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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  P a d u s h i r a l i  
( U t t a r a  K a n n a d a  d i s t )

THE families of  the 11 people 
who drowned while collecting 
bivalves in the Padushirali es-
tuary in Bhatkal taluk last 
week have received compensa-
tion of  `16.5 lakh each.

The state government had 
earlier announced an ex gratia 
payment of  `5 lakh for the 
family of  each deceased. 
Former minister Mankal Vai-
dya met the bereaved families 
and distributed the compensa-
tion cheques.

The total compensation 
package comprises `55 lakh 
from the state government 
(`5 lakh per family), `1.10 

crore from the Department 
of  Fisheries (`10 lakh per 
family), `50,000 each from 
the Janatha Co-operative So-
ciety, Bhatkal, and `1 lakh 
each as a personal contribu-
tion from Mankal Vaidya. In 
total, each family received 
`16.5 lakh.

Vaidya also announced that 
he would take responsibility for 
the education of  all children 
from the affected families. He 
said efforts are being made to 
employ one member from each 
family in the co-operative banks 
in the district.

Clarifying the sequence of  
events that led to the tragedy, 
Vaidya said the victims had 
been collecting bivalves in 
the estuary for nearly a 

decade.
“There has been a tradition 

of  collecting bivalves in the es-
tuary. The victims found a large 
number of  bivalves on and be-
neath the rocks. Two persons 
entered deep water and began 
drowning. In an attempt to res-
cue them, the others also 
drowned,” he said.

Questions had been raised 
about how experienced collec-
tors could drown, given that 
collecting and selling bivalves 
was their regular source of  
livelihood.

The minister appealed to or-
ganisations and philanthro-
pists to extend support to the 
bereaved families and assured 
them that housing would also 
be provided.

Rs 16.5L compensation given to 
families of 11 Bhatkal victims E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  V i j a y a p u r a

AN FIR has been registered against 12 persons in 
connection with the brutal murder of  six people in 
Chadchan taluk of  Vijayapura district on Friday. Po-
lice said no arrests have been made so far as the in-
vestigation is underway.

The case was registered based on a complaint filed 
by a member of  the Nirale family, five of  whose mem-
bers, along with a worker, were hacked to death.

Most of  those named in the FIR belong to the fam-
ily of  Kallanagouda Patil, an influential figure in 
Chadchan taluk. Kallanagouda has been named as 
accused No. 1.

The six victims were allegedly hacked to death in 
broad daylight in Govindapura village following a 
dispute over property.

Meanwhile, the last rites of  all six victims were 
performed under tight police security in Govindapu-
ra village on Saturday. Five of  the deceased were cre-
mated, while one victim, who was a Muslim, was 
buried.

Police officials said the investigation is progress-
ing and expressed confidence that the accused would 
be arrested soon.

FIR against 12 in 
Vijayapura murder

11 HEARTS, ONE CITY
Artists paint 11  hearts at Orion Mall in Bengaluru on Saturday to celebrate the 11  RCB players 

featuring in the IPL final on Sunday and remember the 11  victims of the 2025 stampede  
|  KEVIN NASHON

Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited clarified that it has 
neither announced nor approved any scheme offering free 
metro rides for cricket fans on the occasion of the IPL final 
match between RCB and GT in Ahmedabad on Sunday


