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Mekhliganj municipality Tender soon
chairman switches sides ~ for road to

Cong set oaeer

Darjeeling

VIVER CHINETRE
0 bag one oo
ernment I8 sl 1o invite ten

ders for the conatruction of an

[ ] [ ] 1kn long road Lnking Leb
‘ ong with Ind Mide — & project

Ivl that promises fo crwate a by
pass around the bottener k #t

‘ (shoom. where all major roads
Jending to and from Darjeling
converge

| The project was first moot
o by the Garkhaland Territo-
rial Administration (GTA) In
2012 to ease trafhie snaris in the

| hilltown

A few days ago. 1 had talks
with the state PWD secret,

The detalled project report

of the 18km Lebong 3rd Mile

road has been approved, and
tenders will be Noated soon,”

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Cvoch Behar The Congress
Is ##1 1o wrvst the Mekhligan)
municipality in Cooch Behar
district from the Trinamoo)
Congress in a re-run of what
the state witnessed around
three vears ago when Tri
mamool grabbed a civic body
im Purulia district from the

Prabhat Patni. the chair mp'l:‘('mmhm <aid Rajo Bista. the BJP MP of
man of the Trinamoo| run in the of PCC Narseeling
municipality in Mekhl m&umms-\- The road, once completed.
@any. joinad the Congress at (centre) and other leaders in will provide an alternative
the PCC office in Caleutta on route for entering and exiting

Calcutta on Friday |

ents had won the remaining |
fwo seats

Howaever, in March 2022

“1 joined the Congress before the formation of the
today. and soon, the remain.  civic board, Congress coun
g six Trinamool councillors  cillor Tapan Kandu was mnr
will alsojoun the party in Me-  deced. and it was alleged tha

" Patni said over the  Trinamool had orchestrated u

to " grab power”

Later, the Congress formed

the hill town

At the moment, roads from
Siligudt, Kalimpong. Gangtok,
Mirik and even fringe areas
like Takdah and Mungpoo all
converge at Ghoom

During the peak tourism
season, vehicles take around
four hours to cover NH110's
#km stretch from Ghoom to

ling

Friday in the presence of state
party president Subhankar
Sarkar and other senior
lenders.

Mekhligan) has nine
wards, of r'::‘:cllsnwnml 10 the civic board at Jhalda
Trinamool 222 munici- with the support of two Inde
pal polls. The BIP bagyed the  pendents. In 2029, the Inde-  run paralle] to NHII0 at many
FemAnIng (o seats pendents and three Congress | places between Ghoom and

“Internal differences have  councillors joined Trinamool | Dareeling The DHR operates

plagued Trinamool Multiple  Thus, the Congress lost the | around L3 joy rides from Dar-
fachions are Cropping up o the  board, and Trinamool came | jeeling to Ghoom during the
party every day. BJP leaders  topower peak tounsm sason

had saud that bhoy out, baoro- “We still remember how ‘ 1 had always thought of
4 in (exit of fear and entry  Trinamoul had grabbed the | levelling the road with the
of confidence) but they are  Jhalda municipality Today, | railway tracks (so that there is
running billdozers {o remove  the civic chairman of Mekh- | more space for vehicular traf-
bawkers. In such a situation.  ligan) joined our party, and ficy The rauways have in prin-
we feit the Congress is the best  soon, other Trinameol coun- — ciple agreed to (he proposal,”
Altermative. cillors will walk 1. Although | sad Bista

As of now, the Congress  less than a vear is lefl for the The Darjeeling MP added
18 NOL IN POWEr at any civic  civic polls we cansay that the | that initial requirements
body in Bengal In 2022 the Congressisin power inatjeast | Uke no-objection certificates
Congress and Trinameol had  one civic body in the state” | had been obtained for the

five seats each at the  said Biswayit Sarkar, the | construction of an alterna-
Fhalds municipality 1o Pu-  Coocehar district Congress | tive bighway from Siligurd
Filia district. while independ-  president

Daryée]
The tracks of the Darjeel
ing Himalayan Ralway (DHR)
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