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Two cousins, Aare Prem Kumar (19) and R Gowri Prasad, 
drowned while swimming in a canal at Kollimara village 
in Guntur district. The youths had come to Kakumanu 
mandal for summer holidays. Police retrieved the bodies

CANAL 
TRAGEDY

AP to set up migration 
mgmt centres for NRTs

Vijayawada: To resolve various 
grievances of Non-Resident 

Telugus (NRTs), the State 
government has decided to 

establish Migration Management 
Centres at District Collectorates. 

The special cells already 
established in District 

Collectorates, comprising an MRO 
cadre officer and a Sub-Inspector/

Circle Inspector from the Special 
Branch office of the District SP, 

will also function as Special 
Police Officers (NRT Affairs) at 

the Migration Management 
Centres in the districts

ACA to launch APL in 
Vizag on June 9

Visakhapatnam: The ACA will 
launch the APL on June 9 in 

Visakhapatnam. The tournament 
will feature seven teams and will 
be played in a round-robin league 

format across Visakhapatnam, 
Kadapa, and Mangalagiri. The 

participating teams are 
Bhimavaram Bulls, Royals of 

Rayalaseema, Vijayawada 
Sunshiners, Amaravathi Royals, 
Simhadri Lions, Kakinada Kings, 

and Thungabhadra Warriors. The 
schedule was released by APL 

Governing Body Chairperson Sujay 
Krishna Ranga Rao

TN CBCID seeks help to 
trace missing trio
Guntur: The Tamil Nadu Vellore 
Range Crime Branch CID has 
appealed to the public to help 
trace three persons missing since 
November 13, 2022 - a father, his 
young son and elderly mother. 
According to DSP B Suresh 
Pandyan, the missing persons are 
D Rajesh Kumar (39), his son R 
Sashwanth Rajesh (7), and 
mother D Lalitha (65), residents 
of Solingar village in Ranipet 
district. Police said a case was 
registered at the Vellore CBCID 
Police Station based on a a 
complaint

Two fishers drown as boat 
capsizes off Nellore coast
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

TWO fishermen from Juv-
valadinne Aricharla Ban-
garupalem village in Bogolu 
mandal of  Kavali constituency 
in Nellore district drowned 
while fishing in the early hours 
of  Wednesday after their boat 
capsized due to strong winds.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Thupili Bala-
murali and Kumari 
Govindu.

According to reports, 
the duo had ventured 
into the sea for fishing 
when gusty winds over-
turned their small fishing craft, 
causing them to drown.

Police officials rushed to the 
spot after receiving informa-
tion about the incident and be-
gan an inquiry into the acci-
dent. Meanwhile, AP Minister 
P Narayana expressed deep 
shock over the incident. He 
spoke over the phone with local 

MLA D Krishna Reddy and con-
cerned officials to gather de-
tails about the mishap that oc-
curred near the Taticherlapalem 
coast in Bogolu mandal.

The minister conveyed his 
condolences to the families of  
the deceased fishermen and as-
sured them that the govern-
ment would extend all possible 

support during this diffi-
cult time.

The State govern-
ment has announced 
an ex gratia payment 
of  `5 lakh each to the 

families of  the victims 
on the directions of  Chief  

Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu. Postmortem exam on 
the bodies of  Balamurali and 
Govindu were conducted at the 
Kavali Area Gover nment 
hospital.

MLA D Krishna Reddy visit-
ed the hospital and assured the 
family members of  govern-
ment assistance.

Govt announces `5L ex gratia; search on for two missing fishermen

AP links lake revival with women’s livelihoods
S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

IN a forward-looking step, the 
State gvernment of  Andhra 
Pradesh has unveiled a mission 
to rejuvenate water bodies 
while simultaneously creating 
sustainable livelihood opportu-
nities for women. 

In the recently issued gov-
ernment order, G.O.MS.No. 106, 
the  Municipal Administration 
&  U r b a n  D e v e l o p m e n t 
(MA&UD) Department, inte-
grates water hyacinth clear-
ance and resource recovery 
into the ongoing Jaladhara–
Jalaharathi 100-Day Special 
Drive, running from April 6 to 
July 14, 2026.

The programme comes at a 
time when lakes, ponds, and ca-
nals across the state are under 
severe ecological stress due to 
unchecked water hyacinth 
growth. The fast-spreading 
aquatic weed has been choking 
irrigation channels, degrading 
water quality, and threatening 
biodiversity. 

Officials described the initia-
tive as a mission-mode ap-
proach that goes beyond rou-
tine cleaning, combining 
environmental restoration 
with income generation. “This 

is not just a cleaning exercise. 
It is a long-term solution that 
combines ecological balance 
with livelihood creation,” a 
senior official said.

MA&UD will manage urban 
water bodies, Panchayat Raj & 
Rural Development (PR&RD) 
will oversee rural structures, 
and the Water Resources De-
partment will clear irrigation 
canals and minor tanks. Unlike 
earlier efforts, the SOP address-
es root causes by mandating 
strict prevention of  untreated 
sewage inflow.

 Localised Sewage Treatment 
Plants (STPs) and nature-based 
systems are being installed to 
ensure only treated water en-

ters water bodies, reducing the 
recurrence of  hyacinth.

Women’s Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs), mobilised by SERP and 
MEPMA, are receiving harvest-
ed biomass to process into or-
ganic compost, fibre products, 
and handicrafts. Long stems 
are converted into commercial 
fibres, while leaves and roots 
are composted with cow dung 
slurry, maturing over 30 days 
into nutrient-rich manure. 

Authorities expect the com-
post to reduce dependence on 
chemical fertilisers, lower in-
put costs for farmers, and im-
prove soil health. Surplus pro-
duction meeting Fertiliser 
Control Order (FCO) standards 

will be aggregated and market-
ed through APMARKFED, en-
suring steady income streams 
for women entrepreneurs.

Environmental benefits are 
expected to be equally signifi-
cant. Cleaner water bodies will 
improve groundwater recharge, 
support aquatic biodiversity, 
and enhance urban landscapes. 
In rural areas, restored tanks 
and canals will strengthen ir-
rigation and agricultural 
productivity. 

District administrations are 
overseeing implementation 
with strong monitoring frame-
works, including geo-tagged 
“before and after” documenta-
tion to ensure transparency.

Experts have welcomed the 
initiative as a model of inte-
grated governance, noting that 
AP is setting a good example. 

As the programme expands 
across districts, neglected wa-
ter bodies are expected to re-
gain vitality, while women’s 
SHGs gain a sustainable foun-
dation for economic progress. 

Officials said the mission re-
flects a broader policy direction 
- one where waste is turned into 
wealth and environmental ac-
tion translates into social 
development.

3 kids drown in 
farm pond in 
Sathya Sai dist
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Anantapur

THREE children drowned after 
accidentally falling into a farm 
pond set up in a pomegranate 
orchard at Roddam mandal in 
Sri Sathya Sai district on 
Wednesday evening.

According to Roddam SI K 
Veeranjaneyulu, the deceased 
were identified as PA Darahas 
Reddy (12), PA Harshith Reddy 
(10), and R Suguna Reddy (12), 
all residents of  Naranagepalli 
village in the mandal. The chil-
dren had reportedly gone to 
their agricultural field and ac-
cidentally fell into the farm 
pond.

Take steps to prevent power disruptions: Gottipati
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ENERGY Minister Gottipati 
Ravi Kumar has directed offi-
cials to adopt special measures 
to prevent power interruptions 
and ensure citizens face no in-
convenience during the ongo-
ing summer heatwave and un-
timely gale storms.

On Wednesday, the Minister 
held a video conference with 
senior officials to review the 
electricity supply situation 
across the State. Officials 
briefed him that transmission 

lines and transformers in sev-
eral districts have been severe-
ly affected due to intense heat, 
gusty winds, and heavy rains.

The Minister instructed that 
citizens must be given prior in-
timation about any power in-
terruptions. He emphasized ef-
fective use of  media platforms 
and bulk SMS systems for time-
ly communication. 

He further directed that call 
centres act as a robust coordi-
nation mechanism between the 
electricity department and con-
sumers, ensuring the 24/7 toll-
free helpline 1912 remains fully 
accessible and responsive to 
public grievances.

To strengthen supply, Gotti-
pati Ravi Kumar ordered that 

the ongoing construction of  
Transco substations be acceler-
ated and feeder capacities up-
graded to meet future demand, 
thereby minimising transmis-
sion losses. 

The Minister instructed Su-
perintending Engineers (SEs) 
in all districts to conduct man-
datory daily teleconferences 
with staff.  

The meeting was attended 
virtually by Energy Depart-
ment Special Chief  Secretary 
Vijayanand, along with Transco 
JMD, Discom CMDs, Directors, 
Chief  Engineers, and others.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

PARADIP PORT AUTHOTIRY
e-TENDER CALL NOTICE

No.EM/PED-09/2026

No.: EM/PED/TECH-30/2025/109 
Date: 22/05/2026

Name of the work: Maintenance 
contract of streetlights installed inside 
Port Township for a period of three 
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Paradip Port Authority
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