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New Delhi: Indian astronaut-designate and
IAF Air Commodore Prasanth Balakrishnan
Nair (call sign ‘Papa’), one of  the four Gagan-
nauts selected for India’s first human space-
flight mission Gaganyaan, on Monday received
the Kirti Chakra from President Droupadi
Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Kirti Chakra is India’s second-highest
peacetime gallantry award and recognises
courage, devotion to duty and distinguished
service to the nation.

Nair was the backup pilot for the June 2025
Axiom mission-4 to International Space Sta-
tion (ISS). Nair, a highly decorated IAF test pi-
lot, completed rigorous training at Nasa’s John-
son Space Center in Houston alongside pri-
mary astronaut Captain Shubhanshu Shukla,
who finally went to ISS for 18 days. Commis-
sioned into IAF fighter wing in Dec 1998, Nair
has logged over 3,000 hours of  flight time across
diverse aircraft like Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29,
Jaguar, Hawk and AN-32. He has served as a cat-
egory-A flying instructor and commanding of-
ficer of  a Su-30 squadron and graduated at top
of  his class from the US Air Force Air Com-
mand and Staff  College in Alabama.

In 2019, Nair, along with Shukla and two oth-
er IAF pilots, was selected by Isro for training at
Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Center in
Star City, Moscow, and trained there for a year.

Besides the honour for Nair, President

Murmu awarded six other Kirti Chakras, in-
cluding two posthumously; 15 Vir Chakras,
including three posthumously; and 29 Shau-
rya Chakras, including one posthumously, to
personnel of  defence forces, central armed
police forces and state and UT police during
phase-I of  Defence Investiture Ceremony 2026
at Rashtrapati Bhawan.
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President Droupadi Murmu confers Kirti Chakra
upon Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair
at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Monday
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Itanagar: Fresh concerns
over weather-related ha-
zards have emerged in Aru-
nachal Pradesh, with the
authorities in Tawang dis-
trict stepping up prepared-
ness measures amid fears of
a possible Glacial Lake Out-
burst Flood (GLOF) in the
Mago Chu basin.

Incessant rainfall in the
past couple of  days also left
the area near the Inter-State
Bus Terminus (ISBT) comp-
lex at Lekhi waterlogged, dis-
rupting normal movement.

The Tawang district dis-
aster management depart-
ment has issued an alert after
receiving inputs from the
Centre for Earth Science and
Himalayan Studies (CESHS)
on Sunday, which flagged the
possibility of  a GLOF trigge-
red by rapid glacier retreat
and unstable terrain around
the Khangri Glacier, officials
said on Monday.

The advisory was shared
with the Indian Army, Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and Border Roads Or-

ganisation (BRO) to ensure
preparedness among all sta-
keholders.

Tawang deputy commis-
sioner and District Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) chairman Namgyal
Angmo has urged residents
to remain vigilant and close-
ly follow official updates.

Superintendent of  police
Tasi Darang advised people re-
siding along the Mago Chu and
Tawang Chu river systems,
particularly in low-lying are-
as, to keep emergency supplies
ready and stay prepared for
any eventuality.

As part of  efforts to as-
sess the situation, Thingbu
assistant commissioner
Thutan Wangchu, accompa-
nied by residents of  Mago
village, conducted an in-
spection of  the Khangri Gla-
cier, locally known as Neh-
Goh Gangri, recently.

The assessment found that
the glacier, located at an altitu-
de of  over 17,000 feet, has wit-
nessed noticeable snow and
ice loss over the years. PTI

Arunachal’s Tawang on
alert over threat of glacial

lake outburst flood
New Delhi: Five critically
ill patients, including three
personnel of  the Indian Ar-
my, have been airlifted from
Ladakh to Chandigarh for
advanced medical care, IAF
said on Monday.

In a post on X, the Wes-
tern Air Command (WAC) of
Indian Air Force also said 143
lives have been saved thro-
ugh casualty evacuation
operations in the Ladakh
sector alone during 2026.

The WAC shared details
about the critical medical
evacuation mission under-
taken from Ladakh, despite
challenging high-altitude
terrain and inclement we-
ather conditions.

“The Indian Air Force
successfully undertook a cri-
tical Medical Evacuation
(MEDEVAC) mission from
Ladakh, airlifting five Dang-
erous Ill Listed (DIL) pati-
ents for advanced medical
care at Chandigarh. The pa-
tients comprised three Indi-
an Army personnel with one
dependent and one Ladakhi
civilian,” it posted. PTI

3 Army personnel
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New Delhi: A fire was repor-
ted aboard an oil tanker carry-
ing 24 Indian seafarers off  the
coast of  Oman Monday, as Isra-
el and Iran exchanged fresh at-
tacks in their first major esca-
lation since the ceasefire.

The Madagascar-flagged
MT Marivex reported a fire
around 1.30 pm IST, Opesh Ku-
mar Sharma, a director in In-
dia’s ministry of  ports, ship-
ping and waterways, said at a
news briefing.

Sharma declined to com-
ment on the cause of  the fire
but said the vessel was carry-
ing 24 Indian crew members.

The tanker was empty and
located well outside the Strait
of  Hormuz, a key shipping ro-
ute that has been affected by
regional tensions, he said.

tress call after reportedly co-
ming under attack while sai-
ling toward the Omani port of
Duqm, according to reports.

The incident came as Isra-
el and Iran renewed hostiliti-
es. Israel on Monday struck a
petrochemical facility in so-
uthwestern Iran and carried
out attacks on other military
targets. Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps accu-
sed the United States of  viola-
ting the ceasefire. PTI 

“This is the preliminary
information which we have
received...as per available in-
formation, all Indian seafa-
rers are safe,” Sharma said.

“We are coordinating with
the ministry of  external affa-
irs, our missions abroad, In-
dian Navy, ministry of  defen-
ce, to ensure their safety.”

Ship-tracking data sho-
wed the vessel at anchor so-
uth of  Muscat.

The tanker issued a dis-

Fire reported on oil tanker with
24 Indian seafarers; all crew safe

Opesh Kumar Sharma, a director in
India’s ministry of ports, shipping
and waterways, said the tanker
was empty and located well
outside the Strait of Hormuz

Ballia (UP): A woman who
had reported a robbery at
her house was arrested after
police claimed to have unco-
vered that she had orchest-
rated the incident with the
help of  her two brothers
over a marital dispute.

Khajuri police, assisted
by SWAT and surveillance
teams, solved the case of  an
alleged house break-in, as-
sault and robbery reported
two days ago, and arrested
the woman and one of  her
brothers, police said.

Additional superinten-
dent of  police Dinesh Kumar
Shukla said on June 6, Ami-
na Khatoon, a resident of
Khadsara town under Khe-
juri police station limits,
had registered a complaint
alleging that unidentified

masked persons had entered
her house, assaulted family
members and escaped after
stealing cash and jewellery.

Investigators examined
mobile call detail records,
CCTV footage and other evi-
dence, which allegedly revea-
led that the incident had been
planned by Amina herself
with the help of  her brothers.
The investigation led police
to identify Amina and her two
brothers, Shamim and Irs-
had, residents of  Reoti town
area in Ballia district, as su-
spects, Shukla said.

Police said Amina had
strained relations with her
husband and was conside-
ring separation. The alleged
robbery was planned as part
of  a conspiracy with her brot-
hers, officials said. PTI

Woman in marital feud
fakes robbery, arrested
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