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I N D R A  S  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE state government’s deci-
sion to extend free bus passes to 
students across the state is ex-
pected to impact the finances 
of  the state’s four road trans-
port corporations, which cur-
rently earn revenue from near-
ly seven lakh paying student 
pass holders every year. How-
ever, students are set to benefit 
from the announcement.

According to a senior KSRTC 
official, around nine lakh stu-
dent passes are issued annually 
across the four transport corpo-
rations. Of  these, about seven 

lakh students pay for the passes, 
while the remaining belong to 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe categories who already re-
ceive free travel benefits. “On 
average, a student pass costs 
around Rs 1,000 per year. With 
the new announcement, revenue 
from these seven lakh paying 
students will no longer reach the 
corporations,” the official said.

Data from the Bengaluru 
Metropolitan Transport Corpo-
ration (BMTC) shows that dur-
ing 2025-26, a total of  1.78 lakh 
student passes were issued. Of  
these, 1.41 lakh were issued to 
students from the general cat-

egory, around 31,000 to SC stu-
dents and nearly 5,000 to ST 
students.

The decision to provide free 

bus passes to all school and col-
lege students is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce the financial 
burden on families, particular-
ly those from low and middle-
income households. By elimi-
nating annual transportation 
costs, the scheme is likely to 
improve access to education, 
encourage regular attendance, 
reduce dropout rates and en-
sure that students from rural 
and urban areas can travel to 
educational institutions with-
out worrying about commuting 
expenses. The government said 
the initiative has been intro-
duced with the objective of  sup-

porting students’ education 
and making learning more ac-
cessible across the state.

The announcement comes at 
a time when the transport cor-
porations are already grappling 
with financial stress arising 
from the Shakti scheme, which 
provides free bus travel to wom-
en. Since the launch of  the 
Shakti scheme on June 11, 2023, 
the four corporations have 
spent approximately Rs 17,000 
crore towards implementation. 
While the state government has 
reimbursed about Rs 13,000 
crore, dues stand at around Rs 
4,000 crore as of  February 28.

Free student bus pass to increase RTC burden
Free passes  approved
Meanwhile, the state government on 
Thursday issued an order giving 
in-principle approval to provide free 
bus passes to all school and college 
students on buses operated by the 
state’s four transport corporations — 
KSRTC, BMTC, NWKRTC and KKRTC. 
The Transport Department will issue 
detailed guidelines, eligibility criteria 
and implementation modalities 
separately before the scheme is 
rolled out.

SW monsoon 
arrives in K’taka
Bengaluru: The India 
Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has 
issued yellow and orange 
alert for rain for most parts 
of Karnataka for the next 
two days owing to the 
onset of southwest 
monsoon over Kerala and 
Karnataka on June 4. The 
IMD has forecast heavy 
rain, coupled with 
thundershowers and gusty 
winds, over most parts of 
Karnataka.  IMD-Bengaluru 
director in-charge, N 
Puviarasan, said conditions 
are favourable for further 
advancement of the 
monsoon during the next 
2-3 days and it will cover 
the entire Arabian Sea and 
more areas in Karnataka.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  K a l a b u r a g i 

A tense situation pre-
vailed at Shadipur area 
of  Chincholi taluk on 
Wednesday after villag-
ers from the Telangana 
border hurled stones at 
a team of Karnataka of-
ficials during a survey 
of  disputed land in Shad-
ipur village.

Sources told TNIE 
that a team of  officials 
led by Sedam Assistant 
Commissioner Prabhu 
Reddy and Deputy Di-
rector of  the Land 
Records Department 
Mahesh had gone to sur-
vey the disputed land in 
Survey No 126 and 127 of  
Shadipur village.

They said some people 
including men and wom-
en from Umla Nayak 
Thanda of  Tandur taluk  
in Vikarabad district of  
Telangana bordering 
Shadipur protested and 
hurled stones at them. 

No one was injured in 
the incident, the protest-
ers argued with the offi-
cials and demanded that 
the officials of  both the 
states conduct a joint 
survey as the land is 
disputed. 

In the wake of  the 
tense situation, the team 
of  officials suspended 
the survey work and re-
turned from the spot. 
The dispute over the 
boundaries and rights 
of  this land, which was 
allotted to the landless 
farmers by the Karna-
taka government about 
2 4  y e a r s  a g o ,  i s 
ongoing.

SURVEY 
OFFICIALS 
ATTACKED

R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  
@  G a d a g

A follower of  Chief  Minister DK 
Shivakumar, who runs an egg rice 
joint in Ramenahalli of  Mundargi 
taluk, served a non-veg meal to the 
whole village on Wednesday night. 

Ningaraj Nimbannavar, who 
spent Rs 45,000 to serve the food, had 
earlier promised to his friends and 
villagers that he would distribute 
free meals once DK Shivakumar 
took oath as the chief  minister. 

On Wednesday night, Nimbanna-
var prepared chicken, mutton and 
egg rice for the villagers. He said he 
has been a fan of  DK Shivakumar 
since his childhood, and he is happy 
to see him as the CM. He used to 

take his friends with him to attend 
the election campaigns whenever 
Shivakumar visited Gadag, Haveri, 
D h a r w a d  a n d  s u r ro u n d i n g 
districts.

When Shivakumar became the 

deputy CM, Nimbannavar distrib-
uted sweets at his village. 

Dhanesh Ranatur, a resident of  
Ramenahalli who attended Nimban-
navar’s treat, said, “Ningaraj is a 
fan of  DKS and he has invited all of  
us after Shivakumar became the 
chief  minister. Many villagers at-
tended the dinner programme. He 
prepared chicken, mutton and egg 
rice. Ningaraj is not a rich man. He 
earns less, but his respect for his 
leader is amazing. Many villagers 
appreciated his gesture.”

Nimbannavar said, “I am one of  
the big fans of  DK Shivakumar. I 
have been waiting for this moment. 
Finally my favourite leader has be-
come the chief  minister, so I gave a 
non veg party to all my villagers.”

Gadag man dishes out treat on DKShi feat

DAREDEVILRY IN THE SKY
The Sarang Helicopter Display Team of the Indian Air  Force (IAF) performs during 
the Passing Out Parade of the 7th Batch of Agniveervayu trainees at the Airmen 

Training School (ATS), at Sambra, in Belagavi on Thursday |  EXPRESS

The High Court of Karnataka has said that acquiring land for a profit-making entity for its expansion 
would not be in accordance with the Karnataka Industrial Area Development Board Act, and it is  
nothing but a fraud committed on statute by the authorities to divest people of their land for a  
pittance. Such exercise of power is a statutory and constitutional fraud by the authorities, the court said 
while quashing the land acquired for a parking zone of the Bangalore International Exhibition Centre


