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Faridkot, June 5
An environmental and polit-
ical row has erupted in
Faridkot over the state gov-
ernment’s proposal to axe
784 decades-old, full-grown
trees standing on the prem-
ises of the defunct Faridkot
Cooperative Sugar Mill. The
move, aimed at clearing the
137-acre site for an industri-
al park, has met with strong
opposition from local resi-
dents, farmer unions and
environmental organisa-
tions under the banner of
the Jal Jeevan Bachao Mor-
cha (JJBM).

The controversy has put
the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and its local MLA,
Gurdit Singh Sekhon, on
the defensive. Protesters at
the site on Friday began
flashing videos and photo-
graphs from May 2021, when
Sekhon—then an Opposi-
tion leader—alongside for-
mer AAP MP Sadhu Singh,
led a fast against the erst-
while Congress govern-
ment’s plan to axe 2,100
trees at the same location.
While that agitation success-
fully saved around 800 her-
itage trees, residents are
now voicing disappointment
that the same leadership is

Move to axe 784 trees sparks row,
people vent ire against AAP MLA

People protest against proposed felling of trees in Faridkot on Friday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Central varsity 8th
in national rankings
BATHINDA: The Central Universi-
ty of Punjab (CUP) has secured
the eighth position nationally
among Central Universities in
the IIRF Top Universities in
India-2026 rankings. The uni-
versity scored 976.07 out of
1,000 and remained among the
top 10 Central varsities for the
fourth consecutive year. VC
Raghavendra P Tiwari attrib-
uted the achievement to the
collective efforts of faculty,
staff, students, research schol-
ars and alumni.— TNS
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Patiala, June 5
The police on Friday resorted
to a cane-charge to disperse
the apprentice linemen who
were protesting outside the
Punjab State Power Corpora-
tion Limited headquarters
here. They were demanding
regular appointments.

Hundreds of apprentice
linemen had gathered outside
the Powercom headquarters.
They staged a sit-in,  leading
to a traffic jam. They alleged
the management had been
delaying their recruitment. 

Many protesters sustained
injuries during the police
action. At least, 10 of them
reported to the local govern-
ment hospital. A policeman
received an injury on his fin-

ger. The protesters alleged that
many of them were dragged
away by the police. Surinder
Singh, state president of their
union, accused the police of
using excessive force despite
the protest being peaceful. 

DSP City(1) Sanjeev Singla
said the police had registered
an FIR against the protesters
for use of “assault or criminal
force to deter a public servant
from discharging his duty”.
“We resorted to cane-charge
on the orders of the Duty Mag-
istrate,” he added.

SP (City) Palwinder Cheema
said the protesters had
“locked both gates” of the
office and held people and
power corporation officials
hostage for four hours, leav-
ing them with “no choice”.
“Minimal force,” he claimed. 

Cops cane-charge
linemen in Patiala
Police claim protesters assaulted them

Police cane-charge linemen at the PSPCL headquarters in Patiala. PTI

seeking approval to cut the
remaining canopy.

The scale of the proposed
environmental clearance has
drawn strict scrutiny from
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court too.

A week ago, a Division
Bench of the High Court, said
the court could not “close its
eyes” to the large-scale tree
felling. Expressing displeas-
ure over the lack of adminis-

trative effort to locate alterna-
tive sites for the industrial
hub, the Bench directed proj-
ect proponents to place
detailed material on record,
including Google satellite
imagery and at least 10 high-
resolution photographs from
multiple angles.

Defending the project,
MLA Gurdit Singh Sekhon
admitted the plan to develop
industrial infrastructure, but

maintained that environ-
mental balance would be
preserved. “The develop-
ment of an industrial park is
crucial for local employ-
ment. The axing of some
trees is necessary to lay
roads as per the proposed
layout. However, we have a
comprehensive plan to plant
a large number of trees to
compensate for the loss,”
Sekhon said.

2 killed, 14 of family
injured in accident
Tribune News Service

Batala, June 5
Two pilgrims were killed
and 14 others were injured
when the Tempo Traveller
by which they were return-
ing from the Vaishno Devi
shrine collided with a truck
on the outskirts of Batala
city on Friday morning.

All 16 persons belonged to
a Mansa-based family. They
are relatives of AAP leader
Nem Chand Chaudhary.

The deceased have been
identified as Bhushan Jain
and Bilo Rani.

The accident occurred

near Udhowal village on
the Gurdaspur-Batala
national highway (NH)
around 5 am.

The injured were shifted
to nearby hospitals. The pil-
grims were slated to halt at
Amritsar from where they
were to proceed to Talwandi
Sabo in Bathinda district.

The impact of the colli-
sion was so strong that the
Tempo Traveller was bad-
ly damaged.

Were returning from
the Vaishno Devi

Afghan national among 6 held
as cops bust arms-drug module
Pawan K Jaiswar
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Amritsar, June 5
With the arrest of an Afghan
national along with five oth-
ers, including two juve-
niles, the Amritsar police
on Friday busted a cross-
border drug and weapon
smuggling module and
seized 1.035 kg heroin, five
sophisticated pistols, two
live cartridges and Rs 5
lakh "drug money" during
the operation.

Those arrested were identi-
fied as Baz Mohammad (62),
an Afghan national who had
been residing in Sonepat,
Haryana, and had recently
shifted to Lajpat Nagar in
New Delhi; Ankush Barthw-
al (33) of Nawanshahr; Des
Raj (32), alias Vicky, of
Jalandhar; and Rajandeep
Singh (26), alias Raja, of
Lopoke here. Two juveniles
were also nabbed during
probe into the case.

Police Commissioner Gur-
preet Singh Bhullar said
preliminary investigations
revealed that the accused

were working in connivance
with foreign-based associ-
ates and procuring illegal
arms and narcotics through
contacts established via
social media platforms. The
consignments were then
distributed on the direc-
tions of overseas handlers
through a network in the
Majha and Doaba regions.

The operation began with
the arrests of two juveniles
from whom police seized a
Glock 9 mm pistol and two live
cartridges. Following interro-
gation, another pistol and 500
gm heroin were seized.

Further investigation led
to the arrest of Baz Moham-
mad, Ankush Barthwal and
Des Raj, alias Vicky. The
police seized from them
three more pistols, 535 gm
heroin and Rs 5 lakh in cash.
Their interrogation subse-
quently led to the arrest of
Rajandeep Singh, alias Raja.

The total seizure includes
three Austria-made Glock 9
mm pistols, one Zigana .30
bore pistol, one china made
.30 bore pistol, 1.035 kg

heroin, two live cartridges
and Rs 5 lakh in cash.

Bhullar said investigators
were also probing the
hawala angle and tracing
the financial trail linked to
the network. The police sus-
pect that proceeds generat-
ed from the illegal trade
were being routed through
clandestine channels.

Investigations further
revealed that Ankush
Barthwal had recently
returned from Uganda,
where he was employed.
During his stay abroad, he
allegedly came into contact
with Baz Mohammad
through his brother work-
ing there. After returning to
India, Barthwal is suspect-
ed to have joined the net-
work and got involved in
the illegal supply of nar-
cotics and weapons.

Police records show that
Baz Mohammad, Ankush
Barthwal and Des Raj faced
multiple cases under the
NDPS Act, prompting the
police to describe them as
habitual offenders.

Police Commissioner Gurpreet Singh Bhullar addresses the media in Amritsar on Friday. PHOTO: VISHAL KUMAR
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Ludhiana, June 5
Facing pressure from the
Punjab State Women Com-
mission and public concern
over the disappearance of 11
minor girls from Ludhiana
during May, the city police on
Friday said preliminary
investigations suggested that
the girls were neither kid-
napped nor abducted, but
had left their homes volun-
tarily for various personal

and family-related reasons.
Police Commissioner Swa-

pan Sharma said FIRs had
been registered in all 11 cases
and four girls had already
been traced and reunited
with their families.

“These minor girls were not
kidnapped or abducted for
extortion. Most of them
appear to have left their
homes on their own. Three
girls were recovered from
their native village in Uttar
Pradesh,” Sharma  said.

Not kidnapped, missing girls
left home voluntarily: Cops
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