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MP man at Erode mental rehab centre reunited with family after 12 years
P  S R I N I V A S A N  @ Erode

A mental health rehabilitation 
beneficiary from Madhya 
Pradesh, who was receiving 
care at a shelter in Talavadi, of  
Erode district, has reunited 
with his family after 12 years. 

According to the police sourc-
es, in 2014, four individuals 
with mental disorders, includ-
ing N Ashik Kumar (38), of  Ba-
bera in Balaghat District in 
Madhya Pradesh, were found 
wandering near the court cam-
pus in Gobichettipalayam in 
Erode district. Seeing this, the 
Lions Club administrators filed 
a case in court, obtaining an or-
der to place them in a shelter. 

Subsequently, when steps were 
taken to admit them to Naza-
reth Illam in Talavadi, two of  
them were taken by their 
families.

Subsequently, only two peo-
ple, including Ashik, were ad-
mitted to the shelter.

“Through continuous treat-
ment, rehabilitation services, 
counselling, and compassion-
ate care provided by Nazareth 
Illam over the years, Ashik 
gradually recovered and re-
gained stability in his life. Sub-
sequent efforts undertaken by 
Fr Arun Kumar, Director of  the 
Home to trace his identity and 
family members proved suc-
cessful. After 12 years of  sepa-

ration, Ashik is now being for-
mally handed over to his 
parents and family members, 
on Friday, marking an emotion-
al and joyful reunion,” a state-
ment by Nazareth Illam said.

“Ashik Kumar comes from a 
lower-middle class family and 
he has a younger brother and 
sister. After completing Class 
12, he studied till first year of  
ITI after which he went miss-
ing in 2010. A missing case was 
registered with the Balaghat 

district police in 2010. However, 
Ashik did not remember how 
he had come to Gobichetti-
palayam,” a police officer told 
TNIE.

“He recovered from the treat-
ment he received at the shelter. 
From the time of  admission to 
the shelter, he had allegedly not 
spoken to anyone for a long 
time. So, no one knew what his 
mother tongue was. Ashik 
doesn’t know Tamil. He only re-
plied in English, occasionally 

15-yr-old female 
elephant dies of 
ill health in STR
Erode: A 15-year-old female 
elephant allegedly died of  ill 
health in Jeerahalli forest 
range, under Sathyamangalam 
Tiger Reserve (STR), in Erode 
district.

According to sources, a fe-
male elephant was found lying 
in a field, sick and unable to 
walk, near the forest boundary 
in Karalavadi village, within 
the Jeerahalli forest range, on 
Thursday evening. On informa-
tion, forest officials and a team 
of  veterinarians provided treat-
ment. However, the elephant 
succumbed on Friday morning. 
Following this, a postmortem 
was conducted. 

Speaking to TNIE, Yogesh 
Kumar Garg, Deputy Director 
of  STR (Hasanur Forest Divi-
sion), said, “The female ele-
phant is probably about 
15-years-old and was in an ex-
tremely weak condition when 
we found it. We suspect that it 
may have died due to ill health. 
However, full details regarding 
the death will be known only 
after the postmortem.” � ENS

Farm labourer electrocuted to death in Ammapet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Erode

A 53-year-old agri-
cultural labourer, 
engaged in harvest-
ing tapioca in Olay-
ur in Ammapet, was 
e l e c t ro c u t e d  t o 
death after a low-
tension power line 
snapped and fell on 
h i m  o n  F r i d ay 
morning.

Police sources 
said the victim — S Ravi (53) 
from Sengottai Colony near Gu-
ruvareddiyur in Anthiyur — 

was working on the farmland 
belonging to M Shanthi (55). 

Around 7.40 am on Fri-
day, a low-tension pow-
er line running across 
the field snapped, al-
legedly after a bird 
perched on it, and fell 
on the victim, electro-
cuting him on the spot, 
sources added. Though 
o t h e r  f a r m h a n d s 
rushed Ravi to the Gu-
ruvareddiyur Primary 

Health Centre, the doctors de-
clared him dead on arrival. Lat-
er, the body was sent to the gov-

ernment hospital in Anthiyur 
for autopsy. The Ammapet po-
lice registered a case and initi-
ated an investigation. A senior 
TNPDCL official from the Gobi-
chettipalayam division told 
TNIE, “A report in this regard 
has been sought from local offi-
cials. We can respond regarding 
the cause of  death only after ex-
amining the report.”

Ravi is survived by his wife, 
Rani (52), and his two children. 
His wife and son are also agri-
cultural labourers, while his 
daughter is married and lives 
in Salem.

Farmers worried over surge 
in fertiliser, pesticide prices
M  S aravanan         @ Coimbatore

The prices of  essential chemi-
cal fertilizers and pesticides 
have been steadily rising over 
the past few weeks, pushing al-
ready struggling farmers into 
deeper crisis. Key fertilisers 
have seen sharp hikes from end 
of  May to June, in which, a bag 
of  Potash has jumped from 
`1,800 to `2,200, Super Phos-
phate from `600 to `800, com-
plex fertilisers like Factomfos 
from `1,500 to `2,100, and Am-
monium Sulphate from `950 to 
`1,400. 

The rising prices has caused 
widespread concern as the 
state approaches critical plant-
ing seasons, including the Aadi 
Pattam and the Kuruvai season 
in the fertile delta districts.

“Until a few years ago, the 
union government main-
tained a Maximum Retail 
Price (MRP) for all fertilis-
ers and absorbed interna-
tional price fluctuations 
through generous subsidies 
to manufacturers. This shield-
ed farmers from direct impact. 
However, the system has now 
been diluted. Only urea and 
DAP continue to enjoy full 
price control and heavy subsi-
dy, while other fertilisers re-
ceive only a fixed subsidy 
amount. As a result, any rise in 
global prices is passed di-
rectly on to farmers,” 
said K Balakrishnan, 
secretary of  agri wing 

of  Kausika Neerkarangal.
“With farming seasons ap-

proaching, the continued price 
spiral threatens to push many 
small and marginal farmers 
into deeper debt. Swift policy 
intervention from both central 
and state governments, cou-
pled with support for sustain-
able practices, is needed to pro-
tect farmers,” he said.

Experts and farmer repre-
sentatives are urging the cen-
tre to restore the earlier mech-
a n i s m  by  s u b s t a n t i a l ly 
increasing subsidies to ferti-
lizer companies to main-
tain stable prices for 
cultivators. 

Simulta-
neously, 

the state government has been 
called upon not to treat the is-
sue as solely a central subject. 
It should raise Minimum Sup-
port Prices (MSP) for agricul-
tural produce and actively pro-
mote reduced use of  chemical 
fertilizers.

According to farmers asso-
ciations, farmers should be 
trained to prepare and use nat-
ural on-farm inputs through 
cost-effective organic methods. 
They also demanded that the 
distribution of  ineffective ‘or-
ganic’ products under various 
schemes be stopped immedi-
ately. Instead, officials from 
the Department of  Agricul-
ture should be trained by pre-
mier institutions like ICAR 

and Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University (TNAU) to effective-
ly disseminate proven low-
chemical, high-yield tech-
niques directly at the farm 

level, they added. 
When contacted, agricul-

ture department officials 
acknowledged the issue, at-

tributing it to the prevailing 
international situation. 

“The government is already 
providing substantial subsi-
dies on certain fertilisers. 
While direct intervention to 

control prices is challeng-
ing, we have launched 
awareness campaigns 
under the ‘Khet Bachao 
Abhiyan’ from June 1 
across villages,” an of-
ficial said.

divine walk 
Devotees offer prayers by carrying baskets of fruits on their  head as a part of the Vaikasi Kaniedukum Thiruvizha from 

Meenakshi Amman Temple to Sri  devi Amman Temple at Chittampatti  in Madurai on Friday |  kk sundar

S Ravi

32-year-old man  
dies by electrocution
Dharmapuri: A 32-year-old 
man died by electrocution 
near Theerthamalai in 
Dharmapuri district on 
Thursday. S Raja, a labourer 
from Ellanalli village in 
Nilgiris district, was working 
in Theerthamalai. While 
trying to lift an iron gate, it 
had accidentally touched a 
low-lying power line and was 
electrocuted.  ENS

with a few words, and that too 
only over the past few months. 
Recently, when someone in the 
shelter spoke in Hindi, Ashik 
approached him and spoke in 
Hindi, which is when realisa-
tion dawned” the of ficer 
added.

“Fr Arun Kumar asked Ashik 
to write on a sheet in Hindi. 
Since he did not know Hindi, 
he uploaded what Ashik had 
written to AI platform Chat-
GPT and translated it. Only af-

ter that did he learn the full de-
tails about Ashik. Fr Arun 
Kumar then approached the po-
lice of  both states for assist-
ance. He was handed over to his 
family in the presence of  Bala-
ghat police officials on Friday 
after necessary identity verifi-
cation,” he added.

Fr Arun Kumar, a team of  
Talavadi police, led by consta-
ble A Martin, and administra-
tors of  the shelter were present 
during the event.
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A missing case was registered with the Balaghat district police of 
Madhya Pradesh in 2010. However, Ashik did not remember how he 
had come to Gobichettipalayam

Police officer


