
case, and he was officially de-
clared an absconder two days
ago. There are allegations that
Saokat had planned to flee to
Bangladesh during this period.
He was spotted near Chonak-
hali, close to the International
Border in the South 24 Parga-
nas district.

Local residents recognised
him and began protesting, forc-
ing Saokat to turn his car
around. Later on Friday night,
he was arrested from the Ruby

area. Sources claim he was on
his way to the NIA office to sur-
render when he was inter-
cepted and arrested along the
route by NIA officers.

Early on Saturday, pro-
testers raised slogans against
Saokat Molla outside the NIA
office in New Town. Many were
spotted with fish and eggs in
their hands, while some were
seen dancingtoasongwith the
lyrics ‘machh chor’ (fish thief).

Meanwhile, some BJP wor-
kers also staged protests against
Saokat on the court premises.

On Saturday afternoon,
chaos ensued when the NIA ve-
hicle carrying Saokat left the
court to take the accused for a
medical examination at a Bid-
hannagar hospital. Upon spot-
ting the NIA vehicle, the pro-
testers chased it and some
started banging on the car win-
dows. Meanwhile, slogans of
“chor, chor” (thief) were raised
as officials escorted Saokat
under heavy police security.

E-AU ch 0 N a) Name & Address of the Location and Details of the Property Outstanding Dues a) Reserve Price a) Date & Time
- D =0 b n ti n L b nk Borrower / Guarantors as per 13(2) Nolice (in Lakh) of E-auction
'Cla'lﬂ 'EIQ'IEIH al<h pn pun]o QlioNG Q SQLE b) Name of the Branch for which Property b) EMD (in Lakh)
T AR TUEH) (Govt. of India Undertaking) ¢) Property ID is being sold c) Bid Multiplier b) Detail of
( ittt - ) : 9) NOT'CE (in Lakh) Encumbrances
ARMB . NORTH 24 PARG ANAS 7. | a) Mis. Loke Nath Hossiery All that piece and parcel of Land and single_ stories building situated Rs. 55,8?,!:.‘;49.07 a) Rs. 83.58 Lakh a) 23.06.2026
. ] el b at Mouza - Sekenderpur, J.L. No. 35, Touzi No. 13, Dag No. 2075, | with further interest From
48-A, Jessore Road, Barasat (Near Seth Pukur), West Bengal, Pin - 700 124, Ph. : 033 2584 4169, E-mail : cs8291@pnb.bank.in Mr. Amal Banik 2102, 2104, 2129, 2136, 2482, 2520, 2623, 1791, 1792, Khatian |and expensesw.ef.| b)Rs.8.36Lakh | 11:00 AM.
No. 1024, P.O. + P.S. - Haringhata, Pin - 741 257, Kastodanga 1 08.07.2019 to
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION SALE OF IMMOVABLE / MOVABLE PROPERTIES Mr. Sankar Sarkar No. Gram Panchayet. Total area of Land 405 Decimal. Property in c) Rs. 0.50 Lakh 04:00 P.M.
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconsturction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest tha name:of Mr. Sankar Sarkarby cale Lised bo. LS8z of THRS.
act 2002 read with provison to Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | Bounded by : On the North : Panchayet Road, On the South ; Single b) Not known
A E 53 y ; 3 : Parganas storied building of Haripada Sarkar, O the East : Agriculture land, to Bank
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable properties Mortgaged / Charged On the West - Single Storied building of Nibas Sarkar
to the Punjab National Bank (Secured Creditor), the possession (Physical / Constructive mentioned against each property) of which has been taken by the Authorized ) PUNBABA40470749 {Under Symbolic Possession)
Officer of Punjab National Bank, will be sold on “As is where is", “As is what is", and "Whatever there is” on below mentionaed dates, for recovery of under mentioned
dues & further interest, charges and coslts etc. due to Punjab National Bank from the Borrowers and Guarantors as detailed below. The Reserve Price and Earnest | g, a) Sh. Dilip Sarkar All that piece and parcel of Equitable Mortgage of Land and building | Rs. 28,94,054.60 a) Rs. 59.09 Lakh a) 23.06.2026
money Deposit (EMD) amount for each property has been fumished below. Smt. Sutapa Sarkar in respect of the plot of land measuring 3.068 Decimal, lying and | with further interest From
The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Web Portal (https://baanknet.com). The General Public is invited to bid either (Co-Borrower) situated at Mouza - Mirzapur, J.L. No. 41 under Police Station - | and expenses w.e.f. b) Rs. 6.00 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
personally or by duly authorised agent. Basirhat, Dist - North 24 Parganas of LR Khatian No. Dag no. 538 01.10.2021 to
— b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 & 555, ADSR - Basirhat. The Deed No. being 1-3784 for the year c) Rs. 0.50 Lakh 04:00 P.M.
Last Date of Submission of EMD and Documents : 23.06.2026 upto 4.00 P.M. Parganas ' 2007, Property owned by Mr. Mihir Biswas, S/o. Debidas Biswas.
: {Under Symbolic Possession) b) Mot known
EMD to be deposited BAANKNET Portal : https://baanknet.com <) PUNB6I654898642 to Bank
Contact Details of Authorised Officer : 9. | a) Mis. Mondal Enterprise All that piece and parcel of Land and Building situated at Holding / | Rs. 22,71,084.00 | a)Rs. 15.07 Lakh | a) 23.06.2026
Deepak Kumar Sah, Mobile : 98846 77251, e-mail : cs8291@pnb.bank.in Premises No, 3954, Baraberia Santoshpur Road, Kolkata - 700 121 | with further interest From
Ashiruddin Mondal P.S. - Amdanga, Dist - North 24 Parganas, P.O. Mouza - Baraberia, | and expenseswef | b)Rs. 1.51 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
Sl a) Name & Address of the Location and Details of the Property Outstanding Dues a) Reserve Price a) Date & Time Berabaria Gram Panchayet, Re. Sa. No. 230, J.L. No, 72, Sabek 01.04,2018 to
No. Borrower [ Guarantors as per 13(2) Notice (in Lakh) of E-auction Sri Asiruddin Mondal Touzi No. 146, Hal 3, C.5. Khatian No. 91, RS/ LR Dag No. 3899, c) Rs. 0,10 Lakh 04:00 P.M.
b) Name of the Branch for which Property h) EMD (in Lakh) Bastu Land, measuring an area of 5 Cottah with one stories pucca
¢) Property ID is being sold t) Bid Multiplier b) Detail of b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | building on the said land, in the name of Asiruddin Mondal by virtu b) Not known
) Property (in Lakh) Encumbrances Parganas of Gift Deed No. 150106677 of the year 2016, which is butted and to Bank
n : On the North - 30 ft wi an rR n th
1. | a) M/s. Popular Hatchery & All that piece and parcel Equitable mortgage of Land & two storied | Rs. 33,41,422.72 a) Rs. 31.43 Lakh | a) 23.06.2026 c) PUNBABA4032874801 'g’,gﬂthd_"ﬂé’ ﬂd?p\he: {A;ed) AﬁOOr, mieEist tnﬁgp:m_ ;ﬁg& (OAyeda]
Mursing Point building bearing Deed No. 668 dated 12.03.1977. Deed No. 1323 |with further interest From Ali, On the West - L'O Md AhEdI(Ayed] Ali.
Md. Sariful Alam dated 21.07.1997, Deed No. 771 dated 13.03.1977 & Deed No. 856 |and expensesw.ef. | b)Rs.3.15Lakh | 11:00 AM. {Under Symbolic Possession)
Md. A H . dated 19.05.1981 at Mouza - Paltadanga, J.L. No. 40, Touzi Mo. 146 31.01.2013 to
s AMOWANTIOSSaIN RS No. 309, Dag No. 152-153 &156, Khatian No. 38 & 336, Hal ¢) Rs. 0.20 Lakh 04:00 PM.  [10,| a) Mrs. Manjura Khatun Bibi | All that piece and parcel of Equitable Morlgage of Land and Building | Rs. 28,74,962.79 | a)Rs. 30.62 Lakh | a)23.06.2026
B) Brahch : ARME - Nortii 24 | fhavan Mo. 85 under Fal Beliaghata Gram Panchayat, P.S. - Md. Mazahar Ali there on situated at Mouza - Chandipur, LR Khatian No. 1565, RS |with further interest From
Parganas’ Barasal, North 24 Parganas. The Property is situaled on 16 FL wide b) Not known & LR Dag No. 86 under Baduria Police Stalion, Area of Land 10 |and expenses we.f. | b) Rs. 3.07 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
g Fanchyat Road, standing in the name of Md. Anowar Hossain & to Bank b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | Decimal Bastu Land out of total 12 Decimal total land vide Gift Deed 31.05.2025 to
) PUNBABA40455758 Md. Faruk Hoﬁs_alﬂ. Slo. LE! Mohammad Mondal, Area 22 Decimal. Parganas ’ MNa. 10410 of the year 2014 registerad at Baduria ADSRO, Recorded c) Rs. 0.25 Lakh 04:00 P.M.
& (Under Symbolic Possession) in Book Na. 1, Vol No. 22 at Page No. 7376 to 7392. Property is
2. | a) Medmark Pharma Division | Al that piece and parcel Flat No. 101 on the 1st fioor of the building | Rs. 38,40,584.63 | a) Rs.21.02 Lakh | a) 23.06.2026 c) PUNBABA40344000 {rethie yeomw of M. Masate A0 £ ropsty bn buted v o i Bpikalowg
No. 32 Type B having super build up area of 639 Sq.it. more or less |with further interest From E;ét e 12yFt i el Passaye Wepst by e NG, o Ban
Mr. Dipankar Mitra together with undivided proportionate share of land together with | and charges w.e f. b) Rs. 2,11 Lakh 11:00 A.M. MazedyAli (u nder Symbolic Posses%ién] Y o) )
common facilities easement general common area situated at B. T 01.10.2021 to i Y
Sri Ujjwal Kanti Bhaumik ?:?;#%5&:‘13”;?1 a-t_:::gag*z 5gi‘\:‘irti?na?:;i;aquiﬁ?;;:t?tﬁing?d c) Rs. 0.20 Lakh 04:00PM  [44,| 5) M/s. Rajib Dairy Farm Property | : All the part & parcel of Land & Building situated at | Rs. 46,24,128.52 Property | : a) 23.06.2026
2 h ’ x : Mouza- Ghoshpur, P.S. - Baduria, Dist - North 24 Pgs, J.L. No. 1, |with further interest From
b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | No. 3, Holding No. 29 F (new) Panihati, P.S. - Khardah, Dist - North b) Not known Samsur Rahman Mondal total area of Ianc? measuring 27 Decimal |.e. measuring S1134"2 decimal |and expenses w.e.f. %) Rx. 40,10 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
Parganas 24 Parganas commonly known as Peerless Nagar Vide Deed No, to Bank in Dag No. 498 appertaining to RS Khatian No. 1125, LR Khatian 08.08.2017 b) Rs. 4.02 Lakh to
5156/2007 dated 07.056.2007, in the name of Ujjwal Kanti Bhaumik. Sri Abdul Sattar Mondal No. Kri 1268 and the rest 13-1/2 Decimal in Dag No. 498 appertaining 04:00 P.M.
c) PUNBABA40479086 (Under Symbolic Possession) to RS Kh No. 1125, LR Khatian No. Kri 1263, 1264, situated within Dakshin Chatra Gram |  ¢) Rs. 0.25 Lakh
3. | a) Samir Golder All that piece and parcel of Bastu Land with building thereon | Rs. 14,36,851.75 | a) Rs. 14.58 Lakh | a) 23.06.2026 =i Rabn Adhikary Paneyet syl vide e Den N, POt R amer 00 Premmtremned poanmins | Miiives
measuring about 2.475 Satak lying and situated, Mouza - Tatraneora, | Plus Interest and From b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 Y 3 ) ) . a) Rs. 20.40 Lakh
Guarantor : Pinki Golder J.L. No. 93, RS Khatian 1298, LR khatian 3242, 3416, New own LR | expenses w.e.f. b) Rs. 1.46 Lakh 11:00 A.M. P & Property Il : All the part & parcel of Land situated at Mouza - Ghoshpur, P.S. - Baduria, L
Khatian 9606, 9607 (as per Mulation Certificate dated 23.09.2016) |  01.08.2022 to arganes Dist - North 24 Parganas, J.L. No. 1 measuring 15 Decimal (alongwith buikling measuring |\ o 5 54 4xh
b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | RS & LR Dag No. 3978 under the local Jurisdiction of Ward No. 19 ) Rs. 0.10 Lakh 04:00 P.M. PUNBABAL0389353 400 Sq.ft.) in RS & LR Dag No. 538 appertaining to RS Khatian No. 840, LR Khatian e
Parganas of Basirhat Municipality, P.S. & ADSR - Basirhat vide Sale Deed MNo. ;LNMCMQZH!M 18 No. Kri 834 situated within Dakshin Chatra Gram Panchayat. Registered vide Sale Deed ¢) Rs. 0.20 Lakh
151105188 for the year 2015 registered in Book No. 1, CD Volume b) Not known PUNB4C849226912 Mo. 1-03200 for the year 2011, Property owned by Samsur Rahman Mondal. B
c) PUNBABA40422653 No, 1511-2015, Page from 31863 to 31883 at ADSRO - Basirhat, to Bank Property Ill : All the part & parcel of Land situated at Mouza - Ghoshpur, P.S. - Baduria, | Property l:
The Property is butted and bounded by : North - Property of Dipak Dist - North 24 Pgs, J.L. No. 1, Touzi No. 2159, Re. Su. No. 215, appertaining to RS | a) Rs. 12.20 Lakh
Mukherjee, South - Property of Anjali Mukherjee, East - Property of Khatian No, 840, LR Khatian No. Kri 852, RS & LR Dag No. 176, measuring 41 Decimal
Seller, West - 6 Ft. wide Tantra Neora New Road. situated within Chatra Gram Panchayat. Registered vide Sale Deed Mo. I-08630 for the | b} Rs. 1.22 Lakh
The Property is in the name of (1) Samir Golder (2) Pinki Golder. year 2008. Property owned by Samsur Rahman Mondal.
(Under Symbolic Possession) {Under Symbolic Possession) c) Rs. 0.10 Lakh
4. |a) M/s. Bidyadhari Feed All that piece and parcel of Equitable Mortgage of Land and Building | Rs. 27,41,175.88 a) Rs. 29.91 Lakh a) 23.06.2026 = . : : i
Centre RCC structure, in the name of Matyafeque Ahmad, S/o. Late Firoj | with further interest From 12:).8) Sk Moman 2;’;?;{9‘ é::e“::; %ﬁ;é?ﬁ{;ﬂgg;ﬁ: gu'dz? E}_:ii?ﬁ:;’gjﬁ:ﬁ“ Rs. 8'3;’360‘00 Property | : a) 2:;’:‘2_':025
Ahmad at Mouza - Atghara, P.S. - Haroa, J.L. No. 64 Hal Touzi No. | and charges w.e.f. |  b) Re. 3.00 Lakh H:00AM: Guarantor : Sekh Mahasin thereon measuring about 8 Salak lying & situated al Mouza - Samiz? Rs. 23,85,543.50 8] Fim. 24,55 L aikh 11:00 A.M
Motyafeaque Ahmed 586, 616, LR Khatian No. 552/1, LR Dag No. 479, 481, 81/738, Total 01.08.2021 to : oA 39 R y r? Sesespabirnt copte Bl betioks natinio -
area of Land 19 Decimal Bastu Land vide Deed No. 5860 of the year c)Rs. 0.20 Lakh | 04:00 P.M. Bl Branch:: ARMB < North28 | Kot o a3i LR OWn Khemor N . Do b LB Dt Mo 381, | oo | b) Rév2.49 Lakh 0400 P
Faruk Ahamed 1996 registered at ADSRO - Deganga, Book No. 1, Vol No. 104, ). Branch: s aian No.sa 1, Lis Lwn Khatlen No. d4., g 20, e OXpeTER s e
Page No. from 95 to 104 & Parcha No. 1504061, dated 19.03.2009, b) Not known Parganas under the local jurisdiction of P.8. - Haroa, Dist - North 24 Parganas, 01.09.2022 ¢) Rs. 0.20 Lakh
; _ Property is butted & bounded on the : North - by boundary wall to Bank vide Gift Deed No. 151004334 for the year 2022 recorded oin Book b) Not known
bl Sxahah : ARMB “NOMIRE | & ihare ahier sligle sioried Bullding of Rakir All Soub by bourders c) PUNB3T55265101501 & | No. 01, Volume No. 1510-2022, Pages from 107642 to 107654 at ADSRO - Deganga. to Bank
arganas & there after single storied building of other, Eést - by boundary wall PUNBABA40343080 Bourndaries : North - Property of Bhasker Sekh, South - Property of Chatter Sekh,
¢) PUNBABA40482622 & there after vacant land of jogi Ahamad , West - by common passage East - Praoperty of Aktar Sekh, West - Property of other Dag. (under Symbolic Possession)
& there after single storied building of Wazed Ali. Property Il : All that piece & parcel of Dokan & Hat Land measuring 4 Satak, lying & Property Il :
(Under Symbolic Possession) situated at Mouza - Samla, J.L. No. 55, Touzi No. 23, Old Khatian No. 442/1, new own | 4y Rs. 18.29 Lakh
5. |a) M/s. M. P. Fish Suppliers Property I : All that piece and parcel of two storied residential building | Rs. 38,40,584.00 Property | : a) 23.06.2026 I[E pé’;:t'ﬁg Nf;a?(sasre[a::;? E :: ?‘?E‘:::arjog TEsS&tzaazfﬁ:L: :tast;cigkc]eur:ﬂz?l?gé lIQ‘:’Sca‘%I
of area measuring GF-463.5 Sq.ft., FF-590.33 Sq.ft. & stair head |with further interest From it Bl it i Bt rebopulbi e o SrlimelibSes b) Rs. 1.83 Lakh
Manirul Molla area 154 .43 Sq.ft. On 04 Decimal (as per Parcha) Bastu land situated |and expenses wef | a) Rs.15.70 Lakh 11:00 A.M. ! 2015 : ded in Book No. 1. CD Vol g N '02 B P 3151 to 3163 at
at Mouza - Baganati, J.L. No. 25, Touzi No. 587/616, LR Dag No. 08.07.2010 to yoaf v PRCOFGBELIN BADK O L aume Na. Vs, Fages irom 0 & c) Rs. 0.10 Lakh
gé \ 1 - it 9 ADSRO - Deganga. Boundaries : North - Property of Sekh Ajij, South - Property of Sekh
Moshhed Hossain 21' 97. ::R Iél;atl;gl‘-lnb?s‘l&#al Khlajt_latn ﬁo'ﬁizz‘:'g“n the I'mg.nf b) Rs. 1.57 Lakh 04:00 P.M. lias, East - I'-"rc:pn‘:*ri'n_.r of Sekh Mosaraf, West - Property of Sekh Mohidullah
onapukur GP. P.O. + P.S, - Haroa, Dist - No arganas, Pin- : F % ! *
Toddes Hossain 743 425, Deed No. 1-1440 of 2000. Property in the name of Monirul c)Rs. 0.10 Lakh | b) Not | {under Symbolic Possession)
Molla. to Bank 13.| a) Mis. Terra Art Centre All that part and parcel of Bastu Land & Building there on measuring | Rs. 77,23,094.36 | a)Rs.7.05Lakh | a)23.06.2026
b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | Property Il : Equitable mortgage of Vacant Land lying & situated at Property Il : land about 1 Katha 6 Chittack 36 Sq.ft. along with approx. 247 ft. |with further interest From
Parganas Mouza - Baganati, P.O. + P.S. - Haroa, Dist - North 24 Parganas, Sri Maloy Dutta structure, lying and situated at Mouza - Hridaypur. Paragana- |and expensesw.ef | b)Rs. 0.71 Lakh 11:00 A.M.
Pin - 743 425, J.L. No. 25, Touzi Ne. 23, RS & LR Dag No.197, LR a) Rs. 3.87 Lakh Anowarpur, Touzi No. 146, J.L. No. 41, Re. Sa. No. 242, Sabek 01.10.2021 to
c) PUNBABA4035767202 Khatian No. 819 under Sonapukur Gram Panchayet. Tolal area of Smt. Rupali Dutta Khatian No. 252, RS Khatian No. 852, LR Khatian No. 356, New ¢) Rs. 0.10 Lakh 04:00 P.M.
Land 07 Deci‘rnai Deed Na. |-1350 of ‘2015 & Property is in the b) Rs. 0.39 Lakh Now Rupali Deb own LR Khatian No. 807/1 (as per Mutation Certificate, in the name
name of Monirul Molla. The Property is bounded : On the North- of Kisholoy Dutta), 1278/1 (as per Mutation Certificate in the name b) Not known
Froperty of Mohiuddin Molla, On the South - by Property of Julfikar, ¢) Rs. 0.10 Lakh Sri Chandan Dutta name of Chandan Dutta), 1428/1 (as per Mutation Certificate in to Bank
On the East - Property of Motaleb Molla & on the West - 8 ft wide the name of Moloy Dutta) 783/1 (as per Mutation Certificate in the
Road. Sri Kisholoy Dutta name of Arati Dutta), RS Dag Mo. 270, LR Dag No. 958, marked
(Under Symbelic Possession) as Plot No. A delineated in shetch map annexed with Deed, under
6. |a) M/s. New Mehnaz Property I : All that piece and parcel of Land with shop room thereon | Rs. 51,11,389.71 Property | : a) 23.06.2026 b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 | local jurisdiction of Holding No. 44, Hartinath Sen Road, Ward No.
Enterprises measuring 2 Satak lying & situated at Mouza - Haroa, J.L. No. 65, | with further interest From Parganas 6 of Barasat Muricipality, vide Deed of Partition bearing No. 07150
Re. Sa. No. 114, Touzi No. 36, Sabek Khatian 07, Hal Krishi khatian | and expensesw.ef.| a) Rs. 9.26 Lakh 11:00 A.M. fo the year 2003, recorded in Book No. 220, Pages from 237 to 262
Duraiya Begum 429, Old Dag No. 313, New Dag No. 313/399 & 313/400 (as per 01.06.2023 to ¢) PUNBOMALOYDUTTAO at ADSRO - Barasat. o .
Parcha) New Own LR khatian 407 (as per percha) under the local b) Rs. 0.93 Lakh 04:00 P.M. The A marked property is in the name of (1) Arati Dutta,
Guarantor : Akram Ahmed jurisdiction of Haroa GP+PS - Haroa, Dist - North 24 Pargana vide (2) Chandan Dutta (3) Maloy Dutta (4) Kisholoy Dutta
(Since Deceased) Legal Heir Sale Deed No. 7875 year 1968 recorded in Book No. 01, Volume ¢} Rs. 0.10 Lakh b) Not {under Symbolic Possession)
No. 86, Pages from 132 to 133 at ADSRO - Deganga. The Property to Bank TERMS AND CONDITIONS
b) Branch : ARMB - North 24 is in the name of Akram Ahmed. The Property is butted & Property Il : i » ) . : ) .
Parganas bounded by : North - Property of Kaji Rounok, South - Market Road, The Sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further Conditions :
East - Pucca Road, West - School & Godown. a) Rs. 3.79 Lakh 1. The properties are being sold on “AS 1S WHERE IS BASIS™ and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS™ and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS"
c) PUNBABA4038501002 & Property Il : All that Pice and Parcel of dokan & hat land measuring 3 i ified i h i n i ion A i i hori
PUNGRBAIBSSSOIONT | 6o g  shiod o Houza: Haron . N85 Tes NG ) . 038 Lakh B e e a1 bt of o o i e O, e A
319, 327, 33|2, 33%, 33:}. 33‘5, 341, 3?18{359,_319;'352, 3291;4‘:;'0 Eﬁs‘ c) Rs. 0.10 Lakh 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https:/fbaanknet.com
per Deed & Porcha) under the local jurisdiction of Haroa GP, P.5 - 4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in
Haroa, Dist - 24 Parganas North vide Sale Deed No. 4563 of the 5. Bank shall not be liable for any kind of statutory dues against the property. Buyers shall be solely responsible for payment of any kind of taxes.
year 1979 recorded in Book Mo. 1, Volume Mo. 66, Pages from 93
to 85 at ADSRO - Deganga. The Property is in the name of Akram Date : 07.06.2026 Sd/- Dipak Kumar Sah, Authorised Officer
Ahmed. (Under Symbolic Possession) Place : Barasat Punjab National Bank
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Congress silent,
its allies support
CJP’s protest

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, June 6

AS THE ‘Cockroach Janta
Party’ on Saturday gave the
Centre aseven-day deadline to
remove Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,
Opposition parties, except the
Congress, welcomed the pro-
test at Jantar Mantar, saying it
was an expression of frustra-
tion of the youth of the country.

Congress leaders main-
tained a measured silence, with
insiders saying that the party
suspects CJP was backed by
AAP and will take a “wait and
watch” approach.

Senior Congressleaderssaid
the party was suspicious of CJP's
social media presence and how
itwasgivensomuchtimeonTV
debates and the permission to
hold a protest in the Capital.

In a post on X, Congress So-
cial Media & Digital Platforms
chairperson Supriya Shrinate,
without naming the CJP, said
the party stands firmly with the
GenZ. “The Congress party has
been at the forefront — cham-
pioningthe causesof GenZ. En-
suring they are heard, amplify-
ingtheirvoices, addressing their
concerns, and fighting relent-
lessly to protect their future. In
the last one month alone, NSUI
and the Indian Youth Congress
have organised over 50 protests
across the country against the
NEET paper leak scandal and
the CBSE marking mess.”

Listing out a number of
times Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, was
stopped from meeting victims
of atragedy or visiting sensitive
places, Shrinate said in such a
scenario, if someone is easily
allowed to protest — questions
arebound to arise.

Congressallieslike SP, TMC,
Shiv Sena (UBT), RJD, CPI(ML)
and CPIM, however, welcomed
the protest.

TMC deputy leader in the
Rajya Sabha, Sagarika Ghose,
told The Indian Express that

TMC supports the movement
beingled by angry youth and it
was a reality check for the gov-
ernment. “There have been
paper leaks every vyear.
Children have killed them-
selves; yet there is no account-
ability,” said Ghose.

“TheRJDand ourleader Te-
jashwi Yadav has been protest-
ing against the government on
the issue of paper leaks. In
democracy, everyone hasaright
toprotest,” said RJD spokesper-
son Mrityunjay Tiwari.

SPLokSabha MP RajeevRai
said it was a “warning” for the
government. “The youth have
come out against paper leaks
and that should make the gov-
ernment introspect. In the
1970s, we saw the JPmovement
and now we are saying this. The
government should take note of
the people’s anger.”

Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray said “cockroaches
shouldn’t be underestimated”
and thisisthe warning given by
the agitation at Jantar Mantar.
“Those whom we call the des-
tiny-makers and future of the
country — thousands of young
people — have come out on the
streets in the scorching heat,
carrying their pain and worries
about their future,” he said.

AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal
said that the protest is an ex-
pression of anger and frustra-
tion experienced by the youth.
“Rather than terming them
anti-national, Modi govern-
ment should address their is-
sues. AAP supports their de-
mands. The PM must sack the
education minister immedi-
ately,” he said.

CPI(ML) Liberation general
secretary Dipankar Bhatta-
charya, who joined the protest
atJantar Mantar, said, “...Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
draPradhan must resign and be
held accountable for the con-
tinuing education crisis.”

Requesting anonymity, a
CPI(M) MP said any movement
should be welcomed.

Some forces pushing
youth towards negative
politics, says BJP chief

Press Trust of India
Ranchi, June 6

BJPPRESIDENT Nitin Nabinon
Saturday alleged that some
forces were trying to push the
country’s youths towards
“negative politics”.

In an apparent reference to
‘Cockroach Janta Party’ (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke, hesaid,
“Some people sitting abroad as-
sume they cangive directionsto
the youths of India.”

“Today's youths want to
work towards nation-building
and secure their future. But
some forces are trying to make
the country’syouths anti-estab-
lishment,” Nabin said duringan
interaction in Ranchi.

TheBJPchiefis currently on
atwo-day visit to Jharkhand.

“Thosewhowanttopushthe
youths of this country towards
negative politics,  warn them

that the youths of India will
choose positive politics,” he said.

People have the right to op-
pose, but within democratic
norms, he said.

He said the country’s
youths are known for innova-
tion and creation.

“Because of their dedication,
hard work and efforts, around
twolakhstartups have comeup.
The country aims to become a
global IT hub,” he said.

“The anti-establishment
campaigns we witnessed in our
neighbouring countries can
never be for the country's
youths, who will work in a disci-
plined manner to build the na-
tion,” Nabin said.

Some people sitting abroad
think they can give direction to
the youths of India, but the
youths are not going to become
a puppet in the hands of a few
people, the BJP chief said.

A ‘thank-you’,and a
word of caution from
Sonam Wangchuk

Drishti Jain
New Delhi, June 6

AT A protest aimed at the gov-
ernment, education reform ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk
thanked the state for letting the
agitation proceed.

Addressing the CJP's dem-
onstration over examination ir-
regularities at Jantar Mantar on
Saturday, Wangchuk, while
credited the state, called it “a
major achievement” and “avic-
tory for India and even for the
government”.

The government, he noted,
had not stopped the protest.
“We hope going forward also
this government allows such
creative, constructive ex-
pressions,” he added.

With hundreds of students
and elderly supporters present,

Wangchuk said, “I would call
this an appeal rather than a pro-
test. We are not fond of pro-
tests... we have come to make
an appeal. In a respectful
democracy, we hope we do not
have to raise slogans to be
heard.”

Education, hesaid, was "the
first requirement," and the sys-
tem needed correction so that
students in both cities and vil-
lages received justice.

The movement, he hoped,
would not "remain limited to
examinations alone"butlead to
systemic reforms. “The foun-
dation of a “Viksit Bharat’ lies
not in Delhi’s private schools
but in schools located in vil-
lages,” he said, adding that
children of all elected represen-
tatives should study in govern-
ment schools.

Verity nationality of 2,860 for
deportation: Delhi to Dhaka

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, June 6

AS THE bordering states of
West Bengal and Assam inten-
sify their crackdown on illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh,
the Indian government has re-
quested the neighbouring
country to verify the national-
ity of 2,860 people so that they
can be sent back.

This assumessignificance at
atimewhen hundreds of Bang-
ladeshiimmigrants, who are re-
ported to have entered India il-
legally, have flocked to the
borders in the recent weeks, as
reported by The Indian Express.
This movement of people has
been fuelled by the announce-
ment of the newly elected BJP
government in West Bengal, led
by Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari, that it will follow the “de-
tect, delete and deport” policy;
the government has so far de-
tained about 400 undocu-
mented Bangladeshi immi-
grants in its detention centres.

This is also an outcome of
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise in the state, which
hasled toapanicamongthe im-
migrants in the border state.

Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, “We have requested Bang-
ladesh to verify the nationality
of over 2,860 people whom we
think are Bangladeshi na-
tionals, and they are staying
hereinIndia. We are yettogeta
response on this matter.” Ad-
dressing the weekly media brief-
ing Friday, Jaiswal said: “All for-
eign nationals in India, if they
are hereillegally, including from
Bangladesh... we have laws to
deal with them, and they'll be
dealt with accordingly.”

“As far as deportation of
these peopleisconcerned, there
is a bilateral mechanism in
place... We refer these cases to
Bangladeshiside forthemtover-
ify the nationality, and once itis
verified, we take forward the de-
portation process.”

“We have several or many of
these requests, which are still
pending with the Bangladeshi
side, and we hope and expect
that they’ll be expedited as
soon as possible so that the de-
portation of people who are il-
legally staying in India can be
taken forward in asmooth and
efficient manner,” Jaiswal said.

Officials said they have been

EXPLAINED

The Diplomatic
Challenge

The diplomatic challenge for
Indiaistonavigate theissue
of deportingillegal
Bangladeshinationals asthe
BJP has won the two border-
ing states of West Bengal and
Assamonthe poll plank of
deportingillegal immigra-
tion from the neighbouring
country. The Bangladesh
border guards have notbeen
taking theimmigrants back
sincetheytoo need to verify
their nationality. Dhaka,
meanwhile, has expressed
concernover “pushin
attempts”, insisting thatany
return should be thro-

ugh formal, legal channels.

raising thisissue with the Bang-
ladeshi side for the past several
years. In early May, Delhi had
raised the issue of illegal immi-
grants with Dhaka and ex-
pressed hope that it will ex-
pedite nationality verification

for smooth repatriation. The
development came days after
the BJP swept the West Bengal
Assembly elections.

A day after the poll results,
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
KhalilurRahman was quoted in
the ruling Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party's official Facebook
page as saying that Dhaka will
take action if “push-in” inci-
dents occur amid the change of
power in the bordering state.

Officials said the issue of'il-
legal migration from Bangla-
deshtoIndiaisbeingdiscussed
atseveral bilateral meetings be-
tween the two countries, includ-
ing at the home secretary level.

India and Bangladesh have
put in place mechanisms, in-
cluding a Coordinated Border
Management Plan, to address
problems arising from illegal
border crossing, reduce the
scope forincidents on the border
and enhance cooperation be-
tween the border guarding
forces of the two countries. The
twosidesarealso cooperatingin
undertaking fencing of the vul-
nerable patches with a view to
prevent criminal activities and
illegal movements along the
border, officials said.

AHEAD OF MONSOON INHIMACHAL PRADESH

To cut landslide risks, NHAI installs slope
drain pipe system on Kalka-Shimla stretch

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, June 6

IN A major effort to reduce
landslideincidents ahead of the
monsoon season, the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has introduced a slope
drainage pipe system at 83 vul-
nerable points along the 85 km-
longKalka-Shimla NH-5, one of
the most landslide-prone road
corridorsin Himachal Pradesh.

The intervention, which is
nearing completion, forms part
of the ongoing slope stabilisa-
tion project being carried out
between Parwanoo and Kath-
lighat. Officials said the drain-
age systemwas conceived after
slope protection measures
undertaken earlier failed to
fully address the problem of
rainwater runoff during in-
tense monsoon spells.

The drainage system in-
volves construction of small
water collection points at the
top of hillsides. These collec-
tion points are connected to a
network of pipes and cement-
lined drains that channel rain-
water directly to the bottom of
the slope. The objective is to
prevent water from flowing
freely over the slope surface,
which often triggers soil ero-
sion, damages protective struc-
tures and leads to landslides.

“Theinitial slope protection
work primarily consisted of
green mesh netting, standard
drillingand anchoring, most of
which was completed last year.
Subsequently, experts from IIT
Bombay and IIT Ropar, who
have been advising NHAI on
slope stabilisation measures,
recommended the installation
of drainage pipes as an addi-
tional safety measure for better

Network installed across 83 points
on recommendations of IIT experts

The drainage pipe network on Kaithlighat-Kandaghat section of the
Kalka-Shimla national highway. SAURABH PARASHAR

protection of the slopes and to
minimise landslide risks,” Yo-
gesh Verma, Site Engineer for
the Kaithlighat-Dhalli section of
NH-5, told The Indian Express.
Officials said the idea
emerged afterthe 2025 monsoon
exposed limitations in the exist-
ingprotection system. Although
nettingand anchoringhad been
completed atseveralsites, heavy
rainfall caused large volumes of
waterto flow down theslopes, re-
sultinginslope failuresand dam-
age to mesh structures, anchors
and retaining measures.
“During the 2025 monsoon,
water flowing from the hilltops
to the valley in large quantities
damaged some of the protected
slopes. Experts observed that
uncontrolled surface runoffwas
a key reason behind these fail-
ures. The drainage pipe system
was subsequently recommen-

dedtodivertrainwaterinacon-
trolled manner,” said sources as-
sociated with the project.

NHAI project director
(Kalka-Shimla) Anand Dahiya
said the system has already
shown encouraging resultsdur-
ing recent pre-monsoon
showers. “As the pre-monsoon
rain began, we observed posi-
tive outcomes at sites where the
drainage system has been in-
stalled. Cement-lined drains
ranging from one to three feet
inwidth have been constructed
along both sides of the pro-
tected slopes. These drains are
connected to plastic pipes that
carry water safely to the bot-
tom, reducing pressure on the
slope surface,” Dahiya said.

He said highly vulnerable
stretches, including Parwanoo-
Chakki Mod, Solan-Datyar and
Kandaghat-Kaithlighat, were

prioritised in the first phase of
the project. “The drainage sys-
tem is now being incorporated
asan integral part of slope pro-
tection works being executed at
all 83 identified sites between
Kalka and Shimla,” Dahia said.

The drainage initiative
complements the broader
slope stabilisation programme
launched by NHAI for the first
time on the Kalka-Shimla high-
way. The project covers 83 vul-
nerable locations, including 81
hill-side slopes and two valley-
side sites at Chakki Mod and
Datyar. The works involve
green mesh netting, soil nail-
ing, drilling, anchoring and
vegetation-based stabilisation
measures aimed at preserving
the naturallandscape while re-
ducing landslide risks.

The project represents a de-
parture from the earlier shot-
crete technique, under which
concrete was sprayed directly
onto hill slopes. While effective
in controllingslope failures, the
method left behind large barren
concrete surfaces, particularly
visible along the Solan bypass.

The Kalka-Shimla highway
has witnessed repeated dis-
ruptions during monsoon sea-
sons. More than 128 landslides
wererecorded alongtheroutein
2019 and 2023 alone, leading to
prolonged road blockages and
significant economic losses.

According to NHAI esti-
mates, natural disasters caused
losses of nearly Rs 200 crore on
national highway projectsin Hi-
machal Pradesh between Janu-
ary 2021 and July 2025. This in-
cludeslosses of Rs26.86 crore on
the Parwanoo-Solan section of
NH-5and around Rs171 croreon
the Mandi-Palampur-Kiratpur
highway corridor.

*BRIEFLY

At the accident site in Punjab’s Ferozepur on Saturday. pri

PUNJAB

9 killed as truck rams vehicle in
Ferozepur, ex gratia announced

NINE PEOPLE, including four women and a minor girl, were
killed and 18 others injured when a pick-up vehicle they were
travelling in collided with a truck near Janga Wala Mour on
the Ferozepur-Fazilkaroad on Saturday. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi expressed grief over theincidentand
announced an ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from the Prime Minister
National Relief Fund (PMNRF) for the next of kKin of each de-
ceased and Rs 50,000 for injured. As many as 32 persons, in-
cluding women and children, were going from Jalalabad to
Beas in Amritsar toimmerse the ashes of arelative in the

Beasriver, when their vehicle met with an accident. ENS
Kota priest Kerala school
hackedtodeath students suffer
in monastery food poisoning
APRIEST in Rajasthan’s KERALA AGRICULTURE

Kota district was murdered
afterunidentified assailants
allegedly stormed a monas-
terylate Friday nightand
repeatedly stabbed him
while he was asleep. The
killing of 35-year-old Deva-
nand Maharaj of the Chan-
dresal Math triggered pro-
tests byreligiousleaders.
ASP Subhash Chandrasaid
the attack took place around
midnight at the Chandresal
Math. Mahant Devanand
Maharaj, head of the Maya-
puri Akhadawho had been
living at the Math for the
past four years, was found
critically injured in a pool of
blood. He was rushed to the
hospital, where he died

duringtreatment. ENS

Minister T Siddique said
Saturday thatas many as121
students of an aided school
in Wayanad were found to
be suffering from food poi-
soning with 78 of them
under treatment in various
hospitals. The minister told
reporters that students of
Mar Baselios Aided Upper
Primary School at Koilady
in Wayanad district were
found to be suffering from
fever, chillsand diarrhea
dueto food poisoning. He
said that samples of the
food provided at the school
and the water from its wells
have been sent for testing
and once the results come,
the source of the food
poisoning can be found. PTI

Singapore blocks online
posts attacking Indians

Press Trust of India
Singapore, June 6

THE SINGAPORE government
onSaturday ordered threesocial
media platformstoblock access
to 14 posts, likely originating
from China, which targeted the
Indian community and “under-
mine” the country's “model of
multiculturalism”.

The police have issued dis-
abling directions under the On-
line Criminal Harms Acttoblock
access to the posts on YouTube,
Facebook and X, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said.

Seventy-five per cent of Sin-
gapore’sover six million popula-
tion are of Chinese descent, 15
per cent are Malay, and between
seven to nine per cent are of In-
dian origin. The rest are of other
international origins. The direc-
tion requires the platforms to
“take all reasonable steps to dis-
ableaccessby Singapore usersto
these posts”, it added.

Second Minister for Home
Affairs Edwin Tong told re-
portersatacommunity eventon
Saturday that “from what we

know so far, the content orig-
inated from overseas”.

Probe into the problematic
content in these posts had re-
vealed that it likely originated
from a China-based platform
and was subsequently shared by
other platforms and websites, as
per a Channel News Asia report
on Saturday. “These videos at-
tack our multiracial society and
they try to divide people based
on race. This, however, is not
who we are. Every community
in Singapore here is valued and
everyone has an equal place,” it
quoted Tong as saying.

Tong said the government
does not tolerate any narratives
thatundermine Singapore'srac-
ial harmony, “especially when
propagated by foreigners”. Ina
statement, the MHA said Singa-
pore firmly opposes “nativism
and xenophobia”.

Thesocial media postsclaim
that Singapore is displaying
anxiety over its cultural identity
and ethnic politics. Such nar-
rativesstarted circulatingonline
in the Chinese information
space in May, the MHA said.

How police avoided confrontation, accommodated protesters

Alok Singh, Pragynesh &
Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, June 6

SENIOR DELHI Police officers
had instructed their personnel
to avoid confrontation with the
young protesters expected to
gather in support of the Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP) on Sat-
urday, The Indian Express has
learnt. Thisaccommodating ap-
proach of the Delhi Police was
evident right from when Abhi-
jeet Dipke landed at the IGI Air-
port to when the protest ended
atJantar Mantar.

IGI Airport

Around 7.30 am, Dipke ar-
rived at the Airport from the US
viaLondon. After clearingimmi-
gration, hewas stopped by Delhi
Police officers, who asked about
his plans.

Originally, Dipke had
planned to go to the Parliament
Street police station to obtain

permission for the protest. How-
ever, as such requests usually
havetobe madeatleast24 hours
inadvance, it was apprehended
that he might notbe granted per-
mission.

The police, however, facili-
tated the process to "avoid any
chaos" at the police station.

Inside the airport, DCP (IGI
Airport) Vichitra Veer handed
Dipke a permission letter allow-
ing him to proceed to Jantar
Mantar and hold a one-day pro-
test. The move was unusual.

Gatel6

Outside Gatel6at theairport,
elaborate security arrangements
hadbeen made. DCP (Vigilance)
Ankit Singh and DCP (South
West) Amit Goel supervised ar-
rangements.

Barricades separated media
personnel and supporters from
passengers leaving via the gate,
though members of Dipke’s core
team, including Ashutosh

At Jantar Mantar on Saturday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Ranka, were allowed to wait
alongside police personnel tore-
ceive him.

There was a delay for about
30 minutes as Dipke sought to
board his cab from the VIP lane.
The airport staffinitially did not
allowthe vehicletoenter the VIP

lane.
[ |

After intervention by police
officers and approval from offi-
cials of GMR Group - which op-
erates and manages the IGI Air-
port —three taxis carrying Dipke
and his associates were allowed
intothelane.

Before departing, CJP
members presented Dipke with

Kolkata

acopy of Dr BR Ambedkar's au-
tobiography. Speaking briefly to
mediapersons, he said, "The
Education Minister must re-
sign...fivestudents have died by
suicide..."

Hethenboarded hiscaband
left for Jantar Mantar. From the
cab, he addressed hissupporters

onInstagram Live, urging them
to ensure that the group's "first
protest" remained peaceful.

Jantar Mantar

From the airport to Jantar
Mantar, multiple barricades had
been erected and Delhi Police,
CRPF and other paramilitary
personnel deployed to manage
traffic and maintain order.
Around 2,000 police personnel
weredeployed in New Delhi dis-
trict alone.

The district was divided into
12zones, each headed by a DCP-
rank officer. At the protest site,
delay in Dipke’s arrival became
a point of discussion between
CJPleader Saurav Dasand police
personnel. Sources said officers
tracked the location of his ve-
hicle and worked to ensure that
he reached the venue without
further delay.

After Dipke arrived, the
crowd swelled but the proceed-
ings remained peaceful.
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Celebratoryfiring
death: Bihar BJP
MLA convicted

New Delhi: ADelhi court Satur-
day convicted Bihar BJP MLA
Raju Kumar Singh of culpable
homicidein a celebratory firing
death case inside his farm-
house in south Delhi’s Fa-
tehpur Beri on New Year’s Eve
in2018. The firing had led to the
death of a 45-year-old woman.

Special Judge Vishal Gogne
of Rouse Avenue Court in his
June 6 judgment convicted
Singh under Section 304 (II)
(culpable homicide not amount-
ing to murder) of the IPC and
Section 30 of the Arms Act (pun-
ishment for contravention of
licence orrule). OnJune 9, argu-
ments on the sentence will be
heard by the court.

During a New Year’s eve
gathering at his farmhouse at
Ambedkar Colony’s Rose Farm,
Singh had fired gunshots in the
air, which hitawoman, Archana
Gupta. She later died in a hospi-
tal. Acomplaint was filed by her
husband. The prosecution
examined 33 witnesses of which
seven were eyewitnesses. ENS

Officers moreloyal to establishment
than Constitution: Allahabad HC

Court quashes
proceedings in
Gangsters Act FIR

BhupendraPandey
Lucknow, June 6

POINTING TOserious lapsesin
invoking the Gangsters Actin a
case against five members of a
Ghaziabad-based family, the Al-
lahabad High Court has ob-
served that officers, barring a
few, are more loyal to the ruling
establishment than to the Con-
stitution since their transfers,
postings, and promotions are
used as instruments of political
patronage rather than merit-
based governance.
Maintaining that the state
apparatus must remain answer-
abletothelaw and to the Consti-
tution and not to the ruling es-
tablishment, the single bench of

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Nepal Foreign Minister
Shisir Khanal during a meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. p1i

India, Nepal vow
to take bilateral
ties to new heights

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, June 6

INDIA AND Nepal completed
the internal processes to enforce
the mutual legal assistance pact
to tackle “cross-border crimes”,
as the visiting Foreign Minister
of Nepal Shishir Khanal met Ex-
ternal Affairs minister S Jai-
shankar on Saturday.

The two sides also made
progressin the sectors of health,
UPI, innovation and startups.
Khanal’s visit comes days after
the chief of Nepal’s ruling RSP,
Rabi Lamichhane, met the In-
dian leadership in Delhi. After
the bilateral meeting, Jaishan-
kar posted on X, “A pleasure to
meet FM Shisir Khanal of Nepal
and his delegation today. A de-
tailed discussion on our unique
partnership, including on de-
velopment cooperation, con-
nectivity, energy, especially
hydropower development, edu-
cation, health, capacity build-
ing, digital, culture and sports.”

The MEA released an official
statement: “Both Ministers wel-
comed the completion of inter-
nal processes forentry into force
ofthe India-Nepal Mutual Legal
Assistance Agreement in Crimi-
nal Matters (MLAA). This Agree-
ment will benefit the people of
Indiaand Nepal by providingan
institutional legal framework to
enhance the effectiveness of in-
vestigation, prosecution and
judicial proceedings relating to
cross-border crimes.” The min-

istersvowed totake the bilateral
ties to “new heights” while re-
viewing the full spectrum of the
relations, covering development
cooperation, connectivity, trade
and transit, energy, and people-
to-people ties, the MEA said.
The Nepalese Foreign Min-
ister also met National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval. After the bi-
lateral talks, Jaishankar handed
over 72 health facilities and 12
cultural heritage sector projects,
completed under India’s post-
2015 ‘Earthquake Reconstruc-
tion Assistance’to Nepal, tothe
visiting Foreign Minister. The
ministers jointly launched the
Peer-to-Peer (P2P) linkage be-
tween Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) of India and National
Payments Interface (NPI) of
Nepal for facilitating cross-
border personal remittances.
The MEA said the ministers
witnessed the signing of MoU
between Digital India Bhashini
and Kathmandu University for
co-creating National Digital In-
frastructure for “Voice First”
Language Translation platform.
This is the first official visit by
the Nepalese Foreign minister
afterthe newgovernment led by
PM Balendra Shah assumed of-
ficein March this year.
“Nepalisa priority partner of
Indiaunderits ‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy and the visit rein-
forced the tradition of regular
high-level exchanges between
the two close and friendly
neighbours...,” the MEA said.

Justice Vinod Diwakar observed
that “field officers, acutely con-
scious of the transfer-posting
economy, calibrate their con-
duct to satisfy their political su-
periors” and those “perceived as
loyalists are rewarded with pre-
ferred postings™.

Quashing the trial proceed-
ings pending in the additional
sessionsjudge’scourtinthe case
filed under the Uttar Pradesh
Gangstersand Anti-Social Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act at the
Nandgram police stationin Gha-
ziabad in 2023, the bench in its
June 3 order said, “Many times,
FIRs are registered or sup-
pressed with ulterior motives,
and preventive detention provi-
sions are invoked arbitrarily, at
the whims of officers. Judicial
ordersare complied with in form
but defeated in substance.”

In the case, one of the ac-
cused —awoman — remained
injail for more than two-and-a-
half-months, the court wastold.

Two FIRs were lodged in
2022 against the family over fi-
nancial transactions in connec-
tion with the purchase of land.
Theaccused had issued cheques
infavour ofthe complainantand
faced charges of cheating and
forgery. Police and administra-
tion invoked the Gangsters Act
against them a year later.

After going through the
chargesheet, the courtsaid nota
single “averment hasbeen made
against three of theaccused sent
tojailwhich could satisfy the in-
gredients of the Gangsters Act”.
“The accused may have com-
mitted offences of cheating and
forgery, however, the same does
not amount to, and cannot be
construed as, runningan organ-
ised gang,” the court ruled.

“Thereisnomaterial on rec-
ord which could establish the
use of violence, intimidation,
coercion, or any other means
with the object of disturbing
public order or of gaining any

undue temporal or pecuniary
advantage,” it stated.

The courtadded, “Uttar Pra-
desh, by virtue of its demo-
graphic magnitude and political
significance, has historically
been a crucible of political he-
gemony, driven by the feudal
mindset of politicians and
bureaucrats...The adminis-
trative machinery of the State
has, over successive regimes,
been susceptible to deep politi-
cal penetration.”

“Thiscourthasnohesitation
in observing that urban Com-
missionerates, lucrative districts
while those demonstratinginde-
pendence are transferred puni-
tively toinconsequential assign-
ments, awell-known fact.”

“A considerable section of
the officer cadre treats the rule
oflaw not asaconstitutional ob-
ligation but as an operational in-
convenience. Encounter kill-
ings, selective crackdowns, and
targeted use of the Gangsters

Act against inconvenient indi-
viduals have periodically at-
tracted judicial notice,” the
bench observed.

Citing the brutal killing of
eight policemen in an ambush
bygangster Vikas Dubey in Kan-
pur in 2021, the bench said “the
police officer, whowas entrusted
with the supervision of the entire
operation in the massacre was,
upon conclusion of departmen-
talenquiry, visited with nothing
more than a formal caution”.

“With deep constitutional
concern, this Court concludes
the Home Secretary, as the sen-
ior-most bureaucratic authority
in the Home Department, oc-
cupies a pivotal position in this
ecosystem. Certain officers who
rose to the post of Home Secre-
tary have, in practice, served as
conduits for self-serving inter-
ests. The Home Department
must independently evaluate
thesuitability and operational ef-
fectivenessof itsofficers...” it said.

Funds for women’s businesses spent on
household needs, finds NRLM review

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, June 6

A GOVERNMENT-COMMIS-
SIONED evaluation of central
rural sector schemes, includ-
ing the Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (DAY-NRLM),
has found that most self-
help groups (SHGs) for women
did not start income-generat-
ing businesses with the funds
provided.

Instead, the revolving fund
0f Rs20,000-Rs 30,000 offered
per group as part of the
Centre’s flagship programme
to involve poor rural women
into SHGs and train them for
small enterprises was often
spent on household expenses,
according to the report sub-
mitted to the Rural Develop-
ment Ministry.

The study is significant
given that the Finance Minis-
try last year directed that no
centrally funded scheme will
be extended beyond March 31,
2026, unless it undergoes a
third-party evaluation. This re-
view will therefore decide
whether and how the DAY-
NRLM will continue in the
16th Finance Commission
cycle beginning in April 2026.

The evaluation was under-
taken by Sambodhi Research
and Communication Pvt Ltd,
a think tank engaged by NITI
Aayog's Development Moni-
toring and Evaluation Office
(DMEO) for the purpose.

Sambodhi, in an email to
The Indian Express, said the of-
ficial DAY-NRLM/RBI guide-
lines specify that “SHG-linked
financial support may serve
multiple purposes, including
social needs, housing repair,
sanitation, healthcare-related
expenditure and other activ-
ities that contribute to house-
hold resilience”.

The report titled ‘Evalu-
ation of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes in Package 5-Rural
Development Sector’ also flags
that there was pressure on of-
ficials to form SHGs quickly to
meet targets, even in villages
where business opportunities

Officials pressured to form SHGs for
women quickly under DAY-NRLM
scheme to meet targets, says report

Those SHG members who took bank loans often used them for
building houses, toilets, medical purposes, says the report. FiLe

were limited.

“Only a small proportion of
SHGs have initiated group-
level enterprises, and nearly
half did so without accessing
loans. This is primarily driven
by the pressure to form SHGs
after the PIP [Participatory
Identification of the Poor] ex-
ercise to meet targets, despite
a significant disconnect be-
tween SHG formation and the
availability of viable business
opportunities in rural areas,”
the report notes.

According to the report,
many SHG members are reluc-
tant to take loans because
there is no assured market for
the products made through
group enterprises.

“Due to this uncertainty,
they fear being unable to repay
the loan, discouraging them
from borrowing,” says the re-
port. As a result, “the RF (Re-
volving Fund) is often equally
distributed among members
and utilised to meet their im-
mediate consumption needs.”

Those SHG members who
took bank loans often used
them for building houses,
toilets, medical purposes etc,

the report shows.

Access to other financial
support under the scheme was
alsolow: fewer than halfthe re-
spondents received the Com-
munity Investment Fund
(CIF), only 42% accessed bank
loans, and less than 4% re-
ceived the Community Enter-
prise Fund (CEF) meant for
larger ventures.

While access to RF was re-
ported by 74.6% of respon-
dentsin 13 states, just 49.9% of
respondents reported receiv-
ing the CIF, 41.8% had access
to bank loans, and only 3.8%
reported access to the CEF.

“This was primarily due to
limited on-ground support
from VOs [village organisa-
tions], CRPs [community re-
source persons], and CLFs
[cluster-level federations]
coupled with the fact that only
15% of the SHGs had initiated
group enterprise activity,”
noted the report.

“The uptake of bank
loans/cash credit limit was
even lower due to fear of loan
defaults, as SHG members per-
ceived weak market demand
for their products,” the report

states. The evaluation exercise
involved a survey of 2,206
households across 11 states
(Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Tripura, Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh
and two Union Territories
(Jammu and Kashmir, and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu).

Of the 2,206 households
surveyed, about 86% (1,895
households) availed benefits of
NRLM. Launched in 2011 by
the UPA government as the
National Rural Livelihood
Mission and renamed in 2016,
DAY-NRLM aims to reduce
rural poverty by mobilising
women into SHGs and linking
them with banks and govern-
ment support.

Apart from the revolving
fund at the rate of Rs 20,000-
30,000 per SHG, groups can
getup to Rs 2.51lakh as a Com-
munity Investment Fund to
support their income-generat-
ing and livelihood activities.

According to government
data, more than 10 crore rural
women have been mobilised
into over 90 lakh SHGs, which
together have received nearly
Rs 59,000 crore in capital sup-
port since the scheme began.

Reacting to an online ver-
sion of this story, Abhishek
Sharma, deputy vice-presi-
dent, Sambodhi, said: “The of-
ficial DAY-NRLM/RBI guide-
lines do not treat all
non-enterprise use of SHG-
linked credit as misuse. The
programme framework recog-
nises that SHG-linked finan-
cial support may serve
multiple purposes, including
social needs, high-cost debt
swapping, housing repair or
construction, sanitation,
healthcare-related expendi-
ture, livelihood stabilisation,
and other activities that con-
tribute to household resilience
and financial inclusion.”

“We therefore wish to place
on record that Sambodhi does
not share the interpretation...
and overall framing of the ar-
ticle,” he said in an email.

At present, 16 Mumbai gymkhanas stand on Collector-owned land
that was leased out by the erstwhile colonial administration during
the 19th and early 20th centuries. GANESH SHIRSHEKAR

Mumbai gymkhanas
on govtland told to
accept Collector on
boards, binding orders

Pratip Acharya
Mumbai, June 6

IN RECENT meetings with ad-
ministrators of Mumbai’s 16
gymkhanasstandingon govern-
ment-owned land, the Maha-
rashtra government has pro-
posed asignificantly greater role
foritselfin the functioning ofthe
clubs as a condition for future
lease renewals, including a seat
forthe District Collector on their
managementcommittees, mak-
ingthe collector’srecommenda-
tions binding on the clubs, and
allowing government use of
gymkhana premises for public
programmes and emergencies,
The Indian Express has learnt.

The proposals, which have
figured prominently in recent
consultations between the col-
lector’s office and gymkhana
administrators, would mark a
significant shift in the relation-
ship between the state and some
of Mumbeai’s oldest sporting in-
stitutions. Officials familiar with
the discussionssaid the govern-
ment has indicated that these
conditions would form the basis
of future lease renewals for clubs
occupying public land.

At present, 16 Mumbai
gymkhanas stand on Collector-
owned land that wasleased out
by the erstwhile colonial ad-
ministration during the 19th
and early 20th centuries. While
theleases of several prominent
institutions, including Bombay
Gymbkhana, Islam Gymkhana,
Parsee Gymkhana and Hindu
Gymkhana, have expired and
are awaiting renewal, others are

due to expire in coming years.
Among the key conditions
proposed by the government is
theinduction of the district Col-
lector as an ex-officio member of
the managementboard of every
gymkhana. The framework
states that recommendations
made by the District Collector
would be binding on gymkha-
nas and clubs. The Collector
would alsobe empowered torec-
ommend atleast fiveindividuals
annually for permanent mem-
bership or conversion of service
memberships into permanent
memberships. The proposals
provide for the government to
hold official programmes and
public events on gymkhana
premises for up to five days
every calendaryear. Inaddition,
the state would reserve the right
touse theland duringelections,
natural disasters and other
emergencies requiring public
use of the premises. According
to a report by the Observer Re-
search Foundation, gymkhanas
and elite clubs occupy 664 acres
— nearly one-fifth of Mumbai’s

total 3,780 acres of open space.
Another major change re-
lates to events and revenue.
Under the proposed framework,
gymKkhanas would be permitted
to host sporting events for a
maximum of 45 days annually,
subject to priorintimation tothe
District Collector. They would
also be required to pay a
licence fee ranging between Rs
50,000 and Rs 1.5 lakh per day

for hosting events.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Cong minority, SC depts to
launch campaign against
‘injustice’ next month

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 6

THE MINORITY and SCdepart-
ments of the Congress will hold
protests at Parliament and Jan-
tar Mantar as part ofacampaign
againstthe oppression ofthe Da-
lits and minority communities.
The decision was taken at a
joint meeting of the two depart-
ments, where it was also de-
cided to hold a meeting of the
Minority and Dalit Advisory
Councilsin UPtowardsthe end
of June, which will also see the
participation of party brass.
Speaking after the meeting,
Imran Pratapgarhi, who heads
the Minority department, said at
a press briefing, “The Congress
Party’s Minority Department
and SCDepartment will take this

campaign toall statesacrossthe
country. Wherever such cases of
harassment and injustice come
to light, we will stand united
with the victims there and pro-
vide all possible assistance...
With this very objective, we will
hold a massive protest at Jantar
Mantar in Delhi on July 20.”
Rajendra Pal Gautam, who
heads the SC department, said
scholarships meant for ST/SC,
OBC, and minority categories,
the income limit is set at Rs 2.5
lakh, while for the EWS cat-
egory, this limit is Rs 8 lakh.
“This is discrimination, and
that’s why we will build a strong
platform by bringing social
classes together, so that their
voices cannot be ignored by
anyone. If necessary, we will
take this fight to the courts...”

CJIfaces questions on dissent in UK; Indian Mission calls it indecorous

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 6

AT A lecture on artificial intel-
ligence by CJI Surya Kant on
Thursday at the University of
London, amember of the audi-
ence posed questions about
dissent in India, and was told
by the anchor that the query is
off topic.

Videos of the interactive
session at the end of the lecture,
shared online showed awoman
saying, “his Lordship made
some very important points, I
think, about the Indian track
record of protecting democracy
in the context of AI. We now
hear from anumber of legal ob-
servers within the country as
well as internationally that
there's a great deal of concern
about growing hostility to dis-
sent within India. And it does

seem that this hostility is some-
what reflected in His Lordship's
recent very well publicised....”

The anchor intervened be-
fore the query was complete
and said “with all due respect, I
am so sorry mam. I would not
be able totake up that question
since the topicis concerningar-
tificial intelligence and interna-
tional law. I am sorry.”

Asthe questioner persisted,
the anchor responded, “Tam
extremely sorry. We have to cut
you off”. Another clip of the
event showed a different atten-
dee shouting “...Give us some
respect please”.

On Friday, the Indian High
Commission in London re-
sponded to the developments
and said in a statement, “on 04
June 2026, Hon'ble Chief Jus-
tice of India attended an event
at the University of London,

Birkbeck, at the invitation of
the organizers, to deliver a lec-
ture on Artificial Intelligence
and International Law'... a
lively discussion followed his
address. Thereafter, a certain
individual tried to disrupt the
event. Such indecorous audi-
ence behavior is unacceptable
and inconsistent with respect-
ful engagement that should
govern public discourse. Differ-
ences of opinion are a natural
part of a democratic society.
However, they must be ex-
pressed inamanner that s civil
and respectful.”

On May 16, the CJI while
pulling up a lawyer who had
filed a petition on senior desig-
nation, something the peti-
tioner himselfwas aspiring for,
had said “there are already
parasites of society who attack
the system and you want tojoin
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CJlJustice Surya Kant speaks at the International Conference on
Arbitrating Indo-UK Commercial Disputes, in London on Friday. pri

hands with them? There are
youngsters like cockroaches,
they don't get any employ-
ment, they don’t have any place
inthe profession. Some of them
become media, some of them
become social media, some of

them become RTI activists,
some of them become otherac-
tivists, and they start attacking
everyone...And you people file
contempt petitions!”
Asthecommentsled toout-
rage, the CJI said he was “mis-

quoted”.

“Iam pained to read how a
section of the media has mis-
quoted my oral observations
made during the hearing of a
frivolous case yesterday. What
TI'had specifically criticised were
those who have entered profes-
sions like the Bar (legal profes-
sion) with the aid of fake and
bogus degrees. Similar persons
have sneaked into the media,
social media, and other noble
professions as well, and hence,
they are like parasites. It is to-
tally baseless to suggest that I
criticised the youth of our na-
tion. Notonly am I proud of our
present and future human re-
source, butevery youth of India
inspires me. It is not an exag-
geration to say that Indian
youth have great regard and re-
spect for me, and Itoo see them
as the pillars of a developed

Kolkata

India”, he said.

Meanwhile, in another in-
teractive session with students
atthe Queen Mary University of
London on Friday, the CJI,
while responding to a query on
therole of thejudiciary in main-
taining public trust in constitu-
tional democracy, said “public
trustis never simply giventoan
institution"but “is earned, con-
tinuously, through transpar-
ency, consistency, and the cour-
age to be self-correcting.”

Headded “judicial strength
does not come from the appear-
ance of infallibility. Institutions
grow stronger when they re-
main open to learning and cor-
rection. In a constitutional
democracy, the judiciary is the
last line of accountability, but it
must itself be accountable to
the Constitution and to the

people it serves”.
Bl

JPNaddahits
back atKharge
for ‘hiding health
data allegations

New Delhi: Union Health Min-
ister J P Nadda hit out at Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Saturday, saying that
“public health is too important
to be reduced to political rhet-
oric” after Kharge alleged the
BJP government was hiding
NFHS-6 data and advertising
“SabkaSaath” and “Amrit Kaal”.

“Shri Khargeji’s half-knowl-
edge is dangerous. Public
healthistooimportant tobere-
duced to political rhetoric. Se-
lective reading may serve
politics, but facts serve the na-
tion,” Naddasaid inaposton X,
addingthat NFHS-6 datadem-
onstrates the transformation of
India’s health ecosystem. ENS
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SUPPLY SECURITY PRIORITISED OVER PRICE CONCERNS AMID HIGH GAS DEMAND

US tops India’s LNG basketin May,
imports recover to pre-war levels

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, June 6

WITH THE heavy disruption in
liquefied natural gas (LNG) im-
ports from key suppliers Qatar
and the UAE, the USemerged as
India’s largest source of super-
chilled gas in May, followed by
Nigeria, Oman, and Angola,
as New Delhi’s LNG imports
recovered to pre-war levels
despite the surge in interna-
tional LNG prices.

While some major LNG im-
porting countries reduced im-
portsamid sky-high prices, India
prioritised supplies over price
amid demand from varioussec-
tors, which include city gas dis-
tribution, fertiliser, power, and
ceramics.

The effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz has upended
the regular flow of LNG to India
from key suppliers Qatarand the
UAE, leading to a scramble for
LNG cargoes from alternate geo-
graphies. The supply disruption
hasnotbeen assevereasinitially
anticipated due to a combina-
tion of alternative suppliers
raisingexportsand demand cur-
tailment in various parts of the
world. India depends on LNG
imports to meet about half of its
natural gas requirement, and
about 60% of those imports
came through the critical mari-
time chokepoint of the Strait of
Hormuz, primarily from Qatat,
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India depends on LNG imports tom

nations are major LNG ex-
porters. Ship tracking data from
commodity market analytics
firm Kpler shows that India im-
ported 2.2 million tonnes of LNG
in May, 13.5% higher over April,
and 32% over March, which was
the first month impacted by the
West Asia war and the conse-
quent closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. LNG imports in May
were, in fact, 6% higher over the
corresponding month of last
year, and 6.4% higher than the
2025 monthly average.

Asno LNG volumes came to
Indian shores from Qatar for the
second month in a row, and just
0.1 milliontonnescame fromthe
UAE, LNGimporterscontinued
with their pivot to alternative
suppliers—thatdon’tdependon
the Strait of Hormuz—to secure

and alsothe UAE. ThetwoGulf = emergency spot cargoes.
eIndia-Omantrade
YEAR EXPORTS | IMPORTS TRADE TOTAL
($BN) ($BN) BALANCE ($BN) | TRADE
2024-25 4.06 6.54 248 10.60
2023-24 4.42 4.52 0.0 8.94
2022-23 447 791 344 12.38
2021-22 314 6.84 370 9.98
2020-21 23 3.08 078 5.38

SOURCE: COMMERCE & INDUSTRY MINISTRY

West Asia Conflict:
How pact with Oman
cushions India’s trade

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, June 6

THE INDIA-Oman free trade
agreement (FTA), which was
signed in December last year, en-
tered into force on June 1, at a
time when the sustained block-
ade of the Strait of Hormuz has
begun to translate into wider
macroeconomic worry for the
country duetohigh dependence
on costly imported fuel, ferti-
lisers, and key industrial input
items.

While higher freight costs
continue to be a major impedi-
ment to trade flows with
the West Asia region, the
trade deal with Oman
could offer a breather for
India due to its geograph-
ical location, which sits
outside the Strait of Hor-
muz. The countryisincreasingly
seen as a critical gateway to the
region if the ongoing US-Iran
conflict continues.

Trade experts pointed out
that, unlike most Gulf countries,
which rely on shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz, much of
Oman’s coastline is
located outside the strait, di-
rectlyonthe Arabian Seaand the
GulfofOman. Thisallows major
ports such as the Port of Salalah
and Port of Dugm to remain ac-
cessible even when traffic
through the strait is disrupted.

Ties with Oman would be
important for India as its trade
with the UAE has taken a big hit
due to the West Asia crisis. After
signing a trade deal with the
UAE in 2022, Abu Dhabi
emerged as one of the largest
trade partnersinthe Gulfregion,
with overall trade crossing
$100 billion during the last
financial year.

However, overall trade with
the UAE has declined by 35%in
April. This is primarily because
only two UAE ports, Khor Fak-
kan and Fujairah, have managed
to avoid operational difficulties
amid the blockade.

Trade data also showed that
while commerce with West
Asian countries hascome under
pressure since the Strait of Hor-
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muz was closed on March 2,
trade with Oman has picked up.
Energy imports fromIraq, Qatar
and the UAE declined sharplyin
April, but shipments from
Oman jumped 246.42% to $1.48
billion last month, compared to
$429.58 millionin April last year.

Before the war, India’s trade
had been heavily dependent on
the UAE and Saudi Arabia. The
two countries accounted for
84% and2.7% of India’stotal ex-
ports, respectively, in FY25,
while Oman’s share stood at just
0.9%. On the import side, the
UAE and Saudi Arabia com-
prised 8.8% and 4.2% of
India’s total imports,
with Oman again at
0.9%, Commerce Min-
istry data showed.
Under the deal, Oman
has granted zero-duty
access on 98% of tariff lines
covering 99% of India’s exports,
boosting prospects for products
ranging from petroleum goods
to machinery and steel. “The
agreement deepens India’s
energy security by ensuring ac-
cess to Omani crude oil, LNG,
fertilisers, methanol and am-
monia, worth over $7.2 billionin
imports in FY2026,” former
trade officer and founder of
thinktank Global Tradeand Re-
search Initiative (GTRI), Ajay Sri-
vastavasaid.

Although over80% ofIndian
exportsalready entered Oman at
relatively low average tariffs of
around 5%, duties on certain
products reached as high as
100%, he said, adding that their
elimination is expected to im-
provethe competitiveness of In-
dian goodsinthe Omani market,
though export growth will inevi-
tably be constrained by the
country’s relatively small mar-
ket size. The pact with Oman
also assumes significance given
itsrole in the ongoing West Asia
conflict. Iran’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi
has said that Tehran is working
on arrangements to determine
what services “Iran and Oman
areprovidingin the Strait of Hor-
muz”. FULL REPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Volumes from the US tripled to
0.9 million tonnes, accounting
for about 41% of India’s overall
LNG imports for the month, as
perKplerdata. In2025, the aver-
age monthly LNG imports from
the US were 0.2 million tonnes.
Nigeria was in the second
spot with 0.5 million tonnes—
flat on a month-on-month
basis—followed by Oman and
Angola at 0.3 million tonnes
each. In April, LNG imports
from Oman were 0.6 million
tonnes, while supplies from An-
golastood at 0.3 million tonnes.
Although Oman is located in
West Asia, it has a sizable coast-
line facing the Arabian Sea and
the Gulf of Oman, and doesn’t
depend on the Strait of Hormuz
forthe transit of its cargoes. Last
year, the average monthly LNG
imports from Nigeria, Oman,

eet about half of its natural gas requirement. REuTERS

and Angola were 0.1 million
tonnes, 0.2 million tonnes, and
0.1 million tonnes, respectively.

In 2025, the average monthly
LNG importvolumes from Qatar
stood at 1 million tonnes, fol-
lowed by imports from the UAE
at 0.3 million tonnes. In March-
April, the Strait of Hormuz clo-
sure meant thatjust 0.06 million
tonnes came from Qatarand 0.13
million tonnes from the UAE
during the two months.

“This (recovery in India’s
LNG imports) is notable given
Asian spot LNG spiked to peak
of $25/mBtu in late Mar 26 after
Qatar’s production haltand Hor-
muz closure, before easing to
around $17-18/mBtu in May; still
about70% above pre-crisis (level
of) about $10/mBtu. While South
Korea and Japan cut imports,
India moved in the opposite di-

*INDIA'SLNGIMPORT

(miIIion tonnes)

MONTHLY
SUPPLIER ZN(I)I;E AVERAGE
IN2025

us 0.9 0.2
Nigeria 0.5 0.1
Oman 0.3 0.2
Angola 0.3 01
UAE 01 0.3
Qatar 0 1
Others 01 0.2

SOURCE: KPLER

rection, absorbing cost premium
tokeep volumes flowing,” Equi-
rus Securities said in a note.
While high and largely in-
elasticdemand from critical sec-
tors like CGD and fertilisers has
ensured that LNG imports re-
main strong, a few other sectors
have added to the demand for
LNG due to the prevailing
weather and fuel supply situ-
ation. “India’s power consump-
tion surged over 11% yoy in May
26.Peakdemand hitanall-time
high of over 270 GW. With coal
carrying about 70% of load and
hydro10%, Ministry of Power di-
rected all gas-based plants on
standby for heatwave shortfall
coverage, turning high-cost
LNG into a non-negotiable grid
necessity,” Equirus said.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

elsthe RBI pessimistic oninflation?

With the West Asia war dragging on, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday raised its
headline retail inflation forecast for 2026-27 by 50 basis points to 5.1%, with the average for
October-December 2026 at 5.9% — almost touching the upper bound of the central bank’s
2%-6% mandate. Meanwhile, the median estimate for the same quarter of 40 economists from
outside the RBI was a significantly lower 5.5%, as per the central bank’s Survey of Professional
Forecasters. Forecasts — by both the RBI and external economists — for the other three
quarters of the current financial year were all within 20 bps of each other, althoughit was the
central bank’s numbers which were higher in every instance. Even when it comes to underlying
price pressures, the professional forecasters see core inflation — or inflation excluding food
and fuel — averaging 4.4% in 2026-27 as against the RBI's latest projection of 4.7%. On the
growth front, views are more closely aligned: 6.6% by the RBI as against 6.5% by the
forecasters. But the quarterly numbers revealed the central bank to be more cautious.

- INFLATION FORECASTS 09 GROWTH FORECASTS
ERBI ®Professional Forecasters
6% 7.0% —
RBI
5% 6.8% —
4% Professional 6.6%
39 Forecasters 6.4% |
2% 6.2% —
1% 6.0%
0% 5.8%
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY27 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
SOURCE: RBI

Meta plans mega fundraise for Al plans

Reuters
Bengaluru, June 6

META IS considering raising
tens of billions of dollars in a
stock offering as it seeks new
sources of capital to fund the
company’s Al ambitions, the
Financial Times reported on
Friday. The report comes after
Alphabet moved to raise $84.75
billion in upsized equity offer-
ings, as Big Tech competes to
build data centers and capital-

ize on growing demand for AL

Meta executives have been
exploring “creative” ways
to raise cash as it prepares to
sharply boost its Al-related ex-
penses, the FT report said, cit-
ing three people familiar with
the plans.

After the success of Alpha-
bet’s equity raising this week,
the discussions have intensi-
fied, as per the report.

Meta did not immediately
respond to Reuters’ request for

comment. Shares of the social
media company were down
6.6% following the report.

The world’s largest tech
companies are increasingly
turning to debt and equity mar-
kets to fund Al infrastructure
investments, marking a shift
from their longstanding prac-
tice of funding investments
largely with cash.

Meta in October filed for its
largest bond offering ever of up
to $30 billion.

WEST ASIA CONFLICT
Spot market gas purchases by

power plants jump over 300%

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, June 6

WITHIRAN war hitting the im-
ports under long-term
contracts, gas-based power
generators in India have
sharply jacked up natural gas
purchases from the spot-mar-
ket thissummer to fill the void.

Between April1and May 26,
power-sector entities pur-
chased 44,67,850 million Met-
ric Million British Thermal
Units (MMBtu) of natural gas
from the spot market.

This was 336.5% higher
than the corresponding period
in 2025, more than double the
volume purchased in 2024, and
nearly 140 times the level re-
corded in 2023.

Datareleased by the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA)
shows that none of the
country’s 16 gigawatts (GW) of
gas-grid connected capacity re-
ceived imported LNG under
long-term arrangements in
April. Domestic gas availability
also remained constrained.

Although 30.18 million stan-
dard cubic metres per day
(MMSCMD) of domestic gas
was allotted to this 16 GW of
gas-grid connected capacity,
actual supply in April stood at
just 4.33 MMSCMD.

Most of this was supplied to
state government owned gen-
erating stations, while private-
sector plants received only 1.07
MMSCMD, all of it supplied to
a single gas-based power sta-
tion. Conflict in West Asia has
cast a shadow over availability
of gas for the country’s gas-
based power plants with the
governmentdeciding to priori-
tise certain sectors during the
shortage.

While gas accounts for only
a small share in India’s overall
generation mix, it plays a cru-
cial rebalancing role during
evening peak hours, especially
during summer, when solar

* POWERWOES

® Power generated from gas-
based units s typically more ex-
pensive than coal and renewable
energy. However, due to their
flexibility, they are generally used
during high-demand periods to
meet evening peak demand

® Inthe past, the government has
invoked emergency measures to
ensure utilities operate both gas
and coal plants at full capacity
when soaring temperatures push
electricity consumption to

record levels

® However, the utilisation of
India’s gas-based power plants
has been steadily declining,
largely due to high fuel costs.

output drops. Typically,
around 10 GW of gas-fired ca-
pacity is relied upon during
peak summer — making any
disruption a significant gap
that needs to be filled.

Heavy reliance on spot
purchase

Despite a sharp rise in im-
ported LNG prices, spot-market
purchases by gas-based gener-
atorsreached the highest levels
inrecentyears during Apriland
May, data provided by Indian
Gas Exchange (IGX) — the
country’s leading gas-trading
bourse — shows.

The surge was evident in
both April and May.

In April, power sector com-
panies purchased 15,67,950
MMBtu of natural gas, a year-
on-year increase of 260.5%
from 435000 MMBtu in April
2025. The sharp increase came
against the backdrop of a sig-
nificant shift in fuel sourcing.
In April 2025, gas-based power
plants met nearly 38% of their
LNG requirement through im-
ports under long-term

contracts, alongside spot-mar-
ket purchases.

The absence of imported
LNG underlongterm contracts
was also reflected in lower util-
isation levels.

The Plant Load Factor (PLF)
— a measure of actual gener-
ation as a percentage of in-
stalled capacity — of the
country’s 16 GW of gas-grid
connected capacity stood at
11% in April, down from 15.3%
in the same month last year.

The purchase from the spot
market further increased to
28,99,900 MMBtu from May1to
May 26, compared with
5,88,550 MMBtu during the cor-
responding period last year,
marking a nearly five-fold in-
crease 0f 392.7%.

The rise in purchases came
despite asharp increase in spot-
market gas prices amid supply
disruptions due to the conflict
in West Asia. The average spot
gas price stood at Rs 1,606 per
MMBtu in April, up 43.5% from
Rs 1,119 per MMBtu a year ear-
lier. Prices rose further to Rs
1,856 per MMBtu in May, a
jump 0f 77.4% over Rs 1,046 per
MMBtu in May last year.

Struggling gas plants

Power generated from gas-
based units is typically more
expensive than coal and renew-
able energy. However, due to
their flexibility, they are gen-
erally used during high-de-
mand periods to meet evening

peak demand.
Inthe past, the government
has invoked emergency

measures to ensure utilities op-
erate both gas and coal plants
at full capacity when soaring
temperatures push electricity
consumption to record levels.
However, the utilisation of
India’s gas-based power plants
has been steadily declining,
largely due to high fuel costs.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Govt mandates standard
edible oil packaging sizes

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, June 6

THE DEPARTMENT of Con-
sumer Affairs has prescribed
standard pack sizes for edible
oilsunder the Legal Metrology
framework, a move aimed
athelping consumers compare
prices across brands and
make informed purchasing
decisions.

The department has
amended its Standard Operat-
ing Procedure (SoP) for deter-
mination of net quantity and
standard pack sizes of edible
oils and fats, giving manufac-
turers, packers and importers
a three-month transition
period to comply with the new
norms, an official statement
said.

The revised SoP prescribes
nine standard pack sizes - 200
ml/g, 500 ml/g, 1 litre/kg, 2
litre/kg, 3 litre/kg, 4 litre/kg, 5
litre/kg, 15 litre/kg and 20
litre/kg-for major edible oils in-
cluding palm, soybean, sun-
flower, mustard, groundnut,
sesame, rice bran, cottonseed
and corn oil, as well asblended
edible oils.

The decision follows exten-
sive consultations with major
edible oil industry associations
representing nearly 90 % of the
country’s edible oil sector.

Under the new norms, if the
quantity of edible oil is shown
in volume, the package must
also clearly mention the equiv-
alent weight as per the Legal
Metrology (Packaged Com-
modities) Rules, 2011.

The provisions will apply to
both domestically manufac-
tured and imported edible oils.

Packages below 200 ml
or200 grams and minor edible
oils have been exempted from
the standard packssize require-
ment to ensure continued
availability of affordable
small packs.

Businesses wishing to
adopt the standard pack sizes
ahead of the deadline may do
so immediately, the depart-
ment said.

Sudhakar Desai, President
ofthe Indian Vegetable oil Pro-
ducers’ Association (IVPA) wel-
comed the move and said,
“This move will restore struc-
tural sanity to retail shelves
and level the playing field.”

Nestle India pays
Rs1.0245¢r
licencefeeinFY26
to Swiss parent

New Delhi: General licence fees
(royalty) paid by FMCG major
Nestle India to its Switzerland-
based group entity Societe des
Produits Nestle SA were up
13.91% to Rs 1,024.5 crore in
FY26, according to the com-
pany’s latest annual report.

Besides, Nestle India also
paid a ‘withholding tax on gen-
erallicence fees’ 0f102.47 crore
for the financial year ended
March 2026.

In the preceding year of
FY25, Nestle India paid a gen-
eral licence fee of Rs 899.41
crore and Rs 89.71 crore as
‘withholding tax on general
licence fees’. Nestle India ob-
tains access to the Nestle
Group’s technology and intel-
lectual property through Gen-
eral Licence Agreements for
manufacturing and marketing
its products, while continu-
ously benefiting from techno-
logical advancements and in-
novations across the product
categories it produces and sells.
It pays a royalty of 4.5% of net
sales toits parent firm. PTI

o IT'S ANOTABLE SHIFT FOR AN ADMINISTRATION THAT FAVOURED A HANDS-OFF APPROACH TO THE POWERFUL TECHNOLOGY

Why Trump wants to screen Al models before their release

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, June 6

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
recently signed an executive
order creating a voluntary
mechanism underwhich devel-
opers of the most advanced Al
models can give the US govern-
ment early access to their sys-
tems before public release.

The move marks a notable
shift for an administration that
has generally favoured a hands-
off approach to the powerful
technology.

Under the executive order,
titled ‘Promoting Advanced Ar-
tificial Intelligence Innovation
and Security’, federal agencies
are directed to establish a
framework through which AI
developers can determine
whether their systems qualify
as “covered frontier models”
and, if they choose to partici-

pate, provide government
agenciesaccesstothose models
for security testing before wider
deployment.

The White House said the
objective is to strengthen cy-
bersecurity and help protect
critical infrastructure from vul-
nerabilities that increasingly ca-
pable Al systems may uncover
or exploit.

Anearlier draft of the execu-
tive order had proposed giving
federal agencies up to 90 days
to evaluate frontier Al models
before their public release, but
the final version signed by
Trump reduced the review win-
dow to 30 days following con-
cerns from industry and ad-
ministration officials that a
three-month process could
slow innovation and weaken
the competitiveness of US Al
companies.

The executive order comes

One of the key provisions is a 30-day review period. ReuTERS

as powerful Al models like An-
thropic’s Mythos become ca-
pable of exploiting cyber vulner-
abilities at an unprecedented
scale, and as the Pentagon
pushes to integrate frontier Al
into military operations.
Former White House Aland
cryptocurrency czar David

Sacks said that while he under-
stood concerns stemming from
the order on account of bureau-
cratic mission creep, the change
inreview timelines wasa “game
changer”.

“The change in the EO
(executive order) from a 90 day
to 30 day period is a game

Kolkata

changer because it allows our Al
labs to comply with the volun-
tary framework without delay-
ing new model releases. They
can synchronise their efforts
under the EOwith other pre-re-
lease activities,” Sacks said on
social media platform X. An-
thropic said that the executive
orderwas “animportantstepin
strengthening America’s
leadershipin AL’ and thatit was
looking forward to “collabora-
ting with the White House to
support its implementation”.
In 2024, India had at-
tempted asimilar move, only to
go back on it just weeks later
due to significant pushback
from the tech industry. Just
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions that year, the IT Ministry
issued an advisory requiring Al
platforms to seek government
permission before launching
“under-testing, unreliable” ser-

vices, but revoked it a fortnight
later, owing to mounting criti-
cism.

What does Trump’s AI
executive order say?
One of the key provisions is
a30-day review period. Partici-
pating developers would allow
designated government
agencies to test advanced
models for up toamonth before
they are released outside gov-
ernment circles. Agencies in-
cluding the Departments of De-
fense, Commerce, Homeland
Security and Treasury are ex-
pected tobeinvolved in the pro-
cess. The order also calls for
stronger cyber defences across
government systems and
greater coordination with in-
dustry on identifying software
vulnerabilities.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

A __clingstohisown____and avoids internationalism. -
Salvatore Quasimodo (4,.,9)
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Annexure - B

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 5s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appear in
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s =Very Hard;

6s = Genius
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Midnapore, Pin - 7211

Tel. : 97714 91203
Mail ID : copaschimsam@pnhb.bank.in

CIRCLE OFFICE : SAM - PASCHIM MIDNAPORE =%
BE - 1, Bidhan Nagar East, Rly. Station Road E-AUCTION

01, W.B,

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 under the provision of Rule 8(6) read with Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the Public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged /
charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical / symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank / Secured creditor,
will be sold on “As is where is", “As is What is” and "Whatever there is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the
Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective Borrower(s) and Guarantors(s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table

below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

DATED

17.07.2026

Sl Name of the Branch Description of the Immovable Properties A) Dt. of Demand Notice U/s. A) Reserve Price Date / Time
No. m Mortgaged [ Owner's Name 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 (Rs. in Lakhs) of
e et [Mortgagers of Property(ies)] B) Outstanding Amount B) EMD E-ahummn
C) Possession Date Ujs. 13(4) (Rs. in Lakhs) Details of the
Borrower [ Guarantors Account i chinl E b
of Sarfesi Act 2002 C) Bid Increase ncumorances
T I ———— known to the
D) Nature of Possession Amount Secured
Symbolic / Physical / (Rs. in Lakhs) Creditors
Constructive
1. | Jhargram (Sol ID : 018320) Equitable Mortgage covering all that part and | A) 19.03.2026 A) Rs. 31,18,849.00 | 17.07.2026
parcel of the immovable properties consisting From
Rakesh Kumar Sahoo of Land and Building situated at Dist + P.5.- | B) Rs. 29,14,772.76 B) Rs. 3.12 Lakhs 11.00 AM.
(Borrower / Mortgagor), Jhargram, Mouza - Tentuldanga, J.L. No. | (Rupees Twenty Nine Lakhs _ to
Sio. Jaduram Sahoo 389, Khatian No. 8311, LR Khatian No. 460, | Fourteen Thousand Seven C) Rs. 0.10 Lakh 4,00 P.M.
LR Plot No, 25/71, Area - 11 Decimal | Hundred Seventy Two and _—
Rakesh Kumar Sahoo converted Bastu under Sale Deed No. [-1752/ | Paise Seventy Six only) plus Not known
(Borrower / Mortgagor), 2021 atA.D.S.R. - Jhargram, Dist - Jhargram. | interast from 01.03.2026 plus to Bank

Sfo. Jaduram Sahoo

Radhanagar, F.O. - Sevayatan, P.5. -
Jhargram, Dist - Jhargram, West Bengal,
Pin - 721 150,

Alc. Nos. : 01B320NC00001497 &
0183209300000064

Owner : Rakesh Kumar Sahoo, S/o.
Jaduram Sahoo. Property is Sorrounded
by : Morth - Viacant Land of Bhabesh Mahata,
South - Vacant Land Of Khitish Jal, East - 30
Ft. wide Jhargram-Dherua PWD Road, West-
‘Wacant Land of Tapan Jal.

Cordinates of the Property :

Lat: 22.470336, Long : 87.009495
(Property under Symbolic Possession)

Penal Charges
Less Recovery if any and
other charges & expenses

C) 25.05.2026

D) Symbolic Possession

(2) www.pnbindia.in

-: TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE :-
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions ;
1. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Securitylnterest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions. The
auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com
2. The intending Bidders / Purchasers are requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their email-id and mobile number. The process of eKYC
is to be done through Digilocker. Once the e-KYC is done, the intending Bidders / Purchasers may transfer the EMD amount to their e-Wallet using online
paymen tor challan mode. The EMD amount has to be linked with property before the EMDENnd Date and time in the portal. The registration, verification of eKYC,
transfer of EMD in wallet and linking of wallet amount to Property must be completed well inadvance, before EMD End date time / auction.
3. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) amount as mentioned above deposited in e-Wallet, shall be linked with property. Bidders, not linking the required EMD online
before EMD end date time, will not be allowed to participate in the e-auction. The Earnest Money Deposited shall not bear any interest.
4. Platiorm (bttps://baanknet.com) for e-Auction will be provided by e Auction serviceprovider Mfs. PSB Alliance Pwt. Ltd. having its Registered office at Unit
1, 3rd Floor, VIOS Commercial Tower, Near Wadala Truck Terminal, Wadala East, Mumbai - 400 037 (Helpdesk Number +#91 82912 20220, Email Id :
support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com). The intending Bidders / Purchasers arerequired to participate in the e-Auction process at e-Auction Service
Provider'swebsite https:/fbaanknet.com This Service Provider will also provide online demaonstration / training on e-Auction on the portal.
5. The Sale Motice containing the General Terms and Conditions of Sale is available/ published in the following websites/ web page portal. (1) hitps://baanknet.com

6. The intending participants of e-auction may download free of cost, copies of the Sale Notice, Terms & Conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part
of e-Auction related to this e-Auction from e-auction portal (https://baanknet.com).

7. Bidder's e-Wallet should have sufficient balance (>=EMD amount) at the time ofbidding.

8. During the e-auction, bidders will be allowed to offer higher bid in inter-se bidding over and above the last bid quoted and the increase in the bid amount must
be of increment amount mentioned. Two minutes time will be allowed to bidders to quote successive higher bid and if no higher bid is offered by any bidder
after the expiry of five minutes to the last highest bid, the e-auction shall be closed.

9. Itis the responsibility of intending Bidder(s) to properly read the Sale Notice, Terms & conditions of e-auction, Help Manual on operational part of e-Auction

and followthem strictly,

10. In case of any difficulty or need of assistance before or during e-Auction process bidder may contact authorized representative of our e-Auction Service Provider
M/s. PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. details of which are available on the https://baanknet.com Portal.
11. After finalization of e-Auction by the Authorized Officer, only successful bidder willbe informed by above referred service pravider through SMS / email. (On
mabile no / email address given by them/ registered with the service provider).

12. The secured asset will not be sold below the reserve price.

13. The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bidamount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or not later than the
next working day and the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the dateof auction by way of Transfer / NEFT / RTGS / in the form of Banker's
Cheque / Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commaercial Bank drawn in favor of “The Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, Alc (Name of the Alc.)
Payable at (Place). In case of failure to deposit the amount as above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be forfaited to
the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction / sale of theproperty & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim over the

forfeited amountand the property.
1

-

paid by the successful bidder only at the time of deposit of remaining 75% of the bidamount / full deposit of BID amount.

1

o

of the auction at any time without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decisionin this regard shall be final.
16. The sale certificate shall be issued in the favour of successful bidder on deposit of full bid amount as per the provisions of the act.
17. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and “AS IS WHAT ISBASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS".

18. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove havebeen stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the
Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omissionin this proclamation.

1

w

the property in consultation with the dealing official as per the details provide.
20. All statutory dues/attendant charges / other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes etc. shall have to be borne by the purchaser.
21, The Authorized Officer or the Bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien,encumbrances, or any other dues to the Government or anyone else in respect
of properties (E-Auctionad) not known to the bank. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances on
the property including statutory liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues etc.
22. The bidder should ensure proper internet connectivity, power back-up etc. The Bank shall not be liable for any disruption due to internet failure, power failure
or technical reasons or reasons / contingencies affecting the e-auctions.
23, It is open to the Bank to appoint a representative and make self bid and participatein the auction,
24, For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.

. Payment of sale consideration by the successful bidder to the bank will be subject to TDS under Section 194- 1A of Income Tax Act 1961 and TDS is to be

. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if notfound acceptable or to postpone / cancel / adjourn { discontinue or vary the terms

. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder inspects

Date : 06.06.2026
Place : Paschim Midnapore

Sd/- Md. Waize Ansari, Authorised Officer
Punjab National Bank

*YOUR WEEKAHEAD

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Pay attention to what you say
and do today because this is a mildly accident-prone day.
Family discussions and efforts to tackle home repairs will
go well. You might decide to shop and spend moneytodoa
bang-up job. This Week: Home and family are happy.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You have a lot of energy to
talk to friends and groups today. You might get excited
about discussing future goals with someone. Keep an eye
onyour money and possessions. This Week: You're warm
and enthusiastic with everyone.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): People notice you today and
some know personal details about your private life. Your
daily routine might be interrupted today. This Week: Ex-
plore moneymaking ideas. You're hot.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Travel plans, publishing,
the media, medicine and the law might bring excitement.
An unexpected hitch might occur. Share your ideas with
others today. Talking to someone will make you feel good.
This Week: You feel warm and generous to your world.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Keep an eye on your money and
assets today. Discussions with authority figures will go well
because you look informed and proactive. This Week: This
is afeel-good week. Lucky you.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23):Be prepared to cooperate with
others today, which is not a demanding thing. Discussions
about travel, the media and publishing mightinterest you.
Authority figures might catch you off guard. This Week:
Time with friends and groups is rewarding.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Your work routine might be in-
terrupted today by travel plans or dealing with foreign in-
terests. Discussions with bosses and authority figures will
go well. You'll have no trouble defending your interests.
This Week: You make a fabulous impression on everyone!

SCORPIO (OCT 24 -NOV 23): Thisis a fun-loving day!
Nevertheless, it's a mildly accident-prone day for your
kids. Plans might change today. Discussions with
partners and close friends will be lively and vigorous.
This Week: Excellent for travel, publishing, medicine
and the law.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Be patient with
partners, spouses and close friends to avoid reactions to
something unexpected. This is a good day to make im-
provements where you live. This Week: Money might come
toyou.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): This is a fast-paced,
busy day! Stay on your toes, because your plans might
suddenly change.Spouses, partners and close friends
have your back. This Week: Happy connections

with others.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Double-check money
transactions, because something might be off. You're
happy to spend money to make home improvements. You
might see ways to boost your earnings as well. This Week:
Joband healthimprovements!

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Today you have lots of mental
energy and eagerness to chat with others. Prepare for
sudden changes to plans. Keep your eyes open and stay
flexible. This Week: Romance and fun times abound.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003 @yahoo.com

25001/336/2627

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003 @yahoo.com

25001/328/2627

Letter No. 2630 Date: 04.06.2026
1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No0.2572, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-05/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No0.2093, Dtd.08.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.
24.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before
Dtd. 23.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.
25.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.
Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0031

Letter No. 2604 Date: 04.06.2026
1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2581, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-15/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No.2142, Dtd. 11.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.
19.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before
Dtd. 18.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.
20.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.
Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0033

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003 @yahoo.com

25001/326/2627

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003 @yahoo.com

25001/333/2627

Letter No. 2606 Date: 04.06.2026
1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2572, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-17/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No.2321, Dtd. 15.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.
24.06.2026 at 5.00 PM

2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before
Dtd. 23.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.
25.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0031

Letter No. 2614 Date: 04.06.2026
1st Corrigendum
In continuation to this office order No.2581, Dated.03.06.2026 and
Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-09/2026-27 invited
vide this office Notice No0.2202, Dtd.11.05.2026, the partial
modification of NCB has been made as follows:-
1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to Dtd.
19.06.2026 at 5.00 PM
2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any on or before
Dtd. 18.06.2026 up to 2.00 PM
3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on Dtd.
20.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.
Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
OIPR-25001/25182/1/26-27/0038
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West Bengal Gramin Bank

wou4 - wwwwbgb bank.n

BMC House, NH -34 Chuanpur Po Chaltia, Berhampore, Dist.- Murshidabad,
West Bengal 742407, India Website: www.wbgb.bank.in

TENDER NOTICE
Ref.NO: WBGB/HO/GSAD/1659/2026-27 Dated 06/06/2026,
Tender Notice for Supply, Delivery, Embedding, Installation, Commissioning &
Maintenance of BIS Certified Class “BB” TRTL Gold Safes and Class “A” TRTL Cash
Safes with Standard Time Lock Arrangement at Various Branches of West Bengal
Gramin Bank issued by West Bengal Gramin Bank, Head Office. For details, please
visit Bank's website https://wbgb.bank.in under Notice and Tender section.

Website: www.wbgb.bank.in

aWE @FA S IE

West Bengal Gramin Bank

<84 v wbgb.bank.in Website: wwwwbgb.bank.in

BMC House, NH -34 Chuanpur Po Chaltia, Berhampore, Dist.- Murshidabad,
West Bengal 742407, India Website: www.whgb.bank.in
TENDER NOTICE

West Bengal Gramin Bank invites applications from experienced, reputed, technically
competent and financially sound Architects, Interior Consultants, Electrical Contractors
and Furniture/Furnishing Contractors for empanelment with the Bank for execution of
various infrastructure development, furnishing, renovation, modernization, electrical and
allied works at its Branches, Offices and other establishments. Interested applicants may
download the detailed Empanelment Notice (Ref. No. WBGB/HO/GSAD/1662/2026-27
dated 06.06.2026) containing eligibility criteria and other terms & conditions from the

GENERALMANAGER | Bank's website www.wbgb.bank.in. GENERAL MANAGER
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER e

e-Tenders is hereby Published by the chairman, Habra Municipality for press.
the Drain Cleaning Works.

Sl Last Date of submission|

No. TR of Tender look at everyside

1 | WBMAD/HMPWDINIT e-672{2026-27 18-06-2026 q q

(SI No: 1 to11) upto 02.00 PM bef(ll’e takmg d Slde.
For details please see at the website Sdf-
www.whtenders.gov.in Chairman,
Habre Monicipality Inform your opinion with

Kolkata

’ minsightfulperspectives.
The Indian Express.

Forthe Indian Intellgent,

§ ThelndianEXPRESS

——JOURALISM OF COURNGE—
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Form No. 3
[See Regulation 13(1)(a)]
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL KOLKATA (DRT 2)
Tth Floor, Jeevan Sudha Building, 42-C Jawahar Lal Nehru Road, Kolkata-700071

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on @ @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
8.C Railway can be seen on our

WQW BRIDGE AND ROOF CO. (INDIA) LTD.

(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISES)

drgdl-geidr CEC-UGC

website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in B ANDR CIN No. U27310WB1920G 01003601 Case No.: 0A/439/2024
“KANKARIA CENTRE", 4th & 5th FLOOR, . i i
TENDER NOTICE i e e 9 211, RUSSEL STREET, KOLKATA - 700071 Summons under sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, read with sub-rule (2A) of

tule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1993,

gn behalf of Thse President of India, A . NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER (e-NIT) Exh. No.: 3189
r.Divisional Signal & Telecom —

Engineer Secundgerabad Division, Online Lumpsum Rate Bid(s)/Offer(s) in two-part system are invited PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK

South Central Railway, Secunderabad from reputed, resourceful and experienced parties meeting prescribed VS

invitkes t(:]pen tr:}ndf:rs for the f?“ofwmg qualifying criteria for the following works: MR RANJIT KUMAR MAJI

r:;z,:,s Bl e Sl.| Description of Work & Date of Publishin| Last Date To,

S.No. 01 Tender No. & Date: w No Notice Inviting Website as well |  of Bid (1) Mr Ranjit Kumar Maji Son Of Rabindra Nath Mai, Vil-ohabapur, PO-rajkhamar, PS-
C SG 36 606 Dt:04/06/2026 Closing e-Tender (e-NIT) No. as CPP Portal | submission indas Bankura, West Bengal-722205 Also At. Gobindapur(baro), Po-rajkhamar,ps-indus
4t:26/06/2026 Name of the work %I — & (ON-LINE) Bankura West Bengal-722205

SCHEDULE-A Signaling & |nV|t|ng entries for 1. | “Engineering, Procurement 10.06.2026 01.07.2026 (2) Sanjit Kumar Maji, Son Of Rabindra Nath Maji, Vill- Bhabapur, PO-rajkhamar. PS-

and Construction of New
Academic Building, Boys and
Girls Hostels, Scientific
Instrumentation Centre,
Expansion of existing

indas Bankura West Bengal-72220

(3) Ajit Kumar Maji Son Of Rabindra Nath Maji, \Vill- Bhabapur, PO- Rajkhamar, PS-
indas Bankura. West Bengal-722205

(4) Sujit Kumar Maji Son Of Rabindra Nath Maji, \Vil- Bhabapur, Po- Rajkhamar, Ps-

[Telecommunication arrangements for|
shifting of Signalling cables af
proposed construction of Limitedl

Educationa

Subway Br No. 217A at SKZR yard af|

Km No. 202/33-35 SCHEDULE B | ] = Administrative Building, Type- Indas Bankura, West Bengal-722205
1. Signalling & Telecommunication I m estlva Il, Type-IV, and Type-V SUMMONS
ts in view of BPQ-ASAF| esi ia
arrangements in view of BPQ Residential Quarters, WHEREAS, 0A/439/2024 was listed before Hon'ble Presiding Officer/Registrar on

Sec:Prov safety fencing along the track|
or speed 130kmph and above usingl
NHAI anti-crash barrier/W-beam steel
Fence for 107.40 Km. 2. Signalling &
[Telecommunication arrangements in
view of ASAF-PTKP Sec:Pro safety,
lfencing along the track for speed||
130kmph and above using NHAI anti-
crash barler/W-beam steel fencing for|
114.22 Km 3.Signalling &
[Telecommunication arrangements in
iew of PTKP-KZJ Sec: Pro safety
lfencing along the track for speedl

Statutory Officer Houses,
Hostel for Research Scholar
and other services at Central
University of Tamil Nadu
(CUTN), Thiruvarur, Tamil
Nadu in EPC Mode = Ill".
[B AND R/HO /51302 / CUTN
{ THIRUVARUR / NIT / CW /01]

The tender shall be available on CPP Portal https://feprocure.gov.infrom
10.06.2026 onwards.

Interested Bidder(s) will have to be enrolled & registered with the
Government e-Procurement System; through logging on to
https:/leprocure.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum, if any, shall be hosted in Company’s
Website: www.bridgeroof.co.in and CPP portal: https:/leprocure.gov.in
only.

08/12/2025.

WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons/ nofice on the said
Application under section 19{4) of the Act, (OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of
Rs. 49,21,368/- (application along with copies of documents efc. annexed).

In accordance with sub-section (4} of section 19 of the Act, you, the defendants are
directed as under:-

(i} to show cause within thirty days of the service of summons as to why relief prayed for
should notbe granted;

(i) to disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties and assets
specified by the applicant under serial number 3A of the original application;

(iii} you are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured assets or such other
assets and properties disclosed under serial number 3A of the original application,
pending hearing and disposal of the application for attachment of properties;

(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, except in the ordinary course
of his business any of the assets over which security interest is created and/ or other
assels and properties specified or disclosed under serial number 3A of the original
application without the prior approval of the Tribunal;

(v} you shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realised by sale of secured assets
or other assets and properties in the ordinary course of business and deposit such sale
proceeds in the account maintained with the bank or financial institutions holding security

sfaw fafer / Last Date: 30" June, 2026
8% ST & TS @M g7 / For more information Log in to: https://cec.nic.in
YT HG B / or mail us on: cecvideocomp@gmail.com

#FNE / Organiser
| AH TER e | Consortium for Educational Communi
(goraifie Hifear w RAvafey omEm A & % - fvaierey o)
An Inter-University Centre of Unlversity Grants Commission on Electronic Media)
aftex, seun f, oil—1 )
| IUAC Campus, Aruna Asaf New Delhi-118867 (India) /Ph: 011-24126418/

130kmph and above using NHAI anti- 10N
crash barrier / W-beam steel fencing
I50.34 Km 4. Signalling &
[Telecommunication arrangements in
iew of KZJ-MLMG Sec: Prop.safety|
lfencing along the track for speedl

A
(c@-)

CEC

i Marg,

130kmph and above using NHAI anti-
crash barrier / W-beam steel fencing
lfor 105.68km 5. Signalling &

/!

oI

[Telecommunication arrangements in SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY e - - Tender Notice No: 16/2026-27/SE(W-11)/EE (PW-MDW)DB, Dt: 04-06-2026 interestover such assets
iew of MLMG-KI Sec: Pro.safety| Follow us on [ @SCRailwayindia Wam NPc L,m,ted i . . .
fencing along the track for speed Detail of the Tender Notices of -~ Number of works - 03 Works,  Value of work Rs.3,22,41,603.00 You are also directed to file the written statement with a copy thereof furnished to the
130kmph and above using NHAI anti-l websi’te:www.)écr.indianrailways.gov.in NTP ) (A Govt. of India Enterprise) Starting Date: 04-06-2026, Ending Date: 19-06-2026. app:;car_lt and tﬁ.\ bipﬁea.fdhefgr; R_Zgijt_rar on 1:}}!05!2025 at 10:30A.M. failing which the
crash barrier / W-beam steel fencing|| YN YNTe] fTe]FN X REY 71 Corporate Identification Number: L40101DL1975G01007966 ; ; applicationshal be neard and decided nyourabsence:
[ffor 116.78 Km Approx Value R):| IV IRTEENG:ILY: PP Regd. Office: NTPC Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE Complex, 7, Institutional Area, Note: Further details at http://www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in For Paper Book follow the following Url: https:/icis.drt.gov.in/drtlive/paperbook.php?
,65,01,970.68 Bid security/EMD (3): —— - . . Lodi Road, New Delhi -110003 _ i
530000.00 4 ® On behalf of the President of India, o Tel.: 011-24360959 ) 0/0. the EE-II Cell No. 39480 35518 Sd/- Commissioner, GYMC "_2025286851215 . 3 .
- - — - Divisional Railway Manager/Works, Email: isd@ntpc. Website: www.ntpc.co.in ’ Given under my hand and the seal of this Tribunal on this date: 18/03/2026.
For fL_mher detéflls visit the website Hyderabad Division, South Central SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND DEMATERIALISATION Signature of the Officer Authorised to issue summons
rIreps.goviin. Railway, Secunderabad invites Open OF PHYSICAL SECURITIES Asst. Registrar Kolkata DRT-2
Sr.DIVIEIon.aI Slgljsnal & 'I(;elect:)n; Tenders for the following works| | Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to SEBI Circular No. H0/38/13/11(2)2026-
ngineer/secunderabad | 1y, .4k e-procurement up to 15.00| | MIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated 30" January 2026, a Special Window shall be . & ~ . ARMB : SOUTH 24 PARGANAS E-AUCTION DATED
TENDER NOTICE NO: 1012026 [N IR opened for a period of one year, from 5" February 2026 to 4 February 2027 to T3i1al S19Ie1e adb nb punjabnational bank fuMas Road. Near Fadmanviur More
Dt.05.06.2026. facilitate transfer and dematerialisation of physical securities which were Vi (God, of ndla Undertking) P.0. - Baruipur, Kolkata - 700 144 23.06.2026
SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS ITender No. : 63_DRM_W_HYB_26| | sold/purchased priorto 1 April 2019. i ! i L E-mail : cs8319@pnb.bank.in -
{[Name of the work: HYB Division: ; Al wi ; .
e-Procurement Tender Notice . . The said special window shall also be available for such transfer requests which
The Following Tenders Have Been Annual repairs/maintenance off | vere submitted priorto 1% April 2019 and were rejected/returned/not attended to SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Floated Online. Tenders Are quarter§ a.n(‘i service buildings underf | due to deficiencyn the documents/process/or otherwise. Further, the securities E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Requested To Visit The Website he Jurisdiction of SSE/W/NLGD andf | sotransferred shall be mandatorily credited to the transferee only in demat mode Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
www.ireps.gov.in And Submit Their SSE/W/RN of ADEN/Estates-I/HYB forf | and spall begnderzlolck-llq foraperlod or]: one y‘??rfmﬂ‘ TIhe date of regflstratloln of Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged /
Offers Online. The Tender Descripii a period of one year (2026-2027)| | transfer. During the lock-in period, such securities shall not be transferred, lien- charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Autharized Officer of the Bank / Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As
ers Oniine. The Iender Description, pprox Value (): 3,19,21,672 EMD| | marked or pledged. Investors/transferees are requested to refer to the aforesaid is where is”, “As is what is", and “Whatever there is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank / Secured
Qty, lEMD, SD May ) Be Seen In ?): 6,38,400 SEBI Circular for details of the documents required to be submitted for transfer Creditor from the respective Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s).
ngs'le' Offers Submitted Manually ender No. : 64 DRM W HYB 26l requests. The Reserve Price and the Eamest Money Deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties. The Sale will be done by the undersigned
Will Not Be Accepted. Offers By Post IT - - 0% VT D_ For any requests/queries, investor/transferee may contact the Company's RTA, through e-auction platform i.e. https://baanknet.com provided their link at the Web Portal (hitps://baanknet.com). The General Public is invited to bid either
Will Not Be Entertained. Tender| |[Name of the work: HYB Division:| | asfollows: personally or by duly authorsed agent.
Closing Time Is 14.30 Hrs Of The Due | [fAnnual repairs/maintenance of For Equity Shares For Tax Free Bonds 2013 (Series 50) — - .
Date Of The Tender. “For All| [lquarters and service buildings of iy and Tax Free Bonds 2015 (Series 56) 3;- Name of the Branch .mmmgf;gr':;'::i:; ;25 g E‘ gat:;f '3?ma:d wae :1 :;‘S;nlf_e "lrgel CEMD
Indigenous Offers, EMD Will Be| [SSEMW/S.O-Il and SSEM/WW/SLGD| | "Name | Beetal Financial & Computer |kFin Technologies Limited 3 Name of the Account s N, ) et o W ) EMD (Last Date of EMD)
Accepted Only Via Online System As| under the jurisdiction of Services Pvt. Ltd. Name & Addrasses of the [Mortgagers of Property (ies)] fuer’m:r";zgmeg iI:teeEes:s c) Bid Increase Amount
Available On www.ireps.gov.in.” IADEN/Estates-I/HYB for a period off| || address | Beetal House, 3“ Floor, 99, Selenium Building, Tower-B, Plot No. Bomvwars | Guarantors Aceourit charges, expsnses less o) Date / Time of E-Auction
TenderNo. | Brief Description one year (2026-2027) Approx Value Madangir, behind local 31 & 32, Financial District, S i) &) Encumbrance if any
: P [I®):2.26.22,271 EMD ®): 452,500 shopping centre, near Dada | Nanakramguda, Seriingampally, c) Possession Date
31261200 |One Coach Set of Air i s Harsukh Das Mandir, yderabad, Rangareddy, )
Spring ITender No. : 65_DRM_W_HYB_26| New Delhi-110062 Telangana-500 032 d) Nature of Possession
Name of the work: HYB Division:|| | Email ntpc@beetalfinancial.com einward.ris@kfintech.com &) Dealing Official
76261005 |Manual Metal Arc . . N -
Welding Electrode Size Ann;lal repdaurs/maun:)e {Ehce 0: :’::"e No. 81}_ gggg?ggg 1800-3094001 1. | Branch : ARMB - South 24 Parganas (831900) zuam_el:_piece and pafceil I\c:lt Land a) 07.04.2018 a) Rs. 11.50 Lakhs
uarters and service buildings o i vilding measuring at Mouza -
4.00x350mm IgSE/\N/SLGD under the 'urisdict?on offl | n line with the aforesaid circular, cases involving disputes between transferor and Mis. T- Entorprises . : . Jafarpur.gJ.L. Mao, 1925 74, RS b) Rs. 31,47,348. 92 b) Rs. 1.15 Lakhs
- IADEN/E VHYB f ! iod of transferee and securities which have been transferred to Investor Education and B?"‘JWWI-' Mis. T. E"temrl_sesr Proprietor : Mr. Tarun Mahish, Khatian No. 12, Dag NI(J_ 2‘594_ plus furlhérir;[ereﬁ[ & (23.06.2026)
[|LY265085A |Track Measuring states- or a period Ol | protection Fund (IEPF) shall not be considered under this window for processing. Sfo. Mr. Birendra Nath Mahish Area of Land 07 Satak. PS. - Falta, | Charges as applicable
! . \ g pp
System for Surveying|| [lone year (2026-2027) Approx Value, . Vill + P.O. - Jafarpur, P.S. - Falta, Dist - 24 Parganas (South), Dist - South 24 Pargana. owmed ) Rs. 0.12 Lakh
Railroad Geometryl| [[9):2.27.59.869 EMD (): 4,55,200 For NTPC "'m"‘de,d Pin - 743 513. bysMr Tarun Mahish, Sfo. Kr. c) 21.07.2018 (Symbolic) K A
ool TrackBoan ITender t e wore: Live vl B o) i Tﬂ_"-'n mele st N Etzeq%f?r!éa(;&ﬂ;\g:tlgg 391' %eérgg[%d d) Symbolic Possession 9 23;,?:612 o
54255016  |Supply, installation &|| [Name of the work: HYB Division: . Company Secretary & T o Y e D s Bl 24 ) T X 11.00 AM
pp y,. talla IAnnual repairs/maintenance of Date: 06.06202'6 Compliance Officer Both are at : Vi .- Jafarpur, P.5. - Falta, Dist - South 2 . B -l
Commissionin f p Place: New Delhi : Parganas, Pin - 743 513. e) Mehbub Hossain to
o ssio g o rt d ice buildi d M. No.: F5270 Baidva, Sr. M 4.00 PM
Desktop PCi3 e Jorsdiction of SSEMIKOG andl Leading the Power Sector AlG-No: 1254200029218 (CO) Mob. - 80830 17708 o
oo = e -urisaiction o an Property ID : PUNBABA40459287 v €) Not known to Bank
et of Safety Nuts for|| [ISSE/W/WW/SC of ADEN/Estates-
Ground Connection|| |[I/HYB for a period of one year (2026-|| I\ {e Xy [ed R[N\ AR g XM g3 [p] ANGE OF NAME 2. | Branch : ARMB - South 24 Parganas éll Part and Parcel of Elq%lable Mortgage of Land and a) 08.03.2023 a) Rs. 61.74 Lakhs
il EO,\%) : it | (through https:lfireps. gov.in) |, MADHUR JHAWAR 5/0 OM :;3:1900} da Nath Rgnét;;(:;.lecg 3670, LR Khattan No. 1237, 41 No. 78 b) Rs. 27,83,694.90 b) Rs. 6.18 Lakhs
93261031 | Compreg Plywood Slat ):5,94,200 CE/C-111/SC  Construction| [PRAKASH JHAWAR, resident of Bf:h:”'“ d: N:th i K Touzi No. 2692/2834 having lotal area 3.336 Decimal | plus further interest & (23.06.2026)
Size 12x1220x2850mm ender No. : 67_DRM_W_HYB_26f|Organisation, S.C.Railway, 10/2A, Altpore Park Place, Kolkata: Villi iy Ml;‘l}t: iy Bla\zar.(GhZShpﬂra Naar Eﬂ,s - Ci]nnin{g{ ?Rr]d property 'Ls Incgted &pplos;te;ﬂto Charges as applicable G e
1261419 [Liquefied Petroleum]| [[N2@me of the work: Annuall}Secunderabad, respectively, invites e-| 1700027, do hereby declare that | Life Line X Ray Clinic Opposite Mosque), B::;‘ruganpﬁ?ﬁg Towm %HSIC% E SDS-hCaﬂ?ing Sauth 54 ¢) 22.05.2023 (Symbolic) BRekfaLa
Gas (LPG) maintenance of service buildings andj | tender on behalf of the President of| |have changed my name from Canning Town, P.C. + P.S. - Canning, South | paroancc’and nronarty is standing in the name of o d) 23.06.2026
: quarters SSE/W/MLY under thef findia forthe following works: MADHUR JHAWAR to MADHURR 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Pin - 743323 | gishnypada Nath vide Regd. Deed No. 7754/2013. | d) Symbolic Possession From
332616168 | TPE Spring pad urisdiction of ADEN/ESTATES-II/HYB S.No.- 01 NIT No. : 30-CAO- c-sc| |JHAAWAR and henceforth | shall Alc. Nos. : 21896016000046 & The Property Surrounded : By North - & FL. Kacha 11.00 A.M.
33261138 |Gangway Bridge|| [for a period of one year 2026-2027| =" """ " c | Ibe known as MADHURR 21897011000074 Metal Road, By South - Vacant Land, By East - e) Avinash Singh, to
Mounting Bolt pprox Value (%): 2,38,39,094 EMD 2026 Date: 30/05/2026 Name of work: F ; Property ID : PUNBS24PGNBISHNU Gobindnath and Hiram Pramanik and & ft Road, By Manager 4.00 P.M.,
9 ): 4.76.800 SCR Construction Organization:| [JHAAWAR in all purpose, vide West - Plot Owner. Mob. : 97304 26710
38262361 |Load sensing device d’ ‘N 3 DAV W AvE 26l |[<atapadi-Tirupati Doubling - Affidavit No. AN 405104, sworn e) Not known to Bank
VTAforBLC l"e" er No. ¢ 68 URMW_TYE_5 flproposed construction of SSE/Works,| |before Ld. 1st Class Judicial| | 3. [ Branch : ARMB - South 24 Parganas (831900) | Equitable mort f residential flat being N 09.04.2025 Rs. 32.34 Lakh
: : Name of the work: Annual g ! vt . 3 - ganas ( ) quitable mortgage of residential flat being No. a) 09.04. a) Rs. 32. akhs
LH257456A | Supply, installation Of|f [f- = =~ ' ice buidings and SSE/P.Way,. SSE/S&T, ADEN,| |Magistrate, Alipore on 5th June, Mayukh Pharmacy 2C/1 situated in }he middle east side of the 3nd
FRPMODULARTolet [ [k a 1o s &8 & /W /G0 ||OEETTRD offices and Rest house off 2026, MADHURR JHAAWAR and N Py Bock consiuan jof I8 S, U Dotwnasun) BB 29,0 A0ES e
) . . ning, ichen, olels an dlcony plus turther interes.| o .
[LH265782 | Bogie Frame Assembly || [SSEWMWI/SC under the jurisdiction ;ratc" d".‘aCh'd”i,Sta” 0 tt’e:f”ee” MRDHUE OJH%W#;B lig)th are Prapricor : e, Jils i opsraiy measuring Super built up area 1115 Sq.ft. at | Charges as applicable
. : atpadi an Irupati stations.| [same and Une Identical Ferson. 0. Manoranjan Gharami Ramala Apartment lying and situated at Holding ¢) Rs. 0.33 Lakh
66266272 Procurement of DEUTZ, lof ADEN/ESTATES-II/HYB for a period A ’ e ng a :
Estimated Cost(%): 7,92,62,201.29 Ward No. 0009, Thumba Chowrangee, Hasnabad, | No, 296/1, Napara Kalibari Road under Ward No. | ¢) 21.06.2025 (Symbolic)
lof one year (2026-2027) Approx Value RO - Taki = e il
Make Spares for TM A 98(823 WD %:gze 500 EMD (): 15,85,300/- Completion| TegarNotice PO. - Taki 5. - Barasal, Dist - North 24 Parganas, | 11 of Barasat Municipaity, P.S. - Barasat, North _ _ d) 23.06.2026
- - |IR): 402,98, (%): 8,08, . ) ) est Bengal, Pin - 743 429. 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Pin - 700 125 contained | d) Symbolic Possession From
33261092 |Primary Verticall| Period: 12 (Twelve) Months Date of| |We 1. Sri Sukhendu Das and 2. Smt. Bina : . ; in being Deed No.151904748 for th 2023 11.00 AM
ender No. : 69_DRM_W_HYB_26 - . Das (both residing at 1, Gholar Ghat Road, Mrs. Krishna Gharami (Proprietor), in being Deed No.15190 oL tne year 2025, ARk
Damper Name of the work: HYB Division: Opening: 26.06.2026 15:00hrs. PO. & PS. Pamasree, Kolkata-700060) Wi/o. Manoranjan Gharami in the name of Mrs. Krishan Gharami which is e) Avinash Singh to
38265015 | Constant Contact sidel| [|a | irs/maint P lls.No.: 02 NIT No. : 31-CAO- C-SC-|| land 3. Sri Debashish Sasmal and 4. Smt. Ward No. 0009, Thumba Chowrangee, Hasnabad, | duly registered in the office of A.D.S.R.0. - Manager 4.00 P.M.
nnua repalrslmamA eAnance o pesvpriinpines i Suparna Sasmal (both residing at 388/21F, P.O. - Taki, P.S. - Barasat, Dist - North 24 Parganas, Kadamha_gchu, District - Morth 24 Parganas, and Mob. : 97304 26710
bearer lquarters and service buildings under . ‘ bbb Upen Banerjee Road, P.O. & PS. Parnasree, West Bengal, Pin - 743 429. Also at : Ramtala recorded in the Book No. 1, Vol No. 1519-2023, €) Not known to Bank
38262185 |SNUBBER Springs for|| |[he Jurisdiction of SSE/W/IRISET & SCR Construction Organization:|| [Kolkata-700060)purchased land situated in Apartment, Holding No. 296/1, Napara Kalibari | Pages from 109451 fo 109482, Property butted
CASNUB 22HS SSE/W/SO-I OF ADEN/Estates-I/HYB|| f|lGudur-Renigunta Tripling — I&Aﬂtﬁz? g|0pill(%]|r t(d‘L'z?féﬂO&? underz(}g? Road, Barasat, Dist - North 24 Parganas, ér'ld gougdsd ;wh: Nogn - hLEnE of g;%hgnda
. ) olkata Block (Plot No. in the year Pin - 700 125. andra Dey and others, Ghosh Babu and Others,
38262191 |Air Brake Hosal |for @ period of one year (2026-2027)f flConstruction of SSE/Works,| |ia reqistered sale deeds (Deed Nos. 751921, South - 25'wide Napara Kalibari Road and Land
i pprox Value (?): 2,04,86,564 EMD| [|SSE/P.Way, SSE/S&T, SSE/TRD|| 7520721, and 7521/21). We purchased this Alc. Nos. ; 172520NC00000376 and of Tapan Batabyal and Others, East - Land of
Coupling support (3): 4,09,700 ADEE/TRD office buildings in between End frofrr]eri N%beré(umar M?ng?)| 313 ft_he 0122208700001247 Bimal Podder and Tapan Batabyal and Others,
; ) ower of Attorney holder appointed by the five - 6-0' wi i
1166266285 E;;;Cuor ;lrr:(e gt ofll Itender No. : 70_DRM_W_HYB_26 g;dur a;d tFihenlgunttaGlste;non? tf:lnd daughtersf of the late Ankur Chandra l}danda;l Property ID : PUNB1Y355802531 ?ﬁ:;urs Be}\:\fgﬂ:dpéﬁseﬁ:ge and land of Gobinda
ake Spares|| {[Name of the work: HYB Division: icers Rest house at Gudur station.|[ (Power of Attorney Deed No. 01016/2011). ! )
forT™ DEN/KCG - Annual repairs/f |[Estimated Cost R): 9,29,76,324.64 2‘;&” Y;ié‘a(vceaggp','qefsf°htnfz(r)“zl‘6‘ﬂ"6"3%,%f6‘ﬂe 4. | Branch : ARMB - South 24 Parganas (831900} | Equitable Mortgage of all that piece and parcel of a) 19.03.2025 a) Rs. 95.50 Lakhs
|[o0266003 11n 8.5 T/O PSQ me?in_tenahce Of- quartgrs anq serv.ice EMPdR)1:2 1('?'59|5?0|\//| Ctsmglettlor; M%/2%&//12%%%//?%%%/361h£N/2026/1630{3)61BI% M/s. Maa Laxmi Enterprise Eﬂ?t{:cizr;dn?ﬁ%gi;glggzagrr»ﬁfhslﬁrgggfohnig b) Rs. 98,86,023.20 b) Rs. 9.55 Lakhs
Sleepers to T-9841 buildings including stations, circulatinglf j{Period: welve) Months Date o an 14, respectively). | . ek b .II 5 pmnBebostont gl : f.rth ,ri .t : .t& [23- Oé 2026)
reas, yards, foot over bridges,| [Opening: 26.06.2026 15:00hrs. any person has any objection regarding this : . B=lGantdl LU stErcing Meraan measdniey | Rius IUTLel ikeres et
38262294 | POHKIT for D.V.KEO L matter, please submit it within one month from M/s. Maa Laxmi Enterprise more or less 2997 Sq.ft. lying and situated at | Charges as applicable
lgardens/parks under'the jurisdiction off i No.: 03 NIT No. : 32-CAO- C-SC-| |the date of this advertisement to the Kolkata Proprieter : Smt. Manika Kar Hait Mouza - Rajpur, J.L. No. 55, Touzi No. 250, c) Rs. 0.96 Lakh
[|66265845 | Procurement of Spares|| IADEN/KCG for a period 01.07.2026 tof| llo0o6 Date: 30/05/2026 Name of work:|| |B-L.L-R.O. office (Address: KMC Building, Premises No. 96, Ward No. 16, Ramdhan Bose | comprised in RS & LR Dag No. 2126, 2127 | ¢) 25.07.2025 (Symbolic)
forTM 30.06.2027 Approx Value (R):lliScR Construction Organization: ﬁolokmt ’\7‘800%)3 5 SN. Banler%gﬁ Fioa(d@: Road, Paschaltya Para Mare, Aghore Sarani, appertaining to RS Khatian No. 782, Khanda d) 23.06.2026
_ . S - i olkata- or via emal roatm P.O. + P.S. - Rajpur South 24 Praganas, West Khatian No. 1976, corresponding to New LR. | d) Symbolic Possession From
g“:-n"i:‘:e dastts NO(: Toe1“doer: i,so(;ﬁ,gsz EMDS):;:;SL\:IO?_WB — Guntakal Division - Gudur-Reniguntal| |gmail.com). Bengal, Pin - 700 149, Khatian Nos. 968, 1245, Ward No. 16, being 11.00 A.M.
Opening: . . ender No. : 71_| _W_ _ —Tirupati Doubling-Proposed| Municipal Holding No. 96, Ramdhan Basu Road, e) Mehbub Hossain to
dt.12.06.2026.SL.No. 02 on dt.| [[Name of the work: HYB Division: construction of platform No.6&7, NAME CHANGE Smt. Manika Kar Hait, W/o. Sri Prashanta Hait within the limits of Rajpur-Sonarpur Municipality, Baidya, Sr. Manager 4.00 P.M.
23.06.2026. SL.No0.03 dt. 24.06.2026 . | IADEN/KRNT - Annual repairs/, : £ f Shri Prashant Hait, S/o. Sri Haru Hait Assessment No. 1104302130112, P.S. - Sonarpur, Mob. : 90830 17798
. rS/i JIExtension of Platform No. 4 &5, VIP|| [}, REJETI POOJITA, 39 JATIN DAS ROAD, . : Kolkata - 700 148 in the District of South 24 &) Not known to Bank
SL.No.04 on dt. 25.06.2026 SL.No.05 Imaintenance of quarters and service - . Both are at : Pearl Apartment, Block - A, Flat No, .
009 on dt29.06.2026. SL.No.10 ondt q siding platform under Non interlocked| PO -SARAT BOSE ROAD AND P3- B1, 3rd Floor, 27, Jadav Sarkar Road, Haritaki | Parganas, belonging to Sri Prashanta Hait, Sio.
009 ondt29.06.2026. SL.No. 1 on buildings including stations, circulatinglj : ; ; TOLLYGUNJ ,KOL 29. DAUGHTER OF Al FI0R. £/, wB0aY SArar Roas, e i i it Wio. Sri
30.06.2026 SL.No.11 on ! working period of Renigunta yard and SATYA HARI PRASAD MISTAKENLY WAS Tala More, Baikanthapur, Rajpur, Sonarpur, South | Haru Hait and Smt. Manika Kar Hait, W/o. Sri
dt.01.07.2026. SL.No.12 to 16 on | [RreaS: yards, foot over bridges.| ficonstruction of C&W office building atfl |RECORDED AS REJITI POOJITA IN THE 24 Praganas, West Bengal, Pin - 700 149. ;ra“”monfg‘ o S8 ?1“: N°'d1?1030d3164 f“é
dt.02.07.2026 SL.No.17 on| |[9ardens/parks under the jurisdiction off lipehigunta station. Estimated Cost| |RECORD OF MARK STATEMENT , Alc. Nos. : 0151208700000839 & o Yo Rt - Ot Brerierty, Comoraed i Dg
dt.03.07.2026. SL.N0.18 to 20 on| |APEN/KRNT for a period 01.07.2026 |z . "g 66,20,806.04 EMD (3):| |CERTIFICATE AND IN THE ADMIT CARD 015120JY00000051 No. 2126 (P) & 2127 (). On South - Drain
dt.07.07.2026. SL.No.21 on| [f0_30.06.2027 Approx Value R): fl17 5 400/. Completion Period: 12|| |SEcONDARY. EDUEATION, DELML. ON Property ID : PUNB7FE79256271 Thereafter Municipal Road; On East - Others
dt.13.07.2026 2,54,09,998 EMD (3): 5,08,200 (Twelve) Months Date of Opening:| |22/05/2026 VIDE AFFIDAVIT NO 6419 Property, comprised in Dag No. 2127 (P); On West-
Corrigendum [Tender No. : 727DRM7W7HlYABA726 26.06.2026 15:00hrs. glélgfai JC-JSI;IIL‘ELSE?E?:AE{I)SJJRI?';E Others's Property, comprised in Dag No. 2126 (P)
1) Tender Notice No0.05/2026 dt. I:alrjmiE c’»\‘f /th'\: ;"gk:_HTABnDrI]VISIC;ni i) For bid document and other details,| |THEREFORE REJETI POOJITA AND 5. | Branch :ARM_B TStmth 24 Parganas (831900) ,;II tthatL paét and parcelo‘c;[DEO_M olf Rgst;d\_elgllial a) 25.01.2024 a) Rs. 20.82 Lakhs
01.05.2026 Tender No.6026PT018 ) / please login to website| |RENTI POOJTA IS THE SAME AND M/s. Sekh Varieties St da” M"“easu"agh. 4 ec'mea';J gh 'CFQ{ biR& 2605.:555.05 YRR 208 Lakk
due on 01.06.2026 may be read as | |frepairs/maintenance of quarters andf https:/lireps.gov.in ONE IDENTICAL PERSON AND Mis. Sekh Varieties situated at Mouza - Gobindapur, J.L.. No. 92, ) Rs. 26,05,558. ) Rs. 2. akhs
Due DT. 15.06.2026. |lservice buildings including stations, {f | E -gowan. - INDICATES MYSELF ONLY. Proprietor : Mr. Sekh Mahibur Rahaman Khatian No. 4019, LR Dag No. 302 & 307, P.S. - plus further interest & (23.06.2026)
P Bhangar under the jurisdiction of Jagulgachi Gram Charges as applicable
2) Tender Notice No.07/2026 dt.| [circulating areas, yards, foot overl |ii) Tenderers can submit their offers| gy == S/o. Sekh Ansar Ali . Panchayet and The Property is standing in the ¢} Rs. 0.21 Lakh
15.05.2026 Tender No.67255011A| |bridges, gardens/parks under thel fonline during tender submission period IMPORTANT Bhangar Bazar, (Near Bhangar Ramkrishna Bhakta | o0 e s clh Mahibur Rahaman, S/o. Sekh | c) 30.04.2024 (Symbolic)
due on 05.06.2026 may be read as | [jurisdiction of ADEN/MED for a period|| | which is the Fifteen days period prior Whilst care is taken prior to Sangha ), P.O. + P.S. - Bhangur , South 24 Ansar Ali vide Registered Deed No. -162105282 d) 23.06.2026
Due DT.18.06.2026. 01.07.2026 to 30.06.2027 Approx| flto closing of tender. acceptance of advertising Parganas, Fin - 743 502. for the year 2020, Registered in ADSR - Bhangare | d) Symbolic Possession From
; : . . copy, itis not possible to verify Mr. Sekh Mahibur Rahaman, Sfo. Sekh Ansar Ali | and Property is surrounded in : North - Propert 11.00 A.M.
Beside Above Mentioned Tenders | (Value (3): 2,11,74,999 EMD (3):{{iiy Tenderers should watch for any| | its contents. The Indiamn o ot P 5' it piegy ey 3
Th Are Other Tend Havi 4.23 500 A Mrs. Safura Bibi of Sahidul & Others, South - 8 Ft. Panchayet Road, e) Mehbub Hossain to
ere Are er tenders Having | fi4,293, corrigenda (issued online only) up to Exr;relss P) '—'m_g?df canno; Both are at : Bhangar Bazar, (Near Bhangar East - Property of Alamin, West - Property of Safikul | Baidya, Sr. Manager 4,00 P.M.
Value Ab(?ve Rs.50 Lakr.lsl. . Tender No. : 73_DRM_W_HYB_26{ |the date of commencement of the| | oo rante o for aﬁyﬁgz:ir Ramkrishna Bhakta Sangha ), P.O. + PS. - Molla. Mob. : 90930 17798
\I;\;)rb El)tetiﬁs, Please Visit Railway| fIName of the work: HYB Division:| | tender submission period. damage incurred as a result of Bhangur, South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743 502, e) Not known to Bank
ebsite Above. IADEN/NZB - Annual repairs/ . - . " transactions with companies, Alc. Nos. : 041920NCO0000045,
L : : ! : Chief Administrative Officer, | | associations or individuals 041920NC00000063 and 0419208700000140
A416 Pl\;ll::a'pzlr/%g;f‘na:f;gz mgln'tenarlwce Of, quangrs a”‘,‘ service A413 Const., Secunderabad advertising in its newspapers Property ID : PUNBS24PGNMAHIBUR
g puildings including stations, C|rc_ulat|ng or Publications. We therefore perly IV :
For further tender conditions / ||/ RSaIRANNGIINIAagg | For further tender conditions / recommend that readers - TERMS AND CONDITIONS :-
details and for downloading the i&ggi‘r;ﬂg;rr:rL;ndz:i;r;eézjrgs;jgggg ?; detallstanzl fo:; downloatdlng the before sending a);y A i | | The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.
tender documents, 30 06.2027 A P rox Value (3)- Ple“ er ‘.’tcu'"be'Tts’ ‘ or entering into any [ [1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS’
Please visit website at b 16 53; 994 EMDP'; 14.21.100 ' e_ase Visit website a agretehmen*_(s with ?dvertlsers 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the
https://www.ireps.gov.in or il R):4.21, https://www.ireps.gov.in or e oramse artng Onai; Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omissicn in this proclamation.
(UOTETARLIERTENTEENCALE | Tender No. : 74 DRM_W_HYB_26 www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in manner whatsoever. 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website : https://baanknet.com
|Name of the work: HYB_ Division:- 4, For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https:/ibaanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in
Annual an?ll contract for bridge works 5. Bank shall not be liable for any kind of statutory dues against the property. Buyers shall be solely responsible for payment of any kind of taxes.
fin HYB Division for the year 2026-27 6. For Detailed Terms and Conditions of E Auction Sale befare submitting bids and taking part in the E Auction Sale Proceedings , Please Contact : Sh. Rajesh
IApprox Value (3): 60,00,000 EMD (): Kumar Jha - Chief Manager, Mobile No. 85212 56026, Shri Abhijeet Kumar - Senior Manager, Mobile No. 76204 35811, Shri Mehbub Hossain Baidya -
1,20,000 Senior Manager, Mobile No. : 90930 17798 and Shri Avinash Singh - Manager, Mobile No. 97304 26710.
For further details visit the website
wWww.ireps.gov.in STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002.
Divisional Railway Manager Date : 07.06.2026 Authorized Officer
(Works), Hyderabad Place : Baruipur Punjab National Bank, ARMB : South 24 Parganas
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The proof of the puddingis...

ALD
ACROSS THEAISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM

S A lawyer, I understand that

if two honourable judges

speak for the Court, it is the Su-

preme Court of India (SC)

which speaks. The Supreme
Court isa Constitutional court, itis also the
final appellate court, it has original jurisdic-
tion in some matters, it has superintend-
ence over all courts, it can review and over-
rule its own judgments, it can take up a
cause suo motu, it has the power to consti-
tute a Special Investigation Team (SIT) or a
Commission, it has the power to refer a
matter for investigation to a police agency,
it can refer a civil or commercial dispute to
mediation or arbitration, it can transfer a
matter from thejurisdiction of a High Court
to thejurisdiction of another High Court, it
can pronounce a man and a woman di-
vorced, it has the power to punish a person
for contempt of court, its interpretation of
the Constitution of India is the final word,
and it has the power to pass any order to “do
completejustice”. Itissaid that the SCisthe
most powerful court in the world.

Universal adult suffrage
Among its vast powers, one stands out.

In Stateof Madras vs VG Row, the Supreme
Court described itself as the sentinel qui
vive—awatchful guardian of the Constitu-
tion. What does the Constitution say about
elections?

® Article 324 vests in the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) the superintend-
ence, direction and control of the prepara-
tion of the electoral rolls for,...and the
conduct of all elections to, Parliament and
the Legislature of every State.

®Article 326 prescribes that elections to
the House of the People and the Legislative
Assemblies of States shall be on the basis of
adult suffrage (“The right to vote is a con-
stitutional right.” — SC).

There is no conflict between the two Ar-
ticles. The ECI s constitutionally obligated
to prepare the electoral rolls including
every adult in India. Obviously, there are
other other qualifications, like citizenship
and residence, imposed by the Constitu-
tion, the Citizenship Act, 1955 and the Rep-
resentation of the People Act, 1950. Each of
the laws prescribes an authority and a
procedure to determine whether a person
satisfies the qualifications under the law.

Thefundamental basis of universal adult
franchise is inclusion. Exclusion from the
electoral rollsis an exception and must follow
alaid-down procedure and adecision in writ-
ingthat is subject tojudicial review.

Interesting observations

Inthe course of thejudgment in Associ-
ation for Democratic Reforms vs Election
Commission dated May 27,2026 (in the con-
text of the SIR exercise in Bihar), the Su-
preme Court observed:

The Supreme
Court
judgment
noted that the
outcome of the
SIR exercisein
Bihar was the
net deletion of
approximately
4700,000
names fromthe
electoral roll of
2003.Six
persons out of
every100
adultsin Bihar
were excluded
from the final
electoral roll

® The commission decided to treat the
2003 electoral roll, with 01-01-2003 as the
qualifying date, as probative evidence of
eligibility, unless rebutted. Any person not
included in the 2003 roll must produce one
or more prescribed documents to establish
his/her eligibility as an elector [In Inderjit
Barua (1985) and Lal Babu Hussein (1995)
the SChad affirmed that names included in
theelectoral roll are entitled tothe presump-
tion of citizenship].

@ Upon scrutiny, where the eligibility of
any person is found to be doubtful, the
ERO/AERO is mandated to issue a show-
cause notice setting out the grounds for the
proposed exclusion and rendering a rea-
soned and speaking order. Any person ag-
grieved by a decision of the ERO shall be
entitled to prefer an appeal before the Dis-
trict Magistrate under S.24(a) of the RP Act,
1969. A second appeal may be filed under
S. 24(b) before the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of the state.

® The Commission, in the course of
preparing or revising electoral rolls, isun-
doubtedly empowered to examine ques-
tions bearing upon citizenship (“alimited
enquiry”—SC)...Importantly, the entirety
ofthis exercise remains amenable to judi-
cial review.

The judgment noted that the outcome
of the SIR exercise in Bihar was the net dele-
tion of approximately 47,00,000 names
from the electoral roll of 2003. Six persons
out of every 100 adults in Bihar were ex-
cluded from the final electoral roll.

Proofofthe pudding

Evenbefore the judgment was delivered

in the Bihar SIR case, the SIR exercise was
started and completed in West Bengal. Many
lakh names were deleted. There was an SC-
mandated judicial review by ad hocjudicial
officers. According to the data released by
the ECI and reports based on official figures
from the West Bengal SIR exercise were:
First phase: removed on account of death,
duplicate entries, shifted, absent, etc.
63.66lakh

Deleted after summary review mainly
on account of ‘logical discrepancies’:
27.16lakh

Total deletions: 90.83 lakh

Appeals filed to ad hoc judicial officers:
25 lakh (approx)

Appeals heard and disposed of (until May
14,2026): 6,581

Appeals accepted and names reinstated
intherolls: 4,043

Percentage of success 61.43%

West Bengal was the only state where an
SC-mandated process of judicial review of
the deletions was undertaken. Not in Bihar.
Juxtapose the judgment and the results of
the judicial review. If we apply the success
rate of the West Bengal sample (61.43 per
cent) to the deleted names in Bihar
(47,00,000), it is a fair conclusion that ap-
proximately 28,87,210 persons — who did
not vote — would be entitled to be rein-
stated in the Bihar electoral roll.

The conclusion exposes the hollow-
ness of the ECI’s claims and the inaccur-
acy, unreliability and lack of credibility of
the SIR exercise. After ECI’s blessings, will
democracy survive?

Patriarchy & the
mother-in-law
tropein India

AUDREY DMELLO

HE DOMINATING mother-in-law occupies a
prominent place in India’s social imagination. She is
the villain of television serials, the subject of jokes,
and arecurring character in domestic violence
cases. Giribala Singh’s comments about Twisha Sharma’s per-
sonal life — policing her body, sexuality, and behaviour —
have reinforced the trope. There is an uncomfortable paradox
at the heart of this stereotype: The mother-in-law who was
once ayoung bride herself, subjected to control, humiliation,
and violence, later inflicts the same on her daughters-in-law.

The television serial Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi
popularised the constant battle between the saas (mother-in-
law) and the bahu (daughter-in-law). While often
exaggerated for entertainment, these narratives reflect ten-
sions present in many households where women are pitted
against one another as rivals competing for authority.

Real-life cases reveal a more troubling reality. In prosecu-
tions involving dowry deaths and domestic violence,
mothers-in-law frequently appear as accused. National crime
data shows complaints often involve female relatives, too.

Public discourse treats this as evidence that women are
“women’s worst enemies”. Such explanations obscure the
larger patriarchal structure that produces such conflict.
Women did not design the dowry system, create patrilocal
marriage, or establish inheritance structures — systems
that favour men. Yet women become agents through which
these systems are maintained. Daughters/sisters, however
loved, are taught to obey their fathers/brothers. Wives, how-
ever independent, are expected to defer to husbands. As
women, their value rests on the extent to which they sacri-
fice for their male family members.

In a patriarchal society, women are subtly, but
consistently, socialised and trained to police one another.
Saas over bahu. Jethani (elder sister-in-law) over devrani
(younger sister-in-law), nanand (husband’s sister) over the
bhabhi (brother’s wife). The resentment is not personal
rivalry but structural conditioning. It starts when little girls
see female relationships steeped in jealousy, competition,
and backbiting. They grow up believing that female relation-
ships are fragile and shallow. When a paternal grandmother
insults her mother, leaving her mother feeling isolated, the
girl learns that women don’t stand together.

Marriage involves a woman leaving her natal home and
moving into her husband’s family. Traditionally, she enters the
household with little power, expected to serve elders, perform
domestic labour, and conform to family expectations. A
woman’s social status improves with age, particularly after she
becomes the mother of sons. The son becomes her source of
security, influence, and identity in a society where women'’s
access to property, income, and independent social status re-
mains constrained. When the son marries, the daughter-in-law
enters a structure in which authority has already been hard-
won by older women. The arrival of a daughter-in-law is per-
ceived as a threat to that authority and emotional security.

Turkish feminist scholar Deniz Kandiyoti described this
phenomenon as the “patriarchal bargain”. Women, oppressed
by asystem, participate in sustaining it because compliance
offers social rewards and resistance carries significant costs.
Thus, the abusive mother-in-law is not an exception to patri-
archy but one of its products. Patriarchy does not survive solely
because men enforce it. It survives because its values become
internalised and reproduced within families. Women are its
most effective gatekeepers. A young woman’s clothing is scruti-
nised not by her father but by her grandmother. Her
movements are restricted not by her husband but by her
mother-in-law. Her choices about work, marriage, or mother-
hood are questioned by other women long before any man
voices an objection. This is what makes patriarchy so resilient.

A revolution to dismantle patriarchy is possible when
women stop seeing each other as rivals and start recognising
each other as allies in the struggle for dignity, freedom, and
equality.

The writer is the director of Majlis, a legal centre for women & children

How an IMD discovery in 1920s
changed monsoon forecasts

HISTORY HEADLINE
BY AMITABH SINHA

HE EL NINO phenomenon is
fairly well known in India, thanks
to widespread discussion in the
mediain connection with itsim-
pact on the Indian monsoon. El Nifio
Southern Oscillation, or ENSO, is a large-
scale ocean-atmosphere interaction play-
ing out in the Pacific Ocean region that
happens to be the biggest cause of year-on-
year variationsin global climate. It has pro-
found impacts on weather events every-
where, including the Indian monsoon.

What is much less known is that this
global phenomenon, at least the atmos-
pheric component of this ocean-atmos-
phere interaction, was first discovered by
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) in the early 1920s. It was British
mathematician Sir Gilbert Walker, work-
ing as head of IMD, a position that was at
that time described as Director General of
Observatories, who had noticed the see-
saw behaviour of air pressure between the
east and west Pacific Ocean, something
that became known as the Southern Os-
cillation, or SO.

While working to develop a reliable
forecast model for the Indian monsoon,
Walker, who had a nearly 21-year tenure at
IMD from 1904 t01924,had decided tolook
atexternal influences, having realised that
the monsoon was not an isolated phenom-
enon over the Indian region. Meticulously
going through all the weather observation
data that used to be collected at the time,
Walker noticed three large systems, two in
the Pacific and one in the Atlantic Ocean,
in which the atmospheric pressures peri-
odically oscillated between being very high

Sir Gilbert Walker, who headed IMD, found
that the Southern Oscillation could have an
impact on the Indian monsoon

and very low at the opposite ends. The
Southern Oscillation was so named be-
cause it was relatively south of the other
two, which were called the North Atlantic
Oscillation and North Pacific Oscillation.
He found the Southern Oscillation to be
the most persistent and also the most likely
tohave animpact on the Indian monsoon.
Decades later, Norwegian-American
meteorologist Jacob Bjerknes linked the
Southern Oscillation to the periodic warm-
ing and cooling of the equatorial Pacific
Ocean, or El Nifio. Natives of the western
coastline of South America, in the coun-
tries of Peru and Ecuador, were aware of
this periodic change in sea surface tem-
peratures for centuries. But it was Bjerknes
who showed in the late 1960s that the two
processes, the ocean phenomenon of El
Niflo and the atmospheric phenomenon of
Southern Oscillation, formed a feedback
loop in which one reinforced the other.
This discovery gave the scientists their
first understanding of this complete pro-
cess. EINifio and La Nifia, the two opposite
phases of ENSO, are now known to in-

fluence every large-scale weather phenom-
enonintheworld. Inthe EINifio phase, the
equatorial Pacific Ocean, off the coast of
South America, gets warmer than normal,
whilein the LaNifia phase, it gets cooler. El
Nifio hasageneral warming impact on the
planet. Itis known to suppress rainfall over
the Indian and Australian region, including
southeast Asia, but causes bountiful rains
to happen over the North Americas. La
Nifia has opposing impacts.

Walker's discovery of the southern os-
cillation marked a major improvement in
the scientific understanding of monsoon
and resulted in greater scientific ground-
ing of its forecasts. Before that, forecasts,
issued since the establishment of IMD in
the 1870s, relied heavily on statistical cor-
relations.

However, monsoon forecasts did not
suddenly become accurate. Even decades
after discovering the ENSO link, IMD
struggled to provide reliable forecasts. That
isbecause the monsoon is a highly complex
system, and its relationship with ENSO is
notcausal. In fact, because of the lack of re-
liable predictors, the IMD, for a very long
time, between 1932 and 1988, had stopped
providing monsoon forecasts for the entire
country. Its forecasts used to be limited
only to northwest India and the peninsular
region. And even this was not quantitative.
Instead of mentioning the percentage of
normal rainfall expected during the season,
as it does now, IMD then used terms like
“slightly above normal” or “not far from
normal”.

It was only in 1988 that IMD restarted
all-India forecasts and reintroduced the
quantitative element into its predictions.
Over the years, IMD has significantly up-
graded its computational abilities, obser-
vational network, and prediction models,
resulting in remarkable improvements in
long-range forecasts. But new challenges
have arisen, particularly those related to ex-
treme weather events.

The writer is Deputy Editor, Climate & Science,
The Indian Express

Letus talk
about education

i o
FIFTHCOLUMN
BY TAVLEEN SINGH

TISastonishingthat it hasbecome fashionable totalk about

education. For the wrong reasons maybe, but at least we are

discussing the most undiscussed and, in my view, the most

vital reform that India needs. So far, all talk has been about
NEET and leaked papers and the venality that has been revealed
in the CBSE exam system. Desperate young students have been
driven to suicide because of these corrupt practices. This alone
should shame those responsible. So, when the noise and drama
of these events die, please, please let us continue talking about
the rot in our education system.

Maybe this time we will talk about it a little longer because
of India’s newest political party making leaked papers their first
cause. By the time you read this, the leader of the Cockroach Ja-
nata Party should have landed in Delhi and probably been ar-
rested before he manages to hold a protest rally at Jantar Mantar.
Itis my fervent hope that even if the protest fails, the cause that
he claims has brought him back home will not be forgotten.
There must be accountability and heads must roll. He has de-
manded the resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan, and if this
man had any self-respect, he would have already resigned, but
this will solve nothing.

Therotgoesdeep and hasspread from thetop to the very bot-
tom. The reason why our political leaders and high officials never
send their children to government schools is because they know
that they have built schools that offer not real learning but barest
literacy. When Indian children from Tamil Nadu and Himachal
competed in the Programme for International Student Assess-
ment (PISA) in 2009, they came second last. In this exam, 15-year-
olds were tested for their skills in reading, mathematics and
science. Alarm bells should have gone off across India but if our
babus have one superpowet, it is knowing how to keep bad news
from reaching the ears of their political masters.

We did not need an international test to establish that
schools run by the Indian state are abysmal. If our prime min-
isters have had one thing in common, it is their neglect of edu-
cation. Jawaharlal Nehru built the IITs but appeared not to no-
tice that the only children able to get into them were from
upper caste, middle class families. He also did not notice that
on his watch was created a higher education system that was
so tightly controlled by the government that it killed all
chances of excellence or research. One reason is meddlesome
officials. If there is to be reform, then it should start with the
abolition of the University Grants Commission. It is an un-
needed busybody that gives officials unneeded power.

Before writing this piece, I had a chat with Michel Danino
who knows from the inside how the system works. He worked
in the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) and recently got into trouble with the Supreme Court
for telling the truth about corruption in the judiciary inaschool
textbook. WhenIasked him what were the three most important
reforms that needed to be made in the school system, he said
that for a start, instead of students being treated as a ‘passive
sponge’, they need to be encouraged to participate. In other
words, less rote learning,.

The second reform he recommendsis the setting up of proper
teacher training institutes. And third, that there be investment
in school infrastructure. Government schools lack such basic
things as libraries, playgrounds, clean water and toilets. I have
visited village schools in many states and seen some that are just
empty sheds. So,Icould not agree more. Theironyisthatthe one
reform that hasbeen made is for teachers tobe paid hefty salaries.
These are sometimes ten times higher than the paltry salaries
teachers earn in the thousands of private schools that have
sprouted across rural India.

It is heartbreaking to think of how disadvantaged Indian
children will be when they go out into a world where the com-
petition could be Al children. Already, we have ‘graduates’ who
cannot find jobsbecause they have left college without being able
to articulate an idea or solve a simple equation. It has been said
more than once that the problem in India is not unemployment
but unemployability.

In2013, whenIwas a passionate Modi-bhakt and hoped with
all my heart that he would be able to bring the changes India so
desperately needs, I was once summoned to meet him. He was
still Chief Minister of Gujarat but knew in his heart that when the
general election came the following year, he would be prime min-
ister. He asked me what I felt were the things that most urgently
needed to be done. And, I said he needed to rectify the mistakes
that Congress prime ministers had made, which was to neglect
education and healthcare.

We talked uninterrupted for more than an hour at the end, of
which I was convinced that I had made my point. Clearly, I had
notorbynowweshould have seen arevolutionary improvement
in government schools that are in states governed by BJP chief
ministers. Today that includes all major Hindi-belt states, Maha-
rashtra and now West Bengal. Will the Cockroach noises bring
some urgency? It is my sincerest hope that this will happen.

N 2018, close to 400 women from 17

panchayats assembled outside the

Bodhgaya block office, with ademand:

giveus work, or unemployment allow-
ance. The block development officer locked
his room and slipped out through a back
door. He could not get far. The women sur-
rounded the building and sloganeered. Two
days later, the women got work.

One of them was Anju. She tells the
story with a laugh—the BDO locking his
door and the look on the faces of men who
had never seen 400 women arrive with de-
mands and a will to stay until those were
met. The laugh signifies the satisfaction of
someone who was told, for most of her life,
that she had no power but found out
otherwise.

Anjuwasbornin1978inrural Bihar. Her
father did not let her go to school. His rea-
son: if she went, a witch would eat her. So
the school years passed, and she grew up
unable to read or write. At 15, she was mar-
ried. Her husband drank and beat her. For
eight hours of farm work, she was paid one
and a halfkilograms of rice, not money. She
stayed in the marriage. She thought, “Iam
not educated; what else can I do?”

What thewitch couldn’t eat

Then, in 2006, Jeevika came. A self-
help group was forming in her village. She
would have to save five rupees a week. She
did not have five rupees. Another woman
told her, “Take out a fistful from the rice
you cook each day and save it. That will
be enough.”

She started going to the group. She
started talking. Slowly and gradually, the
group became a safe space for her, asolace
from the daily beatings. She took a loan of
Rs 4,000 when her daughter needed
money for school admission. She brought
the money home. Her husband went quiet.
“He felt that I, too, could do something,”
she says. “That I can bring money.” The
beatings stopped, not because he reformed,
butbecause hisidea of her as powerless had
been broken.

MGNREGA came to her in 2015. The
contrast with casual farm labour was stark.
Three hours of work in the morning, rang-
ing fromsoil cuttingand tree planting, with
the payment done in cash, not kind, with a
group of forty women who laughed and di-
vided tasks and made the work feel less of
achore. “We worked,” she says, “even with-
out being educated”.

SHESAID

BY AARUSHEE

For a woman who had spent years be-
lieving that the lack of education explained
everything, this experience was a recali-
bration. She learned something else, too:
she had rights. If work was not provided
within 15 days of a demand, she was en-
titled to an unemployment allowance.
That the state could owe her something
was new information, and she filed it care-
fully in her mind.

In 2018, when the work stopped
coming, she used it. Four hundred
women, seventeen panchayats, one court-
yard, one demand. The BDO ran. The
work came back. “I felt proud,” she says.
This is what pride looks like when it has
been earned. The pride of a woman who
was told a witch would eat her if she went
toschool, who saved five rupees and a fist-
ful of rice at atime, who stood in a govern-
ment courtyard with hundreds of others,
watching the men run.

Anju now works at a Haldiram’s fac-
tory. Twelve hours a day, making a meagre
Rs 400. She does not know about the
Union Budget this year, or the proposal to
replace MGNREGA with the VB-GRAMG,
or the debate about shifting the pro-

SHUKLA

Kolkata

gramme from demand-driven to supply-
driven. She has not had time to meet any-
one or get information since she started at
the factory. When told that MGNREGA
had been effectively discontinued, she
went quiet.

Thisis the silence policymakers should
sit with and deconstruct. The shift from a
demand-driven to a supply-driven em-
ployment is, in the language of policy, a
technical adjustment. On the ground, it
means that women like Anju, who learned
slowly and at great cost that they had the
right to demand work, no longer have that
right. The legal entitlement that gave her
the language for the gherao, the grounds
to stand in that courtyard and shout, is
quietly being retired.

MGNREGA was not perfect. But for
Anju, it was three hours in the morning,
cash in hand, forty women laughing in a
field, and the knowledge that if the work
didn’t come, the state owed her an answer.

Aarushee Shukla is PhD scholar at INU

Editor (Planning & Projects) Shalini Langer
curates the fortnightly ‘She Said’ column
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48 TEAMS, 16 CITIES, 3 COUNTRIES

The 2026 FIFA World Cup, spread across the United States, Mexico, and Canada, is the biggest the sport has ever staged. There are the

personalities — the players and powerbrokers who have shaped the four years since Qatar. There is the geography
States have hosted this tournament before — and the nostalgia— of what happened on those pitches. And in this edition, there are some
L things happening for the first time.

How the Mexican Wave took
over the sporting world

The first instance of sighting a Mexican wave is still under debate, but it
was at the 1986 edition in Mexico where the world got to witness it

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY

Shivani Naik
June 6

WHEN YOU say, in Wave theory
lie the underpinnings of Optics,
you might in a tiny chance, be
talking of Foundational Physics.

Mostly, you would be think-
ing of football though.

InJuneof2026 with the FIFA
World Cup 10 days away, the op-
tics of how the Mexican Wave,
cametoacquirethatname, tend
to be resented by Americans
whoin ashow of defiance, call it
just the 'Wave'. The Canadians,
expectedly follow.

At the heart of this conster-
nation is its provenance - some-
thing American football Univer-
sity and franchise cheerleaders,
and attendees of the 1984 LA
Olympicsand evenaVancouver
hockey team, bicker over,
amongst themselves.

The Mexicans simply rose
in unison with hands raised,
and satdown after amoment of
un-self conscious grinning
smiles, as the wave moved, and
then satdown promptly backin
the 1986 World Cup that they
hosted solely. Television broad-
casts beamed the stadium phe-
nomenon across the world --
and the human crest and
trough that needed no re-
hearsals, acquired the gleeful

name of a '"Mexican Wave' --
now intertwined into history of
the 1986 edition. It became a
constant source of me-first-
moanings by Americans,
grudging their southern neigh-
bours becoming eponymous
with sport's most organically
happy-making cultural schtick.

The many happy hands of
ordinary fans being second in
fame, perhaps only to Hand of
God. The intellectualisation
happened much later. Physicist
Tamas Viksek's team at Eotvos
Lorand University in Hungary
even published in Nature in
2002, calculating the wave
travels at 12 metres per second,
has an average width of 15 seats,
needsa critical mass of 30 people
going up at the same time, and
tends to roll clockwise 75% of
times. Crowd behaviour was mi-
nutely studied for how it was
similar to other excitable dis-
turbances in nature.

Fansat Monterrey or Estadio
Aztecain1986- not all Mexicans
either, mind - would've scarcely
known thatjoininginawave for
a lark, would trigger so many
Americans forthe next40years.
From British newspapers like
Guardian in early Aughties to a
digital interactive podcast host
of The Athletic, would in all seri-
ousness, ask the question: Is

Most times, the Mexican wave’s got nothing
todowithwhat’s happening onthefootball
field, and can even signify boredom. There
were only so many matches at 1986, where
Maradona could feature.

Mexican Wave really Mexican?
And expect authentication.

It might look like synchron-
ized art on TV, but the Mexican
Wave is the most free-range of
fan activities, and runson the T-
Shirtscribble of Stay Excited and
Wait Your Turn.

Mosttimes, it'sgot nothingto
dowithwhat'shappeningonthe
football field, and can even sig-
nify boredom of fans. There
were only so many matches at
1986 Mexico, where Maradona
could feature in. So a Mexican
Wave, atleast offered something
todowhile nothing of note hap-
pened. But the
non-North
American, Eng-
lish speaking
sporting world happily adopted
the haiku if not magnum opus of
the Mexican Wave. In Italy, Por-
tugal, Spain, they dubbed it La
Ola (olais wave).

Things have come to a head
thissummeras Mexicoand USA
are lumped together as hosts.

NOSTALGIA

0Old wounds have reopened.

The American contention is
it dates back to 1981. For some,
thetime-stampisaUniversity of
Washington Homecoming
(American) football game on Oc-
tober 31, where Husky "Yell
Leader" Rob Weller and march-
ingband director Bill Bissell, in-
vented the choreographed se-
quence. A rival claimant in
glorious American anti-trust
fashion seethingat monopolies,
is "Krazy" George Henderson
who pins the origins at an Oak-
land vs. New York baseball game
on October 15.

NBA of early
80s, ice hockey
of late 70s, open-
ing ceremony of
the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics
all stake claim to being the first
time, fuelling a debate that
might never be satisfactorily
solved. When Guardian asked
this question two decades ago,
fan-sightings of the Wave, went
back to an obscure basketball

INDIAVS AFGHANISTAN

scene from Teen Wolf circa1984
as well as the Brazil vs France
Olympics football final at Pa-
sadena the same year. From du-
bious cave carvingstoappropri-
ations from Plato's Meno, the
name Mexican Wave is not
allowed tosettle - which by defi-
nitioniswhatawave oughttodo.

Coca Cola at some point put
out aspot to get USA's Hispanic
community to sip its bubbled
sugar-water by using the Mex-
ican wave - because - Duh! - the
wave was Mexican.

Mexicans seemed to have
simply transported it from their
domesticgamesin the industrial
city of Monterrey, from 1970s,
though football across Latin
Americarecalls seeing the wave
attheirownstadia, and not fuss-
ing much about how it all
started. You wouldn't be able to
pinpoint it in a stadium even
today in 2026.

The wave, however, canbe a
trickyjudgment on the quality of
football on offer. If the game in
front was interesting, whole sta-
dium capacities wouldn't be
glancinglefttoget ready tojump
and throw their handsin theair,
and see the merriment in it all.
The Mexican Wave tendstobea
sort of non-hostile gleeful de-
fiance. Eveninthe US. At Michi-
gan football games, waves would

take off precisely after crusty ad-
ministrators would rumble into
the microphone to desist from
starting the tide.

When it reached the MCG in
Australia, and the wave was
broken because the snobs and
'Members'refused tojoinin, the
rest of the stadium would boo
thesuits. It wasbanned because
rowdies would fling bottles in
the name of the wave, but Adam
Gilchrist couldn't resist joining
in,justwhenitwasbanned. The
beauty of Mexican Wavesin1986
was anybody could start it, and
nobody could stopit.

Mexico only hosted 1986 be-
cause original hosts, Colombia
backed out after 1982. Then a
earthquake a year before the
World Cup led to destruction in
Mexico City. By thetime thejam-
boree arrived, Mexicans and
those whowound up there from
all over the world, would've
simply latched onto ajoyous out-
let to join in the fun. All those
hands up in the air, a mass
cheekiness on show, would no
doubt have inspired the Al-
mighty Cheekiness of Maradona
and his divine hand. Coordi-
nated or not, the Mexican Wave
came on TV - and travelled like
strains of merry mariachi musi-
cians; the Americans left in the
wake of the wave.

— Mexico and the United

FIFA's price gamble
has made World Cup
arichman’s game

Dynamic pricing, aresale marketplace
and 15% commission on both ends —
the business of football’s biggest event

Shashank Nair
June6

THE FACT that the global body
of football would capitalise on
a World Cup being held on
North American soil was never
in doubt. But it is the varying
layers of costs, added across dif-
ferent mediums, that have
turned the 2026 World Cup
acrossthe USA, Mexicoand Ca-
nada into an event where the
best matches have simply be-
come unaffordable to a signifi-
cant group of fans.

At the heart of this is dy-
namic pricing. For long, events
have priced theirtickets ataset
value. People have purchased
those tickets at that value and,
based ondemand, sold them at

havetolookat the market —we
are in the market in which en-
tertainment is the most devel-
oped in the world. So we have
to apply market rates," FIFA
president Gianni Infantino
said.

The justification is that
where there is demand, FIFA
must strive to earn the topmost
dollar. Ithasalsoled tovariance
in prices. Group stage tickets
cost anywhere between $60
and $620. According to the As-
sociated Press, the number of
$60 tickets for each game is
likely to be in the hundreds, not
thousands — accounting for
roughly 1.6% of total available
seats.

There is a disagreement be-
tween FIFA and fans over who

higher priceson should be pres-
secondary plat- entatabig-ticket
formsand made F I RST TI M E World Cup
a profit. Dy- match. Dynamic

namic pricing essentially at-
tempts to remove that second-
ary retail market by basing
ticket prices on demand and
supply.

Dynamic pricing is a part of
everyday life. The Rapido bike
you book works on the same
principle. The cost of aride goes
up during the rainy season or
peak traffic, but drops during
lunch hour. Sometimes the
customer benefits, sometimes
the service provider benefits —
but the middleman market-
place benefits all the time.
What FIFA did, though, was to
create a marketplace for resell-
ingtickets, and then decided to
charge 15% from both the seller
and the buyer, ensuring that re-
gardless of demand or supply,
they profit.

"An authorized resale mar-
ket enables the seller to control
the exchange and charge com-
missions and is the seller's best
revenue-maximizing mechan-
ism. That is the core economic
logic behind FIFA's resale plat-
form," Pnina Feldman, an as-
sociate professor from the
Darden School of Business at
the University of Virginia, told
ESPN.

According to
Ticketdata.com, the cheapest
ticket available was for a Cape
Verde vs Saudi Arabia Group H
fixture at the Reliant Stadium,
with prices hovering around
the $160-170 mark. But the
issue with dynamic pricing
emerges with the bigger games.
The World Cup final, initially
priced at $6,730 for the top cat-
egory, has now risen to over
$10,990 in the latest sales. "We

pricing favours fans willing to
pay astronomical amounts for
better games while relegating
those who cannot afford them
towatchinglessin-demand fix-
tures. It hasled to skyrocketing
prices fortoplevel gamesand a
serious lack of demand for cer-
tain group stage matches.

FIFA has been accused of
trying to offload tickets for
these low-turnout games by
selling large quantities to unof-
ficial resale websites. Accord-
ing to the Telegraph, blocks of
seats appeared on SeatGeek for
$200, well below the $700 valu-
ation on FIFA's own resale mar-
ketplace. In some cases, as
many as 18 blocks of seats were
available on the site, which is
inconsistent with normal re-
seller behaviour and pointstoa
mass dumping of cheap inven-
tory into the market. “Official
price cuts could trigger refund
demands or consumer-protec-
tion headaches from fans who
already bought at higher prices.
Instead FIFA keeps official
prices high, avoids admitting
the market-clearing price is
lower, and moves unsold in-
ventory through third-party re-
sale platforms," said Florian
Ederer, an economics professor
from Boston University.

FIFA prez Gianni Infantino. Reuters

Gill, Rahul tons put Afghans toswordonDay 1

Lalith Kalidas
New Chandigarh, June 6

BY THE time Zia Ur Rahman
and Azmatullah Omarzai
skimmed through their first
oversofthe dayagainst Yashasvi
Jaiswal and KL Rahul, it was
amply clear that the pitch and
the seamers could not have
startled the Indian openers.
Playing a Test match in the
burning June heat at a new
northern venue is a relatively
new experience for the Indian
unit, too. But the feeling of facing
Test thoroughbreds for days is
much more stifling for Afghan-
istan. Anunhelpful bowling sur-
face, though, isn't a new feeling
forRahmanand histeammates.
Adjustingtothesurface after
losing the toss at the New PCA
Stadium on Saturday, Afghanis-
tanhad exhausted reservesofan
entire XI, sapped limbs, sloppy
palms and uninspired minds.
The visitors were soon tele-
ported back in time. Back to
2018, when a classic desi batting

order gatecrashed their red-
letter day in Bengaluru. Shub-
man Gill's group matched them
on execution and buried the
Afghansunderagreater volume
of runs, with 368 for three in 85
overs, on the opening day.

The template followed from
whatmade the transition briefly
seem a lot smoother in England
last year, a stoic Rahul century
(100),acontrolled ton from cap-
tain Gill (103 not out), a
composed 81 from No. 3Sai Sud-
harsan and the return of a free-
spirited Rishabh Pant. English-
man Richard Pybus had
travelled the world coaching
teams before the Afghanistan
job. A visit to Kabul before his
first assignment as head coach
in the one-off Test was a revel-
ation for the 61-year-old.

There was little that his
bowlers could do when a black
soil pitch replicated that con-
crete feeling. Only the lack of
outright pace and bounce could
have disrupted the top-order
now. The opening few overs sug-

KL Rahul scored a100 onDay 1
of the Test. KAMLESHWAR SINGH

gested minimal carry, as the
seamers' deliveries fell well short
of the keeper. Despite their con-
spicuous handicap on speeds,
Rahman and Omarzai stuck to
theirlengths, forcing Rahul and
Jaiswal to assess and reassess
their options early against the
uneven bounce.

And when an opportunity
arose in the shape of an outside
edge in the 11th over from Rah-
man, Hashmatullah Shahidi

was overly cautious to spend a
review, the heat clearly taking its
toll. A spill at gully off Jaiswal
wouldn't hurt as much; the left-
hander poked one around his
hips to the keeper on 24 in the
12th over. After struggling to
sync his feet and wrists on the
backfoot through the opening
hour, Rahul deftly grew into his
strokes on the leg-side.

The scoring picked up im-
mediately post lunch when
Rahul chip-charged Kharote for
a four and backed it up with a
proper meaty cutoffthe nextde-
livery. The freshly appointed
vice-captain was still resigned
fromscoringbehind Sudharsan,
whoreturned abetter account of
himself.

His iffy tendencies to hang
backtoeven considerably fuller
lengths were partially tested by
the spinners, though none bore
adequate venom. Sudharsan
(81) would eventually fall
caught-behind, the grip charac-
teristically turning over the
handle on a full-blooded drive

on an overpitched ball from
pacer Mohammed Saleem.

Even Rahul's meticulous
knockwore offaball aftera cen-
tury thatlacked itsusual off-side
colour, holing out to cover. The
senior opener's lapses after
checkpoints have somewhat
formed a trend, falling exactly
on100onhislastthree Testcen-
turies, twice off deliveries suc-
ceeding the milestone.

The evening handover was
flawless as Gill and Pant were
batting as if they had locked in
for training on one of those ce-
ment slabs. Gill breezed to his
sixth century in 15 innings as
captain in only 138 balls.

The statement knock was,
however, reserved for Pant. He
clasped offie Abdul Malik with
three thumpingsixesinanover,
nearly athird of the entire count
he gathered during the IPL
summer.

BRIEF SCORES: India 368 for
threein 85overs (Gill 103,
Rahul100, Sudharsan 81, Sa-
leem 2/67) vs Afghanistan

Thelone Afghan fanin the stands

Nitin Sharma
New Chandigarh, June 6

ON HIS way to the Maharaja Ya-
davindra Singh PCA Stadiumin
Mullanpur on Saturday morn-
ing, Khial Mohammad told his
cab driver something worth re-
membering. Afghanistan, he
said, stands very little chance
againstIndia. But the players will
give their best. They always do.

Mohammad had come
alone. Of the 2,000-odd fans in-
side the ground, hewasthe only
onewavingan Afghanistan flag,
standing in the harsh summer
sun in the Harbhajan Singh pa-
vilion. By afternoon, four other
Afghan fans had trickled in to
other parts of the ground. Until
then, it was just him.

He had reasons to be there
beyond the match. Two of the
players on the field are old
friends. Nangeyalia Kharote,
whomade his Test debut on Sat-
urday, is from Baghlan province.
Zia Ur Rahman Sharifi is from
Khost. Mohammad knows both

Kolkata

Khial Mohammad in Mullanpur
on Saturday. EXPRESS PHOTO

from the junior cricket circuit
back home.

AZXabulnative, Mohammad
has been studying at a private
university near Chandigarh
since 2022, when his father sent
him to India for his MBA. His
younger brother Mujeeb Reh-
man still plays in the junior cir-
cuitin Afghanistan. Cricket runs
inthe family conversation, if not
quite the family profession.

Mohammad played cricket
himself through his teenage
years before his father sent him
toChandigarh. Overtheyearshe

hasfollowed Afghanistan todif-
ferent venues across India.

Hehaswatched hiscountry's
cricket grow from a distance,
province by province. Nangar-
har gave them Rashid Khan.
Khost gave them Rahmanullah
Gurbaz. Paktia gave them Mo-
hammad Nabi. The grounds
backhome are mostly college or
open fields, the pitches concrete
slabs. "India has helped Afghan-
istan a lot, providing them the
home venue," he says. "Afghan-
istan has only played 12 Tests in
26years. But the team will make
anamein Testcrickettoo, likein
ODIsand T20Is.”

And hebecamea Virat Kohli
fan in 2012, after the 183 against
Pakistan in the Asia Cup.
Afghanistan does not yet have
an international stadium,
though a 100-acre sports com-
plex is coming up in Kabul. Mo-
hammad has a wish. "Every
Afghan fan hopes to see Virat
Kohli play in Kabul someday," he
says. He plans to meet Kharote
and Sharifi after the day's play.
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INDIA’S T201 SQUAD ANNOUNCEMENT

The Iver story: From two & half years of

rejection to national team cap

The Mumbai man built one of the

strongestleadership CVsinIndianT20 |

cricket, leading KKR to 2024 IPL title
and PBKS to 2025 IPL final

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, June 6

INDIA HAVE won two T20
World Cups since Shreyas Iyer
last played a T20 international.
He watched both from outside,
notindisgrace, not after a pub-
lic falling out, but in a kind of
administrative limbo that In-
dian cricket occasionally in-
flicts on players it cannot quite
place. Now, in a sudden turn of
events, Iyer has notjust been re-
called to the side but also
named T20 captain, replacing
the World T20-winning skipper
Suryakumar Yadav.

Inthosetwoand ahalfyears,
Iyer built what may be the
strongest leadership CV in In-
dian T20 cricket. He led Kolkata
Knight Riders to their third IPL
titlein 2024, finishing top of the
table and winning the final by
eight wickets. “I personally felt
I didn’t get the recognition I
wanted after winning the IPL,”
he said. “But at the end of the
day, as long as you have self-in-
tegrity and you keep doing the
right things when no one is
watching, that is more impor-
tant.” He didn’t name anyone.

Then KKR didn’t retain
him. “I was part of the conver-
sation, but wasn’t completely in
the mix,” he told GQ India. He
moved to Punjab Kings and
took them to the final in 2025
forthe first timein eleven years.
In IPL 2026 he scored his
maiden IPL century, an un-
beaten101in a must-win match
against Lucknow Super Giants,
reaching it with a six. He is the
only player to have captained
three different IPL franchises to
a final. In 101 matches as cap-
tain his win percentage stands
at 54.45. At KKR in 2022, Pat
Cummins, then Australia’s Test
captain, played under him and
said publicly: “Wherever
Shreyas wantstobowl me,lam
happy.”

When Punjab paid Rs 26.75
croreatthe 2025 auction, Ricky
Ponting, who has worked with
Iyer across three stints at Delhi
Capitals, KKR and Punjab
Kings, explained the decision
simply: “We wanted the best
possible Indian captain. We got
our man.” On Iyer’s swagger at
the crease he was equally di-
rect: “He walked out with a cer-
tain amount of swagger about
him because he’s confident. He
knows if he does hislittle things
right, then he can’t fail.” After
the IPL 2026 century he de-
scribed the dressing room ef-
fect: “The moment he standsin
front of the group and speaks,
not a single eyeball leaves a
single word he says.”

The short-ball vulnerability
had followed Iyer for years. He
knew it. “People said I would
never fix my short-ball prob-
lem,” he told JioStar during IPL
2026. “That triggered me. I
wanted to prove them wrong.”
When his BCCI central contract
was withdrawn, he told his KKR
coach Chandrakant Pandit
simply: “Sir, I'll prove it.” The

We wanted the

best possible
Indian captain. We
gotour man. He
walked out with a
certain amount of
swagger about him
because he’s
confident. He knows
ifhe does hislittle
things right, then he
can’tfail”
RICKY PONTING,
ON WHY PBKS WENT FORIYER

change he describes is specific:
“Earlier, I would just take a
single or try to keep the ball
down. But now my mindset has
changed. If I see a short ball in
my zone, Iam going to hit it for
asix.” Behind it were 50 overs
and over 300 balls in a single
practice session, facing real
bowlers to build what he calls
clarity of movement.

The day before a match in
IPL 2026, Iyer pulled Nehal
Wadhera aside. “Tu khel bin-
daas, pressurelena merakaam
hai,” he told him, you play
freely, it’s my job to take the
pressure. “He enjoys the press-
ure, that’s why you can seeitin
his batting,” Wadhera told re-
porters. In IPL 2025, with Pun-
jab chasing history against
Mumbai Indians, Shashank
Singh was run out attemptinga
casual single at a critical mo-
ment and publicly scolded by
his captain. Then Iyer hitanun-
beaten 87 to take the team into
the final and took Shashank out
fordinner. “Ideserveit. Shreyas
should have slapped me,” Sha-
shanktold The Indian Express.
“But later, he took me out for
dinner.” Standards held, rela-
tionship preserved.

The questions about Iyer are
not about character but about
context. He will walk in as cap-
tain without those foundations,
to players who know him by
reputation more than by habit.
A franchise dressing room is
built over months, on shared
history and accumulated trust.
An international one asks him
tostart again.

India’s number four has
been a revolving door since he
was last in contention. His in-
stinct for a match situation,
when toanchor, when toaccel-
erate, is precisely what that
position hasbeen missing. The
England tour in July, five T20Is
followed by three ODIs, gives
him time to build what IPL
franchises handed him grad-
uallyWhen his central contract
was withdrawn, he told his
coach he would prove it. When
the selectors looked elsewhere
for two and a halfyears, he went
quiet and fixed what needed
fixing. No Indian T20 captain
hasarrived with a franchise rec-
ord this extensive, or with this
much time spent quietly earn-
ingit.

taincy

Shreyas lyer has been knocking on the national T20I squad for the past two years with good performances in the IPL . FILE/EXPRESS

Mission 2028: Selectors shift
from reputations to promise

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, June 6

LESS THAN three months after
lifting the T20 World Cup, India
have already begun turning the
page. The squads announced
for the Ireland and England
series on Saturday reflected a
sweeping reset rather than
minor tinkering — a World
Cup-winning captain dis-
carded, a 15-year-old fast-
tracked into the senior setup
and anew leadership group en-
trusted with taking the team
into its next cycle.

The contrast with the squad
thatlifted the T20 World Cupis
striking. Of the 15 players se-
lected for that tournament,
only 10 feature in the squad for
Ireland and England. Suryaku-
mar Yadav, who captained
India to the title, has been
dropped entirely. So too have
Hardik Pandya, Rinku Singh
and Kuldeep Yadav.

In their place come a new
captain in Shreyas Iyer, a new
vice-captain in Tilak Varma,
teen sensation Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshiand a crop of new names
that includes Prince Yadav,
RaviBishnoi and Nitish Kumar
Reddy.

Jasprit Bumrah has not
been selected for these tours,
but has been picked for the
Asian Games in Japan in Sep-
tember. Chairman of selectors
Ajit Agarkar admitted that the
decision to move on from Surya
was not easy.

"It'satough one, havingjust
won the World Cup... Partly his
(Surya's) own form, but also
looking at the next two-year
cycle or a little bit more than
two years now till the next
World Cup. We thought this
was the best way forward,"
Agarkar said in the press con-
ference on Saturday.

The decision marks a re-
markable turnaround for
Surya, who was at the centre of
celebrations when India lifted
the trophy in March, but now
finds himself out of the T20
setup.

While

the leadership

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi was picked after a stellar IPL season. REUTERS

change has grabbed the head-
lines, the promotion of Tilak
Varma to vice-captaincy per-
haps offers a bigger clue to In-
dia's long-term thinking. The
left-hander is only 23, but is al-
ready a key member of India's
white-ball plans. By making
himthe deputy atsuch ayoung
age, the selectors have signalled
that hewill be central toIndia's
plans for the next T20 cycle.

The most eye-catching ad-
dition, though, is Sooryavanshi.
The 15-year-old became one of
the stories of IPL 2026 with his
fearless batting and now finds
himself in the senior national
team. Agarkar suggested the
teenager had made selection
unavoidable.

"He's almost forced us to
pick him with how well he's
played. I know his age and how
early he is in his career. But we
can all see what kind of talent
hehas," he said.

For Sooryavanshi, the call-
up caps arise that has been al-
most unprecedented in Indian
cricket. The teenager made his
first-class debut in January
2024 and will now rub
shoulders with international
stars. Alongside Sooryavanshi,
uncapped pacer Prince Yadav
represents another example of
domestic and IPL perform-
ances being rewarded.

"We saw him (Prince) in the
Vijay Hazare Trophy and he
looked impressive. He can
move the ball, bowls towards
the end of the innings. He kind

of fits everything in white-ball
cricket," Agarkar said.

If Sooryavanshi's selection
pointstowards the future, Pan-
dya's omission underlines how
quickly things can change in
T20 cricket. The all-rounder
was India's vice-captain when
they won the 2024 T20 World
Cupand oneofthe team's most
influential players, but now
finds himself outside the squad
as selectors explore alternative
options.

"Hardik is one of our best
white-ball players. It gives us
also an opportunity to give
someone like Nitish Reddy a
few opportunities with T20
cricket. So, there will be a little
bit of a separation with regards
to T20. But the main objective
istoseeifhe (Pandya) can start
playing well and stay healthy
with 50-over cricket," Agarkar
said. There are notable con-
tinuities, too. Abhishek
Sharma, Sanju Samson, Ishan
Kishan, Shivam Dube, Axar
Patel, Varun Chakravarthy, Ar-
shdeep Singh, Mohammed
Siraj and Washington Sundar
all remain part of the setup. Yet
the overall message from Satur-
day's selections was unmistak-
able. India haven't merely re-
placed one captain with
another. They have broadened
the player pool, invested in
youth and started the process
of building towards the next
T20 World Cup.

The Surya era is over; the
Iyer era has begun.

*BRIEFLY

Mirra Andreeva defeated Maja Chwalinska in the final. ap

Mirra Andreeva claims her maiden
Grand Slam despitejittery start

MIRRA ANDREEVA became the youngest French Open
championin over three decades on Saturday as she swept
aside surprise finalist Maja Chwalinska 6-3 6-2 on a blustery
Court Philippe Chatrier, where the Pole seemed frozen by
the magnitude of the occasion. The 19-year-old Russian,
the youngest Roland Garros women's singles winner since
Monica Seles won her third straight titlein 1992 aged 18,
overcame ajittery start to claim her maiden Grand Slam
crown, growing in authority as the match wore on while
Chwalinska struggled to settle on the big stage. The world
number 114, who will rise to 21st in the world rankings on
Monday, had captivated Roland Garros with her tactical in-
telligence and fearless variety in a nine-match winning run
thatbegan in qualifying but the magic deserted herin the
final despite the support of Polish fans. REUTERS

eNotable omissions

HARDIK PANDYA:
Selectors wanted senior all-
rounder fit and ready for
2027 ODI World Cup, hence
decided to pick Nitish Kumar
Reddy instead for T20ls.

RINKU SINGH: Problem of
plenty again worked to his
detriment. With Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi's emergence
and a crowded middle-
order, finisher lost his spot.

KULDEEP YADAV: Wrist
spinner had an indifferent
IPL season with 10 wickets
and economy rate 0f 10.29,
leading to axe.

SQUADS FORIRELAND
AND ENGLAND SERIES:
Shreyas lyer (C), Abhishek
Sharma, Sanju Samson (WK),
Ishan Kishan (WK), Shivam
Dube, Tilak Varma (VC),
Nitish Reddy, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar, Varun
CV, Ravi Bishnoi, Mohd. Siraj,
Harshit Rana, Arshdeep
Singh, Prince Yadav, Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi.

SQUAD FOR2026 ASIAN
GAMES: Shreyas lyer (C),
Abhishek Sharma, Sanju
Samson (WK), Ishan Kishan
(WK), Shivam Dube, Tilak
Varma (VC), Nitish Reddly,
Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Varun CV, Ravi
Bishnoi, Jasprit Bumrah,
Harshit Rana, Arshdeep
Singh, Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi.

India win SAFF
women’s ¢’ships,
defeat B'desh

INDIA CLINCHED the SAFF
Women's Championships
football title for the sixth
time and first after seven
years with adominant 3-1
win over Bangladesh in the
summit clash on Saturday.
Pyari Xaxa (42nd), Sanfida
Nongrum (46th) and Lynda
Kom Serto (82nd) scored the
goals for India, while Ritu
Porna Chakma (45+2) pulled
one back for Bangladesh
who were defending the
title. The hosts had beaten
the same opponents 3-0in
the group stage. After the
win, stalwart Grace Dang-
meiannounced her interna-
tional retirement. PTI

India thrash
Japanto clinch
U-18 Asia Cup

ASHISH PURTI struck a fine
hat-trick asa dominant
India defeated hosts Japan
4-linthefinal tolift the
men's Under-18 hockey Asia
Cup title on Friday. Purti
scored inthe 2nd, 28th and
34th minutes while captain
Ketan Kushwaha (30th) also
found the back of the net as
India produced a
commanding display
againstthe home team.
Numada Gaku scored
Japan's lone goal of the con-
testin the 52nd minute. Ear-
lier, India defeated Pakistan
in the semis to reach final.
Purti was adjudged player
of the match. PTI

Iraq’s striker
questioned for
hoursinUS

IRAQ'S WORLD Cup striker,
Aymen Hussein, was held
and questioned for nearly
seven hours at Chicago's
O'Hare airport after arriving
with the squad early on Sat-
urday, an Iraqi sporting offi-
cial said. Hussein was
allowed in, butthe team's
photographer was barred
from entering US. REUTERS

1500m national
record holder

suspended

WOMEN’S 1500M national
record holder KM Deeksha,
Cricketer Bhupen Lalwani,
weightlifter Ajith Narayana,
who had won two bronzes
intherecent Asian Cham-
pionshipsin Gandhinagar,
and wrestler Sahil Jaglan,
who took partin Asian
Games trials a few days ago,
were among several
athletes handed provisional
suspension by the NADA for
failing dope tests on Satur-
day. One of the few
cricketersto have been
caught for doping, Lalwani
hasrepresented Mumbai
and Chhattisgarhin
domestic cricket. PTI

Minakshi leads
Indiaboxing
squad at WC

WORLD NO. 1Minakshiand
seasoned campaigner
Deepak will spearhead In-
dia's challenge at the World
Boxing Cup 2026 (Stage 2),
scheduled to take placein
Guiyang, China, from June
15to21. Thisisasecond-
string Indian team compris-
ing boxers who finished as
runners-up in the recently
concluded Commonwealth
Games and Asian Games
trials. India currently
stands third globally in
terms of overall top 10
ranked athletes, includinga
second-place positionin
the women's category and
fourthinthe men's. PTI

Antonelli takes
pole position at
Monaco GP

KIMIANTONELLI
mastered one of Formulal's
mostintense challenges to
take pole position for For-
mula1's Monaco Grand Prix
and bolster his credentials
asthetitle favorite. Anto-
nelli saved his best forlast
to beat Max Verstappen by
just 0.043 of asecond to ex-
tend Mercedes' streak. AP

e STUNNING COMEBACK

The night Praggnanandhaa won Norway Chess on Carlsen’s home turf

Amit Kamath
Oslo, June 6

THE SILENCE of Oslo's Deich-
man Bjgrvika, the biggest pub-
lic library in Norway, was shat-
tered late on Friday evening by
spontaneous applause that
rang out from the fourth floor
and reverberated till the
ground floor. For the past two
weeks, the Deichman hasbeen
even quieter than you would
expect a library to be. It's host-
ing the Norway Chess tourna-
ment after all and silence is
non-negotiable. So much so,
that at various times, volun-
teers have had to rush to the
children's playing areain the li-
brary to request parents to
quieten their boisterous Kids.
Late on Friday evening, no
one was bothering to hush any-
one. R Praggnanandhaa, newly
minted Norway Chess cham-

pion, hadjust walked into one of
the three broadcast studios and
the 50 or so people who were
waiting for him to autograph
their chess boards broke into a
well-deserved applause. The In-
dian grandmaster had won one
of the strongest invitational tour-
naments on the calendar after a
remarkable run in the second
half of the 10-round tourna-
ment. He won his final four
games on the trot, clawing back
after being last in the standings.
In 14 editions of Norway Chess,
Praggnanandhaa became the
first Indian to win the event on
Magnus Carlsen's home turf.
Even an hour after the win,
fansrefused toleave withoutan
autograph or a selfie. Chess-
boards held aloft, kids well past
their bedtimes stood patiently
forthe 20-year-old tosign them.
Their parents were on their toes
too, cellphone camerasreadyto

snap away as soon as Pragg
posed with their children.

In his media commitments
afterthe win, Praggnanandhaa
mentioned more than once
that he was ravenously hungry
and had not spoken to his
family since his phone had
been left behind in his hotel
room. But despite those twin
urges, to talk to his family and
to grab a bite, he patiently ob-
liged everyone who had hung
back for him.

Asked about being a role
model at 20, he had said: "I
don'tthink too much about it. I
just do what I do, which is play
chess. But wherever there is a
kid coming to me to get an
autograph, I try to do my best.
When I started, this is how it
was, you look up to someone
and start playing the game.”

At some stage in the night,
officialsannounced over the PA

R Praggnanandhaa was mobbed by fans after his win. NorRwAY cHESS

system that the library was offi-
cially shut. But the crowd
wouldn't relent. The boards for
Praggnanandhaa to sign kept
comingat him. He occasionally
paused only to look at some-
one'scellphone fora photo. Over

the years, he's perfected the art
of signing a chessboard in the
blink of an eye. But even at that
pace, hewas struggling to make
a dent into the wave after wave
of requests that kept coming,.
For the past two weeks, a

Even an hour after
thewin, fans refused
toleavewithout an
autograph or a selfie.
Chessboards held
aloft, kids well past
their bedtimes stood
patiently for himto
signthem.

steady stream of Indian-origin
kids and their parents have
made their way to Deichman
Bjorvika for similar pursuits.
They cornered Praggnanand-
haaand the other Indian players
with autograph requestsasthey
walked the 50-metre-long zebra
crossing that separates the play-
inghall from their hotel. They've
beseeched players for selfies at
the entrance of the Deichman.

Some have handed them hand-
made greeting cards.

The other Indian players,
world champion D Gukesh,
Koneru Humpy and Divya
Deshmukh, all three of whom
had finished at the bottom of
the standings in their sections,
had longretreated to their hotel
rooms when Pragg was making
his way through the crowd.

When Praggnanandhaa de-
cided to leave as well, there was
a cavalcade of his fans riding
with him down two floorsonthe
narrow escalators, shouting con-
gratulations in more than one
language. Some kids made futile
attemptstoride escalatorsgoing
the other way just to catch up.
Between acknowledging the
wisheswhile goingdown the es-
calator, Praggnanandhaa had
his mind on chess, not the adu-
lation. He talked shop with his
second Vaibhav Suri. His mind

wasonthebishopa3thathehad
allowed from his opponent
Keymer.

Both times he got off the es-
calator, he was stopped again
by fans with more requests. Fi-
nally, when he got out to the
pavement and waited for the
signal to turn green, he was sur-
rounded by fans again, many of
whom spilled over onto the
busy street as they clamoured
for one final piece of him.

Akid who had been inlock-
step with Pragg from the time
he left the broadcast studios
stepped up at the signal. He
wanted to know about the best
openingreplytoan opponent's
e4."e5 is the best," said Pragg
with a warm smile.He might
have grown into his position as
arole model, butheisstill most
comfortable talking chess.

(The writer is in Oslo at the
invitation of Norway Chess)
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Memory as a companion

Inspired by Partition survivors, Imtiaz Ali’s Main Vaapas Aaungais a
tribute to a generation that carried stories of home and loss
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Suanshu Khurana

N PRESENT-DAY Varanasi, where

the overlapping strains of temple

bells, the azaan and folk and classi-

cal traditions are increasingly fil-

tered through hardened ideas of

identity and belonging, a not-so-
distant memory of shehnai maestro Ustad
Bismillah Khaninamusical dialogue witha
young BHU professor and violinist N Rajam
almost 40 years ago, still evokes the cultural
memory of a city somewhat receding from
us. Acityuntouched by modern politicsand
held together by diverse cultural and musical
traditions; the famed Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb
that once imbued into music, language and
the fabric of daily life.

The texture of that time is captured in a
grainy video recording from the ’80s avail-
able on YouTube, where one sees Rajam play
Maithili poet Vidyapati’s Piya mora baalak
(My beloved is a mere boy), on the banks of
the Ganga. It is the anguish of a young bride
mourning her wedding to a child with no
scope of companionship and no place for de-
sire played in Pilu, a fluid raga with longing
atthe heart of it.

For Rajam, born and raised in a Tamil-
speaking family in Chennai, thiswas herode
to the writing and composition of the 15th-
century poet/composer still revered in the
Purvanchalibelt. Khan and tabla giant Pt Ki-
shan Maharaj, sitting on either side of her, lis-
tened in sheer delight as Rajam, bent over
her violin, took a deep dive into the popular
folk piece. But her violin did more than just
render abeloved melody. Itechoed the quin-
tessential Banarasi lehja, the unhurried
graceof its cadence, in turn becoming insep-
arable from the city she had come to call
home then. Khan is heard saying ‘wah’ at
regular intervals. He joins her with his
shehnai, extending the melodic thread.
Khanhad heard her play asoloat the univer-
sity and was struck by the evocative nature
of the young violinist’s music. That is when
he decided to collaborate with her.

“Though hewas from ageneration above
me, Khan saab probably saw that what Iwas
tryingto dowith the violin was in some ways
similartowhat he had already done with the
shehnai. He had been playing khayal on the
shehnai foryearsbythen,” says Rajam, about
the wind instrument that was associated
withweddings, temples and folk music until
Khan putiton the proscenium. “Playing with
him, where he would just close his eyes
listen, will remain memorable for me,” says
88-year-old Rajam.

Khan’s version of Banaras was always at
the centre of his affections. He considered it
responsible for his music. In Rajam’s play-
ing, he, perhaps, heard his Banaras, which
surfaced in the tenderness of every glide,
pause and the delicate tonal shifts. This vi-
olin could sing. And Rajam’s brilliance lay
in transforming the sound of the violin by
adapting the technique of a European in-
strument, which she learned through the
grammar of Carnatic music, tothe demands
of Hindustani vocal music. The result wasa
complete reimagination of the violin with a
gayaki ang (the vocal style), which hadn’t
been heard on the instrument before. Be-
cause no violinist had done this before her.
Rajam’s effortlessness only revealed just
how much labour lay beneath the process.

InRajam’shands, for over seven decades
now, the violin has never sounded external
to the Hindustani tradition. From complex
classical ragas to thumris and kajris, she has
absorbed them all into the medium. “Al-
though the violin hasbeen in practice inthe
south forabout 300 years with a highly soph-
isticated technique, that technique was not
sufficient for reproducing Hindustani vocal
musicon the instrument.Thad toworkvery
hard and doalotof research. Even forashort
phrase, Iwould struggle for months to get it
right. The music was notjustareproduction
of the existing ocean of Hindustani music; it
needed tohavelife,” saysRajam in a conver-
sation with The Indian Express a day after
her lifelong reimagination of the violin won
heraPadma Vibhushan, the second highest
civilian honour, last month. She was
awarded the Padma Shri in 1984 and a
Padma Bhushan in 2004. “This award is a
culmination of my life’s work," says Rajam.

In the ’80s, eminent musicologist and
critic Mohan Nadkarni wrote of her, “As a
soloist, she has come to be acclaimed as the
first virtuoso to succeed in adapting khayal
gayalki on the violin... What adds to her dis-
tinction is that she has contributed signifi-
cantly to the field of musicological history
and research”.

Complex apartment in Thane, away

from Mumbai’s usual rush and rest-
lessness a few monthsbefore her Delhi visit,
shehurriesintothekitchen, her South cotton
sari pallu tucked ather waist. From theliving
room, Rajam can be seen bent over a small
aluminium kadhai, frying crisp bhajias as
they cracklein hot oil, while moving quickly
between the stove and the counter to prepare
cups of freshly brewed filter coffee. She re-
fuses all help and soon brings out the food
and coffee herself. “You've come tomy home
forthefirsttime,” says Rajam, checking mid-
interview if our coffee is “good enough”.

Be it a cup of filter coffee or a phrase of
music, Rajam’s instinct has always been to
refine further. It also comes from developing
adisciplineinlearning music under the tute-
lage of her taskmaster father and violinist

AS WEwalkinto Rajam’s Hiranandani

Violinvirtuoso N'Rajam,
88, whowas awarded

the Padma Vibhushan
last month, on
reimaginingthe
Carnaticviolinin the
Hindustanivocal
tradition for seven
decades, her artistic
kinship with Ustad
Bismillah Khan and
alifelong bond

with Banaras

STRING Vidwan A Narayana Iyer since she was three.
THEORY “He was a teacher par excellence. He knew
(Clockwise from howtoget youngchildrentolearn. Hetaught
top) NRajam; with  adistinctivebowingand fingering technique
granddaughters to mimic the emotive pull of vocal classical
Nandini and music in the Carnatic system,” says Rajam,
Ragini;withUstad ~ who was taught the same technique as her
Bismillah Khan; older brother and prominent violinist
with Kathak TMKrishnan.

exponent Sitara “He was extremely strict and would not
Devi; being let my friends come home; there was no
awarded the question of watching movies, no film songs
Padma Vibhushan  on the radio. Prashn hi nahi tha bahar
from President Ichelne ka (There was no question of playing
Droupadi Murmu outside),” says Rajam in remarkably Sansk-

ritaised Hindji, shaped by living in Banaras
for decades and a degree in Sanskrit. “My
mother would argue with him and ask him
to stop torturing the children. There was no
exposure to the outside world. I only knew
howtoplay theviolin,” says Rajam, who aud-
itioned for radio when she was nine and

began playing professionally soon after.
When musicians visited Rajam’shomein
Chennai, the children were expected to per-
form for them. Among those who visited was
MS Subbulakshmi, who was struck by what
she heard from the young Rajam. In 1951,

Rajam was just 13 when she accompanied
Subbulakshmi on a tour of Delhi and cities
around, carefully following the Carnatic
great’svocal contours while holdingher own.
“It feltlike touring with my mother. She was
very loving,” says Rajam.

At 14, Rajam finished school ahead of
schedule, having skipped a class due to her
academic abilities. She was a year short of
eligibility tojoin college and appear for inter-
mediate examinations. Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity (BHU), at the time, allowed women
students to study privately and appear for
the examination. Determined that she con-
tinue her education and not sit idle, her
father decided that she take up the option of
Banaras, adecision that would shape the rest
of her life. “My father also admired Hindu-
stani music, especially due to his kinship
with Pt Vishnu Digambar Paluskar. So he
was quite excited thatIwasgoingtolearnit,”
says Rajam.

N Rajam’s
brilliance lay in
adapting the technique of
aEuropeaninstrument,
learned through the
grammar ol Carnatic
music (o the demands of
Hindustanivocal

New Delhi

When Rajam visited Banaras, she carried
her violin and a letter of introduction from
renowned violinist Parur Sundaram Iyer for
Hindustani vocalist and Gwalior gharana
giant Pt Omkarnath Thakur, also the first
dean of the music faculty at BHU. She played
Thakur’s recording from one of his 7Z8RPMs
for him, one that she had heard and could
not forget, the nuanced vocalisations staying
with her. “WhenIplayed his piecetohim, he
was very impressed,” says Rajam. It was
mainly because Rajam was not playing the
usualgatkaristyle of violin modelled on sitar
and sarod, in which a musician emphasises
onthecharacteristics of the raga’s fixed com-
position. She was playing the way Thakur
wassinging, with the nuances of vocal music
intact in her violin’s luscious tone. Fasci-
nated, Thakur decided to teach her. What
emerged here was a style of playing that
broke new ground. In about three to four
years, Rajam began to play in national pro-
grammes. She even accompanied Thakurin
his Hindustani programmes, a unique privi-
lege asonly sarangi and harmonium players
usually accompanied serious khayal artistes.
“He was a loving fatherly figure but there
were times when Iwould be alittle scared of
him. He would say, ‘Kyun? Main koi sher
hoon? (Why? Am I a lion?). Then we would
laugh,” says Rajam.

By this time, Rajam’s family had moved
toMumbai. She mainly travelled to Banaras
toeitherlearn or for her examinations. While
at home, she would either practice or teach
other girls in the neighbourhood to help her
family’s financial situation. “Iliked perform-
ing too. But I really enjoyed teaching. I still
do. I feel like one among these Kids,” says
Rajam. Around the time she finished her
graduation, a violin teacher’s position
opened up at BHU. Two years later, she
joined asalecturerattheageof21in1959 and
spent the next 40 years teaching at the uni-
versity’s music department and in the city
she still recalls with fondness. She finished
her Master’s in Sanskrit followed by a
PhD with her thesis centred on a com-
parative study of Hindustani classical and
Carnatic music.

Asisthe case with most innovations, Ra-
jam’s playing also found criticism and was
not embraced by everyone. In fact some
critics and purists argued that her style was
more of an intrusion of
Carnatic ideas into a
Hindustani  idiom

which had its own vo-
cabulary and aes-
thetics. Butifonelooks
plainly, it seems to be
aboutadeeperunease
of northand southIn-
dian traditions seen
as different entities.
“It was a very
suljha huya tech-
nique that most
people were easily
drawn to it. Some

did opposeand criti-

cise but I think somewhere in their

hearts, even they knew. It never
bothered me, though. I was just too

immersed and too sure of my art. I

knew what [ was doing; no one else
was,” says Rajam, who married TS

Subramaniam, grandson of Indian ac-

tivist FG Natesa Iyer, one of the pion-

eers of Tamil drama and cinema.
Rajamretired from BHUin1999 but
by then she had already trained her
daughter Sangeetha and grand-
daughters Nandini and Ragini, who
often play together. Both brought outan
11-track original album titled Taraana
(Universal Music), which was produced by
Grammy-nominated Nick Patrick and
where the twowenton toblend Hindustani
music with contemporary orchestra-
tions.

“Iam not a doting grandmother
when I teach. Daily practice was a
must and I have been quite strict

with them,” says Rajam, who,
alongwith her daughter Sangee-
tha, hasalsoestablished a guru-
kul on the outskirts of Tamil
Nadu. She feels institutional
trainingstill isunable to produce
great artistes.

“When Bismillah Khan saab
hadheard me, hesaid thatifTwasa
product of the university, “phir toh
man gaye”. 1 later told him that I
learned under my father and then under
Pt Omkarnath Thakur. The gurukul system
is what can bring out the best in a musician
through focussed understanding of an art
form. ThisgurukulishowIwanttogiveback,
wherekids can come and learn for free,” says
Rajam, who also teaches online and
few other students. She, however, is still un-
aware of Al algorithms and the concept of
machine learning.

Her schedule for the next few months is
choc-a-bloc with concerts. At 88, Rajam
shows little sign of slowing down. She says
thereismuch todiscover stilland draw from.
“One has learned just about a fistful,” says
Rajam. As for the city of Varanasi — the
thread that runs in her life, in her music as
well as this conversation — it may have
changed in more ways than one today. But
once upon a time, a chance encounter with
its musical traditions, its porousness, its
sense of freedom within inherited divisions,
is what changed Rajam’s destiny. And in
time, that of the violin.
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THEINVINCIBLE
Abush cockroach

The Secret Life
of Cockroaches

Cockroaches will consume just about
anything — book binding, skin flakes,
cellulose and, occasionally, even sips of beer

WHEN I first spotted them, snuggled together on the wall ro-
mantically, making no attempt to scuttle away as
cockroaches are wont to, [ was surprised. Like a time-
honoured voyeur, I moved in for a closer look and immedi-
ately wished I hadn’t. The larger partner, was eating the
smaller one alive. As if to prove its point, it wrenched off the
head of its victim and dragged the rest of it away. Oh well, I
thought, cockroaches and cockroach heads can live for sev-
eral hours and weeks, decapitated, or so I had read. Also, they
can withstand nuclear radiation 15 times as much as we can,
run at an equivalent of 200 mph, withstand pressures up to
900 times their body weight and squeeze their bodies into
infinitesimal cracks. They can live without food for a month,
without air for 45 minutes and without water for three days.
They have also been accused of snacking on soft earwax, nib-
bling at the eyelashes of sleeping children and investigating
toenails for tasty what — toe jam?

They are scavengers largely and will eat just about
anything — book binding, leftovers, skin flakes, cellulose and
love to indulge themselves with sips of beer. They will leave a
characteristic unpleasant, unhealthy odour behind, which
can cause children to get asthmatic attacks. Some, however,
have more refined taste.

Recovering from surgery years ago in a government hos-
pital in Mumbai, I was in the ICU, the left side of my chest raw
and stitched up in three places. A tube poking out of my side
voiding some disgusting fluid — not a prepossessing
prospect. Ah, but then there was lunch to look forward to: a
ward boy turned up with a thaliladen with rice, dal,
vegetables, papad and dahi. And also, carefully circling the
rim of the thali a gigantic mahogany coloured cockroach, its
feelers waving as if it were a Michelin-starred chef taking in
whiffs of exotic spices. I pointed it out, and the ward boy
casually flicked it off with a finger, and said, “Khao (eat).” On
the floor, the roach probably made for the unemptied slosh-
ing bedpan lying under the bed for a refreshing pint.

Thankfully, of the over 4,500 species of cockroaches in
the world, only 30 deign to timeshare with us. Of these, the
big four are the American cockroach, obviously XXL on its
diet of discarded hamburgers, cheeseburgers and hot dogs;
the German cockroach (small
scuttler); the Australian and the
Asian, not surprisingly considered
the dirtiest. And given good baby-
care facilities, a pair can produce 2
to 3 million babies every two years,

OF THEOVER 4,500
SPECIES OF
COCKROACHES IN
THE WORLD, ONLY

30DEIGNTO not to mention have babies in
TIMESHARE WITH space. Some lay eggs and some give
US. OF THESE, THE birth to live young.
BIG FOUR ARE THE Their tough shiny exoskeletons
AMERICAN. THE are wax covered and they are built

' like tanks. Swat a roach and it
GERMAN, THE might flip upside down and wave
AUSTRALIAN AND its legs around weakly — ah you
THE ASIAN think, job done. Not quite, hours
COCKROACHES later, it’s still alive and when you

flip it over again, it will, with as

much dignity as possible, move
away to a safer location. Needless to say they are mostly im-
pervious to pesticides.

Most household roaches live in the bathroom or kitchen,
scouting around at night, and will flee when the lights are
switched on. But some dadas may fly in from the dark and
scare the bejesus out of you as they thump down in the pool
of light cast by your reading lamp.

All this seems to build up our case for their total extermi-
nation, no matter how. But most species live on forest floors
and many are quite beautiful. Even the household roachisa
handsome dude, with its lacquer-like mahogany finish. More
than that, however, they perform a vital function in the for-
est. Being scavengers, they eat the dead and decaying and in
doing so, free the nitrogen trapped in those bodies via their
poop. This liberated poopy nitrogen is vital for the health and
well-being of plants, trees and the entire forest that would die
withoutit.

Though they do not bite or sting, most people are either
horrified by or petrified of roaches. But they have their aficio-
nados also — in Japan, there’s a zoo where ‘cockroach petting
sessions’ are held twice a week, and cockroach races have been
organised in many countries around the world. The Chinese,
of course, believe they have medicinal qualities and in Thai-
land, they are considered a protein-rich snack when sautéed,
deep fried, broiled or boiled: crisp on the outside, succulent on
the inside. You can also enjoy a cup of cockroach tea.

Other creatures too, like lizards, snap them up and there’s
aparticularly unpleasant wasp that will anaesthetise a roach,
dragittoitslair and lay an egg on it. Its larvae will then have a
24-hour supply of fresh cockroach meat to thrive on.

Long ago, as an idiot schoolboy, I once kept cockroaches
in my pocket and would palm them off to girls in order to
gross them out and show how ‘macho’ I was. Of course, it did,
but frankly, that’s not the best way to get girlfriends. Another
time, when the kitchen was suddenly overwhelmed with a
teeming influx of cockroach babies, I made myself a cup of
coffee... There were tiny brown things on the rim of the mug,
which I took to being coffee powder. ‘Not so,” my niece said
gleefully, ‘those are cockroach babies. You just had a coffee
cockroachie.’ I've had to stop having coffee (for other reasons)
but am very careful when I sprinkle cocoa powder over my
vanilla ice-cream or make crumbly chocolate brownies.

EPUnny

HE MARIO Miranda we cel-

ebrate on his birth centenary

remains the most recogni-

sable stylist among Indian

cartoonists. He could have
readily abandoned his birthright as a car-
toonist, the right to sign his art work. His
drawing stands out in any scale anywhere
— as public art to single column print, on
pub walls to the coffee mug.

When you revisit this comic artist
today, should you admire in silence his
characteristic body of work and move on
or pause to ask a question or two? Mario
himself preferred conversation over si-
lence, so here we go. Are there chinks in
the stylised armour? Did this trademark
drawing style just materialise like the Big
Bang? Overnight out of nowhere? It ob-
viously didn’t. There is a pre-story and you
will find it in the diaries the cartoonist
kept. Three of them — from the years 1949,
1950 and 1951 — have been published.

The 1949 diary is special. According to
his friend, chronicler and curator Gerard
da Cunha, that was when the compulsive
doodler entered a keen phase of honing
“his cartoonist skills with his low key,
gentle humour.”

You find here the early signs of the
Mario mark his fans’ love. He turns 23 that
year. He is living in what he calls a cubicle
in Holland House in Colaba. He came to
Bombay tojoin JJ School of Arts, where he
spent one day and switched to St. Xavier’s
college to study English literature. He was
relatively new to English, which he began
learning as a school-goer in Bengaluru.
The language helped when he eventually
found work in English publications where
he had to write pithy cartoon captions. A
memorable one-liner is from the boss in
his business cartoon, “I don’t want to
make money. I want to make more
money.” And it was sheer fun to watch the
cartoonist step out of English and back to
present an array of characters with names
as strangely Indianised as Rajani Nimbu-

Early in, the merwin,
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In his birth centenary year, a look at Mario Miranda’s
graphic memoir, The Life of Mario 1949, where his
comic cornea captures friends, family, teachers, pastors

and pundits through punctilious cartooning

pani, Bundaldass and Moonswamy.

Mario grew up in pre-liberation Goa,
speaking Portuguese and Konkani. Back
in 1949, he wrote his diary in Portuguese.
A surprise in its abundantly illustrated
pagesisthe absence of the strikingly visual
Bombay; no sign of the grand, detailed
cityscapes he went on to master. Not
unusual for the city dweller who finds
little time to stand back and stare. You
see only interiors, tight frames as in our
early parallel cinema, where Mario is
hanging out with friends in restaurants,
cafes, ice cream parlours and cinema
foyers, the last most frequented, often for
two shows in a day.

Mario’s day begins early with mass at
the church and ends, closer to exams, at
the study table with piles of text books
waiting to be mugged up. All through, the
young man is seldom alone. Not even dur-
ingstudy time. On the cluttered desk, you
can’t miss his bleary-eyed cat staying up
to keep him company. More cats, dogs and
a bulbul show up when he is back in Goa,
which is as often as he can. That is when
his sketch pen flies. Animals and birds go
ontobecome avital presence in his oeuvre
that stretches occasionally to accommo-
date the accidental drop of ink that is

ANIMALS AND
BIRDSGOONTO
BECOME A VITAL
PRESENCEIN
HIS OEUVRE
THAT EXPANDS
TOINCLUDE THE
ACCIDENTAL
DROP OF INK
THAT IS QUICKLY
CONVERTED
INTO ACROW

quickly converted into a crow.

Mario notes down everyday activ-
ities like any diarist. What animates
the mundane, minimal text is the car-
toonishillustration of the day’s key ac-
tivity, drawn for sheer pleasure. His
comic corneaisalready in place. Thatis
how he sees the world. Almost every-
thing he depicts turns comic. A fine
thread of mockery runs through the
pages needling friends, family,
neighbours, teachers, pastors and
pundits. The chronicler himselfis
no less a target. The artist has
started drawing himself as a par-
ticipant — big nose, extra-long
stride, as awkward as the rest of
his friends on extended teenage.
Under no pressure to ideate and
think up clever prose, cook
up a plot or structure the
narration, Mario’s pages
turn with ease and before
you know it, you are done
with the book.

It is then that you realise
that what you  have
encountered is an unintended
surprise — a book-length
graphic memoir.

LIFEININK
(Clockwise from left) Sketches from The
Life of Mario 1949; Mario Mascot

Surely not as layered and complex as
the current crop of anime and manga that
the young binge-read or the graphic
novelsthat the older lot bend over, Mario’s
content makes up for the fledgling form.
Hisisthestory of a23-year-old in the just-
freed India sliding freely between overlap-
ping linguistic, religious and ethnic zones
— Portuguese, Indian, Catholic, Konkani
— with a far-from-pious mind, more in-
clined to mock than sing paeans to the
authorities. The Life of Mario 1949 comes
across as a reminder of the nation the
founders set out to build.

Itwas not about the
landmarks but a bustling
world of familiar
neighbourhood faces

Anusree KC

DRESSED IN his long checkered T-shirt
and Bermuda shorts, the poder (baker)
cycles through the narrow lanes of the
small town. He begins his journey early in
the morning, alittle after the crack of dawn
— before the rush of the day begins —
carrying freshly baked pao in the blue tarp-
covered carrier on the back of his bicycle.
He presses the familiar horn attached to
the steel handle of his old-school bicycle.
And stops at a doorstep even before the bi-
cycle comes to a halt. He props it on its
stand and honks twice, to announce his ar-
rival. Butit’s notjust hisarrival, itis the ar-
rival of a new day.

Goa has always had its own way of wak-
ing up. Slowly, taking its own sweet time.
Before all the hustle begins in the city, the
villages and the smaller towns are a place
where the morning does not arrive in a

rush. It arrives in fragments — in the ‘:g

splash of a bucket being emptied atthe _,
gate after the morning cleaning, in the

neighbour calling out to another from
behind a half-open window.

That is the Goa Mario Mir-
anda knew and drew.

Born in Loutolim in 1926,
Mario did not turn Goan
life into postcard scenery.
He turned it into a crowd. The
frames of his sketches filled
with poders, fisherwomen,
tavern regulars, market women,
priests, porters, children and
gossiping neighbours, all caught

smell of the freshly baked bread, ina

THEINSIDE EYE
Procession by

Mario Miranda;
(left) Village Bus

PHOTOS: MARIO GALLERY, GOA
in a state of motion. He had an eye for the
kind of details that most people over-
looked — thetilt of a head, the roundness
of a belly, the careful way a woman bal-
ances a basket on her head, the tired
swagger of aman with adrink in hand. No-
body stands still for long in his world.
Everyone is doing something.

In Mario’s drawing, Goa is more than
just a destination. The humour in hislines
comes from familiarity. These are not
invented figures but people one has seen
in the market in Margao, on a village road
in Saligao, at the counter of an old tavern
in Panaji or outside a chapel after the
Sunday Mass.

The poder is one of those recurring
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presences in the Goan life. He is not
glamorous. The blue tarp covering the
bread carrier flaps lightly in the wind and
the lanes seem to recognise his passage.

Mario’s drawings bring to life the auth-
ority the fisherwoman holds. She walks
door to door, in her satin dress, carrying a
bamboo basket on her head, hawking out,
“Bai, nuste zai go? (Lady, do you want
fish?).” She is efficient. She struts unhur-
riedly, in the way only people who know
their worth can. And a fisherwoman never
forgets her customer. Fish in Goa is about
livelihood, bargaining, taste, smell, argu-
ment and memory.

This is what makes Mario’s Goa feel
intimate. He did not separate women from
the scene or tuck them into the edges. They
occupied the frame fully, with the same as-
surance as men. His market women stand
with their hands on their hips, their
mouths mid-sentence, their bodies turned
towards the business of living. The tavern
men are equally vivid, their faces round
with time, drink and their expression full
of opinion. Nobody is idealised. Nobody is
reduced. Everyone is observed with affec-
tion and a clear eye.

Goa has often been described from the
outside through its beaches, churches and
old Portuguese houses but the real texture
of a place can be found in its people. That
is why the way Mario looked at Goa mat-
tered. His frames were often full and brim-
ming — areminder that Goan life is full of
noise, neighbours, rituals, small econ-
omies, habit and improvisation. That is
why his work endures. For those who grew
up in Goa, his art often feels less like illus-
tration and more recognition. A person
can look at a Mario sketch and find a
cousin, an aunt, a man who always sits on
the same bar stool and a fisherwoman who
knows every household on her route. His
artdoes not merely resemble the people of
Goa. It remembers them.
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Inspired by
conversations with
Partition survivors,
Imtiaz Ali’'s Main
Vaapas Aaungais a
tribute to a generation
that carried memories
of home, loss and love
over decades

Alaka Sahani

N ELDERLY Partition survivor
once shared with filmmaker
Imtiaz Ali his memory of a girl
who frequented his father’s
shop and how much he ad-
mired her. After almost seven decades, he
still remembers her fondly. Another Parti-
tion survivor, recalls the writer-filmmaker,
once wrote about a man who used to cross
their street at a certain time and how she
would wait on her balcony to catch a
glimpse of him. “There is something
precious in the feelings of love that you
carry inyour heart all your life. This kind of
warmth and memory is your constant

companion that gives you refuge, shelter
andjoy all your life,” says Ali. His new film,
Main Vaapas Aaunga, he adds, isbased on
such stories.

It was during his visits to Punjab while
filming Amar Singh Chamkila (2024) and
other films before it, that Ali had met sev-
eral survivors of the Partition who, even
after 78 years, held on to memories of their
life before the divide. In spite of the tragedy
and the strife, it was the pleasant memories
of that period that they still recalled — their
friends, old homes, pieces of furniture,
playthings and the people they had loved.
“Sometimes the elderly struggled with
memory issues, they forgot the names of
their own children but they didn’t forget
the infatuations from their early days,”
he says.

Love has been a leitmotif in all of Ali’s
films, from his debut feature Socha Na Tha
(2005) to Jab We Met (2007). Love Aaj Kal
(2009) and Tamasha (2015). It has con-
tributed in cementing his reputation as a
storyteller who presents a fascinating look
at contemporary romance as well as its in-
herent conflicts. Yet, he often packs in
something more than just romance — the
journey of self-discovery that the lead char-
acters go through in (Jab We Met) or love
beyond social constructs (Rockstar, 2011).

“Through Main Vaapas Aaunga, 1
wanted to convey the feelings of the gener-
ation thatis passing away. In fact, Iwasina
rush to make this film so that some of them

Whats

could watch it, so that we can communi-
cate to them that we feel you and we are try-
ingtounderstand what it would have been
foryou to havelived this whole life carrying
the tenderness of your early romances,”
says Ali who grew up in Patna and Jam-
shedpur before movingto Delhi tostudy at
Hindu College.

Main Vaapas Aaunga, that hits theatres
on June 12, reunites Ali with singer-actor
Diljit Dosanjh after the much-acclaimed
Amar Singh Chamkila and marks the direc-
tor’s first collaboration with actor Naseer-

JOURNEYTO
THE SELF
(Clockwise from
top) Imtiaz Ali;
stills from Jab We
Met; Main Vaapas
Aaunga; Amar
Singh Chamkila

urvives

isolten

LOVE

uddin Shah. After essaying the character of
controversial Punjabi folk singer Chamkila
on screen, Dosanjh now plays Nirvair,
grandson of Shah’s character, who is suffer-
ing from Alzheimer’s and wishes to visit his
hometown across the border. “It’s a fasci-
nating experience to work with the same
actor in such different roles. Every time I
look at the edit and watch Diljit’s perform-
ance, I realise what a pure actor he is,” says
Ali. For him, bringing together Shah and
Dosanjh was a major experiment. “While
Naseer is one of the most trained and ac-
complished actors of India, Diljit is one of
the most instinctive actors. Their scenes,
perhaps the highlights of the movie,
worked because both of them have respect
for each other. Naseer had liked Chamkila’s
biopic, which is why he was keen to work
with Diljit and me,” says Ali.

Shah plays a dementia patient in the

play, The Father (written by French play-
wright Florian Zeller), but Ali says after
casting him, he consciously avoided seeing
it because he did not want it to influence
his directorial process.

The fresh pairing of actors Vedang
Raina and Sharvari has already created a
buzz. Since Shah’s character of a Partition
survivor is 95 in the movie, he would be
around 18 at the time of Partition. When the
film time travels to that period, Raina plays
Shah’s younger self and Sharvari appears
as his love interest Jiya. “What I really ad-
mired about Vedang is that he does not pre-
tend-act. Heis always real for the moment.
Shravari has natural spunk and grace
which were crucial for the character of
Jiya.” Raina, who debuted in Zoya Akhtar’s
The Archies (2023), was cast alongside Alia
Bhatt in Jigra (2024) while Sharvari after
making her acting debut in Bunty Aur

Babli 2 (2021) has acted in Munjya (2024).

Ali encouraged both the actors to feel,
discover moments organically, rather than
go by what was written. Sharvari recalls,
“He taught me to trustemotional truth and
surrender fully to the character’s inner
world. With my character in Main Vaapas
Aaunga, what I found beautiful was that
even though she belongs to another era, her
emotions feel incredibly contemporary
and relatable. Imtiaz sir never approached
her asjust a period character. For him, she
was a person first, with desires, fears, ten-
derness and strength.”

Raina, who has always found Ali’s
movies to be personal and emotionally
honest, shares that the director never forces
aperformance. “He observes people and si-
lences so beautifully that sometimes the
most important direction from him would
come injustonesimple sentence. He asked
me not to ‘play the period’ but to play the
person. He said emotions never change
with time and that love, longing, rebellion
and heartbreak all remain the same. It’s just
the world around the character that
changes. That really helped me simplify
my approach,” shares Raina.

During his career spanning two dec-
ades, Ali has built a cinematic repertoire
that is known as much for their emotional
richness as for exquisite music. He hasonce
again teamed up with lyricist Irshad Kamil
and composer AR Rahman for his latest.
“Irshad and I go along way and we have be-
takallufi (informality) with each other. He
does not mind saying something to me,

which he knowsIwon’tlike and vice versa.
Because I am so informal with him, I keep
telling him ‘Achha hailrshad butit’s not of
Sahir Ludhianvilevel (It’s good but doesn’t
match the level of Sahir Ludhianvi)’ or,
‘Achaa haibut Ghalib likhte kya isko (It’s
good but would Ghalib have written this)’.
Isaythisjusttoharasshimand egghimon."

Usually, Ali has conversations about a
proposed film separately with Rahman and
Irshad during the initial days of its produc-
tion. “We approach music through differ-
ent ways. It’s only after talking to both of
them separately for a while that the three
of us sit and start working together. With
Rahman, the best thing is there isno proce-
dure. It can start anywhere and can go any-
where,” says the director.

Though Sriram Raghvan’s Ikkis,
another cross-border tale told across adual
timeline that released in January, was not
acommercial success, Ali believes statistics
can’t predict a film’s fate at the box-office.
“People during the late 80s believed that
action was working and love stories were
not. Then released Maine Pyar Kiya (1989),
and everybody and their uncles watched it
20 times. Rules are made for the conveni-
ence of some people who try to find some
calculation retrospectively on the success
and failures of films. The success or failure
of one particular film is not a checkbox or
arefusal toitswhole category of films,” says
Ali. “Filmmaking is not a product of mar-
keting. Filmmaking is a product of art.”

As anew season of Gullak releases, its actors discuss
the show’s evolution, their on-set vibe and why the
characters’ everyday struggles resonate with viewers

Alaka Sahani

FOR OVER five seasons now, the audience
of the series Gullak has been privy to the
Mishra family celebrating the small joys of
life as well as navigating disagreements
and disappointments. With its new season
dropping on SonyLIV on Friday, Jameel
Khan, who plays Santosh, the head of the
Mishra family, ruminates on the journey.
“When we look back, we look so different
from Season 1. Emo-
tionally, there is more
maturity and sensitiv-
ity towards family
values.” The relation-

Geetanjali
Kulkarni credits

acter’s age,” he shares. What has helped
him deliver a convincing portrayal of
Aman as he goes through teenage troubles
and discovers what he wants to pursue in
life is the close-knit environment of the set
and bond he shares with his co-actors. “As
actors, we are given a lot of space. We keep
improvising.” Khan says, “When I look at
old reels and footage, the growth of Harsh
is heartening.”

There isanoticeable change in thissea-
son as the character of
Anand Mishra aka Annu,
which was previously es-
sayed by Vaibhav Raj
Gupta, is now being played

ship between the par- extensive by Anant Joshi. Even
ents, Shanti and San- wohoancale s . though Joshi is a new addi-
tosh, has deepened, I LI\L(I.I‘SJIS for the tion tothe ensemble, he has
while the dynamic be- ell ()r[lcss been quite familiar with the
tween them and their . world of Gullak. “I used to
sons, Anand and pcrh)rn\al\ccs and  watch theshowand always

Aman, has evolved.
“As human beings we

improvisation of

admired it. To now play a
much-loved character in it

change. The char- the caston is quite surreal,” says Joshi,
acters are more mature who hasacted in filmssuch
now,” says Geetanjali thc sets as Kathal (2023) and 12th

Kulkarni, who plays
the role of Shanti.

This evolution, however, extends
beyond the fictional family to the actors
themselves. Harsh Mayar, who plays
Aman, has grown up on the show, which
premiered in June 2019. “In the first Sea-
son, I was playing a 15-year-old even
though Iwas22.Thad toworkon my voice
and body language to match my char-

Fail (2023).

Since he had worked
with Mayar and Kulkarni previously, the
rapport with them also helped him in
stepping in to play this well-established
character. Mayar calls Joshi’s decision to
play Annu courageous. “It is not easy tofill
someone else’s shoes,” says Mayar, who
played the lead in I Am Kalam (2011). Kul-
karni adds that bonding with Joshi came

naturally, while Khan found it fascinating ~ STAYING
torespond to the energy the actorbrought CONNECTED
to therole. (Above) The cast

The much-loved character of BittuKi ~ from Season 5 of
Mummy — anosy and noisy neighbour—  Gullak; astill from
played by Sunita Rajwar (of Santosh and  theseries
Panchayat fame) hasbecomeapart of this ...
household over the seasons. Describing
her character as the ‘Joker in a pack of
cards’, Rajwar says, “From being a neigh-
bour to getting emotionally attached to
the family, it has been a great journey. My
character is annoying but has many
shades and that has helped me grow
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g asanactor.”

Kulkarni, a National School of Drama
graduate with an impressive body of work
intheatre and films, credits “extensive re-
hearsals” for their “effortless” perform-
ancesand “improvisation” on the sets. She
recounts how a popular car-parking se-
quence from Season 4 was the result of im-
provisation. “When Jameel and Harsh
created that scene when they were park-
ing an imaginary car, I had never im-
agined that it would happen on screen. I
looked at them with amazement even
though my character reacts differently on
screen,” says Kulkarni, who is part of the
just-released film Maa Behen and the
series Khauf (2025).

What has struck a chord with the audi-
ence, believe the actors, is the relatability
ofthe characters, situations and the story.
The show highlights the everyday experi-
ences and concerns of middle-class In-
dian families. “In some episode or
another, people find something they con-
nectwith,” says Kulkarni. Khan, who fea-
tures in Gangs of Wasseypur (2012) and
Tiger Zinda Hai (2017), shares how the
series is picked by families and friends
when they want to watch something to-
gether. “The love from the audience is
very genuine. People are emotionally at-
tached to it,” says Mayar.

The Mishras may be fictional, but their
evolution feels authentic since they reflect
the experiences of common Indian
families. The actors, however, have certain
things to convey to their characters. “Iwill
ask Shanti to take it easy,” says Kulkarni,
while Rajwar does not want her character
to change, “Ilove all the quirkiness Bittu
ki Mummy has.”

Khan wants to assure Santosh that:
“Keep it going. It is working.” Mayar loves
his character and wants Aman to know
“Bahut pyaara aadmi hai (He is alovable
person)”. Joshi would egg his character on
to “take more risks since he has a protec-
tive family”.
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EVERYWHERE CAN BE LUCKNOW
In an age of noise, the city remains asong

ACity that
Blooms

Before religion, before language, before
caste, before politics, Lucknow knew there
was humanity

SOME CITIES impress you. Some cities entertain you. Some
citiesfeed you. And then there are the rare cities that edu-
cate your soul. Lucknow is one of them. It does not shout its
greatness. It does not market itself into magnificence. It
does notdemand admiration. It simply lives its values. And
inacentury increasingly addicted to division, that may be
the mostradicalactofall.

My first lessons about Lucknow came not from the city
itselfbut from my grandmother. Dadi came from Kurwar, a
town not far from Lucknow and carried Awadh in her heart
long after she had left its soil. From her, T heard stories of
courtesy, compassion, conversation and coexistence.
Stories of a place where faith was cherished but humanity
wassacred.

Longbefore scholars coined phrases and politicians dis-
covered slogans, Dadi spoke of what we now call Ganga-Ja-
munitehzeeb.To her, it was simply life. Lucknow had
understood something profound. Before religion, before
language, before caste, before politics, there is humanity.
The city was practising this philosophy long before it was
written into poems, speeches or manifestos. Today, when
much of the world seems determined to shrinkitselfinto
smaller and smaller certainties, Lucknow remains
gloriously expansive.

Duringarecentvisit, [ encountered that conversation
again in the remarkable SP Singh, founder of Lucknow Pub-
lic School and Lucknow Public College of Professional
Studies, Member of Parliament from Pratapgarh, and an
educational visionary of modern Uttar Pradesh. Hereisa
manwho emerged from avillage in India carryinga dream
large enough to transform a region. Tens of thousands of stu-
dents now pass annually through institutions shaped by his
vision. Entire generations have been given opportunity be-
cause onevillager dared to imagine beyond circumstance.
There are people who inherit privilege. There are people who
create possibility. Singh belongs firmly to the latter category.
And yet what stayed with me was not merely the scale of his
achievement but the spirit of his table.

The finest arbi I have eaten in years. A lauki ka raita of
such delicacy and depth that it could have been served in
any grand dining room in the world. Simple food. Soulful
food. Lucknow food. Because here, elegance is not depend-
entupon extravagance.Grace needsno gilding.

Then there was Vijay Mishra.

LUCKNOW'S How does one describe aman who
GREATNESSISNOT  moves through languages the way
CONFINEDTO great musicians move through
ROYAL KITCHENS. ragas? One moment he is quoting
ITS GENIUS Shelley and Shakespeare in impec-
cable English, and the next heisin-
FNEELRAEEYES(LJJ I©||I_ELSY voking Ghalib, Zauq, and centuries
: of Urdu wisdom. Moments later, he
IN EVERYDAY issinging bhajans composed in de-
HOSPITALITY. votion to Maa Sharda. Not perform-
BECAUSE FOOD ing. Not showing off. Simply being.

His mind is a meeting place. His
conversation isa crossroads. During
adrive through Lucknow, I realised I
was not merely travelling through a
city. Iwas travelling through
centuries of accumulated wisdom.
AsIdeparted for the airport, Vijay sent me a poem. “Aastha
vishwas pushpit ho raha hai, Prem ka aakash surabhit ho
raha hai.” Faith and trust are blooming into flower. The sky
ofloveisfilling with fragrance.

Thave rarely encountered a more beautiful description
of Lucknow itself. Because this city blooms where others
harden, it perfumes where others polarise and it invites here
othersisolate.

Istayed at Saraca, the heritage hotel once known as
Lebua, owned by my friend Abdullah, a son of Lucknow
whose impeccable taste reflects the refinement of the city
itself. At Aazrak, Chef Mohsin serves Awadhi cuisine that
deservesinternational acclaim. Every meal felt like mem-
ory plated with precision. Every dish felt like history trans-
lated into flavour. Yet what moved me most was learning
that Chef Mohsin descends from a lineage of cooks, who
prepared food for the courts of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah. One
tastes that history. One feels it. The food arrives carrying
centuries.

But what fascinates me is that Lucknow’s greatness is
not confined to royal kitchens. Its genius resides equally in
family homes. In vegetarian tables. In humble recipes. In
everyday hospitality. Because food here is not
simply nourishment. It is philosophy. It is diplomacy. It
ismemory.

Itislove made edible. Perhaps, that is why UNESCO rec-
ognised Lucknow as a Creative City of Gastronomy. The
honourisnot really about recipes. It is about relationships.
The cuisine reflects the culture that created it. And
Lucknow’s culture remains one of the finest arguments ever
made for coexistence.

Today, the world finds itself standing at a crossroads.
Everywhere there is noise. Everywhere there is suspicion.
In an age of walls, Lucknow remains a door. In an age of
noise, it remains asong. In an age of division, it remains a
prayer. And what a magnificent prayer it is.

HERE ISNOT SIMPLY
NOURISHMENT.IT
IS PHILOSOPHY. IT
IS DIPLOMACY

Heena Khandelwal

ALK INTO any bar in

Mumbai, Delhi or Benga-

luruonaFriday nightand

you will find twenty-

somethings nursing a Pa-
loma or Picante, debating the provenance
ofasingle malt, listening intently asthe bar-
tender explains where a particular ingredi-
ent hasbeen sourced from or how the cock-
tail was clarified. They are not, contrary to
a persistent global narrative, abstaining.
They are drinking, just not the way their par-
entsdid.

“People are definitely drinking, If any-
thing, they are drinking better. They are not
drinking to get drunk anymore. There’s a
shift towards moderation and responsibil-
ity,” says Riyaaz Amlani, managing director,
Impresario Entertainment Hospitality,
whose restaurants and bars cater exten-
sively to younger consumers.

The idea that an entire generation has
turned its back on alcohol has been circu-
lating in international media for several
years now and more recently in India, bol-
stered by studies in the West combined with
the rising health consciousness and the
popularity of sober-curious lifestyles. But
the data, even globally, is more nuanced.

According to IWSR’s Bevtrac survey,
which tracked more than 26,000 people
across 15 global markets, including India, al-
cohol participation among Gen Z rose from
60 per cent in April 2023 to 70 per cent in
March 2025. In India, the experts point out,
the story is ‘how’ they drink, and not
‘whether’ they drink.

PoojaBhatia, a PR professional in Mum-
bai, says when she started drinking it was
Jagermeister bombs and tequilashots. “But
now I like Paloma, Picante or tequilaon the
rocks,” she says. She drinks two or three
times aweek, though she’sbeen tryingto cut
backtoonce. Thereason? “I hate hangovers.
I hate my productivity taking a dip. It dis-
rupts my health goals,” says Bhatia, adding
“And ifTam spending Rs 1,500 on adrink, it
should have a story, good ingredients and
top-notch liquor.”

Nikhil Agarwal, 47, one of India’s leading
experts on wine and spirits, who is also in
the business of their imports, has watched
this shift with both professional interest and
a certain generational perspective. “Wine
hasbecomeavery popular category among
Gen Z. In white spirits, tequila and gin are
clearly leading. People are happy to pay
Rs 7,000-Rs 9,000 for a bottle of tequila,
around Rs 1,000 for a cocktail, upwards of
Rs2,000 for abottle of wine,” says Agarwal,
who is bullish about the growth of the seg-
ment in India for good reason. “Even if just
3 per cent of India’s population is consum-
ing premium alcohol, that’s roughly 43 mil-
lion people. That’s more than the popula-
tion of Australia,” he adds.

The India market, by most accounts, is
where the global spirits industry is now pin-
ning considerable hope, and which is why
we see new launches, from global leaders as
well as by emerging names within the
country. “India remains the only market
with all three indicators — consumer senti-
ment, recalled volume and recalled spend
— in positive territory, as upper-middle-
class consumers continue to drink and
spend more,” an IWSR report quoted Ri-
chard Halstead, COO Consumer Insights.

Diageo, which acquired United Spiritsin
2013, today operates one of the largest port-
folios in the country. They have 100 million
new legal drinking age (LDA) consumers
added every year.

“Indiarepresentsaunique combination

TEQUILA

While global surveys suggests Gen Zis drinking less, in
India they are not anti-alcohol, they are anti-excess

of scale and long-term opportunity. That is
why we often describe it as the consumer
market of the next decade,” says Ruchira
Jaitly, chief marketing officer, Diageo India,
pointingtoastructural shift in the nature of
that growth. “The most important shift we
have seen is the move from a purely volume-
led to a value and experience-led model.”
For Satyavarapu Nikitha, a brand mar-
keting professional in her 20s, from Benga-
luru, her first drink was a cocktail. Today,
she drinks about once amonth. “WhenIgo
out, Ilike to try new cocktails, but it is usually
justasip or two,” she says. Her friends, who
all are Gen Z, “like getting a good high, but

NEW WINEIN
NEWBOTTLES
Many global spirit
companies see
Indiaasa
consumer market
for the next decade

not passing out. That is not the goal.”

It is a phrase you hear with remarkable
consistency across this generation. For Chi-
rag Kajale, who runs a creator agency in
Mumbeai, drinking is woven into the social
fabric of his week but not in a way previous
generations would recognise.

“My friends and I have a ritual: We meet
every Monday, drinkand just talk.” On days
when he and his friends want to step out,
they gravitate toward tap bars like Doolally
Taproom. For him, the point is connection,
not consumption. “Alcohol is a great social
agent, itopensdoors. I've built some mean-
ingful relationships over drinks and those

connections have helped me profes-
sionally.”

Rakshay Dhariwal, founderand manag-
ing director of Maya Pistola Agavepura and
PCO, pushes back on the idea that global
trends translate neatly to India. “Gen Zis far
more experimental. For millennials, drink-
ing was often the default way to socialise.
But Gen Z do alot more. They will meet for
coffee, play sports like pickleball, or go out.
Drinking is just one part of a larger social

Debashish Shyam, co-founder of Ardent
Alcobev, which produces the single malt
Dram Bell, identifies the same distinction
with a phrase that neatly captures the gen-
eration’s ethos: “They’re not anti-alcohol.
They’re anti-excess.”

The format of drinking has also shifted.
Sakshee Bhatia, 24, a publicist in Mumbai,
prefersginlike Sector Hibiscus & Peach ora
black label whiskey if drinking with family.
Even with friends, she prefers drinks at

home than out. “It

ITSNOT feels safer, no one
UNCOMMONTO  hastoworry about
SEE TWENTY- driving, and every-
SOMETHINGS one’s in one place,”
she says, adding
DEBATING THE that the narrative
PROVENANCE around her gener-
OF ASINGLE ation amuses her a
MALT ORKNOW  bit. “Ifind it funny
WHERE AN when people say
INGREDIENT GenZisn'tdrinking.
I do know people
COMES FROM. whodon’'tdrink, but
GENZs ARE I also know plenty
DRINKING, who definitely do
ALRIGHT, JUST and are holding the
NOT THE fort for the rest of
WAY THEIR us,” she says.
PARENTS DID Meanwhile,

Sreehari TK, 25, a

data analyst from
Kerala who started on whisky in college,
has consciously pulled back. “Tam focus-
ingon building a good physique.Igotothe
gym and follow a diet,” says TK, who now
drinks once or twice a month. His story is
held up by those who argue Gen Z is mod-
erating, and he is. But even hisbenchmark
has quietly risen: his preferred drink s Sig-
nature Rare Aged Whisky on casual days,
and for a special occasion, he’llgoup to a
Jack Daniel’s.

Agarwal credits the infrastructure that
has grown up around them — the craft
cocktail bar, the wine list, the bartender
who explains his ingredients — for funda-
mentally changing what drinking means
for this cohort. “People are only now start-
ingtoexplore wine and cocktails. And this
isn’t limited to metros — step outside
Mumbai and Delhi, and you’ll see young
people in cities like Nagpur going out
for cocktails.”

Dhariwal also pointstoaclear shift in be-
haviour. “Eatlier, you'd play drinking games
and finish drinks quickly. Today, they’d
rather stay tipsy, pace themselves, and pro-
long the experience. You might even see
higher overall consumption across an even-
ing, but through low alcohol cocktails rather
than quick, strong drinks.”

Pooja Bhatia — spending Rs 4,000-
5,000 on three cocktailsin asingle evening,
carrying Liquid IV party electrolytes to a
concert in case she wants energy without
the alcohol, heading to Bare or Bombay
Canteen rather than a club because the
music in clubs makes her drink more than
she wants to — is the clearest portrait of
what this shift looks like from the inside.

She is not drinking less. She is drinking
on her own terms.

Live artists are now finding a place at weddings to document
the oddities and novelties of the moment

AnusreeKC

ANEWLY-MARRIED couple are at their re-
ception. Inthe background are floral decora-
tions and guests milling about. Someone
steers them toward an easel they have not
noticed all night. “Oh my god”, the bride says;
the groom laughs. He is at a loss for words.
Onthe easel is a painting of them, mid-phe-
ras.

Anartist hasbeen workingonitall even-
ing, observing the wedding ceremony, the
guests, the family, the couple. Through the
aunties rearranging the flower centrepieces,
through the uncles who wandered over,
squinted at the half-finished canvasand an-
nounced, “I think the nose is a little off”,
through the children who came in waves.
Theartist stood through all of it, brush mov-
ing, unbothered, coaxing two faces out of
white canvas.

Live wedding painting is slowly becom-
ingone of the most sought-afteradditions at
Indian weddings. Before findingitsway toa
mandap or abeach venue, it was an already
doing the rounds in the US, the UK and Eu-
rope. Itarrived in India the way most trends
do now: through Instagram.

Smriti Goswami, a 29-year-old self-
taught artist based in Goa, stumbled upon
videos frominternational wedding markets
during the pandemic. She did her first live
wedding painting for her best friend in 2023,
for free, and used the footage to build her
brand, Art by Simmo. That reel reached 29
million views on Instagram. In her first year,
she was booked for seven weddings.

But getting there was not simple. “Live
wedding paintingisachallenge. You have to
complete the work in four or five hours,
which normally takes three to four days.
There are people constantly talking around
you and you have toindulge them. You can-
not work in isolation,” says Goswami. Such
skill, she says, needs practice.

Aashi Jain learned it the hard way. The
28-year-old Fine Arts graduate from Delhi
College of Art, soon realised that disco light-
ingisapainter’snightmare, thatacrylicdries
faster on humid nights and random guests
will insist you paint them too. She now
carries her own lights and in winter, she
brings a hairdryer.

LIFEINCOLOUR
(Clockwise from
above) A wedding
portrait by Aashi
Jain; a couple with
their caricature
drawn by Suraj
Shah; live wedding
artists Varsha Nair
and her husband
Vivek Wagh

This trend is finding its way even in
smaller towns. Animessh Saorav from Ha-
zaribagh, Jharkhand, says his first live wed-
ding was a swirl of panic. But four years on,
he’s mastered the art of improvisation. “It’s
not for people who havejust started their ca-
reer in art,” says the 30-year-old.

But everywhere the process follows a
similar pattern. Artists arrive two to three
hoursearlier, they paintabackground onthe
canvas and wait for the moment. Often, the
moment to be painted is decided before-
hand. It could be the first dance, exchanging
thegarlandsor the pheras. They photograph
the momentand thenstart painting. Acrylic
is used as it dries faster and because the
painting has to be delivered the same night.
Some couples even request to add their
family members, both deceased and alive,
or their pets to the portrait. These artists
charge anywhere upwards of Rs11lakh.

But caricaturists at weddings operate at
a completely different pace. Suraj Shah, 27,
who is finishing his BFA at Delhi College of
Art, can illustrate a couple in 10 minutes, a
solo portrait in five and 30 faces in three
hours.It’'sabout reading the room, says Sha-

shank Mishra, 23, a caricature artist from
Lucknow. “While talking, I visualise things
and make the cartoon accordingly. Like de-
picting the wife as someone dominant, so
when they seeit, they understand the under-
lying dynamics.”

Varsha Nair and her husband Vivek
Wagh, both 35, started out with commission
paintings. “We started speed painting to
understand whether this is something that
canbedonewithinatime frame,” Varshare-
calls. The duo has also worked for celebrity
weddings, including actor and influencer
Prajakta Koli and actor Keerthy Suresh.

The game is in the surprise, the unex-
pected, the humour, the reading between the
brush strokes. Bengaluru-based Ahana
Kumar, who got married in December last
yearsays. “Photos are on everybody’s phone.
Tjust wanted something that captured the
moment more beautifully.” Her advice to
anyone consideringitis, “Don’t bargain with
them. You can’t put a value on the amount
of effort they put in.” If uncertainty is the
truth about marriage, live paintings put the
creative spin to the beginning of this walk
down the aisle.
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