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Oppn attacks PM on govt’s failures
OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Opposition 
leaders on Monday attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
alleging that his government 
had failed to safeguard peo-
ple’s interests and dubbed him 
a “compromised PM” after he 
made an appeal for judicious 
use of fuel and defer gold pur-
chases as well as foreign travel 
to help save foreign exchange in 
the wake of the West Asia crisis.

The BJP, however, defended 
Modi saying his appeal for aus-
terity was in the larger national 
interest and should be followed 
by everyone.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and former 
party chief Rahul Gandhi went 
on the offensive and alleged that 
the “compromised PM” was no 
longer capable of running the 
country and asked Modi not to 
shift the blame for “12 years of 
failures” onto the shoulders of 
ordinary Indians.

Leader of Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi said 
the PM’s words were “evidence 
of failure”.

“These are not words of 
counsel; they are evidence of 
failure,” he said.

“Time and again, they shift 
the responsibility onto the pub-
lic to evade their own account-
ability,” Gandhi said, adding, 
“The compromised PM is no 
longer capable of running the 
country.”

Congress chief Kharge said 
that at a time when people were 
struggling under the weight of 
adversity, the prime minister 
was busy lecturing the country 
on the virtues of saving.

He questioned why 
the Prime Minister was so 
engrossed in election campaign-
ing and conducting roadshows.

Union minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said the appeal 
was aimed at guiding and 
inspiring people to conserve 

fuel, a limited resource.
“His suggestions are in the 

larger national and public inter-
est, and all of us should follow 
them. This is what visionary 
leadership means, always think-
ing about the nation and its peo-
ple, and guiding the country 
through every crisis,” Chouhan 
said.

Seeking to defend the PM’s 
remarks, BJP leader Sudhanshu 
Trivedi said what Modi had said 
was the duty of the government 
and it was similar to how the 
government advises caution 
when there is a possibility of a 
tsunami or a storm.

“I think the Opposition is 
once again making the mistake 
of opposing the government, 
the BJP and PM Narendra Modi 
to the extent that it risks cross-
ing into opposing the nation,” 

Trivedi said.
Samajwadi Party chief Akh-

ilesh Yadav alleged that the BJP 
government had failed in han-
dling both the economy and 
foreign policy, calling its appeal 
an “admission of failure”.

In a post on X, Yadav said, 
“As soon as elections are over, 
the government suddenly 
remembered the ‘crisis’. In real-
ity, there is only one crisis for 
the country and its name is BJP.”

The former Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister questioned how 
the country would achieve the 
goal of becoming a “five trillion 
dollar economy” if the govern-
ment was forced to impose sev-
eral restrictions.

“It appears the BJP govern-
ment has completely lost con-
trol,” he said, adding that such 
statements from the govern-
ment could create panic in the 
markets and the public.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Pri-
yanka Chaturvedi alleged that 
the austerity measures were a 
result of election-focused gov-
ernance and the NCP (SP) said 
the BJP should “lead by exam-
ple” before asking the public to 

curtail consumption and travel.
CPIM general secretary 

MA Baby condemned the PM’s 
call for austerity and said it was 
ironic that the Prime Minister 
called upon the people to imple-
ment austerity measures.

“The government has utterly 
failed to safeguard the interests 
of the people because of its deci-
sion to completely align with 
the US-Israel axis,” he alleged.

“The PM’s statement itself 
proves that all is not well with 
the economy,” he said, as he 
questioned the timing of the 
remarks.

CPI leader D Raja asked, 
“Who is buying gold? Whom 
is the Prime Minister advis-
ing? Let him say who is buy-
ing gold. He is advising people 
not to buy gold, but people do 
not even have enough money 
to eat. They do not have money 
in their hands, so how can they 
buy gold? What is the Prime 
Minister saying?”

AAP MP Sanjay Singh said 
the PM should stop doing road-
shows, holding public rallies 
and going on foreign trips to 
save fuel.
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Stage set for Himanta to take 
oath as Assam CM for 2nd term
Prime Minister and top NDA leaders to attend event

MPOST BUREAU

GUWAHATI: The stage is set 
for Himanta Biswa Sarma to 
take oath as Assam chief min-
ister for a second consecutive 
term on Tuesday, marking the 
start of the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment’s third straight tenure 
in the state.

The swearing-in ceremony 
at the Veterinary College Field 
in Khanapara is expected 
to witness the presence of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Home minister 
Amit Shah, Defence minister 
Rajnath Singh, Finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, Union 
minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
and BJP national president 
Nitin Nabin, along with over 
40 NDA chief ministers and 
deputy chief ministers.

Governor Lakshman 
Prasad Acharya, who on Sun-
day appointed Sarma as the 
chief minister, will administer 
the oath of office and secrecy to 
the BJP leader and members of 
the new Council of Ministers at 

11:40 am.
Sarma, who first became 

chief minister in 2021, will be 
the first non-Congress leader 
in Assam to serve two consecu-
tive terms as CM.

This will be the NDA’s 
third consecutive term in 
the state since the BJP-led  
alliance first came to power 
in 2016 under then CM Sar-
bananda Sonowal.

The NDA, comprising the 
BJP, Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) and Bodoland People’s 
Front (BPF), secured a sweep-
ing mandate in the Assem-
bly polls, winning a record 
102 seats in the 126-member 
House. 

The BJP alone bagged 82, 
its first single-party majority in 
the state, while AGP and BPF 
won 10 seats each.

Security personnel inspect the venue ahead of the swearing-in ceremony 
of Assam CM-elect Himanta Biswa Sarma, in Guwahati, Monday � PTI

CHANDIGARH: Polling for 
105 municipal bodies in Punjab, 
including eight municipal cor-
porations, is scheduled for May 
26, as announced by State Elec-
tion Commissioner Raj Kamal 
Chaudhury on Monday.

Vote counting will take 
place on May 29. Address-
ing the media here, Chaud-
hury shared details about the  
elections, stating that they will 
occur in the following eight 
municipal corporations: Moh-
ali, Bathinda, Abohar, Barnala, 
Kapurthala, Moga, Batala, and 
Pathankot. 

Additionally, elections 
will be held for 76 munici-
pal councils and 21 Nagar 
Panchayats, totalling 2,019  
wards across the 105 municipal 
bodies, he added.

With the announcement of 
the election schedule, the Model 
Code of Conduct has come into 
immediate effect. � AGENCIES

Punjab: Polling 
for 105 municipal 
bodies on May 
26, counting 
on May 29 
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NEW DELHI: The Congress 
on Monday attacked the BJP 
over alleged irregularities in the 
NEET-UG 2026, with Rahul 
Gandhi claiming that it is not 
an exam anymore but an “auc-
tion” and that no one poses a 

greater threat to the dreams of 
India’s youth than the Modi 
government.

The leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha said he stands 
with the country’s youth in an 
“incredibly difficult time” and 
vowed to change the system.

“I heard the news about the 

NEET 2026 paper leak. It’s not 
an exam anymore --NEET is 
now an auction. Many questions 
were being sold on WhatsApp 
42 hours before the exam,” Gan-
dhi said in a post in Hindi on X.

Over 22 lakh children stud-
ied through sleepless nights all 
year, burning the midnight oil, 

and in one night, their future 
was openly “auctioned off” in 
the marketplace, he said.

“This isn’t the first time. In 
10 years, 89 paper leaks—48 
re-exams. Every time, the same 
promises, and then the same 
silence,” the former Congress 
chief said.

‘NEET not exam anymore but auction’: Rahul 
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CHENNAI: Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay, nine other min-
isters, former CMs includ-
ing Edappadi K Palaniswami, 
ex- deputy CM Udhayanidhi 
Stalin and the newly elected 
MLAs on Monday took the 
oath of office in the Tamil 
Nadu Legislative Assembly.

Pro-tem Speaker M V 
Karuppaiah, praising Vijay’s 
leadership and victory, ini-
tiated the proceedings on 
administration of the oath 
of office for MLAs in the first 
session of the 17th Assembly.

The chief minister was the 
first to take oath as MLA and 
ministers N Anand, Aadhav 
Arjuna, KG Arunraj, KA 
Sengottaiyan, P Venkata-
ramanan, R Nirmalkumar,  
Rajmohan and TK Prabhu 
followed suit.

Following this, DMK 
legislature party leader and 
former deputy CM Udhay-
anidhi Stalin, former CMs 
Palaniswami and O Panneer-
selvam (DMK), and other 
MLAs took oath of office.

Vijay, Udhayanidhi 

and Panneerselvam were 
among those who “solemnly 
affirmed” and took oath. 

Palaniswami and PMK’s 
Sowmya Anbumani were 
among those who took oath 
in the name of God.

Panrutti AIADMK MLA 
K Mohan while taking oath 
suddenly broke down and 
hailed late chief minister J 
Jayalalithaa and with folded 
hands paid tributes to the 
portrait of the late AIADMK 
matriarch in the Assembly 
hall.

Initially, Minister S Keer-
thana could not take oath 
of office as MLA as she did 
not present her Certificate 

of Election, a prerequisite for 
taking oath, an official said.

When the Assembly Prin-
cipal Secretary K Srinivasan 
invited Keerthana, announc-
ing her name in the micro-
phone, she walked to the 
podium, which was right 
in front of the chair of the  
CM from one side. 

Also, MLAs who take 
oath would face the chair of 
the pro-tem speaker.

While Keerthana neared 
the podium, Srinivasan 
raised his hand and asked her 
the certificate, which could 
be seen in the live coverage 
of the Assembly proceedings. 

However, she could not 
produce the certificate and 
what she replied to Sriniva-
san was not known.

Asked what transpired, an 
official told news agency: “It 
seems she did not have her 
certificate of election with 
her ready. Since she could 
not submit the certificate, 
the senior official politely 
declined to allow her to take 
oath. She may take oath 
whenever she submits her 
certificate of election.”

TN CM Joseph Vijay, newly elected 
MLAs take oath in Assembly

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay takes oath as Member of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA) � PTI
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CHANDIGARH: As Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann’s cousin brother Gyan 
Singh Mann joins the saffron 
party, Bhartiya Janta Party, few 
months before state Assembly 
polls, it sends strong signals 
about changing shades of Pun-
jab’s politics.

Though this might be yet 
another set back for Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) in Punjab 
which was still recovering from 
the setback of seven of its ten 
Rajya Sabha MPs joining BJP, 
it displays a shift from alliance-
era politics to symbolic politics.

Gyan Singh Mann joined 
the party in the presence of 
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab 

Singh Saini and BJP Punjab 
Chief Sunil Jakhar.

It seems that the party has 
switched its political strategy 
in Punjab and is aiming am 
deeper political expansion by 
symbolism and focussed social 
outreach.

With the Haryana Chief 
Minister Saini also proactively 

contributing to upcoming elec-
tions through numerous out-
reach initiatives, BJPs switch 
from remaining a coalition 
partner in the past to an inde-
pendent political party in the 
state seems real.

The saffron party has been 
primarily dependent on Shiro-
mani Akali Dal to form govern-

ment in Punjab for years.
Hitting on the pulse of the 

state, where family status, net-
working in villages often shape 
political narratives by bringing 
a relative of the Chief Minister 
the BJP might be successful in 
corroborating the internal rift 
regarding Bhagwant Mann’s 
leadership in AAP.

According to news agency, 
the Mann-cousin has been a 
part of the Aam Aadmi Party 
and played key organisational 
role in Sangrur and Dhuri. 
He was in fact associated with 
the managing the campaign 
of Bhagwant Mann during his 
initial political days. Later, he 
has been vocal in criticising 
and questioning the decisions 
of AAP government.

AHEAD OF 2027 PUNJAB POLLS

Punjab CM’s cousin Gian Singh Mann joins BJP
Closer Look

»»Gyan Singh Mann joined the party in the presence of 
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini and BJP 
Punjab Chief Sunil Jakhar
»» The saffron party has been primarily dependent on Shi-
romani Akali Dal to form government in Punjab for years
»» This might be another setback for AAP after seven of its 
Rajya Sabha MPs joining BJP
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NEW DELHI: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah called on Union 
Home minister Amit Shah on 
Monday where the two leaders 
discussed issues concerning the 
Union territory.

Before leaving for the 
national capital, the chief min-
ister told reporters in Srinagar 
that he would discuss all the 
issues concerning Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“I wish we could have got 
our statehood after one meet-
ing with the home minister. If 
that was the case, we would 
have got it a long time ago. But 
yes, I will raise statehood, busi-
ness rules and other issues con-
cerning Jammu and Kashmir in 
the meeting,” he said.

Abdullah also said that 
there was “nothing wrong” in 

giving telecom powers to the 
lieutenant governor (L-G) dur-
ing public safety events, as he 
holds the charge of security 
and law and order.

“This is the right thing. 
These powers should be 
with the lieutenant gover-
nor. This is not against the  
business rules or the reorgan-
isation act,” the chief minister 
told reporters.

He said that orders to stop 
phone services or internet are 
issued by the home depart-
ment, which comes under the 
L-G.

The Centre has last week 
authorised the Jammu and 
Kashmir L-G to exercise 
powers, such as intercep-
tion of signals, suspension 
of service and decryption of  
messages, related to telecom 
services in the UT during pub-
lic safety events or national 
emergency.

According to the order 
issued on Thursday, the Presi-
dent directed the LG to exer-
cise the powers and discharge 
the functions of the state gov-
ernment under Sub-Section 20 
(2) of the Telecommunications 
Act, 2023 (44 of 2023), which 
deals with situations involving 
public safety and national secu-
rity, within the UT.

J&K CM calls on Amit Shah to discuss 
statehood & business rules for UT

Union Home minister Amit Shah 
being greeted by J&K Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah during a meeting� PTI


